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RAIL/ROAD CONVERSION — “ISSUE CLOSED"

Ever since the infamous Hall & Smith
Study of tha mid 19708 we have constantly
been told by the Road Lobby that the
rights of way of railways could much mome
profitably be wed s roads. B R, tharefors,
{in the shape of Sir Peter Parker = before
he retired) took a gemble lost year by
commissioning the study nto Rail/Road
Comversion the results of which were pub-
lighed on 1 Bth March this year, A report

#= the potential for the conversion of Some
wiy rmouten in London into rosds
B.A.B March 1584, ISBN 0 F003 00473
Whether or not B, R% parmide pasd afl i &
migttar for you, the reader 1o decide afuer
reading these notes

The marms of reference of the stwdy
BT —

“To examing the extent to which, by
inwesting in parts of the railway system, it
wonilel be potsible o relese irufficiently
used routes which might profitsbly oon-
vert into toll or metered roads,” In choos-
g the routel to be studsed it was reas-
oned that, it any railway lmes npw carry-
img traffic cowld be judged to be of greater
value as part of the road system, it was
likaly that such lines cowld be identified
in Greater Londion, whare a very large net
work of radisting and orbital routes eo-in-
cide with & very lorge rosd wraliic dermand
A sample of n ral route sections, on

i Fomibis, walk thifalore axamined, all

them less heavily used than the main
vunk routes, snd consisting of both rad-
ial and orbitel waffic. The Soard however
sressed phar ohe choice of rounes was for
iusiratier purposes and ovd Pot 0 ey
WEy mply any prior Jecision o seek
choiura

The main concluwions of the Heport
are best summed up in the Press Releasa
fisubd by the Board on the dey of puldi-
cation,

“Undertaken by consultants, Coopars
& Lybrand Adsocistes and stesred by a
commitiee wwhich incheded Sir Alfred Sher-
mmisn, the report shows that anly one of tha
ten sections of route chasen for examing
tion could be contidersd & “prima {acie”
case for conversion. viz. Marylebone—Nor-
thalt Junction. In &l the cases examined
it proved unsconomec to maot the design
standards laid down by the Deparoment of
Tranaport s Highway Enginesrs becauss of
thee wary large capital sums that would have
besn nesdad to reconstruct bridgoL. en
large tumnels and widen the rights of way.
Im throe cases the double-track formation
would not even accomodate any width of
two-way road. Only if the Dapartment of

Transport was prepared to accept whe
would be “sub-itandard™ roads would tha
schemes be acceptable and, more import-
antly. if the Secretary of State was pre-
pared 1o give comen 10 closurs wnder the
18962 Tramsport Act procedure,”

Even then rosd viability was only hel-
ped by assuming that the Public Service
Ohligation Grant would be retained (Fven
if e rail passenger sarvices were with
drawn), and In the event only one routs
paised the teat and presented o prima facie
casa for further study. Howswar, the resul-
tinvg road (8, from Marylebone to Mor
thodt) wowdd be only 6.7 metres wide &
against 8 standard of 7.3 metras (with one
ndriower wctian only 5.0 matred widel,
and would have to be réstrcted 1o cars
anly feading into the alresdy congested
highway network narth of Beker Street —
the only othar alternative being for a limi-
ted “busway’ for single deckers anly with
some sectioni lirmited to llrrjt—d"llt'[iﬂl'l
aperation. Tha capital cost of this aption
was put 8t £16 milllon excluding the cost
ol & bup terminal at le'pll-hqnl, ar amy
lanal

The Bowrd semmed up the position by
sy ing that |t “considersd the sudy to
have Depn worthmafile because 11 throws
an objective, independent light on to @
controversy a particularly British disesase™
which has besn raging for 25 vears. We
ghall therefore noww tarn 1o the earliar ne
port which was Ewed by the Mational Bus
Company in January 1084 regarding the
specific proposats for the Great Ceniral
Busway and to which the B.R, report B
in effect a reply.

This report, New uies for Medundant
Raitways, Study Mo.2 Joint Centre for
Land Davelaprments, Univeriity of Reading
1084, concluded that conversion of
16, Tem., (106 milax) of B.R. route, from
Marylebone Station 1o Morthalt Junction,
to & 2-lane busway |3 feasible in technicsl
tarma, but that a Tkm, length of new rosd
wiould have to be built across open land @
eannect up with tha axiiting road network
It argues that the entirs rowte could be
madie suitable for 2-way operation of the
tallest coaches mow in sarvice [.e. Metro-
liner, but concedes that speed would have
to b raduced in the 2 main tunneh under
St.dohn’s Wood fto 34 moph.) and that
thare would have to be a length af single
line operation through a “'pinch-point™ at
West Harmpatead.

{Cantinued an back page, cold 1),

LET ROAD AND RAIL
COMPETE ON EQUAL TERMS

That was the theme of the address de-
liwered by BDS Chairman, Dr. Michasl
Caton, 1o the Society's Annual Genaral
Msating held in ELY iCambal on 28th
dpril, tha taxt of which i reproduced Ba-
ligess.

"Happily the turbulance iparked off by
the traim drivery’ sorike (n 159820 and the
Serpell Raport (in 1983) has now subsided
grnd Britlah Rall seame st on & yeady
course onoe again. Investment Ras been
incrensed and 8 number of schames, in:
cluding alectrification, building of new
ralling stock and track improvements are
now im hand. The Gowernment has de-
clared that there i no policy of major
cloures and, slthough this & hardly con
sigtent with recent proposals o cut out
the main lines from Setthe to Carllske and
Goole to Hull, | do belisve the next faw
wears will see the BR network maintained
ot about 15 present size, The currant drive
for graater efficiency will alio lead B
more cost-effective roilwaey reguiring las
support from the taxpayer.

&l this i commendabde and appass 10
make good econombs sense, but is it really
the best policy for rail in Britain? What
condideratian [ being given to the rols of
rail in the wider context of owerall Tans
port podicy and the economic needs of the
nation? It i & salutsey fact that the recent
reduction in Government support for BR
was preceaded by the lsue of g White
Paper snnouncing a8 £7.000 million road
programima dadlgned to meet the country 1
meads beyond the end of the centery. As
it alweyi the case with road projects, this
is justified on sockal nesd without & Rint
of improved efficiency within the road
tranEpaTT induatry

Indeed, some taxation polices actually
encourage waits on the rosds. Company
cars, for insmance. often comnveying only
the driver and thus hardly efficient users
of fusel, cost the community at beast £1,000
million par annum: mone thas the woal
support for BR, Yet this maishoe subsicy
which benefits mainly the bemer off, re-
cavipl not @ murmur of daapproval from
those podi ticians wh Segm 10 resant hand-
ing out public money to BR! Also what
pmtification & thére, socal or Economig,
for charging inter-city cosch operalors a
legnce fés whilch i anly @ fracon of that
fior a lorry or similar wesght and |25z sven
than for a private car? In granting coachai
the right to compete with rad the 1880
Transport Act did nothing to ensure that
wich competition i an egual wemi,




The Minlsier af Transport, Mr.Michalas
Ridiey, has recently been quoted as com-
paFing WanEporl operatoss with sweet or
shoe shop owners who go bust i their
businpsees fadl and no one supggests sheould
be protected from competition. As it hap
pens, however, shopd compete on egual
terma. This could be nearer the case in the
transpart arend if the Government decided
1o changs the rulm of compatition to en:
sure fair play on all sides.

The right sirategie decisiony for trand-
port will only ba reached when road and
rall are considered together with due re-
gard for the technical marits sach ha to
offer. When planining the road programme,
for example, has due allowance bean made
for the fact that decliming Morth Ssa oll
resarves may well precipitate & substantial
rise in wehicke operating costs by the end
of the century? Should not, therefore,
wome of the public money propoded for
rodéd buillding e diverted 1o imnesting in
slactric traink which can be povwered from
non-oil based energy sounces?

The WZE around London and other
orbital roads sre fine Tor those who wish
to drive around our big cities but available
lendd space will never allow roed vehicles
1o panetrate into city centres in unlimited
numberi. Fallways provide a centre 1o
centre service but are often incorveniently
sited 1o sarve new howsing areas on the
city outshkirti, Now 8 the time 1o bulld a
serigs of “pariway” stations at the points
whare the maen lines and orbital roads in:
tersect 1o encourage motorists 10 drive 1o
a rail-head and continue their journey by
train, Thess stations may not slweys b
justified in swrict commercial tarms but
thair comtribution 1o the overall transport
infrastructure would be substantial and
they would parmit numerous journeyi o
e completed in tmes unattainable by
eithar rail or road alona.

Conideration must also be ghwan to the
impact of the Channel Tunnal which will
affectively connect BR with the raoil
gysterms of mainland Evropa, The new rail
traffic gerarated from this source will par
meeate the entire BA network and must call
into guestion the wisdom of the presant
programme of reducing routs capacity by
track singling, in the intersst of short term
seonomias, | baliegve then, that BR b gan-
grally on the right tracks but that National
transpaet policy is in some respects con-
fusad and lpcking In vislon and Imagin-
athon. Rall is worthy of more than thig!™

MPLC

Severn Bridge —
Prass Cuttings wanted,

The Rail and Foad Sub-Commines is
contldering tha publicetion of a eaflmt
comparing expanditure on rell and road
bridges and would ba pleased to receive
press  cultingd ooncerning tha  Seearn
Bridge or any similar structure currently
demanding heavy sxpand ture.

Material ta! A.OidSald, 14 Long Lana,
Warral, Sheffield 530 3AF.

