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Fast link to
the future

Thiz is what the Londan
terminus of the Channal
Tunnel fast link might beok
ik,

King's Cross station 5 on
the lefl and & new mGHLN
canapy will extend 51 Pan-
cras's Viclorian oserall
roof, rght, o accommo-
date the hall-mibe long
Eurostar irains.

Below ground it is hoped
that Thamasalink 2000
trains will provide connes-
thons to many pars ol the
South, East Anglia snd tha
Midlands.

The parliamentary Bl 1o
allow the Tasi link to be
buikt s proscaspding
through the House of
Commaons a1 present and
should go io the Lords in
Bpril.

H = expacied 0 DoCome
Laww aarky b 1997,

Years afier the Fronch
high spead link was com-
pleied, progress (s af last
in prospect in Britakn

“Middle England’s missing link

By Nick [Hbben

An RIS campaign bo re-create an East
West rail route condred on Cambriclge.
Bedford and Millon Eeynes could be the
dlalysl Ior a mins |I s "‘1' Iy 0 Ee
|'\-:r| road -building

Lomsuliands e .-\..|.|||'.||'\.| thai there is a
i il oorridor

1 for both passen

iR ECOIEETIE CESE POT
g kiiql =W I b wrilaos
s Al freaghd

The cost of uperading e raal anlrasirmg
ture, including a pew cighl-mle long
et wieen Hedfond amd Samdy, is unlikely o
e more than 2R malliosn wich = peanuls

COHTpare ol i B cosd of Fodcls

Buat i the Governmaent 12 bo commial aney,
a re-think of evaluastion methods B meoes
sary. Thiv rissl oosks gkl Berwebibs midst s
honestly assessed and responsibilily  can
not be beft o the private sector, T sty
by Seer [Davies Celeave was su o <l by

meiest o the bocal comcnls i o BRG Wy

it also by two FEallirack sones AN the
'q. --'\.-,||'-|||_|I EHbces o Ehe
South Bast regroans
The scheme would give local, regional s
nabiomal benaefits, inking signilacant centres
] I\..|\|_|_|!_..|l and providing many oinns

ticnal possibilities as well as difed
seTvioEs o SEarshed arrpon

It coeld alss have sagivibbcaie amnd
attract  funding s parl o Tha
| LI Ui s ol mpks o T ]
T rames-1 UTOPIn T orks. The con
O%CTHEIPNE
seryices, Birmpmeham e ||l wiich
Borowieh to Swindon and Nosthampdon
tis Bieadinee
Mearly 2000 long-distance ourmeys a
day woubld switch from cars. Adch
Hormal benefite would e ineight tratti
from East Anglsa to the South ¥West amd
Wales and the creation of important
diversionary routes between the Basi
Coast, the Midland and the West Coacd

sultants  supsest e

AAILWAY DEVELOPMENT S0OCGIETY

Eastern amad

ki lamwes, I is podsd b see 8 § SO ol bocal
awthorities getting on with the kask ol
dieve |.||l|'|.; the fall network

will be o besd of the
ralwias
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i EvensSss Of  OUF PRI SN
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A fare old loss of revenue

!r Sieve Rackett

Staff culs on the railways are already caus-
g stgnificant loss of revenoe and matters
sev likely 1o get worse!

Inktial findings from & survey of BDS mem-
ers show that nearly two-thirds have
l."'.!""."l"'ll.'f'll."'l:"l‘! situations whene bokel Tares
e pot been collected,

Arounc SFE of waid tickets wiene ned
rspected because of overcrowdiesd Eraans or
lack of sEaff,

Hmrl:.' 4% rcpc\-rh*d they could e hujr i
ekl because ethaer the ket olboe was
closed, or ticket machines were inoperative

O braveller said the station office he wem
o was clomed, =0 he looked For a ekl
machine which b found but could med wse,
8%, ves, you've guessed it iF was brhimed
lcked doors in the booking hall.

Cebers have been put  off traviellin
bevause of penalty Fare notices, alomgside
inoperative permit bo travel machines,

Almost all lma= and operators were men-
tioned by users. However five com nie=
were  especially  prominendt - Thames
Trains, MNetwork South Cendral. Moeth
London Railways, Central, ansd South Wiest
Trains.

Thie Last example was partbcularly wormy-
ing, acconding to KUS Wessex seoretary
Mick Farthing

“Slapeeoach, who won the franchise for
SWT, have indicated that their firsé action
il T o cwak sl b said.

¥t this survey indscates that statt numibers
are already low, This has implications bor
PaSSEREEE 1.1!'..1:..'. information, amd of

course revenue. Thiy might claim a line is
ot making money and reduce the servide,
when the problem is one of slaff not being
availabde to issue Heket="

The point about Information was picked :F
by KIS General Secretary Trevor Garmod,
“he resulls indicate deslaffing i on the
mwrease, How do people go .1E-|~1.|1 asking
for help and advice at an empy station™
O od e fow examples of imcreased stadd-
ing has been ot S0 Margaret's on the
Hertford line where West Anglia Careat
Mosthern increased the hours that the
skation was stnffed

It emourages more
servior, said East A
Melick Dibbem,
Tassengers aleo feel safer and there s a

redischion v vandalizm.” The increased
Heket sales covered the staffing costs.

W 210 members partic i].ul'ul i thee SUrvey.

Cash for our
campaigning

Char 1995 Mational Draw raiscd carly CZN0
ard all of our branches and affiliated
RIS WETE invited 1o bid for a share of
this money, cither o assist in campaigns
for rail rﬁ'.q'-u,-r.ning-u. or bin help work fow-
ards othier mail improvements.

The Reopenings and MNew Railways Com-
mibhee were :mEp“mq\i by many Ihul.l,lihl!lﬂ
submilsslons, and made 13 awards. These
inchsded money to fund a report on the

wple o use the
in branch secnsary

case for a pew line from Brainkree to Stan-
sted Alrport; a campaign for new statwns
in Somersel; helping the campaigns 1o
reopen  March-Wisbech  and  Wale  of
Clamisrgan lines.,

Money s also going to Huddersfield Line
Kail Users for their campaign o improve
Huddershicld-Wakedseld amad FeHpeT
Thomhill and Horlwury statwns

In Sotland, the Clydesdale Bail Action
Group benefited from a £600 grand o publi-
v Hhe service from Carstaies and press for
imprr\-u'mn-nl, while London and Home
Countées branch is awarded money  bo
campaign at stations such as Cambridge
Heath and Essex Boad swhich have mimimal
services bul considerable potential

The Heart of Wales Line Travellers
Association B8 o receive a contribution
towards the cost of solar-powered Laimps at
untit halts, which are being developed by
the Centre for Allemative Toechnology. This
could help other rural stations o~
Avwards have alo been made to help pay
for a Shropshire leaflet, a Beopen the Line
alay o Bletchley; a newsletter for Benfleet,
L'.l,;lhﬁ'u! and Shosburynes passengers
and b I-u_'{p set up a Tamworth rall users
A,

Money has also gone towarnds a school
competition  along the Rochdale-Oldham
corridor. Pupdls are being encouraged to
investigafe how the line might be con-
verted to Metno.

With this Reilnatel, you will find a book of
tekots for our 1996 Draw. Mexse help o
sell these and emable us to fund more Fail
development  campaigns  and - propects
arcamd Ehe country n 1956,

SATURDAY [ caught the (800 to Norwich,
thence to Thetford for a mecting, The case
for the Trans European Rall MNetwork was
debated. It was agresd o wrile o local
MPM: (one of them a Cabinel Minister)
urging Governmenl support for upgrading
the route from East Amglian posts o Liver-
poed andd Holvhead, All agreod such action
would be Hmely o view of road lobby
bleating about Budget cuts in the highways
seramme. Boasded well-filled Sprinter
ack to Morwich, then InterCity to [pswich
for afternaon mecting of RDS officers. We
tackled a ronge of financial questions and
started drawing 1rr thie remil for our first
full-time aificer whom we plan b appaint
in 1997, Keoeived my annual present from
Trevor fones: a print-oul of the entire RIS
membership, Destroved the obd Lst.

SUNDAY Phone conversations with offi-
cers of the Mid Mordolk Railway 1o discuss
local councel suppert for their reopenimg
schesme, Reoelved a call from a gentleman
who had read about RDS in the bocal pross
and sent him an information pack. Cycled
rownd town delivering circulars bo several
bocal memibsers and conlacts.

MONDAY MNoted our action on Trans
Furopean Fail Networks was meported in
this morming = o ssapidd (uinaking cirous
lar to officers of RES Wales and Scotland,
TUESDAY [Interviewed by BBC Radio
Suffolk on rail safedy, stressing that peo-
ple's chances of an accdent on a road

-

T REVOR

‘ ;ir ARROEYS

journey are 200 Hmws grealer than on a
train pourmey. Bud, of course, lack of the
right sori of investment on the railways
may opardise safety. Took a lale nigzht
hone call from a member representing
25 at a public ineuiry in Luton Agroed
to clash off a letter b the inspector commect-
ing another participant’s distortion of the
Sumcaity's palicy
WEDNESDAY It snowed.  Ablensded  a
meeting of my local rail users’ association
in the evening. as did one of our ol rail
MANAEETs., .i&;u'-'ltﬂ.lh train  had boeen
canelbed because of stafl sickness and he
apent most of the jpurmey from Ipswich bo
Saxmumdham talking fo disgruntled pas-
sengers and  offering them use of his
mobile phone. Al the mocting wie raised
problems of stali shortages, mamtenanoe ol
unstaffed sations and train  cleanliness
Were promised there would be mone con-
ductors by Easter, Back home, received a
call from Steve Rackelt to keep me abreas)

%

A full week's

work and so

- |
‘ much more

of Wessew branch action on the South West
Trains framchise ssue. Pleased that Wessex
members were using their iniliative and
COMMITWM SEnseE in pursuing secicty policy -
as il of us should

THURSDAY Shared a table on the traim 6
work with Anglin Rallways Commiani-
cations  Manager. We discussed  issues
ramued in soame local corresponslenoe
Sore saow,. Two oolleagues at work asked
e [or brain timctables.

FRIDAY Posted a oy of Raifwwich bo a
man ii Sowth Africa who had contached
mi after reading about KIS in a magazine
ot thege. Compibed minutes af meeting on
my Amsirad laptop while travelling heamer
of & 153 nker (quite easy fo dol
Prinded the minutes at home and wrede o
Dvpartenent of Transport about carris of
cycles by train. Local paper printed my
letber on how investment in new  rains
wousld benefit the economy. | alse did 41
Iiiers o paic work this week!

L}



Why not |
here too?

By Tony Smale
Wihen you bop on a tram &noa
forcign  clty, you normally

expet o leave the oentre, ride
through the streels and per-
h.Lr\n. e up in ihi- suburhs,

Eud ihe German ity of Karls-
ruhe i5 no pormal Gty - as |
fonamd ok,
After leaving the tram J-l.'pu'-l_.
wit came boa bridge spanning
thee railway.
wmbcad of poing OVER it, we
galled lett, curved down the
embankment and JCINED the

railway

Then it was off, thiough sta-
tions and tunnels, oo villages
and lowns [ar away

Ten years agin. Karlsrube was
chiosen for @ sfudy inbo running
trams on heavy rall tracks

The commercial heart of the
city les about o male from e
muiln  stalion,  so  diverting
tralns” off rall alignments info
chly streets wioild take comiivi-
ters amd  shoppers  diredt o
their destimations

Well uvew rapd ¥

As Wi Flllﬂll."jl".'d o, e bl
nical inmovalion PCCSSATY  bin
achiove thes F_n.nl was Pevietlind

Joimimg  the  makby  fablway
tracks, the driver changed from

i ne-ol-sight condrel 1o r.'.l.l'u.-._l.!.

dgnalling

FHis radio switched over b radl-
way channels and the electrical
pirl-up changged roam T35 vaolts
direct currend 1o 150K vaolls

albernataing current. Al sfations,
a sfep alid from each doorway
tin bridge the gap to the plat-
formu

In Brtain of course we have
ligzh platforms o conbend
withe Bul we knew ths wasni
Hrikan because we saw park-
anel-rices, Bke-and-rides  and
all the other signs of & traly
integrabed transport syshem.

Eventually, (he distinetion
between heavy and lght rail
bevarme completely Blurred, as
fredg s passed on the opposite
rr.u;i and oir special deew inle
i platform at a busy stalkon

After o pamse, we wene off
AR e sampee new fram
rouiles, tracks bailt by the tram-
wiy which Deutsche Bumdes-
bakhin Eradns toiw dse and Joops
off rall alignments knto village
alfs

Mheere wias & min through a vil-
lage where there's hoeavy rail
stgnalling, lracks so close o
hoiases you coubd almost tosich
thicey, amd a comimuter brangh
18] ] muichrar rirscarch
pivedallatiom

What abost the safely  bnpdi-
cations of a light rail vehicle
colliding with a diesel loooemes-
tive?

That's a good question, bl i
WHHE r|u.,-q.rin-n

What is thie overall effect on thie
salety of |'-|,1'|p||.= Colmmn silEngE o
wiork? = that's the 1~mn|1 [
woersion of the fir= DB subue-
bam line Eo Eramn odserabion

lspiated: A Manchester Melrolink tram af Crumpsall, The
trams are & success but are 8 separate entity fram the main
rail network, partly because of the Govermmeni's fdeologl-
cil ingistence on involving the “private secfor”. It couwld

have been different - and more axciting

Pictura: Tim Clarks

1

Pl =,
el

integrated: Karisruhe irams goes through streels which have

roovm for cyclisls and pedestrians, The frams run through on

o the main rail network

resaidbed in .|_|H:Iir'-: ncrease in

EEb ] hal  peproesemls
I:Il'u.‘lrll-.:.ff of  road |.|:!.l.ll.ri.‘|'l|"-
which dida't |L;l|,'|t'h,"ﬂ Mlope-
ower, tram brakes desigmed for
r_'upid. deceleriion  in skeeed-
nEmming miode h.-‘-lr- b prevend
trams geiting inbo trosible on
the muain raidl network

Karlsrube's  system 5 still
expanding.  with  low-floor
venibcles  for  steet secilions
expechod soon, amd perhaps a
hine across the frondier o
Framee, politicians walling

The pedestrianised  shopping
centre will doubde its  tram
capadity with an extra track
underground

Wi woere assiered ERal nd mew
housing estate could b= oon-
h'ﬂ'll_'||.1.1n|. withowt sis link enloe
Ebie Eram ay syshem

Far drom being sidelined, D8
reports increased revenue from
s serviees. DEH has  even
sl om0 Powr  dusal-mode
vehicles of iks own

The city is =0 proad of the
Karlsruhe model of shared
triacks, it has st up a cownsul-
tancy bosell it bo the world

O owar second dav as gucsts of
thie YVOE consaliants, our Rail-
way Shudy  Associakion party
joined a hisurious special with

wamic windows amnd wine
cellar”, to explore olther parts
of thee m-rh'nrlr] Ly

Finally, with about two hours
bo  spare, our guede  asked
where we wanbed o go noexi
“Bad Hermenallly™ we showled as
one, anbcipating an exhilarai-
kg ke i the Black Forest

S0 the diriver signalled nght
and we poined the line 1o the
soarlh at its former bermins.

