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Chunnel Link —No Alternative Lm"‘m':m*'“

Rescanl months heve sesn loud prolests
by some people in Kent againgl the
propossd Channael Tunnal high-ipeed
ril Hirde

What are the alernatives? Chunnel
irains could usa the existing rail netwark
= bringing congestion and unmelability
o hocal users. Anather aplion would be
10 bulld mare motorways through Eeni
= fhriee times &3 much spaca 85 a railway
to carry anly a fraction of the traffic

in Februany wi publishad a laallet “Why
weir need @ new rallway to tha Channel
Tunnal”: several Kenl members haes
helped distribute these. Arguméents
were also put foreard in an opan lotter
io Kentish Councils, media snd MPs.

BR's public ralations has bean |ess Than
poarfect on this issus, bul we urge
anti-rail-link groups to talk construc-
tively with us, A carsfully planned and
sansitively constructed raikway will be a
national assal

Clapham

Following the disaster at Clapham
Junction |ust béfore Chrlstmas, RDS
submitted a letter io the public inguiry,
Wa asked that the inquiry should con-
saler wider issues than simply whal
happensd s Clapham on that fateful
Monday moming. For exampls, could
lives have been seved if there was less
owalcrownding on  the traine, more
invastmant i modern  infrastructure
and aguipment and batter staffing lovels
on BR's enginearing and signalling side,

2000

RDS membarship excesded 2000 a1
the end of January

The Cannock Campaign

Alan Bevan wriles on
Page 2

Lottery Winners

See the back page for the Decambar,
January and February résults

On January 10, BR announced that the
threatened Lenton-Trowsll ling was (o
be ropriavad, and intensyvaly used from
May 1990 by Prowincial Sactor axprass
services batwesn Nottingham and Shel-
fiald, This is & great victory for the Users’
Groups, RDS branches and individuals
who foughl the closura proposal

The closure cese rested with the
Midlands TLHOC for asveral months, and
a decision had stll not been reached
when, on January 10, BR announcad thal
the closure proposal was withdrawn.
This was apparently 10 give quicker
journey tlimes batwean Mottingham and
Shatheld, bul closer axaminabion shows
that Provincial sre re-routing Peter-
borough-MNoitingham-Shaffield servicas
frorr May 1980 to svodd pathing prob-
lema and Infrastruciure costs onthe East
Coast Main Line between Peterborough
and Grantham, The replacamant Msltan
Mowhbray-Syston-Loughborough route
is 18 miles longer, 80 tha previously-
despised Radford Route has 1o be
resurrectad 1o compensate. This com-
pletaly vindicates the RDS policy of
abjecting 1o rall closures. Today's linle-
used branch may turn out 1o bBa tomar-
row's main lina.

Underfunding Won’t Solve Overcrowding

Tha Central London Rail Swedy, pub-
lished by the Governmaent at the end of
January, is & stap in tha fght iraction =
st onby @ step,

I & encouraging to find that, at last,
Government and Fansporl suthorithes
ara prepared 10 think big o itsckie
London’s transport congestion, Tha
proposals for full-sire BR undesground
linas are Bold and will aliminats much of
the congestien at interchanges which
would have occured with & “tuba”
solution.

Less ancouraging are reports that public
tunding for the new lines has already
bean muled out, with fares increases
sndior privata investmaent | bB&ng
expacied (o pravide The necessary cap-
1al. The study taoll was ominowsly guial
on the guestion of fiunding.

imventoras will risk money when new or
rebuilt stations form part of profitable
related developmienis such as shops or

affbeas: i is unlikely that they will do so
to a significant extant for new lines.

if fares are Increased 1o the exiend
neaded 1o rEcover costs, passengers
will desert to the roads in  thelr
thousands. This will totally defeat the
abpect of the study, which was to reliawve
congastion on both rall and road by
building more railway capacity. The
effect of farms on travel hablis was
comincingly demonstrated during the
GLC “Fares Fair ara and its aftermath,
and, for the consaquences of overpric-
ing transport infragtruciure, one need
Ik o Turthar than the Humber Bridge.

