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How The Bill Fails Bus and Rail

A5 we go 1o press, the 1985 Transport
Bill is about 1o enter its committes stoge
ifithix Londs. This ball, although concanmed
with how bus services will ba run {(or
perhaps not run), will, if not substantiplhy
amended, hava considerable detrimen-
ial effect not only on bus sorvices bul
glso on cross-country rail servicos.

In May, Don Matthow (Friends of the
Earth) spoke at an R.D.5.-organised
presantation to M.P.s af the Commons.
His addrass highlighted sevaral pﬂ&!lbla
disastrous consequences af this bill-
many of which have been voiced by bais

Aperators, Il authorities, prafessional

Janisations and CONSUMEr groups
atike. He questioned the purpose of the
Bill [said 1o have been originally intro-
duced to cul state subsidy); the Secretary
of State had appraisad subsidias in tha
Shire Counties as “aboutl right' and,
furthermore, abolition of Metropalitan
Counties, together with rigid gowvern-
ment contral an lecal autharity spend-
ing, made a bl Por this purpeoss.un-
nicessary.  Other benefits cited by
government for this doctrinaire and ill-
conceived legisiation are that through
“fair competition™ and “'market forces™
a better servica will be provided for the
consumer. The consumer has, in fact,
responded by forming the Mational
Federation of Bus Users® and, through
the Mational Consumer Council, has
recantly drafted a long new clause 1o the
will. This, im effect, asks for the bus user's
aequivalent of a T.U.C.C,

Deregulation of stage carriage roules

Il grable small operators 1o codm pete,
al peak limes, with long-established
aperators—further cutting the profit-

ability of their remaining roules and
leading to a vicious spiral of decling, In
addition, “cowboys” and established
operators alike will be free 10 compete
with B.R, on cross-couniry roules,

R.D.5. has often commented on the
gross discrepancies betwaeen the ways
im which road and rail operators bear
their respective shares of transport
infrastructure costs, There is no way in
which such compatition can be fair 1o
rail. Accarding 1o Mr. Mathew, thess
wiould be an effect on rail revenua not
only an marginal lines but on profitable
garvices  gqueh  as  Derby—Matlock,
Morwich—Cromser, Candiff—Mearthyr Tydfil,
Manchester—Blackpool, Sheffield-
Barnsley and Boston— Grantham.

This bill, together with atsalition of the
Matropolitan  Authorities, will destroy
what little integration of public transport
has so far besn achieved and concen-
trate serdices on corrdor rowtes with the
consequent decline of vital sscondary
rsulas. Britain. s the only country in
Europe to hawve suffered a marked
decling in the numbear of bus passengers
im the decade 1971=1981 while inwvest-
ment in, and coordination of, public
transport has produced increases in bus
passenger journeys as high as 135%
(naly) and 85% (Porugal). Thene should
nat b an “either-ar” situation with
regard to public transpart. All modes
should, with proper planning comp-
lermient each ather for the benefit of both
the user and environmenl

*Secretary: Michael Dearing, 6 Holm-
hursi Lane, 51 Leonards on sea, East
Sussex THAT TLW.

Audrey Hyacinth Henson

It 15 with deap regrad that s hawve 1o
rEpart the passing ol ane of aur more
molabde lady members, 0 ber omid
Eighties,

Cualifying as a Surgeon in the mid
Twenties (Charing Cross & King's Col-
legel she may nol have had to battle like
Elizabeth Garratt Anderson bui wamen
had not even than bean fully accepted in
medicing,

Nevartheless she undoubiedly resched
the heoight of her profession as OP
Officer at Moorfields Eve Hospital
specialising in that field, she told me,
bocause the other allernative, more
familiar to our lady mombers, did not
appizal to har.,

To members of RIS (and latterly RDS)
she will be rememberad as the gracious

host of the many little gatherings since
thie mid Sixties (particulary of the
Branches & Areas Commines) which
taok place round the ornate (able in har
weaiting room to plan the development
of RDS as we know it today.

She joined the Sociely as a result of
ouf campalgn against closure of the
Somersetl & Dorset Ralhway and even in
latter years regulady commuted o
Somerset to hold surgeries and consul-
tations.

A5 Secretary ol the Maylair Labour
Parny for 8 time and a love of things
Auzsian she was maore a Radical Socialist
than a Communist but, apart from
animal welfare her other ablding passion
was the cause of railways and 1o mem-
bers of RDS she will be sorely missed.

JWEB

MORE ROAD AND RAIL
COSTSREVEALED

It wias with dismay that | read in R.ODUN.
number 22 thal molorists are under
charged and OVER-taxed whan |, in fact,
wrote “under-charged and UNDER-
taxed”, which is more in keaping with
the rest of my letter (apologies for this
efrar in proof-reading ED).

In all fairmess, howaver, | failed to
mention that publication of the Coopers-
Lybrand report was greeted with a re-
markakble silence by thosa with a craving
for more and more roead space and |
should have mentioned the blow thal
thae report dealt 1o the motonst

Many are of the opinion that rall o
road convarsion s daad whilé gthers,
outsicde R.D.5, of course, believe con-
varsion of Marylebone—Northall st
waorthy af cansideration. The cost of
converting this routé 15 estimated at
£1595 millien by Coopers-Lybrand
while-tme-Mational Bus Company puls
the cost of busway conversion at £10.3
million. It is the latter estimata which |
shall compare with the cost of railway
alectrification,

Among recently authorised electrifi-
cation schemes is the single track South-
minster=Yickford bramch which will
cost £3 million to elactrify 16,5 miles =
5.5 miles par million, i has a passing
loop en route and two platforms at
Southminster whose lengths | do not
know, Thaeir inclusion can only incroase
the estimate of 26.4 track lane km, thus
loneearing my cost-par-mile estimata of
E113,800 per track lane km, Lot us now
apply this to Marylebane — Northalt,

According to Coopers-Lybrand the
distance from the buffer stops at Marg-
lgbone to Mortholt s 16.1km  and,
assuming four platforms plus sidings at
Marylebone this might stretch to 3325
track lane km. which, on the basis of tha
Southminster line, would cost just undaer
£3.8 millhian. Cost of thied vl and ovir-
head ebEcinilication soEm D run neck
and neck these days bul if absorption al
the line inlo LLAET, is the desired aim
then 3rd ranl would be preferable — in
wehich caze leedar points already exist an
Measden, Harrow and Wembley. I, on
the oiher hand, the stralegy 18 1o provide
a Marylebone-Millon Keynes serdice
wia Aylesbury then this would favaur
25kV, for which a feader point exisis an
Wambley.




The object of this exercise is o pro-
vide an angswer to the conversionists.
The financial costs have been stabed
above but andather aspect is anergy
congumption. & notable osample of
conversion occuned on the Paris Matro,
where the substitution of rubbar for
steal tyre brought a steep rise in energy
coats. The provigion of 8 stéering whaal
on each vehicla will do nothing to alter
this damning factor against a buswiay,
qguidad or othensdae, and the fact tha
the Paris Maetro has not converied any
more lings suraly tells i1s cwn story.

This concludes my tentative surey to
date; the N.B.C. estimate of £10.3m
compara with my own very tentative
estimate of £38m. Naither of thess
include the capital cost of vehicles and
my ligura might, of course, require more
spadgwork which | am sure will bury
railway conversion much desper,

Ay volunioers?

Kennath Shaw

SWELLING THE RANKS

The life-blood of any society is iis
rmembers, It i from among thair ranks
that its fulure leaders are drawn. In a
pressure-group such as ours, most of
aour income i derived from membears’
subscriptions land donationsh. In all
approaches 1o “authority™, the greater
number of people we claim to represant,
the greater our influence,

Although membership is increasing it
has mnot yet reached the stage whan wa
can afford 1o underiake affectively altwa
would wish i.e opposing closures;
reopegning of limes and slalions;
r“.mring a moaningful amount al
freight to rail and campaigning for a rall-
basad Channél Tumnel,

Frospective meambers becoma known
10 us [and RDS 1o them] in a number of
ways: replies 1o lefers in the press;
society advertisements in varous
peripdicals atc., To all of thesa we send a
Membership Proamotion Pack including,
where avallable, copies of local
Mewslemers, an entry form  and
inwitation 1o membership.

