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oing at full tilt

Thes & dee X300 ulisg wain tha baa boen
persuading people in Sweden fo switch from air
and road kack w rail

g hirciaphout the hanbh  seowswept  Swodish

mter, it has been operating berween Siock-
hodm  amd  (ehenburg wth 9 per ool
relisbility amd ocutting the five hour joumey
dowr so three
Imemational rainmakers ABB were hopeful
that Richard Bransce’s Virgia group might bay
the | 3miph X200 for Bntan's wanding Inter-
City routes

B a Vagn spokesnaan zaid the Governmont's
privatisation plans had delayed hopes of run-
peng amy services, let alone buying new
CiquipmeTL

The chances of operating anything like the
alumg iruin were now “way in the fotore™,

The spolcesman said; “We didn't meed privais-
stion. We were prepancd 0 run in co-operalson
with Hritish Rail.”

Mesnwhile the Americans are %0 imnpresssd by
the XHEN) they are besting ane on their Marth
Enst comidor berween Mew York ssd Boston

The eraim has already boen sested on Diewstsche
Bundesbahn amd im fonere may be used on
Cerman ional services, which m Brinin are
;Er--‘ﬁﬂ" by ewo-car 138 EFI'I'IHIL'“.

itain of course abandoned tiking oains afier
G"M'-r: AFTs were built for operation on the
Coast Muin Line

There may have been other faulis in this high-
tech train than spilling coffee into jourmalises”
lspe but now ober counlises have proved thad
tlting train sechmology can be made o work -
end can be sold arousd dse world

Char Uiovemnmend prefen i trampet the strengih
of the great car economy despsie the fact thas
the value of cars imponed im0 Britain exoonds
CApOs.

The reality is that the funare bedongs 1o the rain,

In Brtmn thowgh, trminmakers are facing o
blesk furare as tse Government which wastes
hillions of pounds on building more roads is
slarving s faal system of the mvestment it
needs merely 1o keep going

The ralways nocd £1% billien to implement the
most imporas peopecis and o Meep present
SOTVECCS Mumning properly.

After the Meiworkers for Kent Link sre deliv-
creil, Brtish train builders have few orders even
though BR neads mew trasns.

The Metworkers of course quickly pay for
themseives by being mone efficien

B the Govermment 18 refusing to allow BR o
order Networkers for the Kent Coast sepvices

O fest in Gormany's Saarlend: Bul the X2000 want be coming here.
ways. Delegale Quontin Langley from Wokang

Even excepionally cost-effective and soually
desirable projects like Thameslink 300K which
wionild oo £ 305 il hoa, are on hold - thanks 1o
the Governmeni.

The resslt i thst the only tenders sp for gembs
|\ B @ the momend are for 20 Sprinter
traims for Sirathclyde.

Meanwhibe the mad lobby laughed all the way
o the hank &= they heard Transpost Secretary
John MacGregor wax lyrical about the envieon-
meral benefits af building new roads! He
claimed they would also bepefin passenpers™
before bousting of spendmp £4% hillion on
poads thes year in Englasd aloss

“$We seem 1o be opening bypasses each monih,™
he poold the Tory pany confcrenoe.

He gave s long-term comemitmend 10 8 sshstan-

tead ol h:lldlnms'n'rgrlmm-r But al leass there
was  laughier spplasse a1 the Bnghton

conferends of one nian with more sensble
ViEWE,

BE superasor Mike Hughes from Arumde] sasd:
“lt is embarmassing w0 hesr MPs screaming
ahout subisdics for rmilways bet applavding
shsidies, sorry | mean imvestment, for dee
roails.” He nightly poanted out thal there s ome
rulz for ithe poad and & delferent come fov Fail-

P MBS

sz challenged the presest “policy”™ snd callad
far grealer wse af pahlsd ranspor., groen foles
for bikes and bustes and road pricmg “io set
Lonsdan froe™

Later in the debaie, bMr MacGregor made the
surpnsing claam st Tory polscies produce sn
eflicuenl, modam (ranypor sysbem

He slwo criticised Labowr Trasspornt spolbesman
Roha Prescon’s gramenar

Later Mr MacGregor said he cared deeply abou
the envranmeenl and clasmed @ be wking seps
1 desl with stimosphenc pollotion “with 0072
ared all that sost of thing ™.

Tuming 10 kis priveission plans, ke said BR
would not be allowed to bid for any franchises.
The peospect therelore o that [atersay woll
bleed o death while others pick the nipe cher
Fsed. AL picsenl, of ViFgsi Wants 1o ake one of
InserCity 's “slots™ to Edimburgh, it has to com-
pemsate BE for lack al revenue

Once the Bill goes through Parlisment, Ingers
City - the only organmsatson m Bmtain with
eapenience in runming high-spesd mil services -
will be highting with both hands hed bebund s
bacik. It and the people who work for it deserve
a hefler deal




Your society needs you!

Tbr_'lmr_tlnld inside the Railway Developrben
SDEE:LH incressing all the me, i
'-i-lhl _lddud complications of the rovern-
menil’s privatisatzon plans.

So from April, the socieny intends b0 appoin
fwo administrative assastants, i additicon 8o the
o sdmafiistrative alficers we already have,
Admin amriyant onr will service the -
mertary llaison coffemitice and ibly the
memational and BC commisiee, work will
involve arranging and mineting meetings,
yping, printing and despaich of repons,
l:tmm.s sending Railwaich w MP: and
MEPs, and seme haison work with the polin-
cians 2= well as cheir secveranes  and
reseapchers. The comimiltees each meet four or
five times o year, usaally i London, Pesertar-
ough or Leicester,

Admin asistent two will belp with maimain-
ing memberskip records and will service the
branches and users group commitiee, by
currently bomng our membership secre-
mnﬁrmpﬂﬂﬂrmhn#din' nereasing
wm|uhmuy.multmm
ansistant should bave basic keyboard skills or
willingmess eo leasn. Baoth asistanis might be
siked pocasionally to deputize for one of our
admipistranve .

Bach sdenin assistang will be paid £250 per
year, plus expenses, I you me imerested,

We in RDS camnot view milways in solation
from other modes of transpost. Our Gme and
resomrees must be devoted prncipally fo rail,
but we showld not ignane the pressures for more
= more road space and motorwiys. Nor can
we ignore the double siandards applied by
wmwmﬂﬂdrﬂmmm.
Ten years ago, the March — Spalding railway
lime wes chosed w0 make B look more cost.
cifective o improve the A4T poad ar Guyhiem.
Cosa benefil analysis has kong boon em W
lqﬁ'_mudin;mmrudihltithm st
glermmn.l_ w be considered for some raal
projects.
For years we have sgeed that ahematives 5o
road building showld be carefully studied before
LApayers money commaed, KDS  has
suppled campai againd the East London
River Crossing. We are cumrenily workeng on a
report of how rasl invessment coald obviaie the
nam]fmpuﬂim:plmu‘idﬂmﬂl:l-_wlg
plem 1o publmh thigan 1993,
0 course a feaxible mil alemarive doss ot
exizl fior every poad scheme. Sometimes a rosd
i usefol o enprove circulation im & builup
area of evedn 10 five Betler SOOees I & Sl
B ofeen road builders noeding i justilly thear
uiml:mpnumuupﬂu&u:ncﬂm
The Lowestaft Cinvie Socscty has been urging a
pmnpummlmmuuﬂmndmmm
the watoraay which bisecis the town,
growil of the wown causes conpestion a1 the
only two existing bridges. Rail can only nuake &
very limited contibubion. Yet the [epanment
of Tm':rllhuﬂhm:lihe widen:
img the M23 and A are more Emponant. § have

i

please write b3 the general secretary who will
condsct applicants = mid January. The job

wons have not Been Mnalised and coald
bt vameed i suit the individeal,

Thee society i also boolang for 2 with
other tasks. E R

For instance, we would like 1o iE A M-
bership services officer who could devise ways
Hp’;#.__rrm.-ﬁ:hd.nh:hm
e . Several ideas have boen put for-
ward, from discoumis to sdvice on fare
S R e
iavest ilies w wp work-
.HE'-P“' poss up

camently held by Railwatch edisor HJLHH;
who i alio mational vice chainman, has
plengy of other work v do for the society and
would welcome an offer from o membser o be
ithe archivise

We have a vasl under-used mescarce imo our
archives and need w develop this & an unpw
aanl toold for our Campaigring.

& A conference on Eas - Wesnt rall lenks 5 8o
e orpunised by Transport 2000 in Bedford on
I7 March on the theme Roads Alose Cannod
Cupr.Fut-:h:tlﬂ.llﬂﬂlnSAEnl-Hu:d Pill,
4 Rowlandson Way, Maston Heights, Bedford
ME41 TLT.

Putting

the rail
alternative

urged the civic sociery w challenge this clam,
sancd there are rail albermaiives 5 the MZS and
Al schemes. A recemi accident on the A140
berween Ipawich and Morsich has boen used by

the road to lsunch & campaign for mudu-
million daalling. In a keer 1o the press, |
suggested  that s penaltics snd  other

icasurcs 1o improve daving stardards might
out accidents, Investing i sddaional siations on
the paralle]l raslway would have the effect of
relieving road congestion, lrur:lun‘l_qlnn-w
b wHEICH 5o the press dasagrecing wath me.
rnmym.nfmhrlmhlmim
ng;mmhmﬁﬂnﬂun{mmu
0 be added to the radl passenger nerwork mesn
that we must keep & watch on rasd schemes tha
mighi cut scross abandoned trackbeds,

1 have lodged an objection w the proposed
Bedford southem b schemie m,gp';;?
::ﬁ. msﬁmumﬁmmmm -
— y trackbed w0 open the option
of & Ffulsre sirategss il li::tennm Bmﬁd
and the Eas Oogst Main Line.
Ohgr South Wesi Hranch has iaken o ssmilar
position wwards a poad scheme tha would
sever the fommer Sidmouth branch in Devon,
Enieresting news has gome froen  Scodand,
where Cieniral i Council has anmounced
plass 10 shandon 22 moad schemes COSHNE over
L300 million while mcreasing its spending on
rul inpeovernents. |8 shows that authorites an
prepared io |ook si the rail alkemative snd ke
sction, That mus encowrge us all.
@ Trevor Garrad s general sedretary of RDE
il wriles & column every four for the
magazine Rail.

Cyclists demand
change of trains

Robasi gowraniees will need o be givem 0
cychiss i the Government trics so sell off
stations or Framchise owr il services, gemeral
secrewry Trevor Garrod wamed ia October,
and sy privale sialson owner must allow eyche
acvess and provide cycle storage facilities.
Mr Garmod who was speaking o a
Touring Club conference in Morwi [ ]
was soope for RDS and CTC w0 work together
for & benter deal for cyclist using omins,
He sajd the Covesneent had shown po fndi-
in its privatisation plans that it ‘would
make the envirommentally Iy combinstion
grann and bikie any easicr 1o use.
A workshop session disosssed the current

g.

2

wwmmmlrmm

cycle arcad on lains and
imclude nmetabde o show Facili=
tics, bike the for catering faciliies. (™
Incredible reasons had been given by corlan
manggers for not doimg this. ver, i was
also pointed out that frown ransgen cam-

mﬂmmmmﬁm“m“ dusty respanse
managers and paoliticians, but were quietly
implenmesned a year or tao later!

Restrictions on bikes led to Joss of revenwe for
BR. One family smending the conference spoke
of usging their bikes o go on oulimgs
with BE. Because this was now much mors
difficult, they had boughi & mof rack for their
car and pow ook the machines by road.

Im the longer term, rail investmeent must obvi-
uul}'h:iuqﬂud.mhuﬂﬂﬂmtiuhuih
for all the business oa offer. A companson was
drawm between BR's Regional Express rerc-car
Sprmiers and the ipht-coach German Inter-
mhm-ﬁjmhﬂmﬂ:ﬂ

seats suromatically reserved for cycliss.

