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The Gaovvernmenl has comdemnisd Botain's
prember mail line to a third-rate standard of
wervice and has refused to provide any
l-:.'..l--h tor upgradang

las puled oul buildine pew oui-ndfs Bn
provide a BSmph West Coast main line
and is happy to soe the existing tired old
trains run on for another 10 years
The Framchize [Nroctor looks st o allow
train speeds to be lowered when be issues
his passemger service regquinemend for the
West Coast franchises and ke is hkely fo
clear the way lor operators o ke able o
miake subtantial traim cuts, probably by asz
much as 1%

As a oontinual feminder of how Far we
v Eallen behind owr conlanental coun
terpari=, Ewrrstar trains will trundle along
the Eimir at just ever half the speed thay run
al im Frange

“The original intentions and cemmitments
b the line have been hugely meodibied and
downgraded,” said the West Coast IS0
AT PAIET

The cnly real improvement to be agreed =0
far is that the line will pet o new cab-based
sigralling and irain conlred system 6 &
fve-year programme enbinely fumded by
Rallirack |I'|-...-|_-.-|_ track accesa charges. Therne
will be B0 Government money. That has
god b be saved for budding new noads
Mo will Elere wall B e Bpasie. However

Third class

Railtrack will be given new opportunities
o raise private finance for improvements.
Sdoe hpmehrang af the o thewe!

In Farliament on 29 March, Bail and Road
Minister John Watls spent so long wadiling
that he was cut off by the Speaker st as
it wEs dting 1o I st :mpurl.ml
s 0f havin 1I|ﬂf’.‘l.-\.|.ll'||.'_ Phee lime wooubd be
fundied and how long it would take

He dsd manage to explain that the naw
l\.||g|1|.|:||||1|L ay sl coisld b instalbed with-
ol |-|'|'\l|.I|.'I1I:|': bl ik,

It s not a matter of Apping ap cables. and
trockaide signals and replacing Ehem, b
saicl. “The two willl mot kvteriere with cach
ol his

He also seems b0 have grasped  that
upgrading equipment can actually save
maniey in the lomng term

Prestofis Laboud  MI°  Asdrey  Wise
wigivledd a miore realistic picture. She sasd
the line had been grossly neglected for 15
woears and now the Government wias effeg-
mvely washing i85 bhamkds of (85 Fnancial
responsibility. She said there newds o be
public sector invalvement  in addition to
any private fnanoe which might e foand
1 JEHI“[ I‘r.|:|l1|,l-|'\-'r| HFHII\.I_‘HHI.I“I | ||.'.||:'l|' Mol
sh (Fude Condral) sadd the Governmient is
dragging s fect over investing in oan
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This Amirak irain (s giving Amaricans

and Canadians a taste of high-speed rail
on its infernational scenic  journey
beside the Cascade mountains.

The lightweight but luxurious Taigo
Pendular 200 train which leans inlo
curves began operating a Towr-and-a-

hall-hour schedule in May Dabwesn
Seatthe, USA, and Vancouwver on
Cannda's west coast.

The Spanish-buill Talgo has pneumatic
suspension and can travel at wp 10
188mph on conveniksnal treck,

The technology has beon refined over
40 years by Spanish railway engineers
and is now ecarning 1 exchange
for Spain — while Britain's abandoned
Advanced Passengoer Train ks rusting
away al Crewe,

Amitrak travellers - about 0000 of
them - were impressed by the Talgo
when it appeared for 8 Seven-day-a-
wook slemonth  trial on  services
between Secatthe and Portland, Oregon.
Passengers liked the big windows and
cormlon wihile Amirak was improssed by
its roliabiiity,

Washington State Department of Trans-
portation has beased ihe itrain and
recognises e enarmous soclal benafit
and potential. it gives the Vancouver
route & traln service for the first thme Tor
14 years. The department caleulstes
that, if used to capacity, It can carry the
equivalent of 16 lanes of car traffic]

The Spanish have sel up a subsidiary
company, Renie Talgo of America, with
headquarters in Delaware, 0 the hopa
ol selling more Talgos o America,
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A home station for RD

RN By Tony Smale

Mo affice, no steck room, mo retail ouatlet,
no library and no archive. Mo Home?! RDS
has leoked into the ql.lﬂl'i.-'.ﬂ'l ol’aumh'nn;g
permanent premises before but bere is an
adea which might take off.

What bedter home for the EDS than a
vacapt station building on a branch line
which still has a passe service? We
wiouldn't need the whole building. Ldeally,
part wioild be bemanted by a new o exist-
i covmmiercial venbare. c-:-mpinm-nlir:r'
venture could be a travel agent, a retail
shop, a cafe, a pul or similar,

Two members of Portsmouth Friends of the
Eagth {membership around 2500 decided 1o
buy old warehouase ises piear Fratton
station in 19686 With a £1,000 grant from
the European Year of the Envireoment,

they s up a scparale company and
allowed the FoE group to use the upstairs
as an office. There aré now FWd COMMeT-
clal ventures, nv?ﬁ;‘uih and a used cycle
centme. A grokin information office
kas been set up, and a FfullHime officer
;*rnpflr:}'rd with |ocal authority grants. An
upstairs office has been makntained for the
FokE group.

KOS, with a huge membership in oompar-
som, could follow this exampbe. A station
building would be appropriate, since mem-
bers couikd wisit ﬂ_:q[;?and we would have
the chance to set up model passenger ficili-
thes (ticket sales on an agency basis where
none exist, plenty of information and
bright modern surroundings.

Oxir minkmium requirements would be an

office, a stock room, a commiibee noom. and
kitchenette /toilet, which could all be on the

I recently received criticlsm From Left amd
Right abowi ihe RIS pesition on rall pri-
valisation, We were nocused of nod being
suppartive encugh of the Labour Pariy. We
were mlen seen by somse s len hostile 1o
privale enterprise

Let us take stock. The privatisation legisia-
ton was Terced throogh by ihe Geverament
despite the weight of public spinkn. Our
opposition and robust stand was in fune with
the pubilic mood.

We are mol against privale  mvelvensent in

The socicdy  helds shares  in
Eurctunmel, for example, and our freight
commiilie has close  contnct with many
Mirmas bnvedved in rail freight.

It may well be that ia twe vears, Tony Blair
will ¢ Prinee Mislsier ond & new Labour
Governmend will halt the break-up of British
Hail Bat we cannot be sure what siage the
privatisation process will have reached by
1997, It & anlikely Labsur will re-estabdish
BR in cuscily e forms it was n 998, 1979
ar 1948,

Labsur can sl be swsceptible o sestal
interests in the road lobby just as ibe Come
servalives have Dbeen, YWhadever it doex. ibe
radl sysiem coald well be in @ state of Mux
umiil thet e of the cenfury.

Im this shifting scemario, rall wsers neeild &
stemily, strong voboe, That is wisat RDS secks
fo previde. I means talking with evervons
of inMuemce, Sany of us have speal the past
18 momths making conlacls with asyoe
likely io have @ say im the fubure of our train
sETVioEs.

In the past few monihs, for examgle, wi kave
hild meeilngs with ithe Franchizing Director

and e Rall Begulator. The Regulaior has
agreed 1o mecl ws every siv monihs. We

F.

RDS and

the new

scenario

sabadtted  detailed conmsents ol national

level on his “core stalions” proposal; mosd
K% hramches nlso made their own oem-
mends, us  did nearly 50 of cur affilisged
msers’ groups and seores of Individoals. Oar
evidence, and thai of sikier hodies, convinged
him b0 scrap this polentially  dissstrous
proposal.

Dur paper on licketing was alus senld o every
truiin operating unit and ihose private com-
panies which had expressed an inlerest in
hadding for rall franchises.

About hall the latter replicd, Sowihern
Vecis amd Ge-Ahead Northern sent infer-
estimg  commenis, High-profile Orms  lke
Hadgerling and Stagecoach did nast reply.
laring ihe winler, members of oar parlis-
mentary lakson commliiee hnd & streng
presence al ihe tramsport conference of e
S falla Enviromment  and  Hessuroes
Assoclation and af ihe Conservatlve Trams-
pasrt Comferende,

RIS delegations have slse  been o el
Hichard Hosser, general seorciary of the
Trunsport  Salaried Stalfs Associstion and
Will Froudfied and Mark Walker of the
Hail, Maritime and Transport Unkon.

We are in oo one's pocket and we are
free o eriticise,

Far example, 55 5 resull of our manilsring of
ihe privatlsation process, we pablished It's o
Shambles @l the bginning of April. We are
naol mecessarily ablacking  individoal mana-
pers or stalT bul we are casting donbt en the
syabem amder which they have 1o wark,

If dhlmgs Emprove we will say so. IF we con-
timwe [TV conziruciively  ainsl
knowledgeably, the U-urn over “oore
wiwthons" may not be the only ans,

first boor. If there is a retail shop on the
ground foor, we would like them b dis-
play RDS products. A ticket sales and
miormation counter on the ground floos
winitld b desirable. Dormitory accommna-
dation for wvisiting wvolundeers [say, wo
rooms plus shower) woubld also be desir-
abde.

There may be scope bo use oulbuildings or
oven (o sbe a caravan of camping coach
recarby. But it is important that publse areas
miust be declared a nostalgia-free  eone,
otherwise we will look like any one of the
hundred preservation soetks!

The location would need o be fairly omn-
tral, say in  Worcestershire, Derbyshire,
Cambrid ire or somewhere similsr. An
agrecable town  seiting  would  attract
yolunteers, buf i would not have o be so
cul off thai there's no one about and M"
one train a day! | should think that & we
made enquiries, we would be spoilt for
choice. What we need b a su tial
building. vacant or semi-vacant, but not
h-niultml:.'dr.'nll.iﬂ.

A in the Portsmouth FoE example, there is
a need o sepambe commerdial premises
from the sockely's rooms for rating and
insurance purposes. The prockse financial
arrangements between ihe landlord, the
cormmercial ventures and the society can be
Livfu open for aprecmend a8 pegobalions
progress.

Ideally, we would wish bo rent the -
ises with an option to buy at a later date, 1
the entrepréncurs sething up the commer-
cial ventures ane taking most of the rsks,
cloarly the society must allow them to offer
what terms they consider reasonable.

Many's the time Tve passed a disused
station building and planned what | could
do if 1 could only bring mysell o tell the
guv'mor what ‘e can do with s job! Others
must havie had similar daydreams! -~

This could be a :.pinl:u.ﬂl heoamee bog thie RO,
and an exciting and inberestng poink of
comEact for members. Future adminastrative
assistants could be recruited from within
easy commuting distance of the statson,
and volunteers could corverge for working
weekends or bonger stays  (office jobs,
building malnienance or manning  the
informabion desk). The recrudment of &
full-time administrative manager may
coincide micely with opening of the station
aiffice, so ithat ke or she can work from a
proper offsce enovdironment.

Mo soulless central Lomdon office for an
organisation such as ours! With the RDS
station project, we would be visibly siap-
porting the rail service in a small comar-
nity and hopefully enhancing facilities for
passengers along the limes so often stated in
ORiT G ill:.lh|:|n|.1l.1|l' muaberial’

B Do you know of someone going iflko
busine=s or someone with a bit of space b0
rent? Wie are on Ehe mailing list of Kailtrack
Property s0 we have details of raliway

isex on offer. But if you know of an
office or industrial unit near a station
which might fig the bill, contact me,
Tony Smale at Broadheath, Fishers HElL
Canaficld, Farcham, Hants POAS 530, or a
national executive memmber.




A nightmare for rai

Former operatins  manager
Peter Raymer told BEDS cam-
pagners at the end of April
that he feared for the futune of
ihe railways following
privatisation.

Martin  Luther Kin
dreaen,” b sadd, “Well,
mightmare! My nightmare s
that six years from now,
Michasl Portillo will be Frime
Mirisber amd the 1903 Act will
#till be in place

“In miy nightmare, the network
5 destroved. 1 would hate to
draw a magp of il

had a
| havvre &

The only chance of stopping
the mightmare is for you, amnd
waphe hke youl, bo e active
1d weell DFEARISEE bib Fesast (1Y
osunes Ehat will sueely coamse.”

Mr Rayner highlighted the row
i scodlandd over painkting e
Fosik B e, the Tryiral
spectacular part of Britain's rail
infrastructure

Despite officials msisting the
bridge was sHll safe, e i
dicted: “In & few years” tmee il
will be fit only for ightweighi
dese| multiple anits

It wont ke able b carry thae
heavy trains we want to 'hnnp_
back bo the rail network.™

He sald maintenance on many
ather bridges is being redhsond
B BB mabnamem level
He added: "While not a sup
warter of the Hailways Bill, |
dieve Katlirack could prodect
the fabric of the radlway &
properly directed and if it was
o boor closedy aligmed with the
e amd obectives af  the
I:‘rnr-rrllr Baoard
“Railtrack can be the means ol
protection  or abacking  the
mational system.”

He bldd BLS members ab the
Expter annaisl peneral mecting
The greabest tragedy will be
thee privatisation of Railtrack
isell, Do all you can o pres-
ent s sell-off.” He reminded

Exeter 95

The Railway Development Society annual genaral
meeling al Exater Riverside Centre 28 April 1995

PAINT OUR BRIDE

We are not along: This is the logo of tha Paint Qur Bridge
campaign being run by the Edinburgh Evening News. Below
the Save Our Sleepers logo from The Scotsmun's campalgn,

evervone that the 446 milliom
the Government has spent on
fragmenting the railways and
making it MORE diffscult to
kerp safe, could have given us
a system of awhomatsc train
protection

But the public was looking for
chamge, said Mr Rayner and he
advised: "Be ready wath a sen-
wille ["1|'II'I e |h|; |.|F|Fu1r||,:||.-
ity anses.”

Mr Kayner's alert was echoed
by Liberal [emiocral transpont
~.|'-:|L.-|=m'..'|n Paul Ifg,ln,-r

He said buck-passing between
Franchizse DHrector. Regulator
and Ministers i already one of
the shoddy consequences of
rail privakisation

“Minsbers  ane iFving bie s
tamce  themselves  Irom  the
disastrous effccts of their poli-
cies,” said Mr Tiler

1 fid B |I|".I|:|'|'||r||\,'l thie oxhind

s

E

ter which Transport Secretary
D Erian Mawhisiney diselaims
responsibilify.” '

Everyone was dismayed by the
efbects of L Beeching's bubch-
ey bul mow D "'.'1.1'|'¢'hl.|'|.1'||.':r ]
|llﬂ||.11|'g. tatally |:||.1|i Prroprriafc
FUTRETY On the y of the
railway.

