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Privatisation — When and How?

TFJTIHF}-:M'I: wWiES naraly & Burming 1ssee n
tha run up to the General Election and it
Wal axtramaly dffficul, despile Brave
and repedted attempis by RDS mem-
bars, to obtain clear and writien answars
fram the Conservalive Parly as (o thair
mtentions, should they form the next
povarnmant, regarding privatisation of
Britiah Rail_*

Frivatisaton of BH was not mentaned
n the manifesto of that party, which
miowy lorms o govemmant with a virtually
unstoppable maponty of 100, which
Eada us 1O BrrmiEe Thires passibiliies

{1} Tha Government has no desire o
miEntsan 10 PrivaltiEs BR

[Z} They hawe both the desire and the
migntion bul, fearning an adversse reac-
tion, darad not unvell thair plans until
after the election; or

[E} The padty ks Sphil an Lhe iasue o
the Labour Party is over the Channal
Tunnel] with many backbanchsrs aitha
supporting rad or feanng loss of their
AT SLPROr R I||.;r:_ii|1;|- EOnREtMuRndIad

The first alernative is unlikely, Snoe
virlually averyihing olse has boen, oOF
witl be, sold off i1 s more |.'I.'I:IEI.:'I|:I|'E that
this Eruth ig & comibanatian af the setond
@nd Ui explanatsons Ghven that this is
g0, then Rail can be surmised o be
pmang tha last, i notl THE last, state
industry o be 50 treated

Whatever sacrel plans may be lurking
in the Department of Transport we can-
not know (until tha Quean's Speech)
but, in general, we cannol seé how
privatisation will benaft the user or the
industry. Tha laafier *Rail Nemwork - OR
Rail Fragments", published by RDS jusd
botore the election riised o Pumbesr of
guestions viz

Wha @il coorpdingle thea sarmices of
trains operated by different compamnies?
Wil this maan an axtra lwyar of Busaau
cracy — or a retum D the days of the
Raitway Clearing House = and who will
pary Tar at?

What would happan to servicas which
Nt private oparaton would wish (o run?

Is compatition batwean privata com
panies Mkaly o laad 1o & h&llér service
when the maor competition is with
aihar lorms of transport?

And, hinally, whal profection would

therd D& for conBUMErs in tha Torm o
TUCCs and similar bodies?

The banefits of & proparly planmad
and coordinated transport Sysiem are
undaniabla, but privatisation throstens
to destroy this aspect of the raiways, as
deregulation s already doing 1o the bus
industry, As meporied sltewhara in this
|ssua, the Tyma & Wear Malro, the wery
modal of 6 cogrdingted urban transpor
gystam = bus and train complementing
aach olhar with tha bonus of sasy
interchange and through ticketing - is
niw beginning to feal the affects of the
i &l hos,

Privatisation could take many forms
ane af which is that the state would own
the infrastructure, ie the track and sta-
tisne #c., with 8 numbar of prvate
companies oparating the trains. Another
i® that tha ayetam would operata much
gz hefora, but with profitabie gaciors,
aueh ge the Gatwick gervics and parts of
tha Inter-City network sodd off

Ware the first 10 happan £ 18 haly,
according & “Sunday Telagraph”™ article
as long ago as January, that ro services
woilld survive west of Plymouth and
Cardiff. north of verness or east of
Naorwich. Tho sama ariicle also stated
that the Depamment of Transport was
“ghudying the statistical information
contalnad nthe Serpell Repan”

Al this is, 1o say the Bast, worrgng
for the rail user. Fragmentation of the
nipEwark, with no coordinatiaon batwean
companies is as sure 10 lead to RS
apeady damise as bus demgualtlon has
already led to slimination of the bus in
many parts of rural Wales. The ona
beight hope is that, given that privatiEs-
tion of BR iz likely to be the last on the
ligt, and i likely 10 be strongly opposad
in many quarters (not least from within
the Conarvative Party teslf], than thare
is still time 1o monitor possible privatiss-

e have since recelved a letter from
Mr Tebbit's office categorically dis-
pounting amy plans to privatise British
Radl but those members who hawve mead
it 1o clate feal it could ba opan o a
numbar of interpretations = only me
will tall!

tion plans, conslder thedr likaly offects
and make our voice heard on this issue.

The silence of the polticians dufing
thé& elecison Campagn has not made this
pasy bul wa all know what the Conserya-
tiwe Party did tha last tirme it ran o & third
congecutive term of office. Wil the
ghosts of Marplas and Baaching return
o haunt us in @ new more subtle guise?

L]

Brixton Meeting paves way
for new Users’ Group

On the eve of the Elechon Detwean 20
and 30 wsars and local suthomty ropre-
sentatives heard & pansl of spaakars
from British Bail, London EIH'HE'I;IIE
Policy Unit and tha wo Sponsoring
organizations [RDS and LPTC) discuss
thi prosent and fuiure prospects for the
South London Line (Yictoria 1o Londan
Bridgel. Most complalnts related 1o the
inadequacias  of Clapham and
Wandeworth Road stations bul mori
partbeularly the need to change & Bamar-
gea Park during the morming mesh hour.

BA represaniativa, Chris  Austin,
mxplained ambrtious plans fo prowide a
nird  sarvice from  Dartford, win
Lewisham, — possibly to Clapham Jung-
tion - provided the & local Borowghs
came up with the money. Much would
depend on the putcome of Jume 11
Congicerable stress was laid on the
meed for 8 SLL station at Brixton. A
broadly based Aesolutson paves tha
way for a new users’ group lor the ine
and we hope to repor further progress
in the autumn

Alewm Johmaon
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RDS Appointments 1387

Those officers elected a1 this years
AGM are as follows:-

Chair: &lan Bevan, Vice-Chair: Steve
Wilkinaon, Genoral Secratary: Trovoar
Garrod, Treasurer: Bob Wiltson, Mem-
barship Sacratary: Frank Hastilow, Sales
Officer: Geoff Kant

MNational Ewxecutive: John Barfield,
Licnal Boylatt, Mike Crowhurst, Andresy
Maclarlane, John Powell, John Sawn
dars, Douglas Smart, Frank Tomlins,
Pater Wakelleld and Gaollrey Wyatl,

O Michase| Caton was re-slected Pres-
ident and two additional Vice-Fresidents
alecied wari:- Mra Winifred Ewing, MP
and Mr Jamas Towder,

Special Responsibilities

Two membars of the Mational Executive
hawve bagn ghven spacial respon sibilites.