Your help iz wurgently required in
gaining new members and if you know
of amy prospective meambars please lel
us have details. We cannot monitor all
newspapars, particularly local ones, and
your assistance in identifying writers of
pro rail leters who might ba potential
mambers would be appreciated.

Please send such information to our
Membership Promotion (Hficer, Mr
LJ.Boylett, 15 Athenasum Hoad,
London M20 944, who will welcame tha
opportunity of bringing the Society 1o
their attention in the manner described
abowve. Thank yaul

MEMBERSHIP CARDS

Thae Membership Secretary apologi-
sas for the dalay in sending mambarship
cards {o some new and re-joined meam-
bars. This is due to delays in the com-
putarisation of the membarship records,

Recent Developments on the
East Suffolk Line

The East Suffolk Line, which connscts
Ipswich and Lowestoft, is one of the
rural ralberays that has been selected a8 &
testised for various schemes that, it is
hopad, will make such lines wiable.
Ipswich itsalf is in the throes of modern-
isation, and recaived its first schedulad
elactric trains in May of this year.

MNotable events on the East Suffclk
Line in the past twelve months have
included singling of the section from
Melton to Saxmundham = the formar
“down ling”™ was relaid with track
recovered from the East Coast Main Line
a1 Selby, while the lormer “up line”™ has
been lifted (a part of it rermains at Ufford,
however, where a bridge over the River
Dieben was damaged by Nooding aarliar
this year). Train services were suspended
for almosta week and a replacameant bus
safvice provided, while the °down line®
was sevared and slewed into the “up
lime® on a temporary basis. Trains will
continue 1o ba worked ovar tha single
track section, using the electric tablet
systam, until radio signalling is intro-
duced.

Also on the signalling side, Colchester
power box is progressively extending its
sphara of control, which had reached as
far as Ipswich (East Suffolk Junction] by
Tth April 1284 and now sxtends to
Claydon, Further axtensions as far as
Huughlw arg  immingnt  and, whien
Morwsch- Thorpe 18 modernised, it oo
will be contralled from Colehester,

Melton station recpenad on  3rd
Seplember 1984, having closed to
passengers on 2Znd May 1955 Thea
necessary refurbishment was fundad by
Suffolk County Cowncil and Suffolk
Coastal District Council and involved
repainting the station building and
extending the platforms, together with
the provision of signs, noticeboards and
a seat. British Rail say that they would
have baan unable to justify the cost of
regpaning without financial assistance
but that this new station is attracting a
satisfactory lavel of traffic. There is,
howevar, some abstraction from nearby
Woodbridge, which is somewhat offset
by the award of contracts from Suffolk
County Council for the carriage of
studanis to college in Ipswich.

A gsimilar eontract for taking students

......

tx Lowestoft College, reporied o be
worth about £30,000 p.a., necessilated
some alterations to the limetable, nolabey
the first “down” train, which had s
connaction (o Morwich removed, and 1o
a late afternoon train o Ipswich. This
train had an enforced wait a1 Saxmund-
ham (while & “cdown” rain cleared the
single ling section from Melton), which
caused the London connection 1o be
missed, British Rail responded swiftly 1o
protests by extending it 1o Colehaster,
allowang a connection with an electric
weorking from Clacton to Liverpool Street.
Great things are promised when the
main line electrification is introduced,
but, at the momant, it seems (o be a case
of “jam tomarmow”!

The other major change on tha East
Swffolk has been the progressive intro-
duction of “open” lovel crossings of the
locally monitored typee, The road user
sees an amber light fallowed by flashing
red and rocoives an audible wanming
sign.uﬂ, wehilst the train drivier recsives a
white light when these sysiems siart to
work, Should the eressing fall, sufficient
distance s allowed for the train 1o be
brought safely 1o a stand clear of
erossing. This is achleved by the im. »
sition of a speed limit on trains, and work
to improve wisibility. There are no
barriers of any kind, apart from the cattle
grids across the rallway track.

Although expensive to install, the
crossings are cheap in operation as
there are no cables or other manitoring
apparatus, which iz neadad-where bar-
rigrs arg involved. There has bean local
concarn  abowt the safety of these
crossings, and thane was an Accsdent on
15t February at Middieton Crossing,
near Darsham, when a traln and car
collided, killing the passenger in the car.
The train was able to continue to
Lowesiof, some two hours late. Kt
appearg that the crossing was in full
woorking ander and that the car apparantly
“jumped the lights®, although the official
rapar & awaltad,

The East Anglian Branch of RDS has
called publicly for severe penal™™s
against road users who abuse the..
crossings, although one would think
that this sort of risk would be sufficient
deterrent. The latest crossing to be
rebuilt is at Weanhaston, ndar Halesworth;
radio-control cannod be browght in until
tha crossings are all converted. Watch
this space!

Jahn Brodnkb

o b
o



FREIGHT REPORT

The last meating of the Freight Sub-
Commities (FSC) was held at FREOCOR
wagon works at Horbury, Wakeficld,
Thare, in addition o the rouling
business of the mesting, members of
the FSC wore privileged o mest
members aof PROCOR'S managerment
team and be conducted on a wour of the
works, Amongst the various wagons
being bulll or repaired was one amall
bogle which looked imsignificant
alongside its larger brothars. This bogie,
howewver, s the most exciting
development to enter the railfreight
scane for many years.

ls whaals are a little owver 18 in
diamater, which enables the floor height
of a wagon to be lowersd 1o 2687 abowve
rail level. BR is thus able, for the First
tirma, to contemplate “Piggyback™ type
services with raad vehicles. MNotonal
designs of this type of wiagon have baan
prodwced, With the BR leading gauge
being so restrictive in comparison with
that of continental raiberays, the extra

*=uibic capacity that the lower floor gives
o & wagaon should glve Railfreight a vital
bopst as it sirives for  increased
efficiency.

At almaost evary urn membars of the
FSC hear the words “SUPERCLUBE
ROAD TRAILER™ mantioned. These high
capacity road lormies are a major throat
to Railfreight;

The now breed of rail wagon
will gnable BR to “bettar™ anything that
the road haulier can offor in cubic
capacity. Al the moment a prototype
containgr flal s undergoing tests at
Derby. This flat will be able to carry 978"
high containars, a task impossible o
presant with axisting designs. PROCOR
see @ bright future for the new bogie and
its range of wagon designs and we
cariainly wish them well.

Van den Burgh & Jurgens, belter known
Stork Margerine, from Brambarough
“~n the Wirral, presantly receive all their
edible oils direct to the factory by coastal
shipping. This state of affairs iz 10 end
withi the reinstatement of a rail link into
the factory, 1o where oil will be railed
fram Purfleet. This traflic is said to ba of

the arder of 250,000 tonnes par annum.

