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Return to sender

The chorus of crificism accompany the
privaimsticn  peoposals  has  peron the
Cosemnsend 15 maks same tmponant conoes-
S30NS 10l wners,

RDS can claim <redit for alening people and
politicians to the dangers, We delivered a peti-
-5 urging that the plan: were “retamed o

The Govemmend has made some conocsssons
Bast marny theeats remain and we will be working
Bard over the coming medmihs o 0y 10 remosv
e worsl aapects ol this all-conceived package
of proposals.

RDS womld prefer the whole scheme o be
ahandoncd and [u':lrrr hie investment o be
ensde in the national rail network.

The Railways Bill descended om Bricsen in
January like a 19508 London smog. The Gover-
eenenl 8 loAg-runnang  Fig-Fag  moute Mo
privatisation has confased even ils most andem
SAPPOFIETS,

Passengers were looking 1 the Bill Tor ¢lanifi-
catiom and detail after more than seven years of
leaks and ramosar. Mo chance!

lts eifecy however o hkely 1o he e dismantlng
of Britain's only credible national public trans-
pot petwork fof the boneln of the discredaied
road bobby.

Each nume the curronl privatisalson “pohicy™ has
heem tested, it has been found wanting, b each
Il"Ih"r!rlnl.'IJ'||n|.'rrl-ll.'l-ul-l-pl.'Fr!:ln'ti!.'li:l'l-'!l.'rrmrl.-nlI1-n~-'|2|:|:ll.‘l1:
Just wait for our me mechk

Privatisstion is mol wanted by passemgers or
e pubslic of Large.

Ak the Blm.h.‘ﬂds through Parliament we widll
join with r groups 1o iry oo get it emended,
# There should be a gusramee of MO funber
line closures. Reopenings and MEW lines musi
e an easential pan of Tulune poley.

® We Beed & natesnal raal authonty 1o plan fod
Mkt imvestmonl, within an everall transpon
policy, mether of whach exist ot present

W There should be incressed public funding 1o
improve and for sirmiegic invesimeni
mn majar capeal projects like Thameslink 200K
and wpgrading the West Coast Main Line

i Feel st have sccess o the network m
MARGINAL COST o encourage the mansfer
al freight from moad 0 il and thes o oduce
the mensce from jugpemsut losries which do
ool pay for their social amd environmenal
damage.

® Consumer sendation  for gers
needs o be improved and  be made i<
with mil user group invalvement [ shouhd
cover ALL trains, including any mum by privaie

== PRIVATISATION

RETURN TO SENDER

ROS deliversd 8 20,000-name petition to Parliament in February, wging MPs nai fo
approve the Government's rail privatisation plans. National executive member Ellsabeth
Jordan who co-ordinated compiiation of the petition and Midland Main Line campaignes
Jdohn Armsirong, piciured, delivered the petition 1o Labour's Peler Snape, & lormer
ralfway signalman. The RODS leam also mel Pubiic Transport Minfster Roger Freeman
wha agreed fo aitend an RDS meeting in order fo defend the Governmeni's plans.

operstons. Trang showld be run fof people, nog
franchisees.

& BE and passenger rans suihariises must
be allowed o :mgﬁcle fior ;.nm} franchases. They
musl mol be relegaed o the slalus of "lass
reson

& There must be & national Gmetable available
i passengers &nd coverimg all serwces, Goosd
connectons, ofl-prak throwgh ockeing. cross-
validity of all rickes, nations] milcards, facili-
ties for the disabled. hggage and hicycles
shosald all be pusramiced in a0y pew reginee

@ Bricish Baosimess snd indusary have been
largely criticsl of ise proposed privatisation
Few invesiors are micresied other than property
sharks and bus coemparsics ineenl O Creating
local monopolies.

The public demands improving and X |\
sl Er‘l.'u.:ﬁ Write 1 :,.'cpn:r Mn!f: and urﬁum
io defend manl users, T wie @l kavie & Sodserent

fan | metwork im five yesrs time, it willl B in wpite
of the Govermmetwl - and because raal users Bave
fought 1o FaimtEin it

The Covemment's stalcrmdns have tncgd 1o
defuse somse of the mnper by ooy rensssances
that there will be a mational mctable and thons
will be aiid for maviag freigh feom mad o real

As we know from experience, these sialensonis
cannod bo taken al their face valee. Miserly
Casch 12 clauses have long been used o avoid
speruling on rml

And just what sonm of timetsble is being

“promused T Minsstess have beem heand sayng
thas exisiing pocket imetables are sufficiens.

The Departneont af Transpor & slee sull puimng
ol highly dubsous clzims shout il investmaent
ut high levels when investmeni by BRE s S0 w3
drog 1o 18 lowest level smee 943




What you want from RDS

By JULIAN LAMGETON
Mearly one third of the RDS membership
relurmed the questionnaine send ool last
tember, puning us Eiepesting and  wseful
feecdback of RDE members” thoughts. Thank
you b the 742 members who took pan im the
SUrVEY.
Su-[I',jultmIEl}ruunuhn:!qr«mn-
Iysed, but wends are already emerging. Owme
ineresting, bul disturbing finding is that only
sk L0 per cent of the membership is female
Cver 90 per cent mot surprisingly think mil
and B3 oAl are
ol st b
also have an benest in rail preservation.
If the Bmiish eleccormie were made up entirely
:,“ms members, Parliamenl :ﬂ-::ldh&hwr}'
fferenl. Asswming propodti e
tioa, the Likeral Democrazs “-.Ilduplh: Bl
with 182 MPFs. Laboar come socond with 164,
and the Gireen Pany would hold %% seats. The
Tores would have B4 the Seoiush and Welsh
Mationalisie would hold 21 beiween them. A
similar number go o octher paries.

RDS rﬂﬂ'ﬁb:fl als bock the mabonal mews-
readkership memds with over halfl reading

o e Independend.
El'umeir:lmu af the rail netwark is members”

! I I REVOR
' :.ln.]!lm‘l:l-'s

As | walked inso the door ar o meeting where |
was  pepresonis RDE, e chairman
mmd"‘.ll':}hr P fT-Puff himeselT™

Tt w14 I}unqp and thankfully thar san af
thing rrely happens nowadsys. We have firmly
MlHilHd RIS & & consuine l!l";l'lllﬂlm
concemed with the meodem milway and the
people who use it

The media people who once Feported our sctivi-
ties with headlines like “Rail bails ger steamed
up”, now refer o us more sccarasely as the
hl-:hu pro-rail pressure groasp,

Meveriheless we do ke an micresi in those
sicam milways which have scrual or potemiial
links px British Faal lines and can therelone play
a rode as part of the mations] netsork.

For example, we have over many years put the
case for throwgh trains between BRE and the
Wiest Seamerse! Banlway,

We suppon the Greal Easterm Raillway Ca
(1969) in = effors o peopen the Dercham
hranch and even hobd shares in the company.
There s o poteniasl for o diesel commuer
service beiween [hercham and Morasch am well
as fourisl Bcam trains on the Branch

Commuter services should qualify for Govem-
mient ar local authonty grant

Ly year | ravelbed on the Bleehell Railway on
the g bank hodiday weckond and saw large
mnm:fmwhldpickaim:iru}-
through the Sussex lanes 0 brimg the many
Visors.

If sl when chis line is reinsiaied o East Gno-
slead, BR will bemeld Becauss customens from
the London direction will b= able o visii the
Blwebell wsing trains all the way. Other BR
moustes such ks Morwich - Sheringham and

Ereatest w E.-iﬁ ﬂummd
Lrnﬂmumpuml
The channel tunnel ki

speed rail lnk oemes
low down the list, wi

ST MEmbers arguing

Many people believe RDS should make greaber
use of the media 10 camy oul campaiges,
Most people think the halsnce and readabiliy
of Raalwabch 1o be about rnghs.
Some suggestions made in the questionnaire:
Cendral Governmeni cannot be persuaded by
the merits of rail wanspon so we must mise
“rail consciousness” among the general public:
indocinpanion courses I"-ur Ti MPs m the
benefis of mil (spoken by a Tory! i making BR
management a lof more effickent and less wop
R s k] T P s T
i alt
i i i ;mm wmh
ﬂ :l;ummlltlﬁ sbsould hﬂ;ﬂ_lﬂﬂ:
irect miaal as necessary - 15
mafe professional,
@ The £10 draw, entered by remaming the
questicanaire was wom by ] ¥ of Bar-
neiby, South Humbserade,

Steaming
4 1in right
' direction

Maddicsbrowgh - Whithy already bencfie from
haverig &8 sesm ounsl line comnecting with
them, In some cases (hough, more ¢ould be
dome 10 promoe this foct

O af the more recently established lnes is the
Haodmin aesd Wenford Railway i Comwall. i
alin @ corporate member of RIS and |
wiik plessed e leam of s "phencenenally
sucoessfin]” 1992 seamon, wilh passenger
revenue up T poer cent on the provsius year,
Here is another |ine with potential for all-year
Lrlf'ﬁ:uuﬁr]lnbmriﬂmlllhﬁtgnmdl.
ssceeashis] weekdly freight train for
I.l,;h.l:l.ng:l.l.:l for meardy three years H'ﬂ.ll 11

The end al this service was due w the problems
sffecting many other freight EBnks around the
cousry. [Fomanaely the company |has
announced that o will sctively parsue any
realisgic method of gening ns waffic back on the
rails in faiure.

Theere i a limit so the number of preserved lines
which could be operated in Creal Briesin, Some
lanes nanneng froen nowhere i nowhere, remote
from the masn network, are unfikely o play a
sCrious transport role.

Bt there is plenty of scope for co-operation
beiween BR and companies like the Kelghley
and Womh Valley, Flestiniog, Mid-Hamis, East
Lancs and Marth Yaorkshire Moor. RDS will do
its Bt 1o encourage ssch co-Operation.

& The Bodmin Sscam Raalway runs fom Bod-
min. Comwall, and recpens ar Easter. Phone
(08 72666 for details.

@ Trevor Garrod & general secretary of RDS
and writes & column every four wecks for the
magazine Rail.

Cycle appeal

RDE members will wke pan im another spon-
sored cycle ride this year so highlight the need
for & raiflway samon 1o be there, They
will ride po Wilion which was onoe the county
wrar of Wilishare snd unial the 1950s boasied
two rail lines and two statsons.
The cyclists will rmise cash - through
- for the Rail Defence Pand whic henn

fi :ul:ll.lﬂ:lnsuru Eaxch person will denate

per cent of the money reised 1o the fund and
S per cent io a canspaign of thewr chalee.

If vou weuld like w sponsor one of them,
please complete the form bedow and relem ©
the nder coneemed. If you would like o larger
form 10 emcourage others o sponsor, please bk

the boa. If yow wand o wke pan l:_'n‘l:llﬂlﬂ‘l'l!
140 mibes, pleass contact T m‘v:rrh&nnd
Clapham Feosd, Lewesioft, Suffolk NRA2 mq.

To:

1 aen willing 10 spomsor you at _____ p per mike
ar with the fixed sum of £___

Please send me a Barge form O

The e Tievor Ganod, sddreas showve, camior
rescarch. Bay King, 4 Chraicheech Squars, Lindon
B THL, Masonal Asthma Casgesign. Clars Talahi, 31
Wimboisham Hosd, Downham Markei, Morfolk PE1S
OFE. St bves femwbillity sivdy. David Geoosss, 37
Recseey Road, Faemborowgh, Mann 0L TET.

and wnery diseass reavanch. Boben Mastines.
Fla 1, 131 Yok Rewd, Woking GUT TXE. & lor
Eaill Defence Pend. Richard P, 4 Bowlssdwon Way,
Blanion Bleights, Bodfind MIKAD TLT, Eas-Wesl sl
links. campaign. Len Healkinses, Link Memlos, &0
Ajraworth Averss, (hvinglcan, Braghion BNI THO,
Eoval Alezamdra Childres’s Hospoul Appeal. Poer
Adkeinon, 7 Ovange Orove, Whichham, Tyse and
Wear MNEIS 4TA, scacanch ssibo oo deaths.