John Saunders k& Commaicial Liaison
Oificer, with special responsibity for
malrtaining contact with those firma
which are corporate members of RDS.
He will b producing a regular bullstin
to dissemanate information and aid dis-
cusison of rail matters affecting the
firms — ke travel facilities for their
employees, openings for ral freight and
parcels traffic and the scope for firms ©
sponsor rall |mprovemants

Andraw Mackarane is Student Liaisan
Hficer, aiming 10 Incieass awaraness
among students ol RDS snd its work
We hope tw welcome more Siudent
Unions and Collega/Univarsity Failway
and Transpor Clubs inlo Membership
of RADS and 1o provide speakers for
mastings, material for resesarch eic.,
Andraw would be pariicularly pleasad
to hear from exiating student mam bars
of RDS, espacially with details of Union
a&nd Club sacretariss

Chunnel

An ADS Press Aeleass has gone ol
urging the Governmant to agres i, and
make provision for, customs and immig-
ration control on moyving traine, A letter
on this subject has also besn sent 1o all
MPa. [Sea also [N PARLIAMENT]

Register of Skills

Thank you 10 over a hundred members
who responded to the appeal with the
st Rallwatch, | now b @ very useful
ragister of members with skills, experi-
enos and qualificatkons in such divens
fields ss railway operstion; electrical,
macharical pnd civil Brgirmeding: sahes;
computers; law; journalism; local gov-
grnmant; civil service; planning;
ecOnGMcs; accounting and desgn.

bbore volunt@ers are alvways walcoma,
Any ADS branch or affiisted group
wishing for advice or help from any of

thasa volunisars should contact ma
Trewor Garrad

A.G.\M. REPORT

Thia year's Natonal General Measting of
RS was held on April 25th in MNewcastle
— further north than on any previous
aceasion — but stlll attended by mam
bhers from Devizes to Dundee and from
Glasgow to Tunbrldge Wells,

Chairman, Alan Bevan, reporied on
hi= discussion, earfier that week, with
Tranapori Minkstar, David Michell, and
expressad his optimism that further
plecirification schemes would soon be
ghvén the go-ahead. It was also
oncouraging that throaa linas. for which
RDOS hed campalgned, were reopening
o passangers this spring. He urged
mizmibers to press all Parliamentary can-
didates {or thelr views on rall matierns
and said that the 2000th mambear of RS
miual be cur urgent gonl. We wers nleo
pleased 10 welcome Mr James Towler,
who had just been controversially drop-
ped by the Government as Chadrman
ol the Tranapori Users’ Consulistive
Commitiee (Morth East].

AGM Resolutions

Aesalutions passed at this vear's AGM
veers a3 follows:-

1. This AGM calls for a 10 year
IMGratGRUMm on tha ifting of track TRG
amy BR passenger or freight lne that
may be closed, thus making fulure re-
apening easier. Pointwork or signalling
mary, hiawviwar, be removed at pncthons

2. Thia Sociaty is appalied at the daily
1ol of lhves losl, crippling inpuries sus-
tsinad, the agony to those concerned
and the financal |losses dues 1o road
accidents, The Society therefore asks
the Departmant of Transport to commils-
sion a study inte the extent to which rail
improvements, including the reopening
of glosed lines, could reduce such agci-
dents

3. Thia AGM ssks the National Execu-
tive 1o produce a leaflet stressing tha
nisad far the rail network 1o be ireated s
& whale and cpposing any privatisation
which may load to its Tragmantation,

A fourth resolution efectively reiter-
ated existing RDS policy on drlver anly
operation [as contained in our leaflel
issued in Seplember 1886) and urged
that money =0 ssved ba used to improve
BB | CES.

Membership

Al the and of last year wa had 1487
mambarg (including corporate mam
bers] on our books, comparad wwith 1394
ai the end of 1985, This yoear, rscruimeant
has increased after varlous drives,
inciuding adwerts in “The Independant”™
and "“Toclay".

Tyne & Wear Metro
Surviving Transport Act

Guesi speaker gl this year's AGM was
Mr John Baggs. Geners! Maneger
iMatro} of Tyne and Wear Passengar
Transport Executive. He gava an
imeresting sceount of he hetro ham 18
bold planning assumption (later prowved
corract) in fhe 19704

Tha systam was opened, in stages,
frorm 1980 to 1984, and soon atter the
opaning of tha lasl section cama tha
run-up 1o the latest Transport A

This Act, sald Mr Baggs, was a
watershed for the transport aulthanty —
for the public transpon system n Tyna
and Wear had been planned as an
integrated one, bul now they werd
requingd to st up thedr bus operation as
B SERATEDE COMiaT,

Traffic had grown in tha sarly 1980s as
morne people had access 10 the rall and
bus network - there was 8 paak al Bim
passengers in 19845 Since then thers
had bopn soma unceralnty with bus
deregulation, although things had nod
W Ul uine B8 The iegisiptors tad
foresean. Metro had lost some shor
digtance passangers, but galned long
distance ones. Trangfer Goketing had
bacoma less flaxible and “the gansral
public have noticed this in their poc-
kats”. Tha travel tickel scheme had,
however, survived as a joint apération
with tha bupes.

They now had to account separately
for buses and the Meiro bofore sub-
sidies could be caleulsiad. Fares would
have (o ba increasad furthér 1o reach
financial targeis, and there would have
o b some operaling economees, bul
thiey also planned to double the track on
the Bank Fool branch and part of the
South Shields line, inbrodute computar
misnitoring of Manienance, MMpaove
Gateshead statlon and introduce an
infaemation and data Sysiedm.

Future expansbon, for which thera
wiks congidaralle support, to Mewcastla
Ajrport was baing stwdied, as was an
oxtenaion from Banton to Forest Hall
and, possibly. Killingwarth.

In ponclusion, Mr Baggs fell that a lo
of experignce had besn gained since
To80 and that the original plannang
dacisions had been vindicated, The rail-
way had ahown thal it could sufvive
under a variety of scenarios, providing a
sarvice with comforl, spead, conveni-

ence and frequancy,
Trevar Gamod

Westferry Suntion amaer conapraciios

{ Mlhodes: VLR

LIGHT RAIL GETS OFF TO A GOOD START

Enginaemn ane working flan out this sum-
mer to get the Docklands Light Railway
{DLRY I Full worrking ordar by July 30,
when the Queen s due to open i Mexi
day it |s 1o be in public oparation, its 11
2-car articulated trains in full swing. Thea
spead 8t which tha |ing haa besn Duil
and its low cost show the great future
far light rail that lies ahead. Agreement
to fund the lne was reached only in
October 1982, The cast of building it has
been kepi within the budget of £77
millian,

As things have turned out, the budget
may have been too strict, More gener-
ous funding would probably have been
worth il. The cost compares with an
astimate, &l odays prices, of [S00m.
to extend the Jubilee Ling tuba to
Docklands, which was the sriginal intan-
tion. The DLA shows ihe signs of
cheesaparing, but s complation has
been a remarkabde achisvernent. To
whiat the appetita by showing what the
Firvee i || b2 likor Birfore it opans, disgrams
are displayed at an exhibition in the
London Transport Museum, whene they
weilll eaxrtinue until 78 Novembar,

Example to the country

“lt sats an exampla for many other
citioa, like Manchestar, Birmingham or
Bristol,” the Managing Director, Cliff
Bonnatt, told mae, Inspined by the formern
GLC, the bullding of the line has given
such a boosl to tha developmant of
Docklands — described as the biggest
example of urban ranewal in Europa -
that i has thus created 8 transporn
markat that mast soon exceed the ine's
awn capacity. To cope with the traffic
the trains will have to be doubled in
langth and increased in nuember and
freguency.