Mowe that the Miner's strike has ended,
BR iz engaged in the long hard fight to
ragpain coal traffic from the road hauliars.
Shorly after the 38 tonnes waight limit
wias authorized on the roads, membars
af the FSC met a high level fraight
rmanager al BRE headguarters. In that
rrealing the manager said that the
biggest single threat to Railfreight was
the 38 tonne tippar lorry. What a pity that
the road hauliers have baen  given
fourtean months o demonsirate their
efficiency. One oxample of the hard
work to coma is the long haul Marypor
to Fiddlers Farry Merry-go-round circuit.
Bafore the strike there wers five trains a
day, Mow that the strike, during which
traffic was blacked, has ended the
conlract has bean renawead — for TWO
trains a day. The remainder still goes by
road and coastal shipping to other
poweer stations. On 8 happler note, the
two-axle container flats (mentioned in
the last issue) are at last saaing service
carrylgng the traffic for which they wara
baailt, i.e. domestic coal from England to
Scotland,

The trialts and tribulations of the
Imternational Railfrzight Divigion
continue unabated. Faced with the need
to reduce shipping costs in ordér ta
compete with the RO-AO Lorries BR's
pralerred _oplicn _appéars to be to
concentrate on Dover with a new
purpose-built terminal. Having been
faced with 1ough Franch trede wnion
opposithon o lower manning levals on
their wessals and, having successfully
negotiated thosa reductions, it must ba
frustrating to BR to have British Farries
(Sealink] no lorger willing to agree to
the savings and the whole future of train
farry services saems o ba once again
under thraat,

it is BR's stated aim 1o have another
hundred private sidings in aperation by
the end of the decade. The FSC are
actively looking to identily poteniial
sites 1o assist BR in this task and we hopse
10 by in o position 16 repar SUCCESSEs In
this column in Tulure.

Gearge Boyle

WANTED - NEW
TREASURER!

Due to personal commitments awr
present Treasurer was forced 1o resign
at the AGM and to date no new
appointment has bean mada. Trewvor
Garrod is holding the fort for the tima
being but has made it clear that this is
puraly an emargancy step-gap measurne.

Without a Traasurer the Sociely cannol
function properly., With over 1,500
miembers we must have sl least a few
wilh Bcpargnck of BCCOURTInG Matans;
a knowledge of the workings of WAT
would be desirable — but not essential.

if you fesl able to cope with this
challenging post (or in fact know anothar
likely candidate) — a membar recently
retired with business expériencs would
b particularly suitable — write now for
furthier particulars io:— Richard Townend,
St Julions, Sevenoaks, Kent.

This post must be filled promptly!l!

R.T.S.C.

The Rail Transport Study Circle was
g8l up in Septermber 1984 as a sell-
financing adjunct of the Society 1o
organise Conlerences and Seminars
which may be of interest to membears of
RDS (and others), t reports to the
Finance B Genaral Purposes Committes
and works with other Committaas in
ralation to particular projects.

The present programme of events is
g5 Tollows:—

"RAIL LINE WITH EUROPE"™"

Sat. SEFTEMBER 141h - GREAT
NMORTHERMN HOTEL.KING'S CROSS.

Conference Fee:—
500 (Accommodation limited = early
booking essentiall

SOCIAL & EDUCATIONAL WEEKEND
10 be held from October 25-27 at YORK.

The purpose of this event is to
highlight major rail projects now baing
urdartaken in the UK & EEC. This year
the focus is on the East Coast Main Ling
Elsctirification Schame and the sefminar
will be addressed by Mr G.Pamyne ils
Praject Managaer,

On the social side it will give afficers
and members alike an opportunity 10
meel and get 1o know one angther.

*in  conjunction with the International
&EEC Committes,

For further details {including all-in
Package Costs for the Social Weekend)
and Booking Form, send Foolscap SAE
{lindicating which avent - or both - in
which interested) to:=

RAIL STUDIES QFFICER [RTSC). 206,
Alexandra Park Road, London MN22 4V0




MEMBERS' PLATFORM

Britain's Gain,
Botswana's Loss

Following the abosve article in BW No.
23 we recaived a better from Hendarson
Busby International Lid., which we pub-
lish, with their consent, below:—

Sir,

I refer to the article writlten by Leslia
Freitag entitled “Britain’s Gain, Bots-
wana's Loss™ in the March adition of
“Rarhwearch ™.

We feel that we must put the recond
straight concarning the Trans Kalahan
Railway Study and record that it s
unreasonable to associate work that this
firmi is doing with the Serpell Report. We
have, of course, made allowance for the
fact that your item was not properly
researched but it is, in our opinion, both
misleading and flippant.

The study was awarded 1o the Hen-
darson Travers Morgan Group and the
Leackirship imvested in Henderson Busby
International who were responsible for
traffic forecasts and financial evaluation,
Thiz project Lesder swas the undersigred
and Mr Goldstein did not, as you
incormectly reported, lead the study.

i eventually the coal mining industry
in Bolswana is developed the potenial
traffic is in excess of ten million Wonnes
par annum. In thess cirumsiantes you
will readily recognise that no transport
anginesr would consider 8 concrgla
highmenay.

Hendarson Busby
Inernational Lid.,, B.M.Grean, Project
Directiar, Trans Kalahari Railway Study.

{(We apologise for any factual insccur-
acies in the aricle, which was acceptod
for publication in good faith . EDQ)

Open Stations

Sir,

Guard checking ticket on DMU and
replying 1o my gquestions about the
afficiency of the “open station”™ system
{as at Laedcester):—

“They [BR} expect io losa 40% of the
faras. Last week a man thumped the
inspector when he was asked 1o buy a
ticket,”

Hiz firg1 seniance confirms my axpeés-
ience that tickets are checked on anly
about 60% of journays.

Assuming that his second staterment
is true, was the offender penalised with
the maximum penalty for fafe evasion —
plus a second charge of assauli? if not
why not?

G.5.Angall
Kidderminstar, Worcs,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editor will consider for publi-
cation letters and articles (such as tha
Abova). Any opinions expressed, how-
evar, must not bo taken as necessarily
reflacting the official views of the Soci-

ety. The Editor also reserves the right to
rake “cuts™ and other allerations which
retain the sense of the onginal copy.

We are always pleased o receive
good guality black & white prints of
subjects of interest to members for
imclusian in tha journal,

Frontiers for action in South
West Scotland

1| have just moved up to Dumifries and
Galloweay and am reminded how beauti-
ful and little known this region of
Scotland really is. The tewo largest towns
are Dumiries and Stranraer which, in the
pre-Beeching era, were connected by
the direct scenic “Paddy Ling™. There is
some local interest in restoring this link
but, as yet, BR and the Regional Council
are not oo interested.

What can RDS do in & rural area such
a8 this? | fieal that it can begintodoalo -
by encouraging all concerned to make
tha most effective use of what remains
of the rail system. Some priorities, ling
by ling, might includa:=

{al Mith Valley Route {(Carlisle wia
Kilmarnock),

{i} & more regular interval betwgaen
sErvices — perhaps evary two hours —
which is the basic frequancy southwands
from Dumiries but not northwards;

[iil Some services running 1o Ayr,
giving extra connactions to and from
Stranraer and making more use of the
Kilmarnock to Ayr “logp”®;

(i} Improvements Lo stations -
especially Annan;

{iv] Batter timekesping on some ser-
vicas, especially the 1020 ex Ewston
iewan booking office staff at Dumiries
hawe werittien 1o ARAILNEWS about this!],

k) Stranraer—Glasgow (via Ayr),

{i) Why do s0 many Irish lorry operators
use the ATS and not rail? RDS ought to
find out, after all Hockion Haulage
Company have got a section Bgrantfora
container siding 81 Stranraer. Parhaps
others might follow if a case were made?

lii} Wider publicity of cheap fare
schemes from Stranraser to Ayr or
Glasgow;

(iii} Greater use of Barnhill as a railbus
interchange for Newton Stewart,

iiv} Investigation of the feasibility of
an Ayr to Kilmarnock local senace.

(] West Coast Main Line,
Make more use of Lockerbie.

d] Marketing.

An Awayday “Landcruise” package
could be intreduced batwaen Dumfries
and Stranraer (or wvice versa) which
included a ona-way journey via the Mith
Valley and a return via the Galloway Rail
Coach Link. If sccompaniad by a pamiph-
let, this could be of interest to lourists, as
wiell as glving an overall view of regional
rall travel (BR at Ayr are investigating

this possibility).