Package deals

You can save moncy with these allin
hook package prices

Seirle - Carlisle Cowntry PLUS Eronlasd
by Rl £8.50

I ond Arownd Lomdon by Rail PLUS h

Thames and Downs by Rail £625

A Z of Rovl Reopenimgs PLUS Who
Showuld Rum our Roihways P £6.50

A F of Rodl Reopeaingy PLUS Who
Showld Run our Raiways” PLIG Rail for
abye Fargre £8.28

Whe Should Bun owr Rarlwapa® PLUS
Rail for the Future PLUS  Buiditaiios
PLUS Fighriag for Rail £5,

Chrder the above by 15 May,

Chber interesting tmles:

Migh Speed Traias - Fast Trocks o the
Fiture {rnw) £5.99

The Line that Refused o Die {newt edition)
L7 a0

Frafific Congrarion; fr There a Way Our?
L9495

(e Emvironment: A Bigger Role for Rail
525

#ll prices here inclode post and paching.
iOther bools can slso be ordered through
RS, Send orders or an SAE for & sales

lisg 1x RS sales alficer, 139 Harowdens
Gardens, Teddington, Middy TWE O,

Mfake cheques payable 0 RDS.




Air we go

By JOHN DAVISON and NICK DIBBEN

Manchester Airport geis a big boost im May
when it pers & main service for the first me in
it haslory.
The airport is alresdy expanding, wﬂhiuu.;:y-
el per ierminal m'«'nu besn opensd
ﬁl in for a seoond
Nﬂ“fﬂwﬁ“m ARBCRETIONL SLage.
The rmil link has beem built for £26 million,
S0-50 by Reghonal Railways aeed
MHWTM Authonty.
The mew service will consist of four ams =
hosar in each direction. Two electiric mubiple
units will “shusile”™ from Mancheser Poccadilly
while there will be & Sprinter every hour from
Blackpo via Frr:mndm:hﬂm h-:lmr from
Scarborough. Mew truing with larger luggape
arcas will work the leng-distance trains when
seeihing troubles are imoned oo,
The &i which i & limised company jonily
owned by 11 local sethontes, s confident tha
the pew raal link will soon camry seven per cent
ol aar travellemn.
in the kong term, the airpon & hoping another
£i milbon will be mised, with help from Che-
shire Counry Couoncil, 1o exiend the line south
#0 thal the branch can be named nso a loog.
That would clear the way for through trains and
a service 1 Orewe - which wosld provade
conmeciions to 8 maltinede of other destinations.
In the south howewver, one of Siansted airpon’s
mil links is o be mothballed by Regional
Raalways. Stansted is Europe’s fastest growing
Schosied Amercan s s o he
led Amserwcan Arrlines flights from the
Eszex airport to Checago only began in June bus
Buve proved very lar. The new electrificd
rail link firom Liverponl Street with its
specially livened 323 clectne muluple umits
operaied By Merwork SouthEast i one of the

=

asweis. Stansted Airpor sial
Wis p-n:; funded by the BAMA ::E:h began
life o the stsle-owneed British Awporis Authos-

ity} mnd the Swnaed Express truins, which have
sitained sdmarable levels of mehabigy, have
miracied around 35 per cent of airport esers.
But scrvices from the nonh - provided b
F:r‘Tll Fasilways = are being axed. [n !rl.l}?:
the 15 wickday depamures 10 places ke Cam-
bridge, Peterborough, Blrmlnr:h.lm Matting-
ham, Shefficld, Manchesner and Liverponl, will
b chopped.

BaA, which kad beon unhappy with Regional s
reliabdliny record, sasd: It would appear thai
Regiomal Railways has taken the decision tha,
becsnse it camnol improve its services 1o the
airport, & is %0 wilhdraw them.” BAA was
having talks with Regional before Christmas io
try 1 malvage somethang from the sodey mess
The only beneficianes are hkely o be those
wwns | Suffodk 1o which the edl Crains
mxy Be re-routed, and some express ooach
cperaiors with whom BAA kas slso been hav-
img talks. Pechaps MSE will step imo the breach
with & Smnsied w0 King's Lyna electric sermce?
We can but hope.

Plans for & fasz mil link w Hn:uh.m'l. from

Padding “near  collapse rrE:-ﬂ-l!lﬂﬁ'
h-an-!:g:d;uu between EJ...H, and
irack charges.

But the ever-present Treasury uiremment for
an eighl per cont relam on al - the stu
nﬂmfnrﬂmhi: mule w has bedevil

alnsost every worthwhibe rail peoject for e -
is more likely 10 be o blame,

Meanwhile the Treasary has approved doling
out £81 million of mxpayer's money for the
Hayes bypass which the Depanmsent of Trans-
port say will “Emprove sccess o Heathrow™,

Dismay on the buses

By FOHN DAVISON

The politicians told us 1 cxpect bower fares
when the by indastry was deregulated five
#=ears apo but lower fares have not masenalised,
“ U average - outuide London - they have nson
By 12 per cent more than inflation. Even com-
panies such as Luton and District,which are
now wholly owned by thelr worldionee, are ol
noted for bow fares. A retum day tni
Sidoup o Luteh would cos half &
by Invicta'Luton coaches as by BE.
Wages of bus amd cosch dnivers mesnwhale
have plusmmesed, In 1936 thear wages @
EA cent above male mamual reles baot by
Apnl 1990 ﬂt:d];_nft 122 per cent below,
svordi icial new
thm:mww
Ian the past agreements gave consisiency o
workerss - scross companses and (oo t
depots = but this is no longer the norm. In Wales
where arc kower than in any
other UK region, rphally Busways slashed
hourly rates by a fifth 1o £3.40 m 1991,

In many sress newly recnsited davers oficn

agasn

receive sigmificanily . In some  places. bus
opefalon pay  lower w afi the siikidised
socially-necessary maies on those consid-

ered  profitable. Creater Manchester Buses
drivens al wndered mmhlwhmyﬂm;
28 per cent less  pay  than

commercial Fouses, 1nrﬂuh#muhﬂu

dizcrimenation by depot. In 1991 Midland Red

depressed mﬂim at Tunsaall relatve
Crewe, Moingham Cry Transport pasd 12 per
oend Jess 80 Gotham big bus dovers than o
their equivabents in the cily centre.
The Govemment claims bus deregulsion has
been a sucoess. biost people disagree.
“Rince 1985 there have boen some new entranis
i the mdusiey shhosgh mest have Failed
because of & lack of commimment needed io
operste 8 ben service o the  smndapds
required,” sasd the Association of Local Bus
(‘mn-m}' Managers.

oiften using obd and
wehiches, have I:uﬂr du-pm

m!’ul commencial  services,  creating
difficulties in congested sireetx.  Passengers
have beenm confiesed s  companies frequemly
revise timetables 1o gaim shon lerm competitive
advasntage.”
The (eovermment misst pepair the demage done
g0 our country-wide bus merwork and show that
deregulstbon can deliver the promed bemelia
Uil then passenpers and axpayen will look at
faill privatisation with siuspicpon.
& Frivaie ice; Hemish Midland Airws
Mummmm Hl.‘-l-lhl'ﬂ'l'ﬁ
service. Hritish er.l- has sdmitied = |:I.|
trchs B ApEins  coenpetilor "-'-T
Atlantic i paying compensation. Dans=Air
has folded amd g5 asiets boughn by BA.

Volunteers
to rescue

By STAN ABBOTT

Volunteers are fighning 0 save yer asother
branch lime abhandcned by Hrinsh Badl and the
Ciovemment,

They are g b0 secure the utere of the 21-
mile lime Morthallenon o Hedmie (a
village on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales)
Everqually they want 1o resiode passenger trains
to Hawes and Garsdale (on the Seitle-Carlmsle)

The Wemsleydale  Railway  Association
lausched o major fund-mising venisre in
sidvance of & Brinsh Fail deadline,

The sssociation had umil tse end of March o
demsonsdrale that @ has a scalww chanos of
ruisang sufficeemt fends w bay the line, chosed
by Raalfreight Mctals @ the ond af lase year. BR
said it wanted more then Elm for the track and
larsd.

The mssociation believes the true valoe, akmg
el sCrmanl tigin liakaligies, is pa msore than
half that figare. BRE required only a £2.(KN}
deposin o o pesiure of intem by dve March N1
deadline, but the assocaison belseves  soums
demsnnstration of available pesowces wall ke
essendial if the line 15 not 1o be sold For salvage.

Because the very shor timescale his effectively
ruled owt & Formal shane ssug. the assoCmaton
is, in the firsa instance, raissng fumds through
sale of wrack comificales, the o which
will be lodped i a0 trus) and msed For the
sole purpase of buying ard operating the lne.
The Wensleydale Bailway s & 40-mile scenis
lnk from the 5 & C b0 the East Coast Main
Lme, The willages and small market towns in
between last saw regular passemger trains 40
VEArs Bg0,
Mow the associatson has st up tse Wien
Railway Company Limited with the am of
r'unmrF lsurst-onentaicd services alang at least
it, if the purchase bid sucoesds.

This ma Jm!ﬂmﬂrmmthﬁr
A commanity railway o sorve the
pmﬂa: af Weuk}'dﬂaa and the Vale of Yook
But it has become an essential prereguisile of
achieveng that long-term amm: only by assunng
the comtirued use of the 1'l'|'l1l|ﬂ'.|l1l, line can the
maociaiion hope o profect the rack and
1A,
If you would like a brochuse, including dexsils
of the Track Certificaie scheme, please send a
cheque fof £2, payvable 1o Wensleydale Railway
Axzociation, wo Wensleydale Railway Progect,
1% Springwell Lane, Manhalleron, DLT 204,

@ Suen Abbor is chairman of the Wﬂ'hlr_r'd-:l-l-l.'-
Ralway Association and the Wenslevdale
Raalway Company. He runs a small design and
puhlishang compasy, mear Hawes.

Homds 1o Huin: A new leallel has boen pee

ared by RDS io highlighs the hlllau-u{pa-urui
of cur moncy being speod o new mads ad
meotorways. A beaflet is also available warning
of the dan of privatisation. You can belp
ROS by distrnbuting ths lesflet ab stations,
preseryved railways, pubs, cafes, pnk:n iR,
ele, Please always mm before doing
sn, The following are also available:
What sor of raalway de we socd? Den’t break
up BR, Railways and the Environmeni, Swisch
on our Trams (clecirifation), Why 1

RDS. They are svailable firee from the Publicity
Ofhcer, Lat ., The Dnve., Belmsont, Surry
SM2 700, siale how many you want and
make a comtribuison owards pn::ie Also
ﬂﬂﬁ: are snli-privatisation posicands w0 send

o




PLATFORM

For your views on the present and future of rail

A change of culture

I don’y agree with the way privatisation is being
set out and | thank the Grovermment simply docs
med care & damn about the futene of the midways
in this couniry bt one has oo agree that if pn-
VARSI - assumming BurvIve - bings &
change of culiure, B can only be a good thing.

For many yesrs now m Somcrsel, & prominend
quarry company has ran is uhnl;;u.ﬂ'uy IFsns-
poit 16, BMIPRIng Some ol of
mmwm:ﬁhw nel mnd
cther construction prajects all over the coustry.

13 experserce was that, in the carly days, the BR
way of doing thangs simply could pol satisfy it
commercially and it set about forming as own
orgamisation.
It could mot make & seffacient pedum i it sob-
mitied io BR cultare. Sisce then, apart from the
nocessty of BR drnivers, it has run very sucoess-
full on its cwn, even buying s own loocomotives
andl wWagoes,
What then i quite so wroag with privatisatios?
Here is Foster-Yeoman runming beter privaiely
wndor the oquivalent of & Railirack ssthony
than under the omnipstenes of s BR sev-up
Try finding Railfreight in the selephone boak. I
you find it, |.i'rru|p- 34 hoars i the hope of
gestng an answer. If you do pet an answer, be
prepared 1o hear Railfreaght say that it wosld be
better if yom sent your goods by nosd!

(G Lavkerou, Misafon Number Two, Rhos-y-

Crwalion, Balg, Gwymedd LL2 IEY

One small step can be enough

Shorly belore | jomed RDS. the enseng Pen-
istone liee wai us eight-year fight @ remain
tomnected 1o the matiomal merwoek. Let anyoneg
feeling deéspondens oie heant thm n has
spawned pew sinlsons.

Edmund Burke said; “Nobody made » greater
mistike than be who did sothang because he
bimszif could saly do a laule,”

As individesls we have opportenities w advance
our cause while remembenng that we have o be
polie but pot apalogetic.