Al the 168 stationa have Basn buil
with platforms the exact length of the
shori raine, dead straight and level with
the carriage floors, so that prams and
invalid chaire can ba whoaslad straight
an and off. S0 what is to be done if the
traing grow longed? “Mo problam, ™ says
Mr Bonnetl. “All the stations hawe
anough straight track on either skda 1o
axiend the platdforms ina further straight
Hree,

There &are some sharp curves
neveriheless. LAT spokesman John
Fresborn says that one of the breath-
taking surpriges for @ passangar is 10 sea
& right-angled bend at high level above
ground = somathing that would have
niol Deen unusual in a strest ramwey
bt s unexpected in a railway. The
gradients are also exclting, ané l:u-nq a5
steep as 10 17,

Most rail enthusiasts will regret that
curment collaction & not overhoad, as it
ks for the great ploneer of lkght rall
Britain, the Tyna & Wear Metro in Mew-
costhe. This was inténded when strest
runfing was considared, but the Dock-
lands Developmant Corporation had the
strange idea thal wires would be
unsightly so third rail was chosen; 7Dy
DC, shrouded at the top and sides for
safety (with wndarside peck-up) 8o sirset
running was out! |

No City Connection

Before the systern was finished, the
lbmits imposed on its sire and cosl ware
soan to ba too restrictive. The Ene is only
7-8 miles long and is slmost segregatad,
nel @nly from roads bul even from
British Ra#dl and the Underground. This
was clearly a mistake, Only &t Stratford,
where the DLR runs into 8 bay in tha

madn siation, is thare a really usebul
confection with both LRT and BR lines,
Even in the City 1&rminus, Tower Gate-
way, there is no physical connection
with the sdjoining Fenchurch Strest
station, which has always suffared frem
Bélng inclated from the Underground.

Employees of City firms, accustomed
to conveniant public transpon, will not
be pleased, if their offices move into
Docklands, &t the prospect of having to
iravel there whan thare (8 no link with
the DLR. Developers ot Canary Whar,
the heart of Docklands, whers thers will
ba maximum demand for tronspor,
insist on funding a connaction between
tha DLR and Bank tube stetion, which
will leave the present Tower Gateway
terrminue isolated,

This will be wary expensive and take
several years o do. Mr Bonnatl advised
building & simpler and chaaper link with
the District Ling, oy ol Towsr Hll, but
the Canary Wharf people were insistent
an linking with the heart of tha Clty,

Tunnel problems

To make matters worse, the DLR trains
hava panodamic windows and no doors
&t each end, not having been designed
for tube tunnels, Now the mile-long
tunnels must be mada wide encugh for
walkways ot the side of the train, 10
enaide passengars to use them in an
amargancy. Bank station eell will ba
totally redesigned.

The asma lightawesight tralng will uss
the City extension as the rest of the DLR:
the one pictured is ssen approsching
island Gardens, the tarminus an the |sle
of Dogs which adjoina the subvway to
Greenwich. Despite its rather unattrac-
tiwe box-liee shape, the mlerior s com:
fortable and sgreesble, and is said 1o
anjoy outstandingingly pleasant riding
qualities bacause of its lightness and
well-ballasted track,

Westferry is the station iBustrated
Tho roundad glass canopy in charpe
tershe of the LA and covers less than a
third of tha nine-maire plathorm. The
station was photographed in January
when unfinished, but its rather spartan
appasranca |8 nevertholess typlcal of
the DLR. & iz hoped to improve the
facilivas as time goes on.

The sysiam is however a highly signi-
ncant advance in light radl developmant.
Small though it is, an sastward exten
slon 1o Beckion and Barking & hoped
for, and perhaps also 8 southwards one
scross the rwer o Wooleach and
Thameamead thus evolving into & wider
el bvwork,

Tyne & Weasr Motro has proved to be
highly successful as a testing ground.
DLR is likely to be even more so, Light
rafl will b off 10 a good start in the haart
of the Capétal, and must surely be the
pracursor of many similar projecis
throughout the country.

Jack Ellis
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CBIl and Rail
Sir,

It's good to learn that the CEBl reads
Rallwatch (Letter fram H.Benn, April
1987 issuel.

| thilrk, howevar, that thelr contnbu-
tion wndesdines my point in expressing
alarm  about  the Confederation’s
lukewarm support fior rail deselopment.
I am sure thal most ol your resdars
would agrea that this was a pretty fzeble
It submitted of potential projects.

| am willing 1o le1 paople who read the
CBI repon maka up thelr own minds
about its overall balance, Meamehile,
parhaps, they could thiamaelves suggest
iocal projects that the CBI could add 1o
thair list. Suggestions should be sent 10
Br Bann of the CBI Transpon Depart-
mant at Centre Point, London WC1

Don Mathaw,
Transport Campaigner,
Friends of the Earth Lid.

Short Cut to
Eastleigh Electrification?

Daar Mr Willzon,

| am purzled by the appamnt meluc-
tance on the part of the Depariment of
Transpor to shew supporl for British
Rall in its desire 1o electrify the fines
batwean Porsmouth and Eastlaigh'
Southampton, particularty as il seems
that Hampshire County Council has
agreed 1o support the scheme finan-
cially

| have suggested to the Southemn an
aliernative scheme, that must be vary
much cheaper, and | would be interested
1o know about any Inhereni shomcom-
inge. The apparent benefita would seem.
in the absance of betier knowladge, o
outweigh possible shorcomings.

