
S R U B L U K

The Society fo r  the R einvigor a tion o f Unrem unerative Branch Lines

in  the U nited Kingdom
The Branch Line R einvigora tion Society

PROGRESS REPORT -  SEPTEMBER. I9 6 0 .

KEIWIGORATICN PARTY -  10 SEPTEMBER. I9 6 0 .

The schedu le f o r  t h i s t r i p w i l l  be as f o l l o w s : -

London B r id g e dep 9 :4 8 am H a w kh u rs t dep 3 :1 2  pm
^ ^ a v e s e n d a r r 10 :2 5 Paddock Wood a r r 3 :4 2

• 9 dep 10 :3 2 • ft dep 3 :4 6
S h a rn a l S t re e t a r r 1 0 :5 4 T o n b rid g e  * a r r 3 :5 6

ft ft dep 1 1 :1 0 * ft ft dep 4 :1 2
G ra in  * 1 a r r 1 1 :2 0 * Sevenoaks a r r 4 :2 5

a • dep 11 :3 7 ft ft dep 4 :3 3
r ravesend a r r 12 :12 pm D unton  Green a r r 4 :3 6

• ft dep 12:26 ft ft dep 4 :5 0
M aidstom e West a r r 1 : 3 W esterham a r r 5 : 1

ft ft dep 1 :12 ft ft dep 5 :2 3
Paddock Wood a r r 1 :40 D unton  Green a r r 5 :3 4

♦ ft dep 2 :1 5 ft ft dep 5 :36
E aw khurs t a r r 2 :4 5 London B r id g e a r r 6 :1 7

A l l  members and o th e rs  d e s i r in g  to make t h i s  t r i p  a re re q u e s te d  to  assem ble

in  th e  B o o k in g  F a l l ,  E a s te rn  S e c t io n ,  London B r id g e  S ta t io n ,  n o t  l a t e r  th a n  9 :3 0  am 

on 10 S8ptem ber, t o  g iv e  t im e  f o r  th e  s p e c ia l  t i c k e t  t h a t  has to  be is s u e d .

^  I t  w i l l  be a h e lp  to  SRUBLUK i f  a l l  who a re  p ro p o s in g  to  a t te n d  w o u ld  com p le te  

idle t e a r  o f f  a t  th e  f o o t ,  to  e n a b le  us  to  e s tim a te  th e  num ber who w i l l  be com ing . 

B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  a ls o  w an t t h i s  in fo r m a t io n  f o r  th e  pu rpose  o f  e s t im a t in g  th e  

r o l l i n g  s to c k  re q u ir e d  on the  " 'e s te rh a m  B ra n c h , The fa r e  w i l l  be 2 7 /6 d  r e t u r n .

To th e  M em bership S e c re ta ry ,  SRUBLUK,
46 S to n e p a rk  Avenue,
Beckenham, K e n t.

I  w is h  to  t r a v e l  on th e  SRUBLUK t r i p  to  th e  F und red  o f  F o o , E a w k h u rs t, and 
W esterham B ra n ch e s , on 10 S ep tem be r, P le a se  r e g is t e r  my name. I  w i l l  j o in  

th e  p a r t y  a t  London B r id g e  b y  9 :3 0  am on 10 S ep tem ber, and p a y  th e  fa r e  o f  2 7 /6 d  
th e re  to  th e  SRUBLUK r e p r e s e n ta t iv e ,

NAME ( IN  CAPITALS)__________________________________
D a te ADDRESS



RECENT PROCEEDINGS OF TEE COMMITTEE OF GENERAL INTEREST -  

M r. M ark W r ig h t 's  s u g g e s tio n  re g a rd in g  th e  a l t e r a t io n  o f  th e  f u n c t io n  o f  

SRUBLUK to  t h a t  o f  a c o - o r d in a t in g  body  f o r  p r e s e r v a t io n  s o c ie t ie s  d e t a i l s  o f  w h ich  

were g iv e n  in. th e  May c i r c u l a r ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  an o ve rw h e lm in g  v o te  in  fa v o u r  o f  

"no ch an g e". The v o t in g  was 70$ in  fa v o u r  o f  no change; 30$ in  fa v o u r  o f  th e  

change. Members a re  rem inded  t h a t  d e s p ite  t h i s  v o te  o f  c o n f i r m a t io n ,  i t  was s ta te d  

in  the  May C i r c u la r  t h a t  no v o te  w o u ld  be ta k e n  as a v o te  in  fa v o u r  o f  "no  c h a n g e ". 