Sixth Mational Conference of Rail Usars’ Groups,
University College, London — 24th March 1984,

Each Hail Users' Groups Conference 50
far organised by RDS has seon increassd
attendance, reflecting the growth In the
rumber of such groups. This year's confer:
gnceé was attended by owver B0 representa-
tives whao heard David Mitchell, ML.P, Uindar
Secretary of State for FAaibwans speak on
“The Raitways — Post Election, Post Ser-
pall™

D¢, Caton, chairing the morming sessian,
reminded the conference of achisvements
such a8 the J30% Increase in traffic on tha
Oecford=Woreester line — due entirely to
promation by the local group and in spita
of no sesvice improvemants having been
made by BR. He told the Minister that
wihat users most wanted was stabillty snd
irvestment and remindad press represents
tives present that railways are and can bo
an instrument of growth. Pres reports
temcled to concentrate on the negative as-
pects of rallwey — the demise of the APT
wias widely reported yet the Introduction
of Mkl sleapsr car had recoived Randly
a mantion.

The Minister openad his speech by out-
lining cheval opmants in rail financing since
the farmation of BRE. |t had been assumed
that BR would be financially viable after
Baeching but bw 1982 revenue contribu-
tion had fallen to 50% and BRE had pres-
wed for & raview of Gowernment inancing
= hance the Serpell Report. Serpell style
cuts hipd now been rejected by the Minater
as they would have & damaging affect on
rural commumities and lose feeder traffic
1o maln limad. In his view corvartion vwoild
be an environmental disaster; masive
amaunts of Treight would be unleashed on
1o the roads while sxpress coaches running
on converted rail tracks would soon find
their way on 1o the rest of the road net:
work. Masiive investment in ral on the
athar hand would nat only entail a los of
funding 1o other public services but would
aleo tackile BRE with the burden of servic-
ing it

The remaining option, to maintain the
present ratwork with more investment,
wias present policy which had besn arrived
a1 ot anly by 8 process of elimination but
from the standpoint of conviction. Bath
the introduction of Sector Managemant
and the Corporate Plam had been good
moes likely 1o increase compstitivensss,
The Bosrd would now be et clear ob@mat-
ived and k=ft 1o achieva them withouwt pol-
itical interfarence.

It weas not the Gowernment's IATEATIoN
to embark on major closures but neither
did they intend to put the redbways “in
aspic.” From time to time the opportun-
ity costs of lnes would be appraised and
singling, radio control, lightweight stock
and sven Subsfifuie buses under 87 con:
trod considered. The Corporate Plan had
enwisaged a P50 Grant reduction to EB3Em
by 1088 but the Governmant wished to
bring this goal forwerd to 1586

Sinee 1870 howsvar, tha railwoyi had
imvested C200m; they had recently besn

given the “po-ahead”” for five major invest-
ment programmes totalling £120m whils
the external fimancing limit for 1984/5
anticipated a 40% increase in investment
by 1988, The Governmant was meady to
support amy investment programmse which
ttomd by it mavits, for exemple, the re
placement programme for 100 DMUs kad
been approved in 3 wesls

Wir. Minchell also mentionsd some posi-
tive A & D achisvernents of which he con-
sicherad Derby should be proud: wobd-itale
intertocking the Hghtweight railbus and a
stone-bilower for track maintenance. Tha
Government considered that Sec B Grant
gave a good emvironmental retumn on in-
vastmeni: much traffic was carried on un
sultaide roads to the detriment of villages.
£100m had besn proseded wnder Sec. 8
since its introduction, resulting in 130 new
or mefurbeshed terminals and 1000 new
wagons, Tha Deportment had just sppr
roved Grants totalling £3m [see Midla ™™
Mows ED), which togather would ov.
100,000 long-dstance lorry MOowsments a
yaar

Agkad whethar he thought that road
and rall infrastructureé codls should e fin-
anced on the sama basis, as suggested by
tha EEC, ha stated that tha E-mrl_'lnl af
Minsstars had not in fact concluded 115 dis-
cussbons on this matter, In the Govemn-
ment's view there wial & strong case for in-
creasing the condribution of the motor
wehicla, although the continental pro-rail
Iobby were divided & to whather to sub
gsidiss rail or Encromse rood taxes He put
the revenee from road and fuel tax at
ES500m with road spending at E3000m
p.a (A gross underestimation — See RDM
Mo 19 ED.

A thres-pronged guestion on closures
gaked if it were not @ breach of the Con-
sorvative Election Manifesio thet thess,
were several closure proposals at pres
wiak It fasr that at closure enguiries Bm
were allowad o put a wide wariety ol
reasons for closure even though objectors
could only cite parional hardship; end vwes
any legislation comemplated to enable
fosmal ohjection to closure of fresght-only
lines ¥

The Minister's reply to the first part is
a maat Tor inclusion In the politicsl eyvnie’
scrapbook — “our election manifesto did
rnot stote that there would be no routs
closures; merely that there was no pro-
gramwvmie of major route closures, that i
riot to sey that lines will not dese from
time to time” Evidence of objectors to
thas TUCTs) wea not Bhe sole factor taken
frite sccount in his decision and chjections
gf athwr matiers could be addreszed to
him. The freight sector of BR was nn
commercially and a decision to wi thdraw
& service was their sols responsibility,

COuestioned on the threatenad Goole—
Glilberdykes clowsrs, which would main the
end of an economically viable lime due 1o
no fault of BR, he declined to comment
{eontinued in nesxt column |

—

JOHN BETJEMAN — A LOYAL AND KEEN VICE-PRESIDENT

Ajl members will hove bean saddened by the death of Sir John Betjeman CBE, DL
a lifelong friend af raibways [incleding tramt) and & loyal suppader of the RDS.

He addreased what was almost the first public meeting of the Rallway Developrmant
Astociation, & it then was, in Conway Hall He spoke about railway archimcture and
attracted an audisnce of about B0 — quite a lot in the mid-Fifties. To sttend the mast-
img he had put off & trip with his children to the Iske of Man, and arrived withowt having

had tirme for & meal, sating a sausage roll

Although mars of an Englander than & Europaan, hi was an enthusisstic sdvocate of
the Channel Tunnel. When a start was sctuslly made on building the st one (the pilot
tunnal) | aaked him 10 dgn o letter 1o the prews [in November 18731 saying " Basild it
fast and save o, save patrol,” s thare was a fusl crisis at the time,

“Good,” he sald, “but youw ought to sign it not 1™ but added ™Y ours in entire agree-

ment, John Betjeman.™

J = John Betlemar

O 24oh June 19583 Siv John i3 seen naming loco No. BE22S ar 51 Pancras Station,
With b are B K. Chairman, Sir Peter Parker and LM, Regional Mn"l.tg&". Jirre OFBrign

ne thig mattor was now before him. He felt
that the courts should be able o provide
sufficient compeniation for damage of tha
kind caused to Goole Swing Bridges

Asked if i1 was equitable that cost bene-
fit analyiss should be applied to road but
niat rall funding he replied that inrvestmant
in the commercial rashway was expected (o
wield a 5% retuin, wharas thal n the i
cial railway was accepied when it prodwoed
swings. There wad, sadly, no mantion of
extending cost benefit rather than cost
effectivenass analysis to the raileays,

Turning to slectrification, Mr. Mitchell
was osked to comment on the Depart
mant's policy of aporaising sach BH pro-
posal in isolaten whereas the 1987 report
an shcirification has siressed that a0 hoc
approwal would be less satisfactory than a
large scale plan. He replied that he wanted
to be swre thai slectrification of sy
stretch of line would not incur higher op-
erating cost and cited Tonbwidge—Hostings
and Royston—Cambricge a3 two cases
whars the sconoimecs of convertion Had
besn “‘close”™, the deciding factor for the

Phadn by courtesy ol Bapah Rl sag lan Aken Poture LDREry

former being the betier accelerstion of
alectric trains which would eliminate hold
ups cauted by mixed traction in e Lon-
dan arva

On the subject of the East Cosst Main
Line he replied that & decivion on elactri-
fication weould be given once BR had pro
duced thelr Inter-City sirategy. Before ap-
proval it was Important to onow whather
BR intended to run existing MkIll HST
stock behnd electric tracthon on tha
ECML or 1o caseade it 1o other lines, He
doclimed to comment on track sngling
which he considerad a8 matier for manage-
ment. When a delegate mentioned an arith-
metic arrae in Option & of the Sarpell Re-
port the Minister said that his Department
would b “guiatly forgetting Serpell."”

Aftar lunch delegates split into two
groups; one to hear & lecture entitled
UPrablams and  Siues facing Prowincial
Services™ by Dr. Lewit Legley, Senigr Lec-
ELirET i Tllnlpu-rl Flanning at Liverpool
P:H-,'I.E.-r:hnlt; and the other & talk on the
“"Future of Public Transport in Urben
Ares” by Clir. Sylvia Aenllson, Viee-Chair
of Transport, Merseyside Met C.C

BOOKSHELF

“Bring Back the Trains™

Folipwing the suecessful reprint of the
first adition of this ADS publicaticn, a re:
yised and enlargad second edition & now
gailable. The last chapier, "The way for-
ward'', had bean oompletly rewsiiien 1o
include observations on Serpell, TEST, the
RS petition, rail mvestment, politicians
and the unions, progress made with re
openings since the First edition and the
Speller smandment to the 1862 Tramport
fct, A new feature 5 an appendix giving 8
list of cwer 400 stations whaere HOS con
sigers that the casa for opening or ré-open-
ing is worth inveitsgation.

The book |5 indispensable for thode
wishing to argue the case for re-gpeningd
ard It | to b hopad thet not anly will
members of RDS and users’ groups buy
perional coples but will also endeavour 1o
sall a5 many copies 58 possible on behalf
of RDS

Coples are svallable from: F. 1 Haatilow,
RDS Sales Officesr, 21 Morfolk Road,
Sutton Coldfeld 876 650 at £1.80 post
paid.