It it is possible to comples a triangle
at Eastleigh, by using land between the
Traction Malmenance Depot and the
girport, a direct ling from Fareham to 5t
Denys could be créated that would be
only 0.8 mile longer than the existing
line wia Matly. The presant line from
Fareham to Eastleigh is straight and
fast, in contrast (o that via Netly which is
tortwous, difficult and wery slow. The
gakn in time betwean Portemouth and
Sputhampton via the Eastleigh triangle
wolld ba warthwhila,

Bccess to the upgraded Parkway sta-
tion ot Southampton Airpori B & furthar
paint in favour, The layouts at Fareham
anil 51 Danys would allow the Nathy line
to be converied to a regular shunile, for
which slectrification could acooptably
be delsyed. Dare | suggest a further
economy in the line's singling? Thus all
immediate finance could be davotad to
glectrifying the Fareham - Eastleigh

4

section, with tha useful possibdlity of &
completed trisngle ai Eastleigh. The
nead for Fareham 1o be given a long-
owardug through service to London,
with electrification, should not require
any further argument.

Perhaps such & swggestion has
already been considered? If so, then |
am unawane of its discussion in print

Bruce Olivvar,
Southsea,
Hampshira,

Lincoln — Sleaford

Sir,

| feel the RDS, both nationally and in
Lincoinshire, should consider and
actively dobate the future of the Doncas-
ter, Lincobn, Skeaford to Peterborough
ling. This lina bost a lot of its traditional
impornance, as 4 freight route, upon
dosure of the March — Spalding line in
the sarly eighties, Soon, when the East
Coast Main Line s electrified, it is very
likaly that the ling's diversionary usaful-
mess will ba killed off (BR are unlikaly 1o
station diosal lecos afl either and 10
acoommodate weekend diversions), so
what rale will tha line ploy?

Az 5 passenger raihway the Doncaster
- Slealord and Paterborough _-ﬁplhllﬂn.g
gections seem to do increasingly weill,
it Sleaford to Spaiding s the woak
link. There is still a night shift and the
Slaaford avoiding ling s still opan, &
very ugseful by-pass; and in spite of
going through the closure process for
passenger trains it still carries regular
divartac ECML Inter-City and axcursion
trains.

Good shgns are Mors passengear trains
betwean Doncaster and Sleaford and
tha southern end, bul tha mpending
ECML slectrification must cast shadows
an this through routa. More traing to
Doncaster ehould prompt the faasibiliny
of reopening Misterton and Finninghy
Dther suggestions are a station in the
Mocton area, the Deepings area,
Donington or évan Helpringham.

The norharn par continues to carry a
lot of freight but, since the closure of
March, through freight is less — much
from the Eastarn Countles golng via
Stamford and the main line. Will more
fraight go by the main lina® What hap-
pans as tha East Anglian ports grow up
sgnd we gel & Channel Tunnel and,
hapefully, BR's freight share increases?
Aemamibar the Esst Coast Main Lins
betwsan Doncaster and Peterborough
in malnly only doubla track and fow
almost exclusively a high speed pas-
gangar railway. Can it accommodats a
lot of Tresght which would not be able 1o
traval ai such high spoada?

This freight, the reopened stations

suggested, and a better balanced sar-
vice south of Sleaford could provide the
line with a brighter future. Eventually
the [ine from Ely 1o March and Petar-
borough must be slectrified to provide
for better usage of rolling stock and
lpcas for frelghl haulage from Suffolk 1o
tha Morth, tying in with the maindine
slactrification, Could it dare be
sugoested that, in the long term, slac-
trification of the "Joimt Line™ would
seam sensible isingle line with passing
ipopel to provide for fredght and divar-
S4HNEL

Racently, the newapags’ snd mail
from the Peterborough to Sleaford and
Lincoln sreas hos been diverted via
the main line. Is the night shift now to
go? Waorss still, the Summar Salurday
Yarmouth traim has gone. & was 2
stipulation of the March closune that ane
holiday train should remain (where have
i gisen promises like this broken before
— nothing really changes, does i?).
These are all steps to reduce the na's
effectivensas.

BR ara surveying the line’s future now
- ADS nead to be involved now, before
its too late - especially concerning the
Sieaford — Spalding section. There is
much rumour due to lack of published
plans. We could heve a mini Sattle and
Carlisla and logé & wery usaful and
underused line. Waka up BDE, and help
sava tha "Jaint Line®.

P.B.Jowait.
Laasington,
Sleslord,
Lincs.

Singling in Cornwall
Sir,
As a mamber of RDS and & supporiar
of rail transport | always keep my eyes
apan whih travalling arcund,

MNow, | also subscribe to several rail
magasines = including BR's "Rail News"
ared | wias racently delighted 1o read that
wavaral millicn pounds wars 1@ b spent
in the Cormwall ares on modernising the
china clay industry's wagans and equip-
ment in the 5t Blazey depot and sidings.
Tha figurs, as | remamber it, was four
milliah pounds. That is & lol of money
and, as | was visiting an old friend in Par
iast manth, | thought | would look st the
Situdhan

The next station o Par is St Austel
and, as our Penzanca traln departed, |
felt it cross over on to the eastbound
track. | thought "hello, we have sngle
line working, are they relaying the
track?”

Giuess what = sevaral miles of track is
baing singlad on the main line batween
Trure ard St Austedl

Further westwands | noticed that the
sarme thing had also happened betwaen
Marazion and Panzanca,

| don't remember reading about thess

singling operations in any magannes
ond commant that this is bound to incur
dedays in the heavy summed holiday
traffic.

H.M.Muoore,
Ipswich,
Suffolk,

High Wycombe

Sir,

In view of the encouraging news in
tha currant issue or Raibwatch that thera
are 53 idess for stations in Network
SouthEast, | suggest that thare is a casa
for & neww halt 1o sarve the eastern and of
High Wycombe on the “"Chiltern Line®,
In recent years there has bean conslder-
abde housing development in the Lowd-
waler distnict which should atiract
ampla commuter support for a new halt,

Many years ago & hall was opénéd ai
Denham Golf Club, about a mia from
Denham station, and this has now
attracted new housing development
with worthawhlle addtional commuter
SUppO

I suggest that a similar hali sarving
the Loudwater area would be wall
justifisd.