I Mawhinney's prescription
15 killing o the patient,” he
sxid

He warned that the moment of
truth is fast approaching.

I wou think the attack on the
railwavs is at ils height, vou're
wrong. We are going bo sce
much worse in the futune.”

Mr Tyler stressed the imnpr-
tance of the railways o the
envaronmental and  economic
wirllbeing of the South West.

Hir sxid Eoad and Badl Minisber
ot Watts appearsd fo have
mever hicaged of the rail \I-_'.l_'|1-|_'r

| users

service wihsth, until Lest month,
linked the South West of Eng-
land to Sootland.

“Wital towrist industres noval-
nefalile boal DCOTEHTIHS.
depend on ihese rall servioes,”
said Mr Tyler.

He =aicl that already buses
W E‘n_'ll'lh" sulshiited  (or
traink on branch s and
maintenance is being reduced
s that punctuality and reliabil-
by &% ad nisk

He stressed the importance of
maintaining  prudent  repairs
because betwern Ewefer  and
Mymouih alone Ehere were W
viaducts and bridges

He warned that “huge stretches
of ihe nefwork” can be down-
praded so thal they will be
useless for fast or heavy irains

TThee Lrevesrmument had proamised
orders 1o irain makers only o
remepe on the deal.

1 is criminal folly to redoce
the eifectiveness of the railway
infrastmctune,

At least local councils were
beginning to appreciate what
can be done with the railways,
her skl

But we meed and  effectve
natinal rail policy from the
Government  and  investment
by the Government. The rail

sysbem is a natsonal asset.”
He added: "Railirack is a pub-
licky comtrolled asset and must

remaan s JE moust not be sokd
ofll 1kke a ag of |'||.||J||:n_-|1 .

SAVE OUR

Your new national executive line-up and the AGM resolutions

Sheve  Hackellt of  Wessex
branch and former adminkstra-
Hom odbicer Beg Snow  were
elechid B the mabonsl Eoeca-
Five for the digst Hene.

Andrew MacFarlane rejoimns il
AT |.'i-|'||'|'!:; vlected along with
Mike Crowhuest, Shirev [Dex,
Doy Mihiee, B pbonlm
Goodall, Moler Wakefield,
Peter Lawrence  and Simon
Mlartin. Lan Murray and Trewor
[ores were not clected
Chairman  Stewe Wilkinson,

vice chairman Eay King, pen-
exal secrelary Trevor Cearmod,
treasurer David Bige. member-
ship secretary Elisabeth Jordan
and sales officer Tony Smale
wEhE Peturmied unopposed

The annual mecting  passed
resas]ukicoms fo:

SLIFFLORT the sdea of & fall-
e official amd the need for
subscription increases
ENMUOURAGE Somerset
Lounty Council o help bring
back 1!'.!-..u,_||. trakins  Beebween
Taunton and Minchead, atilis

i the existing West Somerset
H.1|1'n-.1:|

OPPMOSE  the privatisation of
Hailtrack

WELCOME the dea ol ap
ACTTRs Binr
|'-r\-|-r.1|:|'-r-
COMNDEMMN the uncertainky of
funding raal services in big city
raal nefwiorks,

URGE rl.‘:.':u|.l.l1|:u| o @l
large mcreases in the pay ol
the directors of privabieosd rail
OpeeTa bors

trenghl EFiaf

UKLE Mallennsum  Commmis-
gon [wds 0 go o padl
Flrl.'l[nh.

SUPPORT micro franchising of
Bramch |Ere=s whire
appropriate

SUPPORT Thamseslink 206}
and Urosskadl and make grea-
ter wse of neglached rail lies in
ahies

GIVE honorary RIS member
sbhip o rosds protester Emma
Mlust whae was jailed fos -
ful kil agains=i Fosaid
building

1RO

M



PLATFORM

Ironic really

It was good (o see e article in
Raifuwfch 63 about Thameslink
20060 [n the samse madling came
the leaflet Getting Tracks Back
t Dumstable, Connection?

The Dunstable campaign #
trying b fend off a proposal to
comvert a rail route o a bus-
way, a rail roube ihat for halt
the cost of the busway ocoukl
bevorme part of Th.!m-lnjrinh {wia
Liatom)

Proponent of the anti-
Thameslink busway is  [Hed-
fordshine County Counl. And
which local authority leads the
Thame=skink 2000 consoetium?
You gusssed: Bedfordshire
County Council  Another o
life's 1igtle Eromies.

Roger Blady, 3 Dhymemor Boad,
Stoke Newvaglon Lormdon N6 BLAX

Editors note:  Bedfordshie
mst be congratubated on sup-
porting Thameslink 2000 and
also on commmdssioning Trams-
net Kisearch to investigate the

erlial of the Bedford -Bletch-
rr; line and the feasibility of
Linking the Hme to commurily
environmenital projects. Buab o
has failed to recognise the
national impartande of reinstat-
ing the radl bimk from Bredfrard
tor Sy o Ehee potential of the
hfidland main line north of
Bedfosd. I has not even comne
sidered reopening the line to
Morthampton.

Disconnected networks

The Unserground's decision 1o
remove B London  Connesc-
Hons was rightly condemned
in the last Kailwatch

Iz thiere & copamitment b thas
map from the train oprating
unitz and Londom  Under-
ground ¥

What happens if "BE stabons
withdraw the Underground
map? Would RIS consider
taking over this map if the
operators ditch if?

Loadon already suffers from its
stupid map sysbem, Ulrideer-
ground maps show a couple of
BR® lines but beave out others,
including the Barking-Gospel
Oak line. This hides away 4
valnerable line and marginal-
isa=. i T TR

The London Conneclsons map
is touchstone for London's par-
Hally imtegrated rail  and
l'lulﬂ'%::'-und netwosk, If it
goes, the concept of a network
is threatened apd we are lefl
with separabe lines cach calling
ihermeives nictworks, compet-
ingg with each other, when
what we all want s oo-opeTa-
Hon and collaborabon

Incidentally what is the collec-

4

:‘h""-...__.__

tive term now for fines other
than the Underground for

which “BR used to suffice?
Colin MNearmian, 14 The Bloom-
farids, Chrreh Road, Hnr_hrr:,:'_
Egzex 1611 8PW

Looking forward

Fuse enthusiasts should stop
kniocking Britain's railways,
says Tim Mickleburgh in Eall-
wabch B3,

In my experience, RDS mem-
beers express admiration for the
ciforts  of BR staff. They

d».-‘)lod\‘. however,  official
policy towards sur rallways.

He says pobential passengits
are pual off mail bat how can
you call for improvement with-

oul expressing  dissatisfaction
with the status quo?

You would not be able o
attract much new custom by
publicising 17-year-old rolling
stock
The Midland main line has got
hagh speed trains bt the press-
ing question is: What aboul
their replacement?
Sheffield has got new trams
bt it willl be devades before il
has a compiehensive network
capable of significantly reduc-
ifg car traffic.
Odficialdam does not take pub-
I transport seriously in Bralain
s if's only natural some RIS
miemibers will look fo Ehi conde-
nent for ideas.
Katl users will achiewe nothing
b looking back

A W Coffires, &a AMocrlamd Rosd,

Mickeover, Derfry DE3 3FX

Private solution

Can someone explain why, if
the operation of privatised rail-
ways is o peflect market foces,
that ScotRail, desperate for
capacity in the toans! season,
does not appear o be able bo
| hmmt ¢ traina from the
ROSO0 carte], and canms go
to any cther source as an alber-
native option

Wouwld [—'Llll.lFll'ﬂl.'l Linkaa Fules
allow ScotRail te hire trains
from wmay Faat or another
Furopean of offshore  rolling
shock leasing agencyT

By way of precedent, did not
BRE hire clectric lecomobives o
Metherlands Rallways for some
Hme?

Deve Holladay, 96 Wesf Groham

Strevt, Glaspoar G SLL

Private plan

The biggest threat bo the Fulbure
of our railways through pri-
watisation is the Iragmentabon
of the system. Ome can only
hope that, if clecied, the

Labour Party will abide by its

s b bring overything
Euh unsder unified comtrod

rate operating COMpanics
ﬁld. exisd pn&.-uim thiy
cooperabe with cach other, as
happens in an efficient country
ke Switzerland

The big problem of course will
b Rabrack, and this 5 no
doubt ome of the reasons for
the unseemby haste to sell off
the system, o make it difficult
bir reanite the network in the
tuture,

What does the individual do
Whatever we may think about
the sale of Railirack, is i nof
better that anyone who cares
about the railways and can
afford 1o hu?}' a few shares
should do =0T This Tt'lish'

a few shares out of the hands
of institutions wie would only
be interesbid in profit.

There are a lot of }ITIE;_'I." inter-
ested  in railways. Together
they could influence the hubhare
as shareholders
£ £ Askew, 14 Kilat Ride, Upper
Basilidoni, Keadirg RIS 8TA

Merger benefits

RIS musd wabch carefully how
{he Framchise Director shares
oul subsidy kit | wonder aboud
his decision o guaranbee only
55% of Caitwick Express ser
vices., MNetwork  SouthCentral

il oither services o Gak-
wick. Better value for subsidy
could come from letting NSC
run Catwick Express

A AT e betwesn the Dana
would profils o contribute
funds for leasing some muoch-
needed W sy Loasd
shock
[here may be other examples
of overlapping  franchises
which if merged would benetil
passengers by mtegrabing ser
vices and increasing financial
efficiency. How about Anglia
amad Great Eastern™
Thire are moves in this direc
tion already | the bus
industry
Cherts Packham, Menl Coblage
Lipymiatt Lame, Timesbury, Bali

BAYIJE
Plea for the poor
Mamy radlway users cannol
afford & car even W they

wanbed ome. They depend on
rul'll:c tranaport. We must do
our best for them by Bghting
against cuts and for & betber
sepvice. The rmehfed, onem-
loyed and shedents are a
ruitful recruiting ground e
RIS which is why 1 am
|_|l"|Fq!rl,|:'q3 ban hl,qm,;l.“-l:lm!- {14
increase the reduced rabe o
membership by 5, the same

For your views on the present and future of rail

arwoant as  the  ordinary
increase. Moy b tit:‘hll.
especially if vou are ab the bot-
lom of the Fl|i.'. Flesise pooon-
sider amd, at the wery least
make the redaced rabe half the
ordinary rabe

T Mickleburgh, 101 Scartho
Rl Grimesbny, Lincs D33 JAE

Dangerous road lobby

Clara Zilahi is o be oom-
mended for not forsaking her
cvcle after being it from
behinad by a car drver. She was
the mnocent victim but seems
bos have a guilt complex, in buy-
ing & helmet and more reflec:
tive clothing

The witimate bogic is to give up
cyiling in just the same way
many people do ot ven '
out of their homes for fear
crima

Hyping up helmet use by the
[.h.-l[m.rrmml of  Transport,
BosPA and other groups with
a pro-matoring bias is a cynical
attempt to reduce cyding in
favour of cars

Cvcle helmets are  irrelevant
becase they can only with
stard a 12 mph impact

When  compulsory helmel
wearing  was  introduced  in
Australia, there were dramatic
falls in cycling. In Mew South
Wales, cycling by children fell
by 36% and in Yictoria by 4%
Adult cyeling in Melboumne bell
by 37%

The moloring infenests are fully
aware of the conseguenoes of
compulsion. Al the momenl,
they afe assidwously proamaed
g l.|l|IJI'||:.1!'!.' s r.
Omnce enough people are wea
ing helmets, the others will be
hr|1|,|,‘u|'||! o line h'l begal
maans

Everyone who wears a helmet
is comiributing bo the demise ol
cyeling and the expansion of
caf use mo matter what short-
term personal advantage they
s in ik
Maieriee hlr.'hl.'ul.'l.‘- Edvdor, Chatce in
Persovml Sajeby, 47 Fast Cliff Road
Tuiirbridpe Wells, Kent Thid 9AG

Airport service

Mow thatl Fhoose .1i.1'|.'l:r|.'| if
South Glamorgan is to be pri-
walised, there is the prospect
that it could be dl"-'l-":!“‘-ﬁ“
inbermabional siatus as the asr

port for Candifl in partboular
and Wales in general

A rail service should of course
be provided wia the ircght
only Vabe of Glamorgan line.

Trains from Cardifi to Barry
could be extended o Bhoose,
Llantwit Major anad even Brid




pend. A BOTVIOD
conilel be justified the mmas-
save growth of communities
within the vale,

Costs would be low, apart from
building stabioms, halts and
park=and-mde filities.
A bus could opetate from
HEhoose stabiom to the alrport,
pencing the construction of a
rail spur,
Mermm Mattheres, Welsh Rail-
oy Actioor Commutfer, Shoeie-
walls, 5a Broadiony, Combridae,
tk Glemorgan CFF TER

Privatisation defended

I Raifwatch and particu-
Larly r\-’ﬁ'r.-.rlnmum Wajlal:]\. T
invaluable barometer of the
political soen:

Elkis's letter in Railwatch
r highl:,ﬁ,hu the anforfunabe
regative reporting which all
too often hinders progress and
& currently doing =0 n the
muater of rail's revival.

I fird Bt frustrating that many
people sttack privatisabion and
the up-ptﬂuni.l}' i may ot

Pressure should be maintained
o ensure we gef the best rail-
way possible and in this RDS

has i ceniral role io F-I.l:p.

Privatisation s copable of
hl'in,ﬁ,lrli aboul  necessary,
desdrable changes.