Finally. | agres with Trovor Garrod
(AW, March 1985 when he stated that
RDS can be offective if pressure is
applied at the right places, at the gt
times. A lot of the aims stated abowve ane
achigwvabla in the fﬂlrl'.l short tanm.

Brian Chaplin
iArea Rep. for Dumfries
and Gallowayl

s STOP PRESS ......

Marylebone Enquiry
Postponed

Further to the repart in Reglonal Motes
we have now received & press relaase
from the Londan Regional Passangers’
Committee confirming that the inguiry
into the clasure of Marylebana has baen
furthier postponed due to the lodging of
anm appeal against the High Court
judgemant.

Vice Presidents

Wa are pleased to announce hat -
following have agreed to becomevice-
presidents of RDS fallowing the decision
at the AG.M.:—

Tony Spelier M.P. and Stephen Ross
ML,

Gerard Fiennes

It is with regret that we have (o repart
the death of a further notable worthy
within our ranks, Far many years a vice-
prosident of the Mational Council on
Inland Transport Gerry Flennes was, in
later years, mone wall known to our East
Anglian  Bramch members, having
retired from his post as one of the mara
controversial genaral managers of the
Eastern Region of BR, to Aldeburgh in
Suffolk.

Mambars at the branch meeling in
Ipgwich on Bth Juna stood in a momients
silence to respect his memary, and 1
of another local momber, Miss Blise

Stratford-Tottenham Hale

Shortly  belora
successful “train in® on Tth Juna,
attended by semior officers of the
London & Home Counties branch, we
ware gdvised that the final date for
closure of Stratford=Tottenham Hale
has been set for Sth July.

anoiner WOy

Sales Officer

Following the advert in the lasi issue
of "Railwatch” we are pleased io
announce that the National Executive at
its meeting on 4th May confirmad the
appointment of Miss Dawn Smith to this
post.

Her office is at 18 Grove Road, Suttan,
Surray, and she will be pleased 1o deal
with ordars at that addrass,




LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

Whilst rail closures siill dominate the
scang in London and the South East the
stage has now been moved 1o the Strand
with at least two closure cases baing
challenged in tha Courts.

That sgainst the London Regional
Passenger Commmillee’s Ingquiry pro-
cedures, relative to the Marylebone
proposal, was heard in the High Court on
2ath30h April and whilst the argumeanis
put forward by Counsel for the GLC,
Brent and ather lecal Boroughs seemad
fairly conwvincing the judge found in
favour ol LRPC. Unless an appeal is
ladged the Inguiry was due to be held on
17th, 18th and 215t June and at the time
of writing our representatives wide
ready lor the fray.

The Tunbridge Wells—Eridge saga
“:'r“ ane of the subjects discussed at the
anch’s successful Members® Farum,
meld at Fred Tallant Hall, Euston on 28th
March when members also indicated
thelr attitude to fighting matonsay
proposals e, that this is not something
that is considered to be an RDS priority,
theraby mirroring the trend revealed in
the recent nalional membership Survey.
A need was, however, seen 1o identify
Iocal lines which might be considerad by
BR as further candidatas for closure and
1o take active sleps fo secure their
retention and development.

The recent proposals by a private
company, Surrey Downs Lid,, to run the
Tonbridge—Uckfiald line (which includes
Tunbridge Wells-Eridgel as a partngr-
shipwith BR prompted the Branch 1o ask
the Minister to reconsider his closure
decision until the feasibility of this
scheme had been investigated bat in the
event a local action group was formed

yhich has baan considering challenging
i Minister's decision in the High Court.
RDS for its part has put its money where
its mouth is by making a grant of £50
towards the legal costs from the Anfti-
Closure Fund. Meanwhile the news that
BR i considering submitting an appli-
cation to the D.Tp. to electrify the East
Grinsiead line also prompis us o ask
wihy the Uckfield line should not also be
included, with Tunbridge Wells=Eridge
ratained as a vital operational link,

Even the Siratford=Totlenham Hale
line will not e doswn for whilst services
into Broad Street were, from 13th May
reduced to rush-hours anly (Trom Wat-
ford] with the diversion of the Richmond
trains to the newly-glectrified Morth
Woolwich ling, the service on this
“forgotten line” has if anything been
improved, The second “Train-in® to Lea
Bridge an 16th March was 8o successful
that another was sat for Fih June, once
mane 1o be accompanied by folk band
= Aunl Forescues Bluesrockers”, Nawvar-

REGIONAL NOTES

thaless with the granting of Ministarial
approval to closure of bath this and the
Dalston=Broad Sireat line it seems only
a matter of time before the and. For the
time baring, Rowever (until the Graham
Road curve inio Liverpool Street is
complered) a skeleton service of traing
wall still run bnto Broad Street.

The first of the Branch's programme
of Regional Mestings was due to ba held
im Chelmsford, on 26th June, suppored
by ASLEF the subject being “IT'S YOUR
RAILWAY" — speakers to include a
representative from Chelmsford Borough
Council, to explain the proposals for a
station at Springfield, with the RUF
video presentation “Give Rail a Future”
a major attraction. Another reasan for
halding this meeting was highlighted in
the Lemers column of the lasi RAIL-
WATCH and tha LEPC has been severely
eritical of BR's handling of the sefvices
batwesn Liverpool Strest and  Col-
ehester. Even Transport Under-Secretany,
Dawid Mitchell, seemed 1o be aware of
ihis when, at the Society's presentation
at the Houss of Commons on Sth May,
he referred to “the Liverpool Street
syndromeas,”

A further similar maeting, in Maidstons
iz planned for the Awtumn and mone
detailed news of local evenis was
imparted to members in the latest issus
of the Branch Newslattar RAILONDON at
the and of May.

John Barhield

WEST MIDLANDS

Rail users responded in strength 1o
British Rail's proposals 10 sever ihe
present 24.5 mile Stratford-on-Avon
Birmingham Line and sent in a total of
T.077 objections to the T.UCC, In
addition the Commities has received
complaints a% to the wvalidity of the
closure notice and B.R. has been asked
1o re-advartise the proposal with fuller
details of the resultant services. The
Local Authorities have also united in
their opposition to the closure and are
planning to use consultants 1o produce a
report and recommendations for the
lime.

Details of the RDS plan to reduca
infrastructure and retain tha line for
sami-fast traing wene givan prominance
whan Alan Bevan was glven a 3-minute
interview on B.B.C. "Midlands Today”
6,30 Mews on Friday 22nd February.
Together with other action groups the
RDS is planning a public meeting in
Henley-in-Arden an Monday 10th June.
On Both Sat. & Sun., 81h & 9th June the
Morth Warwick Line was due 19 carnry
four steam ftrains per day n each
direction organised by the Birmingham
Rallway Museum,

Although the D.Tp. has refused 1o
accept Staffordshire’s T.P.P. bid for the
197,000 scheme to re-epen the Canmnock
ling the County Council has decided 1o
sook E.E.C. funding. MEPs and officials
wisited the line on 151 Feb. On Saturday
Z7th April gur Walsall Rail Supporters
ran an 11-coach charter train from
Hednes{ord (Cannack Ling] to Llandwdng.

May Day (6ih May] sow our Redditch
Line Wser Group running its charar (o
Partsmouth., With the new timetable
Redditeh had its morning paak hour
trains starting earlier and spaced out at
%0 min intervals, instead af 16 mins, The
giation car park has bean muoch improved
and slightly extended. On Sar. 30tk
March the RDS and the Redditch Group
also participated in 8 BR sponsoned Rail
Day at the station which usefully pro-
motad rail services Bhd our actvitaes.