John Bakar,
Saer Graen, Bucks

Letters to the Editor

Tha Editor is always pleased to receve
ieners, sricles and good guality blsck
and white prints for inclusion in Rail-
watch, Opinlans axpressed by corres.
pondents ane not necessarily those of
tha Editor or of the Society. Lottars may
be shorened or othersise altered whila
ratalning the sanss of tha original,

Labels

RDS now hea on anle poma affractve
re-usa envaelope labels 10 x 14cm, show'-
img a Sprinter and giving a few figuras
on rowd sccidents, plus the siogan “Feel
no pain = travel by train”. These are
avallable ai 150p par 100, post free, from
the Sales Officer, Geoff Kent, 21, Fleet-
wind Drive, East Hunsbury, MNosh:
ampton, M4 05T,

Ninth National Conference
of Rail Users Groups

This Is & magor event i the RDS calan-
dar, when delegates from all over Great
Britain coma together to hear and quas:
tion beading figunes in the railway field,
This year's conferance |s on Saturday
189th Septembear in University College,
Bedlord Way, London, from 1100 w
1630,

Furthar cetalls fram John Lark, 7 Glou-

cester Avenue, Gorleston, Greal Yar-
mouth, MWNordolk MNR3I1 T (pleass
pnclose SAE)

REGIONAL NOTES

EAST ANGLIA

“Eloctric tralns to Morwich, Cambridge,
Peterborough ... Where next?” This is
the slogan on & now four-page laaflet
brought out by the Branch in May o
mark the completion of the alectrifics-
tion schemes to thess major centres in
our region — schemes for which RDS
fought hard for many years. Our leafist
then goes on to put the case for a further
batch of schemes, as part of 8 natlonal
electrification programma,

Top of the lst should ba, in our view,
the continuation northwards from Cam-
beidge 1w Ely and King's Lynn, whils
other impariant extensions of the wines
veould be from Ely o Petarborough, and
to Sudbury and Felixstows. Thare woubd
then also be & case for electrification
across from Haughley Junction to Ely
wia Bury St Edmunida.

King's Lynn and West MNorfolk
Borough Councll has bean particularly
activa in pressing for ebecirification, and
ADS s working closely with this |ocal
authority. The Council hes commis-
glomad & foasibllity study by Or Nash of
Lesds Uiniversity,

in the run up to the General Election,
the Branch made full use of its new
Inaflal, and ales sought and publicised
the wiews of all candidates on rall
maltars — an offort mastermindad by
Jaohn Lark. Meanwhile, Steve Wilkinson
and Poter Wakeflald brought out an
updated raport on the case for restaring
passanger serviced from Cambridge to
5t lves — a cause also being actively
pursusd by our mamber David Green, in
his capacity & a County Councillor. Mr
Grean headed a successful bid by the
Aliiance and Labour groups on the
Council tor fresh feasibility studies on
the re-opening of the March - Wisbech
line to passengers — @ topic on which
Genaral Sacretary, Trever Garrod, mada
& broadcast on BBC Radio Cambridge-
shire on 28 May.

Tha new BR {imetabls in May saw the
introduction of a late-night train on the
East Suffolk line betwean Ipswich and
Lowastoft - for which RDS and the East
Suffalk Trawellers' Association have
besn campaigning for three yasrs, and
increased services between Moresch
and YarmowthvLowesioft. We ara also
relisved that the replscement for the
“European” boat train fram Hamsich o
GlasgowEdinbungh—the *Rhinelander”
from Harwich to Manchostor via Patar-
borough — remains & boco hauled train
with refreahmant lacilities,

Trevor Ganrod

EAST MIDLANDS

Tha highlight of rail development in this
ared was the reopening on 13 April of
passenger services o Corby — for which

ADS has campalgned for some five
years. Congratulations to Branch Chair-
man Ellsabath Jordan and sl the local
ADS and Corbyrall members who fowght
ao hard for this = not forgetling also
former RDS Area Representative Brian
Chaplin, who started the campalgn and
is now holding the RDS banner in South
Wast Scotland.

The train service (s a DMU shunie
taking 12 minwtes for the 7+ mile
trip between Kattering and Corby. Twao
diedicated alngla-unit traine carrying B5
passangers have proved to be insuffi-
cient for most workings, and & two-caer
st has had 1o be drafted in. The single
plattarm at Corby - usad by half a dozen
ROSCorbyrall excursions since 1983 —
has boen refurbished with lighting,
signs, steps and & shelher, and thare s
car parking space naxt 1@ i Indesd an
AA sign on the main road points o the
station,

Usage of the new service has
excoaded owpectations, and on soma
ergawded trains it has nol been possible
to collect all the fares. Elisabeth akso
reports thal the Bedford Branch of
ASLEF, whose mambears drive the tralns,
his baen very supporiive = indeed, |obs
wiould probably have been lost hed it
ngl B For tha new service,

In the February issue (of BW) our
corespondent D Taylor-Smith  wrote
abouf the problems aflecting the area.
Tihis time the naws ks far more positive.

Almost all the news s good, BR
adding an extra rush-hour train on the
Midiand Main Line, passangers carried
up by 2%, Corby reopening and over-
whelming succass for South Wigston
The Branch also held & succesaful AGM
whers the pressures and need for
developmeni ware discussed, resulting
in sdditional members being elected
with raspansibilty for the Rosde/Daven.
try ares and for freight.

The only worry |8 the mminant
mergar of BR's Leicestershire area with
Derby'Motts, The new [Bam will be
based in Derby leaving only a passanger
rmanagar o1 Laicestar. ADS locally is
concarned about this.

&1 the time of going to Press, the
Branch was working on a briefing and
guestionnaire for Parliamentary cand-
dates and stepping up it slectrification
CAMmpaign,

The new South Wigsion station,
openad on the Leicaster — Birmingham
line, has proved o be more successiul
than aven ADS predicted. Since opaning
in May BE, the sialion has badn exlén-
sively used, 50 much so that BR hawe
boen ambarrassed by the demand. The
ariginal 16 or so0 traing have now
increaasd 1o 30 odd. More additions ane
likety and the stalion ks expected o

L




rmake £80,000 for BR in a vear.

Indead local services 1o Hinckioy, Nar-
borousgh and South Wigston have
doubled thair capacity. BR have aleo
produced an atiractive local “Sprinter”
leaflet which has been distributed door-
lo-dodr in the Marborough and South
Wigston areas. At Chiktmas, BR ran
Spacial exira shopper trains, in conjunc-
tian with Leicester City Councll and
thoss too wans very well used

Thers is a strong moral in this gtory.
Soma § years ago, st & Public [nguiry,
BR, together with the County and
Borough Councils, sald there was no
rnaad for a station. Thanks to a tiny
groug, the Inguiry Ingpector disagraed
and so was born the campaign 1o re-
open South Wigston station. The work
was demoralising at times, but the
redults apoak for themsshves and ara o
textbook case for others campaigning
for re-opanings.

MELTON - KETTERING

Local ADS member, O Taylor-Smith, =
ot present working 1o parsuade BA 1o run
8 passenger service between Melon,
Ouakham, Corby and Kattering, using the
prasent diversianary and freight line. He
would welcama offers of halp and infor-
mationfarguments to back up the case.
His address ia; 4, Linden &vanue, Count-
esthorpe. Leicester, LES 3PG.