Apart from stressing the lack of any
positive staps to develop the potential of
rural radl pereioes (in line with ssmilar resi-
dential development] Or Lasiey concan-
tratad an ways of la) reducing thalr costs
and (b} increasing revenue, and remindad
delegates that whilst most rural lines have
never bean commercially viable they do,
mevertheless, provide significant contribu-
tory revenue 1o Inter-City as fesdars 1o the
main lines, He described stedies carried
out by the Poly on individual Enes (such
& Wrexham—Bidson) and track ration-
glization; simplified (i,e. radial signalfing;
chaaper replacement rolling stock (L&
railbuses| and new methods of oparation
1o achievs tha firt objective — rajecting
replacement bus senvices as “"no solution|™
The prima mwans of achiaving (bl was
seen in improved timatabling; proviiaon ol
fastar, maore rellabée and comfortable siock
and it better utilisation, but more impor
tantly by the opersng up of new JLElans
gnd new 1Ervicel 10 serva new mMarket.

Cifr. Aenilson in her talk, stresssd the
schisvements of the Metropolitan Coun-
tiad sinca thar (nception and Marseyside
wias cited as & prime example of the oo
ordination of services through P.T.EL
Withowt an intégrated Fanspori ByEtEm
thare would be a collapse of 1iTe a8 & whole
wcaune people wiould be unabla (o make
trips for work; shopoing: hospital and bus:
inasi. Sha |isted the banefits of rallwayd in
tha local transport system and said the
Matro-Counties thould sm for improve:
ments n four ares: (ol freight; (D) pass:
enger el iﬂpegra‘t on and ] fares siruc-
turel. In gcalling for an m-0DpTh §TUdY of
the rode of Metropalitan authorities she
wtbirly rejected the Government's propo
sals s owtlined in its White Paper “Stream-
lining the Cities” saying that it would
throw away 8 that they had schigved
leantinuad on page 4, col 3|




MEMBERS' PLATFORM

“Bowing Down to the Road Lobby"’
Gir,

Earlier last decade there wars two pub-
lic enguiries into the proposed BS54 Motor-
way, Thess proposals were rejected|

The M54 rebieves traffic basically from
the AB through Shropahire, a section of
ripad wihich is very ramely busy — certainky
inadequately busy toeven contemplate the
comtruction of an expansve motoraay.
For the benefit of the traffic on the AB
between Talford and Wolverhampton a
few milfion pounds only could have bsan
spent on road improvemants swhich would
surely suffice. Incidentally the ME4 has
coat sppeosimataly EBSm,

It has been condtructed over much ara:
bie farmland which could have been used
for growing food. Suech patentislly useful
land has therefore been replaced by petrol
fumes, The routing of the Motorway also
legves much to be desired 31 1t meets the
ME just south of the Hilton Park Service
Ares — &t one of the busest sctiom of
motorway In the country. Also if the M54
genarates it “own tralfic™ by the inter
vention of firms moving to Teiford, then
the problem of congestion on the MEB will
be exacerboted. The M54 will sherafore
CAUSE waffic problems rather bhan
SOLVING THEM!

The M54 rens south from Talford
(rathar than north], @nd if firms oo move
there they will also probabdy wish to wans
port their produce to the North as well as
the South — thus adding encrmausly o
the traffic on roads sugh as the A442 Adl
anad AdB atc., Thore i3 a perfectly good
rail link from Teifard to 'Wolverharmpton
which could be improwed snormously by
investing @ mene fraction of the CBEm. an
a new ral passenger station and, more im-
poreantly, & new freightlines tarminal with
perhaps & few additional sidings for part:
igular firma, Baaring in mind that far mare
Ten/Passenger miles can be mads per unit
of fusl by rail than by road it would be
more  scologically sound 1o encourage
trangport by reil rather than rosd.

The M54 & yet enother sxample of
where ecological and therefore comman
sanis polkehas have had to go by the board
in the intarests of budlding moteways far
the sake of motorways — the growth of
which haa now reached malignant propor
tions. In 1879 the Conservatives, under-
took not 1o wpand mMoney OR ANy Hew
motorwayd ofher than the M2E — tha
London Orbital — Promises . . . Promises!

A H. 8. Griffiths
Stoks-on-Trant

Sar,
“Is & naw Logo really necessary?”’
Forgwa ma for criticsing the higher
powars of the RDE, but which bright spark
decided that we needed & new Logo? It
weams change for the sake of changs to me,
The existing one s distinctive and re-
cognisable; even people who have never
wen i1 bBafore have told me they can doe
cipher its meaning. It makes a good letter

heading and is also & useful doodle to
draw on lecture notes and lecture theatre
damk.

The new one on the other hand, simply
using the letters B, D.5. is not suitable for
arvy of thess purposes What will happen
to RDS ties must also be in guestion? The
old Logo, with an added masiage, could
hizve been used for T-shirts, sweat-shirts,
of without sy MEeisage On IWwanbers,

H Gaoffrey Roper's motion o chamge
the Bociety"s name had suceseded it would
hove made the new Logo dtantly rédun-
dant. Surely this can not have been i
anly “Plus paint’’,

Eddee Graves
Histon, Cambidgs

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editor will consider for publication
latters and articles on matters of general
intereat (such as the abovel. Any opinions
gupressed, however, must not be taken as
necssarity raflecting the official views of
the Society, The Editor also reserves the
right to make cuts,

HAVE B.R. GOT IT WRONG
FOR 20 YEARS 777

Britigh Pail have withdrawn thair See
BB notices for the closure of both the
Settle — Carlisle and Goole — Gilberdyke
lines and are swarting the cosune process
all owar again,

This has been brought sbout by B.R'
rafusal to sccept users of the “'Dalas Rail™
services over the Settle — Carlisie line as
being éntitled 1o object 1o the closure pro-
posals, However Sec. 58 of the 1962 Tran
sport Act states that “Any uiar of any sar-
viee affected by the closure of a line can
object”’ thus not only are users of the
Dalesrall sarvices eligible 1o object but slso
traveliers on the West Coast main line wha
are diverted over tha Sattle — Carligle lina
becsusa tha line owver Shaep is closed 2t 8
woakend far maintensnce,

It is largaly due to detailed study of the
Act by the Yorkshire TUCC that this has
come to light, having been overlooked for
the past 20 years or so. BR having reluct-
antly accepted this stata of affein also de-
cided that it is applicable to the services
running south of Goole to London & Man-
chester, The Yorkshire TUCEC maintain
that the Huddersfield to Denby Dale and
the Wath Rosd junction 1o Gooss Hill jun
ction closure notices are akso affected and
are in corrospondence with B.R. about
this.

oJa

In viea of similar doubts, drasm o our
ptmntion by the G.L.C., the London &
Home Countles Branch are lso pursuing
with the TUCE far Landon the validity of
the closure notioes posted for the Stratfond
— Tottenham Hale service — mee also

REGIONAL NOTES -

{Rall Canfersnce —| _

Both speakers evoked lively discussion
and guestioning too detailed to recount
here and the Conference was summed up
by its Secretary, Trevor Garrod, who said
that its very size proved thal the pro-rad
lobby was a growth industry and it was
the tak of ADS 1o maka the rallways a
similar case. Politicians must be shown
that rail cuts were palitically unacceptable
and that the radlweys should be developed
— not destroyed — guoting the recent
Transport 2000 “TEST Aeport” snd the
Society’s own booklet “Bring Back the
Troim™, Most important of sl rall group
should be “positive” in their approaches
to B, A, management rather than [ust com-
plaining of what was wrong with local
STVICES

(Copies of the full Conference Heport
are svailable at B0p (incl. postage) from
A Harwood, 130 Harrowdens Gardens,
Teddington, Middx, — make chegues pay-
able to RDSH,

e STOP PRESS ...~

GREEN LIGHT FOR
SNOW HILL TUNNEL

The Gowernment has finslly approved
tha Birmingham, Snow Hill, rail link! The
announcemant by Mre, Lynds Chalker wes
given on Thursday 12th April and will en-
able work on the £7.8m. scherms o $an
in October 1984, In addition to a new &
platform station on the site of the former
GWR Snow Hill station, tracks will be laid
through the 5BB yd. tunnel under the city
gentre linkingup with the existing lines ot
a point mid-way between Bordesley and
Moar Strest ststions. The presant Moo
Strest terminus is expected to become re-
dundasnt whan a 2platform replecermant
is built alongside 81 the wnnel mouth.

The RDS Midlands Branch fought the
originad closure of the route in 1968 and
hat eampasgned vigorously ever since for

ity re-oponing. A& further second stage ces,

velopment will still be required to exte
thi Seow Hill lines throuph Hockbey and
Handsworth to link up at Galton Junc
with the Kidderminster line and thus pro-
widda snother cross-aity suburban rail ger
wice. & branch o West Bromwich is also
pcdvocated by the ADS,

NORTH LONDOMN LINE —
CITY LINK

Members are advised that formal notice
has been posted by the B.R.8. under Sec.
56 (71 of the Transport Act 1062 for the
withdrawal of rail pasanger sorvices be-
teveen Brosd Strew. and Dalston \West
Junction; the operative date to be Bth July
1888 — or the completion of the Graham
Road cures — whichever is the later, 1108,
however, proposed that sarvices from
Richmond (not Watford) will be diverted
to Marth Woolwich on completion of the
electrification thereto (from Dalston] —
due May 1985 — with connecting services
1o Liverpood Street via Stratfond.

Objections to T.LC.C. for London,
3/4 Gt Mardborough Strest, London W1V
ZEA by ZFch June 1584,

LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

Events in this area have mowved fairly
rapicdly since our last report both on the
domastic and the broader rall front. Two
meetings organisad by the Branch proved
very successful, if not in the numbers
attending then certainky in their content

Firstly on 9th February, 20 or 30 mem-
bers from south of the Thames attonded
an ilustrated lecture in Croyden given by
Richard W. Malins, from 5.R, Chief Pass-
enger Manager's Office &t Waterioo, entit-
led "Caring for the Customer — some les-
som from Europa™; whilit on 4th April
about the same numbaer from north of the
river hesrd & stimulating talk ot Friends’
House, Euston, given by Len Dumélow,
Secratary of the C.T.C.C. on the subject
of "T,U.C.Cs — the Consumar Watchdog™.