In April the new Class 150 “Sprinter”
was io be found in service on trials along
the Birmingham “Cross-City™  fine
between Lichfield and Redditch and
reports to date are most favourable.
Also brand new for the Midlands is the
new guide “MIDLANDS BY RAIL® pro-
duced by the Midlands Branch, prica
E1.95. Send your order NOW! 1o RDS,
21, Norfolk Road, Four Oaks, B75 650,
To help the campaign against de-regula-
tion af public transport the branch has
hald public meetings in Wolverhampton,
Walsall and Sutton Coldfield; produced
and circulated leaflets; and protesied o
all MPs im the region,

Alan Bevan

EAST ANGLIA

British Rail's new timetable contains
e welcomea improvemenis for which
the East Anglian Branch has been
campaigning for some time. The up
postal train from Morwich to Liverpool
Street, via Cambridge, has bean re-
imstated 85 8 passenger train, leaving
Moredch at 2245 Four years ago, this
and similar overnight trains were barnfed
to passengers as parl of & BR internal
sccounting change, Thanks to BR's
change of heart Thetford people will
again be able to have an evenmg out in
MNorwich by public transpor; now we
must urge that this train's siops at
Wymondham and Attleborough also be
reinstated, The other welcome improve-
miznd is the introduction of a Blackpool=
Cambridge train in the morming, re-
turning in the afiernoon. For five years
wi have been putting the case for mora
through trains between East Anglia and
the Maorth West

The second, enlarged edition of our
railguida, EAST ANGLIA BY RAIL, was
published at the end of April by Jarrolds.
It includes new sections on the Hitchin-
Peterborough route, the Nene Valley




and Norh Morolk steam lHnes, walks
around major toweng and cities and how
1o get 10 some stately homes by public
transport. This important RDS book
costs £1.95 from Peter Lawrence. 75,
Marlpit Lane, Norwich, MRS 8XM, or
from any good bookshop,

Concern has bean axpressad recently
by commiutars st Royston and Colchastar
about deteriorating services, and in each
towwn 8 mewy rail users’ group has been
satup. ADS mambers are on the steering
committes of both new groups and wie
hope that each will address itself not just
to commuters problams butl o Ssues
facing all local rail users, As has baen
shown by our alliliated users group at
Sudbury, the health of any service can
also b improved by boosting off-peak
leisure usage.

RDS mambers John Tizard and Trevor
Garrod spoke a1 a packed mesting in the
village hall at Arlesey, on the main ling
between Hitchin and Biggleswade, which
lad to the sening up of an actlon
committes 1o press lor a new station (the
previous wo serving this large village
having been closed in 1958). The issuwe is
being serously considerad by Bediord-
shire County Council. Meanwhile,
anather RDS member, David Grean, is
canvassing the idea of a new station at
Fletton Parkway, on the southern out-
skiris of Peterborough, while useful
contact has also been astablishaed with
two parish councils seaking station re-
opanings on the main ling betwasn
Stowmarkat and Dass,

Qur corporale member, tha Morth
Morfalk Travellers' Association carried
350 passengers on the first of five
special trains this season. On Easter
Saturday the special started at Morth
Walsham and picked up at several other
MNorfolk stations before travelling 1o
Harrogate and York, behind locomative
47 487 = tha firsl one locally to be
repainted in the new Inter-City livery.
MEMNTA has also succesded in getting its
recommendations accepted by BR for a
new-style Sunday service on the
Sharingham line, and lsoks forward to
the opening of Roughton Road Halt,
near Cromer, prorized by BR for 13th
May,

Meanwhile, anothar of our corporate
members, the East Suffolk Travellers'
Association, is planning to conduct a
survey on tha trains betwean Lowastofi
and Ipswich in early June, to ascertain
the demand for a late evening and
winter Sunday morning service, Such
additianal trains will be easier for BR to
provide once the East Suffalk modern-
ization scheme is complete in October,

Travor Garrod

YORKSHIRE

The Wesi Yorkshire PTE = to close
Altofis and Woodlesford stations on the
Hne from Mormanton (o Leeds, therakby

gaving C900.000 a year in support costs
to British Rail. Mormanton will be served
by trains from Castleford & Knoftinghy
travelling via Wakofiold to Lesds: the
Sheffield, Barnsley, Leads services will
b re-routed by Wakefield [Wesigate).
About 200 passengers a day use the
traing between Woodlesford and Leeds
= they will have to iravel by buas!

The PTE has plans to save a further
E200,000 by reducing the train servicas
betwean llkley, Leads and Bradiord, A
new timetable is proposed for Ootober
im which the morning & evening com-
mulier traing, which are very full will be
reduced in numiser. These proposals
have produced an angry response and
the Wharfdale Rail Users Group has
been formed to fight for the senices,

The Goole Swing Bridge has only

besn reprieved and not saved. The
Agreemeant between British Rail and the
Humberside County Council fol'ewing
the payment of 800,000 is said by the
Goole Rail Action Committes (o be ridd
lad with loophales.
Services are only guaranteed till 1983
ard the repair work on the central jatty is
only 1o be of & standard capable of
Iasting for ten yoears from the Agraamaent
and not from the date of completion, At
presant this work is expected o com-
mence lowards the end of the year -
hardly the best time when the river is
often in fload.

Dore station is being largoly demal-
ighed. Tha Hope Vallay line, which
carries & good deal of traffic has been
gingled through the station, The plat-
forma sarving the Chesterfield line are
being damolished prior to realigning the
track on the sharp curve through the
gtation. British Rail elaim that these
measuras will save E80,000 and give a
faster inter-city service o London {the
total distance invaelved (= about half a
mila), This means that thare s now no
hope of traing stopping at Dore for the
benelit of passengers wanting to travel to
Chesterfield or Mottingham, whan the
nigw Leeds— Nottingham service starts
in 1486,

British Rall claim that consultation
with the South Yorkshire PTE shows that
thera g no demand for a senvice from
Dore 1o Chesterfield, but then the bus-
orentated South Workshire PTE doas not
give financial support 1o the Sheffiald-
Dare rail service and does not wanl (o
know about the existenc: of Done station.

Dennis Bradbury

NORTH WEST

On the Furness ling BR s replacing
most of the through loco-hauled trains
between Barrow, Lancaster and Preston
with DML shutthbes. This has provoked
considerable local controversy, es-
pecially as the line is very busy in the
summer months, As a result of this the
Marth West Branch infends 1o form a
users group on the line later this year
{prabably in Junefdulyl. Any membar

wiho would like to help set up the group
please contact the Branch Chalirman on
Preston T43371.

On the Fylde Ling there is considerable
concern a1t BR's plan 1o axe the (89,34
Inter-City train from Blackpoal North 1o
Euston from May this year. This train is
wvitry papular with holidaymakérs and
regularly leaves Blackpool with 200+
people on board. The service s being
withdigem owing o the recasting ol
BR's West Coast Main Line Inter-City
services, Concern s being expressed in
Blackpool that this is the start of a
rundoven of the resort's Inter-City
sarvices,

The local NUR Branch has formed an
action group = FLAG [Fylde Line Action
Group) to fight for the retention of this
sarvice, As part of their campaign they
callad a public mesting in Blackpoal on
Friday 28th March. Tha RDS was présent
at this meating and the Branch Chairman
spoke of the need {or rail services 1o be
impraved, not cut, and for the line to be
electrified,

On the South Fylde Line BR plan==
build a new station at 5t Ansnes .
replace the old and wery dilapidated
structure thare, Also & new siation is to
b busilt at Blackpool South. From May
1986 it is likely that this line will be
coambined with the Preston to Ormskirk
line and most services will operate
through from Ormskirk to Blackpoaol
South.

Further to the piece about the Settle to
Carlisle line in our March issue the
public hearing dates announced by the
Yorkshire TUCEC hawve been posiponed.
The urgency for getting local services
restored on the ling has intensified
following Cumbria County Council’s
dacision to halve its révinue Suppon io
the buses. Ribble have announced that
mast of the bus services opefating from
Penrith to Appleby, Kirkby Stephen,
Laronby and Carlisle will disappear agd
resull, and the bus depot in Penrith
b closad.

