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But it was a long drag
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I bells of Seitle church rAng oul in
cebebration when the l.'ipl".-l-l.'-d' gkl B0
% |'I1r;L||||| i fWasl socnse rafleay  lime
emded i vicior

A the ¢ hampagne Iy wery uncorked
lears of privatsation faded. Yet only the
dav before thi
snlormed opindon said the line was
be sold

Ihe abowl-lum Wi
everyone who had been campaigning. as
will ns vimdication for 32 00 ah jociors amd
& bhowl of prodest Irom Ruswarp the dog. A
i all BRIDS members
who contribuled support and cnthosiesm
amnd made @ possible 1o thwart BRS plans

fod chosaiie by stealth
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The S&C nundown was a classic case, with
sl |u.'.|||-:':l. 1o [Re Current wi 1}
Gainsborowgh Barnetby. BR thought it
hiad entered the fial 19K
diverted the Mottingham CGlsgow express
LEMWROEE @wWay. leaving a rump two trains §
day !'l.'l.'lln.-\.'ll.l soili ind Carlmle

Such was the timing of these trains that few
PHASCTECTS WETT ahle 1o use cthaem aned cven
tewer abde to obgect i they were withdraw
Rut the tocsin had been sunded and in
1981, the Friends of the Settle-Carlsle Line
Acanciabon was set up guickhy followed by
thee Sotthe Curlisle Joamt Acteon Commdife
Um behall of RDS, 1 was to devole a
v drable amoyint of timc and ¢
the JALC for the nexi sin years
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BE must have had little idea how much
passion woukl be unlcashed when it begin
formal closure proposals m 1985, Perhaps
k& |'\l|_|.1;|. 2l CIPOF Was Rck .|r|-|-h||||| B Cotton
manager. Hons marketing
shilities ensurcd that very aoom there was a

= closure

COMT Pl turmarcandd in the line's fostunes
Nevertheless the TUODT hie ANngE wenl
L] l\.|-|:| 4 in 19ME ) with hundrads
of obpectors presenting detailed eveidence
Fhe TULIY TEPENTTE l'-|'ll'..|.||.'| called om thi
Manister (o reject BE's dosure propsosal
Thi: G S TTmEl TCifaa NG
ancomvnced wilh David Miichell | Mmasier
{ 5tate for Transport) dropping the
Bombakcl] that he foy Closi
b hse. Belore reachimg

she . oven

infortunatcls
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b asked the private sector 1o put in bids fior
18 prirchasc

Where had we gone wrong? Sarcly the
cunde b wak .'I:-\.Illl_'.ll Eil i VaNGE NI
that the line should be repricved™ But the
lisge el mol SpEear o 0K o with current
|1.-:||||,'4I thiouzhi The S& L was mow bewng
apeT & 8 tesl case for privatisation

The pood news finally came on Tucsday
Apnl 11, 1989 with Secretary of Stale !u-.|
Iramsport Fawl Chanmnon asnouncing that
both the Settle Carlisle amd Blackbam
Hellificld hnes had been reprieved

Ik '-i;.'_l'\l ficunce: Trevor Carrisd wriles on
Page 3.

Picture yourself a winner

HOW would vou |
phOlagrapns grucing &
MW € WO ChaAnce

ke 10 see one of your

ra Iy

ciulemndar”

RIS o plinnang 1o prodece a calendar with
? of the best black-asd-wiale pecTurcs
produced by members. The choce walll by
decsded by a pholographie conlest
First p & b2 ap ool e L1 Tl
third prize £5. The wop 12 will each receive
e Tred calendar which will be for 1991 bai
i

win ]l B0 ) (4717

LIl SETh I T
RLULES Photographs must be on the theme

of rudl development which may be inter

preted freely. They can include people
IThe comes] B open 0 any (ndsveldual or
family member as well as any member of an

alfliated users o

All entmies must be black and white primis
Wilhi i Ong- SO NOE Clp LR MNor mowe ilan
10 photographs per person. KIDXS resemes
aght of paiblecation. All eniries muost be
received by mo later tham 31 December
] s

Send entrics o Nick Lewis, Photographe
co-ordinator. ¥ Commaon Road, Stotfold
Hitechin, Herts 5005 4008,




What a choker

Attempts to0 make Strathclyde regeonal
council reconsider s plan fo bulld new

roads have been brushed aside by dis
afficial

RI5 official Helen Broadbent objected o
mecw molorway proposals and gave details
of how vehicle exhansts, particalarly nitr-
s onsde, were contributing 1o the hreak
up of the ozone layer

She told them: “Buikling new motorways (s
shout as moch out of towch with eosdern
kmowledge as baakhng mew [actones (o
manufacture Thalidomide or teaching
people 0 smoke cigarcties in schools, or
TElIng Open sewers 1o the sEreeis,

She wrged Strathclhvde 1o plan ransport Lo
reduce road traffic while encouraging walk-
ing, ovecling, elecine vehicles and public
Iranst.

Strnthchvde tned 1o wash its hands of these
far-reaching problems by saving: “Ths B
an issue for national govermment.”

Helen has appealed 10 them therclone [0

make representations o the Bowermeni
o recheoe road  building and  mtrodece
mcasuncs o cul road traff.