AAath speakers evoked varied and pertinent
mtions and it is only a pity that mors
rmemberd were not able 1o hear what they
had to sey. The same must also regrettably,
be sald for support for the joint RDS/
ADRPA FRailtour from Maryisbone to
Milton Keynes on Bth Jure and, a3 ssemi
likely from reports elsewhere in this issue,
B.A. will definitely be putting forward
propossls for the chosure of Marylobone,
it is important that we should give every
support to the two main groups wha will
be fighting to retain a ressonabée rail ser-
vice [(certainly if the aspirations of the
National Bus Company are 2llowed to pre-
vaill namaly the Aylesbury & District Rail
Passangers' snd Marylebone Traveller'
Astociations who repressent regular users
of the Amersham = Aylesbury and High
Whyeombe services respactively,

Raill closures (& predicted in our last
issue) look set to be the main target of our

Aention in the coming maonths sand the

qanch has now lodged formal objection
to tha withcrewal of ral| passenger sarvices
between Stratford and Tottenham Hale,
11 ia litthe wonder that few paople use the
lirn when one comes to check the timas
the few traine run—that s whan they have
not been cancellad—and RDS I8 pursuing
with the BBC the apparent bias in a recent
TV item on tha subject. Furthermors BA
could not have chosen 8 Worse moamant 1o
put foremrd their closure proposals with
the recent opening of 8 masilve lee Rink
near the only staton which would be
closad |ie. Lea Bridge). Having spparenthy
mada a slight ~ faux pas” in publication of
the closure notices — which may have to
be ri-lssusd — perhaps it i sl 1oo late fod
B.R, to think again on this one.

Thi radl scena (n London has, neverths-
less, been dominated by the Government's
propotals for London Regional Transmort,
the Bill for which received i Third Read-
ing in the Commons on Sth April (and is
reported In more detail "IN PARLILA-
MENT”] and i anticipation of its provi-
slons Southern Aeghon b alroady tunmad
down & six figure grant offer from the
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G.LEC. to double the freqguency of one of
its rail parvices — similar to that for the
“Jarz Trains” betwesn Liverpool Strest
ared Enfiekd The capacity of L.T. o pro-
vide a satisfactory alternative service for
the users of Marylebone (a1 least for the
Amersham — Aylesbury section) if B.R.
carfies out its stated intentions (announ
cad on 15th March) for Marylabone—Nor-
tholt Junc., is 2 matter for serious doubt.
even if the new regime under & Whitehall

dominated PTA permitted it to do so. The

only recent good news has been B.R’s an-
nouncament of i intention o electrity
the Wickford—Southminster line and 12
uge mora effectively the Waest London Line
{Sae also Midlands Notes),

Discussions are, however, continuing
with the G.L.C. snd BLR. on the fafmer s
proposals to develop “'Cross-London
Links” (both via the West London Line
and the Snow Hill Tunnel: Farringdon —
Blackfriars) and cur mesting with Gordon
Pettitt, Deputy Director, Londan & South
East. on #nd February was frank and 1o
tha paint and will, hopafully, lsad 1o 8
closer working relationship with our Sec-
tor Managemant. On a8 mare paronsl note
the Branch was well represented on 18th
April when the B.R. Area Manager
{Ashiford] unweiled a commemarative seat
on Bearsied station (Kent) in memory of
tha endesvours of our lete President,
A owland Victor Banks.

WEST MIDLANDS

Branch members attending tha Rall
Users” Conference (on 2dth March] wers
porticularly plessed to hear David Mit
chell's announcemient of the four Sec B
Grants totalling £E3m. approved for rasl
freight facilities in the ares. Aound Oak
Steel Terminal gets £1.58m.; Bardon Hill
Duarry, Laics, £1.63m.; National Smoke
less Fuels (nre, Coventry) receives £173,000
and English China Clays a1 Leicestar re-
celves £126 0000 Meanwhile at Cradley
Haath [which last year aoquired a £250,000
car park snd bus stetion| & new rail plat-
fiorm, ticket office, waiting room and other
facilitias costing & further £336,000 havwe
been provided, Traffic oa this line (o
Stourbridge and Kidderminstar) has e
cently Increased by 23% and the SWR ax-
pect to open their new Kidderminster ex-
tensdan by Juby. The former Oldbury e
tion has akso besn transformed at a cost of
£1.3m. into the Sandwell and Dudlay sts
tion to offer Inter-City services and méw
car-parking. It was due to come nto use
I May &t the iams timé & the extanion
of the intensive Cross-city train service be-
yond Four Oaks to Blake Stroet on the
Lichfield kine. Alza from May 14th better
wrvices wers due to run betwesn Blrm-
ingham and Cambeldge, including a new
Wolverhampton — Harwich servece. Six
traind & day will also ba using the West
London Line to reach Gatwick, including
the 13.23 Hull-Brighton. From Padding
ton there will also be the 06.50 w Hull;

JWB

and the 10.75 HST to Malvern via Ewe-
sham, Paddington i also the destination
of a direct Saturday DMU from Stratfoed-
upon-Avon, via Bicestar,

Lescal passenger numisers have incresied
by some 10% over the last 1.2 months des-
pite the recession. Totsl arrivals and da-
partures gach weekday counted at Mew
Straet. Moor 5t and Five Ways ware
52 678 in Mowernber 1982 and 57 BB4 in
Movernbar 1983, These exclude all other
imtermediate passengars and thoss wing
Inter-city trains, Total patronege on Sat-
wrdiys 8 highar than on weekdays, Tha
Longbridge line carried its highest totad of
15,110 passengers per day. Derby station
it to be recomstructed at & cost of £3m.;
and Crewe & to have a E14m. modernisa:
o, The D.Tp. also have before them pro-
posals by Telford Development Corpors-
tion; Salop C.C. sndd British Rail for the
long-awaited £2m. Central Station.

On the more domestic scene our Char-
ter train to York, on ldth April from Wal-
sall, Rugeley and Hadnesford was hsuled
by the requested Class 40 loco and with-
put advartising all tickets were sold out
within B wesks! On O9th May a publie
meating is also due to be held in Cannock
to promate the much sought atter re-open-
ing of the line and publication of the se-
cond edition of “Bring Back the Trains.”
Over 5,000 signatures wers recently cal-
lected snd handed in to Staffordshire
County Council from local residents ap-
pealing for the new train service, Party
visits have also been arranged; to Mersey-
gids on 12th May and %o the BLR, sxhibi
tion for the Sandwell & Dudley station
on 17th May. Sponsorships are also being
gathered to support Richerd Hulse's cycle
ride (of over 100 miles] to Metharingham
in Lince on 19th May, In lste May It s
also planned to hold a "“Rall Day™ in Rad-
diteh and maore Charter axcuriions are
planned for the Summer.

Maarwhile the pictureigus Churnet
Valley ifreight-oniy) line has been appro-
ved for passenger operation, On Easter
Sundsy % Mondsy plus all Sundiva In
June, July, August and ber the
Morth Staffordshire Riy. Co,, (1878) will
be offering a £1,85 ticket at their Cheddls-
ton Staffy. headguarters for a thart steam
hauled ride at the station plus a 12 mile
seenic dissel run from Cheddletan 1o Oak-
maoe, via Corrall snd Froghall e
EAST ANGLIA

On April Tth our B&pege rail-based
guide book to the region entitied “EAST
ANGLIA BY RAIL" was launched at a
recaption given by the Branch st Meedham
Market, Suffoli. Thase present included
most of its authors, plus guests from B.H,;
lpcal counclls and woluntary bodies duch
a5 the Womens' Institutes: Cyclists Tour-
ing Club pnd enthusisit groups. Publics
tion of this book (n 3,000 coples] was the
culmination of @ month® wark by the
Branch. Copées can be obtained at £1.50




frorm Mr P, A Lowrence, 76 Maripit Lane,
Norwich MRS BXN.

On the wider radl front work Ras startad
on a hatt at Roughton Road, on the south-
ern outskirt of Cromaer, & part of @ job
creation scheme. This halt should be open
by October and was first suggested by RDS
for 10 be more precise the former RIS) In
1976, The “Anglia Ranger” tickst has
bean re-launchad by BR=and, after mwaral
years of pregure by RDE and local users’
groups, has at last been extended to in-
clude the Sudbury Branch, Harwich, Hit-
chin and Spalding are also welcome new
saditiond 1o the Hckel — bul & 0 conss-
guence the price for 3 T-day Ranger has
besan increased by B0% - vo £7.50. This
makes i1 unattractive for return wips of
undar 100 mibes (g |pewich—Lowestoftl
and we have baen proming BR, {o intro-
duce some Day Aetwrns on the “Paytrain™
limgd to make wp for this

Among special wains run through the
Branch area of by local Groups ware a fur
ther sucoassful RDS charter from North
Herts, on April Tth, carrying over 300 pas-
sengars over the Settle—Carllils which un-
fortunaely reduced the local cattle pop-
wlation by one head Two speciali run by
siflllated groups included those by the
Morth East Morfolk Travellars Aszn, to the
sarme destination, on 215t April and Sth
May. Whether similar bovise slaughter also
edusd 4 not reported but it i1 hoped
that the locals are not becoming careless
in anticipation of tha line's Imminent de-
mise. Two further RDS specials are due 1o
run to York and Scarborough; from Caol-
chaster on 24th Jura and from Wisbach
on 15t July.