T Gamrod D, Taylor-Smith

GREATER MANCHESTER

The recant rail demonstration &
Debdale Park, Manchaster, attracted a
great deal of interest And membars of
tha public ware able to sample one of
tha few wehicles destined for the Lon-
don Docklands Light Raihway. There
was much favourable comment on the
bright interior decor and smooth ride
The Groater Mancehster PTA are now
wilting 1o haar the outcoma of thadr
application to the D.Tp. for a Sec. 56
grant for half the cost of construction of
the first stage of the proposed Greater
Manchaster LAT wystem, which will
inclwde conversion of the Bury line o
1600% de owarhaad and tha construction
of the strest section linking Manchestar
Victoria with Piccadilly and Central
(Graater Manchestar Exhibition Central,

Tha noew station ai Salford Crascent,
adjacent 1o Seiford University, opengd
on 11 May. inkially it will ba served only
by bocal traing bat itwill become 8 major
interchange with tha opening of tha
Windsor Link in 19884,

Heysham Harbour W 0 wolcome
racpening with the new tmetable. it will
save passangers the tadious bus trans-
fer between Lancaster and Heysham.

Tha Greatar Manchaestsr new siations
programme has happily survived the
sbolition of the GPMC and a now uniman-
ned station opened in June 51 Atheron
Hag Fold, batwean Atherton and Daisy
Hill. Lostock Junction station, between

Bohon and Blackrod, will recpen in late
surrumer 1387, Planning parmission has
mow been granted for & station ot
Woodsmoor, betwesn Davenport and
Hazel Grove, and It will be built 88 soon
a5 funds permit.

A further walcome improvemant with
tha new timetabla has bean the reimtng-
duction of Sunday sarvices on both the
Marnchester - Glossop and Manchester
= Wilmslow vis Styal lines. Tha hourly
services, which have beesn funded by
Darwwahire Courly Council and tha
Countryside Commission respectively,
will run wuntil the and of September. Tha
Glossop trains will be of great bensfit 1o
wigitors to tha Peak Deatriet and the Styal
service will improve access to Quarry
Bank Mill, a popular Mational Trust site.

Bus dereguiation, which saw a 19%
raduction in the bus milsage in Greater
Manchester, has greatly boosted rail
patronage in the county, Thare has been
an increase of 20% on the Bury line, with
an average of 11% on other services in
Morth Manchester, Two rush-hour trains
of the Bury line are now B-car forma-
tions and the new statlon al Mills Hill is
now used by 600 people a day. A naw
Passenger Oparsted Tickst lssuing
Machine [POTIS) has been installed haro
in an allempt 1o solve the problem of
guauing at Manchester Victoria

Andrew Maclardans

LINCOLNSHIRE & HUMBERSIDE

In the new timatabla thara are many
welcome changes in the Grantham -
Lincodn - Skognass sarvices. Tha sum-
mer Saturday trains all run up o 3
October and thers ame 816l aight extras
a5 in 1986, Thare are slight alterations in
starting points, soma belng furthed
afiald, and mora pick up poinis have
bean includad, A service from Mewcas-
e was anwvisaged bul has nol
atirialied,

More of the extras are composed of
DMUs. only three being loco hauled.
Tha Sunday service is greatly increasad
and Skegness will continue to be eervad
from Boston untill 4 Octobar. The Jolly
Fisherman trains run from Whitsun holi-
day wntll sarly Saptember, Monday -
Friday instead of Monday — Thursdays
only. Thers are more bege sanios tising
on the lines plus one more (o Skegness,
making seven, snd now four (previously
three) south from Sleaford to Spalding
and Patarbaraugh,

Sadly the bad points are 8 complate
braéakdown in conmectlons at Sleaford
from Lincoln imto  Skegness/Boston
trains during the middla part of the day,
wiith waits of up 1o one and & hall hours,
Tha Heckingion schoolchildren have
lost their commuter train into Sleaford,
prosumably becaune the new diagrama
preclude the provision of a train for
them, and tha contract may wall go to
the buses.

The summar SX train from Shaffiald
1o Skegness is lost and with it the

chance of a reasonable day trip fecility
fram Retford, Gainsborough and Lin-
coln to the coast ot @ timas whan rnoney
i% Deing spont 1o promote the lines. The
dated hsuled Sunday Cambridge -
Skagness still runs. A proviso of the
March = Spalding closue waa that &
Saturday Yarrmouth Holiday train should
contlnue. Two years or 8o on and this
has bean lost. Promises! Promises!

The sarfiest Skegness folk can now
arrive in Mottingham by train is 1320
and they miual rélumn by the 1831 from
Mottingham. i s not all progress. No
change in the 10-hour diy shift as yet =
this probably restricts the chances of
sy decam timatabling. The maln line
sarvices for local jowmeys: Peter
borough; Grantham: Newark; Retford
ete., is just as bad. Try geiting from
Petarborough 1o Boston and Skegnass
round aboul lestime! It is to ba hopad
that electrification will rectify this.

Boston will now stable three units,
Sorme very oarly and lste pasasnger
trains ars now sppanent plus some ECS
traing solely to move trains around
brought about owing to depot rationali-

E=aftron,

Saturday 9 May saw Batlins open at
Skagness but BR can't get [t right snd
the midday sarvice from Grantham was
supplemented by o doubde-deck bus - &
common 1986 ocourrance. BR should by
now know that people do wavel to
Skegness by train and  teo-coach
“Sprintera” are of no uie,

The Doncaster to Selby service has
be#n drastically reduced 10 six pooriy.
placed DMUs. The Hull to Bridiington
has besn improved but Bridlinglon now
hias oy one dated 50 service left 1o and
from Leicester, Withdrawal of through
holiday trains for day trippers during the
weak rathor hands it 10 the coach
OpEraiors.

Paul Jowett

MERSEYSIDE

A survey hald in November 1588
showed that the city centre joumeys on
thie Maraayrail Natwork wors up 12% on
19856, Journeys total 50,000 par week,
tha highost since MPTE records began
in 1969. City cenira journgys represant
about 70% of total journeys, thersfore
total patronage i mear 1 million par
weak (Tyre & Waar Metro claim 1.1
million journeys 5 weekl. The highast
incrense i on the Cly Line, +d45%
resubting in overcrowding. On Wirral
imas & drop of 10% was expectad with
the 40% fare Increase in April last year.
In fact, thanks in part to the continueng
discrganisation of the compating dera-
gulated bus services, it only dropped
3%, The New Brighton ine almast bald
it own and the biggest mystary is a
10% deop in patronsge on the Weat
Kirby line. Mortharn line increased by
18% owerall with Kirkby line showing
the greatest increase of 31%.