Helen's position is supporied by a repon
from the Orpanisation for Ecomomic Co-
operation and Development which has
procluced o reporl saving: “Transpor] anc
traffic management polices can make
0 osignificant  cominbulion o po | lution
ahatement and also produce many other
transport and social benefiis. ™

The report ale wams of “new”™ polla-
tants. polycyclic organic matiers, aromatic
hydroearison, beavy metaks, fibres such as
ashestos from car brakes, emissions from
fusel additives and the use of repencrated
labrcamnts.

& The Scoliish Green Pany policy calls fior
a 535 mph road speed hmit, slecping
policemen &l blackepols and near schools,
maximum lonry weight (o be reduced vo 20
tommes, more cycle lones and walking
rowafes, smvesimend im raral sl rowtes,
mew commuter stations, rail hrld:gn:: oveT
Dornaoch wnd new rolling dock with proper
Laclines.

Inside Portillo Towers

Public transport dister Michess]l Portillo
was ooy when RDS officials went fo his
London offices and quizeed him about the
proposed closure of the Gainsborough to
Barnctby lime in Lincolashire. A avil
servant howewer claimed that one line was
getting over £6 slbsidy for every £
NEYEnuc.

Croind mews from M Postillo: His depart-
menl plans 1o be shightly more reabsisc 16
albowang cost benefit analysis techniguees to
be piven "a mole™ n Esessing the vabue of
rail invesiment

He sasd thnt BR wouald sull have (o show b
SEVEN Per cent refum on any commercial
mwesiment. (Bod news: One week |ater, it

wis announced that this figure was being
upped o sight per ceni. )

Mr Portills promised that RIS would be
consuled about plunned changes to public
transport granis (secton 56).

Chatrman Alam Bevan wrote 5 follow-up
letter to Mr Pomillo pointing out that road
users do pol pay bor new oads and Faal
nsers alone should ot have to pay for cail
projecs

Freight wsers particularly were demanding
grant rube changes which would meen that
most common public cry: Put freight hack
o thie railbways. Alan slso pointed out that
specrous figures about rabeay losses wene
all too often hased on BR figures. Mot long
ago BR was clalming it would cost £5
million to repair Ribbehead viadsct. Pow
il mw E2 million, What wall it be et wock™

xxxxxCash in with RDS »xxxxx

The RIS lottery wmnears lor March were |

M Ebbett, Bath L2328, W 2 = Mr Flowers.
Giruntham £19.24; 3 Mr Savage,
Cleethorpes £9.63 and Mr Michell £9.63
{Prize pood LT7).

April: 1 — Mr Thomton, Stratfond £39 50,
F 1 [ Berson, Lomlon WO L1974
i - My P Smith, Blackburn £9.838 and
Mr Sirachan, Cheltenham 988 (Proce
Pi1lf?q]

2

The winners lor were | - Snow,
Cireat Bookham £40, 2 - Mr B Walsh,
DHas EX0. 3 - Mr R Cummml Chomsdla
Hulrme £10, 4 - Mrs P Lesn, E10.

i{Prize pool; £80)

The number of members inining thee botfery
hias dowbded i sx months. You can be a
winmer g, Contact Dave Fnch, 28 MNewlle
Adveniie, Kidderminster, Wases, DY 1] TAL

What the

papers say

The Swise are rejecting threats from The
Common Market 10 allow evem more
juggernauts in. They say freight traffic
shemuld gov by ranl, even of 10 means krrics
being driven on ko rams.

Kadway Crazeite Inicmational

Let's have a campaign ior real traine which
cun carry bikes, prams and luggage.
leeer in The Ciuedian

Why does BR build trains withoat cycle
fncibitics when il knows there s a demand?
Lemer i The Cruardian

The ropd lobby i o mound & legal
i:hﬂ'llen-gu;-. o London's nighr and weekend
bun on jugpernaots

Evening sandard

I'here showld be & £9 a day charge [or using
& car m central London, says the London
Plamming Advisory Commitice

Eveming simndard

The omly way o pet Lomdon's traffic
IOV §S T Amprove i1S ranlways.
Evening Stanclard

If BR is 10 be privatised. s should be
operated & a wholly owned subsidiary of
SMNCF

fettew fo Malway CGeaz frr

A2 l-yenr=odd graffiti vandal was sentenced
o two years jall aller camsang £42550 damage
1o Tube trams and stations,

Evenng Standard

Stumley Paklwin was the list British Prime
Minister to prefer the traim o aircrafi
Perhaps the 1930k weren't so bad,

Meodern Tramway

After complainis about dangerous|y parked
curs in the Upper Street area of [slimgton,
London, pelice began towing cars away
Ihey rased ahaosst 100 IHK) per manih
Iriom the towawayw fees

hafly Cyelisr

Muhammed Ralim was turned down for a
BR job at Southend because be did not
arrive for the interview on time. Mz train
wak i time ad Bethnal Green, but an howr
late imbo Sowthend

Cinsarvlfam

Despite small changes in the Budget. the
attractivencss of the compeny car b
hardly been endermined

Fimancial Times

The benchit of public spending cuts have
Boen more than offsel by the paralysis
caused by lack of mvestment n tramsport
prl pasdruCiane

Financial Time

§ TREVOR GARROD'S VIEW | > | vcuim

e repasevee lor the Settle Carlisle lne is
uf_rliflunt for rail users natonwide, First it
shows a well-organised and well-researched
campaign, culling soross parly bnes smd
n'lrll'lilising_ thowsands of people fo Ir'u:lgc
olections amnd sign petitions, can have
resulls. Covernment policy and BR policy
CAM e chanped

Second, we must be constrsctive along wath
the prodests, Hall users have worked wath
lowal suthorities, iowrist bodies, commene,
industry and BR management to promote
this lime. Extra trains have been pal
on. closed stations have been reopened.
Publicity o0 places of interest hax  heen
prosfuced

As a result, bocal commuier traffc has
been boosted together with local and
kong-distance besure travel. Paul Channon
himsell paid iribute (o the way revemss has
been imcreased.