YORKSHIRE

At tha Branch Mesting held in Lesch
on 1Teth March, it wa agresd to make
strong represntations to the candidates
in the forthcoming Eurc-Elections about
the nesd to secure good rall links in the
port of Hull and to press BR 1o apply for
EEC funds towards the rapalr of the stwrat

ic bridge carrying the Doncaster — Hull
mr gver the River Ouse ot Goole. Qver
3,000 abjections 1o the clomes proposaks
for tha Goole — Gilberdyks lina (affected
by the abowve bridgel hed been registered
with the T.LLC.C. in ¥ork by the tims the
parlod for objection cloied, This substan-
vl figure is undoubtedly due to the mag
nificent work of tha Goole Rail Action
Commities who syitematically camaised
the streets in Goole and the surrounding
wrags. BO% of the peopls questioned sald
they would not us the replacament bus
wervion I the line ware closed. The Agtion
Commites had certainly achisved a lot in
tha 20 weeksy of i3 existence, showing
clearly the strength of local fesling on thia
iU

In order 1o divert Doncater = Hill
trains via Selby it 4 understood thet BR
i irranging 1o buy an “spron of coal™ un-
darneath the line — at & cost of £60 mil-
lbon; whereas it would only cost £2 mil-
lion to repair Goole Bridge! Anather major
Miue conceming the Branch is the future

of services in the Halifax area, part|cularky
in wiew of the likely closure proposals for
the Dryclough June =Grestland Junc. snd
Bradley Wood Jumc—Bradiey Junc. lines
= on which the only regulés passenger ser-
wice 1§ the summer-anly Bradford—Wey-
mamith trakn,

The Branch hay also Bawed & papsr set:
ting out the case for a mew service from
Shaffield to Bradfond via Huddenfield and
Halifax, using thase routes. Huch a service
eould sho conndct at Halifax with the
planned Leeds — Preston service reported
elsewhers in this isse,

Howsvir, therd now wsems 1o be & good
chance that a central station will be built
in Rotherham. A recent merting betwean
Rotherham Borough Council and 5, orks,
PTE apreed on the meed for the scheme,
Plans are now baing drown up for the des.
ign of the station and the transfer of land.
!z:mlnn to ona of aur old chestnuts, the
Ministry of Transport has refused permis-
sion for the Stocksbridge by-pass, which
will link the Woodhead road with the M1,
to cut the Woodhead rail line in two be-
twman Shaffield and Penistons, but insists
that the rosd must cross the ling on a
bricge. Shaifield City Council have basn
in the forefront of the fight 1o presarve
tha Woodhead line.

Finally a public meeting wes due to be
held in Bridlington on 19th April to launch
§ Rail User’” Group for the Hull —5car-
borgugh line. Ouestionnaires sent oui over
tha pait faw monthi have thown that thern
is considerable intereat inabtaining an im-
prowed rail service,

DJR/TIG

SEVERNSIDE

Since the publication af a statement
that neither BR nor Gloues. €. €. could
fund & simple replacement halt at Ash-
church, work haa besn carried out st Chal:
tenhem to move the crosover to the car-
riage eldingl a4 part of track alterations to
glightly increase the speed of non-stopping
traing. The money for this could perhaps
have been better ipent on the re-arsction
of many spare concrete platforms at pre-
ferrad locations ot Charfield, Stonehowuis
Oidends Lane, Tosdemoor Valley (Brimg-
combel, Cashes Green, Churchdown, Arle
Court (Hatherley]l, Westbury on Sevérn,
Frestbury Park, Cheltenham Stadium or
gveri Chaltenham Candral {Stlamml. A
wery disturbing letier from the BRE Chair-
man, passsd to us by the local MP and Sec-
retary of State for Tramsport, Micholas
Ridley, discloses the Boards” thoughts that
sxisting troimi betwesn Chieltenham and
Worcester may be withdrawn because of
o patronsge indtesd of the expectad
extra seryvices by extension of Swindon 1o
Chaltenbam DMUs 1o Worcester in order
1o form attrective sarvices to Ashchurgh,

Stonehoute Parish Council reported on
13th Aprll that it would recommand the
re-opening of the Bristol Rosd station at
Srannhoute to pamangers, which s now a
Coal Concentration Depot. Tha Branch
Bacretary has been actively pressing BR
for this re-opening since July 1970 whean
County Plans were published in which the

itation could be in the middle of the ex-
panding Eastlington/Stonehouse area. He
hat slio wsggested an altesnative location
anly a train-length away at (Hdends Cros-
ging wheve a small field could becoms a
car park and is equally comenient to the
industrial sstate and residential arsa dev-
#lopad dinoi clodure of the itation 1o pas-
sengers, The forthcoming omission of calls
at Stonshouss Burdett Road by a Padding:
tan ta Cheltenharn HST (and return) — e
placing existing DMUs — had arowssd pub-
lig obpetion, Local rallwey stafd had re
quested calls st Stonshouse 1o be men-
tained for busimeis visitors s well as local
reshdents.

Strong public support has developsd
recently i the Swindon district towerds
reopening of Halts at Purton and Wooton
Bassati, which our Secratary haa bean pur
guing simce 1970 and 1872 respactively,
being an aren whart ha has made extendse
distribution of ADS literature. The Branch
dlizcusaed these and othar projects at thair
AGM, in Bristol on 14th April, being
strongly in favour of Weymouth to W™
bury DMUs being extended to Swino
caling at the remaining platform at Meik-
gham |another re-opening) ae well & a1
Chippenham and Wootton Bassett, e

NORTH WEST

On the Oxenholme—"Windermere line a
succesiful pulblie meeting was held in Kean-
dal on 28th February, organised jointly by
RDS and Tramsport 20000 The meeting
wad acddresied by Asea Manager, Stuart
Palmar, who said that British Rail wera
pxamining the possibility of electrifying
thie branch a3 one wey of replacing the sge-
ing DMUs On a less aptimistic note he
gabd the Board had not drewn up any def-
inate plans for @ new passnger station at
Windarmers — tha present vary batic facili:
ties baing a source of widespread local con-
troversy las Mr. Palmar diicoversd)
sinca BA Property Board seid off the o
ined station to & local supermarket chain,
(nlikes Bath Graen Park — it wis presum
abdy still in usa!l EDL) A local users’ growp
woat formed foe the line calling itsall the
LAKES LINE ACTION GROUP (LLAG).
Membership Fes is £1.00 and should be
sent to 16 Stenley Awenue, Penworthem,
PR1 9RE

Turming to tha Flastwood Branch, tha
local port handles over 2 million tonnes of
freight & yaar which involves over B00 =
GO0 heaey lory movements o day, Mone
of this very substantial traffic is. however,
hendled by rail deipite the proximity o
the port of the Fleetwood railway line
{which & a branch off the main Preston —
Bliackpool Morth line - from Poulton le
Fyldel, To redress this imbalance a new
group has been formed calling iself the
FLEETWOOD aND THORNTON RAIL
ACTION “B4. MrGBoyile, [MNorth Weat
Branch Fraight Officer and member of the
Mationa Fraight Sub-Committesl was af
its inaugural manting and elected to its
comem iThes.

The Tocdmorden Fall Action Growp i§
to run @ railtour on Saturday 18t August

from Rose Grove & Todmorden o tra-
verse the Sattle B Carfisle line.

The Research project on the Ormskirk
1o Preston fine will be well under way by
the time mambers resd thew Notes, This
wirk is being carried out under the lesder-
ship of Dr. Lewis Leslay who addresied
one of the sessions at the Ael Users’ Con-
ference. O.P.T.A. — the local rail users'
group recently met Mr, B. Wilkon, Area
Manager B.R. Merseyrail and among the
subpects discuied waa the possibslity of
the Association adopting Croston station.

With the lsoming Government threat
o the futurs of the Metro-County Coun-
cils the Morth West Branch arranged a
mesting to discuss the wvacuum which
would occur if this aim were achieved.
Addrassing the meating was County Coun-
ciller Al Ross, Chairman of the Mersey-
side Passnger Transport Commines. He
sald thet abalition of the Metropolitan
County Councils, and the transferrence of
public transport to a joint board made up
Adlﬂriﬂ councl representatives, would

< Tate all the galns made in pubdic trans

. <1 Bince thelr crestlon, He felt that
country-wide rail schemas would suifer
and that public transport “No-Go™ areas
would develop. 4As a result of the meeting
N W.Branch submitted a 3-pape Memdr
andum to the Department of the Environ-
menl selting out it wiews on the White
Paper “Streamlining the Citled"', tha main
conclusion beng that the new arrange
mants would not be ax affickent or @1 cost:
effective & a1 prasanL

Raverting to Memsayside regarding the
item in the NOVEMBER B3 kssue of
RN, (st page B, col.2] concemning the
jesm of Boarding Teckaty on Mersayrail,
the M.P.T.E. have advised that those pass-
angeri without sither a valid ticket or &
boarding ticket and who claim o hawe
startad their journey from a station which
i & bosrding tekel maching, sre chargsd
a standard fare of £1.50 for their jourmey.

~This applies whather the station is man

4 or un-manned at the time, Meanwhile
wiersayinde CC. have been giving activae
consideration to the possibilities of pur
chasing outright, the entire Marseyrail
network from British Rail This ldoa has
arisen, & 3 consequence of an axceptional
numbes of breakdowns and points/signal
failures during the last 12 months. How-
ever, negotiations with B.R. are only atan
initial stage and the antire plan could of
course come to nothing if the Governr
ment's plan to abolsh the Metropalitan
County Councls suatsads.