#Christmas offers®

All-in prices {includi and i

o I-I'I-l.‘-ITliIH::. Ihﬂ% FE::HL
Fouth West by Rail £2_40

Sureey and Suseex by Roil L2010
Thames and Dowar by Rail £2.10
Wales and the Marches by Rafl £2.00
Forkshire by Rail £2.25

Laacs aad Cumbyia by Rail £2 25

Who Showld Run Owr Rotlways® £1.75
Ratl for tee Furere £1.95

Grear  Raibway Conspiracy (hardbock)
£12.93 {£2 ooff)

Oirders lor the above must be recrived
by 31 Junwary 199%

Ciher interesting titles avaslable post (vee:

Migh Speed Trains - Fan Trocks fo the
Future {naw) £5, 90

Hm“f?lnf thar Refieced fo Die {mew cclition)

%

Trqgi: Congestion: [ There a Way Cut?
£%,

E:.;fﬂh’rmrl:ﬂﬂi&pﬂﬂﬂrfwﬂnﬂ
Oitheer books cam ales ke ordered
RS, Send oeders or an SAE for &

li#t 0 RDS sabes officer, 139 Harmowdene
Gardens, Teddingion, Middy TW11 00N,

Make chegecs payable s RDS.




What a load of rubbis

The Government i kidding mil travellers, il
ﬂfflﬂdmmﬂh‘-ﬂlﬂ:}n‘“ﬂ!ﬁ
ation B 3 new opparunaty, users wene ko
in Movemnber,
lnfmﬂ-plwm:“]mdul’n‘umlh“
unrealistic and illogical, said rasn dnvers®
leader Lew Adama. Propeny speculaton were
thee resoest Hikely to bemefin.

My Adams,

"'l:'l'rt:j'bﬁ'ld-un.[h‘l"ll‘ﬂrﬁ' Things will be
better in future.” They had been wrong esch

%
-
B
B

train couhd g be semi just
Aelling facilities ar Bounds Gireen or Old Oadc
because they were different ImterCity “profis
cemtres”. Mr Adams ssid thai when he sold
MPs what had been i, ey oould not
beleeve # = and had to have it confirmeed.
Bu odher amazing 1l'|-'r||;|. were happening.
Fresght sector diesel were having to
travel light 150 miles merely to ake on fuel

.Al: mem.pu whes an bnterCity orain bad m
in the station for an
l'ullnb.::lt'n'lm was anable 10 divern mmuﬂn
siform umiil the uﬁﬂ:
nmlurndwﬂ Hegional Raflways
The IC traan was able 10 divert, but only afier
an £88 fee was agresd.
In Megwork SouthEss. the number of sscouni-
anis had increased from five w 43 Mamy
currend raal an
Sk, oF ey Wi S it s SlE
clals. Some of them. for insance, necded
“imterpreters” to explain what DUz were.
Tnmuﬂnmhnkhﬁmmnﬁ
were, BR was cooldng the books, “stealing™
money from the pension scheme,
wivo tried #o scand the alanm abowi BR s
ey poliches were "removed

“I's stupid., it"s mdicubous what they are trying
g0 di po the milways,” said Mr Adams,

Saving money is the paramount B
mmlm&m;fmdmegﬁmﬂp‘
dinver! The resull was that B hasd o tuats round,
uking his eyes off the erack, 1o look at je,
]J'l.lh-anrur:.i.rugd:d' : '_'I:!u.1h-:1':_1rill
be local monopolics. Nor will it be efficient
Far from it Fares will soar snd discoumts will
b phuased oul.

“We on BRE are charging the hi
possible snd ofien pmvlmi 5
wapd Mr Adamas.

BR is =0 strapped for cash that it is having o
cut services and close sisthions buot B being
forced o spend E200000 on oconsulianes®
reporis an how o privatise.

In fugure, tee privatoors will wam 0 un their
traim 1} minutes before the Flying Scotsman
and knock £1 off the fare. But what abow the
limock-on effect on all the other serncesT

The Crovemment scems 4o thenk that the Lon-
don, Tibury and Southend line s an sdeal
candidate for a Framchise.

But mo-ome could nan it more ly than BE
does ot presenn, with 13-year-old trains snd 40

l_'l:rll:l
service,”

RUGH2 Rall User Groups conference
Lomdon T Mowemiber 1892

year-old signals. Mr Adsms ssid: “I°s lieerally
held together by string.
“All the franchisees can do is knock off the

warly trains, the off-peak trains and the
ﬂﬂnﬂﬁ services. They tam

ml‘mmmundhkcmn‘uu:uu the
He sdded: =1 have not yet met or heard of a
franchisce whe wants o run drains o provide a
social service.”

Richurd Hesnson's sirling flies the oldest
jumbos im the workd, sses metined pilots and
pays them less.

“The paant hokls kis service together,”™ said Mr
Adams. Branson won'i have a training schoal
for eaill drivers because j cosis around L5000
iiw eraan past one, He will expect 1o “buy them™.
Meanwhale the meed n Brain is for
PrOper investment. Adams said: “The West
Coast main line is gewing more like Amirak
every day.

Pablscly-run Amirak b havieg w wke over
broken-dowin Amencan privabe ralways 1o fe-
ineroduce pastemper rains.

in Britais, the pmmm I'-I the Fut.n
wl'ﬁud"‘l!'].'mrtlg unul.l.u:ml'um
tomel™

in Europe the |E0-mph TGY will have an
LU0 mile nerwork, Bot = Brisin B owill
“flop out” of the Chanme]l Tunnel and trusdle
alorg belind commster tratne. Asked if RDS
should campaign 1o modifly she privatsatssn

Privatisation
condemned

proposals mather than gel them scrapped, Mr
Adams sxid: “We showald fight all the way 1o pet
them dropped. They can’t wark,

“Even some Tory MPs are beginning i unser-
simnd  that they won't  work BETTE
imvesement in the railways will collapse.™
Unforumately raalway managers were mow
bering encoaraged 10 make Buda

Mr Adarmns said bus company plans o mke over
bwanch lnes mnd e them inbo concreie bus-
ways were deplorahle,

“We must have o conscienee.” he sid, “Wha
are our children goang b0 inkemtT 10 08 & Wgger
sswe than the ralways. B8 the saviFonment
sl

RDS chairman Sicve Wilkifson ®isd rasl pn-
vatisation hooked like being the bi flasco
since the poll ax and was hkely o be the dezth
knell for the railways as we know thenm,

The plans had coused a collapse of conluence
throughout the mdusiry. He had met hesnd of
one user group which wastod provalisagion,

Raibway firms were layiag off workers, and
reoperng schemses wene "o joe”,

"Branson shosld sty wah bis Maces!™ said Mr
‘Wilkinson o applaase and lsughter.

Ceeneral secretary Trevor Garrod said memberns
should distribste the two RDS leaflots on
privatisation {available from Rolsnd Whise,
maidress. back pagel.

& More than 100 delegaies anended the confer-
ence @t 51 Bride's [Instinse, There were
afternoon workshop sessions of campaigning
ansd rural faid,




PLATFORM

For your views on the present and future of rail

Think small for freight

Carrent freight polscies on e Pilways woald
appear 1o be their naiural environmental
sdvantages. The limibed number of terminsls
and sparve acilises for bess than tminload traffic
lead 1o dependence on heavy lormes collecting
and delivering over consadersble distances.
Lagge comminers mnd swap bodies are a menace
an the roads. b has even been proposed thae
swap body lomies should be four tons heavier
than the mazimnum now allowed,
By wsing small comtminers, swap bodies amd
BRELUT eralleys, chesper facillities woald enable a
hensive netsark of wemminals exchanging
oraffsc between trains and small environmenally
friendly rosd vehicles 1o be provided, possibily
wsing elecinc bagtery sl delivering and
collecting wp 1o five miles from the rai .
While the larger mamber of raal peeminals might
comnplicate rmn working, this could be msde
more efficint with susomatic couplers and
modern swomsied switching yards. It should
adlso be possible w0 deliver sumdries maffic o
o ‘for siinga 1 Pty Such e B
1 1 - opertion B
destred, mﬂﬁﬂgﬁﬂ fit on o s
wagons within the British leading gavge ns well
a5 use small rosds.

Jonarhan Dalton, 2 Regency Cow, Enys Road,
Eavihowrnie, Sussex BV ] 2DF

Saying and doing

Wihat is DS doing io oppose the vpgrading of
sevieral of the mapor ranspennine roads in the
north of En (AGE, MO, AGIE) m the
cxpesise of raal for which plans were deopped?

I realise the Government is moch less pro-rail
thai i publicly ackmow . Since Mr Rif-
kindT's road 1o rail pabliciy, hax not been a
widie face 20 much as a contingation of the road
lobby pagpemauL

Herwewer, | think that with pressure freen public
apinkon, the Government could be peruaded 1o
waste much less money on posds and encosr
aged w make ueeful mvessments (n emll
infrsstruciure,

I ook forward v barrspge of mail amiving a
Marsham Streei.

I & Moir, 41 Aldved Rood, Crookes, Sheffield
Friendly suggestion

Repardiess of one's own views, one thing i
cortan. The Governmeni will sell & and
franchise rail services. Whike 1 could Be wselfal
thmHmmnl'dulmmphﬂrpm-
posals, it would be futibe w0 engage in blanket
appoenion 1o the whole package.

Therefore the mest consructive thing that RDS
can do B 0 understand the way oor rElway
services will now be managed and to wark with
prospective operators 1o crsure ey develop

their services in accordance with our mims,
Perhaps RDS could cven consider setiing up a
company 0 operate some af the framchised
services on @ “rail friendly™ basis, By using the
changes 10 our sdvantage, we can really sdvance
our couse. By lobbying agaiss them, we will
mecrely become sidel as another
pressare group with litthe infleence on policy.

Dhavid Stevenson, 55 Western Boad, Winchester
Dead ducks

May | add congratelasons 10 you on the
B -.m:r:ynrﬂ.ilwm.lﬁnﬂ it & very
Inberesting Mmagazine.

Mr general resction w our malways' plight is
one of extreme I am nct mneensed 1o do
msch absut making improvenenis, because |
feed that 1, as an indvidual, am prety powerless.
Mo, ® 18 & wery sad stsie of affaire and 1 camnot
see it becoming amy beier.

Orandiose schemes abound, bul thefe never
seems i be any “new” moncy svailable and all
these schemes rely on mvestment. The oament
picture presented B of & dow, menciless deter-
woration (Mo we know not what, from 8 fobuss,

thriving network which served us all,
A change of governmeni in Apnl held om o
;]m-d;:mﬂchwfu better, but in

my view, privatisation via this Govemment will

be & desd disic,
£ 0 Picksdone, 12 Yorke Avenwe, Marchsie],
Wrexham, Cheyd LLI 3 056G

A fare point

Whale on hellday in Southport, 1 iook the ogpe:-
banixy to travel 1o Manchester and Bury io wisi
the East Lancs milway. | wried w0 persusde
Southpont ticket office ll:r_#:tru-rl
docker bur had no oy simply
refused the nstrection and | ended wp books
anly & far 58 Manchester_ | made the misske
going 10 Prcadilly and not geming off at Dieans-
Este which is a far better cannection.
After fing the ticket machne, | olaained
8 micket Bary s £LH off-peak retum
wills the £5.50 Manchester potum, this
testalled £7, 70, compared with Lass year's £6 40
The tram i certainly mther nicer than the old
Bury onits and rides betier tham youar seconsd
artiche led me o expect, Acceleration on the
fully reserved section s extremely rapid,
However, it doss seem to ke an age W e
irom Piccadilly ta Victoria,
| concluded that bow-speed rumning is & mos
afier ot beast hall & dozen pedestrisns had to be
hoosed o of the way! One athlets rype man-
mged o0 run  dagonally scroas the  street
simewhal cuifscing the tram.
Throsgh fares are available from the metre
ichoet machines s all ef Manmchesier BR
skafion: fof natence, er Pcesdilly w

Late might busex: | don't shink ihe editerial reply s Richard Warking of Horncasnle was reafly odequate
{Ratbwatch $3). Hormomtle did eomor bave @ raibiay stofion bet @ the end of @ branch line from o rural
Junction {feell aow clased), One could scarcely pa forward @ comvinciag cme for its reapering or oven
retention. Even [f the lime hod been retaimed, il wourld he no guarasier of an evening service, People firom
paces like Norncasle should be able fo make day tripe by prain, withowt relying ow car owners fo ferry
phies to andf from e raithead. There in o segele way of erusaring this and thar is to peovide Lave-nipht buies
Jrom the raifhead timed b0 conmec? witk specific frovas Simon Nerton, & Hertford Street, Cambridge

Laie might trains: Britizh Rail dealt o bow to iravellers on the 51 Pancras io ShefTheld line by making
the last departsne oul of 51 Pamcras on & Ssturdsy eveslng ut 2115, | can remssmber the time when
there was & half paat midnight irsin. For ssme vears there has been & I35 depariure which has
sometimey mesnt soms andety and o soramble if one's theatre performance im the West End ended ai
ahout 23,00, Mow all ldeas of @n evenimg of the theatre are oul of the guestion. | am pow relired and
cun et fo Londos on 8 weekday, But it does mean theairegeers who are still werking can no longer
emjoy a Salurday eveming af 8 West End ihestre, anbess they stay in London overslght of course,

M J Armodd, 14 Midway Bood. Leiceuer LES ST

Readi

In fact for pesengen travelling wahin Geemer
Manchesier, the tram i ' free within the
city rome - bt not for those holding tickets. from

outsidle Cirester Manchester.