Third the Seithe Carlisle victory represents
a sethack for hoth the bustitution amd
il vt s lovbsheies. The suggested bas
services for this T2-mile hine would have
been very unatiractive compared 1o rr.1i_|1-:
Hopes ol & crodhble prvale buyver baing
fioumd have come to noaghl.

0f cowrse some prvals mpul s Dkely 1o e
invabved in promoting the line but partner-
ship betwoen BR and privaie firms is a very
diffesent mater 1o selling it off

for next

success

Fremwcir Rarrog

RDA was instrumental s seiting up the
Sentle Carliske Joint Action Commtiee five
vears ago and over £500 has been spent
from our anb-chsure [usd 10 help local
campaigners. Let's mow aim for semnkar
sscoess n the light o save Chnsnsborough

Barmetbwy

Guinness is good for us

By STEVE WILKINSON
Dvinkers throughout Britain can boast
Ralirenght when they down Cheer rch dark
plasscs of Ciuinncss

For the miematinal donks company
despatches 145 million kegs of lts brew cach
yiar by rad.

¥t only alne yenre agoe, virtunlly aone o
the ouiput from the Park Rowal brewerny in
Wesl Losdon wak on the rails. Its private

siding was almiost disssed

What & differemce those years have made,
Mow 4l per cent af produchon is entrosted
o Railfreight and the firm is pleased with a
reluable service which rosd hauliers camnsl
maich.

For instamcc, Monday nsght wall soc a
tramboad of Habbhing wagons, each camy-
ing menre tham twior the load of a jugper
maut, leave Park Floval.

- renied (rom
Cargowagpon — will b wnloading &t
Dreanside reighi depot, Glisgow, By Wed
mesday, the wagons will be back at Park
Rowval for re-lopding,

By Twesday ithe wapons

CHlber trains go to Swansea, Exeter, Liver-
piand Shaedlseld and Chateshead

Mol swrprisingly, rosd haslers ane snaffing
around, tryimg [0 grab back some of this
mvulti=-million pound business

At the moment, Guinness s conteat to
allow Ehe rail Business (o expand bl o &
unhappy at the way irains seems 1o be
dmsrupiled mone than lofres by bad westher
amnd hank holidays

Sideways look at Railfreight 89

Blsck African railway ofhoals stoosd back
im acsmdration as they watched big comsin-
ers being, pushed, pulled and swang from
road Lrankers on o rad wagons

Demomstrations of these latest methosds of
pide el moswement was one of the main

themes of the Railfreipht 89 exhibition at
Lomdon s Cricklewood

There was Tiger Rail's Trasler Tramn whach
converts froam a road semi-trailer into a ral
AR, BH Hescandh's apm-cushsoibed sule-
loader, various cranes, the well-tried and

SEREENE

tested Mindink amd Maxilink as well as
lphook's ssde-opener

The mew small-whecled wagons, designed
o albow the use of g conlancrs, Were

being shown off by Powell Duffrym from
Cardifl, As RDS hos poanted out, these

could be orucial as more European rail
Ireight heads into Britain

Even without gauge changes, T wagones
have alresdy been appeoved for mierna
tinnal 'l.'nr'l:inj_i_x to the Confinent.,

15ENY
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Froan the opealng of the Chunncl, 20X
Ewrapean freight expresses will nun each
weck , with the figure risimg quickly to 200 5
week

RDS officials attended the exhibition and
were lokd by many people that business s
sy int

Below: Tiger Rall's TrailerTrain which
was descr ns & major breakthrou
in freight haulsge, combinin &
sdvantages of both rail and I‘Hd!

1 n




Ering back ha fracks: The brigige ar We'sh
Bioknor now wied a8 8 focipaih

e
not?

By JULTAN LANGSTEN

IT might seon be possible to travel by train
o beauwtilul Symonds Yat if a £25 mullion
private enlerprise plan is successful

RDS member Enc Hawling = hoping io
get iogether 3 CONSOMIUM 10 FeOpen L
picturesque Wye Valley ine from Hereford
. Chepstow with the added homus  of
putting such tounst spots a5 Monmouth and
Rios-on-Wye back on 1he network after 30
VEArs

%r Rawlima beheves the 46mile route
could be profitable as & 25kv electnlied
singhe track with 18 new stations. A branch
from Ross ol alsa |'r|||'-I|J|. i sorvice ko
3 ot

“We aim w0 have n parliamentary  Hall

passad by 1990, he sad.