H'?:Ddrﬁﬁllp'm of & mil passenger o someone
who leaves some countryside for others
onj

joy
i Ampell, 1 Fraachise Sireer, Kidderminsier
Don*t upset the Tories

Whale I am an ardent mil supporter and am very
anxous o promote the intercsts of mailways and
mil users, o i with dismay that | observe the
askernpta o politicise the mil debate

We risk abienating the largess single body wof
political apimon in this couniry, the Canserva-
uve Pamy,

I don't suppont e Conservative Bine on wrans-
port policy. [ wiould hke 1w see & radical Lhnﬂ
of amide in the party. In povermment,

Labowr Pary oversaw the closure of mere

Envelope re-use labels |
RDS envelope re-use labels are
available with the slogan: For
Cleaner Air, Go by Rail,
£1.80 per 100 post free from
RDS Sales, 139 Harrowdene
Gardens, Teddington, Middx
TWI11 0DN. Cheques payable to
Railway Development Society.

-

trackage than the preceding Tory sdminisiratson.
Privatsaison may nol be the ¢a far all
BE's Hls but it 5 mol necessanly the ogre thal
muny on the Lefi believe it o be. Les us fon
waste energy kicking against political policy.
We should be aking positive steps &0 try to altey
agtitudes within the Depasument of
Ministers and governmenis comé and go but
these people are the helders of power aver
iranggon e e Jlong temm.
Cynical aftitudes among civil servants ane the
bardles we have 1o overcome iF mil &
ever o get a fair deal

T L Dypeils, Liopds Bomk Chambers, 31 Chapel
Ash, Wolverhompaoe, Wiesr Middands W3 OUE

Testing for Europe

I refer so the picture of a kcomotive in oar
climuie-contradled wind mwnnel peblished in
Railwmch 34, We do west Ausirian - and most
other Eu milway - wehicles but the
kacamative in the pecture at Vienma Arsenal w
the Swiss high-speed locomotive 460001, The
Brinsh Rail class 265 was kere in September,
while Bricish Rail's class 323 will be here in
April mnd May 1993, We mm o swhjoct the
British trains 1o the most troublesome weaiher
they are likely w0 moct in Brizain.

(G Sokuscker, Notional Teating amd Research

Indtieare, Faradaygaree 3, Vieang

How to compete with M-way
I welcome the electrification of the King's Lyns
- Cambaidge mail line and the mare frequent Erain
servece 1 London,
If the Kiag's Lynm trains ran into Liverpool
Swreet (rather than King's Cross) with stops al
only Cambrdge and Bishop’s Sweford, it
would compete with the 11 motorway.
Brniizh Ral should slso reapen the lane from
Kinag's Lymn 1o Hunstanton which operaiod at a
p(u:l';q when {t wis closed im 15968, Wil ebecernifi=
cation, it could offer @ vwo Bours 15 minutes
service i Laverpood Sireet,

E H Longland, 20a Rows Rovd, ﬂm'lﬁur:rl'ﬁ.lﬁn'r.
LEEN

Stop those sleepers

| have recemtly poined RIS snd travel by mim
whengver | can,

| am concemned aboun the lack of sstion siops
for overmight sheepers 1o Invermess and For
William, In fact they do not siop at all w the
el haarnils..

In the past | have msod Rughy, Coventry and
Birmingham but there is now no sop for passen:
pers between Wailond and Crewe,

| thomght thes was am issue BDS might wish o
take up, parscularly as the BR response 1o rr?l-
leter seemid incredable. Even the “facts™ B
quated are wrong.

I M Hollis, 13 Suthers Rood, Kegrovik, Dert

“Shock, horror™ protest

It is sad 10 see RIS shippeng into the trap that
bencts so msch media reporting asd other pres-
wure groups - pressive bosx of  raonal
porspestive - which imevitably leads o over-
statement of its Gise and undermines 15 casc-
tial eredabidicy,

Faslure 1o curtail thes tempiing lendency o
purssiil of hanner headlines @i “shock, horror™
actscs, very beguiliig B0 kesping one s the
shor-lerm public eye, is immensely demaging
wa the excellent Jong-term cause we sincerely
ERpALRE

We need to B energetic - bal by way Hh:ﬁ
recepive, pood  Bumdured, rescurceful
porsuasive, rather than fsking discredit by
becoming s mvops: sl obsessive as the oad

bbby, With the congenmitl Pritish resistange
anything mew, this has predictably Been greeted
wily widespread  opprobrium, But o the
European Commumity favours scparation of
infrsnecture  owncnship and  operalich, we
ought 1 find cs why and comsider this on s
TSEFiNs.
The curent hiabos in forward equipmeni pro-
rurement and elecenllicaion could and shissld be
promptly circumvienied,
Keith Tyler, 2% Sycomare Rood, Bowenville,
Bremimpham EI0 2AA

Write on reguest

REDS members shosld wrnte o their MPs &
peotest about the proposals to franchise ras)
SETVICTE

The Government should mwiesd myvest i the
ralways raier chan roads.

In Yoekshire abone, the Depanment of Trasspor
B plannmyg s spend £351 milleon om new noad

schemies
Philip thdrayd, 21T Midloed Road, Roysion,
Barmsfey 571 405

Badge of action

[ think RIS needs an enamel brooch or bud
which cant be wom on the lapel, hat or shoulde.
bag. You could mvie members thoughts on this
And wha about o robber stamp which can be
used & stamp slagans o envelopes or publicioy
matenal, One opoon could he a pamson wilk a
blank =peech balloon in which you ¢oald wrile

Viug own skogan
R E Norion. § Chequers Park, Wye, Aahford,
Kemt TH25 584

Tired of car lag
Cemham Malty's Dosng the Business aiticle in
Railwatch 34 was mosd interestng, pavicularly
his reference s the fatigue effects of car driving.
When | avelled by car with ouhers 1o oongrac-
s’ mesings, the choice of who was w dnive
was often decided by wha had the jeast demand-
ing role ai ghe meening. Those wah “car g™
were sdjudped bess able 1o respond w0 demand-
ing situations,
Perek Juested, § County Mouve, Ovananece
Rowd, Woalsich Comman, Londen SEIR J5P

Keep going
We can hope for an improved seroor fross
Kiddermisster i the future now that conoao

have Been exchanged i resnistate the line fram
Birmingham Snow Hill sowards Stourbeidgs.

Could BE be persoaded 1o cxtend its proposed
Marylehors - Banbury - Snow Hill services on
w Kiddermiaster o give those of us who live
west of Birmingham an abiemative rouie B
Londan avedding changes i Birmingham and
OpCning wp connections 1o W west of Lon-
don i the Thames YWalley.

| woild appreciate advice and comments on how
1o persusde BR there 15 a demand.

Adar Cromihursr MSE 8A MRSH A fnsr TA. T
Clemativ Corkapes, Nopton Bank, Cleabury
Martimer, Shropahire DY 14 OHE
@ Edisor’s note- A& ooremony o siart work on
rebuilding the Snpow HEll o Smethwsck i
(formserly Giremt Wesiern) took place on 28
Jamuary,
The schemme i3 Being paid for by Cemtro, the
passenger transpon authority (E15 million), the
European Cammumity (£5 million) snd Regional
Railways {£3 millson),
i will allow traans 1o fun from Workester wnd
Sisrbridge b0 Snow Hill, Moar Sirect ssd then
of 10 Seratfond-on-Avon and Leamington



California dreaming

MALCOLY GOODALL wisited Coliformia Leg
Jyear, by ic fransport. Me ques-
Hoas the wide arsumpiion thar Americg
if tofally dependent om the privare cor.

The LISA hay spear an enimated £82 billion
creafimg ifs infersiate g . More money
haer been aperd o local roads, Mo wonder thad
the siade of Calfformio, and indeed the whaole
counlry, 7 bomkrupr, Motorfag has been posl-
Ively emcouraged mith pefrod of abow &ip a
pallon compared wirh a UK price of £2,

Bl refve dF 0 prowimg aeardmees thar his
o jon witl roads hay fed dhe country
up o Mind alley to paviroameans dizarer, Now
sty o [oon! anthorilies are pulfing maney
inta public rransparr, somerimes backed By
Jederal grants.

Fatronage of mass transit is nided
by Somthern California Transit Checks, a
beemefit that is tax-free for employecs and
tax-teductible Tor employers {in comtrasi to
Brituin, where comipany cars are subsidised ).

G AN FRANCISOOD

San Francizco i & wanspon (an's pamdise with
a large and vaned public iransport system. The
oty 15 sised on & parmow peninsuds, and conees
Iy doesn't spraw] a8 much as  other
1an cities. There are sower blocks in the
centre and densely packed suburban |ow-sise
houssng im the famaliar grdiron sireel pattern.
There is  comsidemable wraffic  congestion,
allevialed slighily by demolitson of the clevased
Embarcaders  Freeway, by emrth-
quakes in |1989; a suh s wsed For bus parking,
The Oaddand Bay Bridge funmels traffic into the
ety Froem the cast. and the Golden Gate Bndge
froim the noeth, resuliing i jams in the centre.
Lockily, there s a8 Lidge and vancd public
transport sysien,
Amirak buscs rum from the Sowthern Pacific
statics 10 Oakland Amerak swacion. The seste-
:[lmﬂ CalTraim commuter service oporaies
iesel-hauled double-deck trains w  vanous
pefunssls Wwwed of the M) mile foals o Sa8
Jose, wheore there are Amibrak connecisons and a
new light il systemmn.

The 5P terminal wsed | Frisco is pod very

smcengral, bet i would be casy 1o exsend the

wrvice along derelscy freight macks 1o the ferry
tenmial on st Embarcadero, adjacent @ the
busimess district arsd other rail operuiors,

BART (Bay Anca Fllpld Trams) 15 a modem
heavy mil meteo, which runs feom Daly Ciy
through cemiral San Francieco, under PMarket
‘iummmmumw The BART
system 15 beoad . highly astomaied and
ot puler : there were imitial wething
troubles but trains sre now reliable and popular,
dexpite fuirly expensive fares,

WUME (San Francisco Municipal Railway) has
a large fect af well-ased single dock buses and
ariiculated buses, on a dense route petwork. In
contrast o Los Angeles, the vehicles ase shabby
and covered with graffiei. AUNI also muns
frequent mingle deck wolleybsses on several
moudes, including comnections  from the 5P
semunal to dowstown,

There are plans to extend the syslem and io
reduce air pollution from diesel Cheap
bydro-ehectncity from gemerating plant mstalled
in the Sierma Mevads mountsins esrly this cen-
tary helps to ensure the continuing popalanity of
eloctric irmtion

MUK strecicars survive bocause of the advan-
e conferrad by two mancls buill years ago
wnder the city hills. Trams are all maodem

—_—

m:ammymnmamnmnmmmmmn

Francisco and

Now services are being exfended from Qakiand indo fhe
nudsen.

Okl
Livermore valley with tralins built by the Amarican firm Morrison K

Haocing-tailt cam, artscalaled (win umils runaing
cither singly, or i muluphe sireelCar

i passes through some of the best of 5F's
JM ictorian architecoare, snd affords some sweep-

panofaniic views of the city. Some portsons
-I::;I:I'I.I'I:Il'l].' mre on reservalions alongside the
road, bat much s dowmn the contre af strects.
The Besing cars are scruffy, gralfin-coversd
and cosily b0 maintain. As on BART, acrespace
company designers anderestimated the nigours
of wssion servies, Abandoned frefght ralway
tracks along the monhern waterfont o Fisher-
man's Wharfl may form the basss af another
rapid tramsin lime in futore,

LN cable cars arc @ big lourast atractsan, bt
Elss pmed 85 pormal everyday transpor by
locals, Ongnal trams reman on three roules,
hauled by elecrically  dniven  underground
wcables,

The cable cars are held in such affection that
the wandmng mechaniom and cable Eaction
ystem were sy renewed in the 19800 the
cars are the only moving Natsnal Hsons

Landrmask in the LISA!

Ruling a crowded car ix excating: n’s momal
practice for mix passengers 10 stand on the
ranning boards each side, banging on tghily io
handrails, and bnushsng sgains pessengers
doing likewise on cars coming other way!