50, how should the lines be funded?
Wa balieve that four sources should
pay & part — central governmant, local
governmant, and, notwithstanding the
criticiams above, some private invest-
mgnt and revenue from fares - but these
should not be relled upon to provide

more than a small percentage of the
invesimont noosded.

TRAL Computer Model Banned

it is unusual to find & saction of tha
Deparimant of Transport suporting tha
casa for increased investment in public
transpaort but, having done s6, one such
section hag been stymied by Govern-
el

The London Area Model, 8 computar
simulation developed &t the Transport
and Road Research Laboratory in Bark-
shira showed thal, of the four options
tested | the Govarnment's own policy of
road building while cutting public trans.
port Subsidies tared worst.

The only option 1o maka & profit in
cost-benefit  analysis terms was a4
sirategy of charging for road use whila
ploughing the revenuss thus generated
into improved public transport. Dptions
of large scale publicly funded railway
building and large scake road building
camea second and third respactively

The Deparmant of Transport has
ordered the TRRL to stop wsing the
el sl after & sansitivity snalysis,
tha TRAL is still comvinced that its result
& walid




THE CANNOCK CAM

-

Alan Bevan tells the successful
tale of the Cannock reopening

Had wa known thial our campaign to
reopen the Canncck ling would have
contimsad longer than World War [,
many of us would have glven up st the
start! In the event, the case for restoring
i local passanger (rpn SErico wWas 5o
strong and imporant suf detemination
dicl ot whawver,

Two factors wene partcularly relevant
o our campaign: the Bimingham-
Walsall half-hourly electric service was
threatenad, while a Council survey in
tha Cannock ariés ahowed that rasidents
overwhalmingly prefered a local traln
o reew roads, This, together with
the awvailability of the freight line,
galvanizsed gur resolve.

in late 1081 “Walsall Rail Supporters”
was established and guickly recruited
500 members by lasuing newsletlars,
runming charter trains and hodding pub-
ke maatings. In 18983 we published an
B-page booklet and cenvassed wadaly.
In 1987 an appeal fund toward the cost
o the new station quickly reachad C500,

H-up-'ling o passenger WaINS Was
complicaled by having B mmibas within
the shire county and 4 miles within the
WHFTE aroa whore Section 30 reguired
the PFTE to meet the full cost of trains.
Both authocities funded a BA study
which showed reopening to bé practica-
ble and that potential traffic could covir
the marginal cost of an hourly Walsall-
Hednesford service.

Diaspite swccesive budget provisions for
£200 000 capital eosts, & 5070 name
patition, a sound sacond RDS raport on
econom i wiability and apparent Suppor
from all quariers, no real prograss was

S 1w

A Walssll 1o Augeloy lozal Isseing Ryscrof Junciion in May 1863

PAIGN STORY

iPhoto; J, Hedak]

mada untll 1386 when BR oconfirmecd
that oparating costs would be on a
rrarginal basis

in MNovember 1887 local residenis
expressed indignation at lack of prog-
ress. Wa continued with behind-thae-
scenas comespondance and maestings
until March 15988 whan Staffordshire
formally confirmed its wish o secure
the train service and agreed fto obtain
&N indepandent consullant's report on
viability, which was favorable. Stafford-
shirg and WMFTA agraed to recpan tho
train service on Apdl B 1989. Colncidan-
tally, the shire eounty elections occur in

Mary 1585

The Wast Midlands will contribute its
share of station and ruaning costs and &
naw stations will be built for £158 000
at Bloxwich, Broad Lana, Landyerood,
Canmnock and Hednésford, After 2 yaar
the service is expeced 1o Ccowver iis
running costs. Tha WHS will ba spand-
ing same 1000 promolsng Dhe new
traing, running a spassde excursion and
developing 8 user group. Given the
urban overspill and expansion in the
1960°s and 1970, tha Cannock ling is
cartainly ona that Dr Beeching should
nat have closed on January 18 1965,

Missing Fares

Scores of members filled in the Missing
Fares Questionaire. The resullts show
some pans of the country where staffing
cuts, or reductieng i overtime, are
causing BA o loss conslderable
revenwe, There are also some lines in
which collection of fares and inspection
of tickets is done vary efficiently.