There woukl be & private shane issue with a
target date for opeming m 1993

His groagp has mlreudy o] En
engineering study and a Gnancial appraisal
an well as consulting BR Provincial about
FURRIng privide lras ik HH stations,

It i it p'l.mnrﬁ o operals as & plru.'rw-i
line using wolunteer labour. Instend stule

af-the-art technodgy should cut costs = and
prosiuce & prof. Sty per cenl of
the tzkings will come from tounsm Bl
commuter  serveoes  will bhe  importiong

Observation cars amndd steam specials might
be provided to,

“Most people are supporlive ol the idea
ecause of the improvement # will bang oo
the area,” sasd Mr Rawhns,

Mr HRawlime can be
[ L AL

contacted  om

4

BOOKSHELF
Ser Britain by Train
by Paugl Amerbury

AA and BR
A Gireat Way Rowmd

Author Faul Atterbary lives in a converted
Grenl Western radway coach and has
travelbed throughowt Britan by troam. He
may oven have read some of the RIMS
ramlgiisiles.

For he has produced o matsonal version
called Seec Britaim by Train, which is
pubslished jointly by BR and the AA!

He has picked owt 32 scenic rowtes,
imchuding the Settle to Carlisle. and shows
v by emjivy them, wing a combinatsen of
train, car and bicycle

There s much of ralway mierest bul mos)
of the mformation would appeal o the
I B neral loursg

The 12i-page paperhack costing £8.95 s
will lasd-oun and Bos sttractve  oolour
mclures.

Hopefully 11 will give o hoost o Provineinl
services which are expenencing a renais-
wance with new  long-dnlance  Sprnber
Eapresses lu--n-,g introduced this vem
Provincal ran & special Sprinter to lasnch
the hook, grving joumalsis a tour fom
Birmingham toe London via Shrewsbuary,
Craven Ao, Hereford, Worcesier and
Craford

Plaoes o visli by Traln
I A [ Hewee A station-by staton gasde 1o

Kent and East Sussex with opening [mmes
and sketch maps showimg routes from
alalions

£1.30 posi free from the authos, 92 Hayes
Wav, Beckenham, Kent BRI 2RS

Modern Rullways Special: TGY
Brian Perrem
lam Allae L4 0%

The story of SMCFs Train a Crande
Vilesse B relevanl o anyone inleresied in
rail development m Brtaan.

RDS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT SOUTHAMPTON

Privatisation: Who needs it?

The major issue facing the roiflways now is
the politically inspircd drive for privatisa-
ticen, warned RIS chairman Alan Bevan

He called on members o g pTi';al;iqa-
ticn which was o wanted or needed by
eilher BE or vs costomeers.

He ssid there hsd been good news kately
with the reprieve of the Senle o Carlsle
antl Lentom o Trowell nes, He predicted
{ecorrectly] that the Hemley-in-Arden 1o
siratiord-upon-Avon route would alo be
el

There was resson to be optimistic on some
fronis, When ihe Cannock line r|_'11|1||'r|-|_'l_|_
loadings wene 5 per cent above what BR
had expected

A o oo o oo o oo o oo o oo oo o o oo o o o oo oo oo o o oo ol oo o ok o o ok e

oir) Barfieiaf Amrea Mlaefarks

HH must now be prased lor s pro
development stance, for reopeming lines,
and fighting Bostiunon. 11 most also be
encouraged m s am of kesping the
network intact.  The new RDS ook Who

Should Run Our Railways® was lounched
im My and nnalysed the privatination e
Many MPs peccived copies from oon-
shfuenis who are members of RDS. The
24-page ilhsstrated booklet can be oblamed
for £1.85 (inclading postage) from Alan
Marwinsl whose pililrese m oon the bhack
page. The book looks at how our railways
have boen mun and by whom, who ¢le muns
raibways. 1t comsiders each of 1he PV RS-
ticen Ciptsons and wams of the dangers of

cach

Your new execulive

The lme-up B mow:
Dave Sallery. 83 votes.
Helen Hrosdbens, 7K
Peter Wakefield., 77,
Mike Crowhurst, 68,
Andnecw Masdlarluone, fd
Philip Bisatt, 61, Greorge
Bay e, &, Chns Burton,
b, Hay kimg, 58, and
lohn Barfechd, 51

The four wnsuccessful
candadates were:  lan
Sl 43, Bob
Oshorme. 43,  Frank
Toamlims, 4%, and Edina
Lewis, 1

/[

Peter gnsfaln

A conference on privatisation is being
organsed by the Hal Tramsport Studs
“ll.!|||1_ which & affilisied o RDS The
conference will be held om July 19 n
Wesiminsice Cathedral conference cenlire
in Londdon. You can odbiain detals from Pat
Crame, 5 Elm Way. London N1 3NP

The ACM heard detasls of bow Souih-
ampion plaancd o buskd o metro for the
“sirming aty”. Mr David Bull, chamrrman
afl the city's transpor commaties sad he
hoped property devebopers would pay &
suibstantial part of the cost. The elevailed
line & intended o link the Owean develop-
meal aned o the wraditional city centre for a
1|||1 laire .