In  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  th e  members in  fa v o u r  o f  th e  s ta tu s  quo a re  even more s t r o n g l j r  

in  fa v o u r  o f  SRUBLUK c o n t in u in g  as b e fo re .

The C om m ittee has been o f f i c i a l l y  in fo rm e d  t h a t  th e  3 .T .C .  has d ropped  t h e i r  _ 

p ro p o s a ls  to  c lo s e  th e  A l lh a l lo w s  and G ra in  b ra n c h e s , SRUBLUK have p u t  in  an 

o f f i c i a l  o b je c t io n  to  th e  T ra n s p o r t  U se rs  C o n s u lta t iv e  C om m ittee re g a r d in g  th e  

p roposed  c lo s u re  o f  th e  F a w kh u rs t B ra n c h ,

B ranch  L in e  S o c ie ty  L ia is o n  — M r, J . M . E i r t h  o f  t h a t  S o c ie ty  w i l l  be a t te n d in g  

SRUBLUK Com m ittee m e e tin g s  in  f u t u r e  in  p la c e  o f  M r, H u rs t ,  now in  th e  B e lg ia n  

Congo,
There appears to  be v e ry  l i t t l e  in t e r e s t  in  th e  r e ju v e n a t io n  o f  th e  Lambourn 

b ra n c h , and th e  lo c a l  a u t h o r i t ie s  and in h a b i t a n ts  o f  th e  a re a  appear to  have 

abandoned t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  In  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s , th e re  is  l i t t l e  t h a t  SRUBLUK can 

do h e re ,
SRUBLUK have com m unicated w i t h  »re s te rn  R eg ion  re g a r d in g  th e  la c k  o f  nameboards 

as d is c lo s e d  in  a . r e c e n t  SRUBLUK s u rv e y ,  7 /e s te rn  R eg ion  s ta te  t h a t  th e  m a tte r

is  b e in g  exam ined , w i t h  re fe re n c e  t o  th e  U x b r id g e  -  West D ra y to n  b ra n c h .

A lth o u g h  th e re  w i l l  p o s s ib ly  be a t r i p  o v e r th e  Farpenden  — Eemel Hempstead 

b ranch  b y  th e  B e d fo rd s h ire  R a ilw a y  S o c ie ty  in  S ep tem be r, i t  appears  t h a t  th e  

doom o f  t h i s  ro u te  i s  now s e a le d .

(See o v e r le a f )



/

I t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  th e  B .T .C , p ro p o s a l t o  c lo s e  th e  W esterham  B rnach  

has been r e je c te d ,  and th e  n a t t e r  w i l l  r e c e iv e  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n .  The 

R a m b le rr s A s s o c ia t io n  had s u s ta in e d  v a l i d  o b je c t io n s ,  and th e  a cc o u n ts  f o r  th e  

l in e  had been c h a lle n g e d .  The L .T .E .  were n o t  happy re g a r d in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  t h e i r  p r o v id in g  a l t e r n a t iv e  bus s e r v ic e s ,  in  v ie w  o f  th w  crowded ro a d s  in  fihe 

summer m onths -  e s p e c ia l ly  as th e  m ain  London -  E a s t in g s  ro a d  w o u ld  have to  be 

c ro s s e d , A f u r t h e r  e n q u ir y  w i l l  be h e ld  in  due c o u rs e ,

NEWS OF TEE BRANCHES.

The W oodha ll Paper Company i s  to  b u i ld  a d e p o t a t  J u n ip e r  Green S ta t io n ,  

n e a r E d in b u rg h ; a c c o r d in g ly  t h i s  means t h a t  t h i s  b ra n c h , w h ic h  was g o in g  to  dorse  

^ a s  now been saved b y  t h i s  new r a i lh e a d  d e p o t.