The Somle to Carlisle Joint Action
Committes called a wery successiul
lipison meeting of objectors to the
closure of the line in Sattle on S9th April.
The Action Committee has also com-
migsgionad TEST (who wrote the highly
successful reports for T200D “BR A
European Railway® to undartake a study
of the Settle 1o Carlisle and Blackburn 1o
Hellifield, via Clitheroe, lines. The main
purpose of the study is to further the
work dona by PEIDA and 1o look a1 the
financial implications of operating &
variety of different services on the ling.
So far as the Blackburn to Hallifield line
is concerned the report is looking at the
resloration of a passenger sanace o
Clitherae from Blackburn. The South
Ribble Borough Council has given a very
large contribution to the wark and has
ahways advocated the restoration of
passenger senvices to Clitheroe.




Omn the Ormskirk to Preston Line the
local Passengers Association (OPTA ara
planning to adopt a station at Rufford,
This will be the second station that the
group has “adopted” from BR. The
group is also running a special train owver
the Settle 1o Carlisle line in May and
intends o make 3 donation from the
procaads of the trip to the Settle to
Carlisbe compaign,

Richard Watts

NORTH MIDLANDS

In 1284 Matinghamshire Coumnty
Council produced a strategy document
called "The Midland Main Line: The Way
Ahesad®, pressing for continued inwvest-
mienl and electrification. Thelr campaign
continued with a wery wall-attended
conferenca in Mottingham in March
1885, Speakers ware drawn from the
Chamber of Commanca, Transport 2000,
the MUR and BR. The RDS stratogy
document, producad by the East Mid-
lands Branch in response to the Councl’s
ideas, suggests many additional serdices
to feed an slectrified Midland Main Line

=od  received wide publicity in tha
Lo,

Part of the direct Notingham o
Mansfield line may be used as & lest
track for industrial machinery between
Linky and Mewstead. This puts anather
obstacle in the way of an eventual
restoration of the passenger service 1o
Mansfield, Steel is again baing delivered
ta thie Butterley Cormpany in Derbyshira
by rail, via Codnor Park and the Midland
Raibway Trust's line. Thare have also
bisen occazional outgoing loads, usually
major bridge sections for British Rail,

Malcolm Goodall

EAST MIDLANDS

branch of RDS, covering Lescestershing,
Northamptonshire and much of Bediord-
shirg was launched al & meesting in
Kaottering on S9th March when three
officers and a Comminee of seven were

s=tpcted. Secretary of the new Branch is
Lreg Maran, 22, Edinburgh Road, Ket-
tering. The Branch issued its first News-
hettier EAST MID RAIL, & few days later
and is actively pursuing campaigns
staried by local members prior 1o its
formation — including Corby recpening
amnd a nenw station at Roade, plus a users'
group on the Peterborough-Leicester
lina

A major activity has been the RDS
study, MIDLAND MAIN LINE:ELECTRIFI-
CATION AMD STRATEGY (referred to
aglsewhera in these notes] copies of
which can be obtained (a1 75p.) from
Darryl Taylor-Smith, 4, Linden dvenue,
Countesthorpe, Leicester, LES 3PG. This
document gained publicity on Central
Television and in the Daily Telegraph. It
has been widely circulated 10 BR, local
Councils and M.Ps putting the case for
electrification from Badford up to Derbry,
Nottingham, Sheffield and Leeds, and
improviments 1o connecting services.

BAs initial response has bean 10 Say
that dlecirification is unlikely before the
yaar 2000, since High Speed Trains will
be available on the line until then. Yet
this argument is not being applied to the
Easl Coast Main Line, where alectrifi-
cation i 10 be completed in 1531 and
HSTs then transferred 1o other cross-
country roules, So why apply it to the
Midland Main Lina?

{The Minister — in a reply to ihe
Parliamentary Llaision Commities —
while nating the document with interast
states that it is really up to BR to make
the running.ED)

Trevor Garrod

LINCOLNSHIRE

Branch Secretary, Philip Strong was
imtervigvoid by Radio Lineslnshire about
publication by the Branch of LINCOLN-
SHIRE BY RAIL on 30th March.

Speaking at the launch of the book, at
the Branch Meseting in Lincaln, editor
Trevoer Garrod, gave ibwo important
regsons for the Society's choice of
Lincolnzhire and South Humberside for
its second rail-based guidebook. As a
tourist area, these two counties desonwed
to ke bettar known, especially as thoy
ware within relatively easy reach, by rail,
of the large populaticns of Yorkshire, the
Midiands and oven London. Anything
that could be done o encourags bisurs
use of the regions's rail network wouwld
strengthen the case for retaining and
irn@ranang it

Secondly,the area had several good
axamples of a local authority giving
mndast but useful financial help lowards
rail improveaments, o.9, lvel crossing
modernization and station refurbigh-
ment. Such examples should be pub-
licized, to 5ot a precedent for Some less
anlightened “Shire Counties”.

LINCOLNSHIRE BY RAIL iz 52 pages,
illustrated, and costs  1.80 (plus 20p.
gel from .John Saunders,
tockwell Gate, Whaplode, Spalding,

Lincs. PE12 GLIE.

We are giving encouragament to niw
moves to recpan Donington station
between Sleaford and Spalding. Unfor-
tunataly, this section of line currently
only has three regular passanger trains
in mach direction, and more freguent

searvice would make a recpenad Daning-
tan Hall more atiractive, In this connec-
tign, the suggestion in the Midland Main
Lire Strategic Study (referred o else-
where] for a more frequent and attrsctive
sarvice batween Poterborough and
Lincaln, is relevant and has recelved
local press publicity,

Trevor Garrod

ICKNIELD

That was the name chosan by meam-
bers meating in Reading on 13th April
for the Society’s twelfth Branch covering
the counties of Buckinghamshire, Berk-
shire and Oxfordshire [plus Kings Sutton
in Morthantsh, The Branch Chalrman is
L.I.Elias, 78, Rechlord Gardens, Slough,
Berks, SL2 BXJ, the post of Secretary
being at present (we understand] vacant.
A major meeting is planned in Oxford
during June; a ralltour in the Autumn
and further details of the Branch's
programmme can be obtained by sending
an SAE 1o Lyndon Elias at the above
address, Further volunteers for the
Branch Commitiea will also be walcoma,

Despite protests by local acion groups
the new station at Winnersh Triangle is
io be built withoul any piovision fof
disabled travellers, Access 1o the island
platform will be by stairs. The existing
Winnarsh station, although heasily
vandalised and in a filthy and disgusting
state, does have sloping paths leading
from streat bvel down bo bath platforms,

SOUTHWEST

In Cornwall 8 second rall users’ group
has bean formed on RDS initiative: the
Mewquay Association of Rail Users was
formed in, appropriately. the Great
Western Hotel, Newgquay, on 3rd Aperil,

The meating followed an RDS survay
of local opinion, the main results of
which were: most people regarded the
number of trains on the line as “about
right” but there was a case for a winter
Sunday service; there was a nead for
morae lecal advertising of the trains, at
locations other than stations. Better
connections at Par wera called for and a
possibla new halt at Trencreek on the
outskirts of Neawquay, The new group
therefore has a number of isSues 19
tackle in the coming months,
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Im Devon we are pleased to announce
the appointment of a new RDS Rep-
resantative: Mrs. Joan Fuller, 25, Swoat-
briar Lane, Heavitres, Exator, EX1 J4AF
{Tal. TS245),

Trevor Garrod

WALES

The Cambrian Coast Line Action Group
is organizing a charter rail service on
Sundays 21 and 28 July and 4.11,18 and
25 August batween Barmouth and Pwli-
hili in arder 10 provide a public servico.
Gw.ll'll.-dl'.‘l 'I:'-l:lunI!'||I Council, which dogs
such an excallant job in pramoting the
Welsh rall system, is supporting the
wenture. This is the filih year of operation
of the CCAG Sunday trains. The sarvice
will connect with the moming and
evening Birmingham-Barmouwth train
sarvice. RDS members are urgently
askad to support the sarvice, Connecticns
at chaap fares are available with the
Festiniog Railway, RDS in Wales has its
owm maganing RAILWALES and any
nmas items, pross cullings etc., are
ahwrays wilcome and should be sent
to:— Chris Magner, 25, Dunval Road,
Bridgamnh. 5|'||ﬂ|:-=h|r|:. WASE ANA. |
am algo trying to s1art a collection of
colour shdes o promoie the Cambrian
Line and would be grateful for any
donated stides for use in talks for this
PUTEOEE.