Cable cars ase capensive 1o ride, at 5 flan fare of
£1.40; the normal MUMN] fla fare i= only BS
cents {abonl !'irj- ard encludes rea free rans-
fers 80 other MUNI vehiches. Bangasn .'l-d-l}' LETH
wisd weekly tickers are svaslable For unlimied
tranvel,

A sysiem map is very infomative b difficul
to read becamse of the shoer amount of detaal
given. Alermatively, a free "BART and Buses'
gaide has exoclbent sinaple maps of the bay anca
CIEiEs

Employers can provide up o L1770 worth of
commuter fare subsidy tax-free o employecs
in ke San Franciwco Bay Area.

Femes canmry tourists so Ssusaliio snd Larkspar,
passing the motonous wland @l of Akaar
ﬂﬂlntuys mone-way tckel

AR LANI

The leading pon of Oakland on the mainkand
lenads B0 he overshadowed by s mone famous
neighboar San Franckco, scross the bay but
does have the sdvantage of heng a ocntre [or
Amirak fong-disssnce mil passenger services
with doubtle-desi Supsrhner coaches and slee-
pers. The dauily California Zephyr rens 1o the
stage capieal, imur-rﬂrm- castwards over the
Sierma MNevada mountains o Salt Lake Ciy,
through tse Rockies o Desver and sonoss the
midwest plains 1o Chicago, Service sowih o Los
Angeles sl north via Sacrementa 1o Seanle s
provided by the Coast Starlight The sisic
sponsars thiee daily irmns on Yo fowles, oper-
med with single-deck coaches.

Unfortunaiely the long-chstance trains reguire
sdvance reservations and are remowned for had
timekeeping.

The Amerak mmage in Cakland is very poor
Passengers dumfhul: ol & femporary shack
slongiide the carthquake-damaged siose-bailt
16eh Sireet sumon & seedy. nendosm al
town. AC Transit bus &2 rums to central Chalk-
land’s BART |2eh Sweer stason

Local rail serveces in Cakland though were
ransformed by construction of the BART
umnel wnder e bay from Sen Frandesoo.

BART statipas have a network of feeder bus
services run by varicoms Iorx;, the feoe
HBART and Buses bookler gives detuils of these
Construcison of BART extonssons 0 [ast
Contra Costa County and the Livermore Yalley
in uider way. The Amencan fm Morisan-
Knudsen beat off intense Japanese competition
o win an onder for cighty new cam 80 Randle
the exira maffic, An excursion icker allows
throe hours unlimied travel o BART for
£1.50, providing you enter amd exin the sysiemy
al the same saton. Bicycle pormms s avasl-
ahde for travel outside comenuter {peak ) Bours




Worries on the
West Highland

By TOM ELLETT

1993 pot off 1o & bad start for Seotland’s West High-
lased line. Trainkoad Frenght spsousced in MNovembey
1992 shat all oil fresght services on the lne would end
by April 1993, and Esso deliveties to Oban and
Mallaeg had already swiiched 1o road by the san of
the: new year,

The axing of the waiTic, which BRE claims had been
running & & loss for some fme and could not have
pintinued without & pRCE ImCTease 1 CUAMETS,
will foroe about A exira tankers & week o use soane
of the worst and, & summer, most congesied mank
reads in Britsin.  Large parts of the ABM) from Fort
Willimm b Madlaig are still snghe-traci,

The move, which leaves the line from Crianlarch o
Oban withost sny Freight, was wedely comdemmned
Socally, AngyvIl & Bue District Council and us Locha-
ber counterpant have sot up & poind commiltee W0
monitor the fowre of the line. Mrs Ray Machie,
Liberal Democrar MP for Argyll & Buie, and Brian
Wilson, a Labour ransporn spokesman, both wsak the
maiter up with BRE and the Depastment of Transport.
However, Michael Forsyth, Conservasive MP for
Stirking and Government Minsster, declined o oom-
e, Forsyth's constiegency includes the slabions
at Criankirich snd Tyndrum, and the parrow and
winding AR4 moad, which will be used by wnkers
plying beiween the West Highlandi and Grangemouth
refistTy

A ghimmer of hope that the oil freight service might
be savied by the private sector came when Hansber-
Barclay of Kilmamock expressed an imeresi, but by
Jarvaary that mitisive scemed o have stalled s the
company et the effect of empiy order-books on it
manufecTuring activilbes,

There was bad mews on e front 4o, with &
massive Fares inevesse from 1 January. Althosgh fell-
price singhes and rebarns went up by only shout 3 per
cenit, the price af the popular Saver retsmm finom Oban
o Glasgow rose by an weredable 19,1 per dent from
£19.40 1o £23.10  People living morh of Gareloch-
head sfe now able bo bay a Railcard for £5 enfiding
them s 34 per cent off all omeys on the line for a

, et this will not bemeli msers at the Olaspowr end
o the thousands of wurisis every sumier,

Speakang 2 the Lianch of the 'West Highland Railcard
i Oban, Scotfail’s marketing manager Boh Orme
said the wlca was 1o reduce farcs for bocal people by
miaking IDUTEELS pay Meore.

He implied that peaple who wsed ihe lsne only once a
year would continue 8o dio s whatever the price, b
omitbed 10 mention thai many lourisss ese Rower
scliets, Alr Ormee went of 80 say he oould mol undes-
sand o deching in the number of Glasgow people
praking day trips on e e « the very gproup likely o
Iz hardest hit by this Isiess Fares incpesse.

The line is becoming increasingly uncompetitive with
road branspon. The end-io-emd [amey tme of some
Oban - Glasgow traiss, oo oo past under theee hoars
amid nvech pehlcity when Sprimters first ook over,
has increased by as mvoch as 15 manutes over che pasi
FEar of W,

The maming train docs mol now amive in Glasgow
il just before madday, s upe from CHan
having been pat back so 0840 (froem 0730 and lanerly
(804). supposedly o allow more civalised deparuee
timses froem Mallaig and Fomt William for the other
portbon thal oombines with the Oban tain at Crian-
larich, Yet ScolRail's proposals for separase Oban
and Mallaig services this susmmer presenily envisage
moving the Mallaig depamere forward again o (60N,
beaviag the Oban one at OR40,

Ineviesbly, there s much speculation locally about the
line™s futupe, Among the Fumouss in carcwlaleon are a
feduction from thiee 1o bwo tranns & day next winter,
oats i e locs] workfonee, snd sammer-only opem-
ticn of the Fort William - Eusson sleeper service.

A load

There was & massive exodes of freight from rasl
wver the sutomen and winter - which defied the
Govemmend s slated miention o switch eraffic
i th apposise direction.

Rather than explain whal was goang wrang,
wmalcur magician Jokm MacTre wenl o the
House of Commsans stlect commities
in Janmary and reiteruted it was sxill Cover-
nment policy o encourage mane freight on o
rail. He quoted dubbous figures which appeared
w0 justify investment in fodds as cosi-efTective.
But commites chaimman Robert Adley poimed
ot i him that hene are vast hidden costs ahich
are B0t mken inio scoownt when the Depanmeni
of Transpon dots |Es sems,

Im fact many commsieial cogamisacions, more in
tumt with their cusicmers than the Govemmeni
is with its ebectors, are keen o tramsfer thear
Freight b faid,

Blut theey find the prcang strociure built up over
the wveams by BR, the unrealisti commercial
remat forced on BR by the Trewsury amed the

Depanment of Teansport's enommbis subsidses
o road tramsport make such s move difficull

Ir iz kearfeaing therefore 0 §6d ane organis-
afion investimg in e futuee of rodl freight and
making @ seccess of if noo,

Thansesport on Kent's lsle of Grain was only
opened for basimess in 1990 b aleesdy vwo
wnins of contminers arc baving esch day, plus
bulk traing of coal destned for mndusinial cus-
comers thoughios sauth-cast England.

Coal impors ocome from  Asswalia, South
America and other pans of the world w
Themespon where ihey are blended with coal
shipped down the cossi from  norh-cas)
Englasd,

Abowt 1000 wenes of coal is now Besving
Thamesport by il esch week

The puspase-built termimal mcorporites the
Larest highly amemaled handling equipment b
unitil January, standard 8°%6" contasners had
kave on special small-wheehed mal wagons
because of the nght clearsnces on the Gravesend
= Hioa 1anik lime.

BR has been spent £1 millien io increase bridge
heights amd lower tracks so thal standand cons-
winers can be med on sasdard flan wagons.
Thiz will enable Thamesport 1o despaich i
trains 1o anywhere in Briesin sstead of ondy @
London, where the conmimers

Mow pather than the relatively sbon firse haul o
Svrmifiord, the traims will go first o Crewe.

Thamespon is the branchild of Geodirey
Parker, Robin Meleod and Derek Peicrs who
apent |6 yesrs wgeiber o Felinssowe, Sulfolk,
building o wp inso Briwin's Lugest contimer

Then the three faised £135 million o dor sear
owm thing a1 Thamesport. Conksmner capacity by
rxil wa ed freen 300000 in eardy 1992 @
(EL LT

The port is able w0 handle a iotal of 00000
comainers & year and B mallon weanes of bulk
poods, Four new il wacks, independent crane
rails amd adjacemn service roads were sdded in
15REL,

The £4.4 millicn project was parily fusded by &
40 per cent Freight Fecalities prani from the
Government, One effect of & raffic
poang direct i a big reduction of work and

on our

A ship loading containers al Thamespora,

consequent job culs a8 Sirsiford Freighiling
Terminal. [n facy in the short femm Serasfond wi
handle only domestic traflee. All intemation
freight wmall go s the new Willesdon Eurotermi
mal which is mearing completeon

Railfreighi Dhstrvbunon says that a mult-millio
poound invesinsent programme wall contisme §
Stratford so that e the long tenm @ wall be
Chamne] Tumnel ~fasligy™

The Government meanwhile waited wmil farg
chumis of freaght were bost b0 rail, befose
anncmneed “messures 10 ascist il freight™ a
part of is proqugasds campxign o male pe
valisation ok mode albrciive.

In the new regime, ot says fresght faciliy gran
will b enhumced and Irack charpes might b
reduced o justified by “wider envarohneng
and other benefits”.

This ODULL be a weneng poing bl the Depan
ment af Trenspon s the Treasury have
polofeous repudation for wsieg small pring o
avoid their fespodmsibilifees
The other chusge « 1o sllow the use o T
lories i railroad ¢ombined operaunons -
'rruhhlj' a devicus way of appessing e o
obby by cpening the door o even bigger p
Ermm.lll. spainsi the will of tse British peaple.
ven a J8-tonne lomry dors mone demag

Top team ol Thamesport: Marketing a8
Parker and managing direcior Robin M e




v the isle of Graln in Kend

wravellimg one-tenth of a mide than a car docs =
u Hifetinne of 200 (00 males.

But Tramsport Secrewary John MacGregor pra-
ised the mad haulage indastry in December For
it “efTicsem mnd winal concribution in oiling the
wheels ol the cconamy . I F&f1 §lE MO
frastruciuee - the meiwork - has beoon
provided for 1t af laxpayers’ cxpenses

A less mow, the views of mail freight cuslomen
and operatams are being put 1w Govermment by a
new caganasation called Freight on Rail, fermed
in Decemvber, [ address iz 132 Beckingham
Palace Road, London SWIW 954 {sc] 071 TH)
M. FoRl = demandisg lower comiz, o fair
charging regime, an end b BR™s monopaly and
finne cofsultation with prvVaSe secior operanors.

The E Commission  meanwhale has
clesred the way for menvher stabes b0 tak modar-
way bamy movements i ml.'whf rail fretght

Dot kald your beesth waiteng for the British
Government 1o act. It has 1o many feonds in
the road lokby.

I ™gope, 1T per cenat of freight already by
re. compared 1o only seven ped cent an Bnam,
Speedlimk was killed off Gn 1991 and there ane
predictions now  (hat mest container iralfic

could soom switch from rad o rosd thanks 1o
Covemment insasbenes that i makes a profic.

Birdwatching by train

If you want to see a buzzasd, you could try
taling & taim ride from Exeter 1o ciher
Bamstaple or Yeovl.

Withowi amy sicering io aiténd w and without
i youl safety, you <an _E:-: et
andivided asiention to the passing birds,

Hut b die somee really sericns birdwsatchng, you
have io get off the train - and that's where a new
ook will help,

Birdwaiching by Train wentfies 50 siles i
Brtain = are within eany walking distance
{not more than a mile) from raslway saisons.