Dave Salesy

ek ek ook ok ok ook ok kb ok b ik kdok ok bk ok kb Rk kR kR R kR Rk ko Rk E

Freight future

A Railfroaght Conference 15 beng
organscd by RDS, the Chansel Tunnel
Aszoncation and BETSG in Alexandra
Paluce, Lomdon, for Therslay Ociober 5
Details from Par Crame 3 Elm Way,
London M11 3MP

Travelling Hopefully

The cditor of Hmbway Caseliec Inle
national, Mr Richard Hope, will be
the |1r|r|.|;,'||h|.| 'a."l..'ﬂi,l.:l at RID¥S's Mational
Conference for Bail Users on !'n.al:unlug.
Movember 11 ai Friends Howse, Eusion
Hoad, London, Dedsils from John Lark,
T Glhoucesier Avense, Gorleston, Cireat
Yarmouth R3] TLT. SAE pleasc

Look at Lincs

The new RDS rallgusde Lincolbire snd
meorth Midlands by Rail was |'\III.|'\I|'.'\|‘||.'-\.'. R
month. I costs £2.50 from Alan Harwood
{ middress on back page ). The new Peaks amnd
Flains is also published this month 2= well as
mmew cdation of Ao of Rail Reopenings

Do your bit
Vildunleers are always meeded o join
gpecialist committess and o Dol other
imporiaat society functions. [ vou wini o
volunteer, contact the charman of relevant
commities

Coming soon
A dinry m being produced by BLS lor [0
Look out for detak in October's Rail-
walch

Up and up

RIS membershyp contimiees 0 e, In
April, the wotal was 2106, The aim s 2500
this year and 3000 by the time of Rail
|.:l|."u.!|||,|r|1|'r|l Week to bg held next yoar
between March 23 and 31. We are aiming
fior seven davs of activily natofnweds. We
necd youwr idess. Comdmct wvour branch
SECTETAry

Noew Railways

Uur book on new raibways will be published
i Hal Dreselopment Week, putting the
case tor mew himes, incleding hghl rapsd
iransal schemes. Any member wishang 1o
help with the book should conteet Mike
Crowhurst. Cowman's Flat. Heath Haill
Form, Heath, Wakefickd WF1 55]

London
short
changed

Hy WOHN BARFIELD

Lamalesn risks being short chunged I'q the
Central London Raidl Study even though it
came up with exciting projects 1o cure the
capitil’s transpaort lls.

Major rasl infrastructure projects in Lon-
don will incvitably require a sgnificamt
element of public finance. It & idle o
expect, @ the repon hinted, that the bulk
of funding could come from fare-paying
[raEssengers or irom property developers

RI}S made this chear s TESPOnSE
submitted to the Department of Transpon
al the end of Apnl. Wihoui adequaste
fumding. the documemt will represent
another mussed opportunity gatkcring duse
on the shelves like its prodecessor in 1972,

Dialing with the detpils, RDS picked
Easi-West Crossrail as the most usefiul
[preposal which should be given the highes
i‘ll‘ﬂ.}l’il_l.' Heathrow Express services shoulbd
alin ke extended o l.',inp_'l. Cross io Ve
imbermiiomnal connocisomn,

Copics of the socety's paper can be
oblmned from me [hddross on back page )

Paosinks For conside raten;

& London™s (Hd Kent Hoad 15 so polluted
b traffic that sir |1unl'|v;'rs may he provided
om the rates. Southwark councal has been
tokd carbon monoxde levels are twce
World Health Orgamsatson sabety levels

® ln Swatzerland, the (ircens ponccred
the wlea, now bemg mplemented, ol
womprehensive naliomwide coordanatiion of
pubhc [ranspodt.

London is competing with Enropean cities
that have Boen getiing themr st logether bor
i long time. The ndbion that private capital
will pay for the transport we need =
masplaced. The Uovernment will have 1o
spend the mosey isell. With a budpet
surplus of £14 mallbon, it s not &8s of fands
are lacking.

Charered Surveyor Weskly

London traffic jams are so bad that there
should be n Minisier of I|'||mpnr: fiar
London. says the Confederation of Britsh
Induasiry

Evening Standard

The Dutch have a plam 00 cul rosd [raffe
over the mext 20 years as a way of reducing
nir pol lutson. Taxes may add 50 per cont o
thie costs of both buying and Panning a car.

New Soientin




News in brief

Colossos of roads

The Department of Transport has admatted
that only B4 members of (s staff arc
emploved on rail matters. By contrast 1900
are engaged solely on road matters with a
further 96K on liconsing., mspecion, lest-
ing, safety and finance. The Government
claima o “invest™ i rosds and to0 “sub
mdise ™ ralways.

T ISR R A ]

Better late than mever: The European
Parfiment has st last demanded thu
catalytic converters be fitted to cars m an
attempd to clean up exhiausts, Renoult has
pledged immediate improvements. Conver-
ters have been available for 30 years and
are compulsory in America, Canada,
Apstraba, Japan, Awustria, Swatzerland,
Sweden, Morway and Deamark. We will
have towait wtil 1993,

1l

Well done BR

BR's Provincual sector was praiscsd @ o
report by the Monopolies Commission in
March for providing scceplable services
with limited resources. I also sakd Bustitu-
ton was hardly worth considering.

Friendly action

Morfolk Friends of the Earth is selling off
€550 plots of the diswsed Wymondham 1o
Forncett railway line to protect the Lizard
wildlifc reserve, A new road (') threatens
to cut it in hall. Details from Morfolk
Friends of the Earth, 38-40 Exchange
Srrect, Morsich NR2 LAX (Tel 0603
B25304)

Donmer and Blitzen!