BR held two sucoessive rail woeks
from 1 to 13 Agril on tha Cambrian Coast

rabosnolsation,

woakh of inside

of roil cotering, the si
of the ureand and the merairy, and e

comnsiructvely crsiool of o serace which is
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DR MICHAEL R. BONAVIA

Since fhe second world wor the roibeays of Broin baeve undengone no end of change with

nahonplisoion, closunes, recTgonisoion,
ond ottsers in related industes, doubitha decisons by i erwn mehopament
rud | 9708 a3 Dhrecior of e abortene Channel Tumnel propect. He wriles ot frsl hand
mhdﬂuhﬂhnducu:hummv&uhmmmh
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lirag, snth raol fares reduced by 50%
betweaen Aberystwyth and Pwdlhali. BR
has a long— term ol contract from
Ellesmere Port to Aberystwyth, and
there are proposals to redevelop Aberyst-
wyth siation with nenr BR facilities,
Gwynedd County Council are again
running a Sunday servica on the Conwy
Vallay Branch {Llandudno=- Blagnau) on
21 and 28 July and 411,18 & 2% Sugust,
days on which no normal BR sendice S
operated,

Chris Magner

SCOTLAND

Oin 23 March, as guests of Scotrail and
the Scotiish Association for Public Trans-
por, we rode on a special train from
Edinburgh 1o Bathgate, thare to bae
welcomed by a brass band and a chain
bedecked chairman of the District Coun-
cil. After lunch wa heard an impressively
pasitive address by Chris Gresn, Ganieral
I'l.l'lan.u{l-ur of Scotrail (the new descriptian
for BR's Scottish Regionl. 1 contained
the information that thé rérmstalEmant af
aboust 8 year's ime of passenger senices
an the Edinburgh—-Bathgate line, re-
quiring three new traing and thres new

siations, will eost little more than 1.5m,

On 2 April we were the final objector to
e heard in the 12-day long Stepps
Bypass Inquiry. We argued that the
perceived need for the by-pass was
magnified by the company car scandal
(cnsting on average £75 a year in tax o
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wm-w

e |

Flagas send

I Plecss odd your nome ond addness Bedow,

I Fame

I Ao

I

L Make chegues ' Io ¥iD & C

perdal order eddreseed o
r, ) W Barfield, Railwatch,
| 108 Berwick Rood, London EWS 3D5 befors 30 August £9.95 — olter £11.95.

HARLES

aach of the 85% of househalds which do
not enjoy the use of onel and by maotar
fuel prices which disregard the possible
value of the world's finite oll supply 1o
future generations. The by-pass swould
requira 34,2 hectares of agricultural
land, more than the entire area of the
second smallast of the sevan farms from
which land would nesd to be taken,

The OC represanting the Scottish
Devalopment Department and Strath-
clyde Regional Couwncil said these argu-
menis waere remole from “the real
world™ and were “obscureg™, His “real
wirld”™ had a limited lalure, we rétorted.
If the Report and the Secretary of State's
decision go against us (we probabhy will
nol know this for a month or beo) thera s
still the possibility of trying to make this
into an election issue for the Scottish
Ragional Council elections due in May
1986.

Omn 2 May wa wera due 1o be heard by
Dundae Distric Coungil's Development
Control Commiltee as abpectors 1o the
completian of the C|11|r'5. IMAEF FING Foa
One could have literally scores of n
raibweay stations fof the same price. Y
contend that time has ramoved much of
the impartance which this project at one
time seamed to have.

Wary soon Scotradl will ba meating the
Scottish Development Depaftment 1o
discuss a rail crossing of the Dornach
Firth, It will be & cuestion of linding the
finance. The SD0D holds that objections
io a road-only bridge on the grounds
that a ralhway should be incorporated
are not kegally valid. Howwever, no Inguiry
islikely soonar than ayear from now and
we will only know towards the end of
this year whather an lnguiry will be held
at all [one will only be nesdad if the SDD
is unable to negotiate with objectors 1o
withdraw their objections].

An arror crapt into the report about
Scotland in the last RAILWATCH (No.
Edinburgh Cuter City Bypass has &
beisien completied. The point here i thal
the need for an Edinburgh Wesbern
Reliel Road can anly be assessed AFTER
thé Oubir City Bypass HAS besn com-
pleted — an argurment which the auth-
orities refuse to undersiand.

With Brian Chaplin's arrmeal in 5W
Scotland and his willing ness to b active
an behall of RDS we ook Torwarnd o a
reawakening al intensst in the fenstae-
menl of a Dumfries—Castle Douglas—
Mewton Stewart—Siranraer rallway. This
could bring the whole of SE England
within reach of Belfast by conveniant
day journey by rail and ship.

RDS maembars outwith Scotland may
abain the latest issue of our Branch
Motes by sending SAE [9° x 6° pleaze)
and 2 3 13p stamps o us a1:— Top Right,
113, W.Regent Street, Glasgow, G2 2RU.

Frank Mevilla
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WPz af all palitical shades who take an
intarest in railways arg fsaling reason-
ably pleased with the immediate pros-
pects for developmeant.

BETTER AND BETTER
ONWESTERN REGION

Tony Speiler (C. Morth Devon) who
doas mosi of his travelling in that part of
the country says things are looking up
on ihe Western Region. Mr. Sidnay

~“teway, W.R. Genaral Manager, recently
kpd 1o wast country MPs atl the
Comimans about what they are doing to
improve the services. Mr. Spaller, who
does avenything possible to keep the
Interest gobng in railway matiers among
his colleagues, told me; “A TUCC
spaakar from Eristol is coming 10 talk to
us seon. You can now get from Padding-
ton to Exater in twio hours, which is quite
samething.”

*Coma of my fallow MPg gel stroppy
about unpunctuality,” he said, “but I've
only had one complaint about bad
timekeeping this year fnom 8 const-
iwent, =0 it can't be to0 bad New
signalling i being installed at Exater,
which causes delays, but 50 do ongin-
saring works on motoraays, and no-
body objects to that.”

The timetable was being improved, ha
i, by logically running trains at more
mvenient times, even whan the fre-
guancy might be redeced. He would Iika
o sea the extension of dey return tlickets
18t class for business travellers and
mormy reductions for one passanger
socompanying another. Ha thought the
nenw fare structure, baing introduced in
Mid-May. was an improvemant.

NEW PARK ‘N’ RIDE
STATIONIN
NORTHDEVON

Other good developments wera the
introduction of new diesal wunits bot-
wiin Bamnstaple and Exeter, and the
movement of a station, Tiverton Jun-
ction, 10 Sampford Paverall, more than
thres miles away. He is delighted af this,
as it wall provide another “Parkeway”®
station likely o atiract business paople.