I gives demiled msenactions on bow 1o gel o
theern and wiat kinds of bernds you are hkely o
poe o each saie, In some cascs, apbieid B &
nabare reserve is dinet froen the pladiom.

The book even points out shat lesser black.
backed gulls afe commeon on Cardiff Ceneral's
parcels plaiforms and that swallows nest in ihe
wartimjg rooen of one Lincolnshire rural station

Kingfishers can be sten near Apenborough
stamon,  Mottnghamahine, IrecCTocpers  near
Bookham station, Susrey. crossbills near Bran-
don sestion, Suffolk, red kite near Cymghoedy
station, Difed, kmow st Emswormh, Sussex,
peregring  near  Betwsey-Cood,  Gwymedd,
osprey mayhe near Aviemare, Highland, wood-
cock near [Delamere, Cheshare, merhin near
Deeni, Cumbria, med-bressied merganser near
Swarcross, Devon, skuas near Filey, Norh
Yorkshire, golden caghe near Forsinand statson,
Highlesd, sock pipits near Kingham, Fife, eider
duck near Tymemouth,

The book by Alison and Nigel Harnis also gives
u few hines om how 10 maximise your chandes
af seeing these hirds whether you are on & day
trip oof ot hlndlay,

Many people wha proficss 1 enpoy the country
are helping o desuny it by wsing their cam.
This book helps you o crjoy the counryside
anil loee your environmental repeatalson sEct

@ Birdwaiching by Train. & 128-page papor-

buck. inchedes several colour pictarcs, I is
available for £9 (inchudeng post and packingh

Fromy A & N Hams, 43a Palace ¢, Uryscal
Palsce, London SEIY ZLT. Make chegers
payable wx A & M Harris.

® Flannang Passenger Railways - A Handbook
edited by Migel Harms and Emest Godward 5
also avaslable from the same address for £36 30
including Euﬁ-l anl packing. Make chogues
payvable o B W Godward and N G Hams

Hi-Tech Trains

Plans for medorsay buillding in Vanoouver
provoked such an ocutcry thal cvemually the
people demanded and won a pew rEdway,

The cremtion and development of that lighs
rupid transit system which opemed in 1986 n
described im Hi-Tech Trains, & new book by
professional railman Anthur Tayler

The dosbiers in Vandouver Were won over
because the city kept the pablsc imfonmed of it
rail plans and convinsed them that the Skytran
made bess noise than road wraffic,

The boak's 128 pages ase packed with infonns-
tion on other mil developmem ranging from the
German ImerCiy Express o our own Dock-
lands Lighs Rmbway. D also cowers whe
lapanese Shinksnsen lnes, on-ore milwiys
Wiestern Avuscradin, monarail and maghey

The book alse alens us @ the oppositkon that
ranlways encoanter, The road lobhy fof insiance
wied to prevent the buildeng of the fira Ligne 3
Cirande Vitesze from Pans to Lyon

It reminds Transpon Minisiers MacOregor and
Freemnan that the rilways face fierce compet-
tion finom rosd and air

The book is well ilbustrated with calour phatos,
maps and diagrams and i5 silemstionally user-
fricmdlly. Giradients are shown in permenisgss
s ihe 1 n 20 forms, and kilometers arc
uszally segompanied by mile equivalents

& Hi-Tiech Trams by Arihwr Tayler costs £9595
anid ix published by The A Press, & Blun-
dell Sireci, London N7 9BH. ISBN 1-85076-
T -6, Beview by Trever Garrogd

Going green for a week

Gireen Trarsport Week s being held in Jene in
an aitempt 1o permasde people o seiich 6 nsof
envisoamentslly freendly ways of vavelling.
Trains, buses, bikes and feet have excellent
green credentials far the modemn world

o A0S will be staging activites at national and
fescal beved wo complement the work of the main
organisers af tse week - Transport 20000 and the
Environmental Tramsport AssaCialein

Typical local sctivities are lihrary exhabigions .
Thetford snd Felinstowe amd & campaign
reapen the [lkesson line &n the north Madlands.

An sction group has already beoen formed m
Nesaon, sponscred by RDS and Transpon
N The co-cadinatar of the campaagn is Mr L
Amierbury of 14 Grenby Street, lkeston, Derby-
shire (phone (607 300835)

mManonally RDS will be bolding a Conferenos
on Rail Reopenings at Maesseg, Glamargan, on
Sangrday 36 June. The confercnce wall stem ac
1.30 poni i the local spors centre after a baflet
Tunch and the chance o see a speeial exhihition,
This will be an excellert opponuaity o ride on
the recemtly reopened fine to Macsicg and w
leasm how the line was browgha back to Life.

Then we will be looking o see whal can be
lessrred from it to help rial expasibon elsewhere.

RDS als plans i poblish o small pamphler on

Cireen Transpori Lifesiyles which will feature
shori ariicles om how B0 people around the
comantry cope with travel.

Wi shall be showing how i is possible o lead &
fisll life without being dependens on the car

For details of both the reopenings confererse
s olfers oo comirboie 1o the bookler, please
contact peneral seceetary Trewor Gamod, 15
Clapham Read, Lowesiol, Suffolk NR3D 1RO,
Plesse enclose an SAE

Cirwen Exprews which sipgeans bodh RIES snd radl war
groupn o organoag 8 senes of eaccliend G B yéed
April §; From Rechdale oved i Senla - Carlale, schel
ifif & special pop for nmbless @ Lingeahby. Fare 008
I£12 chakdien

May & Poom Brmadcy 1o Carlle v fewcaatks sl ten
wonith oaed the Sptibe - Carlmbe L £RE (L1201

May M From Rechdale, Bradioed sed Loeds 1o Whatky
wig by Pk Walicy line. £15 {10}

June M= Feom Hoddenfiokd and Locds Whaly. (13
{EM)

June IT: Lewds w Sheifichl Manchesier. Hellinkd
Carinde £18 {L1T)

July 1E: Damaley snad Poasions bo Lladeden EIR N3

Thetwe are sumersus boarda g gomis fof ol i rens. Fail
s o FMach Harvey, Husbderlald Groos Pasty, 168
Byren Buwiklings, Siason Sieoel, Hekborlold, e
Workahore, Pleaie cachs @ SAE

T




LOCAL ACTION

Scotland
We were by the Chancelbor's ssmosnce
cmenl i Movember of outs im BR's grant,

dressed uwp as “incressed anvestmem”, We
srElactad papers in Scodand posnting out b
the Department of Transpor
road lebby while capitulaing 1o the Treasury cn
railways.
We called for & swisch of rescarces and traffic
from moad o mil while the public saw insead
freaght swiiched from radl io road. The Scostish
e appeans obliveous.

The future of Resyth dockyard whach has
already sucoessfully dversifeed ineo refurbish.
ing Lomdon 1 round irains, is causing
comoemm. An esonomically {gromm govemment
does mot seem o soe the advantage of previding
jobs m Fife and beter wains for London. 'We
expect the only thing the Govemment will give
Fife 1= 10 advance the case of a third Forth
(road) bridge - which will bring disasiroes
environmental consoquenoes,
Bl the Prence of Wales and Magnas Magrus-
zon spoloe of the need o imegrale rosd and il
tranapon when they ate » conference on
roaids i the coumrysade. Seotush Odfice Minis-
ter and road B Lord James las-
Hemikion was less smpressive, His wmlk of
replaciaig & concreie bndge in Gléncor wih
brick arches was has envaronmental offering.
The branch has called for passenger tramspon
authamtics for the whole of Scotand f the
Regions are 1o be broken s w0 any local pover-
mmeT reslrucianng
Leed Thurso has pablicly prassed RDS for our
conkinuing <ampalgn for & mil badge over
Dowmock El'nh.
Trangpan Seceewmry Jobhin MacGregor has 8
degree i economics from 51 Andrews, 1 a
pity the mhiversary could not have tught ham
soreethisg aboul mansport realnses

Dhauglay Smare

Severnside

Mewspapers belicve a new age of the wmin
coubd be coming following ihe publcation of
STARS - the Seragegic Avon Rail Saudy

The siudy, sponsored by Avon County Council,
meammends  improving iR stnaces and
FEOpPENIME sLathons,

The deciseon o relocsie ap to 6,000 binastry of
Diefence stalf to Bristol Business Park m Filoon
has clearly helped do concentrate minds om the
irmnsport infrastructan:

The paik will be served by a new South Filon
sarion. Services are b b improved 1o allow
commuting from Bah, Brisiol, Glovcesier and
W esion super-Mare

Some pew mine may avoid Brisasl Temple
Mbeads and comnecting buses may operate o the
cify exntre (e Lawrence Hill gaison
Conselmnes Transmark wall consider ways o
fumd the ambitices plans which will probably
fequere the provision of &% FWo-¢aF aniks,

The first phase will enclude South Filion, & new
Baih MNewbndge station snd the reopening of
Long Ashisdi and Wanierboame siakions.

The second phase will provade & mew staison al
Bathasmpton s recpenings al Corshasm, Flax
Bounon, Horfield, Saltford and Wickwar, There
in soeme doubt showt Charfield because of prob-
beres with land purchase.

The third phase will sce 3 new station ai Hallsa
Mansh - 10 serve the progecied Brissol Rovers
sadium - and reapenings st Henbury and Nonb
Fihon on the same line, o1 presera freight-only,

The STARS rporl s also backed by Brisiol

g

Development  Corpofation, the Mimisiry of

Defence, ImerCity and Regicnal Ruilways,

The county councl i@ paniculady concemed io

reduce moad tuiffic in the Filbon srea where,

apart from the MoaD, imdustrial development is
and where there are already aircradi

mddusiries, caltges and alfices

Drtadls of Sceth Brisiod are yet io be revealed
Plans for a Bristol “spine”™ road &re threatening
the Avan Metro scheme which is 10 have a new
managemeni set-up.

Farmer Bricish Rl chairman Lord Mash has
meanwhile been appoanted chawman of the
recentdy fommed Severn Yale Transit Steeteng
Group which 18 promotng a light mil schems
for Chelepdsm and Gloucesier,

However an -moeth feasibiliny dudy will
sl consider bus lanes and & puided bus
syslem. Some form of pew public ranspon
must be provided olthorwise car traffic may
diouble th the nexe 30 years, s predicied,

Serious congestion affects the tawn and suburbs
on Chelienham race days, RIDS has sugpesied
that the Cheltenham drafi local plan should
caber for mesnstating the Chelienham o Hone-
yhourne section of {mow & cycle track) amd
ranning a hght rail service,

Unforvanaely cash-starved BR & planming cuts
rather than expansion of services Regional
Raslways is considering withdrawing the 0710
Gleucester 1o Brisiol and the 1241 Brssel w
Ciloucesier in May.
Regional Railways has also shelved plans 1o
imiroduce 4 Susday service o Yaie,

Eric Barbery

East Anglia

East Cambndgeshire District Coumcill  has
haciked RDS plans io reopen Soham station and
provide a direst service b0 Cambndge via a new
curve o Newmarket

TradTsc an the line 80 King's Lynn was ur by 2iF
per gent in the firt ibree nionihs following
electrification. This i fusther prool, i any were

. thai invesinsend 15 the way 1o moect

poopibe 1o rasl
Nk Dihien

North East

Adr pollution fram motor vehicles is likely to be
a eructal factor which willl mave public opinson
and hopefully the Depamnsesn of Transpon o
switch mvestment o boses and irains, the
banch was told in Novensber, The assessment
canmse from BBC nonbem transpor cormespon-
demt Alim Whilchouse who sddressed  the
mecing

He wamed that BR'S predicament had never
boofi & bad as @ is woday. In the 19708 brasch
lines were under threat, Bal now even InterCiry
wias al gesk. Brivish snd continental aifitades
il investmend Were pobes sparn,

Fural rail lines were being commendably peo-

by Regsonal Halways amd  local
authorties which kmew they were a cost-gffes-
tve way of dealing with eaffic conpestion.
Repicnal Express, especially TransPennme, was
successful while the Wes Coast main line was
beng sllowed w deteriorase. The fallies of
unider-invesiment were apparent while maone
people are beginnang o recogmise the abiliy of
effickemi and relesble malways io make thangs
happen in the economy, particularly in tourism
Membern agreed that privatisation wosld not
bring adddinional imvestment, fedress  taffic
congestion or pollution or deal with the mmper-
fections of BR.

