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NOW THE STRIKES ARE OVER? 77?2

With the T.U.C’s Innar Cabingt having effectively ba hesds railway

_wnigns together, on 18th July, and sant at beast one m:m ‘.::hﬂ:'w::m
Bottom 10 sort out its differences — both within the rade unéon movemant and with
its amployes — will peace now prevail within the ralwey industry, ns desired Ly oUf
iste President in his address to the AG.M.7

if tive uttaravces of the NLULR, sre anything to go by thare |s room for doubt, for, i
its gviderce to the Railwey Staffy’ National Tribunal at the beginning of August.
Ganeral Secretary, Sidney Weighsll, asserted:-
“Raliwaymen should not be expected to carry the burden of financing the
railway industry on their shoulders, Years of frustration arising from unfulfilled
promisas by Government snd B, R. finally spilled ower into an official strike. . . .

When asked by Lord McCarthy how he would finance a substantial pay rise if B.R.
ware brake, Mr. Weighell rapiied:- “the Board must go o the Government and get the
money.” British Rail’s response to the whole affair has bean prediclable and BRB
mamber Jamet Unguhart tobd Lord McCarthy that any award would have to taka into
scoount the “huge and immediate” losses resulting from recent disruption of rail
seryices which put future business and network size at risk, sdding:-

“The trade unions should therslone agree to further sconamy messurnes, including

reduction n pesenger trein mileage, re-aliocation of worklosd between train

arew depots, adpestment of terminal staffing and accelerated sdministrative

BT :

?I:-dwﬁn nmﬂ:th;::gum;: glactrification and twerd was no chonce of tha
g o the oo moare tax money wpporied

vain msertions of good intent.™ . o sy

How much therafore has all the disruption cost 7 BR caloulate it at & staggerl
£268 million., Stoppages in January, Februsry, June and July damaged all rlIlIE.llhu:t
and resulted in £170m. in lost passenger rewanue; D62m. for freight; E37m. in the

parcels business and a lost of E7m, o Freightli
otopely sy ghtliners, and forecasts that the damage could

Sir Peter Parker summed up the position after it sl as:-"W
: -"%e're not where we s
—m:hrﬁndﬂ?rlhuwmlanI."Eﬂumhnm“-“MﬂnlﬁI&:
that “This years' disputes — 2 with ASLEF and 1 with tha NUR — have caused o total
:l;mﬂ.ﬂ.ﬁmgnmtmIMtM' loss at the end of the year would
n £240m. . and the Board's external fina ;
exceaced by between C70m. and £110m, ! v o e

Mot an ideal time for the Society to mount o major campaign for investment in red

: ent in rad
;F'.;"Elgmmwt to review the futurs basis for financing the operations of Hrrirhh"
‘:; Qur mnnm“:m.m to the Serpell Commities are mmrﬂﬂ_ﬁﬂlmt in this

: & exlen] perhags echo the frustrations Sidn '

in hia evidence to Lord McCarthy. o~ . ko

Notwithstanding the Sociaty has resolved 10 go shead with its plan: for RA|L
DEVELOPMENT WEEK [October 23 — 30th| & fulf e for which it enclosed
with this isue of “Railway Developmient News™ it has been heralded a3 what must be
the widest and largest ever sproad of events - including sxhibitions, competi tian
leaflating, patitiond, betters 1o M.Py and over 20 public meatings NATIONWI DE ll.'hn
it should co-incide with tha Motor Show and that the Bus Industry should choose to

mtalhlummmm-ﬁmwm nnul-tlal
hnltlu-mmnmdhmwl.hr'r!u {amd our many assocl Rall Lsers’ Groups)
do not fight for the future of Bﬂtlﬁﬁl—.ﬂﬂmhlmmm-mmmu F

Even now the eve of another Baeching Era could well be upon us, One anly hss 1o look
at the happenings reported slsewhen in this lssue and to read the statistics of line
closures reported ~IN PARLIAMENT™, not to renviion the doubts cast on the future
of the T.U.C.Cs & * public watchdogs” of rail Ewen the worse fears of the
AH.!{EHmmnﬁln.wluﬂlwwtmm-mmhﬁhmmﬂ
Siate for Transport 1o bring in legi mmwlmufm"m.mpd:m
county councils which ara aqignificant part of overspanding by bocal authaorities this

" and presumalshy impose what the Government considers i 8 reasonstle fevel of
subsidy bn such places as South Yerkshire and Greatsr Manchestar. [Sea IN PARL] A
MENT — “Anmy subsidies could be tagally challenged agein”].

Tha general therna of all the mastings in OUR CAMPAIGN will be “Tovest n rail —
frwest in e future™ as the ganersl situation now facing BA is a further reason the
Society feals thal everyons i the future of railways in Britain should stand
up and be counted, The Soclety has generally kept out of the sqabbles which hawm
takan place batemen B.R. ndhumhnhﬁmhunmmwmlum

piwtn our position and this we intend 1o do during RAIL DEVELOP-
MENT WEEK."
! WITH THIS ISSUE
*IN PARLIAMENT" “MEMBERS ONLY SUPPLEMENT"

'FULL PROGRAMME FOR RAIL DEVELOPMENT WEEK
APPLICATION FORMS — Lottery — Railcard

WHAT THE SOCIETY SAID TO SERPELL

Balow is a brief summary of the main points rade by the Society in its evidence
submitied 10 the Committee st up by the Government under the Chalmarship of
Sr David Serpell to review the finonces of Britah Rail:-

Firstly RDS weloomed the setting up of the Revlew o the finances of BR had reached
an gxtramaly critical stage. Quoting B.7's own 1981 Rail Policy Statement:- "BR must
prapare 10 take gither the path of progress by re-aquipment and modanwistion; or that
of decling through gradual but deliberste run-down of the SyStEem ....... We arg raaching
the dividing of the weys!™

i stressed that for years BR had been required to operate certain of its services, nighabdy
fraight and inter city passenger, an 3 commercial bxsis and wal severaly critical of
socessive governments for failing to ensure that thess commarcial aréss competed on
falr and equitable terms with road transport. Rosd ared rail projects were not judged on
squsl terma. As a result “massive new 1oad construction had been undertakan over the
past two decades, wheress investment in railways had been relatively modest, major
pohemes such as electrification having bein witheld because they had nat satisfied tha
enmmarcial oritéra imnpogad.”

“Any review of Railway finances should iharefore take this basis dif ference inte sccount ™
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It therefore recommended that;:

(i} Inwestmant in all raklway projects should take into consideration the wider
community benefits ot present used to justify rosd schemas snd also the #ffact

on BR of the present system of tax 'concessions for company cars.

i}  Tamation of heavy lorrbes should be increasad 1o 3 level whare the operaTonE
paid &/, inchuding their indirect enwironmental costs.

{iid} Taxation of rosd vehicles should be transferred exclugively to fuel tax 1o

aniure that use of roads wa pasd for on a milsage baals,

It pongldared that a compreheniies, efficlntly oporated reilvway metwork weai vital 1o
the futurs of Britain. ... stressed the likely effect on road transport of the finite
pplies of odl._.... and saw |1 a5 exsential thet an immediate start be made with railway
ehactrification. ......"the financial review should bo undertaken on the ssemption that
Aailways are an industry capable of considerable expant|on.”

“For this purpode the systern must be maintained st &t Bset /o present slie with soope

for re-opavvng of lines previpusly ofossd and some new construction where the raific
darrusndy.

Owerall emphasis was placed on caplial irvestment to encourage eificiency of oparation
andd traffic growth. Capital wes tharefore required wegently:-

(al to ﬁ;;;ﬂ tha rarnaal of life-axpined equipment — ot the lotest by the end
of 1 i

(bl to finence electrification — to malntain contimlty;

el for the installation of herdware which would bring about improwed
afficiancy;

[dl o provide track improvements o by-pess aress of congestion and those
uriuitable for high speaed operation;

el o smprowe infrastrusturs to maximise banefit from & Channel Tennel
a.g. "improved |oeding puage.”

(1 o suppart the re-opening of lines and stations whare a good ese for this
could be made out.

The Sociely saw the money coming from:-
(tl The Governiment, as the major saurca of finance for roads;

(i} Local Authorities, with in spme cases the impositien of mandsiory s pport
for soewa forma of capitel projects;

lifil the E.E.C., which hos been provided for some B.R. projects snd should be
LE by )

livl  omployers, who slresdy provide some ssistance for the purchas of jepen
tickets; adn in many cases provide frée parking for thelr employegy,

finglly {v]  from private capitsl which could be wsed 10 3porsor Individusi pacsenger
services, with perhaps guarantaed sole BEVertising Ipece on ey
structuns....... "I promoted effectivaly this could hawe contiderabig gpin.
off publicity value for the im & noved weay, and therefore o
quite substanilal sporsorship fees from which BR could benefit,~

T —

S

In comclusion the Society waw BR as being at presant seriously under financed and in
mead of @ rmsch higher level of state support, comparable bo that given by other major
industrial countriss of Europs.,

a naed for mors emphatias to be placed on capital investrmant 1o promote efficency
of operation and encourage traffic growth....... "

and the objective to creste a railway industry canrying considersbly higher traffic
bevals ... but at a lower Lt cost.

MARCH — SPALDING — THE ROT SETS INI

g forecast in our last ssue the Gowernment now appears to be showing it hand regard
ing the future of run-down rail services with the announcement, on 19th August, that
thé Secretary of State for Transport had approved clomre of the March — Sgalding

rail passenger service and two short sections af fine in Lincolnshire.

The locsl branch of RDS isued » satament the following day condemning the Govern-
mant’s decision a5 an example of its anti-public transport attitude which must be seen
slongside the lack of Investment in rallvays [Britain comparss poorly with most
Eurcpasn oountries] snd cutbacks in the Public Servies Obligation Grant for British
Rail's secondary services,

Such policies are not new, hawing been experienced, to some extent under the previous
Labeur administration but, stated the Branch, “Secretary of State, David Howell, has
fown in the fecs of oppositien from rail users’ orgenizstions throughout the sastern
reglon, and the recommandations of the Transport Users’ Consultative Commities
which ha himseH appoints. He does not appaar to have considened constructive
proposals Tor development of the line put forwaerd by the Rallwey Develapmant Soclety
mndd has also shown short-sightedna in wiew of the line's potential as part of a long:
distance passenger and [especially) link.”

Mr. Howell's announcement, coming as it did, during the holiday period with Parlisment
in reces, ssemed 1o be timed to arouse & little public outcry &5 possible. Indeed, it
timing on tha tarme day o another pisce of local transport news — the ennouncament
of tha multi-million peund AT - M1 link road — may not have besn pure co-incidanca.
The Editor's long-held view that there may be an ulterior motive in closing this line

was strengthaned when the “Daily Telegraph™ the following day reported that the
Transport Depertmant will ssve £400,000 becouse work to divert the A47 road at
Guyhlrn will be simplified by its elimination and that this could be a foretaste of
further similar closure proposals las foreesin Inour lase jgwee, 5.6 and confinmed by
davelopments roported alewhare.