1 tend o think that i W unnecessary 1o uproos
rwo suburban rail lines, cspecially if the wo
operators can’l of won'lt work . s this

D J Cargill. 23 Harvest Rood, Feltham, Midds
Taking political sides

Obviously there  musch debase ol the momen

on the Futare of cwr rail network and the Gowenr™s
ment’s plans. Generally there is much thai can be
in RDS's stance on the issse but | do
think the orgamsaton reeds 10 go further.
The jssue of Railwatch which came oue befiore
the election almosi said: “Don’t voie Tory™, but
ROS"s meutrality in the policical debate i fally,
D nateonal exeouiive should say we emdorse
Labour amd Liberal Diemocrat mil palicies, We
should oppose the Government openly.
RIS has a powerful membership hase and it is
tiene thel resource was used re had Fever
boer & mode crucial time for & public mansport
campaign 1o Work i the political arema.
Simeon T Mawtin, 2 King Streer, Chertiy, Surrey

Counting the cost

The loss of through InterCity services 1o Telford
{a development area) and Shrewsbury is symp-
romatic of she smplisic, Bocountant-Siven
deciions now being made by an apparently
putbeia R sensor managenent.
While it may be operaticnally convenient fo
confine throwgh services po only the busiest pans
al the system, BR s never goang o entice ~
even retaan nervous, beavily af cldrr;
custoeners if they are ncreasangly bo be forond 16
tralns part way. W is claimed that there

will be g “smple crons-platform connection™ but
is that even guarsnieed?
Instead of Blackpoal losing it through London
service, the obvwus sobstion is elecirificsics
from Presion, What other destinations are on
EnterClity's hie hs? | fear that the downude of
East Coast masn jsne edecorification could be the
end ol ihe King s Cross « Hull service.
It is surely im everyone s inicresis, incloding BR,
the kocal councils and the nation, i find ways of
mainining through sernces, (therwize we wnll
see the progressive Inimcation of the main moet-
wark and overall loss of cussomers,
I Bareis, 41 Fatrmead Avemar, Harpeaden, Weris
Time's up for roads
The Depanment of Transpor wants o build &
mdtorway link road from panctian 38 of the MI
i the MED, u.mﬂgls milllicn despiic &
fierce local opposition. Nobedy wants it
The money would be much betier spemt o
rebuild the local milway line snd o recpen W
wath eight smisons, giving & service 1 Sheffield
and Leeds,

P Oidroyd, 211 Midiand Rd, Roysion, Barnley
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- Choking our children

Briesin is fowtiag ver another Furopean Com-
mission podlotion directive. B has fabed o ake
acton W Cwrh siv pollunon from  nitrogen
dioxide which casses nsghnm and bronshitis

The rmsult = thar Broish Bospeals se now

fbooded with children suffering From thes fwo
ailmems. The priree pollvier i the car.

The wais &pedt of ths epsilemes & that 1 s
being hidden. The Government kas failed. as 0
was ofibered 1o do, m collect proper in{ommation
about levels of the pallution.

Im fact it does worse, i pots oul sistisikcs rens-
sunmg cily dwellons that their asr quality i “very
when the opposite is the case, parscularly
ar the coniral sml inmr cny pones. The Cover-
nrmeene’s [igures are highly suspect.
&1 the lnst Pedger, the Bmtish Government
sttenapled 1o shunmlate car sales whith tax indoil-
ives. Im fact it is required under Ewropean law o

ensct bepislsion s Mg enissions of nitrogen
droxide and =e1 ap =aisns 16 aensor o, I has
3l o dio boch

Dunns the 1US0E wheein Mres TRosches preem-
peied e marvels of the “preat car coomoms”™,
levwels of the = ficieandd By 431 per cem,
Mow 19 million people in Britin hve i ascas
wheet exoeed EL levels

A Frnemds of the Earlkh ssrvey showed thal
there were substsniml increases in nitrogen
deoxide crssioes where there s boon ma)jod
rosd boilding. It & calling on the Govenimont
e cansel e EX0 Bl o] busldeng peo-
praneme, The Government's respomss wad 10
quecston Folk's survey

Mow' hough the Banopean Loamimissiones o
the Envercnnscrd Karcl van Meert has begun
legal proceedings apsina the Govemment in
Deraher. Wmch o s2e how  the Brnrish
Gowvermmens will try 1o wriggle ous of [kt one

Keeping track on the world

Irerraaiingly we are facing W fo Ove fad?
Bridaim cam ma leaper gfferd f enid iw
splendid trofetivn fia the modera world,

While osr povernsents drugele fo come fo
lerms wirlh even e simplesr dooks, fer afoar
the cowmpler task of evpoaiting @ proper frams-
port Eysfem, Eurcpren amd affeer couniies ane
Jorging afead
High-ipeed mmin drer are being by amd
plamned, alomy with new meire systemr, s
in placed diiveineed by fnle Eeplandery ai
backward. Mm rodl terms, Briloin has muach fo
feawny frove pv pcgphibeurs, parficiarly iw
Ewrope.
Kerpdng wr i dowch with rodl developmeniy in
thé redd of thve warld 7 the dndermaffonal amad
EC comminies of ROS. John Sarfield, a
gafward of KIS and fee cammiiiiée o pears,
explaius whar the comsiiifes kas Beem dadrg.
RI¥S has alwayx beem a keen sapporter of closer
linds with Burnpe. We bave worked with hike-
minded bodies. ssch ss the Chanmel Tunmel
Sorialeon 1o schieve this col.
~mmpaigning was stepped wp for the Ewo
glections of 984, Then of comrse Eu ook
centre stage with the Eurctunnel bid of 1986
and the Act and Treaty of 1987,
S that pima,. Hhe comnuited hax spent much
cffort in promoting rail links w0 the mennel,
mcloding orpusing the branches o @ES fast in
the staiutory consuliaton with BR requared by
section &0 of the Channel Tunssl A, Apan
from the msues of Cusfoms, immigratson mnd
security, we have mrgeted on funding. routing
and fiming of construction of a hagh speed link.
While cveryant secms o agres it is nocded ol
Briain & i secure the maxemum benefit from
e fuims] wWhen il opens in 19793, no-one soems
prepared 1o pay for it or, for that mater, have it
= their back yard,
In amsociwison wiith the Londom ard Fomse
Counties bramch, we held & seres of seminss in
Ashilond 10 promete the link. Bul for the third
tme in alennsy &5 many years, we ae studying
and commenting an the latest proposals for o
line through Fasi Losdon
The recent mmouncenseml from the Government
that it myost slso cater for dreigh wafiie jooks
set 1o deloy things funher. 'We pow unfor-
menately face the hedicrous possabilicy of TGV -
sayle ruing popping cut of the wimel 1o dis-

porge passengers al @ lemporary halt sonwe-

where near Ashford, Fven as | write, the con-
rection of an ergoally nooded InBcTEaIoRE]
pateway stuion ot Ashford is the subject of yes
another re-appraisal. The prospects for through
traies &0 the regions of 30 on mpepchange o
Lomdon Kings Cross sterm as nenofc as ever
Howewer, with the incressing power and indlu-
ence Gl the Emropeas Commuistion and
Parliament, we have somght w0 build up our
coneacts with 8 body of pro-gail MEPs,

Ot of those MEP:, Bnan Ssmpson, was gucs
speaker of the 1921 RDS Rasl User Groups
conferends ui Bairmengham, We alio Bave rwo
MEFP vice presidents.

The BEC direcved in 1991 thai sll Bwopesn
railways should separate their infrastraitire
from their eperacens, It is also orying o encour-
ape combaned transporl. and  inSermational
opermling agrecments berween state  rmlways
and has ambibous proposals for a Baro high-
speed mil mperwork, Even when the Channel
Tummnel 15 compleied, there wall =il be plenty
for the crfmiee 1o da, wcludaig pressing for
beteer links with Ireland. The original aam of
the 19691 mifrasrocire direcive was Is creale §

level playing fiedd for road and ragl. Howewer,
i judge From meoent BC t:fl.'“l'll'--lh the ol
lobhy sppesm 0 have hijpcked the commmxisn
in the same way o ook over Bntne'™s Depan-
ment of Transpon

The commities s camendly acklieg the prob-
lema af sddinonality, the proper allocation of
Evropran fendmg 0 UK proects, VAT on
fares. nnd inemational tcketing which was the
subgedt of 8 159 KLKS fepoi

Ax the commabee’s conmmibation o 1993, we
have been giving encourapement and sappost o
poneral secoctary Trevor Cafmpd in |'Il|.|h]|\h1|1|1.|
European milgude.

Feomm the hame Bl the Cosmifibee Was iNEugy

rabed m [9TH, we have Kept in louch with the
Morly Amencan scene, We pegulaly -.*.ln.'h.l.rl.ge
literabure with groups m MNew York. Dalks and
Gieorjpa a3 well a5 wrying o beep abresst of the
activities of the national mil presssne grosp in
Washimpron, the Maooeal Associanon for Bail
Passengers

% We are abfe o offer o lecre on the history
and wooricings of Amorak

4 Ideal Christmas gift for a rail fan %

Yiou can pressnt your fends of family with a gilt of ADS membership lor Chestmas
Thay will gat a year's subscripon o ADS, which includes lour sues of FAalwach. As a

Bpacinl bomus, Hay will dlae
coats £1.80. (Fightng lor

it e ooy of e ALS book Faghtng fod Fail which nommafly
il ig nod avadable for it membershag Al concessomnany rales)

ROS iz able o campasgn lor baler rail sendces in Brlain - only with your batking. This bs
lafy urgenl &l the momanl with e Teeal o e netwodk Bom pivaESAEON proposals
and the growing iwansness of the nesd lor &n emvironmantally sensibis ranspon sysiem

EDS pumiber if available.