DE's conteol  cemtre  reacted
mstantly, switching us to the
up line so we coubd overtake
the service tram. A merry
“whoo-voo™  sounded  from

Picturg: Tomy Smale

what was previsusly the tram
bell, and I:Eu' guide remarked
Tow we ane a train -
hiar it | think™

In a siding. we saw the empiy
Bicyche Express trailer used to
take cvclists bo the hills on
Sumdays.

In recend years, bikes have been
permitted on normal  serviee
Erams, with  some |'\-mL-'I|-:||.|r

e lusions

VA1 A

"How bar trom bown had the
traoms vemtured T e askexd.

As an experiment, a0 exoursion
had been run right through to
Swiibeerlamad,

“Bant | think not fose aften,” =aid
our giaide, “the paperwork was
viery much!”

W settled for the puchuresque
terminas deep i the borest.

Nl.lH'inE'I'l.'lm is the hirst autlor-
ity in Britamm toe comsider using
the Karlsrulw mvodel, suggest-
g Vhaat heavy rail routes o Hhe
East Midlamds coubd be inbe-
groted  with  proposed  mew
Eram s uih Oty sineels,

The Bl ay b, Carcaff
ankl  Mewcastle  bave  also
approached VCK for adviee

ey ey oy part of (he cownley,
Hamgshire County Council
has published o paper for a
Soudh Hamts  Rapid  Tramsat,
linking the Portsmouth-Fape-
ham tram scheme with existing
lines 1o Southamplon  awxl
byeoimad

Revitalisig urisn rail services,
or moderndsation on the choap?
Thas is a debate which will ran
on i Ehe nexd century:

B 1 yvou wosld ke a copy of
VICK's handout detailing * the
Karlsrube madel, please write
to mwr enclosing a cheque for
.50, p.1l'!.'.1hh' o KOS Tony
Smale, Sabes Officer, Broad-
hieath, Fishers Hill, Catisfield,
Farcham, Hants PO15 30

RS



Rail-air-road link

When Slansted  Alrport  was
connected e the  rallway
system, capital  expenditure
was  substaniial, the works
invalving a lengthy tunnel and
a triangular Emtlm with the
London-Cambridge line,
Stansted ) SCTVIES b0
London bocame well ko
but the morthem muh:-j-h‘l::
Harmingham, Notting
Hﬂl‘h:hF:‘.Ftt‘T and  Liverposd
were given Little ]:!'u‘l:l]i-ril.‘y

Pou '

alrline E:Iu.lm“
Starstedd, meant that rail routes
between the airport and the
Midlands and MNorth-WYWiest
WEIT BV under-used.
R.tg_'um.ﬂ R.uiu]wn.!.': axed thiermo
Most people were unawane of
these  developments, bt
closapre was o greal loss

For generalbons the only practi-
cable roaute from Essex o most
of Britain was o indo Lome
don and use the d
to gl to a suilable terminus for
the fext leg of the oumey.

fll was — and 18 - nof oonvena-

nﬁ]n.l]lgr with |
.|'||I"I-I:l it by ercmarage I:
car-tmnly culbure in recent years,

Thee of the integrabed
siation al Stansted a3 1-1:
us the remarkable

diredt services b man :tu.

bowwris amd cikies of Belacd-
lamads amad south Lancashire.
Instead of struggling across
Londion or undertaking a l-l:n;;
CIOSS-COMRERY CAF fou

million § in mi and
spiifh Essen had a more civil
ired albernative.

They could drive to Stansted
Airport, leave the car, and take
the train which was fast to
Cambridge, thence via Ely and

Peterborough  to all  points
north and west,

However, to mamy le this
was such a novel i after a

I““-B- iod of effective 1sola-
Hon from the rest of the UK,
that a determined Fl'rl:luu'll.l.un

4

was  needed o

campaign
change decp-seated attitudes.
Such an mikiative was endirely
lacking. Almost no-one (exoepl
thee few air passengers) knew
about the direct frains, so the
serviors were disconiimaed.

The Eastern Kail Users’ Com-
mitlee is irying o persuade
railway and a authoritics
to renew the direct link with
the Midlands and MNorth.

This could be a vital kssae for
organisafions  such as RIS,
because sucoess would
that entirely mew rail onenta-
Hons can, with proper pubdi-
city, aliract substantial new
passenger flows.
It would ako demonstrate a
symbiosis of m and railway:
co-apseTation worn  privale
and public transport instead of
fufile attempts o develop fier-
cely competitive and  quite
separale “syslems”,
O the other hand, further
faihare of the Stansted Fnes
suggest o some  that
capital cxpenditure on new
raalways I.ih: I wasbe of
m ] E h:'r Eon
|ﬁmﬁpﬂmﬁwnk r:ap::lil.l:u
L AM, or on a t
enlarged M25 i
fohire B, Lucy. Dovevote, Pu 1,
Fasmex CAMI 67X

Editor's note: KOS also wants
o see a rall link bebween
Braintree and Stanstesd
relnstated allowing even grea-
fer wee of rail from a wider
catchment area, It would
creale 2 new  cross-country
roube  from  Colchester and
Chelmsford to Cambridge and
beyond. Stansted airport
slation has also been designed
ta allow through running.

A new RIS paper From Plasne
to Train is now available for
£2 post free from RDS sales
(see address on page 1M

Slow on the uptake

Contrany 1o neposis that appear
in Raifwwich {rom lme o time
advocating a more even distri-
bruation investment at  the

expense of a few high speed

trains, 1 sugpest B is high-
profile fast tramns which draw
aserypers o the petwork in
the same way that the Matkonal
Lottery  high jackpot  draws
F.I.I'IIL'I'!-\.
Eurcstar would be o disasier
withoul the Fremnch high-speed
lime.
The German governmant also
shows I in ils invest-
ment i radlways. Recently £4
ballion h-ash.:_;mmn:-:d for a
naw' 115-mdbe-long B -‘-{-ﬂ.‘d
line froan Cologne 1o Fran
br mecuce jourpey Bme from
over bwi lesirs o under one.

The erving shame from  our
Gowernment, s that yvestment
in the West Coast main line
has met with such long pro-
eraatinialion, dlong with several
other high-profile projects. Do
wie have Bo sl for o change i
Government  before  rail s
given a higher profile?
Shemre . [MLR, Limder Hohe,
51740, Kodn, Germrnyg
Stere. Moirieuropa. rs bpafic de

Oh lucky day

Defying superstition, | made
my firsl Eurostar pumey on
Friday 13 Ogtober Tlm'«- much
more sensible than  flying

ot mrporis, geitng
mandm thee a.1r|'.mﬂ,mg.' b
Bt 16 Do Road, e
Barr, Tty 1 . =
gate, Morth Yorkshine HGT S0F
Holiday potential

I= ghere a wise: waikimg
in the wings who oould help
restore a through radl service e
the hadiday town of Minehead
in Somersct?

Preserved trains already oper-
ate ower the 20-mile branch
which is connected o the main
line at Taundon buil 1 s an
obwious candidate for through
traine

10,000 e live in Minehead
and in 1 alonae 40,000 irav-
elled by rail o Taunbon and
theem omy bo Mdinchead by posd,

There is enormous  potential
from Europe’s biggest residen-
tial holkid centre | Butlns
Somierset World) which accoms
meslates  TLCHE ! f’ﬁﬂ
% hiost to up bo 300K day
ﬁfmm 1,500 skaif,
There is obviously scope bo
carry people by rall in large
numbers
Cross-country irains, including
InterCity 1254, abready call at
Taunton en route o Flymouth
and Penzance from Brming-
ham, Leeds, Glasgow, Edin-
burgh and Abesdeen.
The local statkon can easily
cuprml:h.iuf-lnl.nmﬂa'l{i-
cmch  boco-haubed  service.

P latf‘ Oi‘ m Your letters

Commuter trains which hie idbke
at  the  weekend  oould E
bmu&hl inbs  service
wirkiends.

A new halt could be built for
Builins itself.

Members might wish 1o
gest such investmend o Bhe
coundcil lesder, County  Hall,
Tauamtan TAT 404,
Grafnrm Lurial, 179 Dalrymple
Streed, Girsven KA26 980G

Luggage solution
There kas been much descus-
siop  about  refaining  and

gﬂ;rrun\sjns facilities for bicy-
ches on rams. Can | make a
rallel F|I.ra fiwr im|:lrl|.r|."t'd
cilities for luggage?
We -.n'ungltd. back froan odir
ﬂrmmlfamil}' holidays at -
lish with wvarious ibems o
ape and childnen IJ'm"l.n_
the brsck station stop, we nearl
left the push chair behimd, We
clambered with luggage down
thie aisle o our reserved seais
over other wple's Ju
Then we I\.H.I]:.I!t: struggle back
oy et Rhie rest!
After all the stress, wie relaxed
as the frain sped pasi station-
ary nose-to-tail traffic on the
molorway north of Exeter and |
again realised there is no betber
weay b traved than by rall,

May | sugmest bwo opbions
First a retum of luggage in
advance. | have dimly nostalgic

miemaies From iy carl -i.'hr |;|.-
o] of a large trun
oollected  irom Ihm -:r-

Tuggage in advance” by a Brat-
ish HRailways lorry. It was
waiting for us on arrival, |1
realive the business, mirasirece
ture and stali that made the
service  possible  have  Tomglily
since disappeared and s rein
trodwction s much easher said
than dom.

Hawwever, its refurm could be of
greal benefil to a large oross-
section of radl travellers, fam-
ilies, disabld and elderly, o
mame a few,

Could Red Star work wath
ImterCily and Hegional Rail-
winys b rentroduce luggage in
advance in some fomm?
Secondly, for  acoompanied
luggapge. Wie've all expenienced
heavy back packs hanging pre-
carbously |r: the rack above Ihhi
seats, of luggage being @
ovcasional 1 for o thied
from the rcks at the end of
each coach,

Might | suggest this option?
Passengers  moporting 15
minubes before tﬁuﬂum time

oold place heavy in i
trolley which could ockixd
in the end van.

It could be unloaded on amrival



"'“1- - - -H

and for air-line style collection.
The irolleys could be colour
codind, for example, red-York,
Seweastle, blue-
inburgh,

Botlh couild help reduce the
chuttering up of aisles with lug-
gage on busy ifains, and the
caberi trodley  could  ged
througgh more castly,

Charlrs Bolaw, 56 Severn Dirtor,
Winlrown B . Preston PRS 4TE

Motorail alternative

Radlwatch COETES =
I thaie demise of
Motorail. When contemplating
a holiday last year | oo was
abtracted o Motorail dﬁplh
the cost and serious doubts as
i the environmental sense in
having a tonne of metal
fredghted 400 miles  aboard
another few tonmes of metal,
w?h' to have it brought back

=uE wiay a frw days later.

Marting  from London my
friend and | wanted B have
i o & car in west Scotland
I‘urmt or Bwo weeks in Ha}'

uired  (about a
mnluh h;'{-:-rﬂmn-.ir | o all
suitable Motorail services were
booked =0 our alternalive was
o arrange car hise (rom Glas-

Rayner’s Review

Railirack recently launched a
lossy Slpage booklet called
Devefoping a Mefwork for Bril-
wine s Nredds

I nrﬂull:r examined this net-
ment sladement
fnr I‘H'u"

A -|'|I.|I!'-I. I thaught
it Ehrow b oon thae
- |=1t-::£m of Railirack as it
rushies hﬁdlmnp, towards

otatine

The iion of the word
mh\“mwn on the cover
sets the scene for the rest of
the document. Each seciion
repeats the same message,

ft i Mmintaim, remew  ond
replace.

It = NOT: Develop, expind
arad moderise,

We must first understand
what wervice our ousbomers
want,” says the forewornd h}l
chairman BEobsert Hortosn
What most people wan is less
traific on the roads, bess polla-
tion, and an  improvied
environment for their childmen
and grandchildren te grow in,
Mr Horton's customsers ane the
p-r.'L'l]:!]r.- of this country, not an
asset management  company
anxious to im ¢ the rate of
return on ibs investment. I'-'I:,-'

gy | P | ey

gow. This proved to be & wise
mawve; for a mere L0 (ewclu-
STy unl:.r of fuel). We had the
use of a '.w.'ﬂ-:qui. F‘(‘ﬂ. ik -
erm vehicle for a week. At that
rafe even a fornghts hise
wiould have oot less than tak-
ing our car by train  from
Lomdom to Glasgow and back?

In retrospect Tm glad we were
not able 1o wse Motorall. We
s 0 lok of Evoquey,

Others might consider d*::ﬁﬁ

lkrwise, travellimg light

sparing themeelves lomg, Heing

r.:rinum*}ls.

Their car might welcome a

haoliday too - by being beft at

!

Ardrew Lostgtoet, 125 Coffersham
Porrk Bowaed . Wt Wimehledoor,

Lovadon SW20 00

Losing revenue

Each year, on the day follow-
ing ing Day, Leboester
Tigers play th{' Barbarians and
many ible people wse
the train instead of driving.
The trains are always busy bt
Hinckley station has suffered
staff cuts over the past couple
of vears or so. MNow the ticked
office is cosed inm the
afternoons and all Eickets have

atiention Wils
dravn o omne
Farli:u.'l..!r SR

fence:  ~Railtrack
inlrnads bo den-

Eify W, i
which r-:-{:th-.,-l:,-
mALinor ol ifs=
cations might e
boftlenacks". At best “minos
maodifications” implics cheap

sfubions, bul at worst, it sug-
goests infrastructure  designed
I operate to the minimum
sufety nqu'm:-ml-

This phrase “meinor
modihcations™ sits unrm.il}' in
my mind because Hailtrack has
already had to ask for i:l|.':|'h;'-|1
sk rq;,ardmﬁ
modifications whic I'I'u-_:.r .:in.'
umnable to n:u'nl:ll-l.w ooy HETse,
Seven Railtrack zomes  have
makid  For t'!:.ﬂ'nptlﬂl.‘l!i froem
rules an irains starling against
a redd signal.