East Anglian Branch Chaleman land R, D5, Vies-Chalrman], Steve Wilkinson in an
interview on [Hereward Radio on 18th August sttacked the Government for its paliches
which were forcing rail closures and echoed the prediction thet more cosure propesals
would follew. He also criticised B.R's claim that £4 million would be saved over 4 years
in track maintenance and recalled that RDS had suggested singling the track to reduce
maintenance costs. i

RDS Matlonal Chairrman, Dr. Michasl Caton, has since written in similar vein to the
nathonal press but the Sociaty |4 now putting into opération contingency plans 1o s
whather E.E.C. funds can be mats available to avert closre and aid the line's develop-
mant and the Minster's action further convinces us of our wisdom in setting up a
natlanal Antl-cliosure Fund the latest state of which |3 reported slsawhare,

Wi
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REVIEWS

“CAMBRIAN RAIL"

The return of tha Fiestiniog Railway to Blaenau opent up new travel posibilities for
Mearth and Central Walss, and should encourage more people 1o make wse of the aned's
rail network. Potential travellers land armchalr travellens wao) are urged 1o buy
“Carmbirign Rad” g now guids o the area’s rail routes ®

This #B-page (Bustrated guide gives vivid examples of how the trein “is the key which
opaen tha door and takes you through & Wales which cannot be sean in any other way.”
An sccount of the train ride nto Wales from Shrewsbury whets the sppetite. OF a
Cambrian Const Lina journay we are told, "7t may taks you 2% heur or mars — but
you will love evary minute,”” There are shades of Dwylan Thomas in the description of
“the rain canstanty winding into litthebays and out sgain round headlands, occasion-
sty diving into short funnels like a frightaned rabbit going into & burrew.” Elsewhers
ghn mood i differsnt — “Bayond Liwyngaril prepare for a breathtaking cliff-top rida,
Few railways can compete with this — avywhess."”

eeu will lowe this book. You will Iove thess lines. You will appreciate what an asset

thiry are to Wales — aned hapefully you will b convinoed of the importance of the work
af ADS and the many local users”’ groups to sneuere thet such lines survive srd prosper.

TG

* published by Cambrian Coast Line Acticn Group (£1.30 Incl. p & p) from:—
28, Dunval Aoad, Bridgnorth, Shropshire W16 aNA,

“LORRIES IN LONDON"

ADS member Pater Bibby has produced a 37-page booket on this subject, ipecially for
the recent London Loy Ban Inguiny but alio with much material of intarest
to anvyond concernéd with combatting propaganda from the “road

For example, he Identifies & £231 milllon hidden subsidy 1o the road haulage i ndustry
in 1878/, Ha alsa gives evidence to refute tho froguent claim that better rosds will
bring more jobs — Courapes closed thair Tower Bridge Brewery and are bvinging beer
from Reading and Plymouth by korry, thanks to better roads to the Capital ]

Wr, Bibby ke also planning to press for an Independent inguiry into the trues costs of
ol transport,

His booklot is obvtainable from him (£4.50 incl. p. & p.) abi=
62, Dakhurst Grove, London 5.6.22.

ANTI-CLOSURE FUND

This now s1ands at neardy C200, which s most encouraging a5 e fund is only B moniths
oid. Thanks are due to all groups and individuals who have contributed. Furphe;
donations are sill, however, nesded to build up the furd if the present trend o g

rail chosure frant |t anything to po by. Sotend your contributions NOW 1o - o g
Macogueen, 20, Colgaith Gardens, Enfield. Middx. EMN2 TPE.

We shall publish details of the latest state of the fund in sach issue of R.DN. ang i 5

line lor station| i proposed for closure sppdications will be  considered for a grang
fram the fund,

MEMBERS PLATFORM
“A Tale of Two Hlilgﬁ i
Dwar Sir,

It has tmiken @ month's radl-roving in France 1o reallss just how run dowmn and
starved of Irvestment the British railway network meally [,

In Franca thare is still a profusion of brench lines, and on the main linas the
wayiice stations remain open/not only for passengers but also for freight. Where
the main line has overhaad electrifllcetion the frelght sidings have alsa. In Britain
axactly the oppotite happens. Under slectrification schamaes sidings and even
whicle branches (e, Harpendan — Hamel Hempstead| are disconnected (rom the
metwork because It (5 “not corvenlent” or “too costly™ to connect tham bo the
slocarified track, All tha Franch lineside induitrial estates are connected o the
raibway just like our Slough Trading Estate used to be.

The SNCF's timakeaping was impaccsble. Only once In 3 weeks did | note the
overmight Calals — Nice train running late, and that was a more beo minutes
behind st Cannes. Every other day it was on tima sfter & 14 hour journey scross
the whale of Franca,

The French version of the APT {the TGV) actually works, unfike the British ans.
If we had the finance, we could heve built a new line for the APT instead of
thmkering sround with tilt mechanisma that don't untilt. The Greet Central London
Exmwneion might have baen suitable for the start of an APT lina, but we sl know
what happened to that. (Thanks to Or. Beeching ED)

Great Britain was the pioneer of rallways, but we are now sadhy lagging way
bahind. The Frendh governiment ks dechdedly pro-railwey, snd we must eontinue
n our efforts to convincs the British government [and, for that matter, our rail-
sy undang] that railways are @ good investment.,

Petar G. Scont
Harroowy, Wididix.

“Too Huﬂuﬂmﬂiﬂﬂi

Dear Sir,

| have been & member {though parhags not a vary sctive onel af RDS end i
jpredecssior fior sbout 15 years snd now Teal that recent iswes of R.D.N. have
takan wp an attitude to the Governmant incressingly critical in tons,

The July Editorial vook thisa further and referred to tha Prime Minigter as
" Bt least Dwvice which | quite offensive and too much like the lefist
wimmos of ths Flest Strest pres

There must bes members (apart from mysell) who deprecate this eriticism of
Govarnment who tho possibly not e much as we would like, finds the funds for
subsidy to British Rail, and has to cope with many Inherited problems.

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS may be inserted in R.D.N. st 5p o word (3p a word
for RDS Members). All angulries o Advertising Manager, James Apsey,
Street, London E1 60E.

FOR SALE: KODAK 77X128 CAMERA. Good condition with case — little used:
£6.00 ono. Apply THE EDITOR (sddress on p, 15,
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Az professional people we should, | think, ll'l"flm such attitedes, as personalising
e Oovesrnment os |1 it wers Mra. Thatoher's proparty, far | regard her as 8 brave,
talentod and hardworking woman, worthy of our respect.

I tharetare feel | must disociate mysalf fram the views experesssd in the July
Editorial and review my mambership of RDS.

T. O, Tesgue
Mewport, | of Wight

THE EDNTOR COMMENTS: The referances to the P.AL az “Maggie™, which seem

1o have cavssd offence, were in fact direct guotations from the text of the address
given by our late Chairman/President to the A.G.M. in Reading on 24th April and
ware Mirplors mersly “bong fde™ rporiing of whet e sid

I was surprised that the writer Felf that the editorial (50" was bissed & | trred
{ard iave triad) to apportion blame evenly between the Government and e
Linions wihere | fole [t was dee. There are aiways bwo pacties to mmy oigpute and
ane #de i never completely “without stain™ so ! Issve i fo members o fudge
for themselees who (8 fo Wame for the preseat state of B, 8., and their wews will
always b weloghe.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tha Editor wiil eonsidar for publication letters on matters of general intersst fsuch ps
the abowe). Any opinlons expressed, however, mast not be taken a5 necessarlly reflect-
ing the official viewn snd policies of tha Society.

The Editor sleo reserved the right 1o maks "outs™. Latters should normally be signed by
the writers” real names. Only in exceptional droumstances, which must be clearly stated
in a covering note, will & letter be accapisd for publication under & “'nome de plume.™

"QUARTERLY QUOTES"

“Last year | ravellad 4,878 miles by rail — its a good way of getting arcund
the country.”™ - H.A.H, the Prince of Wales

*'| hawve not travelled by train since aking office.” -

Ae Mon. M. Thatcher BLF.

WANTED! — URGENT! - DYNAMIC NEW SALES OFFICER

Could you handle a stock of some 17 different items, including both books and leaflet
250 pn average per line now in stock) Incl, some Inwoleing? Due 10 the resignation of

the presant postholdar this Society offics i NOW VACANT! Without a suitgble market.

ing outlet the production of new publications cannot be justified and the Sotiaty is
starved of vital funds,
This past provides substantial scopa for sameons with deive and Initiatve.

If you feel you could 1ill the gap pleass welte NOW to the Genera! Secreray,
Mr, AP . Townand, 5t Juligns, Sevenoaks, KeniL

N.B. Until 3 new Sales Officer has been appointed all eoiiries regarding Socien,
publications. Ieaflets efc. . showld be addressed fo the O oooral Secretdry

L=l T
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IN PARLIAMENT No. 16 OCTOBER 1982

Salected sxtracts from parlismentary questions and speeches, Commons replies gi
nfrmm.mmﬂmrmmymm,mm
ufileie otherwise shown.

C = Comarvative, Lab. = Labour, Lib. = Libaral.

an astarisk denotes the reply was given ornally.

“Various Options for future of L.T.”

JUNE B John Whesler (C, Paddington) ssked for 8 statement on the G_L.C's
propotals in respect of London Trarsport.

M. Howell: Mr, Livingstone has told me he (s preparing a plan, but in the light of last
week"s unwarranted GLC threats about further fare increases, presumably calculeted to
slarm the public and demoralise L.T.. it remains to ba seen whether he is sarlously
piting down to its responsibilities to secure batter and cheaper wervices.

JUNE 16 Frank Dobson |Lab. Holbom & St. Pancras) asked If the Minister had
received a réply from the GLC Lesder sbowt s plan for LT sarvices and fanes.

Mr, Howell: Yes. | look forwend with imterest v seeing how reallstic snd balanced the
proposals prove 1o ba.

“M.P. suggests privatisation of L.T."

JULY 14 “Harvey Proctor (C. Basiidon): Would it not be best i LT were removed
trom the GLC's sticky paw and placed temporarily with your Department, 1o that a
study can be made of privatising the entire opsrstion 7

M. Howell: From bitter experiance, there is somathing to be ssid for 8 changed structure
within which LT can work. | swait with interast the Select Committes’s report on the
right structura.

Chrigtopher Price (Lab. Lawitharm West|: Doas your gnswer mesn the Sovarnment

now belisves in new quangos? Do you agree that LT fores are too high?

Mr. Howellz My answer means what it said, Londoners have had a raw deal in transport
organisation. | hope the GLC will produce a firm and sensibla plan.l detect some signs

that the LT now sccepts that its ""Fares Falr'” experiment was unmealistlc and wnsork:
shie nonserse, | should like lower fares and  lower costs. They are too high.