Please sond a cand and a free copy of Fiphting for Bail ia

Sand his deem with § chagus for £10 10 Frank Hasliiow, 45 Imham Road, Four Oals Subion Coldlakd
Wast Mdiands 874 2TC. For lamily rafes fee pandd on back page. Chaguerm payable b ADS
Plaass alow fed woss b7 delvary

LA
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Hyacinth -
is on
our
side

ACTRESS Patica Routledge has ot
invimbon ic be o vice president of the society. Miss
who it known w millbons is her c role
umf&:-ml{}u:hlhﬂmhqhhﬂﬂc_wm
Eeoping Up Appearances is a great fas of rail traved,
Rather thas drive, she uses traing as her madn mode of
tzavel in & bosy schedule and recently spoke in a TV
imlerview af the sdvastages of mil mavel
She recently won a British Comedy Award for her
portrayal of Hyacisth and has enjoyed o distinguished
career on bolh Edes ol the Atantic, i ol
ranging from Shakespeare io Breche
ls_h: wmmLTmr Awn.rddu hest sctress in lm:u;jl
of her in Darling e Day on Brosdwsy
years ago. She bas mlso sppearsd in Odbert and
Sullivan ions and in an impeessive [ of
proprammes o TV and mdo.
Farewell: 11 18 with sadacss, however, thal we have i
repont the death in August of the Very Reverond Johi
Hesbert Severn Wild, ose of cur longesi serving vice
presklents.
In the 15960s he igned vigoromsly agaanss he
mandoswnn of rail b the Monh Bast, is petiremeni
b oontinued b0 take an active mmleresl in our woek,
He was nm experi on timetables bu:l..ll.l-uﬁu:l.nl:llim:
for many odhier taiereste. For moee than 30 years, unsl
1973, Mr Wild was Dean of Durkam. He staried ks
carecd as a cursic in MNewcmsile, before J
l:luﬂiin and later Master of Usiversity College,
Uiy

Staiwan record: Anciher B0 member of many yean
sianding, Richard Hulse, has died. He was aclive
in our Mudlards bramch and, for mock of the | he
afso played & part afl national bevel, erving on the
national  cacculive, reopemings  Comemities  and
branches and users comumitice. Afer bis reamement
{reamy the engineering indusiry, he moved 1o Y orkshire,
a county for which be fiell affection, Richard was
a keen cyclist, being a life member of the Cychag'
Touring Club. He cclcbeaicd his 70th bimthday by
cycling from York to Scarborough!

The vice presidents of RIS have slways been chosen
to mepreiend 4 wide mange of mea and women in the
pubsdic eye.

There i mow & vacascy snd ibe asticasl executive
woald like 0 make a somsnathon o the AGHM next
year, Uememl secretmry Trevor Gamod would he
indeesiod [0 reooive suggetlions fiom momberi

Winning ways
The KL moathly loitery is becorming e
cvery month. The winners for 1 were Ma M
Redmond, Billericay £6280, O Calvert, Lomdon
£39.25, Mickacl Gooder, Kesdiag £21.53 A B Harvey,
Detby £1570, Joas Rusirick, Whilchaven £7.83,
Gikes Angell, Kidderminsicr £7.85,
Sepember: Mass | Hor Souihses £66, B Neville,
BT Paingioe f tmr o £15.50; Dave Flaming.
mgion, , cIEng.
Ealson £8.23, 5 1 Griffiths, Nobtingham £8.25.
Crinber: F O Challis, © £66, 1 L Homon,
Siowmarket £41.25, P ] Pricher, Berkhamsted £24.75,
E H Dewhurs, Southampios £16.50, C Lisdley,
E;ljl:; Colificld £235 Dayvid Marsh, Duopblene
I you wonld Tike so poin the lodlery far one vear, send
& chegue for £12 i Finch, 28 Meville Avenue,
Eiddormimster, Worcs DY 11 TAL Make U
payable 1o RDS and remember io inclode your
membership number,

L

By Giraham Malty
Many business tavellers we cars when their
lfestyles would be enhanced i they wem by
train.
Many ore ersnared in the company car trap
where they are provided with a car and expecaed
o wse it
Chbsrs are cwner dnvers who fr:-Tmhl e the
cash mcentive of being paid high mileage allow-
B rabes

Self employed people like me often use the Gar
a5 3 fEaser of Raks),

When my bsiness expanded inlo manufaci-
img oudic smplifiers, | evpecied po vism
gpeciaking hi-fi shops arand Brican by car s |
could give demonserations.

Bul it soom becaimse I thal car Iravel was
very tiring. Om one occasson | drove from Derby
g Cambrdge. hang the Mogingham sush hour
and faking almost an howr to get round the iy
and then om w0 Seafford, coiching the wors of
the M6 eviming peak om the way,

By Spm that night | was aleeady i bed
e LETEE

The following day | had an appairtiient in
Boussemiouch and mravelled by trman From Blirm:
ingham Inlernasonal That evenimg | was able 1o
joun feiends in Derby ot the pab, ully refreshed
thanks o a relaseng erash pourmney.

On ancdther occasion, | had an iment im
Marth Londsn ot Sam, Afver leavimg Derky by
road befiore fam. | arrived shatmered 20 915

5o | decaded agaim wo oy & comvbination of car
anel trun b0 vissl one ol my besl oustonser in
Watford, | deove the M) miles 0 Muneaion
where | ot on & temn which 1ok ane lsar 1o
ged o Watford.

To visl anolber pocd cwsiemer in Radlen, |
drave 15 miles o Loughbosough. then sonk an
leterCoy  waan w Lueon, swiiching
Thameslink for the trip to Radlen.

[ stared po visit iwice as many shisgs once |
began oo sell intercomnecting cabdes For b
mmplificrs, 'I;hr:mmnhn increased with the
MECessH as o pamicdc m wls fgr
new customsis. By sprmg of mi-'_ Tﬂ wisdi-
ing cusbomiers old and new every Tuesday and
Theamday o carm new coders

A big problem in changmig frem car eravel o
fail is camying all dhe senples and papersork
nepded for the day's buxincss. A car can be
bagded wrh everything of conceivable use amd
nsare

When wravelling by train, you o only ke s
el a8 vou can carry, First you ave o decide
exactly what you need. Then pack it 30 i can be
cailby carned by hamd

Ta wsdin amplifiers, 1 desi 1 a mimple
'id:.u!.!?plllq' '|.|.]|||.-h|l-I conihd hﬂdﬂ? (o] L"1I['I'h!
anmgplifics.

If you kewe more then two hands wonh, vou
mecd 8o plan the joummey and Conmectnns WETY
carefullly to avosd stmire.

When | do use the car. | ofien beeak the day
wih a wrain jowmey. On o cr wmp s 'Wes
Youlshine. | decided 8o park the car @ Loeds
station and pke the maim o York. On another
car wnip o Avieshury, | parked the oo om0
Leaghion Burzsed o vistl & cusiomer in
Wik

0 hoth coosvions, | was kess tired than if | Bad

=

= 2=

ToP TIPS

& Llue il for all jowrmirys of ever sae howr

® If you do wiw rhe dar for @ beap dav v,
break the jowrney with a side irip by rail
lrﬂnrud{rbﬁdmnﬂ_ﬁ.rminip

® Devign @ comfartable meoni of corrying
awkward gamples s0  srerytiioag,  becleding
mewspaper, Snacks and radncos. can be carrind
willy fwo haadi

& fr prepared for traind fo rum fafe, eipecialiy
wlies plaaniag coanstion

® Cory & cempliie Gmelable ﬂ'ﬁ Lo L
chawpe rour plani

W Mrive fo plavens wlich are aal firreumsied
By drafffic comprilias

& Witk heary luppape. wie Sahivar witk car
pavks conreniend to boaking affices

@ Aveid thr Lomdan [Undergroead {f you have
Iyggage. Lir Thomesiink

® Choosr rmil rowter with posd frequency of
EFTTICET

W U're faxin from idationd i srcrpiary

W Use the ime on the train for paper work,
drafiing defrere and reading irade mapacines

® e Saver amd Superrover fickets where
poRiible

spent the whole day in the car. We ofien hea
complaings from peaple whe mrs mectisg
when travelling by wain and then resolve to g
by car next time.

| s fostunate that | ranely have io keep w0 stnic
mpposntment tinses.

B on oecssioss | have been early. #Swelling
from Muneaton o Pelersfichd, wah g . neu
cofinectyans & Coventry, Reading and Guild
ford, | reached my cudtiomer’s shop befone ham
The choice of midhesd io sart o joamey @
important. The rosd pumey i be ressensbly
free of wralfic so that joumey time can be aoog
raccly predscted.

Avimil poads which corvy heavy moming nust
hour Eraffic. The stabon car park shoubd T
plenny of spaces wisible on entry =0 you da no
have o drve roand beokeng for s space. 17 you
wre carrying heavy kand boppape. the walk fror
thst car park 1 boaking office w6 plarfonm mus
be s short as possible

Lomg diives thrcugh slow submrban strects and
kang wallk from the car can be discouraging

Crossing London is & serices discouragement it
rall travel, The Londen Undergroond = & mar
vellous way to travel betweon temminal statian
i vo have only a light brief caxe but wah twe
beenvy cases, it is ma Fun at all.

But | have discovered how wonderfial Bronde;
South ssticn s Thomeslink services ane
allvwmg me 1o avoed Vicesna Lindergroun
#aibon in the rush hosar.

Thameslink 1% & tredmemdous improverent 1o th
quality of rail joumeys throagh London an
praase in e v all i BR who have made it

e




usiness

i sclisons 1 many mese ourcy probices
tve salufions 1o many more gumey

For jouwmeys to the west of London, | truvel via
Muneaan, Covenery and Resding.

But muoch coald be dome b0 convinos the peblc
that investment in rail is beder than spending
moncy on an even bigger M25,
Fnrﬂewhlr:lub:mﬁhﬂnnﬂ‘mmm
£EE, e Fregquencies on all skon usban
mlhurhmdn:hehllfhmﬂ}'nrhﬂ.lﬂ

Most people think that using & car would
emable me to call oa e cuslomors during
= nrking day. Hut by rail, | can start ouf
roand work later because it s ol 0
nz.
CLESIOMNETS AFE &N lowrs amd witkan
v reach of statioss, IF | eravel by rmil, | =m
more refreshed whem | reach a customer al
Margase after o Five-hows journey by lnlndu-n
when visiting a customer in Bi
an hour @ the car. mmwrﬂmlmw
maore effective my sabex negotiations wll be.
Taxis sre slweys svailable s major il dstions
and offer bepler acvess be Jwn otmines than with
n private cor, parsoularly  wih  moneased
pedentrianization.
On & trwin, | can alleo use tEme fitably. cither
warking or esting, | always E"-r quarierly
WAT refurns on Eran ¥ mmnl sho nead
irade nes thoeoughly. In a car, sopping
W il w1t averall poumney Hime,
Saver md Suptﬂ.l.'n:f tickeis can make il
travel H’*tﬂ-ﬁl'l'lﬁ:l.lh'-‘# Fof eveiy poaifd sped!
on petrod, ﬂphnupn-'rdl;.lnlnnm:lrdTm
sefcing. maintenence and deprecistion,
A Superwver beoloets do mal allow 3 break an
the cerward . ey usyal plen b g0 wian
[ L] i reach the fwchest call @
W cn Waen sed 1lam ond work back wow-
ards Drerboy, breaking the jourmey on the retum.
Lockily the milway netweek is very flexible in
the choice of nsutes. | can think of at least 30
valid wayvs o eravel from Derby o (Glasgow. So
only occasionally do | need b0 buy extra nekets
o imake addireona] calls aff the direct rouie,
T}wﬂrﬂhﬂirynf::immtmm
agency is mmpodtam privacisation will be n
disasher leﬂthrilhﬂi!ﬂdhjﬂﬂlﬂ
Hailways Inie
Fos FPumeys i e Soeth Cousd, | can keave
Dby at Gam and be = Boghion by 9 Wem o
Maigare by | lanm o Supersayer rales

Rail wravel in Britnin s good, but could be very
much Betzer. From my travels, | have seen many
COTTLE B 10 IMPToVE services.

There are many good ressons wiy we should
TACOUTRES MOfE Uae of rail ITanspar 3= &N
abemative oo the prvale car, Reducing acci-
dents. pollution. stress, congestion and ovenall
cosd mre the obveous ones,

Tho wide choice of il sorvaces avaslable 0 me
hes msde o sipnificant pesitive impact on ey
businsess onableng me fo visd many long dis-
mnce cusiEeTs and open New BOCTENG B D
rewgll | cemainly woald not want se dnve the
lomg distamces | cover by irmin.
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LOCAL ACTION

Midlands

The Smow Hill = Smethwick West route is o be
W, umnpm?:ymiﬁum <4
= utharity o
5 Oczober and will fupd the £23 million scheme
with contributions from =ale of W Buses, from
the Bupopean Comsnumity and from BR, The four-
mile line will have three nicmscdiale slabuyis at
Wywe Street, the Hawthoms and Galesn Junction.
ﬁhmﬁmwﬂmmmnhﬂm
1972 amed RDE - which

ariginal closure - has spent the MM=
mlrmmmpmq hlhmﬂ subsarhan
trains

A mhnu af raal demand asd capacity
i thee Weest hiid has reported that Mew Sireet
mmmmuf#nmmwuh
shaowrber ling and faster, remo-
delhed m-:h remodetling of Pronl

House Junciion fl al=n sudy
mTudrd that ﬂh;:T mpntﬂmll fior
increasigg il Joadenge and reposts that the
l!T!‘ﬂ':.r‘pﬂmtl.I] exists om the Castle Bromwech
route, The RDS campaign for o direct Walsal] -

Walverhampton servioe s endorsed as emtencly
Teasihle.