Cheris  Mickeds, HRall F |
Carouip, 26 Squitchey Lame, Oxpord
X2 7LD

Positive planning

There have been service culs
i the Sudbury-harks th.' i
ﬁ-r a mare positive altermative
ould be to reopen  the
Embn"ﬁc-li-wwhlll-ﬁwm
e operale & dailw
Cambridge-Colchester  linher-
oty  servace which  wouald
aftract more passenpers and
make & profit.
When HE closed thie
Cambridge-Sudbury section in
1%6T, itx owm financial inforema-
e showed the complete
Cambridge-Colchester line
could be operabed at a profit,
had a new more attractive and
efficient timictable [
imtroad sced

BR had run ihis service down
bt a bwo-hourly service coukd

. J.i. i!.. il i...'- i-'ll.i'.l .‘ lI
Send a chequo for £6 1o

-3

:

have 3,wmh T better servioe 1o
areas with large populations

aind bltﬂ'l:l'lr.'aper il bz
E M Longland, 204 Reus Road,
Buckherst Hill, Essex

Necessary secrels

I have just joined BIDS and read
with considerable inberest and
enjoyment the first issue of
Railwatch.

I was hewever concemned bo
mh:d the snide remarks about
the “staggering numbes™ of
secnet and Hr:rsrrr files hcﬂtﬁ
1 dtpirlmml! of Tr.:m.pu-:l.

Recent events in Ja have
shown the range of threats for
which public transpart systems
mius! have secret mﬁnﬁmr}'
'|:l'|..1r|.l:.
¥ | Mardhwick, 42 Bellemy Road,
Oharmdle, Peferborough PES 4MF

Rickety transport

The Mational Trust hazs
recently issued 10 members a
helphul guide suggesting how
o s puiblic transport b visid
thir properiies

Ome sy Hom 5 B0 use a
poedal nckshaw from Salisbuary
station to the lovely Chaeen
Anpe  Mom Himaze in
Cathedral Close

1-"-'}u|r & aad thing for our for-
ey great railway system fo
b reduced bo organisng jour-
neys by pedal  rickshaw.
Stephenson and Brunel would
be l'um'mﬁ n their graves. Bud
at beast there ought be be mo
signalling problems or beaves
o Bhe limee,
Grahanr Talliday, 3 Southbaik,
Oxtom, Birkewhend 43 5LIF

Road into rail

1 rn.i:b.:ll:ll].' belong to a minority

of RDS members who

the Channel Tunnel and the
new hghespeed line

o link wp with it

A mew e would rape the
beautiful  Kend  countryside
akmost as much as a molorway,
I there i= a real need dor sach s
link, then surely converting the
middle lanes of thee existing
motorway into a3 a railway

wintild be cheaper and qm;h:r:
B M Wesl, 35 Himpion Road,
Wearmmok CV3H 6TL

Sharing a dream

I would be glad 1o hu:,- sl res
in a scheme o build a steam
and diescl depot ai Hellifield
on the Setile-Carlisle lne, as
sugpested in Railwaich &3, I is
ofiows oountry and the line
Tu'ﬂ'njﬂlltl.l:'lurn to  Hellifield
was always passcnger friendly.
|"'|'|E-.'fr's \E Hfu.*rl.hurlr (T
Chrisfopler s Winy, Movecanmy,
Laiics LA 6EE

Virtuous cycle_

Cﬁ]l&b from RIS will be

eaking part in a redd
ride on Satinday 25 June o
highlight the  case for

reopening  the Dereham 1o
Wiym m line in
Morfolk.
The case for fEapenin
wiinild be overwhelming 5
proper logical  trans
decssions were made h:lpn':
the crazy world of poasd-
£ Iin;i::u Britatn,
cHar itica rs of
to spend Billions on F:-.r:d:
instead of smaller sums on
cost-effective pubslic
Eranspon.
Politkdans pretend 1o be in
favour of less use of the car
but bake decisions whick
fisee peaple to use them.

The Covernment has prev-
ented proper explotiation of

the car-train combination by

irsasting BE b un=wit-
able trains which 4o not
carry oycles.

But one of the mow Erain
operaling companies — Mot
work SouthCentral — seems
to ise that opclists
and walkers are key cus-
bomers, With the co-opera-
tion of East Suisses Counby
Council it has produced an
excellent guide called Trails
by Rail.

This is one of the few areas
of the country graced by
trains which khave adsguate
apaoe tor cycles and prams

Cther operators. have inher:
ited trains which have space
for only one bikel
Mairstream European
conmnimies already recognise
the importance of cycles,
converting moee and mone
bramns a coaches bo carry
them and providing park-
ing spaces for them,

In Germany, the number of

ks poing on Alqmible rail
Irips 8 micredsed  from
15000 to 360000 m 10

yvears. New trains, particu-
i-l!rl:." the equivalent of our
Regional  irains, have
special areas for bakes

Ceerman Railways are
retiailding SLCTECT
conches  specifically bo

accommicdale MORE cyeles.
Une imibiative in the former
East German area of Bran-
denburg is seving £150,000
spent on refurbishing 1970s-
built coaches o provide a
lange &rea of 'Ii-t"-:hEtr EPaCE
with stven  folding  scats,
space for four wheelchairs
and up to 15 bicyckes. The

coaches with the word BIKE
painted in Large belters on
the side will be used on
Irtferiegio serviors.

Perhaps the lettering will be
large enough to penetrate
the conscousness of Briksh
railway  managers and
Covernment officials

Im backward Britain by con-
trast, politeizns,
bureaucrats, the Treasury
amd car<driving rail mana-
1|i~rn have been making it

ifficult.

As  one  station  manager
commended: “Why do we
insist on upseiting our cus-
tomers !

In Holland, 35% of all rail

urs et o the station
E;'bukr.

Duatch avil servanis anme no
lenger allowed to travel by
car on officlal  business
They can hawe ther travel
costs  reimbursed  only B
ey cycle or take the rain,
Even singlecar frains
Austria hawe the capacity bo
carry  wight opcles  in
“Mlexible”  space  designied
for both seating and lug-
gage. Onm other trains a
whale carriage is often pro-
vided for bikes, prams and
ather luggage.

Dapgerous Britain: In Ger-
many S of childnen cyee
to school. In Britain, parends
are w0 trightened of the dan-
grrowEs  anarchy  on the
roads, that only 3% ol
chibdren ride to schiool

The charily Sustrans s
doing a valuable job which
Britain's mrment ol
Transport has  deliberately
avisded, croating long-dis-
L 1.‘_|rl.|u' rowles,  often
s sicivons of closed rail
irack.

This achieves the admirable
exhra T of mainkain-
ing  painstakingly created
lingar rmoutes mshesd  of
allowing them to be broken
diowen [nko useliss pancels of

[arhi_ by povernment-
inspired short-sig ed
Hnancial icies  which

imvelve selling off station
s

But it does create o further
protlem. Does the existenos
of the evcle track make it
impossible b reinstate the
roube for rail?

KLY is conlacting Susbrans
b s if we can agree some
puidelines on the use of
abandoned rall lines




Sun, sea — and sewage

Railways gave millions of I-_plr thie
chanee o visil the seaside for the first ime
i their Hwves They sill do. Unhappily
many of the beaches that you can get to by
brain ane o polluted.

For thatance, i you head for Sussey by the
Sea, you will fimd that several af the
beaches have bathing water which fails the
fest for quality devised by the Marine Cone
servation Society.

Only two beaches in Susses qualily for
four-dolphin awards from the society and
neither East Wiltering nor Selsey Ball can
pasily be reached by train, They are both
cight miles from the nearest raithesd at
Chichaester.

Beachis af Wosthing West, Lancing, South-
wick, Hewve, Brighton Kemp Town, Seaford,
Hastings Chacers Hotel AN all be reachid
wasily by train bul their bathing waters fail
the test for water quality.

Luckily prople who want go to beaches in
Kent by train fare Betber in the clean wates
stakes Four-dolphin awards go to Hythe,
Joss Bay {near Broadstairs), Botany Bay
{Clifenville), Minnis Bay (near Birching-
ion}, and Sheermiess Boach Street. k-
sstone,  Deal  Castle, Samdwich |'|-'l-}'.
Ramagabe and Herme Bay however all failed
the waler quality fest

Essex can claim mod one four-delphin beach
that can be reached by train. Leigh-on-5ea,
and Thospe Bay failed the water quality
s

In neighbouring Suffolk, the beaches ot
Felixstowe amnd Lowestoft South are bour-
dodphin rated andd can be reached by trakn
In Morfolk, the only four-dolphin rated
beach that can be reached by train s Sher-
inglam,

Cromer and two beaches at Great Yar
mouth Eaibed the test for svater quality.
Skegness is the star beach in Lincolnshire

Give us

By DAY CFLYY

A new rail user group was harmedly
formed in April when people were given
less than six weeks motice that Ehe service
on their local line was o be seriously
|.||.|l.-|.'r|.:|;r.|.dt'd..

Although the 58 Albans Abbey to Watford
[unction Beanch was clectrified as recently
as 1988, Morth London Balbways decided
that the class 313 electric anit woualdd e
replaced by & 35-year-old class 117 dicsel
wrif for the May timetable

AILR is also withdrawang the first tradn, the
laed Pevn trains amd bweo intermediate frains.
A bonger berm threat is 1o neplace Sunday
aervices willh bases

This b the same HE irain operahing oo
pany which last year provoked outrage by
replacing trains with buses on the Bedford-
Bletchley linee. Rl usiers whse seem o put a
greater value on trains than rail managers
immediately  formed  the Abbey  Flyer

&

i:h"""-.._

and gets & four-dolphin award. Lockily it
has a regular frain servios augmented by
special traine in the summer.

Thae truth which many holiday resoris do
theeir best to hide can be found in The Good
Beack Guide 1995,

Ckegmess can be proud of its facilies. The
guide describes it as one of the Frst
fimed resorts in Britain, the brainchild of
el Searborough, whose sim was o pro-
vide the burgeoning middle classes with
whobesome holkdays by the sea,

[t has seven miles of open sand beach,
backed by dunes, safe bathing, boabing
lakes and landscaped seafront gardens
Dogs ane banned from the beach in sum-

A

mer. Gilsraltar Point Nature reserve is thnee
miles away, Lol walks include one te
Mahblethorpe, loved by the poet Tennyson.

Unfortunately, Cleethorpes in neighbour-
ing Humberside, easily reached by train,
fiaals thee water queality besd.

Yorkshire's beading resort of Scarborough,
which thousands of people wvisit by train
fails the water quality test for s South
beach but wins a two=dolphin award for
the Morth beach

Iy the Mosth-East, rail-asccessible beaches al
Hartlepool Morth Sands, Seaham, and
Whitley Bay fail the waber qualaty best

Chve of the few beaches in Northumberland
that can be easily reached by train, Aln-
mouth, wins a four-dolphin  award bud
sacdly has dlamgerous condations for bathing

In Cormwall, Hayvie station near 54 lves
Flw-. acoess b @ mapgnificent “necklace” of
pur-dolphin rated beaches. A short Ferry
ride from railconnected Falmouth takes
you to four-dolphin rated St Mawes Rail-

sl '|'|_'-r||1u!.l o oone of Britaim's mosd
popular seaside destinations and can boast
seweral beaches with four-dolphin clean
water, particularly along Babbacombe Bay
1o the morth of thie bown

Taking the train to Weymouth, Dorset, also
qives access to a four-delphin raled beach
Bournemouth which has excellent train
copmections  can boast  jour  bop-rakixd
beaches, Durey Chine, Fishermans Wlalk
(Southbourne), Seuthbourne itselfl  and
Hengistbury Head.

Four-dolphin rabed beaches whach are radl-
connected in Wales are Rhosoeigr, Bar-
mouth, Falsbowrne, Borth, Freshwater East
anal West (near Pemibroke), Manorbier

Rail-conmected  beaches which failed the
waber quality fest are Prestatyn, Llandudno
Wit shore, Deganwy, Criccieth East, i
besches at Aberystwyth, Goodwick (s
guard), Ssundersfos], Burry Port Beach
Fast, Llanelli, Swansea Black Fill, Barry and
Penarih

Four-dolphin rabed beaches in Scotland
accessible by train are White Sands Bay
and Belhavin (both near Dunbar), Silver-
windds (Aberdour), Monbrose and Naim
Ceptral. Domech also has a four-dodplhin
rated wide, sandy beach. If a radl bBrdge
had bisen Ill:l|.'| .1tl!.H'||.:_ with Ehe I"ll-'l.-.‘in 'b-ridg-.*_
rail travellers would have had acoess to il
L

Mot omee beach i ':rtrﬂtl'n:]:. de guales for a
four-delphin award. Saltooats, Irvine, st -
wick, Ayr, Tumbery and Girvan all Bl the
bathing waber quality test

W have highlighted the best and the worst
ol the rail-conneched pesorts. For full details
of the other beaches

B The Good Beach Gusde 1995, published
by Readers [Mgest and compiled by the
karine Conservation Society, costs 7599
[SBN (=7153-0341-4 )

back our train

Users” Group  (AFLLUG)
arranged public mectin

May ot St Stephen ]’arih|f1 Centre, chose bo
Beicket Wood stathon, whene milli
concerm was so slrong that the hall was
overfilled. We nesded an oulside loud-
speaker for the benefit of thise who were
unabde to get in Soclal Servioes Secrelary

& hurnedly
was held on 4

Peter Lilley, who ks also MI for 51 Albans,
travelbed o the mecting by train Tristan
Crarel-Jones, MP for Watiord, alsoe attendid
to offer support. A three-strong manage
ment team leom Morth Lonmdon Rallways
under the Director David Walters, came bo
heear the depth of feeling, state their case
and amswer questons, while representa-
tives of London Regional Passengers
Commitee and  Hertfordshire County
Conctl alo stended. In additon, the
problems were alsed very exbensively in
the kocal pross

Many problems remain, buf, dae to pres-
gigpe from wsers, Uhe electric service is o be
petained and the diesel umit is Bt b be
reintrodisced. The other diffsculiies will
form subcts for ongoing negobiations
with MLE, but readers may takoe beart Ehat,
oven in thie present ursiable situation preor
bo privatisatlon, organised amd  orches-
trafed pressure can produce results. Do oot
lose Bcark!




Are you
listening
Mr Major?

By lohn Barficld

Mr Major's attempt o relaunch
himsell a5 the leader of a
1I"dli‘ﬂlfl|_!; governmend” will be
tested by a pow report mito rail
imvestment,

5o far he and 'l'r.1;|;.|_'m-|1 e L
tary Hrian Mawhinney have
speil more Hme Ilﬂ;'nln[.:_ [17]
the road Roebby than semsible
transport argumsnts

But now they have the chanoe
ko rl?".‘-]h:ll'-.] 1o an independent
repoet entdithed limvsting i Brit-
--uu_'.- H:JIII'J!:II.!"I which calls for

.IF'I 5 billion investmend in radl
= b enabile the system to survive
and keep pace with Ewropean
rail development

The report by Harman
reveals the extent of the back-
log of indrastructure  invest-
ment which this Government
has allowed to build up.