It i= bad enough that Bailtrack
farled b make the modifi-
catons but it s a slign of the
muddbed railway of today that

Railtrack has to ask itself for
safely dispensations!
The melwork  managemendt

stfement repeats the “renewal
and  maintenance”
sEvieral llmﬂ-. Eu:l. everyone

g | g

1o be prirchased on the frain. A
friend boarded the train with
around 50 other peaple. The
thiket colleclor came b him
amed et prosented evidence of a
I_I.al two-for-one offer — plus

¢ fafe,

The conductor was completely
“thrown”, appeansd to kneow
nothing aboat this special offer
and cventually retired to his
“cubly heode” andd shist the door.

He came out onoe with a
pevuest for more information
and them went back. Unbelie
vably, he didn'l come oul again
before the train Ak
Lesorstor

All B0 or so got off
including my fricnd and his
party, and nore hid pakd,

If the station had been manawed
all would have obtabned tickets
= lob of money,

It seems counter- e o
close  Heket  offices  and  of
couirse Hvere is the isswe of staff
lumli'hg and information. [t all
results in poor service, a
irmage amd an incredible tugf‘:"f
revenae. | oread in our local
paper that the bocal coundal is
ﬂppﬂﬂlﬂﬁ. for the station o be
“dleanesd” up a5 it has deterior-
alexdl 50 in recent years.  We are

oubsde the
Cabineet, the chair-
l:n.zn of Railtrack
and perhaps his
chaed eoermlivee,
tk':;.nv that the C10

illion pledged in
this deument s
nod even enouigh o keep the
rablways in Hsor present sorry
sEate,

Other  seclions  are  entitbed

Moeting the Demands of the

Metwork and, ‘su iS¢, Sr-
prise, |"I‘l:'lj|:'|‘.‘|!- il EHEping

lmNﬂ

There soems o be an overuse

of this word network.

Inhﬂmlily'.. thse bookled mcﬁ&: us
that wie can expecl @ speeding
up of the process we have seen
sinoe the mid 1960s - a graduwal
decline of the rallway caused
by mimdmum invesiment,
Omee of the most Lelling stabe-
mends comes wnder the head-
ing of Grants.
Mmew as an afterthought, i
: "Where soially dealuble
noements  would  nol
nlhm'i.w be viable, Rabltrack
may be able to sock grants.”
The word may ought o be
replaced by maust,
This pamphlet identifics only

talking about a station shich
servies (or should) a pn'puLﬂﬂm

af around 40,000,
Milidred Card Kemneth] Curnie, 34
Britavirug Rodad, Purbage. Minck-
lew, Leics LEID ZHF

Editor's note: The new HDS

fare surv resulis are now
available RI¥S sales (sce
address an page 100,

Go West

I was one of many whao
helped restore the erein and

Wiendord Railway in Cormwall
and would CTWOURKRE s
restcders o comee to Cormweall 1o
take a kook at it

Richrrd Sharp, 76 Fore Streef,
Maorth Towlon, Devon EXX 2ED

Editor's note: The Bodmin and
Wenford is man by volunteers,
conmnects with BR at Bodmin
Parkway and can take you by
steam train wp the 1 in 40
climb o Comwall's old
county lown of Bodmin,

Abtractions nearby include the
Light Infantry Muceom and
the Mational Trusts Lanhy-
drock Homse.

Another attraction in  the

South West is the Wheal Mar-

China Clay Heritage
entre at 51 Austell

Railtrack on wrong line

.11 a pn-ml'b]r source of
Ell:ln: momey. What about the
tish Ceovernment?
It is all very depressing read-
ing and does ru'nth'm.; fo
reniew confidence in oa  rail
network.
The CGovermmient nusht fo
Ve a ic o
Ellill:l'..h:l: a direct imfrasbrucs
hure grant.
That would be a much maore
oost-cifective  way  forward
tham the present METTy-go-
round of subsidics.
If the existing railway from
Birmimgham south b
Southam: - which mans
s B0 the MA0SAS rouke -
wirre fo b uppraded, hormies
I:l-].' the bhundred could be
ira om trains in the
manner of our enlightened
Evropean neighbours.
The cosd of :im'|:|r|:|'ri:1 thi
complete e would be about
thie same a5 building the
Mewbury bypass!
S masch b be done, o little
timme, et Railtrack is sl
|'|-|.h!d:| it the wrong direc-
a8l people ane orying
-I.ll.ll flur.i U,

Peter Rayner |
5RO,




Bottom of the league

By Hugh Walker
| had the « |-|1|I|.|.'r|.i|::,' o Eravel o Swidss
Railways while on a recent business. brip to
Geneva

I Bhe clean and |.|'|I'i|.'|: dtml:l'!l-Flhl.'rl.' of the
slatbons on this 98%-clectribed  sysbem,
there s no ratthe from dicsel engines of
euhanest fumes Fl!llhlll:ﬂﬂ'l'h"-li!’.

Mot trains consist of eight o tem m]ld'l:.-'
bailt coaches plus a baggage van drawn by
an immaculate electric looomotive whic
enfers and d.-u'pﬂrh fmam the stabiom quwlh‘
and efficiently.

The baggage van of course has foom for
I'ru'}lr;lﬁ. luggage and some small frewght
loaded o the station platiorm.

Every bown and city has active Irl.1,|.!.1l-1
sidings. What a contrast bo Britamn where
ril freight facilities have almost disap-
Fh.'-'ll'l"l.‘l,-l."ﬁ'l'ﬂ in large cities.

Swiss Railways ook good on e ground,
bt what, | womdered, was the real conkn-
bastion lo tramsport infrastructune

The figures are good too. In 1565 11% of
passengeT journeys in Swikzerland were by
rail compared bo only 5% in the UK. while
a staggering 327% of freight moved by rail
{im tonne Klomelnes) urmp.u'l'.‘d e 1% in
the United Kingdom.

1 foume these figures in the Department of
Transports  delerrabaingd  Comparison of
Transport Shntratics published Last year,
Why should we care? Well, our main trad-
ing pariners are i Europe so we need bo
take a8 a bendhmark of our compebifive-
ness the various Eupogean economic and
investmient indscabors

Transport is one of these ndicators sinoe
erergy e, acoessibility, congestion and
pollution all have an impact on costs and
coam petitiveniss,
For exampbe, rall and public transport
gemerally ane [ve o en imes more Cnergy
cfficient than road haulage and private
cars; the congestion caused by excessive
use of rosd vehacles in the LUK & cstimated
by the Automobile Association o oost us
C1% billson & year
Using figures frod the intermational trans-
port statistics geport, and similar oeports
on UK trapspodt. [ compared Britain with
the rest of Europe, based on passenger-
kilometres and tonne-kilometres s these
robably  melote most cdesely 1o traffic
evicks
I encluded pipelines and *-hlf'|;lll1|i: { signi-
ficant sector for freight in the UK) and
concentralicd on the ratios for road versas
rail ireight. and cars versus public trans-
port (Faal plis bues)

This revealed that the UK 18 bobtom of the
beagee with only 125 of pammaoys by pulblic
transport versus the buropean average of
16.3%. Scotland does rather better a1 16.5%
because of higher use ol bises, although
rail i|_1urr||_-'_|.':«. al 4.4% is onw of the lowest.

The sibwation for freight s somilar with
1% going by rail in the UK versus the
European  average of 195%, while in
France and Cermany it is around 300, In

il

Percentage of Joumn Public Transpar
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Sootland it B only 65%! Britain s well
behind ite Furopean pariners in making
greater use of cffichent Iranspaort,

Incidentally these ane 1992 /93 figunes. The
figures today may be even more dis
couraging. Jourmeys by bus have declined
markedly since deregulation, and  rail
travel took a further setback in the strikes
of 1994 and 1995, with a fall of 5% in the
past bwo years,

There has also Been a 16% reduction in rail
frieteht shiwoe 1992938, with even some bulk
Inads being lost o road, as prices have
increased ahesd of privatisation.

Sar George Young, the transport minister,
las Isaasbed that we have the most liberal-
isedd transport systems. If this s the resuld,
perhaps it is o 5o desirable after all.

Mo woneder we are constantly remanded of
pscreasing  traffic congestion on  magos
roaads amad afr pollution i cties  thal
eveeeds  European  standards.  Maturally
there 5 ablso demand from organisations
such as the Freight Transport Association
amd British Boads Federatin for cven
morE rosd hl.-lt|l.‘|=l'||'.'.-

Yo there b= a0 much onused capaaity on
our rallways, and greater wse of puldic
transport would dear many private cars
o aosir croweled strevts where they occupy
a disproportionale amount of road space

Despite a reduction in the UK road-build-
ing programme, it is dir".'l.ppminlin-_:: that the
EEY saved has el been nedirected o
mﬂ:wn:,.'h and i'm'h]in' transport.

The West Coasdl main line upgrading anl
the lomg-overdue electrification of the
Edinburgh / Glasgow / Aberdeen  triangle,
SCCTT fis LAF WAy A8 ever.

s haed 1o imagine suwch o
cholge l‘h"ll‘lﬁ made at =i,
buit thiz kind of change in stra-
b thanking is newdesd if the
LIK i= 1o get anywhiene close bo
e Eumpu:'-.m average,  bel
alowie makch thie boest

A the momend the irends are
in the opposite direction. This
was the key poant ighlighted
by the Hu:r.lil. Commession on
Environmental Polhetion in its
report last year

Perhaps you might =ay that
15 ».'nm|ur.im|15 are irmelie-
van! because our  economy

}TE’H"HHEHE
Illllllll‘ll\‘

and infrastructune are diffenent
m the LUK To some exlent
transport planming is a seli-ful-
filling ophecy,  panticularly
when relates] (o LII'N; [T

However, when | looked at

some  macro-econemic el

coloes, 1 did med firsdd &

compelling  reason  for our

lowly position in the transpaor
)

league

After The Metherlands angd Bel-
gium. Britain is one ol thi el
densely populated coumlies in
|Z|.1n|p;=, which showld make i
attractive for pulbdic transpon

[h= ecomamic activity play a part? Appar-
enitly not, 45 Britaln has one of the lower
pross domestic prodisct per copata fgures -
somewhal higher than Spain but dl:'.".ll.'lih
half that of e wealthiest country, Switee
lamal

Meither is Esere any oorrelation with car
L Tl,m'll:p whach s Lk T (L] [\.'\.lplll.' mn
the UE versus 470 in Switeerland  and
Crermany, Wealth and high car ownership
i il |‘.||_'||_1_1.'\-q'|l'||1|' meran less use of LEITS
tranapuart, although this is often used as an
argument fof more road building

If we wand to make progeess we need to
identify the key differences between our
systemms and those of the Comtanent

Some factors might be

B Relative pricing befween maodes of trans-
ot

B Degree of traific managemien

B Refative investment levels

B Degree of rail clectrification. Eurepean
average 42'%, UK 29%, Sootland 25%

[ ] .l".'l.'.'ql.‘l.‘ll.||1:ﬁ' of railtreight tacilities

B Level of public I:r.||1.-||.'v|1rl indegration,
accessibility and quality of service

Wi then nevd to set out a plan with riel
and dates bo monitor progress and eval-
wsabe investmienl

It takes time to change, and the early Z1st
cenfury could see increasing pressure of
envergy comsumplion and pollution, and on
T |_'||_l||1|l|.|l"|l.!|'.

# Hugh Waller = markeling commmueion ions
marsager af am elactrorics muftmationsl i
Seoflamd

Parcentage of Fralght by Rail
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Victims of the road lobby

A group mf parcnts |n thic Tuf-
nell Park ares of London took
by this strevets e profest about
the polluted air they and their
children have te breathe overy
day. '
They have come together inoa
group called Airwalch and are
working bo improve the quality
o air i theeir area

Pretty quickly  they  oealised
that by improving the Barking
Lyoape] Chak line traffic could be
taken off their bocal roads

Ihey are now haping for a new
statvom ol Tufmell Mark which
would allow chaldren o travel
o schond by train

The Barking Gospel Oak Line
Committer has been struggling
‘Itlr yoars to convinoe BE mana
rers ffied the Government of the
potendial of the line but it has
s left b moulder  with
aging traims, imasdegquaie
spnallimg and vandalism.

lleally the hne should be elec-
frified and moderndsed so it
can fulial s proper unction as
an efscaent East-West lindk

At the commiabhee s meching in
sepbember, MNorth London Kail-
ways  commercial | manager
Hran Leaker was more ophi-
mistie aboud the fubure of the
line

Bat apalogies for absencoe wene
receiviesd irom four MPs - Mar-
garet Hidpe (Barking). Harry
LCohien (1 aryon), fudith © hurch
(Dagenham)  and  Stephen
Timmms (MNewham Morth East)
Wiell at least they had the grace
b apologise for nol attending,
bt MM of all pafties mcsl

'-L'Jhu,"' that prople are loosking o them for

hiedp in breaking through the prosent bog-
jam of rail improvement schemes awaiting
.nppruul

e rail users growp was expecting the 1995
train cancellations figure 1o beat the albys-
mal recond =et in 1991 which saw 1,500
cancellations. They nightly desoribe e
starte of thie trains ax uiterly appalling

Vs, owr line is doing its bl 1o madnkain
Moorth Lomdon Railways' posilion as 1hs
mosd  meficient of the frain operaling
umits,” reporied the group’s newsleter

The six local anthorities  along the Hne's
roude  are  desperade for things o b
improved but, true to form, the Depart-
ment of Transport i= albeving  only
20 CWN — |n:~|-.'-m:| of theer nieedied DN NN
o b spwent on improving the stations

The Government Oifice for London s
already betng obsiruactive aboul regquests
for funding for mest year and MNorth Lon-
don Raklwavs has pefiased fo ask for cish bo
I’H’hh‘ll.‘ll"' a Tufmell Park statiom, I8 s worred
aboul the consequent morease in Railtrack
charges

Even though _I'r.1nh|'\-|:-rl' Mianlster Steven
Morms has experienced at first hand the