Robert Hughes [Lab, Aberdesn Morth): Will you undertakes te have ne truck with the

nonsense expressed by Mr. Proctor? May we have a firm assurance that befone
B ey conclugbons you sl publish & Green Paper, w0 that all the ideas con be

caneaped 7 i
Mr. Howeil: | cannat give an undertaking about the preciss way we shall carry the
debate forward.

Sir John Biggs-Davison (G, Farest): ssked about the future of public transport
in o rear London, i : -

Mr. Eyre: 'Wa have made it clear 10 /tha GLC that what is nesded ia lower fares and
better value and we have mked them to prapare a plan on that bas.
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“Epping — Ongar line burdened with premium fares”
Sir John: Many of my corstituent rely on the Epping — Ongar line, which is the
responaibil ity of the GLC, on which thelr lotsl suthoritied sne not represented. Will the

Minigtar thiorafore enpedite proposals for seting up & public alithority able to dojustics
i all its users?

M, Eyre: la iate the complications, which will be taken into account when we
cirsidar the rrlttee’s report,

Stan Mewens (Lab. Hariow)! Will the Minlster provide direct fimancisl support for
transport uhdortakings heavily uied by commuters?

Mr. Eyre; Tha Gowernmant alrady provides substantisl financlal msistance for local
tranEport service.

Mr, Newens: Ewmex County Council refuses to pay any supplementary grant towards
the Epping—Ongar section of the Centrad Line. b it fair that that section of line should
bw burdensd with pramium fares that sre driving trevellers sery snd continually
hmﬁ elosure to ba raised, when thess problems have nothing to do with the
travedlars af

Mr. Eyre: Services on the Eppéng—Ongar llne, provided by LT, reguire Emex to decide
wihather it will give support. I it doss so decide, the Minister will ssivt the council by
giving sympathetic consideration with regard to the TSG grant.

Seephen Foss (Lib. |, of Wight]: Will you confirm to the Housa that it is not the
minister’s palicy to tumn raflvays into highways, an sdea that has been promoted an
tdwvision, bt that it is his policy to give public tremaport the sppartundty 1o provids
the service commuters are entitled to expect?

Mir. Eyre: Tha miniater has made it clear that he doss not expect any substantial reil
closures 1o take place, There are parts of the country, mainly rural, where lines are now
wnused, whene i1 |3 sendible o bring forward alternative proposals, sech s cycle tricka.
Dovgles Jay (Lab. Batterses North): Tha minister's total inactivity on LT sffalm for
manths is doing as much demage to London as his insctivity owar the mil dispurte i
doing to the country.

M. Eyre: The damage 1o fransport was done by the "Fares Fair™ policy. The minister
s rhght to call on the GLC to prepare sensible plans to desl with Londen’s renapart
regukrarmenits,

Nigal Spearg | Lab. Newham South): Do you sgres thet present problems arise from
tha [H-considarsd and l-judged |mermntion of one or two Brombey councillors 7

A, Eyre: The GLC plans did enormous harm 1o businesses and 1o 8 great number of
privete individuals & 2 umal[innuinmdmﬁum

"mwhw
JULY 26 Hugh Dykes |G, Harrow East) ! sabied i new leghlstion would be introdusced
on public transpart in London and the conurbations.
#dr. Howell: | have been concarned with two issues: what kvl of subsidy s
reasonable and whether the organaation is right. The Government believe that subsidy
is essential o maintain key public rensport systems, but it must be wisely and thought-

m:tmﬂ i mﬁﬂ:hl-h:-‘ mmﬂm“‘}.
BECEESIVE 5 are o 4
mmmmwwnm:ﬂ~ -

i

Thesa could lssd 10 legal challengs by ratepayers, uncertainty and demage for transport
undertakings and confusion for the trawelling public. | therefore intend to introduce
legislation 1o ensure greater sability.

Powers and duties will be re-defined to make it claarer what whbiidies are buying and to
sliow graater scope for private seclor competibon. In meeching decissons on wbeidies,
authorithes will have regard to guidance which | shall give them on what is an approg-
rigte amount. | shall be isuing sdvice 1o local suthorities this autumn,

I am sl conssdering whether more far-reaching changes sro reeded; | will sxamineg
carefully the report of the selact committes, and in ths meantime legislation will
include reserve powers which will enalile me 1o step in if the effect of the GLC's
irresgsonsibility continues to be damaging 1o London’s transport.

“Lines and stations still being closed™
MAY 25 Dennis Skinner (Lasb, Bolsover]: How many stations have bean closad
since May 19797

Mr. Eyre; Thees on BR: Mew Holland Pler, with the withdrawal of the Humber Ferry,
June 24 1981; Gateshesd, on the opening of the nel Ing Tyme—Wear siation,
Mow. 23 1881; and Blake Hall, on LT, on Now, 21 :

JUNE 16 * Donald Anderson (Lab. Swansea East) asked if there were plans to
change the law on closure of pasienger sarviced. Last week, Mr. Cobbet, directar of
tirategic studies st the BRE, spoke in favour of abandoning certain branch lines and
warse, referned to “curnbersome procedures, sdopted by Gowernments for closures.
Can you give an undertsking that the so-called cumbersome proosdures, which give
opportunities to cranks, as Mr. Cobbatt says, will remain s safeguards?

My Eyre: | do not shiogether sgres with the view expresed by the gantlarman to whom
you refar. | shall certainly look at the procedures, but | know you understand they are
intended to ghvit protecisodn L) PESSENGErs.

Dawid Knax (G, Lesk): asked how many miles of ralbway |lnes ware cosed in sach of
the previous five years 7

Mr. Epre: Gross passengsr snd frodght milaane closed v s follows
1977 - 33;: 1978 -48; 1970 —108: 1980 -BZ; 1681 - 140,

[Subsegiuen thy, on August 20, B was given permissicn fo close 20 miles of track From
March to Soalding, Lincolnshine )

“Did Mrs. Thatcher veto Chunnal with Praz. Mitterand? *

JUNE 18 * RAasplying to & guestion from Philip Whitshesd [Lab. Derby Morth)
sbout negotistions for 8 Channel Tunral, A, Howe!! sid: The report of the Franco-
British study group (published that day| concludes that existing servioes could be
developed to cope with foreseeable traffic growth, but that a fixed link could ba
peonomically sdvantsgeous. The group confirms the fessibilivy of rall wnnals, which
could provite both throwgh ail services snd 8 vehicle thutthe. Forrm of link permitting
yehicles to be driven acrass the Channel require further echaical study.

The guestion of organisational, legal and technical arrangamants for the construction
of any fixed link lay outside the group’s terms of reference, and the two Governmanis
have agreed that, before a decision is reached, thews stpects thould be eiamined. This
further work should be compheted by the siitumie.




v

My, Whitshesd: Will you commant on what sppeared on Laps this eftemoon, o the
affect that wark an Tunsal studies will now be indafinltely delayed. 'Will vou alio
commant on widespraad stories that the Prime Minister vatoed agresment on the Turnne|
ot har recent summilt mesting with President Miterand ! Government striciures on
procuctivity, and on the railways in partlcular, look very dim n view of their own
productivity record.

AMr. Howe: | cannotl comment on press speculation. | sdviss you 1o stick to the polng
! just mada and possibily to study the Franco-British study growp [oint report, We have
to e whether it can be demonstrated that any of the schamed can be financed an the
termms laid down,

Srepiver Dorredl (G, Loughboroughl: Will you repeat préviows sssmances that no public
secton capital will be wied 7 And that BR will not be required to give a trafiic guarantes
o whistiver conssrtiurm may chooss to buld the Channel Tunnel 7

Mr. Howell: Yei Aoy propossls for constructing the link would, on the British side, be
without financial guarantees. That would slia excuds a noncommaercial theoughput
antes by BA — an efrangement which would of course fail to be met by the
itlsh Gowernment,

Donald Anderson | Lab. Swansea East): Target detes have been pushed back further snd
H.lrIllr._Auﬂ-rﬂHmﬁlMlhﬂ the autumn, o cen we be aewred that after
Eﬂuﬂﬂm?fhmhrﬁmmﬁniu ball will firmiy lie with the two Governmants

Mr. Howel: | would very much wish that we could reach an garty decislon, having
wiaminad the sspstts not included in tha original report. | reslise that uncertainty
provokes difficulty for those who want to invest, in ferries or anything slse. | sssure
you that we abm o reach 8 dectsion.

John Ward (C. Poalel: Would you agree that any progress on the Tunnal irvolel
private enterprise would depend on a ressonable return o the imestors? "

Mr. Howedl. It also depends on being able 1o orgenise the financas needed to promate
a particular schoma, First returns from the finance investsd will coma only meny years

Afbert Booth (Lab. Barrow]: Doas it nat logically follow that those whao Invest will
mm@ru'ncﬁw af the lewels of traffic and the charges that may be made for the
& Tumnal

Mr. Howell: Thosa arrangements would heve to be worked out in consultation with
the French. Governments on both sides have ruled out the provision of public finance,
Provisions for relying on the market are now very similar on bath sides.

"'M.P.s protest over ﬂilli.nf.un train cut™

JUNE 17 On the mation for the adjournment, Bob Dunn {C. Dartford) openad a
debate on late evening trains frem London to North Kant

I am 'ﬂ'ﬁﬁ; said} & matter of great constitusncy hllrﬂéla and | am gratedu| for the
Pressre n Cartwright [ Lab. Grosrwich, Woohwich Eastl, wh

o g o #ithay to suppart
| refer to the cancellation by BR in June 1981 of the 59 past midnight servica from
Mmmnlllwd-mmmﬂmmdmmunm
mﬂ{tuunﬂuhﬂmr-ﬂmlﬁriﬂbwﬁﬁlﬂdmmhm
give up jobs which they had held for years. | have attempted to persuade BR 1o rein-

RillL DEVELOFMENT WESX - A ETEY LETTER T B.F.e ois.,

Dear (M.Fa nsme}l,

Thin year han sses much dlpruptios on the reilwsys bei hopefally
pesce has pow broksn oul.

Wiiboal assdlsssly allrring op Lha arpuessis ogsls by allespilng
to apportion blams, 1 hops reu will sgree thadl whal British Ball desperaisly
needs pow be mere than just words of support bei FOSITIVE INWESTRENT.

By own feeling in that mcosspive governssnis [of al) shsdes)
have svoided the problems of treasport (sad partloularly of railsay sedersis-
ation), ususlly in the tine bomsursd say of Balding an official inguiry or imiti=
atling studies, followed by imnotism pesding forther inguirdest

TO CORSERVATIVE B.Fa (or known proppective sandidates)

Taur party (st the last Ocmersl Eection] made fawourabls promises regordisg
ths fature of ibe rsilvaye and s the Paiens have now demonplralsd - o varyieg
degresa = their willingness 0 scospl profuchlvity, eould you nel uss ssns of

inflwswos to ssssrs Uhal investnent pow follows. This would sr=ly create a
battar fealing of fallh;, coming aa 1§ were from ihe Indusisy's banksr, and oould
not fall to saks for betiar fature indsafrial relatioms.