ImterCaty plans for a pew Heastlends sation have
been rephased beyond the caiginal 1998 tarpet mio
an usknown sevl cemtury dale, Its fulere will be
resolved im Aprl 1993 feamibality ame viabil-
iy smuidss become avallable, The privatisation
m-m will adso bear heavily on InuerCiey's
re decisions on this £30 millkan project,

Tramload Freight has put Borward plans w0 sever
and single the | 2mile Walsall « Dudley « Soour.
brdpe line. This roube s eventually s have it
traches shared by a Midlend Metro zervice and the
WHIFTA ks lodped objectioss @ Railfreight’s
proposals. RDS Audlands has o the carly
ineroductson of & hadf-bourly diesel multiphe ani
semi-fast service over the Dudiey lne.

From My I‘H‘l.'!._:dﬂwmt Semtheas will be
ewicndang 9 new Turbos via Leasmisghon
Eight ®erworker Turbcs wall run each way per
beyween Marylehone and Hismingham Seow Hill
Also Srratfond-on-Avon will have one Tarbo raim
each way 1w mnd froe i and 8 Pl
service with Oxford. The Turbos will alio operase
regular servioes along rhe Cotswalils line
Midlands veer groups mn looohasled charters
;h'lm 5I'l'ilfﬂ'd;- Ll:ndu#-'r«;. (! ml:é;-d frnim
ution Coldfield o Etl]'hl:ll:ﬂg L] emiber.
Both iscemed o financiol loss but ma well. The
brunch will be marking its 40 years history m
Mevember, The cripinal Railway Developement
Association commitiee firg met on L1 Movember
1952, Sadly s founder neember Bichard Hulse doed

m lale July. A soll active early Sl commitiee
membet b Hasrilow,
Alam Bevam
Scotland

The massive chosures proposed For the coal mdus-
Ey peompl us 10 think af the pamlicls beween coal
and raill mlusiries. Both are being slimmed down
for privatisation

Jast s the coal ndusiry has soffered from a dis-

astroms lack of a matiomal encrgy pobwy, so the
n|M}uﬂtﬂT¢nﬂ|fm¢ Lsck of apy oo-
ombinaled trams

Wl'lulehmh-:nutlﬂmlmwhjmmmnm
foroes, their main competiton, the nuclear

indusiry
and road basilding respectively, benefit from ms-
sve Govermment subwerd ions.

Indeed the parallel i such that pressaie from e
neschear power and mad lobbies kas resudied in
while wich the Tomei
:Em-:}w& IF.EFI: had been :‘H

B ENIraVAEANCT, winildd have
r:rml'nd'hyﬂt‘l"uq'lrﬂr mh;ﬂrﬂmt.
furare gencratbans will wonder shy we

in power stations while abandoni A
veserved of cosl. Similerly when the odl runs o,
prople will be aghast af the dssmimeies cofne-
guences of W increming our dependonoe om ol
tramsport. The Government has published o com.
sultation paper on local povemmend refomm with
e ing feeem 15 10 31 single teer authori.
ries for |
The bmnch will be making & submission that there
musl be some provisian for Lgger sulbomes o
deal with frenspont planming and co-crdmation.
One aption for example woukl be the exablish-
meent of five or iy passenger rangeam eXcealives,
covering the whale of Scorland.
The banch ha writlen W all five Tory back-
benchers m Scodmnd plemling with them o ensure
that any system of rail pnvatsation will fot make
the network more difficull 1o use for passonpers
and that any system of franchising should be
conditions] upon through toketing, smoceplance of
all raileasds and rover rickets and praper time-
tablex comtaiming aff services.
T|'|¢ i:u-:-r pesiribed ou as mm exmmple of how mot 6o
s the Fact hat the Former Highlands sl
I:lu.rh:l: velopment Bournd comprebwrsive tinee-
table has been dropped Because i coukl no longer
be guarmnieed fo b acoursic as a ol ol bes
deregulation
Dither issoes which the branch has parsacd are il
use for 8 barytes mine in the Highlands af Perth-
shire, raal acoess o oul-af-town leoibal] seadis nd
o submission i ihe Scoftish Select Commstiee on
links betworn Scotland and the Channel Tennel,
Dhnsiplnn Simenri

Lundun and Home Counties

slests, Secremany of State for
J'-u'hnh'l' iregor pave comsent for clos-
‘l"t Hill samticn in 1992 and withaddrawing
trann sorvices befwoon Liverpoal Sirect and Wal-
foad Junction {vis Pramrose Hall) and Richuncnd
{via Gospe | Chaly.
Becsuse of fleoding, the last trains did nol actsally
serve Primrese Hill. Bricish Radl mnincsned s
coaniermipt fior wh have tned 0 use he
service by fafling e semd anyome there o wam
[PEETIECTR.
Since the s were re-mutad, the service wus
progresarvely oul ental 9 kad only one frasn from
Waeford in 5;: msorning and one trun back in e
eveming. Even this traim failed 10 nen half the time

There were of course plenry of people who wanted
0w these trains bt they swidched s other nsane
relishle, if avercrowded, services, BR's frusarating
and deceitful polickes have, however, been cone
doned by the Secremry of Sume, This closare
demomsirates the impotence of the Paesonger's
Charer which gives no puprssios of & msrinem
siandard of servece.

Ir alss highlaghts b continumg undes-funding of
BE by the Government which ity funds rood
buildimg. We must be ready 1 defend mil senoces,
particulasly im the encomasingy of praval=aslon
Hiwawrdl Thoniii

Envelope re-use labels
RIS envelope re-use labels are
available with the slogan: For
Cleaner Air, Go by Rail.

£1.80 per 100 post free from
RIS Sales, 139 Harrowdene
Gardens, Teddington, Middx
TWI11 0DN. Cheques payable to
Railway Development Society.

e



LOCAL ACTION

Lincolnshire

Cuive: We welcomsed the pesiomibion of ihe
westhound ocurve between Marsh Monb and
West Jenetiors neas Grinesby. It will improve
aocess 1o Oomsby's Unson Dok for steel
impons. and exporis.

Ssocking n.E: An observant RDS member af
Bamneiby, Ur Don Pracock. who spotted &
unadverised mid-afiemoon empoy di:ud‘rrmltl-
ple  unil working betwesn Lcoln  amd
Cleethorpes hus had his sopgestion w5 make &
an adverised warking mben uwp by Regiconal
Raslways. A pew 1503 Lincoln — Clestbomes
entened the Manday 1 Fridey ismetable from 28
Sepember, but regreitahly soa late 1o make the
prsied book. Only the sccompanying sapple-
meni shows i On Saberdsyvs, #1 nans from
Lmcoln & 133] over ithe mwme route. This
working does appear is the dmetable, In boh
wased the working makes public an extensson of
existing Mewark - Liscoln servaces, The pew
services afe parncalarly welcomse af Market
Rasen, Bameiby' and poems nomh s they will
fill wha was o regretinble gap in the aficrmoon
servies of some theee sl uiﬂT!' Brurs.

RS hay joimed the campaign by leaders of
isdusiey, commnerce and economac develapnsend
in both Humabemide amd Lincolrshie o per.
mmide  |merChy o reverse  aix  planned
withdrrwal i May 195 of the once.a-day
Cleethorpes 1o London direct 129 serviee, W
have poifted out that it might Be part of a plan
w wighdraw all peripheral InterColy operanans
o iy up” jts Business before privatisition

Flag=hip problems: There are worrics aver the
rehabilsty of the new Cleethorpes - Manchesier
158 servace. We meoonamended such a service i
our Rail Seravegy published lasa year bui lae
running affected the service badly an the firm
few weeks and sl doss fromn ke 10 Hme
Many problems accer beiween Brocklesby and
Scusuhorpe where the new howrly service shanes
the mill infrastracture with the mnpored inos one
and coal workings  from  [mninghsm o
The reme e sl sspnalled by
enechankcal boxes, mesch of W under ahsolue
block working, with some kong sections, The
longest of these 5 between Elkham  ond
Appleby (4.7 miles) over a track fonmabon
tumnl by subsidence ond conmsequential
spocd Festnctioes, causing freight roins 16 ke
up ie 1 minutes s clear, Even worse bos been
& spase of (reight omin fadlores cavisng b
long delays whale an asssing engine has been
sl
Adopeed: We have weloomed the decision of
South Yorkshire Passenger Transport Excculive
1o sponscr the bourly Doncasier — Scunhorpe
spopping  wnin. Thes supplements the 158
Manchester service and  effectively  gives
Boanibvarpe a Sl-nuinuge trasn service 1@ Doa-
cusier. The PTE now pays £40066 o year o
suppat the service even though, beyond Thoene
South, it crosses #fite Hemberside, Happily
Humbeesbde County Council i co-operating by

comtributing £5,000 1o the FTE in recogmiion of
the benelits i Crowle, Alkorpe  onid
Seunchorpe.

Bamethy: This by jurction samicn which basi
it gaticn sl in 8 cost-cufting cuencee on 30
May sill lcks the promised “long line” PA
sysdern Which would ol lenst sdvise customsers
of delays and dmruptions. With wo island
platfonies. confusion cocurs when trains ape
diverted from ihear usasl eouse. RS mensbers
are momitnng the situsiion afd ketping &
demsier of incidonis

knnt hine: The branch is delightsd wih the
increased rul service an the joant lime which has
effectively  dowbled dhe 1 between
Steaford and Spalding. The new service pros

vides additponal services between Deomcasacr,
CGainskorough, Lincsln, Sleaford. Spalding s
Peterboroagh. s imiroduction, unfortunately
willy listle poblicily. s a precurscr of oty
mlpm-.-nu:m aver the nexi five yeans thasks fo
2 43 million fnancial package mpresd berween
Lincoinshire Coumty Counsil arsl Kegenal
Railways Hefler sefoees, new sintions and
level crossing modemisation will sec revense
rise and infrastruciere coses fxll. We bave bong
advoraied these improvemesits wnd the commiz.
mifl 1 new  sivions ol Doningos  snd
Pinchheck. They kit their serveces mn 1960, An
RS tu-mrar and sporsored gyl mde 1o Don-
impten in 1957 helped 1o maoke this all happen

Sirategy: The branch = warking on a new Rail
Strategy fog Mid snd Sonik Lincolnshine whach
should be published i casly 1993, 1§ you would
like 8o submit ideas for possible mclusson in the
new strasepy. ploass costacy me ar M Whart
Head, Eslend, Scanthorpe DMLT 40W. | you
would ke & copy of our already-published
Scoth Homberside Rail Strnegy, send 30p

(chequen payable 1 RDS)
Brign Hoemrmgi

East Anglia

Apsociaigd  Brtish  Pors  manaper  Roben
Gravesiock has  ronewed  Bis  pressure  for
Lowemodt station to be chosed_ the line e back
e than half s mile miand and the redinilant
land o be sold B9 him “so thal the pon can
e

Under pressure. Regmonal Bailways agreed o
sumduct & prsenger sarvey for ahich ABP pad
jpart of the cost

The general secpeiary todd the local press abost
this amd, as a resull. the lemer columns of the
Lowemoft Furnal were full of comespondence
on this issue for dver rwa maonths

Those  cormespondents uppRing Mir
Gravesiock were outhumbered four o one by
i wanting the station o =lay whefe i b5 in
the own cengie and ondy o few mirwies walk
from the award-winming beach

Indhcations s s rex mis o dhe survey
were ales heavily i fiveor of keeping the
sagticn central, alibouph ol the wnse of writing
the results have mol been gublished

Crar corpormie member, the East Suffolk Travel-
lers” Association produced o Jeallet Keep

Lowestalt  Stmieon  cemiral wheeh his  been
widsely distribatod
Trewor Garvod
Wessex