FI.l.I'I'I'J.I'J,E‘ at the car furmes: Parenis

and childrent gel fogether o pro-

test aboul the level of traffic in

Tufnell Park, London, Rall impro-

vinments could ghve people an

alternative to the car

Pictures: Elaine Kennady

failings of the line -~ he was delayed for
mvire than an hour on it = litthe appears bo
have been done. In an attempt bo engage
his mdberest, users sent him Vabentine cands
m February asking for a reliable service.
B Airwatch, 120 5 George's Avonue, BT OAH

W UL rail users, s5EA High Road, Levion EH
4] Ernuail: fnulgerigend poplel org uk

_ Myth of
‘accidents’

By Brigite Chaudhry
of RoadPeace

As trathee mreases, the dan-
ger on our rods Bosteasd]y
Frll'|I.'|_|I.J,:

Eagh year mone than SO
proopie ane killed or imgured in
:I-hl-.li traltie riwadents on Hril-
S s

Moo=t are the viclonms of
sormeone else's poor drvang
it all rosd desths are con-
siclered  Taccidents” and  ane
rouitinely reberred bo as such,
regardiiss  of whether any
vesEE A M 1s |.III.'I".||..II:II3.:

W lalk aof da air crash and &
disaster at sea bul even a fatal
imcsdent on the rosds s
termed  an accident - pust
anoller Kosd [rathe Aocdenl
as far as the poioe anel legal
MEETICIES A ooderieed

Meanwlhale we. the bencavied
and injured, are capectind o
accept the catastrophe which
has overtaken us withosl any
|||'|.|||_'|-I (1 q_l.lr'|l.|,||.||r|l

Wi must give W our ol
LE | i s .
porous drivers, as car-fodder,
withiout =& much a3 a whim-
E Andd W owe wwai sheps
taken which would prevent
shmilar ||l'l|.;"l."|1l‘|."h. W ane gen-
erally tecabed swilh combempd
Thi vasl maeridy of dnvers
whis Canase death ;:l LTy ane
mil made scountable for what I|'.1_':. have
done, They are charged with minos road
traffic offcmoes the death of injury gois
unmentioned, the causes beft unaddressed

sacTibices b lan-

Cemerally, the only  mvestigalion 2 an
incuest in A coroner s ooar, These are con-
ducted by coroners sithing alone, withoul a
jury. There B no legal akd for victims' fam-
lies, and oven those who can afford a
lvwyer are ofben tokd they necdn't atbend
The drivers, by contrast, are never alome
becansee of poszible civil dlaims, ther insur-
ance companics send a body of legal
represendatives who wually advise drivers
e ED ANSWET ANy qpuestinns

Coroners generally acqueesce in this, which
of pourse makes a tmavesty of the idea of
any " inveskigation”.

Whatever the evidence, mauest verdicts
almost invanably record “accidental dealh”
What ks most upsetting for aggrieved rela-
tives s that the death of a loved one soems
ruibstser I-!.'I.I't'lFll.‘LL with no bessons Jearmed
amgd o action taken Thus ithe Carmage
combinues

B Brigilke L hasidhry, HosdPeace, the miliomil
charity for road traffic victims, O HBoa 2559
Lmnalon BW0 IV, Fhosefax D181 S 10T
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Home thoughts
from abroad

Eurcstar spoed in Britain: S0mph
Eurostar spedd in France: 185mph

Bailirack “vislon™ for Wesil Coasil main lno:
T40mgh.

What was opice Brain's premaeT A, may Svens
tually pet Elking Erains - years alter Finlasd,
Hussia, the Ceech republic, Sweden, Derimark,
Ceerrmnanmy, Spain and ltaly

While Britain is =il contemplating s navel
other counirics are poang alead wath debimnfte
plans

Six ICE brasrs ane |.'I|'III._|,! |'-:"'.|;..:h|: for £ imkllion
fromm Germany by Meiherlangds Hailways o mun
IH5mph services from Amsterdam to Lologne,
Frankfurt and Bedine Nethedands  Eadlways
s Pl 45% of the mow trathc will be pedor
ists fed wip with driving. The Dutch government
5 alse spending £2 billin on & 10-year rail
infrastructure upgrading programme. Some lines
sl e widened o fowr tracks

Epalﬂ = '-|'\-.'|'.-\.'.|:|:,-
Irdn SErvie abo ¥
betwern Baroelona a

E6%] million on a 136mph
the Mediferranean coast
d Valencia

Crech Bailways is spending £125 million on
high-speed Pendoline tilting trains from Fiat and
Chemens 1o run trains from Berlin (o Prague and
W e

Sweden = spending £92 million on seven ABB
AN high-speed tlting Etrains apd s expected o
buy another sax soon, some of Wil h weill ran
!IIr‘I'IJl"_II 1o Deanvmark on the new Oresund link. 1t
w alen -\.l'\q,-|l_q,|||_-|:\.: 2 makliesn B u.|'-r_r.u|-.- fhe
deborg-Malmas route for 1 '\-1|'.||'l|| trains whone
tilting trains starbesd Funning sn january The
filting traines will soon b= the standard inber-city
train i Sweden

i h|.,-3|--|1.-l-.j Pemdolinl tiliing trains begaii
apeTating Betwreeds Turku amd MHedsinkd Bast viear
rn Flrmish R.|'_|'hl|.l:|'\-| which ks -.--n--uh.-rl:l;.: iy-
img X3 masre tillngg ERan scis, somce of w hich may
run through to St Petersburg in Russia

Florida is plannimg o g subsmides of 5
mallion a vedr by 4 codsorgiam |."..'|I'|I'|I!I,,' bix buidd
a high-=speed rul ¢ in the USA between
Crrlando, Tampa and Miami

Construction has begun in Franse on the L33
billion projexct do banled 180 mmdles of :"I'.I.'.,ll"-}‘\.'l\.'l\.l
track o link Marseilles o the TGY nebwork

Electrification amsuned Cherbourg will brimg 125
|;|15-2| trmins b Mol v i I|J|'II'

Mew double-deck 185mph trains will e inkro-
duced betwern Pans and Lyon this sammer
becase demanad for radl travel is =0 high

Construction begain in hﬂl‘!l in Movember on b
nesy Mmale Florence o Bologna |I'|!.'_|'. '\-|.‘1."l."'l.| hine
which will cost £1.5 killkon

i"2 2 hillion i fo be invested bo r-.'-|'-|.|-. v Sublart
terminus with a through station able (o acomiao-
dabe |'||;.:|1-'¢.]"q.'b..'b,| traars and elimimate the nevd [od
train reversals, The German transport mindshry
calculates that one benefil will be the remosal ol
{ million becal car inps a clay

Japanese Cendral Railways i testing a 21%mph
tramm. Last var a |.'||,l.|:I|.'|-|.' East train nesded
Helmph

Mo mew trains wene ondered in Britain last year,
for the first tme since 1947

Mo mew s are likely o be ordered for
amnither three years in Britain because of uncer-
Lrinty surronsimding fall |lr:.'|.'||l'\-\.'||.in.ll'|

=

Showing the way ahead: Trevor Garrod, Alexander King and Rob Archer 8t Yaxhas

By Trevor Garrod

[t is Rl easy ko reopen a railway. |-
itw, flexibalaty, iImagimation, research and
a1 =rped 1l |l.|;|I'|Il.|I.II are all niseded

ek Line in the West Midlands
wis pesfored in 1989, bul the campaign
had lasted lomger than Workd Yar 1]
Morfolk can go one better. The Depsham
line closed (o passCTECTs an 1964, the
CAfsEn oy FeopeT 1 started Qe vears
later amd on Saturday 23 December
1% a [MISECTHECT SCTVIEE stagtind over
one and a half miles of rack

Thie 12-mile line was used [of 1r|.'|:,'.|'||
traffic until 1968, and between 1978 ansd
1958, RIS and s associated  bocal
groups, the Wymondham, Dercham &
Fakenham Hail Action Comanliee aisd
the Fakenham & Dercham Eallway
Socirty, man 20 charter rans, carmving
o SN [PASSCTRRCTS.

| hefe woere 1-|1|-|.1p-|.':rw- trips b Morwich,
seaskde  ewcursbons anad  lnberCaly
spexials o York and Porlsamoath

Wilhdlrwal of  the I:r-.-||.-,l-.| STV,
levwoever, led b the merger of ."ll-:l [RAL
and the F&DRS to form the Mid Merfolk
Rallway Sociefy and the setting-up of
the Great Easterm Kadlway  Company
{19 Lid, The amm wias 5 |.1|1:|' the line,
imcluding its northward extension and
operate  both  commuber s lourisl

The cycle of s

servioes, RS East Anglia bought shares
angd Breckland Distrct Council showed an
inleresd in tha boaurist pobeniial

y small milway oenire was opened  al
County School skation, six miles ||'HI L1
[Deseham

A srETEELImes ?|.||1|1-|'|'.I-\. thene wiene dhifer-
b ellal bl It e miermbers
rimarily imlerested in e enthosiact mar
I-.q-l and those whose long-term goal was a
r|.-_|:'.|'|.|r |'-.'|---.-:|3.;-.'z' RSTN L

TS i

Sorions concern also prose over the way thae
CTFI ATy Wials I"'\.'II'I:-: s

As g result, the Mid MNorfolk Hailway
Socaety. with some 6 members, deckdied
1o form itself indo a Preservation Trust and
bad for thie limae

I Jamuary 1995, Breckland L o] decidexd
b buy the track and bease 1 bo the socety
and on 14 December the full counal
gronted 75,000 b0 the Preservation Trusl
and loaned it E50000 for purchase. Furthes
o or grants may e offered

Weanwhile, the trust’s members had been
doing maintenance work with special per-
mikssion from BE Property Board

The Railway Inspectorate gave the go-
ahead for passengers services bo stanl over
the mile and a half from Rash's Green bo
Yaxham and for works traans boowse the rest
ofl the line down ko '-'l.':. momdham. The
MMNRPT was able to operate its first public




it yoar with the class 20s now working

1CCESS

ervioe o 23 Decemlser, having also run a

harter servioe for a local
v iirs Moncay

b fest irain was bwo chass 200 dicsels with
rake of former Network SouthEast
R which made four retum trips on a

ol oo Saturdav and carried
e N boecal SRR TS
P ] | F|-|'||P||.' WETE  PeEniT
el B Eheir railway, and
iwvesr a foredaste of thikgs o
ome, Peeserved dicsel vl
sl umils are o be a special
cature of the line

rordlies now will b b
shieiud o i shages 1o the
unction at Wymondham and
o lay 3N vards of track back
ple Dereham's main statson

[ h:-l|'- in thi= endeavour, the
Mmast is issuing Boods  at
wices from £25 o 1000, and
ks o radse ©100CENL BF vou
wirld like a prospecius,
Hease wrile 1o MMNE Bond
smiee, o« MMaseficld, Hatchin,
ferts S04 DOE

fod can jodn the Trust as an
idinary  member for E15
Nrile B !'-.I|'|1|h-.|-\.!u|'- ST
arv, Mr 5 D Move, 21 Thae
trambles, Ware, Herts SGI12
L)

New life for old railways

Thiks was the soene, e, at Yasham, Norfolk,
Lasd vear when the RO sponsored '\."!.'l.h.' rifc
wistlizd th afea Ih-«.plh- ther swesds and wild
Hlavisers, real tradns are v back

A service has begun bo operate from Dereham
to Yaxham and there ane high hispes that '|hl.‘.-'
will =oon be mumning  ffom Descham 10
Wymondham

Poentially this could be the catalyst for the
much wider development of the railway
nefwork in Morfolk,” =aid working  party
chairman Tim East. The RS ride was just one
of many inghatives to promaofe the idea

This year the KLUS ride is based on Stratiord-
-|||1.::.|:|._.'!|.-..|1| I sk wvand [0 gedl omno yoar ik
on Satusday & June io !n.'-]p a railway projec
comlact Bob Archer, 62 Checker Strevt, King's
Lymn. Norfelk PEX 5AS for details. Tell ham
wlach |_|‘|.|||I:.. YVOiig |'l|.||:| Iy radse msoney for. O
il wou don't wani o mide, vou can SpOTHSOr N
||r.I|'||_' riders

T riders will meet at Stralford stabon ol
1260 and cvcle 15 miles 1o Honevbouwrme

Eoad Erathc ||r|||'|||_'.'|'.l-\. have become acule
Stralford =sanoe e lown kst s skalus s a
railway funclion. Bul 1996 iraffic could e
edsid 1f Uhee r.~|'|l.1..|:|.' nelwork was |"~|'l.'|l'||1|"|.|.
|'|_'|r'|'..,|||.|r|n.' by rexHeTIAME the old Grest Wes
term hine fmem Siratford o Honeyvbourmie and
Broadway

The Stralford on Avon & Brosdway Railway
Sogiety has beven formed bo preserve a throe-
mile sfewich of line - mothballed by BR since
1952 - and o re-connect it with the mational
Faal melwork

A link fto Strafford would alkww  Eravel
throwgh to Birmingham, Leamington, Sbour-
Bridge and many other destinalions. A link at
Honeyboumne would clear the way for con-
pechione o Worcester in one direchion and
Croford im the other.

The whole questin of nenstating rail lines
will Be ihe siglsect of our f[fth national FHadl
Reopenings Conference al Bicester, Oxford-
ghire, on 29 June Jim Sheer. managing
director of the ansport consultants, Sleer

the decling: A bike rofling away af Yaxham

Diavies Cleave, which carsied out the feasibil
ity study for the east fwest radl link, seported
on the fromt page of this Bailaatch, will be one
of the speakers.

Dk Felling, Public Transport Ofwer of
Crcfordehire County Council, will describs his
practical  experience of reopenings and  his
ooancil's ideas for the future.