Stagnation pervades the rail
way supply industry (ABB is
closing s York factory and
Humnslot is ale closing down)

Amd the private  fimance
dogma is stunting any form ol
n'u'-a.lun;q['ul infrastrsciuse and
oprrational development

How bomg cani this general
mialaise b alBivied ter
comntinge?

RS Branches have been moni-

toring the effecls af Privatis-

atbon and Bave a sorry tale o

‘.L‘ﬂ abomit Ehe quality of local

= rall services an tragmentation
of the netwark

The To-page Harman Report
revieals how erratic imveshmen
in rail has !'H_'\'I_'|I.

It had been thﬁ'lu'.ﬂll ERE0 mul-
I amnualby would be needed
for rail investment buat the 1993
Railways Al has pushed op
that figure 1o £15%00 mallion

loa misch rail invesiment has
had 1o be prowicded from fares
and Fﬂ'ﬂjﬂl.lll‘ﬂ'..‘ Improyve-
ments whien Dpsrralafs am the
ofther  major  counlrics  of
Europe are guaranteed a fised
rolling programme of develop
sk

In Britain. unless the privabe
sector s inberested torget it

The Harman repost highlights
the meed to 5-\.|.‘|.'P' the exstipg
idrastrecture in good oonds-
hon i gk s o hinction effec-
tiviely and ecomaenically

Hal  in reburm for  careful
Inwvestnend, the network has
enormous capaaty o relieve

Ml e
pollution and traffic problems
= a5 an alternative fo wnending
expandion of the road network
b et dmancd

Theee is also the need to be in
dep with the Buropean LUnion
Common Trans policy as
enshramned m Directve 91 /444
and Uasmmuanicakion
COM(IZHM, which recognises
that I;.'-uibl.iu h1|.|.'.|F-|u1 18 M-
sary lor an efficent and quality
service, and that all modes of
transport must be considersd
on g fair, comparative base
They certainly are MOT in
Britain. '

The report shaws thal financtal
constraints on the Brabtish Rail
syt are narrowly  dreawn
aivd that mo Fformal bazis has
existeed for establishimg  what
wider economic and  other
apportunities  investment  in
teritain's railways mibght
achibeve

It also shows conclusively that
mvestment af pn--.u-nl 1.5. niat
evien achieving rencwal rafes
The report gives the Govemne
ment  the option of simple
renewal  which would  peed
spenclang of E850) millkon a year
for the Britsh Rail system (i,
other than LLUL Metro and
private railways) which ame
gonsidered separately in the
repor!

The fast link. CrossRail,
Thameslink XMWY, upgrading
e Wesd Coast main  line,
upgrading 4  TransPennine

moabe,  VArRsMIS :1_'\-".|5n.:|[|i_11;_.:.
and a programme of elecirif-
cation are identified as a way
i achbeve big Improvements,

But the network has an even
|.'|IF_|:|."|.' r\lflh"l'lﬂul [ 1+] 1_':»;E|-,||_1d af
the Lsovernment chose bo allow
14

In aszessing the demand for
addditional capacity, the sepor

wses the same criberia as many
RE¥ bramches in assessing the
adequacy of the Franchize
Director's  passenger  service
medpuirement, that is four trains
per hour on urban or =
regeonal lines and twa per hour
on ofhiers,

Thie cost of a full expansson
rlrl.lgrﬂrrum' A pul at £.65 bil-
ion, and investment on this
ke would bring benefits 1o
the constrection |r'u.|u-'.1r_:.' ard
creabe 35,000 ol anmually

Thee il price tag for renewal,
PP ermnent .1n|§=|."-.p.1.11.1inn is
put at E28.9 billion, a small
price o pay for the basis of a
national public transport pit-
work, compared 1o the
unlimited Billions which have
been spent on providing few
o],

B Investing in Britain's Rail-
ways. Harman Atkin e al
1 %5 Atkin Rescareh &
LUevelopment Lid Price
E35.00, FSEN 1 599906 00 2

Glib verdict

ROS campaigner Trevor Jones
was able o challenge Welsh
5|‘.\.'.|'\'|.'||I.r:|-' lokhin Redwiews] when
he attempted a glib justification
of rail privabisstion at the Con-
sumer Congress in Swansea in
April

Mir Kedwood who claimed io
= & regular rail user then fol-
lowed the normal Government
apprmrh (134 u'r"'g_L that EVery-
thing about BE ks rubbish and
evervEhng about privatisabion
Wlll1’!¢"ﬂ\.’||"|.'l_'||l1u'~_|

Trevor was .'|El||,' (v 1] Fl1:-1n| vt
the Government had  had
power over BE for nearly S0
years bt had chossn not 1o
hacklbe the |'-rn2|-|:-|_-||.-|-. if noia SNy
wiill b solved” frye
privatiaation ;
Mr Redwood's response was

thait we have all misunderstoond
the relatiomship betwern BR
and the Governmint

Winners on line

EL¥ lottery winmers: Febmoary: T
0 Chrestopher, Basildon 5340,
Mr and Mrs Fmest Booth, York
3339, A D Clark, Grumabsy
2, M Ashdown, Ballsber
£8335 M B Easter, Lomdon
BaT, | B Bissel, Hrosnsgrove
L56T

March: H B Fowler, Angmering
40, Mrs Iris Craham, Berm-
ngham £H. Peter Spencer, Ewell
EA1450, Madk Edgell. Rotherham
E1380, Donald Grahas, Work-
sop D6ED, Morman Campbsdl,
Lanag bboromigh 06 80

.-".prl| F H Riassadl, ]||rrr|:|.n|g,]1-am
E5.N C | Lindley, Ssiton Cold-
foedd 3450, Peter Spencer, Ewell
ENT, A 5 Willlams, BFMD 35
LLEBD), Elisabsth Jordan, Corby
0680, G | Heatbooek, Cambridge
L5 )

It you would kike to join the
bnttery fof one year, send £12 1o
Dave Finch, 3 Meville Avenue,
Eidderminsier, Wores DW11
7AL Make chogque payable o
BED% and include your RDS
numbser i possible

Welcome Glenda

The Mabional Conference of
Rail Users is an Saturday 14
Oictober at the Camaden Centre
opposite Sk Pancras  skation,
Lomedion.

Cuest speaker will be Glenda
Fackson M. ome of Libour's
transgart beam

The iee for this all-day confer-
e will ke 750, and these
will be a buffet hinch for £5.00.

Yo can book nevw with David
SR T, 158 Atherstone
Avenue, Peterborough, PE3
LN




Britain holds
back a Star
performer

By Trevor Garrod and Sean Enelt

The second RDS journey on Eurostar ook
on 2 April and was trouble froe, We
illed & coach on the 0514 Brissels service.

5 were s low as 3545 mph until chear

Herme Hill, and then a 60 limil applies
through the suburbs, apart from ley
junction which ks restriched bo 50,

The limit after Petts Wood is now 75mph
increasing to 50 after Orpington amd 1o W0
enbering Sevenoaks tunmel.

It became clear we were following the pre-
sumably late running 0800 Charing Cross-
Ramagabe and were chiecked sehile it made
its Orpington and Sevenoaks calls.

Fortunately this train was looped at Ton-
bridge to give us a clear road and we Pwice
bouc 87 mph on this racing ground,
which Is however no improvemsent on the
1950s-buill  Kent Coxsf brains. Onee an
France, we achieved 185 mph

Speed was slower in Belgium but the first
skage of the Belgian high speed fine, from
I.Ilﬁfm Anitoing should be open nest year.

Several bought day tickets ot just
undet Jlfrl!rwunllmi.lu_d travel on Brussels
buses, trams and metro. Trams from the
suburbs go in nnel under the cty centre
anel serve the spacious underground stalio
at Midi. The metro trains were well used and
enjoyed remarkably powerful acoeleration.

A fow of ux vendured out o fhe castem
suburb of Walawe, where an old tram depol
has been comverted by volunteers into a
Sdusem of Lirban Transport. 18 B well worth
& visit, with vintage trams and other light
rall vehicles, some buses and a brolley bus,
For details, weibe to the museum at Avenue
de Tervaren 3sdb, B1150 Braselles.

Onoe bome, we concluded that, from a per-
formance of view, Furostar on the
third ral = a dsappointment, #ven com-

pared to 1950s trains.

But the potential for sustained 185 mph
running, only glimpsed on the Brussels run
shows  what ?:unm:'r is capable of Let's
T Bhat fast link — fast.

Prier Cannon is ofganising more trips in the
autumn, probably one involving an over-
might stay, Lyom, Strasbourg or Cologne
have been ﬂlml as possible destinations
for the Later. fay trips would probably
be o Lille, Parts or Brussels. He would be
E‘I:::qnd_ o ear members’ wiews and also 1

r from any members willing to be group
leacher.

Dietails will be in the next Railearch, but if
you would ke details as soon x thiy are
arranged, send a SAE to Peter Cannon al &
Carrett Crescent, Leiston, Suffolk, [P16 418,
Hee will also be pleased fo handle bookings
for individual members going for all conti-
merdal iravel, You can book through him at
Dreliapdan, 1 Upper Orwell Strect, Ipswich,
14 THM. Tel 01473 215000,

I..‘-::h-_

L.orries

Let’s have them!
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By Ivan Steward
amd Steve Wilkinson

Simple lsnt it? I the Govern
mend was roally seriows about
getting freight off the road on to
rail, then rosd semi-trailers could
b delivered to rail heads and
joaded on ko spine wagons like
these amsd be iransporfed the
lengtls aned broadth of Britain

A tractor usil could pick up the
semi-Eradler from a rail head and
meakee the final delivery by road.

You will war all sorts of argu-
mierits aboud how raal s unecons
ormde and how firms must have
freedom to do what they bke but
little mention of the argument
that familics should have froe
dom from danger and pollution
caused by borries

You will Teear even bess about the
money  Fr lobby  companses
pay into Tory fumls or the
undemocratic malign  influencoe
pxerted over the Department of
Tranaport for years

Baf the demands of ordinary
prople for & way oul of the trars-
port mayhem inflicted on Britain
are growing by thie day and there
are bentative maves I the right
direction.

The Amerscan Thrall Company,
which has boen manufachering
wagons in its Chicage Heights
factory for 7% years, is moving
into Britain o build for the
Ewropsean muarkes.

The company has chosen Rosyth
Raoyal Dockyard as manufactir-
ing site for its EuroSpine wagon

I asscshkation with Baboock Hail,
il alms o produce  four-unit
articulated wagons o carry bos-
ries  within  Furope via  the
Channel  Tunnel. The design,

which was intreluged in the
UsSA in 19684, could casily be
el For peumeys within Batain
— if the willl existed,

Thrall's engineering seTviies vVice
president Shaun  Richmond, a
former engineer with BR, says
the wagons remove hundreds of
thowsands of vehicles wach year
fromm American roads

fbore than seven mallion semi
trailers and contaimers have Been
|1ur1.~|_1| o USA rail singe 1

“The EurcSpine wagon provides
Ewropse -.-.-uEJ. profitable alterna
tive tor poad bormies, an allemative
that tan help reduce  traffic,
lgszen air p»:lFIulmn andd  slow
down the defersoration of the
roads,” sadd Mr Kichmons

He paid tribute (o thit many peo-
]'-Jn.' in Brtxin  incloding  The
igpyback Consortium heasled
by Lord Berkcley lor help in
apting wp the project

(Mher members of Che comnsod-
tium inchisde Railtrack amd BR's
freight companies,  Mainline,
Transrail, Loadhasl and  Rail-
{reight Distribasiion

Mainlime may work with Fine
land's Oy Transtech o a piggy-
back wagon

Bat whoever makes them, a piIg:

vback service from Stotlind o
Eunqu— could remove T
heany lormies frosm the AT WA
alone. The l.ﬂElH-ﬂ ot of provid-
ing height clearances along e
S0 mibles of rail to the unnel =
bess Phan E100 milbon, equivalen
to just 25 miles of the planned
T4 extension i Glasgow, The
Channed Tunnel was supposed o
give Britain's railways an advan-
tage in  winndng back  lomg-
distance traffic from road, But
underinvestment  aned  short-

-
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] froim
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lire via Upper
) by, diclayed
vered class 47s
grachient from
Harimgey  wilh
) o,
il fo a half, i
tect by touling
plon and -l|-|!l'-
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v which means
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ilimer Erain o
pped ol South
b b Bkl i
o oy was
sood for over

an
Jhatsiar,
hocking
PESSETEET
servies,  unil
lhe [T With
apencd by a mana-
er. This delay could

vie been avoided i
Kipple Lame depod  had
b fold what was El.ll-lh_-;'l-
ing. Another Southampion-
bcnunad Freighitliner braim was left
froam 1. Hham unbl Sam bocause
ol aq ENEIneee § MRS 0N i e
line. Luckily no passenger brakns
were running at that time

Trams travel humdrneds of miles
ACTIreS |'l.|l'l.|p-|'. |l:||.'|!| A -:!|_'|-
ayved beiween Acton and
Witllesden!

There appoars o be |n.|l.|l.'n.|u.|l|.'
ORI SO A R O |'i|.'1'n'|'1_"r|
Hailtrack and operational  stadfi
who may not even know which
signal bowes ane open or wheere
CRRATING |'\-|'m|.-n:u:'|- A
Some of these problems began
willh British BFaal seclorisation
and have worsenisd since the
BN |'Fl| vt ol B lirack

So far there is little evidenoe of
tramsfers 10 rail, rather rail ous-
beners ane Beng offlasded

The roumdaboul-Londop  soube
for tunnel Ereight trains is hardly
cordicive fo modern, simplified
Ireaghi 'a'l'l‘fl.:lll;

But daily freight trains are now
running from Liverpool Freeport
to Framce and IRaly with links to
Spain

And B i= runmang 100 Eradns a
wiek through the Channel Tun-

niel. It has the capacity bo ran 245
traanes and when the fase link s
bnzili, ks hn'u:r capacEy wheaibd
merease o 430 fraims. OF course
wi are still waiting for a dedi-
cabed henned radl link

Ewven i the b proposed link
wvia Ebbsflect and  Stratfond
makes it theough Parfiament and
attracis funding, the extent of ifs
avallability for feeight i nob
clear. .