Meverthabess five Merssytide atations
are to meceive facelifts costing & ol of
E100,000. They are Broad Gresn, Roby,
Huyton, Prescot and 5t Holems Shaw
Gweet. Marseyside County Council hawe

SUBSCRIPTIOMNS — 1f you have recen-
thy renewed your subscription to RDS a
new MEMBERSHIP CARD |5 ENCLO-
SED. If, howewer, your subscription falls
diss in the next few months A RENEWAL
FORM 15 ENCLOSED. A donation ower
and sbove your wibscription will always
be walcome,

promised £60,000 towsrds the project
After numerous complaints from passen-
gers sbout overcrowding and cancellatiom
on Merseyrall electric services, the MPTE
have promiwed that the problsmd should
be slleviaied by 1985, when all class 508
EMUE are transferced fram the Southern
Reglon. The main problems have occurred
on the Wirrgl Line, whera the ageing class
BO3 wnits liome dating from 1938 have
besn prone to breakdowms, By Oct. 1885,
ol electric services will operate on a 15
minute frequency throughout the day,
except avenings and Sundays when the fre-
gquancy will be 30 minutes. 11 & alis hoped
to increase the peak-hour frequency of
tha Liverpool — Southport services to one
train train every 4 minutes.
RW/ME

NORTH MIDLANDS

First, the good news! — A privatesiding
wat recently opened into the Kirton
INott] beickworks owned by Butteriey
Bullding Materials. Movement of bricks
by radl v condeguantly axpected o riee
from 12.5m. {28,000 tonnes) to 16 mill-
ion aanually now ihet tramhipment ot
Mewsrk & no longer required. Charter
trains are now operating from the Mid-
land Raliway Trust's swation st Butterley.
A Christrmas shoppers’ special ran to 5t
Pancras, and this was followsd by 8 sconic
tour to Settle, Carlisle and Mawcastle. It
is probable that BR will abtain grants from
local suthorities and the Football Trust to
install reversible signalling and carry out
improvements to Platform 8 ot Motting
ham Midlend. This will give fans guicker
pcoes 1o the football grounds, and enable
parcels traffic tobe traraferred to Midland
from London Road Low Level, which will
then be sold Local sutharities sre also
giving financial help towards other im-
provemants &t Nottingham Midland, which
is wed by 3 million passengers annually;
also towards forscourt imMprovemsnis M
Mewsrk Northpate, and ralsing a platform
at Aslockton,

Now the not-so-good nowi! = The fut-
ure of Mottingham to Mewsk services s
uncertain. Notts. County Council has re-
fused to contribute towards renawing |ife
expirad lighting and raising piatforms &t
Rolleston, which will tharefore most pro-
bably be proposed for closure. Strong op-
pokition o this wai woiced a1 & public
meeting held by the Lincoln=MNotingham
Line Usary® Apaziation in February. Con
carn was also expressed over idess 1o e
route the line's service via Mewark North-
gate and Botteslord, coupled with the clo
sure of the level crosing with the East
Coast Mpin Lina, This would fecilitate con-
struction of the Newark northern by-pass
road, but eave statiors from Carlton to
Mewark Castie snd Morthgate stations,
with reversal at the latter; Crewe traing on
this run already have to reversa ot Derby,

With the start of the new timetable in
Moy, the “Master Cuther” from Sheffinld
will mun via Derlry, Saving one trainsat bat
depriving Alfreton & Mansfield Parkoway
of im premisr train. Local pres repor

suggest that this is mersly a preliminary
step to axeing 8l Inter-City trains on the
dimet Mottingham to Shaffisld route,
leawing Alfreton with few, if any, traing,
The expecied storm of protest over this
proposal should excesd that raised by the
“Cutler™ re-routing. The Derby fork of the
Midiand Maoin Ling slways scored over the
Martingharn one bacause of slightly shorter
mileage and highar ling speeds, although
Mottingham has the higher population and
Derby already hai Mortheast-Southwest
HST services.

RMG

LINCOLNSHIRE

Work started in February on a £1.7m.
project to improve passenger facilities in
Lineoln and to concanirata all seryioes on
the Central station. & 1lekm line divert-
ing off the MNewark routs is being bullt via
part of the old svadding ling 1o run into
Cantral from the west side. The schame
should be complewed by Mey TBBS. Ax
Caniral station a further £175 000 is being
spant on relurbithing the passenger and
staff fecilities

SOUTH WALES

45 people sttended a RDS Public Meet-
ing held in Cardiff on 10th March, to dis
cuss the future af local sarvices in the area,
Talks warn gven by Mike Watson, (Heart
of Wales Line Travellers” Assn. ) and John
Davies, (BF, Divisional Passenger Manager .
it was sgreed to set up & Federation of
Lisars of the Valleys Lines: s steering com-
mittae was formed and moit of those pre-
sant jpined the new group 53

SCOTLAND

BR's objection o the decision of the
Scottish  Arsa  Traffic Commimionsrns,
which allows Merlin Express (Passenger
Services! Ltd. to run a limited-stop coach
pervices between Thurio, Wick snd lmver.
mness, has been over-ruled by the Secretary
iof State for Transport fodlowing an inguiry
im Glasgow in November 1983,

BR'y objections were basad on the vul-
merability of the radl line, which it consid-
erad could beclosad if there was sufficiant
rvanue axtraction by Merlin, The com-
méssigners  thought that the forecasted
E£72,000 rovenus lois oould have only &
margingl effect on BA finance, consider-
ing the E700.000p.3. deficit which thess
BA services already ncurred,

The Inguiry Inspector stated in one
part of hiv report that BR “appeari 1o saek
8 specisl status which prechedes them from
having to compate with othar public fran-
sport’”. He deseribed the proposed | imitad-
$Iop seTvices 8 a “non-subsidised commes-
cial venture, albeit with fuel x rebate
and possible new bus grant”. He did not
find that it had been proved "'beyond reas-
onable doubt™ that the mneaw leence was
against the public interest, and reported
to the Seeretary of State sccordingly.




(Agll/Road consersion —|

The full eMectveness of the busway
Wl ld, Bowever, depend on complation of
certain rosd construction works now in
the pipsline (immmised in the report) which
aw due for complevon in 1888, The cost
of the praoject i put at £10.3 million bwith
out |land snd dedign codts); £2BEm. of
wihich would be for convertion of the tun
rnals, including lighting and secondary lin
ing. The cost of developing the terminsl &
Marylebone does not appear to be includ-
ed. Much emphasis (5 placed on the fact
that the disbenefits to residents along the
corridor (0f having cosches rathar than
traing| would be more than outesighed by
the advantages to residents In Victoria,
of the existing comch services 1o which
could be transferred to Marylebone and
that Westminstar Clity Councill i In {svour
of redevelippment of the site of Maryle-
bBone 84 8 coach terminal for this reason
Mo mentlon I8 made of the possible eftfects
on local ressdents at Marylebone or of the
problems of “inter-lining” of coach pass-
engers who may wish to change services
|betwnen Marylebone snd Victoria),

Even the present scheme relies fortuil-
outly on development by the B.R. Prop-
erty Board of the road system for B new
imedustrial estate at Measden, without which
It would have o provide itl own connac-
tion to the Merth Circuler Road land the
M1 and without which it might not be
viable and one suspects that W.C.C's an-
thusiasm for the project may be engsn-
dered more by the means by which it can
placate the ire of the local residents of
HBalgravia = by promising futwrs relief
This, however, completely ignores the root
causs of the problem which arlied largaly
frem current Government policy which is
mare effectively outlined by our Chalrman
in kis report ot the A.G. M. (reported sise-
whare in this Bsuel.

The main plank of the argument s that
it takes about 33 minutes for Boaches to
gt from the outskirts of London a.g
Heathrow and the M1 1o Victona where-
85 construction of the busway would re-
ducs this ta 15 mine The tlme-saving to
coach passengers is put at £2m. poa. giwing
tha ichama & Mat Prasant Yolue of C8m
It is posnted out (in Para. 1.13] that trains
have the privilege of travelling betwsen
the adga of London and thelr central Lon-
don terminue on sagregated congestion:
frée tracks reservad for thair use, and that
coaches shouwld be given the same privilege
byt bt IF pot been quietly forgoften how
dear'y B R. pay for the privilege 2

The proponents of the scheme appear
to hawe little ragard for the plight of the
existing rall users of the route |except
wilan i auits thair anguments) bt do how-
ever concade (in Para 4. 180) when reject-
g one of the mors extreme options
iclosure of the line beyond Moor Park —
Bogleshury | that it would ““srouss the hos-
tikty of commubers using the line; and
such opposition is best avoided &5 far as
poudible”™ The ressond why the Secretary
of State should look faeourably on the
Busway schema when considering closure
undar the Traniport Act 1062 {at para,
1.21 raises the odd smile and the graphic

description of tha problems of scceis o
the M1 in the introduction {(Para. 5 do not
reflect well on the competance of the
motorway builders and could be the
scherma’s entire undoing, Ore could point
1o many other anomalies but further com-
ment seems superfluous if one has read
the article by Stephen Maorra in the April
issue of “Buses” rnagazine which effectiv-
aly dermodishes tho project and leavaes it n
bats all gwer the Hloor.

Whitther the hsue of rail/rosd comver-
sipn it indeed now “doted™ and like BR"s
Jim O'Brien (Joint Manageng Director =
Raitways) one can “put it o one side so
that we can concentrate on making ral
ways yet more productive, rathers han Ris-
ing a continuous fight with the comversion
Ista™ will dapend more on the sipirations
of SEr Alfred Sherman and those of his il

JWE

ANTI-CLOSURE FUND - with the
meresing nurmber of dogure proposals
crogping up on wl it v Bmely o nemind
members of the Society's Anti-Closure
Fund = set wp ot the 1982 &G M, This
now stands 8t about £300 but with the
need for herther grants to indvidual cam:
paign more funds are always neaded and
contributions should be sent to the Treas-
wrar, M.J Farahar, 35 Aghrmare Grove,
Ipswich, Suffollk IP4 2RE.

RDS Location Index—Help Wanted.

The Socety’s location index, which
gives details and whareabouts of the many
spacialied books snd publications hald by
the society. i in nead of revision, A vl
unteer (o undertake this task would be
miuch appreciated and he or she should
contact Mr. L. G. Hipperson at 16 Marsh
Wirw, Baccles, Suffolk, NR34 BRT

RDS CHRISTMAS CARDS — WHAT YOU MISSED IN 83!

Last year the London B Home Counties Branch backed the production of @

RDS Cheistrmas Card but perhaps left it8 promotion too late i the year. You can,
however, maks up for this by purchasing supplies for 1984 NOW! The cards are still
availabde at £1.50 per dopen (incl. P, & P.) and to whet your appetite a repraduction

of the front cower is shown below.