M n n e r s le y  w a n ts  to  fo rm  a E e re fo rd  -  B re con  R a ilw a y  U sers  A s s o c ia t io n ,  in  

v ie w  o f  th e  th r e a t  o f  c lo s u re  h a n g in g  o ye r t h i s  l i n e .  Anyone in te r e s te d  s h o u ld  

g e t in  to u c h  w i th  th e  M ayor o f  E e r e fo rd ,  o r  w i t h  M r0 K .G a r r a t t  Adams, K i r n e r s le y  

C o u n c il ,  K in n e rs le y  C a s t le ,  K in n e r s le y ,

F o llo w in g  o u r announcem ent o f  th e  p ro po se d  c lo s u re  o f  E n tw is t le  s t a t io n ,  an 

E n tw is t le  A c t io n  C om m ittee has been s e t  u p . A l l  in t e r e s te d  s h o u ld  c o n ta c t  D r, 

A itk e n  a t  E n tw is t le ,

I t  i s  announced t h a t  th e  T aun ton  -  Y e o v i l  l i n e  may c lo s e ,  and th e  Y e o v il  

T rades C o u n c il a re  m aking  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s ,  b o th  d i r e c t  to  th e  B .T .C , and th ro u g h  

M r, John P e y to n , M .P ,

In  th e  E a s t M id la n d s , th e  f o l lo w in g  c lo s u re s  have been a n n o u n c e d :- L o u th  -  

M a b le th o rp e ; S p a ld in g  to  M e lto n  M owbray; S axby; Few E o l la n d  to  B u l l  L ig h te r  

^ b r v i c e ;  Swanbourne; E a s t L a n g to n ; S dn o n th o rpe  and Wymondbam, In  a d d i t io n  a 

la rg e  number o f  s ta t io n s  in  th e  a re a  a re  b e in g  c o n s id e re d  f o r  Sunday c lo s in g .  

F ro fe s s o r  F e e rs , C ha irm an o f  th e  E a s t M id la n d s  T ra n s p o r t  U se rs  C o n s u lta t iv e  

Com m ittee announced r e c e n t ly  a t  N o t t in g h a ,  t h a t  th e  R a ilw a y s  l o s t  " o n ly  1 2 ,000  

p a rc e ls  a m on th " ( ! )  and c o n s id e re d  t h i s  an e x c e l le n t  r e c o rd !  He c o n s id e re d  

i t  v e r y  good t h a t  o n ly  42 o u t o f  e v e ry  363 p a r c e ls  were lo s #  en r o u te .  I f  he 

c o n s id e rs  t h i s  good , I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  know (as one member p u ts  i t )  w ha t he w o u ld

c o n s id e r  a bad re c o rd ?
The c lo s u re  o f  th e  Geeat C e n tr a l L in e  fro m  N o ttin g h a m  V ic t o r i a  to  S h e f f ie ld  

V i c t o r i a ,  i s  p ro p o s e d , and a l l  lo c a l  a u t h o r i t ie s  have been asked b y  th e  B .T .C . 

f o r  t h e i r  v ie w s . Some o f  th e  lo c a l  a u t h o r i t ie s  have a lr e a d y  e n te re d  s t ro n g
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p r o te s ts ,  as w e l l  as th e  S h e f f ie ld  and C h e s te r f ie ld  D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il o f  th e  NUT?,.

F o r r a i lw a y  e n th u s ia s ts ,  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  e v e n t was th e  re o p e n in g  ( in  1882 

costum e) o f  th e  B lu e b e l l  L in e ,  f ro m  S h e f f ie ld  P a rk  to  B lu e b e l l  E a l t .  a t  Eors&ed 