By INTESTEARNT I meam Nesdieg in extess of Lhe £900m. which in the pocial
ebligatica payment [or P.8.0.} sad of which saly o amall pari is Intended far
motanl reassll. The resl befng for revomea shorifasll = & polioy which yFour Daver-
messt was highly criticsl of the D.L.B. far jmplenmstisg Fecenily.

Isvestmant Ln the right sress could sotsaliy reduce the need for seme of thia
revangs sippert by resoviag inefficiemd laboar, Apart frea slesctirification
l:-lltl miraly mant be part of o comtimsous plan — isolated schesss EBaisg mch
less sosl affeotiivel, siber areas Ianolude Linwvesimssl %s aba]lsh sany of ithe
restining "waned” lavel crosalogn; aulomabis tickel sslleationg solour pignall-
ing te slimisate scores of signal bexes) ApD R ELAROEATE SOME LOCAL ELAMFLED
all of whiok savs sanpower whilek eraaling work - partioularly ia Lhe anglnesring
and sleciranics induptries.

Becently HEE Tha Prisee of Mslen, in & speech =t the speming of the naw
Hiltsn Eaynes slailbom, highlighied the cosllsulng mead for Fallways asd mars
particularly the pocial problsms sypariensed to this day by commmnities whape Lhe
Beashing bxe Fell the Bardani.

Wa fised & Fall network properly modemmisad b2 carsy both heavy goods sfflcl-
antly for induwiry and bo enable thousands of pespls to get & werk. Bow that
tha zeafliets are behind e (Hopafully) you may feal Bsbler able to help =e o
aokievs whal we eonalder b0 ba & vilsl ebjsobive.

Wm - or sven undsr threai - BRING
TO LABOUS W.Ps sto : A

Labtar beis always prided Lts=1f &= & supporter of rail slthowgh the seotion
of Williss Bedgera in Initlisting bhs Tequiry inte Mecirifiodlion kas iF sayibles
had a seriows dslaying effest such aa to ssrioualy prejudics ite affeckive
apkievaneml, ' Thare le also the sagging dsabl thal the proper Lnflussce smarisd
by the o anfagsird 1ts membera® lAlareale Bag peduead fhe Pariy's oomsil-
ment ta She Lawal of mare 1ip ssrvice. [ would even g0 =0 far aa i
aipgesl Wbl kel Bafoa's part in prossting rend brsnpport wse lacgely Influssi-
inl in slagtimg the perfersasce of Wisfisters {wech &a Bodgnre) in the sFlestive
migporl of il = k dsads rakher ihap words. +




Wmat I ikink e vital sow im = mush gresier sxtsapion of ths stanca takem

peeanily (Boih by Lhe T and the Shadew Sabinsil) in oosllpg Lhs recend ushpey
digputes with ihs rail Daisms. If it s be shown thatl Khey now affectivaly
mosaiuring Lhalr omsitesal o produeiivliy this st gurely rris ks

ank ke Lhe sxtent thal i san o 1 find sxousas Tor demying ihs sorely
netded Invepinent a somesl lomgsr. If ike Labour Parly cam spert this kisd of
moral pressurs and preyesl ihe syedall to ayeball confresiations whiok hars
narrsd the railwsy scens [or Lhe laat year or so the ball will thes be Tirmly
back im the Gevermpral's courb...

™ 8P, K.PFa Iﬁnl‘iﬂk. T

Al themgh your party has not had meok chance to make clsar Lie poltioles
rrperding the fulurs of British Bsil ik seans lo Ba copatruetive nolses

nhont fotars tramsport geale. ...
{Comtisus an Balow for LIFERAL FARTT)
O LIBENAL M.Fa etc.,

Teur party bim alwsys in the past (and increaningly of laie) sppesred o ha
wode ssnricuclive alalements regarting the Mfetures of Britain's redlwEpe.....

siannnes 80 unfertunately have all ihs other parfiss al pose Eime or otber;
il poslibive semmilmsnl appssrs bo be genernliy lockimg. Alibsugh mads wore
ilirricwlt By ths recend snfoectesaile dispiten T A oure you will not want 40 pay
nare Lip ==fwlcs &g Lthe other mjor parties have? WMhilsk a Liberal Ceumcl] in
Liverpsal Airisd ta slap the Mersayeids “Cheny Faren” sohems ikis senospl s
applauded by the Aosse of Commons Sslect Coaniites (Chaired By & Seeial Bemocrwi).
I4 was hossver Nil] Badgers [whan & fermar Labour Minipisr of Tramsperd) who
launthed what we regard as a tine wating inguiry inds main Lise sleotrification.
Perhaps ns semsons who is sericinly prepirsd o canelder how 1 wote, sad why I
haws written this lstter, ¥ysu could alss saricusly consider your snswer to
the poimta | Bave mads.

atl I Whisk is mow assentisal is afferis by a1l pariies (or commibied
meshers of All partisa) €0 resows all possible campes for fortber indweirial
fliok on the railways by naking nure Uhit Governssni comss wp with suech
inmegimant which would them give il leaders and workers in b=
mome caups Lo Balisve ihat ito owners bave at lesat sasms faith in hea.

:
-I

The abors alisrnatives [and indssd the whels faxt) are only intended aa
midda snd nambars msy wish % sspress themsslves sors leaa forcafally (wlih
lomal exsmples) as they comsider spproprisis.

or

THE HAIN AIN OF RAIL DEIVELOPMENT WER ADWEVPER IS T s
alsoled represaniatives at loss]l lewvel ale,, ARE LEFT IN WO DOWRT A3
STRENGTH OF MEMEERE® Opinicss on lhess vital fseues - B0 AT LEAST WR
M.F. = if Aasiling eles.

il Peuslopmsnt Wesk

1 Baalingn

2¥rd Gotaber

#5th Gotobar

#6kh Doteber

& Tuh Do babar

2ird - Mk Detokbsr

R. D 5. Rall Bevelopwmani Heslk

Halnvigoralion pariy Lo Aphford - Haelimge - Tunbridge Welln -

F‘q peslingn wlllk looal press, RAil Dasrs” Greidps,

punckillars, =te,

Ms=i Charing Groen for 10.00 dspart wus combasts J. Rarfisid
homes 90 4TH ST22

warks 01 980 A414 ® N7

A. B8 Rail Pevalopmani Weak
Fublic mesting in Limcaln
Tharms - "Invesi LA Mall; Inveal La Lha Patura®
f%. Wary Le Wigford Charch Ball; Lineelm 3.00pm
see ombtasty P.J. Strosg
0522 25689

R-D 8. Bail Bewelopmant Woak
npMatlook - Binfin Esil Uears Mroup
Fablic mesting in Matleaok

Spesaksr — Philip Whilshand N.F.
Tasmsy Reass, Mallosk, Ilas

R B EBall Bevslopsanl Wesk

Foblie mealing in Sharabrook, Bads.

Theas = Bidisnd sleciriflostion &« Aaew alallsa

Varicus speakers was Dontacte L. Preitag
Farlak Hall, Ehambreok, T.0ps Happemdes 6 W40

R.D.8. Bail Bevalopmani Woak

Foblic meating in Aylesbiry

Thens = Ispraved rall servioss in the Aylesbury ares

Waripes speakers sen comtmote L. Preitng
Blwie Qenirs, T.Wps Ml e pamden 6 W90

E.D B RBsll Bsvslopmenl Weak
RBE Manwel]l Bill Metro Qroup
Faklis meating in Horneay
Thane = "Light mil for Lesdon®
Herngsy Town Hall, 7.3pw

E.D B Rall Developmeni Mesk

Pulil i# meetisg in Bouthampten

Thane - "Iaveat in Enil; Isvest la the Palurs'

Varlowa spankars vou OEfbasts Alea Lingard
Polygon Botal, Southampicn, Ty Petarafisld 51717

AP 5. Beil Bevelopsant Wesk

roES w2000, Nottinghas Trasspsrd Oroup

Fublic meatlng In Beaelis=ld

Thena - "B ral]l sapvices (o Maanfial 4°

Varipan spetk=re, isv, Coamodl Vies Chalrsan

Orumcil Chasber, Tows Hall, Warked Flaos, Massfisld, T.00ps
ree Cantaoty 5. Mactropp

QXN 47651

sas Bonlasliy 5. Barteope
Berky 4THS]

ses Dontasoty F.0. Temlian
o1 539 5541

N D8, Esil Busiopaanl Wosk

Rings Bouthpost MGl Trarel lare® hesn.

Fukliz meatisgy in Sowtbmort

Thena "Tnveat In Ball, Iavest IR ks Peturs'

Seathport Artas Cesntrs, B.000m v contasti Pr. Pord
Ssuthport *94844
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BES Esil Deyvelopssnl Beak

mnaf Pedford = Blalahlsy Eail Dssre® dean.

Public mesting in Bsdford

“aferd - Ganbridgs Lina, Fapd; Fressnl, and AITIRE"

Speaker = suibar Rill Fimpeon sss Boptacts R Orans
Badford Gemtral Likeary, Earpar Sirsst, Bedford 51770
T Wopm

B LS. Ball Bsvslophonl Wedsk

Pablie mesling is Corbhy

Thesa - pagsemger parvios for Gechy

Taricis spoikore sre oombacty B Ohaplin

Willow Hoom, Bistrict Goumcil Offices, Eeckimghem TTOMLS
fosrga Elrsst; T. Opn

N, L0, Reil Bsvelopasal Heak

kendon Nramch t2 wisil Kisge Cross Midiand Station

Eingn Crosa Midisnd Ststien, 4.00p= ses DenbEats J. Barfiald
M 0 ATH ST227
werkr 01 90 4414 x T

B, 03. Devalopment Week
Fublie mAeating 1& Bawsbury
Thama - "Imwveat in Hail; Inveak in the Patire'
Tha Wissing Limk
Taricus spankora sse oonbkmala 0. Firlk
Town Rall, Dewabary, T.¥ps 50917

B D9 Asil Bevelopasni Hesk

Fuklle mssiisg ia Barlingisn

Themn = 'Inveat in Bail; Invest in the Pature’

Tarious spankars voa DomtRot: 5. Bsayos

Patha Ba]l; Marlington, T.\0ps Bagleaalirr 7ASTG2

B, D8 Anil Pevelojpmont Weak

acE/ Ormstirk - Prestos Travellers® Assn.
Pubklle asstlag Ia Freagton

THoss = "Taveal in MAil, TAawvssd 1A Yhe Felurs"

Tarious spenkars wee momtsots: R, Waltis

FPreaton Playksuss, Morkel Blrasl, Frasztan T4ITT1
7.00ps

E.D3. Bail Davelopmant Weak

LI

Publio mesting in S%1rFlilng
Thess - "Invest in BRil; Inweat in Ehe Pulars"
Tarisus spasnksrs won Domtacts F. Meville
fnldem Lion Botel; Stirlimg, Dendea 826158
B0 00 = 1.0

B DL3. Esil Dovelopnent Weak

mbg) TEOO

Public mesting in Bristal

Thana - 'Inyvest in Bail; Isvesl in the Polurs®

OSpealera fnoludiang Rickard Cobtrall, WLF.