West Geerman cailways plans 1o introdsce
ireight wrains running at over I mides per
hour, The trains will be called Blitzguter-

mge

The acid test

Two million wonnes of nltrogen oxide were
pumped into Britsins air in 1986 wath 40
per cont coming from car and 40 per cent
from power stations, In Europe, oaly the
Soviel Undoa and West Germany have a
wirse pallution record,

Green solution

The Cireen Parly sdvocates a full esviron-
menial and social mmpact study for any plan
1o lusikd 5 new road, as well a8 a trafific

appraisal,

BRANCHES I

North Midlands

Derby arca: Campaigning by RDS and
olhers bed 10 the opening of Tatbuary amd
Hatton station on the Derby Uitoxeter line
on April 3, 1 was financed By a consortum
of local authoritkes |, the Rural Developmaeni
Agency and the Nesile company. An
himarly service is prowided o Desby and
Crewe,

[erbyshire county council lakes a positive
approach to rail and intends 1o develop
proposak for reapeming one new stalsan
cach year, depending on fimance.

RS i alrcady pressing for 'Willington
gation on the Derby Bunon line o be
reopened. This would serve an expanding
village and would ako be & shor s ride
{or long walk) away from the Toyoda car
fctary o be buill at Bumasion airfeld,
Provincial policy is 1o reduce the number of
intermediate stops on its Brmingham Lin-
oodn trsins w0 the Willington reopening
might have to wait for the restoration of a
Leicester = Burton - Derby o a Lchfelk
Buarton - Derby service. RDS is also urging
that o short new freight lise be constructecd
imto the Tovola plam

Mortlh Derbyshire: The county council is
again providing & revenue guaraniee for the
Prak Rail Rambler service from Buxton on
sammer Sundays.

Cross-country traims will call expenmen-
tally ui Belper fram May 1990,

RDS suggestions were imcorporated into
the summer tmelable, Nottingham Ciran
tham was given an hourly service. the Hope
Valley bocnls between Shefficld and Kan-
chester are abko hourly while Buxton to
Manchester is now half-hourly. All the Eas)
Anglia trains o the North-west are diverted
to Liverpool. A two-hourdy Mottingham -
Shelfickd = Manchester = Blackpoo! also
operales
But RDS is obviowsly objecting 1o the
el Bustitution of Gaimshorough Bar-
nethy which would severely incomvemence
passcngers from Worksop and Retlord 1o

Grimsby and the seaside at Clesthorpes.
Matcolm Ceosodiall

East Anglia

RD5 questioned plans by a  local
usancssminn o run upmarkel steam irass
om the Sudbury branch. 'Would it mean a
cuthick in the DMU service to Marks Tey
and Colchester which is used by commsters
and shoppers® If the line was sold fo a
private company, would there be any such
gervice at all? The East Anglian Ralway
Muscum, which |8 based ai Clappel stakion
on the bramch, has separule expansion
proposals which would bring additional
off-peak husiness 10 BE. We are in closg
touch with them,

Cuts; We have protesied ai cuts In boeal

services on  the Breckland line and
thresfened Cciils i evening rains serving
Sheringham and Felixsiowe,

Deneham: We continee our light 1o save
the Dercham e in some form. Freight
tradfic was o cense in Jume. We hawe
contacted councillors and businesses in a

hid 1o mvownd i eACUC operabon
Teevenr [ porvod

North West

A mew user growp has been sl ap for ihe
Skipton te Carnforth lime. The Lancasier
and Skiplen Rail User Group sims =
rejuvenaie this neglecied line. Membership
ix 2 For imdividusls, £4 for families and £10
for corporaie bodies, Details from Margared
Mlesbeerrs . High Foeel Flall, Clapshai, neas
Lamcaster, Narth Yorkshire.

Metwork SorthWest was officially launched
on April d but, from May 15, the network
will bse revamped, (hanks o the opening of
the Windsor link. Mamy services will he ahle
o run ihrsagh fram serib-sed fs soull-
easll Manchesier. A mew day ranger Lickel
costs £7.60 wilh one For Grester Manchester
cosing £3 40,

ANl statiens n Lancashire wre heing
improved in 5 £2.4 million scheme, spressd
aver fwo vears, Derbyshire. Cheeshire and

Cambebs cowld be nest.
Richard Wans

Lincolnshire
RDS has lodged itz objection 1o ihe
proposed closure of Gainsborough to Bar-
methy, the Chovernment's lalest oSt casc (or
Bustitution, We weloome the establshment
of development groups al Gainshormuegh
and Brigg and we are giving them support
The Brigg group, in particular, is produsing
amd distnibuting leaflets 1o promote the

BETViEE
Teevor Carrod

Sprinting along
BRE Provascial is conadering a Swindon o
Peterborough scrvice vin the freight-only
Ccford 1w Blewchley  moule.  Locsl
puthorities are giving cash for o feasibabiy
wlwdy [0 reopenimng 10 Passcngers.

Keep Watch

Fuilwaich is looking for an advertising
representative and a cartoonist. Contsct
thie editor

e ——

Yorkshire

Pontefract joy: The freight Fime from
Wakefield thiough Featherstone 1o Ponte-
fract is 1o be upgraded for passenger use
West Yorkshire PTE will provide £1 mill-
ion. Al present Pontefract suffers from the
worst service in the FTE arca with gaps of
five howurs between tradns, A pew stilion
with proper facilitics could be built near the
cxiting Monkhall - now hlcak and solaied
thanks to the vandak. i could serve both
the Wakefield and Leeds lines, The present
Shefficld York trains would be diverted by
Barmibey and Wokefield and would he
supparicd by the FTE. There woukl proba-
by be a two-hourly service and new
stations mught be opened ai Featherstone
wnd Crofion.