Lh for  a forward-thinking
LAepartmenl of [r.'ll:lhl,'l-ll:ﬁ aid an
unbdasrd Treasury!

Thiry still fight againat imvesting
in rail freight and cling to their
idi Ll!::l.' Preneds b the foad ||ﬂ,|{|!|
In Germany with musch bong-
distance freight already on rail,
minads are being comncenirated on
short hauls,

A Rimgrug service bs being Intro-
duced in the Rubr industrial area
with  container-carrying  flat
wagons runmang fmelalhed ser-
vices with the aim of attracting
business from rosd even for joar-
narys as short as 4 males

Reopenings
conference

Edinburgh's “Mr Transport” Daviad e

is aF‘!"..'lLr.ﬁ'lﬁ ol tha HIEI.;'JI:NHZI {_mnl'-n.?:
ence on Fail Beopenings on Saturday 17
June at the Faireay Hotel, Bathgate. Mr
Beig, chalrman of Lothian E‘pl!l'.‘-
transport commiliee will b josnesd o
the spraker’s rostrum by David Jarman,
he=ad o plammang ot Whest Lothian district
corgical. For st munsife beokings, phone
01732 255018

Come and talk to me Fail REegulabor
John Swift has wd b regular meet-
s with BDS aber we ragsed the B
of through tcketing. If you have issoes
to raise with the Regulator, send details
to Lavid Hagg, BEye Level, 76 Maldon
R, Witham, Essex CMB THP

You wouldn'l! anderstand dear! Drafi
franchise agreements are so full of legal
technacalitss they ane nol beang ssuaed
in full to groups whie have asked o be
consulted. Franchise officals hasve told
WS ;qrrlurh nobady would be able to
understamd  themm, Even the simplifbed
domumienls sswend for the Souwlth Wesl
Trains franchise have thrown up a serics
of confusions which Gesoffrey Pemne of
the Yeowll and [istrict Ball  Action
Group has been attempting to anravel,
after a sevies of mectings with local
auitborities. He will be 'UJII lying reports
on progress which shouk L‘-'Il" aother radl
usrT groups whirni Er.1|1|.'hi1|n,|.;_ s, B
their areas. The feporis are available
from Mauwl Krebs, 24 Banok Flouse, 30
Lansdowne Walk, London W11 3LT.

Cash on affer Bail user groups, comam-
nily groups and werved or privabe
radlways may be able o benedit from The
Heritage Lottery Fund or the Millerdum
Commission A leaflet is cbtainable from
the Matiomal Heritage Memorial Fund.
10 St James Strect, London SWIA 1EF
(el D171 747 2088k The capital projcts
should e “lasting monuments o the
achievemenis a aspirations of the
mation”, If you want further information,
conkact Edward HBoxell of EAIL, 17
Azalea Close, Usbridge Road, Hanwell,
London W7 30A.

Ruilivetch on tape for blind members.
Please serd ome CLX0 fape ar bwo C9ls
whien the next Rellmaich B dae e
Elssabth Jordan, 13 Amhill Koad, Gret-
ton, Carby, Morthants BNMIT 300
Where cycling meets public trans Li
Y h.iTlnm.f lrnulhh'pwl'm :rnumlu:
o a lrain, mayvbe you shaulkd consider a
folding bike! Contacd the Folding
Sogety, 19 West Park, Castle Cary,
Somerset BAT 7D 01963 351644

I's a Shambles The first hicoups of
privatisation £1.25 posd froe from Martin
Ball, &% MNorih Wallington, Farcham,
Hands POMG ST), Chegues  payable fo
RIX5

Railway books and magarines for sale
For list send %x6" SAE to ' Cowan, 135
Woodlands Awvenue, Eastioode, Ruislip
A SO




LOCAL ACTION

Lincolnshire

By Pais] Jowett

G Greem The Green Line leaflet
developed by John Ginns is being distrib-
uted to councils along the Lincoln-
Peterborough and Sleaford lames
o encourage consideration of house build-
irg mear radl stations and rail lees. Branch
chairman Brian Hastings also promoted the
idea in the community munnl’:}'mnrmtﬂlﬁ.
Political briefing Liberal Democrat
mational fransport spokesman Paul Tyber
came 1o Sleaford in April, was bricfed

RD5 and acknowled our work, He
praised e “unigue” Green Line beaflet and
sappesied other KDS branches should
io our example. 5o should the Govern-
ment. 1§ other branches would Hke fo

develop o similar strategy, please contact
chairman Brian Hasti 312 Whard Road,
Ealand, Scunthorpe DT 41W.

Jolly Fisherman The bramch is planning a
to help market the Grantham-Skeg-

ness Jolly Fisherman™ line,

Jolly well done Skegness i marketing i

tourist attractions in the Potterses following

the tntroduction of a beller service from

Crewe in the new timetable.

Spreading the word RDS advertised in the
county council rail imetable book,

Limited operation There are fears that
class 153 units will be inadequate for
London-toemnd travelbers from Lincoln via
Peterborough. The Spalding-Sheaford  sec-
thon ks also only operating for nine hours a
day because of the nwed to upgrade signall-
fimg and crossings

Stop signal Ralbrack has cancelled the
19493 agreement to modernise s amad
i between Sleaford and  Lincoln
and bulld new statbons at Donington and
Pinchbeck. This had been agreed betwieen
the county council and BE. The county
eouncil Is confinuing to support rail in its
new public transpost strategy o be pub-
lished shartly, [ts long term aim s to e
the stations bl

Frelght Greater Manchester houschold
waste trains are regularly travelling to the
infill site at Rosk 1%.111[:! nicar Scunthorpe,
A new chemical train s running  from

Stalybridge to Immingham. Stee] is now

going from Tinsley to Goole Docks (though
not to Gmnrhﬁ. There are additional
Scunthorpe to Hartlepood steel traina. Each
train keeps 40 lorrses off the road. We sant
more freight on rall!

Rail wailch Rumours that cnal Rail-
ways Mosth East want 1o & the
ourrent practice of stopping Clecthorpes-
Manchesber tradns at Bametby and Habos-
ough. (ur member Dr Don Peacock is
watching the situation,

Cost contest Lower track charges on the
Doncaster-Lincoln-Feterborough josn Ene
could mean some sbower (reight trains are
diverted from the East Coast main line.

More privatisstion blight High track
charges are blamed for the fact that not one
extra passenger frain was provided to
Skegness over Easter, Charter trains are
abso mow' rare because of the absurdly high
charges

North West

By Robert
Cummings

West Coast upgrade

Al last, Railtrack has announced a £1 bil-
lbon eight-year investment in the West
Coust main line which will include a cab-
based signalling system - the first in Brit-
ain. The go-ahead for the scheme was given
EE Boad and Rail Minister John Watls on
22 March 1995 although it is pot yet clear
whien the work will commience. The imstal-
lation of cab-based signalling should cause
less disrupthon o services than a convien:
tional  resignalling.  The  Minkster's
announcement has recsived a mived reac-
tien from groups lobbying for the upgrade,
including  the Railw, Drevelapment
Society, as it falls well aa.-.{mmrl of what the
line peeds to ke it inte the next century.
The Wiest Coast 250 Campaign said that the
line meeds a £1.7 billion investment Fu'li.'L*
age, including new rolling stock, which is
niol catered for by the presen! mvesimend

rogramme. The campalgn also criticised
obm Watts for the last= minute cancellation
of & moeting in London ko discuss the find-
ings of a jeasibility study into the upgrade
after the West Coast delegation had already
set off for London. Lanmcashire County
Council  leader Louwise Ellman  said
Ralltrack’s plans would “enly bring us back
fo the position we held 20 years ago before
the years of neglect and decline”

Disconnected brains Southport station is
an example of one  ridiculous aspects of
privatisation. A fence has been erechid
which separates the Merseyrail Eleciric
latfarms from those operated by Regional
flways Morth ‘West. The station has
cifectively been sphit in twio. The fenee s 4
physical symbol of the division of Britain’s
rail metwork and can only help 1o engender
a “mo connection with Pfjl:t‘ firm next door”
mentality between the employess al bwo
train operating units. Only the British are

erecting new  barriers when  all across
Europe even pational frontiers are becom-
img biss and less significant, The Southport
siiuation was ri hIEIhdLFUlfd by the Inde-
pendent on Sunday,
Wilful neglect The Daily Mail meanwhile
recendly highlighted the decline of Cam-
forth station. As Milford Junction, the
station was immortalised in the 1945 film
Brief Emcounter. 1t i now a shadow of its
formier self = an wnmanned halt with only a
local service, the platforms on the West
Coast main line g since demsdished
Even the blug ue commemarating the
making of the film has been stolen. Despite
this, droves of towrsts, |iNIJ'I'il'I-l'|dl.‘|_:|'
Japanese, still arrive. The local authosity
and Camdorth’'s Chamber of Commence
wiotld like o see the siation refurbished
and its refreshment rooms o
Unfortunately, according to the Daily Mail,
mh proposals have been “throttled by the
[F of e jon” (Don® th
i 1] F!.:m'aﬁuﬁw B'F
Cash tangle The funding of PTE-sponsored
rail services beyond 31 March 199 is stll a
major worry. In Greater Manchester it has
ke esstimatid thiat the channelling of rail
funding wia the district coundils would cost
each af the 10 districts on average £7 mil-
lion extra, a 4 the districts are
hardly likely to relish, The problem should
have bemn resolved before the 31 May 1995
because the FTEs have to give 12 months’
motice of withdrawal from the Section 20
agreement. Bail investment by Greater
nichesber Pa er Transport Executive
s stll on hold due to the lem of
"paying twice” (having io pay Railtrack
higher irack access  charges G0 ose
indrastructure which the FTE has itself
funded). This probbem is delaying both the
Saliord Crescent clectrification scheme and
the propossd expansion of Manchester
Alrport  station. s resolubion  would
apprar o be neither casy nor imminent
et another of the “benefits™ of rail
privatisation

Mawhinney's mistake There were hopes
that Transport Minister Brian Mawhinney,
would be 3 betber minister than his prede-
cessors, bul he showed his colours in
barch when gave his consent fo close Park,
Miles Platting and Godley East Stations i
Greater Manchestee. At the public endquiry
hedd i Manchester last June we afgued for
the refention of Park Stathon, which even
BR's own figures showed covered its costs
with a hard core of regular users, despsle a
sparse five irains day service, We also
called for Miles Platting statbon to remain
kiv-sifu for a future rltﬂ*tﬂinq_r-:'h'r el
ation of the ans arcand {8 Kail Lisers
Consuliabive Commibtiee whach IFIEL'H-‘UI.'-I"\’ a
report on the hearing for thie Secretary of
Seabe, largely a wl with us recommend-
ing retention nﬁ'f:rkv carrying ol & .-ﬂl:-ll.‘l_'g-'
into retaining Miles Platting platforms and
making Godley a “permanent”  station.
Godley was opened  under the Spellar
“experimental” openings” amendment o
Section 56 of the 1962 Transport Act 1962
ane largely replaces Godley East. Unkor-
funately Dr Mawhinney chose to ignore all
these sensible recommendations and gave
umsemakibional comnsent to the dlosure of all
three stations. The chosure of Park, Miles
Platting and Gosdley East marks the end of




an era. Under the Bailway Act 1993, fuiere
chsure hearings will be decided by the
Rallway Regulator and nat the Secrotary of
State. Given thal closure consent has net
been refused since the Settle-Carlisle line
was reprieved in 1988, this change COULD
b for the better. Future Branch Mevting
Saturday 22 July 1995 Blackbum Ceniral
Library. Sstusday 23 Seplember 1995 Royal
Station Hotel, Carndogih '

East Anglia
By Trever Garrod

lﬂ"ll'lg back the trains The CAMmpadgn o
reopen the Diereham bine fo passengers has
taken important sbeps forward this vear,
FLYS was among a number of bodies and
bamired of individuals who wiole o
Breckland District Council about the matter
in January. The councl agreed in principle
to buy the track ("mothballed” since s
F.|'|l'r'-l.I|=lr o treightt in 1959) and bease it to the
welid Morfolk ailway Sockety. The council’s
'i:l'i.d. for the line was ..:[-:l_-ph'-d l:l:.' th AR
Property Board and at the time of writing
finkshing touches are being Pt #o the deal.

RIS General Secretary Trevor Garrod was
uest speaker at the AGM of the Mid Nor-
olk Kallway Socicty, beld in Wymondham

on 25 March, Over 100 members were
present apd were givien a progress peport

an the moves to reconstitube the society as

& preservation trust, which will belp i 1o

raise funds. I is planmed to have a cafe

open in Dercham station this summer and

b start a limited passenger service from a

temporary  halt southwards o Yaxham

Members of the sodely have already

cleared undergrowth from the track down

b the punctson at Wiymondham, and ser-
vices will e progressively  eatended
sonthward to there
Longer berm plans include a simall confor-

e ofine Al Dereham stafion and &

misrum specialisang in diesel muliple

units from the 195084 museum of goods
andling is also propesed, The society aims

o combing & regular passenger service for

Tocal prople with & servioe that will bring

bourists and enthusalsis mwto the area. The

MMES Membership Seemefary 5 Stuart

Move, 21 The Brambles, Ware, Herts, 5512

XL and it cosis £12 1o join (E% for students

and retired; 27 for famdlies: €150 for life
membership.)

London and Home Counties
By Simoen Martin

Take olil A wew leaflet on the OO PO S
to Heathrow has been published and offi-
cers of the branch have et publi
trapsport planners at BAA. We ane cer-
tainly inflisencing the debale on Improving
pul:*E'ir |:I'JrL\|.'I|'-r| k= ja |||q,'-.:|||-|;||_'\.|-r_

Mow let's invest In rail We continue 1o
lobibwy for rail improvements in the “south
wesl quadrant” fodlowing the defeat of the
Covernment's more  grandiose plans 1o
expand the M25

Shadow boxing The branch has organised
meefings in Sulton, Guildiord amd Bal-
bersea, albvwing people in the areas 1o gol
imvidved  with  the shadow  framchese
I.il'h.'ldﬁll_'nl'\-_

Welcome Peter Collingbormn s now oo
ofdinator for the East Kent region His

ackdress is 82 Burmbam Walk, Rainham,
Gillingham, Kent MES 8RX

Cme train wonder I8 is 10 years since the
Lea  Bridge closure and we will be
camapaigning to highlight the ludicrous
prsiten of a route in central London with
oni traim a day,

Help for Cinderellas We also want to wee
the abysmal service provided at London
Firlds and Cambridge Heath improved so
the two East London "Cinderella™ skations
are usehul all day, not just for a couple of
hinars at the peak.