The bmanch has seni detailed papers w0 Tory
MPs in the area msking them to conssder the
effects of privalisaticn,

MPx, local suthofties and campaigning grom
have been galvanised imio scuon by F!ir:
freight's plans s [ift the tack on the Weandale
line from Bishop Auckland s Eastgae follow-
img the loss of eement oraffic, Such o cut-throal
appeoach o a beautiful and hisorical rxil Fouse
is an act of vandslizm snd highlights just on of
BR's present failings. Dharbam County Council
ia co-ordinating & feasibility sudy o which
RDS is contributing Minancially.

Apparcrly Ponland Censent prefers 1o use il
bar the Tressury dictabed firasceal Lmges w
Raillrenght which was then of coumse lomeed w
put up rates. The snmediate resuli will be
aroilsey T borry meovenents a day abong the
dale, with all the stfiendant environmental an
sepdent costs fossied on i the comimenity,
local authorilies sl the vy payer.

Hamizh Rail has now pevealed ss buepriom for
the MNorth East for the pext 10 years. Plans
include new stations at  Yarm, Sunderland
University and MNeweon Hall (Durbam) and
impeoved services between Darlsgion  and
Maddlesbrowgh and along the coast 0 Hartle-
poal. A bramd new pascnger service s
proposed along the now-c Leamssde hine
frovm Pelaw bo
keep Leansside & the frame. Unforumabely
there @5 B0 idication of how these welgome
plans are 1o happen if privalisation gocs aleadl

Snll mo word from Tvne snd Wear Passenger
Trapspodt Executive about the fermed Mero
roeie from Mewcanlle 1 ﬁurduﬂ:d.

Temy Waller

Wessex

Wihshire County Council 18 considering three
opticns for & new slatsan al Wilioa, near Salis.
Bury, The branch w kecping an wouch with
developmenis and maimtsining conacs with
dastricy and panich cowncils.

The freight line to Poole docks clings io the
raticeal metwoek by as fingeriips. The raasn
wser s keen io keep beavy freighs off the roads.
But seggeiioas W resnstsie hos fraans ae
anlikely 10 afiract miich inbedest i the presem
climane

The first meeting of & Pomsmouth  arca
RIS greap ook place recently snd shoald help
our Forsmowth amd Suisex members fight
thiests o the Cosstway servsdes.

We age walching the situalson on e |sle of
Wight where rail sesvices have been carmarked
for framchising. Repairs costing L8000
needed for the pier faiThesd ar Ryde arc causing
service restrictions, There i pow & plan for a
ferry-mail termminis ot Kyde

South West

A possibile threat to Mewton St Cyres stabion o
the Exeter - Bamstaple hine escnged in the local
media in January. The Health and Safely
Execuive has finally noticed that the platform
is 10 bow andl AR estmabes improvements al
the sation which serves only a smsll population
will cost C2T0HN b has one advanlage - &
popalar read ale pub called the Beer Engine

We objecied to the “wmprovemend”’ planned for
the AM) Hondton 16 Excier vrunk road on the
growmsls thas 8 would threaien the trackied of
tee former raal bramch 1o Skdmowth which
should ke reopened. The new rosd crosses the
wackbed between Fenson and Onery St Mary 22
a level whach would make bodping smpossible
It comald be realigned at linle cost wo preserve the
rail foute, Chur argument was el helped by
Bricish Raal’s comment that i bhad no plans s
roopen he foule,

Praer AF el

Gierold Dhudalridpe

rham. RDS has fou I‘i-'lrdn:'-‘



London and Home Counties

Frivatisaton looks like the Treasary s way of escaping the d:.ll'lrh:l
provide investment cash for socially necessary fal services
still of course prepared 1o spend £2.8 billion - several imes more
than the entire sebsidy for BE - on widenang the M2S,
We believe there are mil abiemaiives o widoning the M5,
mchuding developing existing routes [ike the Nonh Downs line,
Sigmificandly this is the very line at msk if James Sherwond of Sea
Contaimers takes over the plum part of Network SouthEast he
wantx, Rail closures still seem very muoch part of ths Gosemn-
Ll .

] Howard Thowmar

MNorth Midlands

FH""“E start: After a break of severs] years, the Anenborough Baal
Users' growp was reformed in l-mu:r:r by ROS member Al‘ldﬂ'll
Walkker. News al the Geoup’s resurpence made the front £ in
the kocal Beeston Express newspaper sl was beoadcast on i
Trent, prompling residents 1o lelephon: messages of support
Many people are worried that the pecent runshown of the suation,
which has heen lefi ensmifed and boarded up, may eventually lead
i chosure. The growp is pressing Brith Ras] and local sathonites
mmmeth.wn{hmhup
ough's platfonms does mod evin have a waatng shelier, The medis
coverage has given the group a flying stan, and gained valwable
publiciey far the regular Sprinter services 1 Mominghem which
| serve better pairosage. For more detaals, phone 0602 2561 15,

Andrew Walker
North West

Closure: A major blow ta the mil industry was the closure of
Powell Duffryn Sramded’s works s Heywood. Many local firms
of sub-comiraciors will also bse il The N camed oEl piossering
work, including Bailding kyw-height conminer flas wagons for
Cawoods which BR s were impossible. They also prosluced the
Hlf-dl.u:hlrpnﬁ ?n:-ﬁ‘;i trains for Redland and the body shells for
Mfeiro-Cammell s © 156 Super Sprinders,
Congrazulatsons: A firm which uses Red Saar for vimually all s
emergency orders has won an excellence swand for the fifth year
runnmag, Robent Taylor and Sons, agricultural engineers and
farviers from Bentham, Mok Yookshire, sent TO0 parcels worth
£130,000 last yesr, Pans manager lan Taylor is am RDS member
whose finm reliex on the Setibe - Carlosde line. The awanl comes
fromm Cxee [eemaional.
Spl.rl An RDS lealle calliag for elecenficmeon of the Blackpoal
Manchester lime was laanched st a ovic meocpion = Presean
sown hall amended by the depaty mayer and 5 member of the
Mond West Transpon Users' Consultstive Commitiee in Deoem-
ber. The Press and radio pook nobc and copics were send 1o MiPs
and goancillors along the rowie,

Million monih: Manchester's light raal Metolink sysem camed
o, VT A iR passCRESTS Dtcﬁ'rlhr despite the recession, TRA
bombs and pomerous Bosves, ome day, three days hefore
Christras, the aulomatis rn.i:hmn prased 36,000 tickers, mother
mﬂ'ﬂ On Cheisimas Eve, 25,000 people used the sysiem despite
m faslure. Trams ran until la.m. on Boh Chrisemas
[lajr Mew Year's Day, howrs afier the buses and traans
ssopped. Froquency was increased on Bank Holsdey Monday
becasse of severe overcrowding, Off-peak demand For the system
bas been way abead af predicisons with services dosbled and 12
extra drivers employed.
Robwry Cummeings

Yorkshire

Bramch chasrman Jemes Towler seni a robust cnbicism of A Vesee
Iur thee lef:r [T m: Dn:-mm of Transport. His analysis

the RIS natsonal response 1o he
dt-tmmu

He has also azsed various issees with the TUCC lor NE England
includang the mabiliy af BR 1o provide for peak bolidey passen-
per waffic, He poines out that evem resenving seats camnol
Euaranies ;‘rl.ln m heavily overcrowided irsing, Other holiday
prohlems ude lick of loggage space i mew Mark 4 coaches
and Regionad Raitways® |58 Expresses, understocked buffets and
saflely fears im crowded rairs.

The Yarkshee Rail Review was pahlsshed in Febroary,

A poinis failore & Leeds was parily to blame for majer delays
when smow bit Loeds on 4 Janssry, Many of the poinis and
crossings in the dhrost of the station are dwe for ronewal and the
signalling was “knackered™ five years ago

Opening the way
for new trains

By TREVOR GARROD and NHK DIBBEMN

Bore and more people are geming

the message that mil wuﬂn are

8 key way o combat

brnh

Thanks to money mised n our 1592

mational deaw, RS has been able o

give suppon B more  local

CAMpEiEns,

A hir: quality leallet puiting the
of renpening the E.nl:ndge :

St Ives lme w0 EI
duced with £12% claimed by

Anghan branch.

The leafllet siressed that the line 15 an
under-used assgt which ¢ould pro-
vide 8 service for commubers and
leismare travellers 1o Cambaridge from
the growing oomemunibics 1o the
monh west of the ciry, If i was
exiended o Huntn | comld
alse be & swmiegic link to places
farther afield.

A 2200 signanere petition demon-
strated the level of local suppo,

The 51 Ives campaign attracied

port from MPs and counctlles T:"HTI
sctons the political spectnam. The
Cambridge Eveming Mews  wis
inspised by our leaflet io nan o
sustained campaign  for ftﬁg:lﬂ'llili
whaeh we estimare would cost 06
muillion.

Cur grestest short-term achievemen
was the docison by the CoURty Coun-
cil in Jamoary to commissson a full-
scale feasthility sudy, Disenon couan-
cilk  have ered B help with
funshing the sfudy,

Easza  Anglian branch had  also
pleclged b raise cash for & Feasibality
sudy = 8 mesting m Movember.
Dhomations can e made 1o oar chair-
man Sweve Wilkinsom, 52 Manor
Park, Histon, Cambrnisdge CB4 4IT.
Make cheques payable to RDS,
The reopening campaign which has
Eﬂm for 20 years - since the
ne C

following BR's
line.

RD5S wamis the lne l.lp!;l'ld!d anad
clectnlied with mew sanons @ che
Science Park and on the cxisti
main  lise, Elkcmificsion wou
allow existing rolling sk 1o be
weed and provide & cfoss-city service
as well s theoagh trains 10 Losdon.
We eriticised an carlser county coun-
ctl study w 988 but now we are
warkisng chosely with it 1o ensure the
new soady is accuraie.

The t;un:y oungil i alsd consides-
ing a plan s ressore |.n|r|:||
w the single-irack frei -un]
between Wishech and

Seanwhile Midlands :h-m'ld'l
received LMY fhaim e deaw pio-
ceeds w0 help s cl.rl:l;r.tl.lﬁ.| for
restoraison of services o6 ght-
only hines, An aoractive leafler was

:mm-.!uﬂin;fal:.mimat
Aldndge on the existing line 1o 'Wal-
wall. Thix was issued following
meetings with the public transpon
authorily Centro and was  widiely
wased 16 local  polwiciars, The
tramch has also publizshed a 15-page
ilbustrated  mepann The  [Dhadley
Dasher, urging & fast diesel service
for Sioarbnidge, Dudley and Walsall,
The states thai such a sérveie
could be {ppu:mrd. ms B live-year
Experiment on a manginal oost Bass,
as has boen sucoessfully dome on the
Camnock lime.

Enitial cagital t‘.lptﬂlh:vrf im signall-
N pEoVemenis P P

Eim would be below £]1 million

mnd the tea-way Fflow of

of A low-com service could well

schieve a broak-cvem @ Operating

OSER.

Smaller sums of momey from the
draw proceeds have also boon s
oy rescarch inen the rail sliemamves
o widening the 15 motorway sl
on a poind RDS-Traspon 2000 lead-
let oy east-wesi msl links.