Pablic problems: The branch i actively secking
assurances  of  thaowph  ooketing el G-
oedenmed timetabling 11, a% threatened, a lasge
number of framchised opemiors sprng up.
following 1he Govemnment’s White Paper on
privatisation
Freight rares; Freight ituses have beem wo the
fore reoomtly. The Midlsarst lime has been a1 the
mews with council plams o wam # ine 8 foot.
E:;hh Followiag local sction by mombsrs, the
ch is socking @ gramt 1o ressore pant of the
line fior freighe working. Mews has reached e
that charges o Feser Yeoman, shich uses rasl
for massive movemnenis of sone SffreEes. e
wel B go thessgh the moof, propardisang theis
Wessex operations. There have also been deli-
cate megolations conecaming the Post Oifce
& possible moves B swich jusk eail and
oiber traffic b the youds,
Rail snails: We had an inkeresting meeting with
Thamies Valley bromch which featored he
spal’s poce ImierCily Cross Cowmiry service
from Paale 1o nonhem pams - average 40 mph

End 1o negleci: The bramch has published jis

fir book for many years emtitled End of the
for Meglees sbout the Waterloo - Exeter
s encouraged by the level of
rem the book ha mised. We
we that Wilshire County
Council has given the reopening of Wikon
saizon prionty, sfier the mmprevement 1o Salis-
bury statian forecourt and parking layost,
Reopening reward: W'e were delighted 10 sor.
from the drafi Hampabire Counsy Council
Blic wWanspon plan that reopening of the
E;l.mdhnﬁm.l ne is in pale position. A geoal
reward for sl cur hard work on this prajece
Peter Arge

Morth West

Thee much-publiciied [merCiny withdrawal fiom
Blackpesl 2 the end of the sammer umetahie
went ahead despile a nsnonal ouecry. It has
been himed thar InberCity womld be ncresied
im resuming should the Blackpool kine be clee-
mified, The Morih West beanch launched a
beaflet, mlvocaring Blackpool = Manchesior
electmiszation, in Movensher,

Branch merabers wente ohjections o the poo-
posed closure and relocatson of Monecambe |
sialofi and wg iRade pepresenbaiions al the
Transport Users Consialiative Comminee hear-
ing held in Ooiober. Onee  again  we
ackmowledpe the sssbaance of our colleagues i
Yorkshire, who alse made ehjscnans

Inedicaibons From Regional milway s ssggest tha
closmre notices will seon be sppeaning for the
Frodhsbam — Halwon Junction lise, the darect
line from Liverpool io Menh Walss, When wall
i ol

Senous eracks have been discoversd in wo
arches of the Prodsham viadwst which camies
the Chester - Wamngron line over the River
Weaver, The engineer promptly hanned freight
tranns with an akle-load of 23 lonnes

Several daily oil rrams from Stankew ofl refin.
ery i Leeds and Jarrow were diveriod Foi four
weeks while nepairs were garmied oul. The
ihversiees, which reguired wo reversals, would
have been made much casser had the Helshy
Mouldswonth line, closed in July, Been mvail-
able. Unfortunately the jundction poirgs af
Helsby had been removed and replaced with
plain track. Mesnwhile the Morhwich — Sand-
bach lime, closed wigh the Helsby — Moulik-
worth. appears g have Been reprieved and o
used by cermin freight and enginecrs” imins.
The Bfanch Bas aken an ivieresd in the mode-
velopmeni of Manchedacrs Viewsia sstion
Regumnal Raillways peoject manaper Richand
Hrown explamed bow the rsilway willl be incor-
porated mibo (5 development of a 16, seal
oo stadium and shops. The Beanch remains
compoomed  aboul  delays i resepnalling  she
Viciria area ungil well afber the redevebopnsent
of Victona statson. The leck of capaciiy may
inkibia  famre  service  imAprovements i
Manchester, (i the benefit e, the redevelop-
et will take sccount of fubere electnfication
amal the simplified layoe will male the case for
elecirifying Viciona, s pan of o Manchesier -
Blackpasal scheme, mnch betior.

In the last Noih West pepon, we h;hhﬁll:ll
problems which would oecur with the curhack
of Chewter — Manchesier services 1o Alinn-
cham on Sandayx, forcing BR passengers o use
the Metrolink ligha rail system at ¢xira CAPRTING
to apavel onwards fo Manchester, Agreemeni
wias reached prioe 1o the san of the now timset-
able allowmpg BR tickets o be wvalid om
Metrolink on Sundays, Unforiunasely the main
tineetsble boards at Mancheseer Prccadilly give
no infedmatkon about the Metrolink connedtion
Iritead iis says No Swnbiy Service against all
the staticns between Altrincham and Chesier,
Rodserr Cunimimps




Severnside

Flass o three stations on the former Midland
roule from Bristal have been given backing from
Glowcestershire Comnty ‘Council environment commiit-
e, They wan o sec 3 mil service pestored a0

Charfield, Jumction, and Ashchurch. The
recenily formed Juncion Acison Commines,
prometed branch members, has put addicional
pressure on BE and the comncil for action on the same

roule as the popular Yoic @stion. The
environment oommiites i i msk the

[Department
of Transport 1o ke another lock & i forecases for
narw noads and the need 1o npgrade old ones.

w:mfﬂrﬁ'ﬁmﬂuﬂ-muuﬂ
wle the proposed would be a comvenient
rmilhesd on the Grem mnmunlnpr:pk
from  Lyncham, Cabne, Mabmesbury and West
Swindon,
A pew @stion 1o serve Bristol Rovens” new ground a
Hl]lm::uli:mwﬁm;l:t-udjﬂmhlyl'-eishuiq
bgﬂﬁmlﬂnrﬂﬂunl The present club
pround is at Bath,
Th:mhwdmﬁhwnﬂsﬁmufwnmm
the Brisal to Sevem Heach line has been grealy

Eric Barbery
Yorkshire

Nidey ¢ Infrasructare waork for tee Adnodale-
Whari electrification is now well under way. The
Bne wo lkley was closed for several wecks during
August o allow bridge end tennel work, However, we
still wwesit & break om the falling sock alber the
collapee of a leasing deal becawse of wncertainties over
privatsation, Correspondence: between RINS Yorkshine

Denis Bradbury and vamous Mimisters only
elicited the expecied buckpussing replics. s it now
laoks as thowgh we may be in for a repeat of the Leeds
= [Domcasser whereby eleciric services are
waugarabed wath ponatne unats from NSE.
s mil'p_-inn:[!nntduinmnhmu‘l_‘;-:
L] engaged in protracted cormspondends wi
an.uwuanmmudCT‘E‘leh:m—a]H

:mwnmhnﬂl'ﬂmpm-
!nhv:lmbrnn and the

= Miilford come under the
mﬂu:ﬂltl'nu b withhald details af e
services 1o be affecied by thedr closure plans, thus
making mamers mech harder for opponems. Our

preszare appears 0 be paying off, however, m'rn:?i:
--*'Il.‘.l:nmwm the Departmen of Transpan for
uwu?mﬂmp-mhnnfﬂm
“iﬂmﬂM|ﬁmnﬁmﬂmﬁm.

In a mmilar vein, we are also contesting the newly
imsned clauze which allows BR 10 “suspend” services
for wp 1o six months before issaing a closure proposal.
Thomgh desigred to clanify the sibestion where truins
have to be temporanly withdmwn on safety grosnds,
we are concerned that BR, or its privatized sucoesson,
could exploit this by delibermicly “suspending™ a
BETVICE prioe b0 Esuing a dlosane notice in an atbempd 15
chminale polential objectors  and present a faid
sccompli.

Asicern inicistive: The Yoekshire contribution 1o the
cumrent RS reopenings initiative is 1o mke the form of
lmiumMm.mDﬂmu.mmrupmmt
for reanitrodisction of e services on the i
ghey - Shafthedme Junction freight lime with new
stations af Askern, Moron, and possibly Womeniley.
Brighouse delays: The people of Askem might well
have some mme o wait for thesr rains if the expenence

of the would-be rail esers of B s A :
Thasagh sig of the Hahfax - Huddershield lne s
firmly om the West Yorkshire Passenger Transpon
Exccutive’s financial constraints mean that the

plansed openisg date continues w slip, Two years spo,
he reopening was two years away. Today it is still fwo
years away. Would enyome wager that, in mwo years
mime, it won't still be two years away?

David Piekeesgill

A flying start

By Johm Barficld
Theree cwt of four people questioned in &
Chi sd 'l'l:ﬂﬂ Er
:ﬂyllr
For yoars, most bong distance travellers in
America have chosen 1o go by adr and the
Oovernment has boen Iy contert 1o
But 1||-'I'||Ilt.| mumhr d:m'rmE
gridlock. ines are ing o g
with winglock. At the ssme time,
Amencan public is rediscovening the joys
nfnv‘clhuhytrﬂnuﬂpum pessure
on s moaid obdry imancd
adrinktration o improve services,
- R . S -
huildin;_luw lirpﬂuwnmpciﬂhh
;rm;mmﬁpmpu-m-mm

Mew sirponts are having o be built is
remnote swies which cani be Enked 1
e muagor centres of popolstion by high:

speed raill lnes,
Falmdale airport im Califormas = one
example,

m-mm :ﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬂw

“We can build more ssroplancs and we
cam even baaild more airporis,” said sena-
wor Daniel Moyniban. “Bet iy aswe
meight, we camniot build more mir space.”
The question is beng incress kel
howr il .ud-l.u'llri: mml;?]{m be
insegrased,
The Amenicans have watched the sucorss
of Esropesn sirlines like Lufthamss oper-
il ils own raal serviecs  Betwedn
pirpon and Bonn, Cologne and
Dusseldond. These trains sne schodulod as
“flights" in the metable and no re-hock-
m:uuqllndl:wurpm.
Mow they are
dosng somethimg simi
Swch integration is advocated in a Bew
book published i Mew York called
Saperirains.
It podnts out that Amiak caries more
between Mew YVork and Wash-
m the Pan Am amd Tremp
The book slso questions the LS. aver
reliance on cars and lomics from both a
strmtegae and envarcnmental sumndpaing,
Increasing sumbers of e are advecat-
i.uihj%h-qrmlnil:rhidcdrjn&d:af
ravel fof peomeys Betwiern and
0 miles.
Mﬂhﬂhlu up development of such

: Shemldnt we be

services? and foromosl B e
MMMCIFHIHJLH&
ol and aishine lobhies.

Bt & mew ern of supenrains is also being
delayed by the Fact that there is no lovel
playing field in deciding on funding for
rail, road and sir infrastnecture,
Rail passengers had 1o pay a 10 per cent
federal ax on all mil Gokets bot meest-
mmﬂl.'ﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬂ'ﬂ
d;grdl:p rmrlﬂrmm]mr
ﬁ st | oy
m'nm s u'mhd ploughed o
ing roads snd wirpoes! Amomk
also has g0 struggle wigh the roquarement

that developmens of hnih speed ruil st
favour the entire system with no pricnty 1o
sy pasticular cormdons or siaies. That is &
sure recipe for stagnatson.

Cutpoping presidem {imu";t Bush, an wil
man, has been no groat friend of the rail-
ways bat the new vice president Al Gore
has backed several ral schemes.
billkans of dollars for poads and airpors, the
stabe-furded Amdrak noiwork of passenger
ruins remains mlive only because Congress
and raill users have pefused 1 lel i des.
With dthe 43,000 mile inemsimie highway
sysiem, imitisted by the Eisenhower govem-
meepd in the 1950s, neasing completion,
gridiock and pollution arc showing =p i
weakneszes

The cremion of thay road network has coas
EEY halbion, three bmes more than was
expecied. Fusther mosd building s likely w
be swhjected to kostile puhlic senstiny.
Americans who mavel in Europe. aboard
madern efficient trains are retuming home
1 gk h-hylhn’ﬁm‘:hu Ihse saemic,

mﬁ by St I'-'Lmna Frg:.nﬂsp n‘;

Avenue, MNew York MY 100100 ISBMN -
206764

The practical diffscaltes of travelli

irain n America were explamed hyL?rlE
McKinney who visited Bnaim from ithe
limbe wwn of Geear Bend. Kansas, 0 he
wamis 1o ravel by train 10 Checa

the chalce af - che mrain ldl_l.'.ﬁehu
dnve H) males to Huschunson, Kansss,
whiere he can caich the 2.3 am eraim, amiv-

in Chicago &t 4.Mpm, The fare is £80
rtu?um I &F:.l.mrducmh onward
connectson o New York, he w hm:ln
waii seven hours for the nexi am, The cosd
rfunllunnhimuﬂ-:w‘:'mt would be

shaut £200 (with a slecping oompartmses
fior the: first 30 hours). o

If he wants 0 go west (rom Grest Bend w
Los Angeles, he again has a choice = of one
train. He has 1o dnve W miles w Dodge
City o catch the 7.5 =m tmmin via Albu-
T:l:mllr. amving n LA ar 7.0 am nent

y.