Mew statioid at Agbrigg and Chitwood
opened during the past year arc siiracting
1 (M)WMD passengers a vear,

Abofts: The TUCC & calling on BR to run
peak hour trains direct between Normanion
and Lewds if BR goes shesd with plans to
chee Aliodis staton.

Leeds: A £10 million schems has beoen
drawn up w0 provide six tracks into Leeds
from Whitehall junction which has long
beem & pimch poin. Electrificstion has
emphasised the need for action and for
additional platfosms,

Goole: Work started in May on repairing
the Cionle swing bridge, Local sstharities
_haht_ agreed 10 pay the premism jor
insuring the bridge against future collisions

Hull to Scarborough: The dilapidated roof
of Filey station is 10 be repoired at a
costl of EXS0000 (the Departmient of the
Environment recogmises s architectsral
importance ). Matborms are o be raised m
Comingham and Beverley. But there seems
no hope of cycles being allowed on trains
using this hine,

Denis Bradhury

Wales

Mew somid-fast and siopping services began
on the Morth Wales Caounst in May., The
semi-fast Chester to Bangor service, wath
slogs ol Byl Colwyn Bay and Llancucdne
Junctioin, has b journey time of 67 minutes,
nlmest 5 male n minuic

Prowincial plan to upgrade track speed

ACTons Morth Wales Loy
mph_ Anglesey however will remain limited
to Bl mph

The mew aren manager for North and bid
Wakes Merrick Roocroft has atte nded RIS
aned pail users mestings

It is hoped the new station at Llanrest will
be ready for the Eisteddfod  in Augusi

The Kronospan sidings at Chirk were

opensd by Welsh Secretary Peter Walker

It will save: 5,500 bty journcys anmually.
Kaod Fairley

Scotland

Soottish branch was determined (0 make
e Iransport and esvironment major issues
in the Euopean Parliament clections in
June, Duecstonnaires were senl o sl
Scottish candidates on the theme that the
cholce of tramsport mode hod & significant
impnict on the environment .

Highland candidates were nsked for con-
tumuid suppsort [or & Diomoch rail crossing.
NE Sootland were asked 1o support saving
lanc for o bus-rail inierchange simion in
Dundes

Generally candidates were psked if they
wiould support changes in policy designed
b whiift traffic from road to rail. AR opamion
of the economic and social commifiee of
the Eumopean Community urging member
Sates 10 take o aecouni the emergy,
environmental and safety advantages of rail
was pointed out (o them. They were ssked

whether they would campaign to have the
opanson converted into & binding directive,

Candidates were also psked whether they
noecepied that railways shoubd be credived
with covironmental advantages  when
invesiment criteria were comsidered, The
question of VAT on fares and the threat of
heavier lorrles was ramed

A plea was made for harmonisation —
greater Siate support for raileays in Britain
to match Europenn levels. RDS Scotland
wants more input of EC funds into British
raway projecis. There s s0 much we can
learn from Europe about tramsport and ihe

caviraiment,
Douplas Smart

Freight

Girants for prvate sclings have virtually
dricdd ap 30 the freight commities has
approached the Government calling for
restrictions (o be onsed,

It has abo called for the VAT levy on
foreign wagons operating i Britain to be

scrapped
Gieorge Boyle

PLATFORM I

Settle it fast

The Transport Secretary has rightly refused
o gave BR permission to chose the Setile 1o
Carlisle ke, There is no financial case for
chosing this line despite the railway manage-
menl having run Lhe service down.

The result of this rundown'closire policy
over the years has been a loss of revenue
exceeding any saving in costs. The costs
of repairing Ribhlehead vinduet should
obricusly be spread over a long period.
Instead, BR should develop the line, by
operating i daily two-hour regular interval

wmi-fast service from London St Paneris
io I |asgow vie Nottingham, Leeds, Setile,

Carligle and Dumifries.
E M Longland
200 Rowr Road
Huokhorar Fill
Eavex
What a waste

Ruil wefvices in North-cesi Englund arc
vaitly wnderdeveloped, Even though the
area has a high popalation density there are
few nocess podnts Lo the bocal network. [n
addition the Leamsade line faces closure
lodlowing the cloctrificathon of the Eas
Ciast main line,

Whil & waste of a line which has Ersdl
potential 3% an infter-urbas service, 'With
renewed cconomic sctivity in the arca, &
Midedleshrviih to Mewcastle Sprinter coubd

be introduced with reopened stations ai

Ferryhill, Sherburn, Leamside, Penshaw
and Wﬁhing:m. Bamt time i'lrl,lnl'mg ot

Chres Mulmes

2% Theiford Way

Soarh Wianion

King's Lymn

Nerfolk

London calling

I am editor of the proposcd new RDS
ralgude called In and Arowsd London by
Rail. Contributions are now necded.