A full raport is going 1o the relovant BR
managers; mambers can also purchase
8 copy for £1 (postage freel from Alan
Harwood, 139 Harrowdane Gardens,
Teddington, Middiesex TW11 ODN.

Company Cars

RDS wrote o the Chancellor urging him
to make o further cut in tax concessions
to compamy car owners in his 1989
budget. Trevor Garrod also polnted out
in a ketter published in the Eastarn Daily
Fross on January 2B: “Company cars
reciéived & hidden subsidy of £2357m in
1988, a5 against [550m for rail passan-
pars”

RDS People

John Lark now represents RDS on tha
Board of Transport 2000

Wea raport, with deep regret. the sudden
daath of Paul Evans, a flounder of our
corporate membar ADEPT |Association
for Dunstable Area Passenger Trains).
Tre project for which he campaignod
tiredegsly looks like coming to fruition &t
the and af this yaar

It was with great shock and regrat that
wei laamit of the desth of Mary Colmoars
ather farm in NorthWaleson February 5,

As secratary al the Chelses Riverside
Action Group (8 corporate RDS
mamier] shs was a stabwar] opponeni
of the Road Lobby, sesking to protect
Cheyne Walk and West Chelsaa from
the onslaughi of the juggemaul

Station Assesasment

E. Midiands Branch has produced a
station sssessment papers for use by any

Council o assess their own station
Membars may wish 1o purchass coples
for their owmn local council. | is important
that thea resulls are sciod on, Copias at
75p inclusive from D Taylor-Smith, 4
Lindan Awvanue, Countasthorpa, Leices-
tar LEB 3P0,

to all those who supplied information
on the MNorth Wast — East Anglia and
Birmingham-Morwich sanvioss, A rapon
will shorthy be available at £1 inclushes
from R. Skilton, B3 Abbots Road
Humberstana, Leicester LES 100.

Privatisation —

In May, wa publish a 30-page booklet
“Who should run owr trains?”. This will
alaborate on tha ideas In our leaflet of
thi same title. We guastion the wisdom
aof privatsing when every other EEC
couniry has a naticnalized rall nebeork -
mnst of which enjoy more public invest-
mant than BR. Are they all wrong and
anly our Govermment right?

Py AT ORI

New Lines

Richard Crane is right (RAILWATCH 38)
to  criticise “impractical dreamers”,
espacially those who pontificate on
what should happen to railways in areas
atbar than thelr own, apparently without
consulting new users first

ADS policy on reopenings and poasible
new construction i= based on careful
study and widsapraad consultation
gosing back over a number of years, Qur
recommendations have bean st out in
publications liké * Bring Back the Traing”
and “A 1o 2 of Rail Reopenings”.

Apart from & high spesd link to the
Channel Tunnel, we beleve that a
modest pmount of neaw consiruction
should be considered to relieve conges-
tad fined, bmprove j[ounney times or make
W CrOSS-COUnIry journeys possibie
The French, Dutch and West Germans
bl baullt Py ral lwway for such freasons
and i1 is nol unreasonable that we
should do likewfas.

The RDS Passenger Commines is there-
fore considaring such projects and aims
to produce @ set of recommandations a1
the end of this year, Local branches and
usefa’ groups will be lully consulied in
the process, Amporewith idess is invited
to write to Mike Crowhurat, Cowman’s
flat. Haath Hall Farm, Heath, Wakefiskd
W1 ESL or Chris Burton, 79 Tenison Rd,
Cambridge CB1 200G

On the specific guestion of Bedford, two
possible oplions being conslderad by
the Society are a new curve at Manlon o
allow through running from Bedford via
Corby to Peterborough, or & new direct
link from Bedford to the East Coast Main
Line wihich could use part of the former
Bedford-Sandy trackbed.

| think Mr. Crane will agres that either of

these % & more realistic option than the

“impractical dreams” that he rightly
dismigses.