Meamwhile a new nabonal diaw has
beeny launched for 1993 o that we
can continee this importast aea of
wark, All peofis wall go 10 cam-
paigns  for moopeming  lises  and
s,

A baak of daw nckes & enclosed.
Apologics 1o thoss who do oot wish
0 Fece1vie Ehem,

Backsng lor the reopening of the line
from Shanklin o Yentnor on the labe
of Wight has come from Veninor
Professeonal snd Business Assogia-
thon whase president sasd thar the
wwn's sleady decline in prospeniy
could be traced back e ehe ral
cloduire 1 | W,

Ladtery winners: The winners ol the
RDS lomery for Movember were
Migpel Perkins, Harrow E66 20, D R
Becve, Morwich £41 30, 1 E Dwel-
ley, PFelinsiowe [MEX, AMms E
Alford, Cambndge £16.54, BErian
Hamings. Scanthorpe EL8.28, M O
Rogers, Saoke £8.25,

December: § F Simms, Wialsall
L6640, A ] , Girange over
Sands £41.50, A ) Boulowoosd, Edg-
ware £14.00, B Bamows. Hassocks
£1660, R CGramger, Edenbndge
gﬁ John Whae, Hadley Wond

Jamuary: R Eston, Plymouth 840,
c kanner, Warley 4025,
Charlex Rowe, Ormagion £4.15. )
Cully, Marwich £16,10, A Lamben,
Falmowth £R.05, Graham Smath,
Geedling £8.08,

IF want o join the kotery, send &
m::;runum al l:ﬁ (For & E£| & month
stake) w Dave Finch, I8 Meville
Avenue, Kxlderminsier, ‘Wons

D11 TAL Make cheques payable
o RDE,




Privacisatson of the meilways was
by Sodn Prescolf

baur, Risgsion-upon-Holl
East) on 12 JANUARY. The
dehate came shoetly Before wha
was sssumed would be 3 new
Bill. be sxid,
Conlasion nei Al the
beginming of the Mew Year the
Governmicnd saed that they would
privatise the railways. Then the
Prame Manister changed thar to
sermi-privaiisastion. “] say thal s a

FJI:H' U-mum,™
asmamption was thai privaie
opeation of the milways was far
better than leaving them o public
operstion, |t was slmost an

sl differende betwesn
them, What was ihe evidence for
pusiifying privatmaison? There
was woch & system in Argenting,
bt mfier a few years of operation,
the PESSENPET LVSISM WES i
codlapse,

In public hands

Sweden was alten cived xx having
& privatised ral system, But oaly
ane per cond of the symiem was
prvaiised whalc the erack and
aperations remained in public
hands. Track subsadics had 10 be
maipsmined becruse of very
CAPEFTMYE ANVEsEment
“In Jagpan we are talking nod
shout privately owmed
COETIpANicE, hiﬂp.r'hlnch el
privale companies, such as
muanicipally owned bus servses
service is nof privately run
Therefone that is not & good
£ e
“Im France the system s basscally
state-owred, The caly private
seciof = between France and Oy
- oalla a lew modths gpo.
Nlach Frmih: o the BC m'n‘:-ing
towards privabsatson of s ral
wysler, but it &5 pod, Iois moving
towards iranspasency, a chear
distinorion between services ikai
roogive public subsidics and those
w be opernied as profiiable.
Michael Fabricam (Conservative,
Mid:Sinflordshire) asked if
Bintsh Asrways was
jprofiinbbe at the time of its
privatisagion because it did not
pravide & good service in
companscn with other arlmes,
eow it was profitable because i
provided a pood servioe

hir Presoott sakd he conceded thal
Btish Anrwsys was able o
eliminse its losses, largely
beause |8 peRirucrured its
nusapower, The Bntizh Ral
svatem had cne of the highesi
levels of efficiency in Europe.
Thee argament could not be aboss
labour or efficiency. Every goaml,
ssccessiul milwey system in
Eurrl[q_- was publicly owneid

Bad bedfellows

Raberr Adley (Con, Chnsichanchh
sandd that whatever the stme of the
mailways at the moment, things
coild anly get benier, “In my
view, party palitics and public
Erasapoit paolicy BiE Very umeasy
bedfellows. I my entbmsassm &‘nr
the railways is 8 cnme, | plesd
guiliy.”

The Labosar Party said no so any
form of privatisaison. “1 soted
Epans lh-:r-ll s because il
always smel wrong 16 me. Al the
micwmient heee is & him of Enease
amongst my frends. Shrewsbury,
Clesthoapes and Blackpool have
lost their danect services Lo
Losdon, 1 will be Penzance,
Middlesbrowgh and Swasea
next, and large swaihes of
Comwall, Scedland and Walkss.
[id people think thai tains &0
Prrracke wioild continue
imdefinitely, even if there were
conPECning services from
Flymouth? Those Srough
servECes - an essentinl feniure of
the rasl system - wolid snevitably
ke placed o risk if the Franchising

Is ook effect.

iﬂTr.-mpnrl Secrewary John
bdacCregor had made & stabemen
on e question of closares; tha
failway servires would contines
subject only 1o “ecosarmie and
cornmeercial reabitees”, He did not
mentyon social need, nes
Efvvironmental or congestion
Tacion.
A MacGregor asked him not 5o
dissort his worde. As connomec
conditions changed, and il there
wan no demand for 8 service,
chosare proposals might follow
anl b corudered in dhe noemsl
way, Moahing in what was
mpmn] was differens from wha

happened im radlway practice
fiar & very lang eime, Mr Adley
repeeaned that the phrase he had

WESTMINSTER

tiscd was “economuic snd
commercial realites,”

When ¢lectnony wis being
privatised, he sdded, be in the
sisgth-wess was pold that fears
about inkreased regional charges
were lolly mnreal. Bui when an
indussry is natsanalssed = for
beter ar worse — the Govermment
has o conieod and can give
imstnictions 1o chiufs tha the
things they want done are done.
“Let ws compare that saig aff
affairs with that peraining in the
privatized elecinciy mdusry
Thae Pressdent of the Board of
Trade has responsibality for the
coal indesiry but no power. Thas
i what happens; the words of the
Transport Secre fay bedoms
whally |||:l.'|l."ra|ﬁ aft L0 yemrs®
timee, the vast magjority of milway
pusscnger services in lritsin may
e |omiger be operated by the
madiomalised industry.”

The Labowr moticn was kost by
T voles i M.

Second reading

British Ruil kas improved
canssderably of Fecenl years in
many of its services, i
Trasspen Seceewmny fohn
Maoleregor, moving the second
meadeng of the Ruilways Bill on 2
FEBRUARY

We hegan, e said, with a railway
regints nik fandamenally
changed since nationalisation i
1948, BRE combined the clazsic
shomcomings of the irsdstional
naisinalticd mdusiry. That meani
tosn [srtle responsivencss b
Custimdrs - hocds, B pral
compeinion, and oo ligike
daversity and mnmavalssn
Inevuably it slso had the calbare
of & patiomalised industry: a
h.:n-..pl:- burcisirale sENeCILPE, &N
msufficemly sharp swarcness on
the pan of employees tha their
success depends on samslnag the
CUs e

All chis shawed up 6 puldic
dissaisiacizon with the milways,
e said. “Thost who waork is BR
arsd e syseem buve been
comsiraimed by the pationslised
ainibsiry, which has dow been
found wanting for all e olbe
inilasriees 1R we have

privatised ™

The railways and their cusiomers,
he zaid, would beneldl as misch a8
oltser sndusiries from a change in
the system under which they have
lix Gperake, The muen was i coeale
& new regime for the railways
There were three sdvantages in
geiting as muoch privale-secing
invalvement o possible, Firsd
was the big issue of the change of
culrape: the rensformastion
work pracisces (ki eccurs when
they realise thaa their success
depends on always putting
Cushinter requanements first.

This was a fur-d.irr:kr:.ﬂly
iMpoTand poing w W
sircasdd by many people
Secondly, what was being dons
wiould kelp 1o creale more
competition and choace. Thisdly,
it would enable privaie secior
capital 1 su 1ent the exmslang
soaxrces of BE fimance.
BE freight and pancels services
wosald e sobd io the prvage
wectar and there wu-rl..l"b-e oopeT
access for new oporabans.
Breaking BR s monopaly was
crucial in onder o ssiveed i
getteng moee freipht back on ihe
maills. It was a challenging wsrger
Joshri Pegscodn said that Mr
MacGregor hal Beguon has
remsrics by speaking of an
bustorical champe, "l one &
cerainly being made”. M
MlscC sappeated 1hat i
hmlﬂww Fheu-rr.bul that
was nod proven and cemairdy no
by i MacGregor's speech. The
Crovernment shausld B more
comemmad wbout wha was 10 nen
the railways ralbsee then who was
B UM One of two lines,
Mr MacOregor s cha
privacisation had prodeced hetier
resalts, whether it be in respect aff
g, elecincity or water, That was
ihaputable, A comparison had
been made berween BR and the
privstisanion and deregulation af
buses, which v had been sxid
woa | provide beiter servioes,
lowe fares amd imvesinnemt,
Instead, there is clear evidence
thal passenpers pay & lot mode,
fewer services are available,
Baases run only on profisshle
poies amd thede were no service
cross-subsidics. 1§ was plasn thae
deregulateon and privatisation
desapnyed our effective modern
s industry.
Peever husd 5 Bill been s
wriverially condenaned or o lost
iis essential jussificalson = (kar
prvale l.‘ﬂ-ﬂr-ltn.-i;; and i
rivatisation woulkl prossde the
Fm;..m by which o change the
service. To replace puble with
privase managemeni ihere would
be fundamental changes, OF
courie there would = the pay
incremses for the bosses wha
wipudd B pennimg the system.
That would happen straight away

A better service?

“We ghall have 1o walt 1o Tind out
whelher privatisatson il lesd o
i 15, b [ dio nog
belbewve that it will. Essentzally the
Ball i& as enabling measure, |
believe a publicly twmed raalway
sysIcTs can provide o bemer
service than one privasely

The prooes would nit, however,
b completed under the present
Coversment., I would not be
completsd until the meat contury
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Por would it reduce buresscracy,
As Mr MacCregor had been
foreed 1o sdmil, there would be
M qUAngos,

The Bill effered no guaransee that
Ih-.l existing metwork of 11000
miles would continue, That was
the justification for te public
service obligation payments made
Iy the Buropean Commanity,
There was no gukrastes of
:H'ﬁﬂl.lml'mmclnn.rﬂ

enpecially in rural aress
M Mlcgrtﬁ had talked of &

record level of invesment,
meaning the actual amoust pat
mitd the Channel Tenncl. The
charman of BR kad said that
after two years, investment i the
nfifie] woubd fall to e sversge of
L6000 millson & yesr. This was bess
than enmigh I:dmm the

i requi Serwirek

e by

Filched ideas

Mr MacGrogor had nos
l’ﬂ.‘l.nl.ﬂﬂd thist I:|'|-|_"'|‘"|w-:|l|.
wonshd petain freight, rather chan
maore being ransporied by road. Ip
Wak imforesting i hear
MacGregor say that he is now
convimeed of what needs 1o be
done to trasmsfer the walfic from
Podd b el “Am arwefial bot aof the
ideas he has annoenced have
been fidched firom Labour,
“Al the ideas offerad by My
MacCirepor were published years
g he is mevely mawling
documents and sdding owr
:P:di:iun: his, | sgree tha thos:
sdeas will belp 16 transfer iraffic
from road to rail and | am ia
favour of that, Bt he has jusa
announced there must be an cighi
peer cent rabe af netarm on freight,
His presens policy s driving a
number al privaie ies b
sfier the squivabent of 100,000
Ties feom rasl 19 road in the
ssutf-east, Mo peed o wait for
legiskazion change the position;
change it now,
=1 weloome the . v
advecated cramsleming mon
tralTec from road o raal. My saly
disapreement is that it is
o wait |8 nsonts.”
Nick Harver (Liberal Democr,
Diervian, Morth ) smid o would be
mae credeble o expoct private
opcratans io want to nan mil
serveces il they did mol have to
Wiwhm'}mn{um
mvesimer o the rail network,
and to pay for what is Likely s
E‘Iﬂ!l Ml vl'ullulﬂrr-r-rh.l.rg:t

i nun:ruud I'|m.m“-11pk he
had grvem whene the
infrasiruciure was bailt and
Fﬂriﬂad[mrufi:ﬁ.u'ﬂm.m
wiich the operaior was io make a
TEIUm.