K eynes. T h is  to o k  p la c e  on 7 A u g u s t in  th e  p re se n ce  o f  th e  K re s s , and many 

p e r s o n a l i t ie s ,  We u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  th e  P rim e  M in is t e r  has a lr e a d y  been seen 

on th e  l i n e !  T h is  e f f o r t  is  t o  be a p p la u d e d , and shows w ha t can be a c h ie v e d  b y  

j o i n t  e f f o r t ,

M ary members have a ls o  p ro b a b ly  t r a v e l le d  on th e  l i n e  a f f e c t io n a t e l y  known 

as L * a l R a t ty ,  o th e rw is e  th e  R a ve ng la ss  and E s k d a le , w h ic h  i s  up  to  a u c t io n  t h i s  

m onth , as th e  owners a re  no lo n g e r  a b le  to  o p e ra te  i t .  Two o r g a n is a t io n s  a re  

b e in g  fo rm ed  to  endeavour to  ta k e  i t  o v e r as a g o in g  c o n c e rn , and t h a t  i s  a good 

th in g ,  i f  i t  i s  p o s s ib le .  Any member in te r e s te d  in  h e lp in g  -  p h y s i i a l l y  o r  

f i n a n c ia l l y  -  s h o u ld  g e t  in  to u c h  w i th  one o f  th e  tw o f o l l o w in g : -  e i t h e r  w i th  

M r. J .R .G re e n , o f  th e  C o p p ice , M aple W a lk , Cooden, S ussex, who d e s ire s  to  fo rm  

a t r u s te e  body on th e  B lu e b e l l  L in e  m o d e l, and th e  o th e r  i s  th e  R a ve g la ss  and 

E skd a le  R a ilw a y  P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty ,  w h ic h  has been fo rm e d  in  B a rro w , F o r th e  

l a t t e r ,  members s h o u ld  g e t  in  to u c h  w i th  M r, D .R o b in s o n , C le rk  o f  M u n cas te r 

P a r is h  C o u n c il ,

The p ro p o s a l to  c lo s e  th e  Saxmundham to  A 1deburgh  l i n e  w i l l  be h e a rd  a t  

A ld e b u rg h  on Septem ber 13 , The a p p e a ls  w i l l  p re s s  f o r  th e  r e t e n t io n  o f  th e  l in e  

a t  le a s t  to  L e is to n ,  u n t i l  th e  n u c le a r  power s t a t io n  has been b u i l t .  I n  th e  same 

a re a , th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  l in e s  fro m  M a rk r s T ey  to  C am bridge , Long M e lfo rd  to  

B u ry  5 t,E dm unds, and fro m  Chappel and Wakes C o lne to  E a ls te a d  and E a v e r h i l l ,  is  

unde r c o n s id e ra t io n .

S tro n g  re p re s e n ta t io n s  have now been made to  th e  M in is t e r  re g a rd in g  the  

p roposed  c lo s u re  o f  th e  Eden V a l le y  L in e , a t  F e n r i t h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as goods t r a f f i c  

w i l l  be much d e la y e d , A lo c a l  b u s in e s s  man is  o f f e r in g  to  b u y  o r  le a s e  th e  l i n e ,  

and to  ru n  i t  u n d e r p r iv a te  e n te r p r is e ,

M, & G .N . J o in t  R a ilw a y  P re s e r v a t io n  S o c ie ty  T o u r ,  8 O c to b e r. I9 6 0 , T h is  

t r i p  w i l l  be steam  h a u le d  b y  a J  15 lo c o ,  c w n tre  c o r r id o r  coaches w i t h  re fre s h m e n t 

c a r w i l l  be p ro v id e d .  The t r a i n  w i l l  le a v e  N o rw ic h  C i t y  a b o u t 1 2 :2 0  pn  f o r  

W h itw e ll and Reephan, M e lto n  C o n s ta b le , Cromer J u n c t io n ,  N o r th  Walsham. M a in , Wensum 

J u n c t io n ,  T iv e t s h a l l ,  Waveney V a l le y  to  E e c c le s ,  L o w e s to f t ,  and N o rw ic h  T h o rp e , 

a r r i v i n g  6 : 3 0  pn; fa r e  2 0 / - f F u r th e r  d e t a i l s  fro m  M r, B .C la r k ,  578. E a s te rn  Avenue, 

I l f o r d ,  E s s e x , Cheap fa r e  a v a i la b le  fro m  London to  N p rw ic h  a t  3 5 / - ,
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