Sunrise in West We will be supporting
lacal councils’ plans for a feasibility shudy
for new stations on the West London line
which now has a service between Willes-
den and  Clapham  Junclions,  Train
operators’ empire bullding is reported bo be
preventing through services across London
via thas ponide being considesed

Strategy on target Mew services are -
posed in Surrey's Rail Strategy document
through Chertsey from  Camberley. The
coainict] winits to see the reopening of the
Crankeigh line

Flea for hElP Railomdon (s fio longer being
distribubed with Brdrafch and is now being
st oul from an office in North Kensing-
hom, a few munabis walk frem Ladbroke
Grove or Westhourne Park Tube stations. 1§
yviri can help, please conact the edibor.

Yorkshire

By James Towler

Bully for the Regulator!

The decision of John Swift b maintain the
sfatus quo regarding bckel sabes for two
yiears ranks as victory for radl isers and
CIHMUNOTE SCTsE

Had the “core™ stalions option been |r|1_p]|l.
menbed il would Rave mrmul thie number
o ook olfices nationally by 7H%. [n
Yorkshire ol would also have added more
names (o Ehee list of unstaffed stations

Wie could hﬂ!dl:r beliove aiaf ears therelore
when, during the consultation prosess, the
chairman of the BUCC for NE England sadd
(in the presence of one of the Hegulabor's
stdekicks) that this “wossl scefamoe” posi=
Hon wiouald b '.1..'..'-:-[4.13'11'-' if trave] agency
and telephone bookings were Ln':prul...-.;l-
We told the RUCC that what was acce

a8 boy thean was Uil i |_IF||;..||_'|||_l fo

vast majority of ral users whose invlerests
1i1|.':||' have & I-‘|||1|.,|r|1'r:r nght to represenk: a

potnt we also stressed in representations o
the Regulator
Fortunately, he took more heed of what we
had fo say than he did of his “eves and
cars” i the region, the local RUCE. Proof,
indewd, of the importance of the role inuly
independent wser groups play, :
f.'-tHilr-l_F There at Last? While an InterCity
Exst Cowst flunkey questioned the e
keeping siabistics fisted in our Yorkshiee
Fail Review 1994 as beting “based on a very
small sampde”; EC Managing Director Brian
Burdsall was more candid when e
referred o “a falrly dismal periormance”
lask year. At the sk of tempting prowvi-
denoi, timekeeping has gob aff to a goosd
starl churing the first half of 1995, The first
quarter was the bt we've encounternsd
i 1992 There has been an improvemen
af ihe Bast Coust main line while Pawsen-
ﬁur Transpost Exceutive and local services
ave fared even better — albeit all based on
a senall sample!

Ebullient Railtrack "1 and my team have
the vision, commitment and enthusiasm o

rovide a better railway,” Railirack's Mogth
Eﬂ.‘-lﬂ'ﬁ director Asdan Nelson bold our
AGM luncheon at the Union Bank, Hud-
dersfield, in Mamch

In an upbeat address, Mr Melson said thal
althiugh Hailtrack was a sole supplicer il
med avoid taking on the characteristics of
a mr\-rl.-ufml}'. It had to mainkain  and
improve the safelty of the network and
wished to work with traln operabors to
ensure further developments

Coodbye 1o Mr Bawler! One of the best
things ever bo happen ab Leeds was the
arrival of Gerald Egan as station TV RV T
“The Man in the Bowler Hat™ spruced u
thee skation and establishied a rappaort wit
his passengers. Under his  high-profile
leadership the station enjoved a new leass
of life.

Following the transfer of Leeds from
Regional Hailw ays to Railirack, Gerald Ras
bowed outl and hung up the bowler, We
wish him and his wife Jean & very happy
redfrement, and are consclows that Leeds
slateon will never be guite the samse again

Wales
By Charis Magwer. Bod Fainley and Duve Sallery

Heart of Wales Flease support the Sunday
Rammilsler  trains from S wrewshury  and
Swansea (o Llandrindod Wells between 16
July amd 17 September. Comnecting bus
services are provided Bo the Elan f‘nll.-:,-
anel other arcas. It is important thise rains
are seceessiul o clear the way loF § vear-
round !-l.lnd.l_l.' SEVEOE. AL -=FI-|.'-;.'I.1| !-l'.jﬂl,‘l‘ i
being provided and will be available from
Shrrwsbury and Swansea stations.

Speed it up We are campaigning to have
the Tmph line speed on the Chester-

Products bearing the RDS logo

Pocket note pad. PVC holder with

introductory price of 95p. Order the pad plus o rolil for

blug
ﬂuaﬂ% background (please

High quality necktie with gald logo on

state preforence) for only £6.75. A must for
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Shrewsbury line Improved to ab least 75
miph

Marches line New ramps for disabled
poople are to be provided at Ludlow sta-
tion at a ©osi of 00, Mest winber will
wee the start of a year-round Sunclay mom-
ing firain. The Sunday afterncon looo-
haubed train will switch 1o Sprinter opera-
tion in the sistumn keaving only the Friday
evening irain looo hanked

Redwood talks rail but boilds mads The
E150 million dualling of the A5 road across
the sy hus lbeen given “high pricrity”
sfakus John Redwood, The branch is
meanwhibe awaiting & reply from Mr Ked-
wood following his stated wish “to soe the
train Eake more of Ehe strain in Wales™, We
responded by sending him a list of schemes
which we wish (o see sdopled.

High speed tralns The May Hmetalle saw
the Morth Wakes InterCity servioe provided
by InterCity 125 trains from Longsight
dip, Manchester. Previously the 1015
trains were part of the Great Western fect
and based in Plymouth Laira, a long way
fram kome when things go wiong.

Irish express A pew overnight service
between H-l.rl.:.-h(“-'ld o Manchester = a
wiekome . Introduction of the
Shena Sealink HS5 Catamaran im October
will g thi Fastest ever service from Dhablin
Bay ([un Laoghaireh to London in only &+
hours. [espite Stena’s involvermsent in the
Cross-Chanmel market it will be advertising
fast times #o Pagls = wvia the Channel

Tunnel
Conwy confidence The bramch  has
received  assurances  that Lmtlm; the

Muclear Flask traffic from Trawstynydd
will have no effect on the fubure of the
Conwy Valley Hne It is also b exber-
sive road works on the parallel road this
summer will encourage more mnkorists. io
travel by rail.

Piggyvback Mews bt profotype wagons
are shorily bo be built has given a boost to
hopes that Holvhead could become a bermi-
nal of the network. The branch intends to
launch a campaign to inform the public of
the technology. Costs of widening the
Inading gauge 1o sccommedabe standard
European lorry trailers is estimated at £11
million for the Crewe = Holyhiead section.

Slow coaches Bocause of the condifion of
the Wrexham-Shotton track, present masi-
mviam speeds are 40 mph for passenger and
25 mph for Ircight trakns.

Disabled ald Regional Railways Morth
west has modified coaches fo accomme-
dake wheelchairs on the loco-hauled trains
between Holyhead and Crewe.

Road hog quangos The Welsh Odfice is
creabing I.'Iﬁhl Lunge gl agences Iy ke
over the work previoesly done by lescal
authority highway departments. There will
I o demeecratic mgput

Progress bui . . . Rhyl station has been

LS —_

rebuilt in an impressive fashion. Within
wours of the station conoourse o
mowever, smarfl mew coeramic tiling hasd
been vandalised with graffiti.

Paocket package Regional Railways WW are
producing a pocket timetable in conjune-
thon with Clwyd County Council. Typical
fares and vd davs owl afe goven.
The timetable will be mailed fo fowns and
wIIﬂE; along the Wrexham-Bidston line
The Kail Users Associalion will distribite sl
on the Wirral. New platform timetables are
being produced which will be taklor made
for each station with a Bne route map
shawing the relevant station in a “you are
here” box. Bach display will show train
times [rom that particular station In an
attempt to make things easicr for the gen-
eral public to understand.  Regional
Railways NW recognise there has net boen
ary promotion on the Wrexham-Bidston
lirse toe at least three years. As wiedl as Ehe
above initiatives, fares are 1o be reduced by
Hﬂm:m‘lui:f 25% between Wrexham and
ston, Through fares bo Merseyrail will
als b cul
Slatiom hope Railtrack, Kegional Ratlways
and I;_'I_w}-rl._"emnt!.r Council have carried
out & survey of the stations in the county
arvd some refurbishment may result. It is
hoped to oblain seme funding from the
Welsh Development Agency. Track renc-
wil work continues with a half-mike stretch
near Buckley station being completely
replaced

Wessex

By Dravid
Slevensos

A model campaign

The branch model franchise docament has
gained RDS valuable publicity kdlowing a
press launch in Southamplon. Interviews
with branch officers were featured on
Meridian and BEC South TV news, along
with extensive mdio and press coverage.
Responses from local authorities have also
bevn encouraging - although we have yel
fo hawve a reply from the Franchise Directos
whao i altimately responsible for guaran
bewing service levels on many rural routes.

MNetwork Benefit?  Kegional Railways
okl Wales amnd West (5 o longer allow-
ing tickets purchased with Network Cards
on their Friday Brighton-Portsmionsthe
Bristol-Cardiif services. The move s
d.‘_-“_q_rmd by reduse |:||.'|.11.'I'I.I-'|".'|.‘|I.TI.'|'.: but has
srovoked  anger,  espedally  bebwen
'.'il.ﬂll]h]ll'l[l""ﬂ and Sali ury e thoese
trains have a virtual moncpoly on the
direct route via Homsey, Local managers
assure ws they do ot plan any restrichons
|:Ir|_l:,-1;||1|_| those which mow .1!.:-]!]:( b by
trains in the Friday afternoon peak. We are
secking assurances from other operatons
that they do not intend b impose restrc
tions undermining the vahse of this
popailar discount card

il be back Fail-borme traffic o the ail

terminal at Micheldever ceased Last year,
amd Fuel i now carried v by road tanker
The area is currently undergoing extensive
resignalling as part of lﬁ' E4  million
scheme b upgrade the route bebwoen
Basingsicke and Winchester, and & new
comnection bo tke makn line has been lasd, It
iz unlerstond that when the work 15 com-
plete the now layout will reduce the
moverment oosd of rail iralfc to the terma-
mal, and we | fhat the loss of this
freight How is only bemporary

South West
By Gerard Duddridge

Rafltrack ups the bill The new Dighy and
Sowlon station was complete with fool-
bridge, platiorms, shelter, signs  and
approach  footpaths  and  awalting  ifs
ElT..‘,I.'I‘I.ﬂl:‘d opening in May, Devon County

oumci] has been able 0 allocabe E120,008)
from the 19959 Excter package bid for

the completion work. This covers the rise -l

costs experienced after Railtrack took up

naibility for the work. The bExcber
package also covers 30000 for sEakicm
imprevements in the Exeler anea, |!.'-rl."‘:'-:ll:lljn-'
#l Exeter Central andd St James Fark plus
£3),000 for prepasatory design and costing
work for the new Cullompton skation. [
has also been possible o allocate £30,000
from the Plymouth package for further
preparatory work on the Tavisbock sdhafme.

Reopening agenda In Comwall it s
reposied that reopening Cam Brea stabion
is back on the agenda. There are some fears
that this would lead to dosure o loss of
services al Camborme and REedruth. We
don't belicve this to be the case and fully
support the feopening.

Insuramce man! We are concerned about
the Mewquay branch and worry about bus
substitution, Speaking on local rdse David
Mather from Regional Rallways South
Wabes and West train operating unit has
been reported as saying that the Newquay
branch = his “Hsurance” bor skock shor
tages in the region. The branch has had
sorne problems i the first part of 1995, buat
thie 58 bves line has been performing belter

Friends and allies Friends of the Earth
Comwall transport group held & Turning
the Comer meeting in Perranporth in
March. Colin Jarvis of the county coaificl
sakd ikx |T~'"'-"i"'” AWATTSS  CATTPALET
encouraged people to consider albematives
before they wse the car, Dr John Whitelegg
of Ecologica makd  improving roads tended
b etimguish the locl economy as cutside
suppliers found it casier te iranspornt goods
from ceniralised areas.




Scotland
By Doaglas Smart

Political talk

There has been a considerable amosint o
electioneering in Sootland in the past fimm
moniks, Despite our efforts, other issues
such as educabion were given greater

F‘ormnﬂwe than transpor in the vlincHimas
or Hhe niew JJ'-FUIFTM councils.

However one positive pointer for the fubure
which did emerge was that all four main
partics included i thelr manifestos claims
that they supported mtegrated Irmtg::urr
syshems. We now swail evidenoe that & ey
are prepared 1o put this into practice. The
Soottish Oifice, under the Conservabives,
has povier shown any inclination o pro-
mob  any suwch  policy. Some Labour
coumncils also seem pelisclant bo promote

F‘i,i.nlr.-p;ralrd Eranspaort metworks,
*Palitical action After one vear in office the

SNP-controlled Tayside Hegional Councl
has shill not explained lo us why it inbends
I febuild Dundee bus séabion rather than
move if fo a vacant site adjacent o the
railway statlon. We cannol even them
o put & :.i:nplr' Informatson board lor bus
serviors in the station.

Privatisation culs [espite massive profests
there is no indication that the Government
s prepared to avoid the disgrace of mas-
B CUls in services at the of May

Rall jobs We sisceeeded in making privatis-
ation an issue in the Perth and Kmross by-
election wiath letbers and some news Hems
in all the local papers, We wrote to all the
canclidates. There is no doubt that all the
opposstion pantses forced the Conservative
candidabe on to the defensive on the rail-
H'HF issues. Rallways afe 4 major emplayer
in Perth and any cuts in the Ili;hLu & will
affect jobs in Perth. We also warmed against
a privatised Rallirack centralising  jobs

i ay from Perih,
- Question of finance Aside from privatis-

abion, wie will endeavour fo get answers
froen all the parties as o where they will
find the momey fo meet esential subsidies
tor sbeepers, Motorail eic. and for such
|5"|I-115|':I a5 painting the Forth Bridge which
has given coverage in the Soottish
press almost equal bo the closures. We have
tried te shift the blame for the dilapidated
appeatance of the Forth Brdge from
Ratltrack to the Cavermiment.