“There might have been
cicumstandcts in which my pamy

STUART McHAIR AND LLOYD BUTLER
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einild have sapported a Bill on
railway privaisalon. We have no
weological objection to privale
aperators sing the rail nerwock,
ut there 18 no soch Bill." This
wias nof & classic privatisason
Closure procedures
Roger Frecman (Public Transport
Mlinasper) said the remark by
Braoes Wilsow (Lah, Cu

Pacarth) thadt thore could be
closures cn & significand scale
wak antnes. The Framchising
Authorsty would st with (ke
exiahng hiiisciable and would
impose on franchise companics a
requirensenl bo rum a specific
service for the length of the

franc s,

Th:nr'mnl.ﬂ-d]becmr ¢|m_r;1 =
provedures. In exchange wi
Prescott ot the beganneng of the
dehage, e mnificremoe thai
privatisatson of the relomms
proposed would bead 1o closure
WETD uile wiong.

bolr Wilson crmticised the
desaggregation of subsidy = the
allccazion of subssdy w0 mdivadual
rail way limes. He womld find tha
he was in a minanly, The
Tramspan Users Consuliative
Comminees were broadly in
favesar of the allocation of
subsidy 1o ﬂnuwm limcs and

Emwu rightly ul:||11 -rdmwl:,'
mrlcsd sEops G0 prECe WD CETLAIN
maffics. In was seqsible 16
issrcase praces where the
business WS P EVER COYETNE
15 aveslable cosis, making no
wontrmbution 1o the st rucune.
=1 conlirns that we shall discuss
with BR -up-pa:lu!:}r far e :
private sector freight operaior in
the immsediate future,”
Sir David Mirchell (Con,
Hampshire MW asked if there
wicmld he open acoess for the
private sectof fresght apetator o
ust BE track this year,
Mir Freeneas said that there could
nod be open access umil Raoyal
Assenl had been given o
legislation. We firse necded tse
co-nperalson of BR. It hsd &
stabutory righit to prowide the
drvers of traims.
Replying wo Mr Hervey, wha
aslked wihad were ihe benefits oo
passengers, My Froeman sasd that
during the dehade he nosed 10
practscal benefics, The st was
the interconnection of InserCiny
and other mill services, The
seCond advantagpe was an
improvement nod only in car
parkimg for users of commusier
services bt also in the secunry of

car parks,
Thirdly, there could be bemer
matn&rr infonmation systems,

§ W 8 question nod merely of
mioney but of misude. [t igvolved
PayEAg alRonison i passengers’

enierest, Founthly, there coulld be
the improvement of r||r|.||il.1n.;|ﬁ.I
Dppofnsnities 9f Sk, F |;|-'
there coiald be sarly provisson of
new eqipenent s the design of
mew ralling siock, instesd
enganeers be I"'!-".th:l'L'll'l:llE for

1 l,-'l'ﬂﬂ'r:}' think the:
public peeds,
“Who wall do i7" asked Mr
Prescoal. “The privase secior
owners,” replied Mr Freenasn
Saxth, there should be besier
marketeng. There must be new
opportunities for changes in the
prce structane for off-peak travel
= o encourage mare iralTic.
Seventh, thore should Be betier
or-boand serveces end, exghth,

dt'-rl-mnﬂ i stabions, Minik,
e ththtucruﬂ'l'm

incentives, giving rail staff the
opporiunity 1o own & share [n the

COMmpany.
Remember Speller
Oin staticn services, more coubd
e chome at the major stations if
thi stadf were imerested in the
passengers father than the
runnirg of the mins. It wes fight
to remember the Tramspan Act of
1981, promoied by Tony Speller,
We should recond the progress
made in introducing expersmental
new il services aml the Speller

“Order books for the a4
yedrs hive reflecied et i
BR, Bring a naicnaliscd indusiry,
can look forwand cnly o relative
shon period, One of the great
advaniages of brimging in tse
privale sector 18 that the time
hearizons for imvestment plarning
can be grealed — a greal
advantage.”

Tunnel: What next?

When the Channel Tunnel was
mnnoanced & few years aga, il
wias gand that we peeded only one
Lomdon serminal for the Chanmel
Tunmel rail limk, Sir Keitk Specd
{Con, Ashfonl), speaking al Gam
after an all-night sitting an 14
DECEMBER.
“We then did an absour-rurm amd
said we pecded a termiinals —
Kmg's Cross 'i'-'l.l.:rh:n
Simce then the hnz?r
E;fﬂ had bordered on high
l:l-ui-lﬂ-l magai problers
and wncortainty for many in Kent
and south-eas Londan,
Evensually a likely route was
A i T Ao Bt
il
ﬂfﬂﬂ asl Momh Kemt, and
across the mver, through Essey,
Srraford and Hm; B
At the beginming of 1992, L.|r|.-|:||1

Railways, & new subssdiary
lermnl by British Rail, was set
to redefine the progect
“Uver the past five yoars, my
constieents have been sahjected
W frarme rois anxietbes. All the
comsuliaisons s samements on
the Channel Tunsel rail link have
ke toeally misleadeg and our-
of-iave, beaning oo relation o the
latesi Enitintive,
"Reger Freeman (Pablsc
Transport Mimisser) bas done o
Eres deal o by 1o promiole
Ashiord Incesnarioaal
stacion, but it is cleady unlikoely
i open before the imematicens]
SETVICES M funAning.”

Shell-shocked

What was the cost of the
exercise’ Clearly in £x0tss of

£ 1400 millson. “For £ 100 neillion
we cowld have buils Ashiliond
Intermational and had £20 millica
keft over for somscghing ol

i Kemi are angry and
o ey gy

Thee ail link would ai best be five
or six years behind the
comparatle hink that the Fremch
were o open in I3, O e
Channel Tumnel rail link, we want
publication now . We wasil
comaaltation as soon as possible.
We want the very hest
ervironnsmtal protection, and we
wanl early constroction.”
S Sohn Stealey (Con, Tonbadge
and Malling) sasd tha o new
prrapascd e was o pass in
vannel uncer the MNonh [owns,
“I accept,” Sir John added, “thar
im carrying out publi: tramspon
E:u,rtﬂ.x'll % incscapabie that
ight will falbow, la human
lermid i i imcredably distressing.,
making it impossihle for people
i mell thesr houses
Peaple who were pmmslg-
blighted should mor be re-
IMagheed. Thore must be a tunnel
throagh the Manh Downs, I there
15 any quecstson of the
(rovemment TefE kg on that, the
Mimsser willl face absolurelly
determined opposition
Rager Gale (Con, Thanet Mort)
said he spoke for all his
eodleagues in Eawt Kemt in the
beldel thar the fasa Hnk was
necded, and thai the
invesiment shoubd be Brcupht 1o &
satnsfactony conclasion seafily. li
was time 10 et the fredgha oﬂ,
Kient roads and on the rilways
Ramsgate snd Dover were
smummied with beavy and
dangerous tmaffic. Heawy lomries
were Bcakang wp Kent's roads
and usaing side rosds as rag runs i
an enlalerahle level.




Throttling the watchdogs

Cine thing is certain about the Govemment's
rail privabsation plass: They have not been
drawn up with the passenger i mind

The complete package of proposals i markes-
drves,

The aititede was summmed up in what the
Gavermment called a  “consuliation™ documeni
about comsumET  Fepresentation in the pew
regame,

A Woice for the Passenger was papposed o be
st o *adryone with an inserest”,

Bt imitially il was not sent 16 anyone in RDS
or 8o any of the 200 or o rail user groups
sprend  throughout Briean cven thowsgh the
deparinsisd insisied it was not mying o exclude
!

RDS, however, snd & few of those user groaps
wire able 80 obiaim copees and make dheir
comments W the of Tramsport i
the e shon weeks allowed.

Cienerl secretary Trevor Garmod protested 1o
thee deparment,

RS believes user groups should be alficially
represented in the new arfangemenis.

But the Governmeeni is conterl W allow the
jpresent set-up of iFERSpoN osers Cconsultagve
commilees 0 conlinee under & new name -
Rail Users” Consultmive Commitices (R UCCs)

They will have fewer powers and their mem-
bers will b appoimsed as in the past. The
Govermnment has used this sysiem of

o exclude penuans champions of the ral aser,

The existing symem has seen halfl Brnain®s mil
metwaork chose, fares rising high above mflalsan
and cynical redoctions of scroce levels, We
have traims wilhout sdegquale baivabories, scats
posisioned so }'-uurnn't n:rhln:-l.:‘n{ windows,
insmsfficient of peams, bikes and luggage
- mltl!ﬂlmtllﬂm Few user groups anc
repaesentod.

The Railways Bill maay ghten up some of the
legal procedures, In fomere for fSstance, o
cpermor will have to asy why he wanis ta clase
a lane.

But he sidll won't have o give financial details
which will mske it almost impossable & argus
effectively agaimst closane,

And clomiipes afe meore likely 1o ooour - because
they will e move duffecals 5o sop,

Imagine the case of 100 mmilway managers wh
have mongaged theear honises - giving £l0
million, juss enowgh cash io ke on a “verical®
framchise, Then bn i thein line are washed
away in fMeoads. Wikl they be able 1o rame the
millions needed o do repain? Would the fine
then chose? If the operators have a “verical”
franchise, wsers will be excluded fircm making
representatsons 8o the RUOCs, And even iff the
RUCC wus able o dake up b case, n new

e

were helped by an international rescur mission by rell, More than 50,000 maltresses
made by Beauvale Fumnishings of Glossop, Derbyshire, were despaliched i January fo
Belgrade for the Red Cross as part of the United Nations ald programme.

ROS chalrman Stéve Wilkinson wailched 50 fovrswhes! wagoens loaded af ihe Potfer
Group's Queen Adelnide privale Europaan freight terminal af Ely, Cambridgeshire. The
initintive afso lnvolved freighl forwarders Schenker and Co of Ausfrin, The wagons
v tnken 1o Dover by Rallfreight Disfribution fo cross fo Disnkirk on the frain fenry.

Fail fo the rescue: Thousands of peopls devastated by war in the former Yugosiavia _
|

Lﬂuﬂ o series of nalipnal rallways ook over.

Pi:hl-brﬂmmm—l

clause forses it w mke "pesowrce featramis’’ ingo
soeoun when I11.lkI.I"LB mtions. It s sl
likely w be a forceful friend aof the user with
tha kind of remin, The RUCCs will niot be
allowed o Vimserfere” i farcs, oF 10 sugpesi ihe
levels ol service 1o be specified in franckses

Crtica say the presemt systom puts the watch-
dogs too much in the hands of BE. Under the
new proposals, they will be even bess indepen-
dent - arswenng W the new rail fegulsior who
has already been named a5 John Honon,

He was reporiedly forced off the BP board in a
coup afler puning the roputation of having an
abrasive persomshicy,

The Govemnment appoited him o the BR
board i destabilise chairman Sir Bob Heid,
who bigin 0 wam the Oovermment thad it
should take the milways' social value
sl

Mow Mr Homon will ke ssked 1o take 3 sym-
patbsctic weew of mail users” pecds! The chaimman
of the Central Tramipon Consultative Codrmal-
tee, Major Gemernl Lennon Napier, has been a
demphay champion for il passengers ket has
had msufficseen powers to persuade cither BR
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or e Covemmend o adopd mofe sensible
palicics, He predicis the mew commitlecs will
be emlecbiled, The means tha we os il wsors
will be enfechled 1oo

W agree with Pahlic Transpan Minister :Rl:r,i_:r
Freeman wha said; “Am effective voice for
CoisUmers is vilal”

The presert proposals make a mockery of any
clieciive sisfubary Comsumer ¥on and
representatson. It s defiberate, The meed for
RS and individual used groups will be cves
mnre vikal in fupsne

Sounding the alarm

More and more people are coming topethe |
fighi the Govermments plans for massive rosa
building, Delegates at & Binmingham confer-
emce urged the Govermment 10 shill resources 0
mare environmentally frendly forms of wans-
port - raal. Buig, cyclimg and walkiag.

Organssed by Alarm UK, it was the firit confer-
ence in this ¢mntry i bnng mﬁ.-mm
grasaroots opposition 10 foad  building. The
Department of Transport's dirty xhs sere
exposed by Diavid Crober of the Twyford Down
Association. Further imformation on Alam UK
Trown Jolin Seewarr on 071 T37 6641

Farewell George

Raslwatch sssmane editor Geonge Cooper deed
suddenly im December, Geoge wan a cofisum-
e’ chuspaon who felt he had w5 whe action
when he saw stuguilasty o shamp 1o, He put
cighl masy & wrong o the benelin of the public
st large, He was scathing about igearast snd
lazy behsvicar by BR “wio xhoulkl
inow beiter”. He pokingly called hinsell Me
Growser bt even he wa surpeised when be
was oedered off & stion because be Bad
sdvised & eouple of penssoncrs how o ke
sdvanmage of o cheap ticket, He will be greatly
massed.

.