A gurvey of the Hooton line patronage
conductad in Novermber 1986 showed
that numbers had reached 126% of those
racorded  belore elsctrification. Tha
largest increase was at Bebington, with
# five-fold incresse to 3300 passangers
par day. Patronage at Bromborough
Raks, now 1200 passengers par day, is
45% highas than whan planned. Birken-
head Central is now used by ower 5200
passangers par day, Numbers should
COntNUE 10 INCrease, A naw station o
Eastham Hake, now badly needed,
woubld add a further significant impatus
10 pESSEnger nurmbers.

Electrification is on tha boil onca
sgain with Cheshire County Council
taking & more positive atfilude than in
tha past, MPTE are conducting feasibility
studies [nio the cost and justification for
Hiaton to Chester, Hooton to Ellesmers
Port or Melsby and Munis Cross to
Widnea W arrington. EEC gramts are nonw
50% as against 30% when the Rock
Farry = Hooton Line was eleotrified,
Costs appear relstively cheap companed
with Molorway schames e Hooton -
Chastar would cost £4 milion or Hoolon
—Ellegmers Por £2 million. Thisse sotin-
sions of the Marsayrail alecinic natwork
are wital and the Wirral Transport Usess'
Agsn. (WTUA) would suppart any initia-
tive for earty complation

Port Sunlight Centenary
Lawver Brothers and Porl Sunlight Villege
are 100 years old next year. Yarious
evants will take place throughout the
year from March to the end of the year
and thara will ba sem|-permansni attrac-
tions in the villsge. || promises (o be &
major attraction, Dne event will ba a Rail
Waeskand with othar forma of Vinlages
Public Transport as part of the svent
There should be some form of adoption
ol Porn Sunlight statlon a3 o gatawmy o
the village. Mo one wants the village to
bacoma & gigantic car park, i s hoped
that the major part of the Rall Waskend
will be the oparation of a passanger rail
sarvice on tha Port Sunlight to Stork
Margarine Works branch - a re-snact-
ment of the first Lord Leverhulme's
passengar service for employedas thal
operated from 1914 to 1929, The possi-
bility of steam-hauled traine is being
looked Ino as thes will have & bigger
tourist appeal,

WTUA Chairman, Angus Tilston, is
employed by Lever Bros. and suggested
tha Rail Weakend Tha WTUA have
thersfore been ssked 10 organise the
event and market fickets, A lot of
work will ba involved and pnyona who
would lke o volunieer 1o help a1 any
time during the weakend will be most
walooma, &8 will be sugpestians far
attrections during the ewvent Lewver
Brothers will pay all the costs of
pubdicity, exhibits and trains. Thay will
effectively sponsor the event, cower
some of their costs by ticked sales, and
lgave the WTUA with some financial
return for thalr eforie. Have you any

idpas? Mprseyradl and local buses could
dowall out of the cemenary year,

Angus Tilston
NORTH WEST

On 26 March & daelegation from tha
Semle-Carlizle Joant Action Commithes,
wihich included RADS mambaer Richard
Wans, met Publie Transpon Minkster,
David Mitchell. Inan interyiow I“.'ting 45
mimutas the Ministor was made awars
of the urgency feit along the line for a
quick dacision on its future, Apart from
this ha was Informad that the curmant
growth intraffic was forecast to continwe
whien the new service was launched on
11 May. This would make tha line into
one of the Prowincial Sector's most
succeasful. Mo was also Informaed that
BR's financial case for closure was mis-
leading &8 it was based on outdsted
data

Sinca the meeting Cumbria County
Councll have made a presaniation to tha
Minister who subseguently made a

auick trip on the line, Many baliave that
a decision & bmmdnent bul even with tha
calling of a Ganeral Election, nane has
& far been made. Thore are rurmours
that the Minister is looking for private
firms to take over the line. On 2 May the
SCJALC launchied & bnefing papar, writ-
tan by Richard Watis on the “Dalesman”
sarvice. This looks at the introductan,
current operation and fulure prospects
of the receipts. Copies are available
from Righard @t 16, Stanley Avenus,
Pemagriharm, Lanea. PR1 S9RB on receipt
of a large SA4E.

The Ribbla WValley HAail Group,
launched o campaign for the rein-
troduction of rall services on  the
Blackburn — Hellifield ling wera due 0
hold & Aibble Valley Rall dey on Satur-
day 11 July. A DMU chartered from BA
wolld operate a service of three trains
batwean Presion and Clitheroe.,

The Ormskirk o0 Preston Travellers'
Association held a8 sueocassful public
meating i Southport on B April @
launch their campaign for the restora-

BOOKSHELF

A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER
= a repost by the London Ragional
Passengers’ Committes, Golden Cross
House, B, Duncannon Sireel, London
WWCZM 4JF.

Tha commities which brought you
“The Clandesiine Railway” (Sao BOOK-
SHELF, RW 29} has now produced a
sacond report which, like the firsl. id
witly, cléardy written and readable, Tha
subjoct of this booklet is interchanga
between British Aail snd Underground
trains at certain stations in Greatar Lon-
dan,

The repart briefly states the histoncai
rapsons for the inconwvenianos of marny
intenchanges {ie that radkwvay companies
caormpeting with esach other were not
lkely to encoursge interchangal and
cites BR research which shows that car
owners tend to use their cars whan
faced with an interchange. It than
defines the facilities desirable from the
idmal interchange in terme of access,
amenities, information and staffing and,
finally provides “star ratings™ for fen
stations.

In general, the stations surveyed
“roachad a comman leval in terma of
facilitias”. General cleanliness, time-
table displays, and helpfulness by staff
wore encouraging. but signing and pab-
ihc aodress were less adequate in some
cases. Waiting rooms and toileis often
“presanied & digmal plcture”, and | was
uncerain whether hesters in waiting
rooms would ever function,

After prassing the convenience of
eross-platform  interchange at  such
places ss Swatford &nd Barking, tha
suthors awarded the “wooden spoon™
prize to West Hampstaad: “the layout of

the thrae stations i o poor that all but
the desparate or the most determined
wiould be deterred”, Considering the
siation's luturn as a major imerchango
with the “Thameslink®™ sarvices, this s
an important problem 1o be lackind,
LA

Railguides

CQur four new Rallguides are now oul -
see the enclosed leallel. Still available
mre EAST ANGLIA BY RAIL, MIDLANDS
BY RAIL, FVE SHIRES BY RAIL, KENT &
EAST SUSSEX BY RAIL. NORTH EAST
BY RAIL and (lasi few coples] CHESHIRE
E NORTH WALES BY RAIL. They cost
186p (Kent & East Sussax Z20p) from
Geoff Kent and, apart from making your
rail journeys mone intemsting, they also
rmake oxcellani prosants.