& Elecuificsion of Amorak's MNondhess
Comidor s proceeding apace, with 253
kilomeires of dogble-track mam  line
bereeen New Havem amd Bomion Eﬂ
wired wp for 25k services at a cost of
millioa, It is par of & plen @ rade ithe
whale mmie  belween Ht“'lv
Baosion,

# Waork has also staned on ing three
comemuter routes in Boston which closed n
19654, It is costimg £Y20 million.

® The Califomian eay of Oakland & con-
sideming using 114 kilometres of a8 Scethem
Pacific frevght-cmly lime 10 Farficld asd
Brentwood &5 5 commster route.

® An intemation| conference on milways
will be held at Wembley om 25-27 May pext
":1.’.’ Therme wnll b sessions on (reight,
igh-speed milways. regsonal  milways,
wrhan transit amd new pechnologics. Details
fream Sue Fry 071 835 800
® Your chance 1o hear Eurotennel chaie-
man Sy Alastaér Mogston comes s the
Railway Developmont Socwety’s  ansmual
meeiing s the Sicar Cenre, Ash-
ard, Kend, om | May.




A welcome back to the valleys

|

But not for penny-pinchers

By lam Hurray
Pussemgers have been Mocking w the new

South Wales rail service liunched at the mam of
e winler limetabls.

Afier bong snd hard campaagnimg by RDS
Wales Treanspom 2000, our vision has at
last come 10 frsiisen - bringing tains back 1o
Macineg sfver o JXoyear suspenaiin

They have boen very busy, with standing iraom
only on some services.

Demnand was so strong in the first weck tha
insemding passengers had 1o be umed away.

The sccond week saw the s PRovi-
son of buses by BE 1o cafry the people wha
could not i e the tains,

The scheme was fanded by Mid Glamongan
Coungy Cousal a5 the European Comsnusily.
It involved building four beanch line stations
aned Pwo stations on the main fine section of the
rossle bepween Cardiff and Brdgend, Two exira
stalpons, Maesieg Bwenny Road and Wildmill
imear Bridgemd) will be open by the end of the
Yeas,

The Govermmen s involvemeont was & iMpose
such strict spending restrmines tha only £4
million could be speni on the project, resalting
in minimal signalling chamges and branch lise
platiorms long emough for jus) rwo-car s,
Reliel rains 1o Macseeg of bonger traims are
itherefore out of the quesizon,

Flans 1o imcvense the line's capacily are nod
likely so be implenented for months or even
yeamn

The present service @ hesrly berween Cardiff
and . The makin line seations of Pencoed
and Posityclen bemefil froim oeme exirs fraans
aswell am a himiied Sendey servior from
Regional Pailways trasns heading from Cardaff
B Wea Walew

Feeder buas lanks freen meighbouring valleys 1=
Taondu are 1o commence shorly.

A train jousmey along this line is conainly very
wonthwhile, Maesteg (Fair Field) is situated ad
the head of the very picturesque and wide
Liyafi Valley and the train pumney is a very
pleasant experience. Full marks o Mid
Glamargen County Cosnell For puiting its faith
i the expansson of il services.

The Maesteg service could be the pewel in the
crown of the Valleys servioos, adcordang o
Councillor Brvan Fitzgerald, chuinman of the
highways and transport commilbee.

He sabd he was delighted o see that the coun-
il s mroney had been so wel] mvested

The new sialions, n fogional Colours, e vy
well die #d the new Pacer wnits travel
well on almest strapght wack within the
vallev. The hne was opened officially by s
Dheke of Gloucester om 3 Oetober,

A reoperimgs conference i 10 be held in May
or Jone at Macaoeg, We will be able w0 hear
how the nger  METVICE 1D this sown
wias ressored and what can be leami from o We
will alzo discuss cther jsswes relevant o
recpermings theoeghout Britain

Dietails will b available early in the Mew Yiar,
If you s inieresicd and woeld like fall detils,
please send an SAE 1w genersl secretary Trevor
Garroml,

We are poised B step up cur campaigring fof
limss to e recs and new railways built -
faelled by the £1250 proceeds from our suc-
cenalial nanonal draw.

Tk Bas Becin fade svailable o our Medlandy
iLi]

A fonle for Tondu: Tralng prove popular with both yeung and ol

baanch for s woork b encourageRp and suppot-
ing Centro, the passenger ranspor authonty. in
#s ambiticas reopenang plans for the Bimming.
harm arca

The Easi Anglian branch has also receivied
fending for ms lapest leaflet apdaisng the case
for restoring the 51 Ives lime w the passenper
nelwori

Meanwhile our Yorkahine branch has, with belp
from the draw procesds, launched & campaign
for a restoned passenger service beiween Dan-
camier and Kenomingley wia Askern.

Askern is a classic example of a somowhal
milated one-industry commuraly, in chis case
|:'|1ir||||15I wikich has los jis raison o Eire and
would benefit from a rakl servce o aid regener-
ation. The expenence of Bathgale and Macsteg
is relevant.

Rescurces are also being put o Wessex,
where our branch has long been pressing for &

mper service over the Easaleigh - Homsey
e via Chandlers Ford and s suppariag the
Swanape Fadlway Sccsety’s bid o um trains
from ‘Warcham.

Finamcial suppont is also being given bowards
the efforis of owr isdividual and corpogae
members in the Eas Mudlands so secure a
proper East - Wess link. RDS has also formed a

Puiwer. Fhoutsi Clank

reoscmings and new radlways working pary
withi 10 members from sroand the oaniry. 10
advise mnd co-cndinabe thess campaigns. The
chairman s Teevor Gand, with Heg Snow s
SOCTELATY,

The woeling pamy is also endomaking odher
peojects, including a stady of the mil aliema-
tives o wideming the M25 and how shandomed
erackbeds can be preserved where there is o case
fow meogsrng

We are also trying 8o build op an casily sccess-
ible by of material that can be wsed by bocal
campaigners. This should include informaticn
on costimps. markei research and the Benefits
broughi by lmes and sations already opesed
Alan Bevan is drawing sogether imfonmalion on
whal material KDE members around the oomniry
have on ssch opecs, He would be pleased w
hear from anyone who can help, Please write o
himm at 12 Morres Field Crofi, Hall Green, Barm-
imghanm B18 0RN,

The omly poblicstion listing all new sesd

reapened sarons with msch pelevant infommna ==

tion on costings is the RDS bookle A e I 8,
Rail Reopeaings. I also sets out the prajoct
RDS belicves afe smporant for the funsre, The
Book costs £545 post free from sales offioer
Man Harwesd, 139 Harmowdens Gardens,
Teddingion, Midds TWI1 DM

e ———— e ———— e T—

Greedy roads eat up Fife’s cash

By Jame Ann Liston
Bringing the trains buck po 51 Andrews wioald
prescn no uuupen't;l:emguwﬁm_g problems,
campagners  have n wid by a railway
manager. But Fife Begional Council meeds ba
becosme Evolved i the scheme. said Paul
Hadley. service group manager of SootFal

S far the council, winch i the publec ransporn
smihoniy, has repected even the wdea of a feas-
ibsliny study,

Maney is, bewever, being spent on a feasiinlay
study For the much more expensive option of &
second Forth rosd beedge, points owl Stashink,
which is fighting i bring back the trasns.
Marth East Faffe District Cowncil has, by oon-

nrast, albocated £5000 wwands a sndy ingo
bringing back the trains. [ can see the obwicas

berscdia of 51 Andrews haviag wains 1o Dundee
and Edinburgh. Mr Hsdley, who has Been
wvelved with several line reopenings, walked
the five miles from the formeer Milean Junction
1 the Ofdl Course Hotel, Swarlink is now sifing
the palitical panies in 52 Andrews 1o kobby the
Regional Council 1o provide cash for & feas-
e oy "||I.I.1!|'

The group sccopts that the new service might
Pbave o take a skighaly differemt rouse. Some
residenis @t Bdenside, Cuandbmdge, e
apposed 1o the trains ams] want w0 build b
on the trackbed. Excavstions bave begun even
thesagh planning permission has pol been given.
Oitheer residents of Guardside are more samned
by rero competing bus companies - which carry
rail passengers 10 51 Andrews - driving slong
narmow residential roads.
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New opportunities

“1 s wvery pheased 1Bl we have this
ity to debase the Wikate
Paper Mew Oppotumbed for the
s et ~iock
o
n.rp-majm devgred
5 WY I
make further substantial Empreve-
mes in the way Bntidh Rald meoets
ther imecaderm neseds of cusiomers, both
wmwm.m.ﬁnn
ugnificant a ruming uy
ud-nn-lh.uhunlﬂjlp:::;lin 1548,
e of e probdems was the appear-
EncE off 100 fTeel &R eXpectation of
when things would begin to happen.
People Beheved ia franchsed and
therelors belioved thai franchises
it come aboul Enmediaiely,

Ve will strochics Bhi primary lag-
ulation towards the end of mext
month of tereabonts, [ Bops that we
willl be able to achieve Royal Assent
soume (i in e summer of 1999,
John Prescodt (Labour, Kisgson-
uponeFull East) sadd that was sn
ERCElng inireduclion b neW Oppor-
tunities for the milway indusery. 1
e mlwmys bl doubes about 6f we
whall ever consider the Ball. We have
had it in Qreeen's speeches, and i
i e taken ot of Jueen’s
speeches. Mow we pwuit the Bill
il dome anleresl,

“Uar railways are cost-effective. [
il omdly chat e wystem should alia
b e, That is net stsded as ome of
the objectives, altheagh te Whine
Papy masndions the idea of a wafe
mmilway sysiem. The many terrible
grapedics that we have wignessed
Ihave shawen that safety standards
have pasl Been high enoeph.™

Robert Adley warns

~Aaberr Adley (Coservative,
rabchiure b saed: L no-one cver
vorgel the Railways Act 1921,
roapha im0 eflect By & Constre-
fve Genvermeneni n 1911, which
reduced from 112 o four the susmber
of rmnlway compansts, bocamse of the
chaotic sisse inbo which elcesive
cenmpetilson had broaght the railway
siem.”

wysiem.
He had bocn poming down motes
whout & possible fuse prvalaams
of B Ministry of Defence. Who
wioasld buusld the Furopean fighies
amrerafy]

That wos ot 8 wholly stuped anas-
logy. Who wosld pay for the
introsdection of new railway 1echnol-

ogy in Britain Where would our
egpmvalent ta the Shinkhasden lehei,
the TGV im France snd the ICE im
Ceermany, come from? H we did not
get that chesr, 15 Ehe nead few yeara
wip shwosld be spending am endless.
mmnount of time discussing e ever-
declaning railway syslom — not

img b wanied io e
“We huve had 13 years of Conservs-
tive Gavernmaend, when the Failsre of
foammer Secretaries of Sime, vech xs
Lo Kidkey, Moo and Parksnson,
10 produce sy White Paper on raal-
way prvaliasl o wad the resull pol
of o luck of enthusissm but & leck of
abaliry b had & workable sysem.”
Services were nin because of ihe
siinil pied o them. Competitive
bidding alone was mally inadeguate
Tor peaple wiss wanted ba s rail-
way services continuing im Com-
wiall, Sootlend, Wales and right
acioid the mursl arcas of BEngland and
on the comerster lises.