Th corderence will be held in the Methodist
Hall, Bicester, from 1305, There will be a
et lumech feoen 12 noon and mid aftermioson
iea. The oost 5 5 for KIS members (inglad
i baallet lunchl, £10 for non-members. For
|l e P LIEFITYR Imch, thae fev is 22 and £4
rl_'HI,l'I_'I_||'I.I_"='| Pleaze wnd bookings 1o David
Soames. 158 Atherstone Avenue, Peterbor-
'""-FI' FES UM, Full conference details willl be
sl il & |-|"'||||.||.‘;|'|| bsefoee the ovent

O Ehie 1she of 'ﬂ'lqht. a report inbis rebuilding
the lime Bo Venitnor al a cost of around C10
pal o '|"-:|:I'||'- oul i woeuld generahe oxkra
revedie for the town's holiday trade and
B fit bscal resadents

Information  aboiat the Internet and  the
World Wide Web looded in after the last
Bwilsnrich and assistant editor Graham Morm-
o has creabted a WYWW page for Kalafcod
wehich can be acoesasd at

hitp:/ fourworld .compuserve.com/
h.lnl-_'|1,,1|_l|-|_'l-\._ GMortisom,) ralwale Wm

W are i e Prooess o -:!l"..|'|l.|i".l'.u ok
pages and compaling a guide o WWW siles
w=eful o rabl |_,II|'||,',I:||:||I-\.'|'I-| Thi |"_|'.I|.‘|l.' can be
found on Graham's Radhmaich sile and willl be
regularky I_|F'\-|_|.'||-|'H.! Wi woild aklso like 1o
.L.||1||'||i-|,l a dhireciory of RS meombers who
have am emaill acddress, 1§ vou do, |,||||-_'|u_- senid
i shaorl message bo Railwats |Il".‘|F‘:\.‘!|lI‘|l'| cok

Sk geooasd i which boasis of improving condi-
i Dor ibs cusboamers has refused Bo atfend
the Rall Users Conference which will be
heldd wt the Camden Centre. London om
Safurday I8 "-u-p::-mh-r. It has a ko bo beam
abimil 1bs Cuslomers!

RDS loltery winners: NSooomder  Ardnew
[Rasiis, Lewxds E5U 20, Phikip H.I||'\l|1. Leeds £37, W
| Measure, Lomdon £223, lendler Adams, Stow-
marked £14.80, H B F Mills, Cheshund 740,
Bt Luimiamings, Hvele L7400

[heceniher; Hrian Hastings, Soamthonpe D6, Maul
Seaiilen, Ewcler C1050 L B Simpaon, L amnock
2250 Jonatkion Dalion, Eastbouwme C15. Johm
Gavape, Tang E75L Mr and Mrs A Hodgson,
Sl el £ .5

hmmary; G B Selby, Wells 55920, Miss [oan
Ll ||n|u ich £37, | E Wilson f||-.1p|-rl-.-:.
22 M Bediord. Farcham £14.80, Michael
Graffbs, Markel Hasborough £7.40, | T Brown
Thosnbon Clevelevs £7.40

Selling RDS ideas MMembers who travel
round visiting, tournsd sttractions, rall evends
and shops con help make money for the
socicty by taking a small guantily of RI¥A
books or Railwatches with them. We can
supply samples and small packs of rermaind-
ered books for you bo olfer, For details,
contact Tony Smale at 8% MNorth '|"-'+II||'|E|-=rrl.
Fareham, Hami=s PCN6 BT, Tel 013239 B335

A w.pﬁ;:.nl irain between Wevmaouth amd Dos-
chester which will carry 100 folding bikes will
b o feature of the first infemational Fold-
ing Blke Conference at Weymouth on 11-12
Nlay, Detaile DIES 772444,

bR



Local action

Yorkshire
By Janves Tawler
Privatisation Fatigue? Top marks to the
managing director of 4 wholly owned
subsidiary of BR providing InterCity =er-
vices who, in answed b A abot
privatisstion, candidly rephied: Myself and
my managers ard working in an environ-
ment nat of our making amwd may oF may
ot be of one's individiaal choice. It is,
however, the situation in which we are
eupected to operabe and b which we mass
deliver what customers noed.” He has a
roint.
Yorkshire Rail Review 1995 The good
news was the improvement o bocal Hme-
keeping by Reglonal Railways Morth East.
The bad news was that, for the second
consecutive yedr, o new stations opened
in Yorkshire, Mor can we ex any in
[¥% - nor, | ssspect, in 1997, This is
because everything is on hold due o pri-
vatization wihch is reputed 1o be coding an
additinnal £ millien each year, on bop of
reorganmsalion costs in excess of O billon,
simply to provide the present bevel of ser-
vice. How miech Tsetter §f this money had
been invested in the rilway itself: on elec-
trification of the Midland main line, on
:ﬂm' miw skations, on reEi;n:-l.'-rrwnl of
pp.n:?-.ﬂat rodling stosck, track and signall-
ing. rather tham on a vast new bureaucracy,
Delayed yet again Cnoe again the reopen-
aof the direct link between Dlalifas and
Huddersfield, which should have boen up
and runnming two years ago - with new
slations at Brighouse amwd Elland = has been
deferred. Any prospects for Midland main
line clectrification amnd proposals to put the
Morth Transl"ennine route under the wires
have also bevn shunbed inboe a siding.

Tap Tap January's fare increases abowe the
rabe of inilation are difficult bo equate with
Transport Secretary Sir George Young's
clakm that all privatisations fesull in better
serviors and redwond charges. Chaite apart
from anything clue, he's obviously mwever
Fearcd of Yorkshire Water!

Well Done Member Geoffrey Wood keeps
a wabchful eve on regional towrist literature
and = quick to draw the attention of those
r.:-s-pcmb]-u:'- when referemce o pl.lhl-h.‘ LEETRES
port is omitted. In one instanoe the
administrators of a histoncal altraction
wiore s appreciative that they not only
redraited the leaflet to include details of the
buscs and trains but also send Goeodfrey a
fmplr-nd'!'m tickets for has ol

Audience Participation 8 seems my obser-
vations regarding the role of the public at
Hall User Consullative Commiite: iviee-
ings have ming a chord. The Eastern RUCC,
bk the MNorth Western RUCC  (which
attracts up to 40 members of the public)
includes a public forum at its meeings.
Now, since January, the MNorth Eastern
HIFE'C{' under its pew chaireman ]irl'ldlriﬂl':'-
affers tha public the o ity to acldress
its m:_h:th'l.gmn. subiect :5??;:;, otioe of the
b B b radsedd,

Cheers! ]mm[:]g the CrossCountry York-
Poole train at York, | breated myselt to a4 gin
and tonic but was disappointed to find
theere was noe boe, | s o thie stewiarnd
that he could have restocked at York. He
replied that, as o consequence of privati-
jL1]

=g
sation, there was a minimum charge of £
for taking on stock at York and blamed
John Majgor! CrossCountry refutes this and
says “arrangements for providing ioe to this
train” ane being reviewed.
MNaughty! Naoghty! Railtrack in Leeds has
e uneber fire for using the station con-
course  for cigarette  and  automobile
wistboms. = bt the car take the stradn! - o
st s balange sheet prior to priviadi-
sation. How long, 1 wonder, before the
el ve Inun!.r,' s turned info 4 massage
prarouir?

Cambrian lines

By Chris Magner

Ticketyboo Mewtown station ticket agency
run Peter Crompton of the Cambri
Line Users’ Association opened i Movem-
ber anad has made a good start.

In credit Caersws station has been e
painted while the restored Machynlleth
slation will be opened in March. Regional
Failways is hosting oclebrations and an
open day. Those pivvodvied i Ehee restoration
wiork dieserve great oredit,

Bonus travel The Cambrian Coast Line has
enjoyed extra custom because of the cheap
fares promotion (maximum fare £5). Ths
will go on until May, A survey is under
way to see what wﬂ:zi: needed to upgrade
the Dovey Junction to Pwilheli line for
higher speeds. Summer will see better
connections with the West Coast main line,

= |
L 'EI

Morth
Midlands

By Maleolm Coodall A
J: 1
Robin Hood A Fun Day introdueced stage
tw of the Robin Hood Line to the public.
Fasr Hlse firsd time in 31 years, passengers arne
able 1o travel beyond Mewstead, over
peinstabed tracks, through the reopened
Kirkby tunnel, and over a new link to the
existing freight line from Pye Bridge, There
are new stations at Sutton Parkway, Mans.

feld and Manafield Woodhouse, Crowds
Mescked 1o the line and packed aboard.

Fairground In between trains, revellers
enjoyed  Fabrground  rides, refreshments,
and trade stands. Arthur Cowie of Notting-
hamshire County Council had his own stall
publicising the service, :rjimt Railways
mm:-.illhci;ﬂrnum the HnLL';Shﬂ:tﬂ
wis kel li a -
bets, and ﬂ:r%udl:gs mmm lirue
information. RIS members foand b dif-
ficult to belicve 30 years of campaigning
hasd finally Bome fruit.

Promising start Through December and
into the Mew Year, the new trains provid
' Lar with Cheistmas s ’rs,
mwmmummdrhsbm tp:l froam
the three new slations. A basic Enruﬂ}'
service 18 provided, with  extras  on
Saturdays. The singhe track between HBest-
wood FPark and Kirkby Lane End prevents
operation on a regular half-hourly head-
way. Despite the odd problem with level

— - Pl

cromsimgs, train failures and thefl of mew
sisn.ﬂllin%mhh'. the pubdic has given good
support. ir:rt]L-.\.nwmﬂ'Hﬂ free.
Future developments Construction i
Kirkby-in-Ashficld station is planned for
1996, with the ail of an additional £33.1
million from the Department of Trarwq::
o oover cost increasis of S o,
stage threv extension b Worksop shiuld
ger ahead in 197 /8 with a Buropean grant
of 25%, if the miment of Transport
rovides ils 75'% the £53 million cost
g'hi: stage will involve Bolsover District
and Derbyshire County Councile. Anotler
1Eu:l.'mil:liJi.l is stagpe Four, branching off af
“reswedl bo fallviy the disused single line
through Clowne and Staveley to Sheffiekd.

South Wales

By Julian Langston
Ten point plan We've senl a likpoint plan
o Cacrphilly councillors to promete public

transport options following proposals for a
widemed northern bypass. We call for
froquent mail services ad 4 mew stabi
better integration betwern bus amd  rail,
more information, beller amendbies a =ta-
Hiomys as well as bos and t?::f)lhnm ;ﬂ::hl‘
5 ealions are backed up CAIETE i
wulffw they have been sucoesshully carred
oial elsewhere in the UK

Better media coverage RIS adivities over
the past six mamths have received wide
coverage. We've commenbed on the nevd
for a comprehensive rall service across
Wales on Sundayvs as ever more shops are
wrl We've abso exprossed dismay at the
dlosure west of Swansea, be allow engineer-
ing work on one small section between
Llnclli and Kidwelly. We are worried
Railtrack i taking longer than necessary o
carry out work by employing fewer engi-
neers and saving money = o the detriment
of passengers.
Bawe Rhondda rail sosite We have called
jor the trackbed of the Rhondda Fach rail-
way fo be protected from obliteration by a
proposed road for the valley, The case for
reopening is growing as plans for & ca
parts factory at Mac migan there is als
the possibifity of freight for the line. The
pearby Rhondda Fawr line is one of the
best in Europe per hesd of lation; its
brother should at least be safeguarded
or future penerations, cven if it can't be
rebarilt now

Laonch of Cardiff Group We are bﬂtlﬁ
up & working gosip o e rail, &
dress ms i Ehe Cardiff arca. There
is much scope fof rail dev t e,
which we alsa > will increase RDS
membershig in Cardaff,
Freight We are calling for rail freight facili-
tig= tor be prowided at the Irish Sea ports of
Fishguard and Holyhead. Money could be
founad for the Fishguard terminal by aller-
ing plans. for an iﬂt-mmdal freight bm'rlin:ll
proposed  for  Wentl Cardiff,
desagned to serve Ehﬁl Tunmel irains.
This scheme, exspaxtied to cost at least £14
million would fequire funding from the
Welsh Development . I8, however,
alternative ns  put  forward
Associated British Ports went ahead, there
would be no call on the public purse and
the momey coubd be diverted 1o providing o
berminal &t Fishguard.



ABF have a large arca of suitable land in
Cardiff Dhocks, which they belicve they
conild Fully equip for only 22 million. We
support an intermodal terminal in Carditt,
bt bedicwve that Wentloog is the wrong
place for it, prefesring bo see the ABF pro
wal or a similar idea osing the existing
Teightliner terminal adopled instead

North East
By Peter Alkinson

Freight potential Mol Crossland of Load
il l-l,u'|||.|_' o the branch in November
ksl Thee oppertunitbes awalting a prival-
send rall Fresghb |||,'\I-|_‘i'.'||||.|l'|

IsolaHon fear We are wornied aboul the
isolation of the city of Sunderband from the
TransPennine  network Electrification
pmpm.l.l-. Ll.ll'l'll_'lll"l."'l:n.' ignore 8. The branch
is pursuing this with both Fegional Rail
wiavs and Tvoe and Wear Passenger
'Ir.'u.'u.l_'-r-rl Expoudive

Reopening hope The branch is establishing
a gonsultative group to study the possibili
ties of reopemng the Leamside (Pelaw
Ferrvhill) line swhich has both frcight and
passcnger poleniial

South West
By Garard Duddridge

Battle with lides Ralltrack struggled with
the horoes of nadure on Saberday 6 Janaary
Thie 1747 from Eweber o Pencanoe  was
birewaght fo a halt at Dawlish by high spring
ticles plus south casterly winds, The irakm -
hieacdlight smashid — crawled along the sea

L 3

BIKE IN A
- BRIEF CASE?

Lovely idea, o decent bike that con be spirited out of § o brief cose...

wall. Shortly atterwards the Eoeler-Bew ton
Abbod limee wias chosed unhl Monday @l
1530, From 9 o 22 January, buses subati-
tubed bor local trains. The complefe servioe
wits only mestored on 26 January. It s
reported that a six-figune sum was spert on
repairs in three weeks and this doss not
I.1L' b account the cosi ol -.||-n|]='|=l*il
Ewrters local paper Ehe Express and Echio
carried a January item headed: Talls miy
e Beeclnng i, Kaklirack's Tracey Haikey
saic: “The company may ook st openang
up old sedtions of trock lo take the strakn
all the coastal lame, Al oBe i Thefe wese
quite a few lines running in that part of
Devon. Inland the Tepn Valley line
branchied off at Excter S0 David's and then
reporied Al Mewlon Abbot, There was also
thie Exeter wia Crediton, Okchamplon bo
Mvmouth line which closed in the lae
19k, This s the line which we would
consider feopening awl talks are e
|_'.|||:|.' stages at i easmenl, There ane abaol
M edles of lrack [{E1EE 14T which would
have o be replaced before B could be
Ikl upr again, sl it is |'\l\.r~|h||'\l||_' [hae
'-\.l'-|_||_'|:, sbagtiesd b [rress 0w ||I.-|"|.-:||\.|.'||.I|:||'-I|-I'|
oplion wienn Bhie leallet iy Hack Chir
T rcks was puldlished in 159493

Labour backs road 23 membiers of Kerrier
District Council have voled againg reopen-
ing Cam Brea station, despibe support by
Carm Brea parish council, and 14 district
councillors, A Labour district  councnlbor
described it a2 a Thalf baked™ scheme, Hie
wias reported as saying that the A roasd
should be completed before money  is

q'\.