The General Secretary is now discus-
sing with Jarrolds the publication of a
final set of new rallgusdes in 1088, 1o
compiete the series, and would be
ploased 1o haar from any memiber will-
ing 1o help with these. The London &
Home Countles Branch has already
slared wark on 8 Aallguide for Suey
and West Susgex.

RDS Book on Reopenings

The Reopenings Committes @& working
on a8 new book, which 11 8 hoped 0
publish in the auturmn. 11 will contain
datails of all new and respaned statons
and Enes in the last two decades. It
should be invaluable in helping fo
parsuadé councils and similar bodbes
to back further rail espansion. Any
members willing to help — especially
any member with sultable photos,
ghould contact the Chairman, Alan
Bavan, aa 00N as possibla,



tion ol the Burscough curves and the
imtroduction of a direct Preston to South-
port service. Al the meseting a four page
leafiet setting out the cass for the resto-
ration of the curves was launched.
Copias are available from Richard Watta
|address abowvel on recelpt of & large
SAE. Lancashire County Council hope to
undertake o £15,000 study Into the
enginaering costs of restoring the
CLUFeEE,

From 11 May the Manchester to Black-
pool MNorh service was dramatically
Improved. The service (s once agaln
hakf-hourty with “Sprinters” taking over
fravn the old DMUS, and an same trains
a baiffal trollay is provided

Developments on the South Fylde line
hova been welcomed by tha South
Fylde Line Ligers’ Asan. The sarvice is
now hourly with a two-hourly Sunday
service and many rains are inked 1o the
East Lancashire Line providing through
facititias fram Colne and Burnley to 5t
Annes and Blackpool South. A naw
station has been opened in Blackpool 1o
sorve the Plassure Beach. Now SFLUA
are looking for the provision of a passing
lpop on the line s0 that its capacity can
b increased.

On 27 May the Branch was cue to
isunch s latest user group = for the
Manchaster — Didham — Rochdale line
Aryone interested in this group should
contact Richard Wans |address abowvi),

Richard Watts

YORKSHIRE

Bus deregulation, a change of manage-
ment on the PTAs and a substantial
incraase in the numbars travalling by
rail have resulied in a8 complete change
in attitude to rail travel in West and
South Yorkshire.

The Huddersfiald fo Denly Dals line
wihich has basn undar thraat of closure
for the past six years s 1o be given
financial support by tha West Yorkshire
PTA starting in October. By singling the
line from Denbty Dale to Huddessfield
and Introducing passing loops and by
replacing the DMUs with “Pacers” it is
estimated that the leval of financial
pupport can be kept balaw C400,000 paer
gnnum. There is, however, an urgent
nead ta improve the fimatable if patron-
age is to Incresse, &l present ravellars
in both directions arrve sither much (oo
aarly or 100 late for work,

The threat of closure 1o Woodlesford
giation & to be lifted by rerouting the
Shaffinld-Barnsiey-Leads trains via
Castieford, so that they will be able to
coll at Woodilssford, Only the lightly
usad station &l Altohs, nesr Mormanton,
ig likaly to close. New stalions are to be
apaned &1 tha rateé of about thras a yaar.
East Garforth has already opensd and
Frizsinghall is to open in the autumn, n
South Yorkshirg Rotherham Central has
already opened and four other stations
ore planned, Mobile claaning tasms ans

bring ot up 10 visil stations and remove
grafittl whilst public address systems
and television surveillance ame planned
far unmanned statlons,

It is proposed to provide an hourly
train garvica between Loesds and Shel.
liedd via Wakefigld and Rotherham to
replace what has been described a3 the
worst senvice in the country batwean
any comparablde pair of cities at that
distance, Through frains &re o be
restored betwesn Bradiord snd 1kley
and 3 hall-houry service s planned
batwaen Leads snd Skipton. it is further
proposed that rail fares should ba the
gama a5 bus feres for comparakble jour-
nirys,

The abrupt dismissal of Mr James
Towdar from the position of Chairman of
the Morth East TUCE at the end of March
cauzad widespread indignation in York-
shire. Whilst agpolmtmants to the Trans-
port Users’ Consultative Committes ang
for three year terms which may of may
not ba remawed, Tha manner in which Mr
Towler's sarvices werg ended would
poom Mo to be evidencs of "bad
blood' between the TUCC and British
Rail than of the need to bring in “fresh
blood' as claimed by the Depariment of
Trade and Industry.

During the sight years Mr Towler was
im office thers were six public inguiries
into rail cloaure proposals including two
i tha Shaffield - Huddarsfiald ling and
the mammoth Senle — Carlisle line
inguiry. No srea of tha country wWas
thiaataned with such savage cuts in tha
rail metwork as was West Yorkshine and
tha foct that thers aro any raibways loft
&t all is largely due to Mr Towler's
resistance to British Rail's attempts 10
implarmant the Gowernment's snti-reil
penlicigs.

Dienia Bradbury

LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

The dissolution of Pariament and the
Gonaral Eloction has involved the can-
vasslng of some 400 candidates on their
views aboul rmbway matters. Pressure
ol this work and the conseguant shon-
ege of suitable mesting rooms forced
postponemant of the projected meeting
with Chelsea Riverside Action Group
ebowut the Weastern Emwironmental
Improvemant Route Iprojected to run
slongside the Wes! London Line).

Tha Branch had its regular stand ai
Hoddesdon Model Rallwey Exhibition
an 2 May which was financially susccess-
ful. Sales of “Kent and East Sussex by
Rail® are going wery well, but ihere are
gtill quite a few laft and a starl on our
nant book "Sussax and Surmey by Rall”
hias now bean made.

Marrad only by incidents at Barking and
Willeaden Juncthon, the annual branch
puting on Saturday 30 May learly this
voar] was 8 huge Suctess,

Starting at Victoria, the party of about
@ dozen (all travelling on One-Day
Capitalcards) sampled the South Lon-
don Line, although not operating as &n
antity from Victorls to London Bridge
oulside the Rush Hour,

From thance, the party travelled o
Waoolwich Arsenal, thiough the tunmel
to North Wooblwich ithe ferry being on
gtrika), visiting the Monh Woolwich Rail-
way Museum, before proceading io
lumch at Barking.

After suitable rapast, members traval-
led over one of London's “forgotten
raitways” from Barking to Gospel Qak

John Barfiald
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