Depicting an East Anglian country station in winter, printed in sepia, the card
was specially commissioned from o leading railwey artist and RDS member, Order
yours now from 1.G.Crighton, 19 Oakdale Avenue, Kenton, Harmow, Middx. HAJ
0. [Make chegues poyebls to ADE [London & Home Counthas), Furthér aujpplie
will be printed when stocks are exhausted ONL ¥ if demand warrants. |Actual Card

pirm " x 471,
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IN PARLIAMENT

No, 21

JUNE 1984

Selscted extracts from parfiamentary questions and speeches in the period up to the Easter recess. Replies given by Transport Secretsry,
m:lﬂn. or his Under-Secretary of State, Devid Mitchell or Minister of State, Lynda Chalker.

C= Comarvative, Lab. = Labour, Lib = Liberal.
An pyteriak denotos the reply was given orally.

Debates on Settle — Carlisle line and London Regional Transport Bill

m i Immh [
London & MNorth Westarn to use the Shap
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beginning the spiral of decline. The line's
el aver, was &8 8 link
between England and Scotland. At the
beginning of 1882 it was part of the inter-
city network, with thres ax sach
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nouncement lof BA's intention w ap
I an extraardineny story of leaked doou
anoe to MPs and othen, and & secret olos-
ure plan which had become partly imple
befors ity existence became

Closure notice di

written; “BR made it decision to puriue
the dosure thies vears ago, but senior

g

it

i

management knaw that attampt o
shut the line which wai still pert of the
inter City network and an important
: h#llﬂkmﬂilm
& public outery. The case would be im-
measurably more powerful if it could
demonstrate that the line was & loss-msker
and surplus B0 roguirements. 5o BR had

|




@mmbemln:.m-nummm

_!h—"t likelihood of tubstantial fusura
growth in demand for speedlink services
and, to @ lesser oxtent, train-load freight.
Sinth, tha route wel & unigualy ipeciacu:
l&r part of our national ral heritage and &
sgnificant tourist stirection in its own
right. Sevanth, the lins was of social im-
portance to [sodated communities through
wivich v possed. “Give us a flghting chanca
o devebop our full potemntsil," he appealed.
Ron Lewis [Lab.Carllsbel sobd he wa a
mamber of the MUR and that it would be
the UMt T‘nﬂvbnlﬂtﬁlﬁtﬂ,ﬂﬂt

y that the line did
was in a bleak area

had stocd for more then 100 years,
mm*ﬁﬂmwmlm
hadd way of repairs. Far more
mdmtmduu."llhdmaunw
E;n:limmm:i-uwl:irq for BR at
irei werg clossd that mlu

—

down that repain to the valus of C10
million would now be necessary. The prob-
larms of the Ribhlehead wiaduct wars wall
known and widaly acknowledged, “But |
understand that the structural probderms of
the line are far greater than they would
ever have been |f reasonable maintenanos
schadules had besn maimtalned. That in-
formation might not be biblical in its
sccuracy, but if It W correct, the BR Board
will hiwe effectively have ensured that no
o, neithar it nor any other operator, will
be abls to run & servios over the ling ot any
e in the future,

Wﬂuﬁwﬁr (Lib, Leads West)

mhﬂmnhmrﬁ and it was
n;th-urlumnileﬂhinrﬁnuj—

sgreed with Mr, Lewls that the case for
maintaining railways had not been sufficl-
antly srgued and that rallway closures had
been based on shortsighted ressons.

“If the closures had bean shortsighted,
we must 8l lesst ensure that we da not

make similar mistakes. Wa can all think of
stretchel of railway line that were cf osed
bocesse they were not part of an operat-
irvg pattern which, had thay been retained,
woubd now be extremely precious 1o us, if
only because of tourism. Exsmples are the
line batwean Whithy snd Rabin Hood
Bay, and the old Chashire Lines Comimi toes
rallway which weni i Southpori Loed
Btrewt. Can one imaging o lire that would
attract moee tourism than that? It would
b asd I we did not eern from what ha
gone before. ™

B.R. Cynical, Philistine,
Unimaginati

BA hed a philistine-like attitude o
wardt the line and wat thowing great cyni:
chirm, when wihat it nesded we imeagination
and flair,

Peter Snape (Lab. West Bromwich East)
sald that few proposals for & line clodurs
had mat with so much opposition as this

ng. Tha mtﬂldh urider-
ﬂu!ﬂm muhldt-nmlhhmlnr

it. When we evantuslly managed to get
our charter, ftopping st the faw remaining
stations on the line, we wers metl by
crowds of paople, all of whom expretbed
thair concern about the |ine"s futurs,

Why BR party stayed
on Carlisle platform.

“When wa arrived at Carfisle, there was
g party on the platform which did not
approach any of the train’s pamengers,
whisch (ncludad Mr. Hatiersley in his caps
city as deputy Labour Party leader snd
MUR ganaral secratary Jarmes Knapp. BR's
party Inchuded a man with the surprising

tithe of project manager for the Settle —
Carligle lino, Mo attempt wan made 1o in-
walve sny of thise on the traln in conver-
wation about tha line's future."” He undar-
stood Trom verbous sources that tha resson
for the pressnce of mansgement wes o
prevant & prem conference from belng held
on rallway property, I tree, this would be
in keeping with the ganersl atiitude of BR
mman sgemant, which appsared detarmined
1o butchar ity own industry. If the closure
propotsl sucoesded, it would be the fire
losi of asection of main line sinca the days
of Boeching The Friands of the Setils —
Carlisis Associstion had besn writing o
ted by newspapers and local suthorithes
throughout the north,

Replying to the debate, Adr. Mitchel
said the Setthe — Carlishe route passad
nome of the most baawtiful coun-
wy In the world The suggestion that BR
had defibarately run down the Ene to en-
hance I3 chance of closure was one
BR 1o answer. He withed 1o see as spon
poasibla the mrvey comminaloned by bo..
authorities into the condition of the via
duct,

Gary Waifer (C. Keighley) intervensd to
mk |f the minister scknowledged that
although the viaduct was listed grade 2,
fisted wtructurss were, unfortunately, de-
malished, Might BR, |1 closure ol the lins
occurmed, apply for the structure to be
demalahad becous (1 upkesp wal un-
reasonable

My, Mirched sakd he would besr the paint
in mind. Mr. Watson hed ssid he had
evidencs of a0 error in BR' rall figures of
the numbers of pasengers, and he would
be plemsed to be wmnt that information. Mr.
Maadoweroft had implisd thet BR wars
rigging the evidenca. “We shall take into
sccount what the fine can do s well m
what it is doing, | emphatically damy Mr.

Snape's -lnlnl'iinﬂtl'lntl;tl'ull:I:I!lllirlﬂrfr.lth,,~

of Government policy of defrying e
ment to BR, Far from slashing expenditure
on irvedtmant, @ #0 por cant increoes wos
e pected in BR's investren | between now
and 1988, We shall take ol relevant comid-
erationd Into acoount im arriving at our
decision."”

FEBRUARY 16 Tam Cor [Lab. Toor:
ing) eskad what dacussions the Minister
had hed with London Docklands develop-
el corparation on the development of
& fully-autosnated rapid transport System
for Dockiand,

Mz Cha'ker said that in agreesing to com-
mit fnanclal resouroes 1o this project, the
Gowernmant had made it clear bo the corp-
oration and the G.L.C., the clients for the
project, that full adventage should be
taken of axisting technology, The Govern-
ment sxpected o be satislied that the
selection procedures adopted hed not
rulad eut wender for & fully sutomated
Fy SR

ing final spproval the Government would
| to t &l options hed
hmprmrl\rmm

|
a8

FEBRUARY 27 Gordon Bagier (Leb.
Sundariand South) asked what action the
minister had 1=ken on the fudy commis-
shoned by his department into the faasib-
llity of converting the Woodhoad Tunnsl
rail route into @ road.

Mz Chatker said 'thl'll-lﬂlr Wi to help

ﬁﬂ fo pland fof the comersion of any
railway routn into a road.
Chunnel: bank reports
may be published,

““SBRUARY 29 Devid Atkinson IC.

woumamouth Eastl asked how many
letters the Minlster had received lal in fa-
our of the comtruction of & Chanmel Tun-
nel and (b} against it.

, hlnﬂuufuritmmplhl.
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subject in the London Regional me
Bill, sald Mr. Aigiey when he openad the
debate on the report stape an April 4th.
{Tha Bill & now walting to go through the
Lowds.] A clause added in commitiee will
fasilitate the continued provision of travel
permits for pensioners

John Prescott (Lab. Hull East) said mare

as in Brighton and some other places. The
pmsed would no longer be walld batwsen
4.30 and 6.30pm. Boroughs would be able
o negotiste & changs with LRT, and LRT
would hawe 1o negotiate with more than
30 other bodies to provide a so-called
unifarm ichams,

Pensionens would be denied the even-
Ing paak perlod, which wai ane of tha most
vatuable times to them., Many had to go to

hospitals, shopping and visiting theer fam-
Hia: snd wanted o get home bafars dark.
More services would operate under & pri-
vate banner and not be obliged to provide
8 concessionary scheme, Privete operaton
eould run their ssvices mome profitably
without taking pensionsrs Inio ScCount
Tha Londdon bus, 3 oppoded 1o the peivate
bus, would bacoma known m the “pon-
sioner’s bus’. The disadvantages in the
Bill could e compared to one advantage;
pensioners wolld be sble 1o trovel free
fram midnight to 1am —not a fair exchangs
far the dissdvantages,

Eric Deakins (Lab. Walthamstow) said he
had come stroas o pansloner coupls b his
constituancy during the election campalgn
who mked rather sxcitedly what would
happen to thelr travel permite Hae looked
at tha Conservative alection manifesto and
found that sithough sbolition of the GLC
and metropolitan councils wes clasrly set
out, thero wad not & word about the future
af the wavel passes. *'| do not balieva that
the Governmant, when they put & pledge
to abaolish the GLC — probably a lst-min-
uie decision — Into their manifesto, had
waorked out the full conteguances. Had
they done sa, they would have prepared &
defersive brief, pointing out what wm
galng to happen o free passeds”

Biggest boon to the
aged since 1940s.