M Lnag is if doasn’
exist but o protty close
approximation doss -
the Bromplon
propar bike: fod, proctical
ond with i:.\-.'|:-|:,- |'|L'|n|:||.ng
Yat it can be ransbormed in
o few seconds into o hondy
package: not as small as a bref case, it musk ba owned
y but monpthaless |:|rn|:r:|:|n5|':,l compoct and ||g|:1

“wasted” on this station. The vole mesens
that the station will not be included in the
dhistrict counoils beval  plan,  whs h weilll
]'-r|1'|'\.||'\-'|:| Fcan Lhat any slag o FC-Oem thie
skatiof wiomild e -|4;|||_'|_|1'H. to by the coimcil
The main |||l|,l-|'n||1|11| has T TR ST o e ]
Eedruth and Camborme Town Councils
wiach age sfrad that TORPETHRE Cam Brea
will mwean thalt Cambome and Redouth
shations will be closeed. Flvwever the [T
jrosal wiodld have been fog |1I.|.Ih-rm- long
.,1|-cl-c.|h'h for four-cioach ".1-FH'|I'||-|'F frains bai
nnd InberCalby 125s,

Wail for fredight In Late Movember the
sty became concemmed about the loss of
the Culi Of trains foom the Heathficeld
line, the last remaining, freight servioes. We
few]l Bhat it is cssenisal that the track i
allweed o pemain unkil coonomic ciroumes-
tamges albimw Fredght o pefurn b the rowte
Owar letter o Tesgnbeidge district coundcil
has shown thal Bovey Tracey amd Fleath
|||_'|.,|. :|l\.'||:|'||'\l-|r.lr|'u'-\.u‘| |.I|I.-1I!I|.I.| have
expressed an interest in the line, possibly
for passengers. Teignbridge’s policy is to
enoourage refention of the rmail branch
bedwopen Mewton Abbod and Heathfield.

Fares The mational onficism of e
increases imposed by South Wales  and
West on the Torbay line, appears o have
sersuaded the company bo rescind  them.
|'--.-'.I|-'.~.'|.||._|.;_ discussions with schoods, South
Wales and West has agreed bo reduce the
season ticket price for passengers using a
serwice thror guariers of an hour carlicr 1n
the mormning. This &= only a partial solation

s o

Al last, a folding bike without the handicops you would
narmally expect: the Brompton creates no end of new
opportunibes for the rain user. The design is ingeniows,
il's sosy bo fold, it's hun: the reedom and corvenisnce
d hlkll’l‘ﬂ are yours WhEmWr o Wl'ﬁh

“ reckon the Brompton is the best choice for anyone whe
wanhs o hasile-free axiension fo public fraenspert,”
CFCLE TOURING AND CAMPAIGHING

Inlowmanan Irom
Brampion Bicycle Lad
2 Bolla Lane, Charwick Park
Londan W SLE thad
Tal; D181 742 B251

MAnde i Erglond

Prices from E909

EROMPTON

R



Local action

to the problem of rolling stock shorages
and overorowiding, With less pulbfici the
ewopssive standard day returns on the 51
lvies branch were reduced on 7 January and
ihee 58 Tves to Penzance refurn fare lo

to (s pre-May 1995 level. However, fares
will be increased again in Summer 19%% on
a seasonal basis. We intend to take up these
substantial seasonal fare Auctuations with
the operator.

North Wales
By Rod Fairley

Electric  estension  Merseviravel  has
.1PE11LTL'I.."|J a E40,000 market study to estals-
lish the case for elecirifsation of the
Wrexham-Bidston  line. It propeses to
arschoerdl Ml ail eloctibes o a new stabion
at Prenton/Woodchurch, But the study will
abso consider herther elecirification bo Dee-
side and Wrexham, with new stations af
Litile Meston and Dessisde Industrial Park.

Paper trall Shotton Maper has signed a frves
vear contract with Transrail for the ship-
ment of over 100000 tons per year of
timber from Scotland b Dee Marsh.

Invesiment Cheshine County Council has
declared in its transport strategy o invest
mre in rall infrastrscture.

Bullding wp A comcerted effort s eang,
made 1o improve thi  environmen!  at
Mestom, the last major station structure left
on the Wrexham-Bidston line. A meeting
betwoen the mail user group, WBRLA,
Ellesmere Port and Neston Borough Coune
il and Raibtrack Property Board, agreed to
save The structure and find a suitable use
for 1. The council has since agreed to fund
a building survey which will assess what
s 10 be done aned saunces of fnanoe

Busway A dedsion was ex in kdarch
on plans to converl the Mickle Traiford-
e Marsh line inbe & usway.

Station wrangle Wrexham Maclor Borough
Council has woted for redevelopment of
Wiexham Cendral station. The WHELA is
siill against moving the station, although

onal Railways Morth West has pre
senvbed Hailtrack with a specification for the
niew station, which includes leavang reom
for an additional platform in the fubure.
The new transportation officer for the new
unikary authority, Weesham County Bor-

ough Council, is againsd moving the station
is keen io see Wrexham Cendral take a
mare important role as the bown's iranspos-
tation inteschange.
Morth Wales Coast The quality of the
ralling stock om the InterCity service leaves
a lot bo be despsd, One of the InberCity
1255 was running around with a defective
power car for days Thie hourly leoo-hauled
Crewe-HBangor/ Holyhead serviee has suf-
fered from regular power unit failure,
Recrults sought The branch committee is
keen to recruit people 1o the branch com-
mittee because 18 s very difficull 1o keep
the branch going ot the moment, 1 thene
are any membsers interested in pelting
imvolved, please contact chairman Rod
Fairley, 48 Flosd Mentre, Mold, Clwyd CHY
1Y, Tek 01352 756564,

East Midlands
By Tonmy Kay

Ivanhos dﬂ:g The compdetion dabe log
hase Bwn the Ivanhoe Line propec
which knvolves mesforing  the  Leicester-
Coalville-Burton freight line o passengens
and providing 12 new stations has been put
back to 1938, The delay is Mamed on the
current restruchuring of the milway indus-
iry.
Safeguarding The branch has undertaken a
study of disused trackbeds in Leicesier-
shire, and recommended those which have
reopening potential. A particular focus is
the need for a link between the Midiand
anad West Coast main lines south of Leces
ter. The opportunities for light rail in the
Letcester arca are dlso conssdered. Track:
eds pot meeded for mallways are Peomm-
mended for cvcling and walking.
Toursm Leicestershine County Coancil is
encouraging Shackersione Railway Socicty
o extend its hve-mile rved line, the
remalning six miles to Coalville along the
disused  Muneston-Coabville trackbsed, It
would then conmect two of the county's
foremost  tourist  attractions,  Bosworth
Battbefield and Snibston Discovery Park,
aned abeo ink with the Tvanhose Line
Eurohub The ffd traindoad of cars from
the Citroen and Peugest fadones mear
Paris arrived at the Corby Eusshul termi-
mal i January. From April there will be

i
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three or four trains per week on the Paris-
Corby run, cach with 250 cars. The terminal
may alse be used for cuparting cars from
the Pageot Coventry faclory.

East Anglia
By Trevir Garrod ansd Nick Dibdben

150 celebration The first milway o
Lowestoft, which opened from Reedham
on 3 May 1847, celebrates its 150th birthday
nest vear, The Lowestolt-Reedham-MNor-
wich Rail 150 Committer is supported by
RIS and the secretary is our memibss 15

Lock, The Bechive, Hall Road. Chaltom
Broad, Lowestolt B32 3AW. It is hoped 1o
involve a wide range of socictics and
individuals, with projects ranging from an
exhibstion and open day, to special trains
and 3 booklet. History will be celebrated,
It the modern railway will be promaded.

On Your Bike Anglia Railways receivied a
government grant of 75,000 ko increase
cycle-carrying capacity on local trains as
part of the Bicycle Challenge project. Addi-
thonal money is owpected  from oun
cosncils. The aim 1= bo carry four cyches on
a single-coach Class 153 and up to six
cyeles on two-car 1505 The branch and rail
users groups were invited o condribute
ideas.

Branch promotion The branch, with finan-
cial help from Great Eastern has Ernﬂuum
a beaflet promoting the Harwich branch in
Essex. The leaflet extols the advantages of
el travel and contains melable and fare
information. Several thousand were deliv-
ered b hommses along the roals,

London and Home Counties
By Simon Martin

Paperwork The branch has commented on
the Fast London River Crossing and the
Lomdon  proposals  put forward by the
South East Kegional Flanming Conference.
In the past six months this now means theat
thiege have boen five major reports on Lon-
don and its transport. [t is becoming a full-
e jod for the branch in responding to the
papers!

Victory Rare bo report bul i does look |I.k#
there will be an improved service on the
Chilterns Lines this summer ot the rush-
hour only stations in London. Proof that
keeping up the pressure peally does work

We can prove it.

If you're reading this advert, you probably think that railways can be a cost-effective
mode of transport in Britain.

If you need consultancy or research to back up your railway development plans,
please contact Dr Nigel G Hamis at

The Rallway Consultancy

Speciaic i Plpssley, Fraapsict dnd Mysapremes!

T
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?dhrm" .-"& h'l.‘||-|1lh'ﬁgev.|] reeting ab
ony Comenunity College agreed a
campaign 1o oxtend this branch 1o the
World of Adventumes. Everyone agroes i
should happen bul fo ope is co-ondinating,
Wie hope a new beallet and a bricfing papser
will brang everyonie ogether

Hold Hght The group agreed o mondtor
Stageomach. MNow that the franchise has
been awarded we are very concerned slwoul
the future of thee briamch lines in London.

Welcome Dynnis Fawcetl is our new oon-
vemor for the Lomdon end of the South
Eastern services, | am also ho ber Pt
a comvenor for Guildford by the annual
general m-wl:in;. Thieee is .1lw11:|.'h FodEE B
miore activists, [f would like 1o get
invvodved ring me on 0181 831 2491

Railondon The new distribution arrange

mienks are working well, thanks 1o John
Lowvell for all his hard work,

Essex Metro Our F'I'l.‘lpl'"-ﬂ‘- have been
adopeid I.'l:..' at least one Fssex conencil, amnd
continue o couse great interest, 1 may (B
possible to ook at similar rowhes in futune.

Local Tranzporlt Day The branch had a
stamd at Wimbledon on 2 March and leaf-
betted at Hatton Cros oover  Fleathrosy
access, There was also an Ashferd mecting,.

Lincolnshire
By Paul Jowelt

Steel link The Port of Boston has a plied
for & ESS0 0N Llrparlrrumr of Tr.u:IE and
Irldmlr:," grant o connect n:i.il:ing nused
dock ran lines to il new stoel imp-nrt W
howise. The aim is o move machimed
imported steed by rail o the West Mid-
lands, initially by two 9W0-onne trains a
wick. Cher cargoes may later go by rail.

Railtrack block Central Trains wants fo
improve e service between Sleaford and
Spalding by extending the period that the
hamirly service runs. The problem seemas to
b Ratltrack are so shvw in coming b dec-
shons, Bailirack would not implement the
agreemient with the county council to mod-
ernise crossings and signalling. The adm
‘P-'-AE- o make the Joint Line i.‘|1l'..l|:ll.'l'1'i.llilpﬂr
abe, The savings could have allowed the
resumption of bwo-shifi  working  and
feapening of bwo new stations at Doning-
b ard ?’il‘u.'l'l.h-l.'h. Railtrack said the cost
of modemmsation could not be judifed.
With 10 level crossings plus signalboxes,
moderndsation would pay for idself over
abmut  three years, Besides, the county
coianct] wirs contributing 4 Linge sum o aid
CMOSRNE CONYETSEmS.

o = e

Hailtrack block The Boston-f lame
was chosed for bwio days after a train hit a
road wehicle on an o level crossing
protected by Lights at Waindlect. Mobor-
iy of course are it closed for fwo days
oven when there are multiple cashes.
Wake up Railtrack.

Scotland
ey Domiglas Smard

The privatisation of the r.:.ilwa:p;. is
descenading from farce to tragedy. This can
bt summarised simply by listing the head-
lirw== in the Soottish press inorecent months:
Watchdog Juits oud at bremk up of rflmaus

Mo gy emdivg Lo rdl sell aff pertomdme,
Slorper cuiy lmrve staff i the oold fompaciiy
prohlems  on mrra'ilrml;' sleepers  qanesyd hl
closures),

Anger ab rall quumgos. The rail hurn:ur.rﬂ,'y
minsfroomns (ALDRC = Acorss Digmeles Resodies
tiow Comameiifer and RIDRBC - Bl Dediwsfrg
Dhspuites Resolufion Comiffee),

Meer Cowrf Bid o deflow comtract as Begdon
shirts [egal actao.

Hadtle for brein servioes.

Sreds Ifmes frozer out (ol smoe et exclusion
of Sooblard from friessiment plans.

Feelrog dhe stramn, Raifbreck foof = frowg
twith proddlemes. (Mool ediforin )

Hailuays sell-off therust mto furmmosl

Seot Bedl wrader fire s fivres are incressed.

Hremb-up of Sooffadl & bebind lele frams ow
Edirbinrgh-Giesgoor [bre {Allan Molsan of The
Seofdrma),

Kl Lisers warmirgg snill be tgmonad.

Trwdan aoied branck chiefs go fo aer,

Hrlirack repechs presiter roune dlechnfacation on
Eifimbirgh-Ghesgoie lire (desprle study show
iy eleciriffication gioes for bebler dhan M8
iriprronemenels of 10 hivies o ovie seciion ),
Delais pind mid formicla do the fest. Allan
MeLoww agutsr sith  britliunf analysis of all dhe
fatgers i e pie a3 chaes retgus after an ao-
dlevif af King's Cross,

There is however some Hght af the enad of
the tunnel. We have oncovered dramatic
XA of enormous over-Capacity on
Sooltizh roads on which vast saems have

been  lavished, The Commons Public
Acooumnits Commiliee is mjn-.-miyw.

Sadly some rallway bosses. seem |m.j|u]:1|.|,- ]
fighting thesr comer for fair treatment. We
howgweT will keep the nalion posted

=1 s =

Severnside

By Eric Barhery
The replacement Ashoharch (for Tewkes-
Iarry b stadsom is not now likely toopen until
Septemiber, the cost having tripled muainly
through rail  privatsation. 1t is =
havwever that buses will be co-ordinated bo
give links to o large cabchment area includ-
g many tours! destinations amnd  the
Glosicester Warwickshire Railway.
Gloucestershire is comsidering e
Stonehouse Bristol Hoad '.'Elnl"!lf:!n ELﬁlr;i
housing cslabe 4= are authorised in
ihe Eastinghon and Sandish districts.