Phitographs should only include railway
subjpects as an incidental feature i
I Mol

28 Chicheser Park

Wirstfuery

Wil

In Parliament

In Parlimment B o melul record which
enables members o asess the performance
af MPs. We shoull encourage (hise MMPs
who have a concern for the practical workd
of overcrowding. escalators not working,
ete. Perhaps more members should use In
Parlizment and contact MPs who do mot
appear (o be interested in Emproving radl
SErVKEs,
N Cripps
HiFringham

T




Carry on up the Midland

By NHHN ARMETRONG
v MALCTHM G PALL

D it mow! That & e clesr verdict of
consultants who considersd the plan 0
eleciily the Midlamd mam line . Immcdiaie
investment i eleceinficaton Drom Hediord
throuph o Shefficld and Doncaster would
give & return of moee than 100 millon

The consuliants used cost, benefit analysis
technigues (s used by the Licpartment
Tra nsport bo judpe noad schemes) 10 aEsEss
the rail chosces, If the Mhidlund main line
wis i molorway plan, e COBA read-oul
would mean it would be built tomomow
Ihis i further evidence of the meed 1o ireat
road and riaal imvesimeinl cqua.":!-

The study resulis fully vindicate the RIS
campaign Lo Electra-Fy the Midland MNow
which was launched at the Midland in the
Sl comferemnce in Leicesier in March 1955
It is alen in BES fnancial interest 1o “do it
oW,

Indeed the consultanis have emed on the
side of coution, nod incheding the following
factors which would boost demansd and the
finumcial case

* Darect electric intemational services
from the Channel Tunmel up the
Aadland

* Elginic services o Leeds via the
Whadland

* Electric InterCity orois-Londos ser-
wices to Chntwick nnd the Souith Coast
Vi 'H.mf_'x Crosis | niermatsonal

* Possible re-use of HS1T coaschaes

* Farther culs in jounmey times by using
tilting coashes

The stwdy by Steer Davies and Cilenve was
published in April on behalf of a consortium
ol Derbyshire, Lokcestershire, North
amptomshire and MNottinghamshire together
with Sheffickd city councal. Thew are pleased
1o disoover that electrificanion woald sttract
B500) jobs bo Ehe Tegeon .

The =do il now" option felly met the 7 per
cent fimancial retam on investment rule
imposed on BE by the Government. In a
dassic case of moving the goalposis. this
wis ramed by the Government 1o B por cenl
after the stody was completed!

The cost of electrifving was put at £1640
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Good news from fhe consutants

rlliom. with £ million going on provid-
ing the power and wprating the track anc
Bl million on mew Mark 4 molling stock and
class 9 locos

The foar options assessed were: 1A An
improved 125 mph HST service, 1B A 110
mph H5T service, 24 Phased cxiensbon of
clectrihcation 10 Shefheld and Doncester
between 1912 and SN with |25 mph max,
2B Immediate electnfication completed by
1995 wath 125 mph max

The fimamcial return assessmiend  showeed
that wn enhamced HST servioe gave o
negative finanoal return as did the phased
-,'-Iu-n.:”iﬁu.linn in 2A. Onlv IB provided a
pesative financal return and met the T per
cent criberia

I'he superwoniy of ZH 15 [urther remilorced
by the cost benefit analyss undertaken by
the stusdy

The oomsullants expect significant traiffic
growih on Uhe Midlamd [rom the present 6.2
il poirneys to 102 malbon o vear 2000
and 163 milhon i 021

Journey times woald be cut to one howrs 50
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minuies betier chan the best HST nmes
[ Loompailer simnslations bor APFT [F L Lo
don Shefficld in one hour 38 mimuwtes ).

AR EBR ILETTm sEFULEEY OYer the nexl live
years. the repont seggests BR could
improve services and sdse line speeds
paving particular attention 1o sopping
patterns hetween Bedford snd Leicestes
and proveding & parkway siabon near Fast
Midlands Airport

A Hal Forem s being set wp Lo bring all the
interested orgamsatons topether.

In Scotland, a campiign Bo pel the hime [rom
Aberdecn o Edinburgh elecinfied is being
organmed W oa group < wlked CRE -"ﬁlt
which invodves local councils and organiss-
tions

British Rail has agresd 10 cooperate in @
feasibility study and the ity ol Aberdern B
determinsd b have clectric Irmins arriving
there from Euwrope when the Chuanel &=
-|||'||,"II||.-|.1

Meanwhile Dyevon county council & asking
for electficntion of the Psddington o
Fenrance roule and wpgrading of the
Waterloo to Exeter line

The report’s findings
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LATE NEWS

WRONG AGAIN

1.! HIIJUI:. I:||1 B

Transport plans H:

mEssive road h !ﬂl-h progErsimn me
e eight kane W hbeh
will merely sncourags m-nr-l traffic on to

the alrendy ologged systerm. Oer Uhe nasl
10 years, mormel = will be dois-
biled. When will they ever leamn?

Trovor Oarred led
to Crarford cycle
counail chalr

RDE general seo

& sponsored Cam
rll:l-l In Jumns, mesting
migh &n routs,

Anciher BEDS gulds, calied Peaks wnd

Plaims, covering Cheshire snd Stafford

akire, has just n published. It costs
Harwoosd

£2.50 from Almn indelress this

gl

QJ saminer on the Channs]l Tunnel
b ed Hnk i D o sl (%]

[.vl:ilhﬁ?: sod Home o B:I'II:!?h [

Trevor Jones, Fiat
Tunbridge Wells TN1 15W

ne called Losal
Today has besn laumched and is
ru'hl'llhlﬂ fortnightly, Editor Peter Hus
ley s niming for & aslonal focus. I
cosis £42 for & s subscription. Com-
E”ﬂﬂﬂm eopy Fom Rodboey Fleloher,
Transport Todsy, Qusdmnt Houss,
250 l'-l:l'll'lnl Lans, EEll SRD.
Reports to Peter :!-!'ul:ll.:ll-z.r Box 176,
Preslon, Lancs PR1 §HE

Ashifiord, Kent, on July 22, Details from H
2,11 Guildford Faosd,
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