Trewosr Garrod

RDS General Secretary

Cycles on Trains

The present proliferation of Sprinter-
type stock is making travel by train with
a cycle prahibitively difficult in many
areas. | am appaflad by the short-sighted
attitude of BA management Pulblic
transport can naver satisfy evenyone’s
jcrurrsiry npads, but train and bioyele can
camipate with theé door-io-door conven-
ence of the motor car, &s the roads
becoms more congested & marvelious
marketing opporiunity exists for tha
rallways. Yat evan thoss who already
use this dual form of trangport are being

apeeeped oul.
Mary penple work in Imdusirlal estates

built for proximity 16 motonsay junc-
tiond rathar than 1o workers' homees,

and @ mile or more from the nearest
station. Robbed of the opportunity to
take thalr bikes on the traln, they
become obliged to use cars. Many
tourisis oo like o axplore the couniry
on bicycles but now vast areas are baing
made inaccesaible, The absurd booking
systerm makad no allowances far missed
conmections or  those  needing
emargancy transpon following braak
down, lliness or injury. The restriction 1o
two bicycles par train makes the Eacility
useless for families, let alone groups.
Many who do not consider themeslves
cycle- lourists might happ |y uss o bike i

They could ondy get it thene on the tram,
rathar than join the twenty mile tailback
an the Mwhalevar, Tha BRSUIng
benefits for the tourist areas themsehees
wre obveoun

| thark that thas 5 an issue BDS could be
mora vocal about. Wa fve in 8 socaty
that condones & bewvel of slaughter on
the roads which would be odally un
accaptable In any othar place. Hera is a
very positive way inwhich change could
bo wrought,

Ariadre Tarmpion
Southamplon

N REGIONAL NOTESHEN

Lynn Electrification
Goes Ahead

The Secretary of State for Transport has
approved electrification of 41 miles
fram Cambridge w ElwKings Lynn by
the end of 1981 at a cost of £20m

ADS has campaigned for several years
for this project. As the Cambndge-
Norwich slecirification neared compla-
tion in 1987, East Anghian Branch pub-
lished a leaflat urging that the Lynn
scheme be approved. Local MP Henry
Ballingham has been & staunch suppor-
ter and much of the eredli musl go ta
Eings Lynn and Wast Norlolk Borgugh
Council which produced a wealth of
wall-resasrched campaign matanial and
has pledged £750 000 ower six years
iowarids any operating losses after aloc
trification. Norfolk County Council has
alao promissd £100 000 = a mowve that
would have been unhaeard of less than
tan years ago.

East Midlands

We are eapec|slly concerned about the
Badiord-Bletchly line since BR, at the
vary last momant, withdrew from
negotiations to extend the serviee 1o
Milton Kaynes, despite Councils aMering
funding for tha line work involved.

Wa look once mose to the AGM knowing
thare is much o do and a real naed
for voluntears, either for the Committes
or on specilic projacis rom wordpro:
cessing to halping the LAMBAC and
Malton-Corby campalgns, Cur Midland
Main Line campaign also needs some
spacialists. Offers (o the Branch Chair-
man, M. Jordan, please on 0533 770478,

London and Home Counties

After our public mesating in Chiswick last
Detobar, & user group has bean formed
for the Hounslow Loop.