BRSA, Tewple Meds, BEriastol sas DoRtacty L Barbery
oa%) Rargy

B L0 Beil Develapsanl Beak

lw Briatal = Baymsath Line Dov. Grodp.

Public Easllag in Teovwil

These - "favest In Eall,; Invest Inm ihs Paturs'

Farious ppeikery ros omERty 0. Aoothan
Thires Choughs Rolel, Teewil, Z.00ps Foole 7 PR



e,

(A) RDS TRAVELCARD FOR USE BY CARDROLDERS ONLY

Po:r D P.Ogilvy, "Trees," 116, Bucknalls Lana, Garston,
Watford, Herts.

I have obtained the following discount upon presentation of my
RDS THAVELCARD: —

=.P...“ _u.“ mI._.uu_H'H-ngl-ll.--1_1--.I.--;_I.-hlll--I_-.-.-.l-_.-;.il_--I.-..-!!ll--l-.-.---.

ADDRESS B R R R R R RN E DS S e
T
Amount/percentage sBVed seessscsssessessConmonts S ST R
00w g SO N e a6 R

::F!llit FREfandnEessEpEEREenmeg -_!lltrrmHﬁ.E LA R R R R L N R

EHH.III.-.I.Ill.-.lll.IIl.-.-_-_i_III_- AR R R RS RS R EREE R E N TR LR RN LN RN NN

(B) RDS TRAVELCARD FOR USE BY NEW APPLICANTS
To: H.G.M.Rogers, 64, Cowper Road, London W7 1ET

1 enclose my cheque/postal order #* for £5.00 (payable to the
RAILWAY DEVELOPMINT SOCIETY) for my RDS TRAVELCARD, which I understand
will be walid for one year.

H:" LN AR R R R L R T ] ﬁﬁa LA R R A R R A R T
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‘.EE .-.-_-..ll.-..-..llIi__.l_-l..l.-llilill.-..-”lhl-_u,.l.i.-.‘.l.ll.-.l.ll_liliil.l.llll.-_.-.‘-l.l..-.

.-.-.-.-_-_--l.-.-..__--._.I.mlll.._u_--l.-.-.__-.-_.._n__.1-_-.- FEFA A R RS AR e R EE G

(€) LOTTERY

E L.J. Paylett, 15 Athenasum Road, Whetatone, London N20O SAA

Fleasme include me in the purchase of 4 tickets at 2hp. for esach
£1.00 subsecribed, on my behalf, monthly until further notice.

EHE __._-.-:-u_.-_.'-.-..-.u-.-l.._._-'-m-lmu_.__-.l EEE AR AR R A T
.-HEE“ FRFLEad s E E R E lil..-..lll.-..-._uli_li_-.n.lll..-.-.li..lil.-I.Ill...!ill LE R R RN
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BANKERS ORDER

_.W..n.._n l__._...-ll-_-_ll.__llllllmm.—.._.ﬂ wrn EH_:" nﬂﬁ.l fSEREA A B e e R EEE R

b.n-ﬂh..ﬁﬁﬂ e R R  E s T EE R

Pay Barclays Bank PLC (Oakwood Branch), 125, Eramley Road,
Jouthgate, N14 UZ, - Por the Credit of the RDS current mccount
no. 20727792, No. 2 (Promotion) the sum of Bucccscossees (This must be
8 whole number of pounds) on 2nd of the month, and monthly thereafter
until further notice,

afc we.| Eial | S e Signed casrssevorscaniansanss

E.Fﬂ“ EEEEFFFE R R AR e E G e



Pacasss ol aatiers awiglds sur sanlipel ceclain evesls BAws besn aawad sud af
Aai]l Bewelopmest Mook tmit are skill constidersd part of it. These are aa fellewe:

likth Detoksr Pabllc sseting in Welhas Green, Butfisld
Thesa = o mew =lallsn fop Thle lsslabtsd aoswieniby
Tarlsue speakerp, inc. Div. Propsmger Menaper, B ER.
. ®yoma Bevorisl Asll, 7. 5ps «ve Bomineds L. Frolisag
Mampandoen 63090

Npyerber Pablic aseilng in Waloall
Thess - ilmproved il links from Eslsall
BEE Waloall Fapsangesr Transpori Lotion dromp
-=4 Eombiagiy AlSm Pewan
a1 745 GOl

2 Dther Branta

] 1TRitl
¢ — Fth Bowv. Badferd Cetral Library, Merpsr Street.
Bubjecly ihe Ouferd - Cambridpe Lime, Paal, Pressab
md PITIRE
Organlssd by the Bedford - Bletohlay ARiL Users' dsmm.
fn oon jenotion with Eall Bevolopmsnt Weok asd the
publicatipa of the book om the Oxford = Cambrides Lin=
ky BIl]l Dispssa

il Oel, = ¥Mh 0ot Parsham, Nerlolh
Fabjeily the Bershan to Wymondham Line sad fte retum
Lo regular pospsdRdar dee. Organissd by SyDRbd in
conjunckion with Ehe Fail Bevelopoeni thenms of
‘Inwent in Bail; Invest in the Patura®.
Frinily Methodiol Charch Mall, Darehim; 2.00pm

Zird Oely - Wih @ot. Exhibiilon in Norihasples Febiic Library, ihams as

b,

" - Exhibliloms in Sleaford and Reakisgbon Foblis Libreries.
ihems aa abave

B H Buhitltions/Maplage in the Tollowing building sosielise

Inglia B.5. - Skegness

Salfron Walden & Bessx B 0. - Eoyaban
Wationwids BB - Lowsptaft

dnglia B.5. - Cambrides

Fatsway P8 = Norwich

Eritannis K5, = Ipswlich

Malifax B & - OGoloheabar

l=rds B8, - Bamtingdon

Trustaas Savingn Bank - Lylshas
Laamington P.2 = Werihiag

= i Exhikltinn Im @oodbridge Public Likrary, Vhens mg shovs
ih ok BEE atall at Canbrides Bedel Eailwny Bxhibition
F¥Eh dot. REF stall at Dowshan Market

2ird 0ok = MR Dot. Principslity Ballding Socisiy, Cardiff aghibitien of
raaiills «F Sohsole painling conpetiiisn. Bas balow. ¥



anl_'lqt Eagae

wirtag the Hail Bevelopment Weelk the follswing aresa will hawe leaflekinge
taklng placa sibthsr in mpperi of the gsasral Lhames 6F premciing spesifls
lin=s msat of which srs in varying degre=s of threals

Bidnford - Harmmatable amd whole of B. Bewen Limne im co-operation
with BN,

Timge Lymn

Elmathorpes

Reddl ink

Srimshy

Faptamsalh - Doiilhspbon

At. Pancras Silaklsn - merming of Ttk

Poolar Compatitlons

S amm o s ——

" L] secendury schools is 8 Jlamorgns hawve bean invited o partic-
ipats in peakar compabliiich on "Wy ws need Eralms” thaws, Tha
Bueation Mtharity ia so~pporsting with distribaticng ths Prineip-
ality Beilding Sesisly la glving Lis #lhdsw for the display ol
winmare; FR Area [n helping «with mdring, ote;

Latlegr to M.P.d1 All RDS members are nrged fo wrils o thalr BF. Joring AIW

Fatitisn to [0 Orgaaised hy Scotlish dess. for Publio Tramsport: ocomtsot
5 F:R. Feville for Meribsr dstalls and pelitlon forme
{taly Dundos HS26708)

Latisr o FHi This kar alresdy bean seat, bt im satioipeties of & nom=

FY P osaniitla]l answsr; all Bail Ussre® Groups im the coumiry,
{pomeibing 1ike 100}, are baing centactad ta gais their
mugpart fer ths Lsiter, ibs tsaxt of whioh, with sy reply,
will ®a relssged b the Preps.
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L menbare. _ Bditare J. 6 Darfisld

A
Fiate the service. Its removal has acted a5 a deterrent 10 thode who work in the polics,
in transport undertskings, cinemas, theatres and restaurants. Many servants of the
Housa find it difficull o get home when we sit late. Cases of el hardahip havo baen
it 1o ma, | heve been told of transport workers who sleep in their offices or require
their friends wo put them up.

The decilon ta eliminste the service was wrong. The soclsl consequencet have bean
mormous, The financial consequences outweigh strongly the £56 per day that BR
claim that it cost to run the service. Constituents who used it daim that it was well
used on Monday, Tuesday anvd Wednesday, fully wed on Friday snd packed out on
Saturday and Sundey,

Atter some time BR agread to a slight change, which took affect on May 17 to retime
tha 1 minute befors midnight 1o ten minuiss past midnight. Whils | welcomae this,
mare is wtill 8 difference of 49 minutes betwesn the last departure in the old timetable,
The sarvice was 5o well used, thare must be other considerations than cost that motiv-
wtod BR to end i1,

The angle that worries me most is its effect on the willingness of my constituents to go
to London to find jobs. BR's attitude is deplorable. | hope you will request BR
consider the wrgent relratatement of the 53 minutes past midnight service, | placs on
record my thanks to my constituent, Mr, Beechils of Dartford, Mr. Bob Nawlyn,
manager of BR south-east division, and the peaple of Dartford, who in their ganerous
aud enrscw rrad vy have petitioned rme to bring the matter to the atiention of the
House,

Mr. Cartwright. | have been lvwolved in this campalgn for about six months. Many of
my constituants live at Thameimead, & new town development, where people have baen
brought out of central London and re-housed. They depend heavily on tha train sarvics
to Dartford to get home. We have provided BR with the names of over 50 people wha
ware regular travellers on that train. One of the letters | reosived from the genaral
manager of BR (Southern) accepts that it was a popular mrvice, However, the letter,
dated March 18, continues: "s majority of the passengars wire travelling for entertain-
mant and &re |n & position to re-schedule thair arrangements.”

| do not sccapt that, and BR has amended its view. Even i It wers right. it betrayi a
strange view of BR"s responsibilities, | was brought up to believe that the service sxists
1o mawt the needs of the revelling public. BR has moved to some extant [t has dolayed
the 33.58 to 10 past midnight. That is a small step In the right direction but does not
meet the needs of shift workers, It would not have met the peeds of MPs if we had

been trying to gat home afwmr wnight’s debate. The final suggestion | have had from

BA i puzrling, which says it will re-schedule the 00.54 by delaying it to two minutes
past 1 am. The only trouble is that that service goss to Orpington. Even the raliing
drunkard will not go to Thamesmead, Abbey Wood o Dartford via Orpington at that
tima in the maming.