No more Beechings

“The only body o be excluded from
the Bidding 1o run traims in febare in
Britmin will be the only body with
any experiends of funniag rains —
Britiak Rail. Even im bocal asthongy
semdering, public works deparniments
are al least allowed 1o tender.”

Why was there dssatisfaction with
BRET? To masy inferesded in railways,
i was the fasmilinr paitern of
clidures in the pend-
Beeaching era. The timetable was

mereased coari and hen clasure,
“hlany of us are nof prepared o we
bl happes &gt

“If thimgs are 0 bad on BR — and
woe cam all fissd dmpeovessents = il s
because of bad mana gement, the
reduction w the P50 Grant, of the
unlair peiitive posifion of il
VEEI , Mo off that is mesn-
hemed in B While Paper, and those
inzes need o be wiiended oo befiore
WE SO 10 By concluiiond.”

What Japan does
There was no mention in the Whine
Papes of 1anarsan policies, lapan s
railwiays were not privabised. I had
wy feeinal manapahes, dll sl
owmeed, bui the sscoess of the
lapaneis finlwiyi wan due Bol just
o the hupe investment bt io the fact
that B per cent of travellers had
thesr taxes padd for them by their
employers and the other 2 per cent

d *ay
B el

had tax allowasces on Their femes.
“Thaa iz the exact reverse of what
hapgenn héde,

I we were g0 use owr Eaxation
policy 54 the Japaseas do, our fmil-
ways would sscoeed. The Gormans
use Ly polscies o offer moentives
T the wie ol rasl freight. 17 we did
the same, that would go s long way
towards helping our railway vyidem,
bt nothing kil chat is proposed
anywhee,

“We simply cannot go on debating
in the Howde seiliag wp all thes
guangoa, while giving BR s con-
minuity of Follug Sock sveemens
andd allowing our matmlactunery 1o
o o the wall. Mot cally that, bui our
railway serviced sl go io pol”

Little enthusiasm

Perer Snape (Lab, West Bromwich
East] wid he Bad seldom, s almoa
20 yemrn wn Bhe Houss, known a Hill
o0 e welcomed with 0 many resers
walieen, Some of the easleer
enthusiasm for the Bill expressed by
Conservilive membesn wid mapdly
quaalified ax o dawmed on them that it
wid, perhaps, 6ol such & good deing,
The proddern about any rational dis-
cussiof wirh sminiaeers ghowst the
Fuliiog of the railway iyadem wad That
theey mppeared 1o be motivated e
mely by g pdecdapy and dogma thal
would have ssemed quaing and
unrealingic owen o ke much-vaumisd
Victorises who el cur railway
wyibeim uh (he fisnl place

The danger of ke nonssnsical exer
cise in the Whise Pagser wan (bl i
would be done b0 o milway sysem
slready roming away alter |3 years
off hastility and indifTerence by Sec-
reraris ol St whao haed comme dnd
gone faster than the Cafwick
Enxprest dering chat period,
Diespite the pogmallar view that

BTy O CAM FUN & fEilwEy — § voew
ooy dhared by the Thomas the
Tank sties who
inha'bit the Department of Transpor
it o8 an enommously comples
sysiem.

Pride in railways

Melasy Ehominasdy ol people (o-oper-
ate logether bo provide & service for
passengers and freight for the pulslic
aad the counlry, [E worka ai wiell as
it does only because all those peogde
share that paal and sre pulling in the
e divection.

Ltlhll_l'l’lt hasd for the Conscrvalivg
Party 8o realise in these cynical days,
the: fect char most of the peogds
vl ved in our railway sysiem
shared o sense of sohesvemen M 1he
endd of & secoeiaful working day. All
shared & sense of pride in the raileay

imderary, whech not even 13 years of
stiack by vedoeidave Secrolames of
Siate bad reduced.

Ve believe thal e moal hkely
oubcoms: of the propoaals For frenghi
ranspon will being even made [y 1o
e Boail Hawlage Assocustson,
despine the fond hopes expressed by
Comstrestive membere. B is no mone
Expefiive o Camy freight by rml
urider Ehe peew negins, when el
et 0o ruil frengh will be Toabidh
dion, just as By a90 now,

“Rouil freight is not whaidised,
although b the ogumon of many of
us, given railways’ enonmoss

efry imneaRal Bt (ald, o0 il b,
Al e momsent, Borwever, freight

enjoys & favourabde charging regime
on the rleay network — although

navwhere a1 favourable s chat
gramiid 16 foed operaton, Whire
freight brains sbare track with pas-

semger tragns, by and large they bear
only 1he marginal codats al the ek

anad wignalling along the rowie.”
Private operators

Ir was Enpossiile b amagane thal
such o system woull continue whem
& mrltiplicity of priviie oporsion
were seeking 1o work freight treins
i ifse way che Siase fondly emagimes
they will. “Look af what kas hag-
perssd over the past year, while
mingsders barve said that froipht
wsald be ransfesred from road s
rail.™

The past |1 sonths hed been the
collagre and withdrawal of the
Speedlink wigpo-baad petwerk from
BE. Lines bitwoes Canitidgs asl
Fen Dyayton, Yse and Lyt

and Alves and Burghead in Seotland
hadl all choased. Cihers were expecied
10 Close |ster thas year

I this: was the expenence of rail
Freight weder the presend e gims,
hiow much worse would matiers b
“omor Thid e was
implemenied ™!

The whale wrsck charging regame
was sbrouded in med — "ewen
dénact thah that which ssfround the
Crovernment s SO0 srsely.
Aigel Spearime (Lab, Mewham
Soutl) siked in & wTIER sl
on 33 DCTOBER o the Transport
Secretary 1o requed the BE Board to
repard on the practicabdlity of intro-
ducing a rul service befwees
Clapharn asd Willeadien Junciion
aver the 'Weal Lol hine

Kager Frevmon replied that the web.
et wan beang enarmssd by s
working group of of Tecualy pepreents
s BR, London boroaphn and (ke
Bocal Baiteness comamvanily.
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The financial carve-up

As umasl, the road kobby did very nicely out of
the Chancellor’s sunsnn firancial statement on
Movember 12 while the rilways got the cold
shiulder - agan

Forty mad schemes will staf neal year as
plennsd, Mo il schemes were given the go-
ahead,

The special x on mew cans was rapped,
cutting the price of an svemge car by £405) and
providing yet another financial incentave for the
miost podlutang and asii-social fom of transport.

Momman Lamant’s slea of “ickssming the
ECIHACHT Y WS 10 make EVEn maore My avail-
ahle for poad sehemes froem bocal council funds,

Londes Transport general invesinend wid &
by one third over the next three years, Though
spproved in theory, the Jubilee line extension
stll depends on whesher privEle SeCiOn MeOney
is forthcomang. The shilly-shallying continues.

BR spondang plans are oot by & ball over the
next dhree years and Thameslink I0KY. the
West Cosm Main Line and the Heathrow air-
poet link are just some of the ful peogects
ignared.

A he made his speech | the Commons, Mr
Lameont was Manked by Chicl Secroary o the
Tressury Michss]l Portillo who did not exsctly
sparkle when be was a pablsc transpon msisser
mnder M Thascher,

But the Govermment's mcan icasn did theow &
few measly crembs of comfort to the raalways
before they sped off in thew lemossines, Bnosh
Raill & 13 be allowed o lease, mther than buy,
up to £150 million worth of rellng sock. The
French - and Labour"s John Prescofl = came wp
with that klea years ago.

Palibeal sction: Tory MP Tefesa Csnrman wis
fined £3% for driving st 50 mph ; a 30 mph
zane. A1 the ume she sppesred in couri in
Oicipber, the Govermment wils renneng & Gam-
paign urgsng drivers ta "Kill o !.Pﬂ-i.'\d. Mok a
child™.

H was gperding lirge ssnounis of our money 10
remind dnivers thai most childeen are killed
when they are involved in socsdents with cars

SHll walting for markel farces: The Jubiles line fraln depol planned for Streffard Marked
poung & 40 mph, AL M |'|'||'!h half are killed amd

a1 3 mph one child in 2018 kifled. The Deparn-
meerd of Transpor admis that Brimn's necond
on child pedesinan nosd saledy @ bad

Then in Movember Home Secretary Kemncth
Clarke reporiedly told police ncg o “hound
meolorrsts. He guestioned the need for spy
cameras o calch speedng dnvers and appeared
1o ke giving & signal that speedng showkl
barironrer a bess st siin ol Tefce

After paling over the Deparement of Transpon
and the Tressury, the road lobby seems o be
mioving un a1 the Home O e

Line af risk: Bntish Seel o w6 sond hinsssione
traffie on a eircuious | 1%5-mile rouee from Shdp
o Redcar ruher then conbinue 60 ust fis canl-
ing &l-mile roube rom Bedmane

les decizion could well be the death kncll For Use
line and wreck hopes of extending and reopen-
ing it for passengers from MNorhallemon @
Garsdale (of the Senmle oo Cazlishe |

Thiz iz & perfect example of shom lem exped-
iency and bong-term stupidicy, typical of Bntish
trensport planming over the last 40 years

Al leamt 200800 borries & year are kept off the
roads - thanks w0 the operagion of pesl one IFan
The 16 Soene wepons leave Bardon Hall
quarry ach wu-rhmg 1L-l:|- CATYIEE Cruahed noCik
13 Losnadon

At least 1B TBO ail wnker borries a year are keps
ofi the rosd thenks io the operation of ane rain
The 21 W-tonne wapona leave Lindsey refin
ery, near Immingham mix days 8 wesk for
Colwack, Noais

Oz freighs trasn cam carry & musch as |17 -
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ioeme loaries {the legal maximum), Meanwhile

expect more foreign paggemnauts on the e

|-:|||i:ﬂ.l'|rl& the Europesn L ommunary decision i
wholesh permits and quotas on sAlermalsnal foed
haulage from Jsnuary. Mosi people  wani
freaght back on the rals! The Governmsdng
cluims if does B

flutparty of samily: Mottinghamshare County
Councill w plannsng 1o E15 mullson o
improve kocal rail servioes,

Seedland’s Cenoral Region has cut 12 new poad
schemes and 18 10 comcemirmie spemding on
Buses, bikes mnd trains

The Ramblers' MAssocition organised spocial
walks based on the Hear of Wales line between
Swansca and Shrewsbury where new 153 unms
were welcomed by passengers. On the Conwy
Valkey hine hvwever the 1555 are cansing prob-
lems for cyclists who are pow  unable B0 use
e traan for family |].d:|'!- oui.

The Barmsouth o Pwlihel lime ccbebraied s
I3%ih saniversary with the mirodedion al
Pwilheh io Bomusgham 1rains

¥ou can hefp RIS by leaving lcaflcis &t sta-
tions, preserved mailways, pubs, cafes, garden
cenires e, Please always mk permission
before doing =0, The following leaflets are
availlsble; Channel Twnnel - Whit e b
Daone, [Don’t Break up BR., Making Trcks
{Ruilfreight), Railways and the Enwaronment,
Swidch an our Tratns (electrificaton]), What the
Sum did MOT pring, Why | prined RDS. They
are availshle free from the Publicity Officer,
Latymmer, The Dwive, Belmone, Susrey SM2
TOJ. Please stage how many you wanl and
make a coninbuticn owands poslage

Gt graffed: The problems of umsafTed mations
mre highlighied in a bookbes called Get Seaffed
published by the London Hegiomal Passengers
Commitice. The mil unsong belicve maost soa-
tceri il e idesasled” after privatisation.

Meanies: Rail usage increased by 12 per cem
iisrang Barmengham s Dot Choke the 'I:'!l:l'
day. The Governmcnt responded by refusing 1o
give the ity the money 1o baild its Metra

The mew plagnid: Ciin have ilbad as many
peaple i tee Jh centary as the plague in the
14ih century, Cars also stcosnl for apound halff
@l @l asr potiumon

Balawce of paymenfs dralnr Brsin emporied
£1.41% million worth more cas than we
exporied

Caralyisc comvanens remsove Minule amounts ol
serioud pollutasts from car exhausis, but cheir
manusfactare creales more pallution than they
will ever pemove from the car i N
Cyelist 9.92.

—