Albernative arcas for housing have been
proposed west of Biver Severn which conald
promole reopening of Mesnham (for Cind-
erford) station

Bristol's Rapkd Transit scheme may wse
gubded trollevbuses rather than irams.

Restoration of the ex-L35 line via Warm-
bey is thrextemed by the Avon mang road.
But with a new link from Bitten to Keyn-
sham, it has the potenbal bo serve East
Bristel developments and form an alterna-
tive Gloucester fo Bristol il rowte

North West
Hy Robert Cummings

Take off? Cheshise County Council s
disappointed ab the way [#s vestmend in
the smth spur to Manchester airport =
bring misused. Trains operate until only
16 hours. From June o & olended o
divert o of two Manchester-Stockpon-
Crewe local traims fo e akrport Bat
because of the extra Hime ME:n on thie
akrport Branch, the trains will ran noen-slop
between Wilmslow and Crewe, deprivin
infermediate stations of hall thelr service, ﬁ
seems nvvesting in radl can bring cuts!

Metrolink Construction of Mhase two of
Manchester's sugcessful Hghl malway will
begim this vear though il ks not clear where
the link sill go boyond Salford Criays. A
route to Eccles through Trafford Park was
originally planned and promaoders of the
massive Dumplington Centre were making
romises of money fo tike Metrolink there.
fow the Dumplington has got planning
Ecrmimnn but  private finance  for
fetrolink is conspiouously absent!
Line oul Rail services on the Oldham loop
line were cancelled for an embise day
because contractors building a mew roaxd
bridge under the milway at Hollinwood
failed to hand the line back in time adter a
voir ke possession,

A - Z OF RAIL REOPENINGS
Our flagship publication!
was £4.95 £1.99 + 30p post

Brooch

RD&Y
Eurasiir
dasign
El.q'ﬂ -

A5p post

The RDS Enamel

Flease send SAE Ffor full Sales List

NEW FOR '96

GREAT BRITAIN BUS TIMETABLE

Published Jan/May/Sept. Includes
bus/rail infarmation formerly in
Doe’s Guide (no longer published)

Resarve your copy of

the May issus now!

ENVELOPE REUSE LABELS - in stock
£2 + : agai |

(includes post) | plegee order from: Martin Ball

Mew from DNLINE UIDED
CITY TRANSPORT:

75 rrin
The Way Forward Vs

Innovative soluticns esp Rall & LAT.
As adveriised in Rail' Modem Riwys,

£14.95 4+ £1.25 post

(RDS Sales) 89 Morth Wallington,
FAREHAM, Hants, PO16 BT]J.
Enclose chegue payvable to RDS
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Rail franchising

This dehme, om 18 Devember,
wan necessary becmse of the
dlegasion o the L oarl ol "|.|l'|'ll.'|l| Bik
uphald the request by the
PRCRsEe groyp "Save Ohur
H‘_'.Il.'..". & fuosf @ puadscaal pev e
imti the sctivities ol ihe Tranchase
darector Bosser Sl i thal he
Pl sctedd illegally in agrecing
STV FoyuEicanents lar ihe lirsi
few frenchises which wene way
Bty those: epeamngd by BR i
the meomen,  This was conbiaey
i the “puidence” msised o M
Salmon by the Secrctary of Stk
Sir George Yaiing (Uhe lales in &
loeg line of Dranspor miniskons)
whas, in bk ofening sEssemen,
1okl the House thal the coust had
riled than ghé rasmchise dinccw
coild provecd with the award of
the Tirsl thres lrams Bisges

GWHR, SWT and LTSE -
alghoegh i ruled that the Public
Secnr Begquirement (PSR ) Tod
LTS ratl wiis s comnsisient with
instroctioms, i illegal?

The coiirt dlbsie ruded (Bt ibe PSHEs
fioor thee nexn Fowir franchises were
gl ‘EcOisslEn] | B I“\.'\'!:'dll

He weni on o annosmes (st s
et ties oo the Tirst ihaee
mscoesafinl badders vwinild he
ks ke this week”. The
Allingster Furiber staled that the
ozt hawd described ihe issue as a
“lamaied I-_':r'J'I problenin § ok
e Mimaspter wids Rabing ovunform
__'rl.wr.'l'll |rr.'|'lI'|-\.||"|lI-'l thuarr Kl
Coafereen Ponad el allglily Bevn
breading e koe?

Sar Usonrge siid he w sl
therrefore “clanfy the ersbnactions
andl guiidance 1o the franchising
derecior b cnssire Ghal they ferlec
ey dosabi the policy thal we
haye alw Ay Folbvwedl, He aamiil
thik mcanl ths 0 Oie sery e
Bevel is proteciod so hal service
kevels opemied by franchisces ane
I_-.-|-_..¢|_1|:. strmlar o Hhose operaled
diamediately pricr to franchising
Apared frm iy “praie [
haivime lureibsle eclaos of the “core

srontiowes | R, duie waniidhrFn i

e b fiee el gne I
iraiad iy wrrviee fevely so redwced
Froum welland 19 e iqTe e marn Jiwa)

o T I-'|'.ll|='|"\-||.'| Fesinh

Sai Drgisrge Weml even {arther
however i thal Tstiiee franchisees
will have 1o comamil homaclves
I3 oy 1l NE ST VIS OreT aewl
ahaowe the PSR This sl
cerfarmly give the waoidd -y
Framraititire s cd Plr oaf an bl ars
alwealy virtamTy anll vl fahile

i Wl it ."I'-tl‘. FanEs, =
§ APV

Teas g P

re R AR Ans CONTCE rTITg

] r.'.lul'll'.;. |||Ilﬂ"\- i preiner

i e o8l © |.-|'|'I'|'II|'.'J!.lrllﬂl"\-lillln‘-'h'lll'r
Tler dFn Fe g, & el el e
frarives sl b regueread s iy i e
ipeiR ik Frortivew, ars finee Tevieli
wtld P e peviad dil fAFeiiy, TRy

IT et Jie i

efiad, i o
wikiy an in
Etti A

ANl [RRATEMRSTY W1
idtrercteid My cimer PR dFEE
seack o oo Iiee il
ferv ikl ¢ IEINRETY ANe

aliar prraiiieca realverd ey
Wl shnbivsas, o Orlen

Different terms

| sibsor shalow branspost
sevictary Ulare Sharl suggesici
0wl b wrong (o allow (ke
Tirst (Bree franchises o be lal
wndder different fenms Do ihe
FETAAINISE NS Shie Felt 1t could
fead o liligation

Sur Cigorpe said he was [|||.'|I'--\.'d- i1
s o Coelax thaat M Sl hed
wilpmned Fadlorack’s 110 voar
invesimont siralegy. Tl
stfategy s possible al the hagher
level onvisapsd oaly Because we
ang i valiskng Haibirsk™ A
|Jrs.\_' part O 1had “pvesimment is
aetually just mainienance. Keal
mnvesbmeng sl as UnssRnsl, the
Chanse] Tumnel fast link. Wesl
Clisasd it b, Thamseslimk
HMN, &1 cotera, will have o be
i T |_‘1:. oihers soconding o
Ratlirack"s repoat!

e regpecabed, <1 am givang
guaraniees aver anil absave IBwisg
ihal wore TR gy I||-\.|.-II'|j'||:||
with the court”s judpgensm.”

In repy 10 @ guesnioa fnon Sir
Alan Haselburst (Con, Sallion
Waldenh the Socrersry of Siale
sabd; “First, key Tares will b
i_.'l.lllilll-':..'\:l\.1 anil Tiakad oo ihse reiail
prices index or bewer, Socomdly,
services speviligd i i conlmc
will have o be provided for a

o S R e e ] !al.'.lh." The
prospective franchisces are
alrealy sherwimg e ways rond

these “puarantees’ by abalishing
sorse cheaper fanss, .2
Supemaners, and ahienng ke
resErc s Ol SRS ST IO0E LD
make fower available @ cheaper
rutes, Sir Hoger Maoate (Con,
Faverdham | wanted the nexl
harich ol ToamgBises be r|||I||J|:|. ]
ihai we could secure iuch-
nocadeal bnvestimend, “The Gasier
we got on wilh e franchiisg
prosess (ke hetier, partaoularly the
franchize [or the Souh Eaacm
Temn Loy " Ideresitng,
pliatr, Becanesr Faverstwan oo il
far gt e NPk v FARIELS
errkas ordered veoary pgie by thy
muih-ieerded BR

ANswETIng wOmes o Caernlbal
Bermimgham i Lab, 51 Hedons 5)
hat ihe Midnabed wis doang
arwihér Heeching, Sir Ceowgs
i “Every slab asd every
Iniie 1% !_'||.||.|III|.'|.'|| amwl we have
opened o poopsiad some 229
sl ioeiR RIMCT WO COMED Bk PRTWES
im 19T ™ What! T« Tty
R strnreliaiy @padisar
AR ARy fry plag

Cmnp vt Carse Fromsemd 1
e SIS il enve e plaice!?
Mlaratt appwrirdii g s faiie farem conrriend
ol anter e Aoty ool el
il s g prele. Laenfimg
Cririe rrrweseeed funaly freaw Peevin LR
et Moot our of @ stane! W
firve el ingeedd”

Mipel Farman (Con, Carshalton
and Wallmgiom | Belr il was the
complexily of the arrangements
thai wis & AliE U CTIAENLY il
o] s 0N ansong his comnsifuenls
He wamicad the Manesier o "Fil--:
s s Bchea o the e
polacies winihl @hilress the
rrohdeams thal are caused by the
unre liabiloly of (b services, the
probdems of signalling faaluses
which are all o Ineguent, aml
ihse faci thai overcroacing 15 fiva
a charactenmisg of all oo many
sy Eces aiy the Casvhalion ling
S |::||'IH:I:||' 1|.'|'-|||.'|| tha
overcroradding willl be deall winth
i the Traiscseng director's
requirements, i here will be noe
aveiroiaglifg Bevnuae the
frunchasimg dincctor says sl
Sapnal Tasluncs w il b peducod
hocamse Raalirack will suiicr
heavy penalises il frsns arc
delayed. These penalises may
well e & lont ke than reburldong
b= ik |l.l..|:. (v serlcly

whngh oF sy Pouses 1 whal 15
really necdid

Heplving s [hennls Skinner
(Lab, Bolsmyvery akwul

gimjHloy imeEl in Uhe mew
COMTIPEnes, S 1'-,'|||]'.' sand he
very mnch l_|'ll."l.| thasl Lhe
railways of the Teiuse woild
L ke o, well-remuancraied
emplivymaent for e i
wirrked on then Asg in the

P LD i faay Annifvestev”

Sir Todlds Taylor ( Con.

WESTMINSTER

Saouiben] B was worticsl abil
the damper that ‘aller
rH|I|_|1|-\.j|||'I: eLeT LW A Fhin s
late, oo i lighi bealbs is el
warking, privalasalion will e
hlagimed. As ali sty fpvan
I Pfvamied Frg Dive Tavrdes dije M
s ! He wanieid three monikly
repuiris shomang wkal has really
||.||-|'\.'|'l.'|.1 Thaind oo i comid, Sar
Feeldy I [ alelecd e Jiirsdlear aif

e

carlel fervr drw, aiw the reanld
rirr ifvere 5 ame anemadT e il
ddngealer di Pl aakime 0 showth
wandrme m o Fory MET

Karey Fileld (Con, Iue of Wighni
wandcd the ksl ol Wight ralw ays
ot hasci o the bop o Ehe list Toe
Tranchasisng and Peter Pike (Lab,
Bumdey ) requesiced 1hat

Lamcashige amd 1he Momh Wiesd -

whimald take ihe Isle of Whae's
place ol the hotliom

Peier Lol {Com, 'Woroesior ) aid
Iir Boberl Spink (Oon, Casile
Paingh both expressed the behel
ihial Illl'i.lll'q.'ll services dn iheir
limes womld e [ in exgess ol
the musimm PSKE, Simoe
mEnapement buy-ouls wene
priborred hidders im hoth cases
serviices ane unhikely 1o change
il (i the prosdnl siualson,
as presumably both were doeang
1he bses they ookl w rib ihe
resources available

Misck Harvey dlab-Dem, B
Doy saned b i the laght ol
the coun’s findings, “it would he
imruiiomal for (e rest of the
cominlew 1 e served by mnchese
holders who guaraniees] o
||||.n|..|vr wervices thal were
|.'-q1.||'\-.j:l-.:n| o the ol HE
fienctahle whibs those whis sorved
the souib-west were @ liheny o
el thein cu II1'\-I|.1‘.'!|IH|:. T He
|_I|]|-1.|_'|J st vl il

BH runsing 14 semaoes a day
Taunion 1o Lo whereas (W
Fraais only hasl B0 [ widke eight

PSRs unlawful

Heriam Wilsom {Lak,
Cunmanghome B winding up {or
the oppaosition waasl the couris had
cinng Buided that PSHs ol 20
JEHFE Bl ihed @xasting
pimctahle wene unlawiful. The
Mimisdier had ot gl (he House
what his new guidelines were, He
waniid ihee oy woosihidl b
mermeimheered as the '|||I:| the "SR
wins reclened as @ Onine serviee
lewvel’, He wanted o knoaw
whether, wihin (b badly Fwnin s
e e Tranchasees. womld e
able 1o oo Pach amd demand a
sl nion in SCrYIOT OF a
InCTCasC 1 ifaRsy [ ihae

|ramg isang dinociior

Sar Cloorgs snsested thal Fis mecw
instructioms wismhl puaramio: s
service al least as pood a that
operaiing al presenl. The cousry
wimld =0 i 18 months fime, o
wemever the clecison was, 1hal

EDITED BY MICHAEL WEINBERG



services woulld be hener andd
i puoepi kar anad dhat the Labsour
party womlid do another Ll-iem
In Paghamentasy Ducshions
during ike week beginming
January % Mumissor {or Railways
andl Faosds Jahn WWatts, in
amswet b s Dowvneth
Munwosndy (Lsh, Crewe ol
Mantanch i concermang coninal of
rail Fares, confirmmed that ik
Il baviacarigg v ol Farg il B
regalatead by the franchising
dipector: Savers: slasdland open
retams, where there ane no saver
nekets; stamdand weekly scarin
tickeis; ond im Lomsdon,
|'i||f||'|ll.|.lu]| nnd Candel | standaml
sasiens, sdandand singles anil
ungesiricied saambkiril feliEen
scomirodbed Bickoot tvpes ane: Al

I Class [ares; Superavirs
r AL Superipes, Network
Ay bacaks, Super Advengg
Cheap Day Retams, spoecial day
returns. Shiatike sdvasce
Viowagers aml Bosver bokeis
Wlhcly devrvea faleary of sonr v
inicredne s’

Jim Cumnknghans || ab,
Coventiv SE) asked what
perceniage of the Depanment of
[ranspon s rescanch bodpol was
devoded 1o roesd and mil
I answeT glven by Mr Walls
wias road BRYE, rail jusd wnder
Byt R Wty el i Aeiiiy pendivee
#Harf i e wg fer piee il Sl e
Pai give 0w emaew reseanroie Me afeln'f
sy iy this el mor apply ot
ol paufmidry flawivee
Migel Spearing (lah, Mewham
5 wanied e ke Wil
peosrtion of Baileack’s £10
Eal B anvestmenl progenimne
wishl e spent when il was in the
[\-\.lh|l.' weg T, anil gl the srces
he lnance.