Churageous suggestion One matter which
luas given us great concemn ks a letter from
Roger Salmon to Sooltish Secretary  Lan
Lang sating thal since road coaches
already operate overnight services there is
e Tt bor BR to operale seated coaches
o thedr overnight trains. Our probests that
this s the first stage lowards qi'untituhm'
have so far been ignored by Mr Lang and
Mr Salmon.

Ir's no foke A story which a red in the
Scottish |;:“"E"- on | April ||E|F:-'I. a “ghos|
train” to be operated on bits of |ines wsed
only by the Fort William -ulm.-p_'f as
devious means ol avoiding  closure

cedure was assumed by readers to be a
spoof until it was pointed out that it was
e, even ol fobn Ellis, the mcoming dlipec-
tor appeared te ks nothing about it

Lost leader

Chre Green had a
magic  touch. He
o created  Network
SouthExst, Ehe bsest
y+ thing bto ha o
BE since m'ﬁJ‘:lnn.lm
ation. Before that,
he had given a new
confidence ]
bedeaguened rail
staff in Scotland, He
wend on b fake
InterCit a  more
:-ul.tmd{ll OTEanise
albon  than  most
ivabe COMmpAn s,
t even he could
nol make privatis-
aton a8 sucoess. [
Labour had won the last election. be
I‘rl.l,g]'ll hive been made chairman of
British Rail. He would have given it
confidence and direciion
Perhaps that was why the Government
wias 50 frighbened of him. Hee could and
did make a stafe enberprise sucoessdul,
Toe Mr Magor and Mr Portille Britsh
Hail could do mo right
While we should not over-emphasise
the importance of one mdividual, the
resignation of 51-year-old Chris Green
has deprived the maibways of & man of
remarkable vision and drive.

Some might go further and see it as a
condemmnation of the privatssation
forced on bo BE, that a man of Chris
Green's calibee could not live with it
We in RDS have had many dealings
with Chris Green, Twice he ﬂddrm-:-ﬁ]
oair radl wsers conference thic oy
speaker fo have been invited back.
While he was ai Network SouthEast,
our Lomdon & Home Couptes Branch
had  wseful private discussions with
him, He was alse supportive of our
Scottish members H.inng o radl eross-
ingg af the Dormaoch Firth,

In 196%, a small pof us [I-.1'||.~;.|,~|:.| o
the platform of Histon station, to meet
the chairman of the Parsh Council, as
part of our sponsored cvcle mde from
Cambradge to Oxford.

As we wene preparing o Jeave, who
should make an unscripted appearance
on the platform by Mr Green, conduc-
ing a pnvabe reconnoiire of villages
along the Cambridge58 Ives route, in
whose reopening he was inlenesbod!

Leemeral secretary Trevor Garrod has
sefit ot best wishes to Mr Green in his
new Fode g5 Uhiel Execative of English
Heritage

Raibways have a pole bo play in fourism
which could be better exploited.  Vic-
torian and Edwardian stations and
siructunes are part of our heritage and,
while RDS does nob suggest all shouwld
be preserved at all cosis, there s o case

Chrig Groen

for investigabing  how thise can be
adapted to miodern conditions. 1t could
well be that we have dealings with
Chris Green in his new rode over  the
nixd five yoars

Thanks a lot, Reg

Reg Snow was appointed i the swm-
mer of 1986 as the Railwa Dfi'ulup-
mint  Sodiety's  frst  Administrative
CHficer. Since that time, the socety has
n from 1400 members fo over
3300, and Reg has been a key con-
iributor to that growth. After a carcer
i the civill sevvice  and considerable
experience in valuntary work (nclud-
running am open akr theatee} he
tackled the new job with imagination
and  attention to detail.
However, Reg, also ranged well beyond
his basic remit in the range  of lasks
and mesponaibilities which he ander-
took. Cher the past nine  years these
have included serving on the Reopen-
ing and New Railways commiltes, the
Board of Transport ﬁlﬂl and the com-
mitice of the London and Home
Counties branch, as well a3 producing
A Rail Sfralegy jor Surney .anj i fevenlt
YEATs, prommeoting our anmual draw.
Reg now feels that he must slow down
take things easier, and we have
accephod his resignation with regret.
Al the national AGM e was presenibid
with a chegue for garden furndtere and
i symbolic trowel. Hiz wife Mollie,
whise catering a number of us have
enjoyied has received a bowquet.

IF'I"; wiks edecied fo the national execu-
tive and his advice and experience will
b valuable

JOHN BIGNY is now chief adminéstra-
Hwe officer in an.;s":n place, and we are
looking for a iurither sdministrative
officer fo serve under him

WANTED A new administrative offi
off o slart &5 soon as posaible. An
haosmorariem of £HE0 per year will be
pavable, phes expenses, for inlerestin
andl varied work, The dutics u.-'jli
include:

1 To reccive ml‘l‘ﬂl‘lﬂl‘kjm‘u ansl
answer i or past it to the relevanl
officer. The administrative olficer's
address and telephone number  will
become the socicty's officlal one aned
b publicised as such

2 To conitred stationery stocks, the RDS
photocopicr, and  despatch  limited
circulation bulletins and Pl

3 To aftensd wight meetings a year for
which travel exsperses will be paid,
The duties and remuneration  may
change as rJu'mnﬂ}' RIS,

For a full pob discription, please confaci
the general secretary. Written appls-
cations should be sent to the Gencral
f‘_-ﬁ-'l'fl-'-lr}'h}"l _|'|II_:|'-
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Great Sleeper Con
Liberal Demacral Charles
Hgm'ﬂ:l]}' acitusedd Manissers of
heing misheading in repeated]y
stating that services fodlowing
privatation woshd b based on
the May 1994 nmctable.

Bait dusisg the dehate on
passenger services under
privatisation on 7 Fobary,
Minizter for Baslways and Roads
Polin Wans s thai the
{ranchisimg director has nof vel
publithed & pesenper servie
resquimcrenl {for the For Willzam
s Mlotoanl] servicesh

Bz he “will div 20 laier in the
year and that will be the
opportanily fiwr chivs Toraards
whaom he has s obligation o
consudl to say what they think
ahoul wihai is and whs s &l
imchuded tn the proposals
Anuthing that happens in advance
i chai will e decivions made by
BR ander the prescnd
arrampemonis "

Wi Kemmedy then quoted from a
legier from Mr Salmon o
Highland Fegional Council- "L
BE [lﬁlp;l;q]h. anly the I'\-I'l.'\g'hn-ﬂ]
champes in ke May timetable,
then these services will be
withdrawn before DFRAF sians
ies oonsulstion process. We
would nob, in ssch Sircurslances,
mchude these |t.l=tn:1-l_|-d' SEMVIDES
i the PSE consubision.”

Mir Watts neplied 1here wans
mothing 1o wop kdal authonises
or gven Meimheds (Foen puiting
[erwand theie views on the PSR,
Mr Bemnady, MP for Ross,
Cromany and Skye, sasd the
Central Ral Users Consuhmiive
L omiiiallee Wik IJI1|'I.:.I|'I1"l:|.

He sxid CRUCC chairman Magor
General Lenpon Magner hud
writhem 1o Mi Salmon saying: '|I:|
maksng & sSeNEHIE ANNOUERCT RNl
abail Rlesper wervices.. you
appear to have pre-cmpied the
consullalson proeeis”

Cheneral Naguey bad asled
whether Mr Salmon would
“comsult the relevamt RUCT
abo] viomr deviaioa™ amnd Tnol
|||_-.|r|||I.I:||||.' DETaIoTs ik
discontinue any of the relevani

sefvioes” | the meanbime.

M Kennedy sasd: There is a
world ol differencs hetvedn
consuliimg ower & proposed level
off servie in o proposed nmetable
anil consulting over a servion hal
does s even feature an the
timsetaksle "

Cash squeeze
%ir Brian Daonohioe (Lab
Cusmingbame Sowth) expressed
doubes whether the Bew snitary
sathotitics im Scotland would be
shile o fumd rmilway services 18
the fubare 1o the degree which
Sarathelyde had done in the past,
£40K) mialleon im the last 10 year
He also doubled whether vital
imfmastnsctare, sch & the Forth
Badge was peceiving adedquale
Encnance
Erian Wikeon, (Lab Cunnanghams:
North) sanl the 1ssoe simply was
that B sabskdy For ihe Fon
Wi llagamn abeeper snd Motorail was
being withdrawn im May.
ihenefore the servmces Mimished in
May. The sefvices will nol exisl,
therefore there willl be nio
consulistion on thom. 17kl ek
i= heing weed 1o get fid of these
rural services, i can e used 1o
gt end of every naml servioe i
Hrilaim

Rigged figures
Bl Whtlson quesied 1B SiRESIET S
ﬁq:uu;-u [or the sisbsidy meeded for
cach passenger on the sleeper as
heing L1580 excluding the
infrastruciure cost. bl swwh tha
inchaded the e becomes
E340, ¢ sioess charges 1o
Railirack sre 350 per poruon® &
chage of such ludicrons
propeations w il remader every
sepviee | Hricaen |1|I1.'l|‘.‘|l!'l-.|:|
uszconomic. Figans ngeed 1o
give ihe n_-qmrn] posuily gl B
et oy whiill any service they
il

Confused signals
On & Fohbiidasy, Tiaaspon
Secretary Bran Mawhinney sid:
“When the Franchisumg Dinocios
produces. his passenger services
n:quirn"l_'ul'\. [t SontRail, there
willl b consalimiEon oo whaleves

WESTMINSTER

proposal is or is not included with
respect w0 Fort William

Fomr days before. Transgon
Mlimister Visconinil Croschen 1o
e Homase off Lopds: "The
Franchising Dircctor has
annoinced that e docs gl immend
1o ineclhsde slecper and Motorail
wervices Petween For William
anid Fasicn in the Passenger
Servioe Requirensend fof
Iranchises.”

Eighieen days lmier, Viscount
Csoschen said: “In determsaning
the passenger sefvice
requaircmenis (e the Scotlail
franchise, the Pranchise Darecios
will be consuling with the
Swotiish regional soasndals and the
Eadl Users Copaalinlive
Comminee for Scoiland. He wall
ke imio acoouni all the relevans
represcrialions ahaiit the
comsequences of the withdrawal
ol the service.  The Govermument
s commiibed iaell b0
comsultation. The Tranchising
dircetor has maule a prelisinary
snnouscement. Mo final decisson
has been made; mone will b unil
uiter the comsultation has heen
completod.”

Scetieh Under-Seonetary Goorge
Kymnch, 10k the Commans on 24
Fehmery: "The Fram hase
Darecior s reguired, under
guidance isseed by the Socretary
al Stane for Transposy, under e
Railways At |, i o B
{ormnally the RUCCs and local
mathoritics oo the patlern and
qu;|||1:|' o Sefvies Lo e proy jikeid
(heiagh Framshesing
*Conselinlions on the ScolRail
Framchise will start afler the FAE
is publishedl prohably in May.”
As we noew Riunw, deipvie
reprented profesanion by officiols
v mirdarews ianl " commalfmtion”
wnrdd ke place. the dlreper
BT hive e e s iy
rrpreved, Bof by the Tormnapart
Krevevary, Fromohise [irecior o
R..-_;"ufn,'.-lr Pk By i B |||'.'|1|'|l__||||.|'|;|-

Daylight robbery
[:Iurm-F a dehate o 1he Baohin
ol i o e bauary, Jodin
Heppell {Lab Nottmgham East)
expressed conoom thal furiber
shapes of the progec! were
phialengd diss o privalsation
He quoled & leading comsultand,
Euralog. ax staling that maese than
L1 mallson — one thigd ol the iotal
capital Goals — o B @xbrm oosl
fesadis froen the peorganisaton
wesdl privatisation of BE,

He allso giniiie] Frodt 6 keiter (rom
Robert Haomisn, Boss of Bailerack
thizs: ™1 erust sivess that e
charges are a5 a resall of

Kailorack heing separaied from
Hritish Rail following from (ke
implomontation of the Fadlways
At 193

M Heppel quoted from amother
lerier which showed that hiseng &
wie-Ccar Spianicr ender the “ald®
reganme wanilid Bave cosd ihe
county cownci] £125 (40 per
AR

Mow th trasn oporalng
cofapasy Liys the "l
imdicaive keasing charpe reccived
from the rolling stock companics
for a wns-cal Sprineer s

250 0K

Railoack has also told the ool
thst sccess charpes will incfens
sohstantially due 1o the chanpe '.
chargisg principdes, |'I'I'ﬂﬁ|1
mmafging and increases passed on
by BH

HMow ey dhye Craneewmamend &0l
ampaainpeain phaar ﬂlﬂ'li'_ﬂ‘il'll.lhhlhl\ wall
IreFrdar ee cOances Of mew (el
and Fosles beimg opeeea

Sar Dionald Theenpsos (Con
Cabder Walley) said on b March
1Bt the Calder Valley lne is a
st impoatant cast-west line and
my consbiueniy hook forward 1o
lui'l vl ks Lann

Sincy aypriveion il [REMFES Sy
SR aROAE DFTYCR SR fye amust
firve @ rther stroape

Cuar AN

Sir Donald asksd that whalever
[EEY 1% HECCIRAry 15 gpemt o
ensufe hat they reoeive Eair and
e imformation aboead cveéry
asped o privalisasin