Pensloners loved their {res pesses, He
balieved it was agread by membars on afl
tides that this hed been the biggest boon
io pensioners since the 1940k The mind-
vier had missed the important point that
penskonars did not choose to travel in the
rush hour and would not do so unless they
had & compalling mason. Finslly he hoped
the minisier would seriously consider
making almilar provislens throughout the
Ccouniry.

John Maples (G, Lewisham West) said that

many of the changas so hotly dabated wers

axtremaly recent The scheme was started
it sarly 708 by cerialn London Bor-
oughs and taken over by the GLC in 1973
London was fortunete in having the
best schame in the cowntry, It would still
ba the best schems when the new legisle-
tion came into force, In mony sres of tha
country pensioners had to pay half fare
and 0 some — b balieved Cornwall was
one —there was no scheme o1 all. London's
schamas would nlo ba entrenched in statuts
Criticism sbout the evening peak period
had besn grossly sxaggerated. Pensioners
would not sulfer any swiul herdships

Stephen Ross (Lib. | of Wight) said many
GLC penslonars had come to the hils of
Wight in the past 10 years. “AL every #lec
tion campaign | have fought they heve
asked why they cannot have the same type
of schema & thay have enjoyed in London.
As leader of the county councll | have
tried extremaly hard to ses what we can
do to improve our scheme, but the mone
we try to put money into the kitty to pro-
vide parhaps even o haif-fare schemae, the
more we get complaints from the bus com-

pamy to keep services going We have had
to facs & compllcsted choice betwean
whether 10 kesp services going or have &
concasionary fares scheme. A we gat into
tha svar-stronger grip of the Environment
Secretary the chanom of over baing able o
do mare diminish,

=1 utimrly reject the Bill and the aboli-
tion of the GLC, but if we are to maintain
benefits that pendioners have enjoyed, the
Gewsrnmant must coma up with a comg-
flcated scheme. it is & fact of life that once
concessons have besn given it is extremely
el Mieult te vk them swsy. A Gresn Papar
produced by the Labour Government tried
to introduce @ national half-fares scheme.
The time for that he come Even if it s
only 8 Z5% scheme, @ national schame i
calied for,”

Michae! Sheriby (C. Uxbridge) wid that
persianens [n Greater London badly need-
ad mobility, 2 they did not lve in com-
pAct commur ey in which much activity
happened on thelr doorsieps. Travel was
pipential if they wars io participais in
social functions. On svening pesk trewel
there was 1o be & local option which bor-
olght could bary into,

Primary motive to
balance the books

Jeremy Corbyr (Lab. lglington Morth)] said
the Minister had spoken of LAT Being run
on ‘business lines’. Did this not mean that
the motives of profit, disposai of ssets
ared of reductions in service to balance the
books would ba the primary motived,
rather than what ghould e the primary
matives of good plasning for London and
provision of & good public transport sys
temn. The level of service cuts implicit in
tha Governments taking contral of LT
would result in very high fares, & vasthy
reduced servios, or a combination of both.

“That is part of the process of making
London unigue in western Europe as the
capital without a transport Syitem that
designed to be integrated, that links rosd
planning with public transport planning,
and that tries to provide & sarvice rather
then running & public service 85 a businss.
11 s impossible 1o do that without destroy-
ing London through building resds and
ruining the lives and livelihoods of many
LT employees.”

Mr. Ridley replled that there wis no plan
to close any twbe station, stop any bus
servica, or doing any of the thingl con-
stantly being sifeged by Peter Snape (Lab.
West Bromwich East), “This & simply
icas tactics dellgned to cause anslety and
confusion. "

Private operators would move in.

APRIL B8 Herry Coben (Lab. Loyvion
said the Bill contained many headaches
for ratepayery, parthoularty in connection
with privatisation, He foresaw that on
marginally profitable routes at least private
operaton would mova 0 @nd LAT would
be incressingly dependent on private oper-
stors, Aatepayers could find that the bur-
den on them incressed, The Minkster had
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III.. thare would be mare
. Talk sbout reducing frawd! “The
1o reduce fraud would ba 1o kill
as the real fraud is the Govern-
ng out they e the retepeyers’

7EiY

am

Ay, Mapies naid it was possible to add up
the maze of figures in almost any way that
one wanted to suit one's argumaent. LAT
might not be prolitabls for a long time, or
ever, but bits of it would be profitable.
Soma bui or tubs services or tube lina

i

tial positive return, and in thoss cincum:
snces it would be right for LRT 10 be

imposed discipiine on how the snterprise
Lo L

Mige/ Spearirg [Lab Newham South) sakd
the Blll went slap bang against the major
ponstitutional principle about taxetion
and reprasantation, MPs would represant
taxpayers over money thet went to LRT
and plso ratepayent in respect of the pro-
capt that the Minister would, through a

sibility rogarding transport
which he didn’y welcoma It would ba an
extension of centralised power over local

mtmimmdwhlﬂ

Jeremy Corbyn (Lab. Islington North] sald
it in most GLC slections transport had

ibly Its long-mem running costs.
Maorth London Ling at risk

“I beliove the line hes bean put st risk
by the managernant of BRA; tharefore |
hope the Minister will sssure us that the
ling is nat 8t risie. | hope he will slio ssure
ws that, in the annual presantetion of his
London Transport Bill, we shall have at
beast nine manths in which to consult cur
condtitusnts to find out what thay think
of his propossls for London's transport,

“Mothing | have heard has led me to
doubit the validity of GLC's fesr that Ar-
geral tube station may be closed. How will
mnhhﬂm“lmwhnhﬂh‘l!
uar'tpmpm-km for that station? It is

not good enough Lo say that onoa @ year
'iI House will heve & short debate on
London’s transport and wobe on it This s
fundamentally important to the rest of the
country, becsuse I the Governmant are to
takn this kind of sction in London, what
future is there for democratic control of
traruport undertakings sliswhers?

Is this & dry run for the rest of the
gountry, i that eveniually all public trans-
port undertakings will be under the dirsct
control of the Minister, with appoinisd
boards that can well off sssets, cut seryioe
and Boance operators at will?

Mr. Riglsy replied that ratepayers were
gatting & batter deal cut of the Bill. Their
comtributions would be leas than it hed
been, and a5 efficiency begen to work it
wary In It would come down atill furthe:,
On that basks, the whole of the Opposi-
tion's cass did not nesd andwerng, becouse
they had argued for the proposition thet
the oppotite would happan.

Public transport better
privataly owned

Slrmon Hughes [Lib. Southwark, Bermond-
sey ) sabd ha hoped thet privetisation would
be ruled out. The s and underground
operations had to be run separately. When
# Salaet Cammitiza |ooked at the needs of
LT, it did a0 becsuss of the disastrous
state of wansport in the capltal. It had
besn improved by 8 sansibla fares strue
e @nd other sctions by those respons-
ible far itin the last few years. |t would be

bility not nﬂvumhﬂdmh
the rast of the nation ower London's trans-

wary, Under this
aocoun tabdlity -uuiﬂ‘u thin, thers would
be no guarantess and tha peaple would be
badiy sereed,

Mr. Rrigiey replisd: "It did not oocur o
ma that the Liberal Party was the laat de-
fender of the public ssctor.”

Mr, Mugher There is no merit in making
LT a fairground for the privaie operator
wihien wa naed 3 oo ordinated development
of the present system, which 8 getling
better and needs vo be improved rather
thin | srman tlsd

M, Rigiey: ""We are taking powsri beGauss
we shall want them if we privatise parts of
LT.” Thara wea no rodson why puldic

should not be privately cwned.
It would probably be batter if it ware. We
wers much more |[kety to get & decant ser-
wice if the private sector were allowed fo
get on with tha job thon by rebying on
nationalssd industry.

Mr, Ross, spesking latar, agaln repeated
his appotition ta the Bl snd said: “look
&t what happened in Amarica, the groatest
supporter of private enterprias. Why wai
it foroed to netlonalise its raibways? Why
did it bring in AMTRAK, Why can we not
follow the French snd hawe good publie
trensport services, railways and under

ground systems? Why do we not follow
the axample of the Germans and the Swia?
I resent what is happaning.

travellen woudd see a seadily improving
systarn in Londan snd the 511 wan given @
phvird reading

PREVIEW

Raibways have friends in sl poditical
parties, and none better than Mr. Tony
Spelier, Conservative MP for North Devon,
Before his private mamber's Bill becams
low, BR were inhibited from me-opening
closed fines or stations, becsuss of the kong
mmwﬂdhﬁhpm

Marry stations are back on the map & a
result. “The potential is hags,"” Mr, Spellsr
todd me. 'Hu‘uwdpn-d?hiumm
amg (5A main line between Honiton 2
Enurlmdmyu-m:utlmu,

dent body, “rather like the B!B."' The
Bill was hawing in third
Commaons on April 9, but he et 8
pect it to go through the Lords until June-
or July, resdy for ths Royal Assant later
that month.

Chunnel OK this year

mww,u.mm
Libersl MP for the lile of Wight, “hates the
Bill from start to finish,” amd thinks that
the need it to try and get outside bodies
to have mare 58y in the propossd sdminks
tration. Although not a particutar admirer
of the GLC, ha considers that “in running
London Transport they haven't done too
badly.” Some proviaion wal o be made
for pensioners’ travel, with a short curfow
from 4.30 to Bpom. but what about the
rest of the country outside Londan?
There was no prospect of a tunnel to
the tie of Wight, but he thought the Chan-
nel Tunnel had & good chance of getting
tha goratvesd this year. “1'm an optimist,
Wa have too many lorries on the rosd, and
tha Tunnel i@ @ vital part of reducing the
mwumﬂ E

Prepared by Louis Hipperson, Graham Collert & Jack Ellis (Railway Development Society)