Wants saul the prodese phasing
off planned myvestment is a malter
for Faalirack, Funure |nvestment
shold e @ malber fior the privalce
seviod and the uvvesmieenl hiaal
anmounond ibs ingdonleon o
privatioe Raibrack in May 1%

Secrels
Hirgh Bayles iLab, Yok

wanbed deinils of the vanous hids
for 5T placed in the Commons
|L'|‘|rd'.|. My Watis sakid thw B O
of the PR For SWT was an the
[¥hrary. Stapecoach Holdings
PLLT s apregd o meamiain
cuising service kevels and detnils
ol i comiracts will b placed on
1B franchisimg direchors regisier
Infisemaation ahaiil tinsucorssiul
baks s commercially confidential
In cther words 1 puilils are il
allowesd o know why & pasticular
el Wi predermed, oF e calibig
il Ehe buds e, Thy is
gl e e U°%A am
Pelifdmy prescasy miesl e abaioe
Peciaryd v Pl oyl caan e
frar farmeselves i respective

AMD LLOYD BUTLER

WATCH

el anf ool coe. Y fe Pl
o by sy paar paitlic disers
oy EreT aneuy imd .Iu||||1l,'.r,l.|'
TECEECY W W llr.ll'll'dllln'_l.'lll:ﬂ.l'hf
AR |Jﬂ1"|ll’.l.|l'l_
Mirs Dunvwiosnidy anked wihat
Laijpeils Ao i Pedrscs 1ifi [T R
were made by the mil framchisees
SAr Wairs saasl 1he aprecimenis dis
mal inc bisdle passemger targets. He
wahill fhe BEreSmenis Conkm
spodi fic commiiments for
TR CIEE = B Puaasdn T anid
slalson services and Ehese were
expected 1o incresse numbers
No assurances

Bollrs Dumnwoody wanged] 1o knsow
o any sssernnges hal Becn Elven
by the new owners of BR freigh
lHEpRaEnics e god e [ s wanl
for ibe conveyance of their
iralTic. Nr Wans repined; Maone "
Im a Furiber amswer M Watls tiskl
thar Hiviise that the Coweminssi
had pasd £21.5 malliom of
inspavers’ money o advisers and
wornsmltamis in the year 1o ond
Deecember 1994
A quacstion aboul the carmage of
ahnoemal bads invalving milway
hcvamotives and rollimg stock by
o], elsciied the following
Igudcs lof Sl hade arca abone,
ithe oaly area for which figures
arg avanlahle Tor somme neason )

[ELLE 117

(L T |

i See Bailwosch 68 )
S Texhly Taybor wanied e koo
on 15 Janmary what progress was
Fgungt iisads on pravilsing he
Landan, Tilhury and Southend
Hailway
MW Waits sasil the Framchise had
Fgen aiandad 1o 1 manageimenl
by -oa Eeam, Enlerprise Rail,
whie il delvver real quality ol

COMMENT

Alreaady, soime WP are extolBing railwiay

v alEsalHY G5 8§ SLOTERS

sorviee benehiis bo passengers for
bews Tenangial suppost than s
currently being paid fo BE." Lies,
vy Ifew e srvadveives” M view
of sfevegaear events i According

fav Mol i Rarlwvdvs mmarga Sing tar

pre-privilisation subsidy wies £28
mreallions win Dive s adifeeady po
Euterprive Rl will e £20
LT

M Walls wenl on b say (Fal
Enlerprise Rakl had commined
sschl Bk i invesdmenl
programme including the
peplacememl ol the cnbine Moot
wiih new rolling stock in addiiion
o sEstion reddocoration and
refurhishmeni=, improved station
sewurly, pubdic pdidsess syslems
and imaprosed ticket issuing,
Wiheem askod whe swonild pay fos
this new Jersalem, the reply was
"o the @l Dicweiaenes of the
privade secior.” One womibers win
Flar anvernpe alee of owr Dive flee?
Prcs wiseny frowm 15 s 3T v
e Iee efnoreracdes off Nar
privare secior luve Been frowglr

o Biyrard :

SpivRail
In a debate on privatisaton on 7
Fretmiary, Ulane Sharl aavsad
people pod o think of imvesting in
Ranlrack
"The sinsctures crested by ihe
Cirnyrmmenl cannid be kel in
ace,” she sakd. She sadd the rail
il Fasbmiciune was being sabd all
cheap for C1.5 billios when il was
wiorthi L6S Ballion, Taspavids
wene losing the difference.
Mes S8t el allegansis of

ticket fraud on the London

Tilsiry and Soubered wene a
conseguence of “scrapping ihe
pribhe serve gl amd replacing
it with & profit-maximising

[ [T

She aalded: “The Gonvermment is
willing 1o wieak preal damage om
wur ratl system and sell it ofl at a
iy peopanon o sl valie

“It i= madness driven by dogma
arl wenlgical real.”

Glenda Jecksom | Lah,
|‘|'4.l|||h||.'_'|..| and Highpate ) sanl
“The ravellimg puhlc. the people
ol ihis cimsniry huve heen
deceivied aboa whal the

oy COTHERET] GG nasdly annesds.”
Labwir's Andrew Machinlay

i Thurmnck ) demanded the
resagnalim of Tranchise denector
Rogper Salemon who was o "pappel
al ihe paldical maching.
Labaur's Tomy Bamks | Mewham
MW sl mimistors shaould
abandon their “armour- plaed
prlush Barmaoa” amd (ravel by pabls
tramspoat meore ofien.

I ihey dlsl, they nmghd drop 1 heis
“lunatic”™ privatisalion plans
Wanileng wp Fop Labomr, Hian
Wilsomn said he had invemted o
Ngtioasl rmlway galled "SRl
the radlway Tor spivs hamded over
o I By I EsnveiTiimcdl ol
sleare.

" i (e |AvesIegalicn
and we may even rename it
SleaaeRanl.”

Dhespite all the oniicism, ihe
Cronverme il snll wos (e vole Iy
20K B 262, 5 magority of 6

Overnight excess?

in the posisd obd dags ome wonk] Rave stopped o pick

. i, Ihey ane fio Bigsr walling o da s as they

i Cmorpe Young said on 15 Janwary: “Following
franchixing, rolling wock hoas been refurbished sl
pencywed at a [asier rlc 1han asder Bevizh Ral. ™
Peter LT, MFP for Worcesser, was beand on the radio
i ¢ Febisiry grvang s apaiion tha ;||:|,'u||:|. ihe
Circal Western railway had improved, a1l of thece
days aller beimg en (Be provale secton!

We mus guard against this clapmp. As of now, no
o carmage has sotually bem ondensd By a privaie
company: mdecd mew trains have nol even heen
desagned vel, ANy imEpiovemenis (1 senms of r-u-I||r|F
sk, mew sipnalling schemes, of cetern, will be ns s
resill ol previegis caders Trods BRE gostung on sticam
Mo mancy has been forthooming frons the privale
secion; if 15 all wmlk

Thee: ralsty ol privatisafion can be seen in such things
as the clissaing o maolors | services, ¢idling of the
Flymaosh-Sootland slecper, the London to Fort

W llliam '\ll.‘uj'lul rechiced 1o i cosc sl thal afler o
stmpeles i the codrts

Tha: r'l‘.'u|I'I:. % WANInE o Slilon I‘H:l.'_'alll_"a slilsdl EFyimgE
10 gl b wierk on a moming when Rorh Losdon
Raslways ane in chacs, p il @ncomimen coeummenoe,
andl watching a sbream of IntorCiics rmoe by, whereas

bclong 10 “anclber company
Ihe readiny s P23 maimang the coumry vausilly
empty and md picking up any passengers becasse
they re lepsed e B and only 1ake Bamostas Bickel
holders. 'We don't have o book in the crysiald hall of
Py alrsalenn, we cam real the ook !
Wi il supersaver fures shidished by Anglin
Haikways, ad sphyecl 5 moee severe iesIngiioss of
oither lincs, and thon ane fodd that hix is popular with
custoamiers, | hey mke s lod shods, W lind monsgnses
like oo sialions amd permitbod pouses Foisted an a
'u.l.'[\'lil.'ul I'\lllhﬂll.' andd then Fbmiedly withdeawn when
Mlimaters realise the howrors which would ensue. We
all kmeovw vkt is imnhe papcbaneg, Bach company
peabmusly puarding its wrritory. tickets om one line not
bedng valid on amother. The end resaln is alieady
B siem i e fasco of the LTES. Poor old
Kinchin-Smith: frony suprenss o also-gan in one
CVenang
Dot be fooled: getting money from the privane
sgwtor o falaay investmnonl in any meanangiul way,
will he even less Hkely tham peiving it from this
Cievermmisnd. Hut [ hopse b goadness 1°m wrong!
Mivadsae] Wersihv g

Pybbihed By the Pusbwry Developmaon] Socipdy
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Magic of 185mph trains

= e

Happy travellers: A new Thalya train ks Paris, Brussels and Amsterdam. A Eurostar is in the backgrownd.

By Goraham Malky

Eurostar trains are magic. Their siream
lined profile epitomises the high-speed,
high-gquality, comibortalse travel they offer
Why can'l we have irains of Euarostar, TGV
or |||.||:\..'I-\..,|||.I.||.|l. on Ehe InberC by nebwork?
The prime market for Burostar (rams s
betwern cenires with more than 1 million
poeople and which are more than 200 miles
apart

Lille with a population of 1 mllaon and
Brussets with 2 million are mow firmly on
e h-,:fn-~.|'u-|-d radl map of Europe, whibe
Birmingham with 3 million and Manches-
ter with 2.5 million are not. They should be

Im-.-|'-.-ul.-'|.'|.|rr.|l. Glasgow, amad LeodsSf
Bradiord, cach with rh'-|'-|:.|.|.|||'-|l.- of 15
malbion, &l with 1 million
shoaled e s

[ymnside

The obvicws roule for a 186 mph line in
Britain s from the Channel Tunmel bo Lon
don, Birmingham, Manchester  and
Clasposy. Spurs o Liverpool and  kdin

|1|_'|r:;||1 conle e added, The trains must be
maade availlable o all UK PSSR CTE, T
just infernational travedlers

With =ch & '\.|'|I.'||1|'| railway, there wioaild
be envugh demand for a semvace bebween
Manwchester, Birmingham, Londen  and
Paris eviery half haoar.

A single servioe per day, as s propossd (or
anvywhere north of Lonadon, sall -l|i|'\-r.'l| bin
only a tiny part of the potential market
Eurostars can seeve thiee of four destina-
tioms withowl e Hime i'i.'il.l.ll'..' which
wonld .|F|I'\-|:.' by akreralt. sl .||‘|-|'r'|1|'l|:|l'||"_
fey U 'I.:\.'-:"'.I_lh irains ansd lr-llulll'. Eraans
togzether. track capacily would be lmited

Ondy bullding new irack would bring thae
coammercal Benehil of lagge rumbsers of
prople wanting o fravel af high speed
Moerely upgrading the West Coast main
lare 1= st a4 :‘|||:||-'~||_I-|_'|_'\..| optioen beecase it
carrie=. Bowy much slow tradli

o manTe I||.r|-|1|'.||:| counkries wan  Ehe
h.;:.-ap.,-nl Fail club this viear as thie Brtish
Cevermomend sils om its hamds. MNew med
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Thaly= (rams star Pl a proper Eirm-
tablisd servace B e I|'||||u|:_||. Belgium o
the  Metherlanads Belgiums  first
sdirebch o 15 '-||||l|'. Irick

RIEEE

e Paris-Bruassels-Amsterdam trains  are
|_|||ni'\-'||"., able b pun on bour different
~'|.|r,1:,'_|--\. amd L with varioiis HI:.;l'I.'I:II"_-:
Sy R TR

Bext vear Ehey will also run inte Ll
i Germany  and  the  servaoe wall
gradunlly upgraded 1o halve the presend
sgrney Hime from Paris to Brsscels and
Amsterdam and o lop two hours off “_h
ey fime ol |l|ll|.'_|"\.'

[he alm is o double rails shame of The
casing the pollution and conges-
thom problems caused by car and air traftic

fmarket

B Unfortumately many travel agents = and
some BR stations — are giving a second
class service b people who want (o use
Eurnslar 1o connect mio the European rakl
sk

Many of the agents are not tamiliar with
rail booking technigues and are condent
merely fo sell tickets bo Paris or Brasscls
and leave it to the real experts to give mloe
mation about onward  fraved
|.:|l\.l|.|;.'_|‘|I

il 5.;|l-\.u|

RIS member and travel agent Peter Can
niop organises RS trips bat can also |'u'||'-
with individwal booking and informalion
Tel: 0728 S30726 (evenimg) 01473 215000
idavi Fax D1473 Z1400KL WWe |‘||||I-|' by gavee
dirtaile of othir e ARCTiS laler isses
i o o e o ol ol ol ol ol i
See you in Mansfield BE manager David
SgMolntosh whio hllll_'ﬂ_'\‘J i poll lack |‘|-|‘|1.'|'|I!I:\.':
I'r!.' ORI i ] !;l,.ll_'l-l n.|'q-.'|l.|-r at thi
RIS annual general meeting in Mansficld
om 4 May. See separate book el for datails