Wa are producing prints, costing £1,50,
based on our Christmas cards, which
arp also available mt 5p + postage
iminfmum  quantity 200 fram  lan
Creighton, 19 Oskdale Avenus, Kenton,
Harrow, Middlesaxs HAIS OUD

North Midlands

The 1888 Nottinghamshira Structure
Pian FAeview takes o more posilive
approach to railways than previous
documenis, and fealures the proposad
Mottingham-Mansfield-Worksop

reapaning idea. However, thera is little
mention of rail ranspot’s patential for
reliaving chronic traffic congestion in
the Clty of Mattingham, RDS mambers
attended a consultation mesting In
January to voica thair views, and plan to
submil 8 comprehensive rall develop-
ment plan to the County Planning

Departmant.

COrwar 450 000 passengers are travalling
the Setthe-Caligle ling sach yaar accord-
ing to the Mosth East and North Wast
TUCCs, who held public mestings lasi
yEar 10 astest the mmpadt that the new
local services ware having on usage
The first train from Skipton 1o Carlisle
was regularty carmying between 80 and
70 paople o day

BA London Midland Region General
Manager Cyril Bleasdale told & confer-
ence arganised by Lancashire Cownty
Council on 28 January thai BR were
hoplng 1o intraduce a half-hourly service
on the line from Preston to Blackpool
South and build & naw ntar-City “park
and ride® station on the West Coast
Main Line south of Weavar Junclion,
The Wirral Transport Users’ Association
hawe publishad a roport recommanding
the comversion of the Mickde Trafford to
Dea Marsh {Shotion) freight line to light
rapld tranait, with & branch to sarve tha
centre of Chester,

North West

BR have producad & rapor on the costs
and patential of restoring the Burscough
Curves, which would make a diract
Preston to Southport service possibla.
The cost is estimated to be in the region
of £1.9m. Tha Omekirk Praiton Traval-
lers’ Association is planning 1o bring in a
consullant, af a cost of E1500, o
reasgess BR's cosls and revenues, and
i appealing lor donations, which showld
o sent o Richard Watts, NW Branch



REGIONAL NOTES

Chairman, at 15, Stanley Avenue, Pen-
wortham, Lencashira PR1 8RB,

Cne ling threatened with Bustitution is
tha Skipton to Carnforth (or Ligtle North
Wastern), Worth Wast Branch will be
holding a public mesating in March at
Bantham to form & rall user group,

Morth West Branch is planning to pro-
duce & Morth Wast Rail Strastegy book
coviring (rom Cheshire in the south 1o
Cumbsia in the north. The Greaiar
Manchaster Transport Resource Unkt
has contrlbuted 10 the £2000 cost. Send
idaad far inclualon 1o Robert Cumminga,
141 Crossefield Road, Cheadle Hulma,
Chaghire SKB 5PF.

Scotland

Recani months have highlighted the
vary different approach to public trans-
port by diffesant Authoritees in Scotland.

Lothian Region am carying out & con-
sultation exercise on future transport
pravision in Edinburgh. Varlous options
ara put forward, none involving moad
congtruction within the sty centre. The
option of reopening freight lines was
not included but an LAT optlon incledes
some closed lines as well as streat
runming. ADS will be raking & submis-
slon on the basis that tha exisiing rall
infragtructure should be used to the
PR T,

Strathclyde, meamwhile, press on with
thair ludicrously expantreg and damag-
ing road propossis for Glasgow; their
latest plans have appearad suddsnly
wiithoul consultation, Progress on rall
davelopment is slow, a small exteénsaon
of the Airdre |ineé 8 now undar con-
struction and some new siationg ame to
ba provided. Tha much-nesded link
petwesn nomh and sowth lines ramains
a drpam,

Severnside

Wras Dawn Primarala, MP for Bristod
South, has stated that she will block the
Avan Matro Bill bacauss she doesn't

want propery developers 10 dictate
routes.

Mr John Wyatt, leader of Aven Council,
has confirmed that work will start latar
this vear on a new siatkon near Warle
Junction which will have hundreds of
hundreda of car parking spoaces to sernve
22 000 residents of an expanding hows-
ing grea. The facility will ba i addition
1o services al Weston Millon Halt and
Weston-Super-Mare, which our branch
has insisted shall be retained. MoWhyatt
Defiewes that it is extremely imporiant to
pursun this projact whsch will reliswvae tha
A370 road.