Cheats exposed

g ther debate om mail
privatisalion on 7 Februany
Labcsai Shadiow Transgson
Segretary Miachael Meachor (Lab
Clidhany Wy said menisters Buad
piven assurances cithet in the
Commimons of Lords on 1T
different acoxsions that “the
Framchises would be based on (he
curmend limctables and the
cxlsdimg level ol sefvices.”
He masmaimed that many of the
service regquiremenis producod by
the franchizing darecioe fedl far
bhelow 1Bgng s asdanils
He: guesed the Crovernmsent
smendmeni io Labour's dethate
ihai the |1-|'-_|-|1|,h;||'.. wosghl] “develop
now ae] addimmsl services based
o ciiFrent tmerahles which are
mcde mimed b0 e peods of the
sxpngers.”
E;ll lf| 1979 oy thee Londion o
Casdadl route, there were D6 trains
per day snd (e mean journcy
pime was [0 mimns
In 1595 Bere are |9 ireans
averagng .00 mans And he
i passenger servion
requiremend is 12 Ifains aversging
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125 mamnies. He wasted 1o ki
i thal wan aftuned 1o the nesds of
1he passcngers

Car ey Robert Kev, a foumer
Tory Bosds Minister, imervencd
b0 axy that it probably was,
Bocauss i 1979 thore was mo
morway b Candill and mo
airline operating o dably service
from Heathrow. Privatisacion will
take scomumnt ol presest day nesds
instead of “BR minning a raalway
1o mail itseld™

i Huh'.fllﬂ'hlj S BOrE frming
willl ran iy the roilways react oe
arirrmper neeas whsereas M
Ky aad fower ane regiineal. Who

jarin el
Mawhimney, replyving for the
eivermment said thal sinoe |5468,

BE had imvesied £5%48 billios in
ithe network onky b see 118 shaig
ol passenger travel slashed from
I'T% 8o 5% [ thal timse BE fad
coimplene Ipegdomm 1o abior
services ofen io e dissdvaniape
of passengen. Fe repeated tha
F5HEs waore not timetabdes. They
provided kvels al Trequency,
TR T ourney imes, firs) and
Fasl traine and levels of onowding.,
all for the Mirsd Bme.
Ales Ciwryneth Doy (Lab
Crewe and Mantwizh) peedicied
thal if any new iraine were
ﬂel‘ll‘.'l.l.'l.“:r pdered they wioild be
built ovemeas
Several Conservative MPs
“comitribubed” 1o the debale by
demigrating BRE and annoahiang
than privatised raikbeays would be
betier Bocaums all the otkser

ﬂ'« stisarsons had “worked™

wong e were Laraham

radifick (Colne Valley) who was
later sumpenaded (or acoepiing
cashy oo 25k queslioes, Rachand
Deioway (Croydon 5) ssd
Amthony Steen | South Haens )
Wi Stecn wan upset thal French
WHler Was sstved i ihe resfaurani
car oof the InterCiry wrain g
Dxevon
The foc! Mant B wiliole fealn
cuniilid wwll b Feench afier
Pt aevaoand Lie e
rluded i
Reten Ky (Com Salesbury |
porinngd cia (sl the mene Theai of
privatisation hed caused BR 1o
rest wilh new trains ansd & more
[exvhle himetabde cm ihe
::I-\Jll.'u“.ll'_l lirg
Ll It b o 2o il el e
clasy | $9s ardened somie vegss
ape by BR and now in seeier T
Winding wp the debale for the
Cosservaives, Foad and Rail
Mimisier Bohn Wans cand b was
M a dissdvantage im tha he was
“unahle 1 give an cxample of
PrvEE GREEEOR running

AND LLOYD BUTLER

WATCH

passenger el meracaios” wo he
iled the case of the Nalionsl
Express cosch company which
has expanded 10 8 setwark of 180
noies since being privatised

Me dictn’s meemiion thal & maiidie
infrastructure progromme of aen
mmforward han beem provided for
e P e paxpaver”

Prime time

Sr Majoe ssepped inka the debate
abscan il privasisatson durisg
Docstion Time om 28 March,

He claimed thal "a mamber of
counines (hal have povalised
their milways have sdopled
preciscly the same mode thal we
have adophed.”

Which owes” Wi and presamabdy
My Watty would Mibe fo dnow!

A week earlier 1IBete had heen am
acrimonicas exchange at
Crocwion Time when Labour
beaider Toay PBlaar ¢hallonped Mr
Mlajor on the costs of
pravadization. Mr Blasr sasd thai
using the Government’s own
figares the sum was L300 million,
andl thas BH had csoimaied that i@
would spend am extra £100
mallsm in the next iwo vears. He
further maintsinod that if you add
the metropolitan Fxilway grant.
recogmised by the Depanment of
'I!'rumrnm as poatig E200 million
this year and £3000 million nex
wiear, and also inchade just a
fenctios of 1he redundancy cosis,
we resch o figure of moee than £1
hilhion, & sum which would be
Eer spenl “nol on a
pvvsisanion that nobady wants
bt o delivering the mosdom
railway metwork that the natn
needs”

Nl Majior issished these wene
'iaﬂlu'\-:i' |.I|:|JEI."| He went o i
fguscite what e called “real”
figuses. Invesimeent will be
susdaind ol around £1 ballon per
mnnu of which £250 gnillion
will come from the privale sects
Thiy T i ] "Inllmrr__l'rr.nr
e frrrvede secior iy gien bawalied
armad, e feows wilsloh

CeMMDal At TR ST e My

v T RPS woald Lk o e
itheen ferters of thanka med

TR T

[haring besiness questions om the
same day, Piers Merchant (Con
Beckenbam) complaimed skl
the "noise and vibraisons® froem
Lhannel Tusine] expresses
affecting his consmuenls, and
wanted a debale o deterenine
lewels af compensation

dist for the prevariaombion aed
il af thr Crmearrvalive
Govwernment, the fiend ik winrdd
hurve beew butll by now amd Ar
Mrrohants cometituenrs woinkd
harve haid ovely hnalnedy off moin
wlappead-oid domeatic tnmas fe
el wirh

Oipaning a debate in the Mo of
Laercks om ¥ February, Lond Ewing
ol Karklond regretted the lack of
comsemvus when decnding
tranapor policies. He cived
Ciermany. France and the
Metkgrlands & inghading the
envinnmenial lobdy in the
dssrussbon and consliabon
process. when transpon

infFns U progprariames. afe
being decsded. In comparison we
socm always s be in conflicn
Loserd Haskel quoted aconoamits
whi sl 1hat spending on the
public rasl petwodk has vaice e
podential o increase productivily
& spendimg on roads.

Vingous Ciosshen clasmed: “The
privaiisstion of (rasspon

operalioas shd (ke privale linance
imatiaiive have enablied ws
spocd up progess on major
scheimes and o provide new
services moee quickly”

A Ill:hrl.j auch achvmey wossalsd fe

IARIFLCTT

A Labaur calll For increazed
mvestmen in a publicly owned
il syseeEn was iepocted om 17
My by the House of Ui -
By 24 viodes,

Mr Mescher said rail privatisation
wak Eniversally deteiod and was
cleaning the way for markel
rigging. wsing even higger publs:
sahidhies,

Bt imvestmend had dropped from
£1bilbona w1992 fo LA mallicn
He said the Goyvomment FlTr'EI'I'I.'\.I
1o e ARE g0 inbo |hguidation
rather than allow o follow.-on
order o Kent Coast Metworlers.
He sceused the Government off
hypocrisy in is plass s Hisi fare
riscs.

Privakisatiin had created the face
where o was cheaper 1o Eranspor
trains by lomy became ol
Raibrack charges

Hugh Hayley (Lab York)
protesicd about 1he ¢losare of
ABRRs :|'|:|£'||H":| ol Y ewl Becauise al
the lack of ordes

“The massd in Wik is ome ol
Bunieeness, amger and betrayal s
wbat the Crivvernmsent has chiie 1o
Yk with it mil privatizsson
encanangs.” he saii

What were the Hon Gents trying to say?

COMMENT

By Michasl Welnkberg
It 15 sadl B0 see ihe abysmally low
skandland of debhase aned degree of
Ignorence e pongd when ke
Huosree of Commons debates rail
mabiors and supposedly
serulinises Covermment palicy.
Adligsd 1o the quaisg and
idisymoratic procedures of the
Hhimise, o allows the goverming

party b push throssgh damaging
leguslatiion, O cone ccasion,
Faklways and Boads Mindster
Jodin Watis was stopypsed mid-fow
by the Depuiy Speaker with a
“raim’s up” order whem he was

explaimang kv the Channel

Tunnel fasi link is & "toeally
privale secior progect with an
imdial capital contribation from

the Government, panly in the

form....." W willl have 1o guess

what he was goeng 1o !

Transpor Secretany Dr

Mawhinmey tried 1o impress on

ancaher axcasion by claiming

Britais would be ghe onky comniry

with Channe| Tussel thicigh
services from nonth of the capial
UM course (he whale Eunosiar
enterprise wiisk] be dissmod bui
For the Fremch bigh-spood lbme
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"arberial spine” of the rallways system, 4
vital project for the next century, He aaid:
“The line is a symbal of what needs o be
done in this country We piced o invesE, b
make the coonomy a priority and bo ensure
thiad passcigier seTvices are as good as thary
can be,

The Lq"l. s shiild be hwvestmenl, jobs
and passenger services = not privatisation
Hie sadd it was craey b divide the e mio
e Ralltrack sonis
While the Governmend has shilly-shalled
abot the line for vears, the West Coast Rail
250 camypaign of local suthoritees and poli-
Hotans has stroggled fo l.-l_'rl_'\l the line in the
pubdic eye
The campaign has managed o achibeve
what the Government failed 1o do - get the
WML upgrade acorpled as a  priofity
ik in the Europran Union's  Trans-
“uropean Metwork.
Wi Walkts cansed comsiderable inconyeni-
enoe o mepresentalives of the CAMYpPaLEn,
M amed Peers who had tmavellsd hun-
dreds of miles 1o see him - by cancelling a
mecting on 14 February at onaly hours
mitice. The camgasgn Ihas |.'|r|'\l1|.":'=|'|.\l s thae
Prime Manister, Tranzport Seonetary Bran
Mawhinmey and fo Mr Watks hamselt

Mr Watls did finally et pepresentatives
am 22 March when il becumee chear that the
Government was NOT going o reosm-
mend a full-blooded upgrade to equal best
Europrean practice or even best Hritish
pravise

Tory 3P Winstem Chasmchill (Davyhulme),
a q.:.1r|'\§:.||r;|l. supporier, was scathang. He
was “thrilbeed™ at the prospect of bhe line
being nearly as pood as the lalian mblways
allber Fiwe years.

Tur:,.' W BMachalas Winderiom (Macclesbedd)
alsa warnied that the I:i".'l.'-:."."..lr Programamss
coild casily “slip” to eight vears.

Lord Whitelaw =asd there was a wide-
spread feeling Ehat no-one cared aboud the
lme's dechine

Labsar's Eric Marilew (Carlisle) quistioned
ki the costs of the proposed cone -
gramme of improvenments to the line ad
spaped from Eem fo CLO0K) millssn nony
that Railtrack had taken over the project

The 350 campaigners had a mecting &0

January with Furopean Transpon Comimis-
ssoner Meil Kinnock who impressed them
by being “pabpemry well bricted”

Ho puqnwd o the practioe o Seandimavian
comigErecs where Fl[-:l-'rﬁ_h wirre ofbeny funded
by the Government and then leased te the
privale sector weltem |.'|'\-rl.1[l|-."||.‘|.‘|

The campaign has conchided that  many
ISSLICS TR unr.\_r:-ql-'lw,ﬂ after Railirack's
atudy amd the Governoyen!'s stanoe

The programme agreed so far might
address some of Ehe backlogs of maimten-
ance and produce & mose  costeeffective
eadlway buat i will not improve it enowgh o
gt the meeds of Phe next cenbury,

Publsc findmnee shoulbd be sed 0 provide
benclits for the whole community - like
rodd i traffic and podlukion

The Gowernment cannol claim b does nisd
know what s needed. That has  bsen
spelled out for it in a Steer Davies Cleave
report  which said improving the line
would foster ecomomic development amsl
|mF|r|1|,|_"|[.||w;'| |||,'-|'\-|1'I"|Ill1t1:r|.‘7- in n emyifoen:
mentally ssistainable way.

Local authorities, the I:'llrlﬁ".m Lirbon and
the clectorate ane i step. The Government
i on iEs 0w

The Government has been shamed into
i’mm‘thlnﬂ a substantial contribution to the
Thannel Tunnel il link. The social and
econemie benefits of imvesting in the Wesi
Coast main line should also e rocognised
The Government aik] BEailivack are unader-
eatimating the latent dirmamad for radl traveld
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Rafltrack  reckons patronage  would
imcroase by 22% 0f thewe was a good
I5(mph service bl improving the Erasn
servior in Califmia has seen patronage go
ap by 5F% in one year, followed by Z2%
thee nexd

The Governmend and Railirack have also
missed the opportunaty o ged bermes ot
the roasdls and o (o Erains.

Kailtrack wamls to clear a way tor paggy-
hack only as far aa Daveniry, Moeihants,
which would negate most of 118 benefits as
& route b Sootlaned

W Walts clabmed any pi;q,g;g'hﬂl.l fecight
wheme would take &t loast eight #a 0
years o |l|-|‘-||-:||-.11|:

Th j.'lla'-h""'hl-‘-!‘- Consortiven meanwhibe has
swbmitted a schemie for a six-month feas-
iblity stuicly For a bwo=year programene bo
prcredca: Brsdge chearanoes on the line,

0 k= estimabed a piggyback service would
attract 400N semi-trafler irips a year v
the Channel Tunnel within 10 years

Eaailouar opTalors Bave been put out ol
busine=s and user groups have new obsta-
cles pub in the way of ranning special
tradms by the 1993 Ealway Privatization
Ml

Mow irain operaling comipanics have o
have their trains “validated for safety” if
thiey wank o run iyl ok bser operators
areas. Imagine a sbmilar requirement on
this roacda!

The resull, presumably what the Coyvem-
ment intended, i thal many specal trains
have been aed

David Latimer's Cheshine Bailouars s the
Lati=st Flem bo withdrany droem the market.

He saiid: "The Government wants bo gel as
muach of the rail system shisl down as
|,1||h\.'||"'||_' It is tryeng b wreck the ratlway
O user Eroup 15 havw'eieT goeng abead
with plans 1o min a s wvial” tag o e a
servioe rain, The Bediord-Bletchley group
i going o Brighton on 15 July for optional
trips o Eastbourne, the Kent & East Sussex
Railway and the Channel Tunned exhibio
comtre. [hvtails feom Richard Crane (124
351771, Fare is arcund £13 nefum