One of the most sensible ions from our comatituents is that BR should thin out
its late-night secvice. delay the 11.27 to 11.59 and the 11.59 to 00.59.

Mr. Eyre: Ministers have no powers to intervene but | hawe been in towch with the
bosrd about this matter and it has explained the background. The board decided to
discontinue the 12 58 1rain as part of a package of service roductions introduced in
1981. This was in response to recommendations in the Monopolies and Mergers

Commission’s inquiry on Loswdon commarters services. Tha than minister made dear

his vigw that the baard should look for chanpes that were latt harmbul 10 the intarests
of it customers.



Vi
Thers ware complaints, especially sbout last trains. The boand took heed of the com-
plaints and reingtated some of the services. It was a5 part of this process that |t arranged
for the lagt train o Dartford o leave &t the later time of 12,100 But | undervtand that
tha board cansiders that the cost of about £20,000 2 yesr to reinstate the 1250
frain could not be justified. ¥ I
. Eyre then spoke of assistancs o BA on other lines: Great n
:mmm Bedford electric waina ﬁm standing idle; resignalling st Victoris emnd
o tha Brighton line, and the annual construction of 200 EMUs. In replying (he said)
my intention has been to sat out the context within which the boerd makes [t decislans
on planning passenger wervices.
i hopa that co-aperation {"with the active lupport of the work forcs™] will be forth-
caming in the mtererts of commuting passengers,
Mr. Eyre stoppad speaking and the House rose at 12.27 am.

“Electrification to Leads 8 Newcastle being considered™

JUNEG " Adan Belth |Lib. Beresick-on-Teesd): When the report i published of
tha mlect commitiae on slectrification, will there be a positve response 1o the cae T
The experience of the Pesmanshiel tunnel closure showed that raiffic does not want to
transfer from the sast coast line, which ought 1o be apersted by one method of traction
from Edinburgh % Lomndan,

Mr. Eyre; Wa are corsidering the board's proposals for slectrification to Lesds and
Mewcattle and shall reach a decision as toon &t posslble,

Fim Eggar (C. Enfiold Morth): Can you confirm that slectrification s crucially
dapenident on reduced manning levels snd the sbasdonment af ningteenth
cantury work practices !

Mr. Eyre; The struggle for more efficient working prectices i central to the future of
the raibwoys end must be fully supported.

Afbsert Booth | Lab, Barrowl: Do yvou scospt thot investments are urgently nosded to
catch up on the back log of repaics to BR" rmein line network, beceese thers would be
no N in electrifying 3 worm-out system ? What bacis has been calculated to be
adequate 10 bring dbout thoss renewali thet s desperately nesdad 7

Mr. Eyre: The armownt has not yot boen declded, bat | very much recogniss it mpon-
anoce to the renewal of rack

“Loies: DoT has not kept its promises”

JUNE 168 * Sydney Chapman (C. Chipping Barnet] : asked the minister if he would
raview axitting powers 1o ban heavy lorries fram uilng Inedequate rosds,

Mr, Eyre; The minister has issued & circuler urging local sutharities 1o make mars
sxtensive ute of their wide powers to control lorries. We are determined to do every-
thing practicabile 1o check the growth in korry numbers and joumeys, to control mare
effectivaly the vehicles theimselves and whers they go, to encourage rail Treight, bulld
monn bypasses and strangthen enforcemant regulations,

M. Chagvmarr: Wil you confirm that there it 8 nesd to encourage quister, cloanaer and
sater heavy vehicies 7 Would you monitor local control schemes and encourage, for
axampls, the proposed scheme of 50 square miles in North London ?

Vil
Mr. Eyre: We shall watch carefully the efforts made by the suthoritles to kesp lomries
out of environmanislly sensitive sreai
Michae! MeMNair-#Wition [C. Newbury]: sloed if he had dacided sbout maximum
parrrisiba wabghis,
Mr. Howsil: | hope to make an announcement @ oon a4 possible on a wide range of
Hﬁ-lﬂ-lfm'-'“' hlhl mm"“.u'
My, McNalr-Wiison: Wien you announcs the mesdmum permisible 'IITII will o
sy whathar that will be the maximum you e prepsred ever 1o permit
M. Howell: It i cortainly the Gowernment s view that eny incresss in the dimaensions

of traibars and corisiners on our roads cannot be tolersted. Indeed, one of the proposats
is for @ maximum height, which does not exist &y presant, It ks the Governmant's inten-

tion that there b# no increass in traller soes. On the other hand, it § the
mﬁ: ﬂt:mﬁlhmmnhhﬂE“nhhmmm
thind full f.

Gwilym Roberts (Lab. Cannock): Wil you comment on the observations of the TRGWU
ahast the difficulties that would be crestsd by incrassing the maximum waight 7

Mr. Howell: | think your worry |s that there would be fewer vehicles and fewer jobi.
Sainsbury s 1all me that if the Timit weere raised, it could fupply @ superrmarkst
with 84 Tew a5 six instead of 10 containgrs @ diy. That would obvlously reduce
the nurnber of journeys and, | am afraid, of jobs.

Anthony Melsen (C. Chichester]: Wil you think again before announcing 8 course of
action that will ba gravaly damaging to our party and to many whose Interests we
represant ? There i almply mo wey you can guarantee that heavier lorries will maan
tewar.

Mr., Howel/: Tha Government's concern |5 to see that the lorry problem is tackied
vigorously, | would expect o have your full wpport for 8 packags of messures Tor
controdling the vehicles.

Perer Snape (Lab, West Bromwich E.): For most people the heavy lorry it a dirty and
'menace that should be controlled far more rigorousty by both local and
nationl government. Will your deparument publish a list of suthorities, including —
regrotfully — the Wast Midlands County Council, which have nat yet implamented the
velushle provisions of the 1972 legislation, known & the Dykes Act?
Mr, Eyre: | shall corsider your suggestions. We shall be looking at the response of local
suthor|ties in this respect.
Dlavid Crouch (C. Canterbury]: | should find It impossible to support any propasiton
to incrgase the welght of juggernauts. In my sxperience over many years, the Depart-
ment has let down ministers, the House and MPs by not keeping 1o its promises on rosd
developmant. Until our roeds sre ready, there can be no heavier juggernauts allowed on
tham

Mr. Eyre: | appreciate your franknems, but | ask you to swaeit the finsl peckage of prop
ctals. | balievs it represants a substantial sdvanes in environmental conditions, shich |
kot cmmesn yoLL

“Marginal increase in railfreight expected by 1991

JUNE 28 Nicholss Winterton IC. Magciexfield]: asked sbout plans 1o encourage mdd
goods to be carried by rall.




Vil

Mr. Eyre: Road svd rail must compete fairly for 1 traffic, but | mecognise thare
gan be arwironmental benefits if sultable freight can be transferred from heavy lorries
to rail. Section B of the Pailweys Act 1974 encoursges freight e carried by sl
rather than rosd where there s berafit to local communithes, | with to ses the velusble
contribution of these grants continued.

PREVIEW

MPs of various perties hawe guestions on the siocks sbout rallways, due 1o b answered
orally by the Transport Sacretary, David Howsll, on the fint ssailable day after the
Summer Recess — Wednesday October 27,

Nige! Forman (C. Carshalton], Sydney Chapman (C. Chipping Bamet), Barry Porter

iC. Babington & Ellesrmere Portl, Robin Sguire (C2 Haverlng Hornchurch),

ichaed Newbert [C. Romiord), Tim Egper (C. Enfisld North], Michae! Shevsby

IC. Unbrkdgal, David Winnick (Lal. Walsall North), and AfMfred Dubs (Lab. Wandsworth]
will all ba asking about the future of London Transport, end several others wil| ba
ﬂw;umﬂmmm Just one MP, Sir William van Straubenzes
{C. ingham) will be asking when the minister “expects 10 rédeive the report by
British and Franch financial institutions on the future of the Channel Tunnel, "

Mot MPs wers on holiday at the time of writing. Mr. Duba, whoss quastion is about
the cost per mile of travalling on {a) tubes, {b) LT buses and (2] BR commuter services,
todd me his aim was to show how high our fares are; to show the discrepancy between
LT and BR and to keep up the pressure now that Mr, Jay's Bill had “died the Inevitable
doath.”

On tha subject of the Tunnel, he told me he was “mare than marginally in favour™ but
ha thowught the Govermmant was “not enthutisstie, " partly because they balieved it wa
a way of boosting BR. What about Mis. Thaicher's mesting with President Mitterand
fast My, | askad him? Whan thoy had besn expected to discuis the subject.

"Thare wers more urgent Bsues st the time,” Mr. Dubs replied, “snd if they had dealt
with it somathing would have come owt.” He thought the Tunnel might have o signifi-
cant offact in easing the presswra on air travel, “but ministers are not keen to go slong
with that srgument.”

Returning to the subject of London tubes and buses, Mr. Dubs said: 1 don't believe
you can heve publie trenaport without o decent level of publlc support. No other
country can, and Landon supporis the whols sconomy, not just that of London. Mamy
pecple outside benafit. Ken Livingstone did what he 'did a: second best, but the ideal

B o have a decent |evel of subsidy from taxation.

Commans questions will also be asked about future investment in railways by that
keen anthusiest Robert Adley (C. Christchurch), Peter Snape (Lab. West Bromwich E.)
2 JE

“MORE IN OUR NEXT ISSUE!"

Prepared by Lowis Hipperson & Jeck Ellia (Railway Development Soclety)

REGIONAL NOTES

LOMDOMN & HOME COUNTIES

Mowing into 1op gear in resdiness for Rail Development Weak, branch machinery hes
been remowated to srable mone activities 1o be organited and for more membsers o
participate. The momentum of the branch commattes has quickened & 8 result of hold-
irg miore frequent mestings, o new Secretary has recently been appointed (See Members
Only Supplement] snd more specialist sub-committess. The formation of wmal| aroa
groups in warious parts of the Branch's ares 1o encourage more localised activities by

R DS emembars is also baing pursued,

A.D.W. will be crammed with events. Two days before it starts, on October 2151, the
Branch A_G.M. has bean arranged in the historic Midland Rallway Board Room ot

1. Pancras with the acldad attraction of ono of the Sociaty’s films. The week iteel! will
bagin on 23rd October with a round trip by Branch Members and supportars via
Ashford = Hastings and Tunbridge Weils to publicise the problems of the Tonbridge —
Hastings line. Originally it had been Intended 1o concentrate on the pictura postcarnd
village of Rys, jewel of the much threatenad Ashford — Hastings line, but with mom
rial theeat to the Tunbridge Wells — Erldge line (ses below], the Branch Commities
hiars decided 1o revise the itinerary 1o soncantrate meetings with the pross, local rail
activises and those conoerned with the future of the services radisting from Tunbridge
Wiells (returning vis Eridge to London Bridge.