Tyne-Trent
BR Provincial management have
worked effectively with local authorities
i reapen many stations, such as
Langley Ml n Derbyshire. Following

representations from the RADS and
others, Derbyshire have considered
resopaning Tulbury on the border with
Siaffordshire, but the latter hawve dis-
playad litle interest (0 rail for many
years, However, (o guote BR Provincal
Midlands manager David Mcintosh,
speaking of the Walsall 10 Hednaslord
proposal, "Together with Walsall Rail
Supporers, tha Lilchfield Rad Achion
Group and the Raibway Developrent
Sociaty, we gradually wore {hem
clowen v, and the sandos will a1 in April.
The change of hearl has extendad o
Tutbwiry, which will reopen in May st a
cast of £80 000 just in time for tha
Tutbury 300th anniversary calebrations,
The hourly Derby-Crews trains will
serve The new hall

Lottery Winners

Diascoem bot

Stocks (Sheffield) £19.75

White |Birmingham ) £9.87

Wells [Sawbridgeworth) £4.94
Southon (Cambridgeshire) £4,54

January:

Buttigles |Croydon) £30.50
Oley (Farmby] £15.74
Keens ([Exmouthl £7.63
Aatchife (Manchester] £7.63

Februany:

Aalph (Leeds) £39.00

Mills (Brighton) £19.50
Stocks {Sheffield) £2.75
Humphrey (Ramfardl £9.75

Walas

Consultants appointed by Chayd,
Cheshire and Gwynedd Councils to
invastigate alactrification from Crewea
te Holyhead have announced thair
findings. Cost: CH0m; journey |imes
beteveen Crewe and Holyhead reducad
by up to 36 minutes. A further atwdy
is mvastigating fraight potantisl froem
lreland and the affects of the Chanmnel
Tunmal. The lrieh Govarnmant has beisn
guick to distanca itsaif from reports that
it would prass for EC investmant in tha
line. While welcoming the prospect of

elactrilication, wa feel an immadiale
program o upgrade the line is urgently
nmpdad,

Continuing traffic growth on Cardiff
Valley services is sgain leading 1o
avercrovding. Matiers are not helped
by the blatant antl-rall attitude of the
Walsh Secretary, Peter Walker, who
refuses to sanction the second stage of
tha Vallays Rall Develogment Sirategy.

The Provincial Manager for Wales has
roassurad travellers on the fulure of
sarvices wesl of Swansea. Traffic
growth has seen the deficit on these
raduced from £3m in 1983 1o £750 000 in
1388. The scaremongering tactics of
lagal councillors are very harmiul and it
is encouraging 1o ses BR managemant
rabutting unfoundead rumouwrs.

Wessax

A pewsleter has been published and
was distributed with AGM literature to
87 mambers and a furthes 33 potential
members, who had sither answered
ADS advertisaments oF written pro-raf
latters (o the press.

Branch Chairman Jon Homsysett has
attendad Channel Tunnel South Reglon
Saction 40 working party mestings.
bath freight and passsnger. Lot
December he hired a mini-bus and
drove & working party from Havant
West to potential freight sites.

Yorkshire

Improvemeants ere plannad for Hudders-
fheld station, Platform 1 will b widenad
in extend to one of the through lines.
Tha prasent line which sarves Platform
1 will tearminate in a bay for the sole use
of Sheffield trains, which will than hawve
direct access 1o the siation withoul
being held up by Manchester trains.
Widening tha platform would also
reduce congestion ai the licket barmer.

Sugpeslions are again being mads o
open a station st Elland Road on the
Wokefisld-Wastgata-Loads lina for the
banefit of fans going 10 io the Lesds
United football ground which is elose
by, This would svoid football fans baing
herded by the police for the mile and &
half's trak from Leads City Station to the
Girownd.
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