London's suggested light rail projects, at Muswedl Hill and in Dacklands, will be the
focus of attention of @ meeting at Hornssy Town Hall lon elther the Tussday o
Wednesday of the week] and & day tima visit to view King's Cross Midland station and
pssocistod alectrification works st 5t. Pancras |4 in prospoct for 28th. |Detaili of this
and other local sctivities will be contsined in the latest issee of the Branch Newsletier
“Rallondon™ dus sarly September to all local membkersl.

Transport in London {and in particular its financlal support] is continuing to exarcise
the branch since the doubling of fares over six months ago. A House of Commicnas all-
party Commities has recently produced a controvenial report recommanding that all
trangport authorities within the metropolis should be wnder the umbeells of 8 Metmo-
politan Transport Authority. Just what RDS has wanted — a single authority or P.T.A
for the sreal Mot quite! For according to GLC Lesder, Ken Livingstone, the report
“eould have been drafted by the rosds lobby® for it recommands tha Government nod
to support measures proposad by his authority to pravent the movemant of heavy
loeries in the area. Retiring L.T. Chairman, Sir Peter Masafield, however welcomed the
pmphasis placed on the “national imporance’ of remport In Lendon slthough he
dialiked the Committes slrejoction of the principle of relating whsidy 1o the amount of
commarcial revenue sarmed from fares, upon the desirable level of which it & relativaly
silent.

GLC Trarsport Committes Chalrman, Dave Wetzel, has forecast that the next step will
e for tha Councll o ek the Governmant for taiks on the propodals “with & view 19
the GLC continuing 1o ba ths traraport suthority for Greater London, but with its
powers and responsibilities changed in the way suggested by the Select Committes for
the MTA " The recommendations are therefore good “in pars” and the Branch
Committee i sctively studying them.

Pressure & meamvhile buliding up from locsl reil users groups on BA (o securs the
furtuare of the Tonbridge — Haktings line snd &t & recent msating with them B.R. London
& Soguth East Director and General Manager of Southern Region, David Kirby, cutlined
some fo the aptions. Tha most favoured appaaned 16 be the one costing £24m., involving
widenbrg S b idges bt withh singlioeg fod e L streiehes theowgh all wnnels (and some
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bridges) axcept Grove + slectriflcation, which would parmit some mu H'l'lr.mhi-
manta. This has now bean approved by SR and gone to the BRE for submission to the
Sapretary of State. He warned, herwewer, against over-optimism for even i approval was
fortheoming promptly from Mr. Howell the construction timescale m.i:t'ihl apper oA
irmately 3% yoars which would make May 1886 the earliest date for completion.

On the Murst Green — Udkfinkd line, where substantial deterioration of track hes alreacdy
taken place, singling was the favoured option. This would give it another leasa of life
and anable shorter journey times then ot present to bo achisved. On the T
Wells — Groombridge link howevwer conditions were much worse and as the fine was less
wiable and presented problems of Dying in with any mvr!.uﬂﬁmmﬂu.dmnmﬂ
the anly course open and by tha time member receive thia report official cosure
notices are expacted to have bean posted. At its last meeting the Branch Committes
therefore resolved 1o lodge 2 formal objection, at kast to satisfy isel! that dosure
would have no long term adverse effects on the viability of othes lines in the local net:
work,

JE/IWE

WEST MIDLANDS

Following parsistence by our Redditch Line Users Group, and the local T.U.C.C., on
the absence af the 26 extra tralrs from the G.B, Timetahla sincs May 1980 the matter
wems referred to the Central Transport Consultative Comemitten who have sscured o BRB
policy decision that “in future financially aided train services (and for that matter thoss
wnder threat of closwre) will be publishad in the Mationsl Timeable provided there is an
asturanco &t the time it goes to pross that the wrice will operats on dey ona of the
timetable. If thare is any measonsble possibility of the service being discontinued during
its currancy, for whatever reason, an appropriate footnote will be added.”

An independent BO page study report on the potential for rall development in the West
Midiands by 8 studant planner concludes that there is o good i for re-opening the
Srow Mill route through 1o Stourbridge; a Walsall — Hednesford service, and an associs-
tod widespread electrification programme. The report also remarks that B R, i “vestly
inefficient™, “racked with coniervative attitudes™ and “suffering from high operating
eosts.” It points to the Tyne & Wear Metro 25 a “good example of & modern and effic-
iant public transport system for metropolitan sneas.™

The number of local rall passengers using New Street and Moor Strest eveary dey, 83 at
Novemnber 1881, had risen to 50,701 compared with 56,160 in November 1880, In

wiew of the recession the Increase is most gratifying. West Midlands Transport Comm-
itteamen have been visiting urban transpart systems in Europe snd more recantly in

Tynasicda whaere the Metro wis described as "Magic™ snd "'Fantastic™, Thare [ interest
in a "lighter than B.R." rolling stock being sscured to replace the agei DML in the
Midlands snd with the Class 210 eosting E1m. per set the Ssitley besed Metro Cammell
hat been skoed to offer an alternative. British Rail have reported to the WMCC that

electrification of the local patsenger lines within the boundary will cost/some £28m.

— pucluding tha rolling stock. Overall the cost of switching over 1o electr|

would ba nearer £100m. -

B.R, are planning to revisa the hourly fast trains running betwesn Worcsster and
Birmingham, from May 1983, by re-routing them off the Bromigrose route to travel
via Kidderminster, calling also at Droitwich, Stourbridge Junetion and Cradiey. The
journey time is likely to be incressed from 47 to some 54 minutes but with increassd -
revenug. A new user group has been formed 1o promote this line and the Seeretary I
Mr, Jim Colley, 387, Hurcott Aosd, Kiddermingter, Wores, Their First public mesting
was due to be held at Klddarminster Com Exchange on 16th September,

1

Ohpr Hadinesford Public Meeting, on 30th Jura, attracted ower B people who vigor
ously supported the prowision of an hiourly rain service; and ot Walsall 3 publicity
stard wat manned 0 the Market Place on Z2nd and Hith July. On 38-30th

RDS was represented with a stand manned by Branch Mambars ot the IWA boat rally,
hald this year at Tittord, Langley, Sandwell. The Branch charter excursions on 10th
July had b be re-arrenged to run on 4th September offering marning and evening
refurn trips ovar the fraight-only 16 mile Walsall — Cannock — Rugaly line and alto &
day excursion from Rugsley and Walsall to Bewdley for the Severn Valley Radway. A
further RDS enterprise s a party visio by H5T from Bhm. New Streat 1o Neweastle on
gih October bo see snd ride the exciting rew Metro netework of Tyne & Wiear.

EAST ANGLIA

Fiva spocial ralng wers run by the Branch end it smaociated bocal Groups in May and
June, carrying over 1,400 people. Thase included & hauled excurslon from all East
Suffolk Line stations to Windsor; two DML trips to the Mene Valley Rallway; and a
seaside spocial from Wisbach 1o Fello town.

Our plans for furthar specinls in July were thearted by the rail strikes, with tha reod
to pastpone the trains. Howsver, following the return to normal working on BR we re-
arvanged thess and ware due 1o run & further four specials in late August/early Sept-
ember. By the send of the ssaaon, we expect to have carried somae 2,500 peopls — 1oma
of whom had not been on a trals fof years — on owr regional network.

RS has welcomed initiatives by local BR mansgemant to gain new business: notahly
& 20'% experimental fare cut on most of the Sheringham line trains: [ssuing of the
popadar Anglia Ranger tickets by condisctor guards; and the distribution of lesflets
wiith discount woupchars in areas served by our paytrain lines.

Gt Yarmouth Borough Councll has announced its intention to take the BRE to Court
ower Bhe lack of formal notica and consultation when the Wensuem  Curve (ailowing
traing to avoid Norwich] wan closed. Certain other councils have offared financial
support to the cost of the action which & being viewed a5 a "test case.™ RDS el
certainly thinks so and has abio offered & small contribution as have at least 3 local rail
TR groiLpE.

Dharimg the ASLEF strike, the Branch |ssusd a statemont calling on both sides 1o come
out of “their entrenched positions™ and agree to some experiments with better we of
manpover. |t also calfed on the Secretary of State 1o give the go-akead for a significant
irvastmant project in Esat Anglia i f swech axperiments went ahead and sinee the and of
Uhe strilos has pressed Mr. Howell further on the isue and particularly condermned the
witholding of PS0 grant to BR.

HO% has continusd o correspond with various bodies on lsues such & the Sealink

cuts ot Harwich; pomible singling of parts of the Noradch 'maln line whan elactrification
takes place and the proposals for modernising the East Suffolk Line. An RDS Committee
Mmarmibar has slso written to BR and other bodies drawing sttention to the more central
posl than of St Botolphs itation IColkchesterl to the town and hopping centre which
might wisivant It being re-named Colchester Cantral or Town, Finally, the Scoiesty’s
Exhibition was due to be displayed at March Library during September.

YORKSHIRE

Owr report in this lisus i concarmed mainly with rosds for i iesa (Ume and money)
were spenil o these mammath “White Elephants’™ mone rmight be swallable for mors
sensible public transpart investment (particuarly in rafways).
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The lnspector’s recommendations following the Akredale Trunk Road Inguiry, which
kapt the loacl Branch of RDS diverted from more important matters from January 1o
Detober 1880, have now been published. An extensive history of this scheme, and the
sgnificance of the outcome, im the centre pages of the Transport 2000
Hewshest “Tranport Retort” Vol B No.7, July 1882) but of sven greater dgnificance
was their almost cornplete accaptances subssquently by both David Howsll and Michael
Hasslting, The main points ame as follows:—

That the road should follow the route suggested {by the D.Tp.) from Kildwick, nesr
Sk ipton to Keighley, but that the spur running south west to Crosshilli should nat ba
busitt. I was feared Mhat this had the makings of a motorway thirough fo Bumiley and
she M5,

That the trunk rosd should end on the west side of Keighley from whanca traffic
would follow the existing rosd system and Bhus avaid mamsive demalition within on
industrial eatate, From the east side of Keighley it should continue to Bingley taki
the route thro. the town alongside tha rallway and canal, irvelying the demalition
siy bassbnes premises. The rosd would end ot Cottingbey Bar, just sast of Bingley, instesd
of continuing 10 Baildon a1 orignally planned, thereby sawing Roberts Park, a local
beauty spot on the edge of Shipley and the demolition of Shepley Salt Schoal,
Al in all the curtsilment of the Trunk Road st Bingley should be to the advantage of
the rail services to Lesds and Bradfond wnd genarally residents of the Alre Valley
[including many who disrupied » previcus Motorway Inquiry] feel the outooms bo
hava justified their pfforts. Having spant much time over 3 contiderable pariod oppas-
ing this wasteful scheme, appearing st Public Inquiries to put forward the rail alterna-
tives, the Branch can now concentrate on malntaining snd developlng the local rail
infrastructure, somathing which it may be hard-pressed to do if Governmant plans 1o
alter the rules fior financial support within the P.T.Es (reported in our Editorial] are

: DUBLIWE

NORTH EAST ENGLAND

The recant BA decision not to go ahead with dosure of the BREL Shildan Works
welcomed and follows a resolution of the RDS Nationla Committes appoting the
progosal which was sent 1o BR, the press and many national organisations cancarmed.

TG

LANCASHIRE & CUMBRIA
Follewing the BBC2 Braw Tacks pragremms on “Back Door Beeching' (shown on 3ed
Juna) & local RDS member wrots 1o its Editor reguesting 3 complate list of the lnes
ihreatenad with closurs. In his reply the Producer, Alss Dabsor stated: —
“it is & liat of [inez ghat are not having anough money spent on them &t the moment
and that unbass wibstantisl funds are made avallable in the nesr future, the [ines
will bagin to deterserats to such an sxient that they will have o dos. This of
course dipes not apely to the Settle fo Canlisle; Ribblefwad Viadict, has now
passed the point of no retuwn, | think masl informed people wowld now scoepl
thart closure is mow inewl tabis, ™
Tha Vst of lines included the follovwing in this area: -
[1} Barrow — Whitehaven; (21 Blackpool South — Kirkham:
(3} Banley — Colne; {4] Hebdon Bridge — Rose Grows;
6] Mewecstls — Carlisle; 18} Ormskirk = Preston;
and Last But not lest Settle — Carlisle.
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Fallowing cuta in the grant to the Bolton — Wigan =~ Kirby line by Mareyiids County
Council, Britsh Rail are propasang severe cuts to the service, especially at paak times.
Local users feel that such cuts would mark the beginning of the end for the line and are
fiow arranging o venus for & public mesting in order to form a Rail Users' Group. Maan-
while (as mentionsd in the kst issue of R.O.N. p.13) Lancashire County Council in
conjunction with BLR. have produced & document entithed *Hal Strategy for Lancashire”
It wias hoped that both parties to the strategy would sign it snd pass it o Transport
Secretary, Divid Howell, In the svent B.R. heva now declined to do so and at th
Council s mesting on Thursday 20th July, Highwayt & Transport Commitiee Chairman
Clir. G. Siynn stated that sn ungent meeting with LM R. General Manager, Mr. J.0"Brisn,
was being arranged. This very worrying developmant does not msgur wall for local linas
in this area,

Tha committes of the South Fylde Line Users” Assrn. have now had a meeting with
British Rsil at which the ungent need 1o reingtate the axed through trains formed the
main part of the disoussions. Other topics sidoussed, however, included axira traéng
calling at Kirkham te improve connections from Manchester to the South Fylde,
improwed publicity for the line, and a scheme 1o adopt a station. Following the meet-
ing B.A, have sgreed 1o $10p oné up ond one down traln frem Manchester wo Black pool
additionally ot Bolton and 3,000 leaflets have boen given by B.A. to SF LUA for kocal
door to door distribution. The Association are now planning to officially adopt Squires
Gate Swation. Anyone who knows it will know well why this has been done!

Mermbers of the Ormakirk to Preston Travellers' Assn. also had a meeting with B.R. on
3rd June ot which plars for the 1083/84 Timetable formed & large part of the procesd-
ings. From what was taid it appearsd that OPTA faced a re-run of its timetable campaign
all over again as BR, faced with a worsning financial position, was once more propos:
ing to introduoe the 1 DMU service. The County Councl was also planning to “Bus™
wtudents from Ormiskirk to Preston, and thus takos sway nesrly 150 daily peak hour
LsErs, &5 it was cheaper than using rail. Straight away OPTA alerted all interested people
to this denger and the County Council agreed to back down (at least for the next
ncademic yoar). The future of the line therafore looks safer for & while longer. OPTA

is planning to hold its first A.G.M. on Tuesdey 14th September 1982,

RIS

MERSEYSIDE

Cin 26eh July, Malcom Thaormton MP, openad & new £1% million conteiner termingl st
Morth Dock, Garston. The development includes @ Freightlinar Terminal, The 1982/83
limetabie includes & number of additiona Saurdays Only traing from Liverpoal: 3
iy Werviol to Weymouth departing ot 08.58 and an extra train to Barrow dogar ting at
08.15. On 23rd July @ coal train wes dersided by vandals on the single track branch
betwesn Huyton Qusrry Junction and Cronton Calliery, the third such incidant in the
Mersiyside aran this year,

The idea put foreard |oinitly by Bebington Rail Action Group and the Wresbem —
Birkenhead RUA of an undsrgrownd railway in Chestar, linked to proposed electriflcation
betwedn Liverpool and Chester, received considerabds publicity locally. Much of it how-
ever wiat of & mocking nature, The idea was loriginally contained in written submissions

to the Public Transport Plan of Cheshire County Council. In the meantime BR have
already advised that they plan 10 extond the sarvice from Bidston to Birkenhead North
I;Hr This is one of the improvements sought by WBRIUA since its formation in

AW
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CHESHIRE & GREATER MAMCHESTER
Posalble sites fior aout 1% new stations ore being investigated by Greater Manchester
County Couneil, Of these Derbyshire Lane (Urmston) and the Mills Hill/Middiston
Junc, area are being assessed in detail. A joint BRIGMCC/PTE Rall Study Group has
besery estabd|shed_ Its ramit neludes (a) the developmaent of the Blackpool — Manchegter
Windior Link schame and (b axamination of possible cross-city mil links. The latte
inchudes (i) the original Pice/Vic. scheme and (i} a Light Rapid Transit (LAT) system,
either on the surface or below grownd.
Disused parts of the Combrook Jume. — Chariton — Didshury ete., rovte lclosed 1967T)
are being convertad into a “wallway ™ by GMCC. Howsver, the option for the route 1o
be weed in an LAT scheme in the future will be retained, ROS & pointing out the need
for LAT stock using such routss to be fully compatible with the BR 25&Y system.
BR have snnownced parmanent closure of the Tiviot Dale (Stockport] Traight route
between Portwood and Cheadle. Tha ssction between and Woodlay is also
in danger. Local groups are fighting for the retention of the “right of way™ {also possible
“maothballing” of the track) and the future development of the rail link. This is envls-
aged & part of @ larger echome to re-open this routo from RomileyWoodley, through
Withenshawe to Altrincham — possibly even Warringlon Widnes.

EAST MIDLAKNDS
RD% and the Sheffield Passengers’ Assn. peganised a public maeting in Hathae on
15t July; when the 28 people present sgreed to set up a Hope Valley Rail Users® Group.
Dr. Hugh Porteous, in the Chair, spoke of problems on the Sheffield — New Mills
Central DML sarvice; and John Asquith [RDS Chashire Arca Represantativel recounted
the problems encountered on the New Mills — Manchester section of the routs fon
witiizh he hopes 1 &1 up 8 users’ group In the smuma). Some of these problems were
tha rasult of lack of investrment, a4 on most similer lines] but others could be solved by
bettar co-operation betwaen the different BR region: and Divigions  through which the
lime rums.
Trewor Garrod (RDS Mational Commitiee] also spoke at the mesting, describing the
achinvemants of rall user' groups slsawhars and possibsle strategies that could be sdop-
ted in seeking improwements to the sarvice and new business for it &.9. in ®e tourist
field, At the end of the meeting, a strong local committes was set up, mcluding at beast
one person who had been active in the suscessful fight to sava the line from the| Besching
Agon in the 19805 Though tha Mope Yalley Line would not sppear 1o be threatened
with closure, 23 it now carries mare traffle with the diversion of the Mottingham —
Glasgow alns, the Group will b concentrating o Increasing pessenger traffic on the
local traina and improvemants o the timetsble.

TIG/DJB

WALES

On Sundeys, 22nd and 2th August the Cambrian Coast Line Action Group ran “Super
Sunday Scenie Speclals™ from Barmouth 1o Aberyitwy th in response 1o B.R's reguest
ta halp the line. C.C.LAG. have produced a new rodte guide for the gononal public
entitled "Cambrisn Aail™ |a review of which should sppesr (app=ars elsawhare in this
Isswe of RDMD. C.C.L.AG. sre concerned by parposals being considered by BRB 1o
scrap the Mk.1 coaching stock fleet and slio by the possible withdrawal of goods
facilities at Tywym, but more heartening is the news that 8R /& to spend £150.000

iz At on repairs o Barmouth Bridpe.
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The future of the Maart of Wakes Line (Shrewsbury — Swamsal is not halped ithe-
iwm of BR mad by Ludiow M.P. Eric Cockeram, but to which C.C.LAG. Hlnwr;;nwdld.
Tha local Line Travellen’ Asen. (wi up at 2 meeting in Llsndrindod Walls in Movermber
:#t -.u;lsrun it mﬂinlm"l{tﬂtm“ "The Brecon Beacons™ Shrewsbury - Llandowary
T g =] ntaing 1 — Absrgavenny — with th
¢l parts, including the Midlands and Landan an Ihhm. Sigbimr i
b bt o Lyl g B g Jt by B
itowia onlng or the . + Colwyn Bay — Comway ASS Project.
O 26th July tha G-I'.r_mﬂd County Council's Conwy Valley Sunday twalns were well
;ur-ppm'hdcnnm;l ﬁ[f\rnlm I'E:‘D:.I-ﬁ- on 6 Sq.ﬂ'nlw?in the Summer, 3 trips sach way slong
a ne — i at 7 pricas!! A
bk o Al ng pegged P icas commentary an the rowte

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND

Mr. A. N. Joanes (a member of the Society's affiliated Morth Devon Railway Line
Development Group), has organised a special tour train to traverse the two lines most
likely possibilities for re-opening to pessenger traffic in North Devon. Thesa being the
ling which connects Bamstaple with Bideford and Torrington and the line which runs
between Crediton and Dkehampton, As well as providing enthusiasts and day trippers
with & fun day out, this trip, and the many othars which have lbeen run over the last
t:wu_un, Ve o ﬂhﬂmﬂi Ir::l;'nr;'lm practical way possible the potential for
ing passengars on narmally freight-only lines and also to romind  tha

peaphe that thair railway still exists. -

Originally the trip was to have been a re-run of that which took place on Bth Auwgust
last year over the route from Barnstaple 1o Petrockstow and Mesth clay quarries, but
miﬂdﬁqplnwlndhldmhwhudhnnunuﬂ‘lhﬁun
declared the line from Torringlon to Meeth quarry as unsafe for pansangar traing, due
to detericration of some sections of the track. This could mean that the 1881 train
which wat well supparted, could have been the last passenger traln éver to go to y
:‘:rmdmuw. and one is bound to wonder how lang clay traine will be able to continue
use the line [which is now not even considered safe for a DMUY, unless extensive
repairs ore mache to the track. The trip, originalty scheduled for Sunday 25th July, was
re-schedulsd for 12th September because of the rail striks. :
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