PREVIEW

What about the Channel Tunnel? — Mr.
Speller agrees that this is wvery impor-
tant, and he thinks the prospects ane
cartainly improving. He is firmly in
suppart of a tunnel (rather than a bridga)
wihich would “run tha risk of baing hit by
a 100,000-ton tanker. Poople would
waorry about that™ he suggested, “and
thare would also be fantastic winds.”
But he thinks that the danger of a bridge
baing decided upon cannot be antirely
ruled owl

DOCKLANDS LINE
MUCH LIKE
ATRAMWAY?

Nige! Spaaring [Lab. Mewham South)
is enthusiastic about progress in the
London area, and points out that the
oxtension of third rail elecirification to
Marth Woolwich is the (irst ecctension of
it kind since tha third rail electrification
1o Bourmnemowth,

Mr. Spearing relies haavily on public
transport; othamvise he uses his bike. ©|
practice what | preach,” he tald mda. "1'va
never had a car and never wanied one,©

Ha is plaased with progress on the first
two phases of the Docklands Light
Railway and thinks that from a signalling
point of view it will be rather ke a
tramraray, although the coaches, for
which the order hos bean placed, will
resemble those of the Tyne & Wear
Metro.

Currant will be 800 volis DC, with side
pick-up (probably underneath plck-up,
the people on the job told me.l This
makes it safer for workers walking an the
track or for stray animals.® Tha third
phase, 1o Backton, is not yet agreed om,
“Thara"s a local row about whethor or
ot it crosses Bow Creek,” Mr. Spearing
EBYS,

*['v'es we do have a farm on the Isle of

Dogs ED)

BRITISH RAIL
~MUCHTOPLAY FOR

VISCOUNT SIDMOUTH = one of those
imdependent peers who sits on tha cross
seniches — is a formar raflwayman and
president of the Matienal Council on
inland Transport, so it is sncouraging to

find ha is also optimistic about the futurs
of raibways today. “There's a lot to play
for®, ha told ma,

He thought that the last ehairman, Sir
Pater Parker, lost confidence and lost
haar. Having graduated himsell from
baing a traffic apprentice in the old LNER
to becoming chief aparating suparinten-
dent of East African Railways, he thinks
that BR is doing very well and far from
being the “spent force™ that some
people still imagine,

Az secrolary of the Parllamantary
Channel Tunnel Group, he considers
thatl prospects are brightening for wiat
s mow called the “fooed link™. He thinks it
will ba in the form of 8 twin bore tunnel,
and that tha diameater should ba seven
maires. i

Legislation to deal with GLC
after court setback

JANUARY 29 Mr. Rigley. in a
siatement about the courl judgemant
concaming the paymant of grants by the
GLC to London Regional Transport, said
the Governmant took aver responsibilitg
for LAT on Juna 28, 1884, The GLC hed
budgeted to pay grants fo London
Transport for the whole of 1984-85.

Parliament granted powers for tha
GLC to be directed to continue paying
grants until tha end of March 1285, This
diregtion was subsequently challanged
by tha GLC and quashed by the High
Court, Tho effect of the judgement
would be to reduse the maney svailable
10 LRT by over £50 million at a late stage
in tha financial yaar. Any new direction
under existing legislation would not and
the damaging uncerainty. “ln the eir-
cumstances, the Government consider
that the matiar can ba settled only by the
authority of Parliament. | shall shortly
introduce new legislation to anabla
Parliamant to determine cnce and lor all
:;lrncamwnl to be paid 1o LAT by the

LL."

Peter Snape (Lab. West Bromwich
East] asked i the minister was awara
that his proposal was a constitutions!
outrage, Any attempt (o legislate would
be strenuously and rigourously oppo-
sed by all Opposition members who

COMMONS DEBATES. In the selactad axiracts from parliamentary speeches and answers (o guestions, which follow
this PREVIEW. Commans replies are givan by Transport Secrotary, Micholas Ridley, or his Minister of State, Lynda Chalker, of

Under-Secratary of State, David Mitchell.

€ = Conservative, Lab, = Labour, LIA = Liberal Alliance.




balteved In the rule of law, and that any
Labour minister who behaved in the
samea cavalier manner would ba pillos-
led by the whole of Fleet Streat.

Flouting verdict would earn
derision

To usa the Government's majority to
force throwgh rotrospective legisiation
ta flout the verdict of the court was 1o
condona tha minister's Impropar and
illegal behaviour, 1o dafy the traditions
of the House and 16 earn the contampi
and darision of all trua democrais whao
deplored his shameless arrogance and
palitical chicamnery.

Mr. Rigley said tha member had
overraacied. The court took a differant
wieww of the Government's powers from
what had bean intended, and he would
ba misleading the House if he did not
seek to put it Aght.

John Maples [C, Lowisham West) said
it had been made clear in discwssing tha
clauses in guestion that the unspent
balance of moneys raised for subsidi-
sing London's bus and tube services
was to be paid over to LRT.

Mr, Ridley: “Quite right; what | told
Parliament does nol appear to have
bean reflected in the court's inter-
pretation...”

Mr. Snape: "It maans that the Govern-
Bl whare wrang.”

Mr. Ridgley: “No, | said that the
legislation does not mean what | told
Parliamant it meant, therefore it is
proped for ma (o put thatl efrer fght.”

Tony Banks (Lab. Newham MNorth-
Waest) said that the minister had re-
voaled his [ncompetence; he did not
understand his own legislation. Was the
trua figure £50 million, DB million ar £73
millian?

M. Ridiay said that when annauncing
the mtention 10 legislate, it was nol
marmal practica o discuss details, lat
alone complicated figures.

Harry Cohen (Lab. Leylon] said the
minstar thought he was abowve the lawe,
aven his own law. Taking the vendatta
againsi the GLC into naw retrospactive
legislation was a constitutional dis-
graca,

My. Ridiey; “1 do not claim 1o be a
lawyrer, bul you know even less about
thesa matters than [ do.”

Resolution paves way for
revised legislation

FEBRUARY 7 Mr Ricley said: =
intended to appeal against the High
Enurliudgln'rinl, but having studiad tha

| concluded that it was the
Act itsall that did not correspand with
our intentions. The Government had no
option but to bring a new Bill bafore

Parliamant.” He introduced a “ways and
means” resalution 1o pave the way fora
Bill ro determine the total of grants
payabla by the GLC to London Ragional
Transport.

“Balore wa haar the voice of London,
intaning as though in & seance thiough
the medium of Crews and MNantwich (the
constituancy of Mra. Dunwoody), | chal-
longe Mrs. Dunwoody 1o telfl us whether
she will oppose & messure that will
protect the interests of London passen-
gers, rale and taxpayers, or whathar sha
will wols to rob them of monay they have
pald for public transpaort, to give tha GLC
a windfall 1o spend on God kRows
whatl.”

Mra. Dumwoody (shadow Transport
Secrelary] said thal the Goveammant
made an error and charged E10.2 million
above the maximum allowed, which tha
minister conceded after the court ver-
dict. He used five methods to take a total
of £73 million from the GLC, and on
eviry one he was found guilty by a court
of law, If the monay weant back to tha
GLC, all would go to reduce tha rate. If it
want to LAT, only two-thirds would go
back io the ratepayers. So much for tha
boast that the minister was worried
about London ratepayers.

The Govermment intended to charge
tha GLC £73 million more than they had
a legal right to dermand, Mow as a great
concession, thay would charge onby £50
million more = to concaal the culs made
im LAT since it was taken owver by
Whitehall. “As far as the Government
are concernad, the GLE can pay for a
Whitehall-run service.” Farnes wore now
highar and services had become worss.

Opposition entitled to a bit of
agiggle

Frank Dobson {Lab. Holborm & St
Pancras) said thot if others ran their
businesses of departmants as the mini-
ster was running his, thay would be
hounded out of office.

Martin Stevens (C. Fulham) said
Opposition MPs were antitled to a bit of
a glggle about somathing that went
wrong, but they should nol make such
abrsund accusations. The GLC resemblad
the modann Labour Party, like o flash city
financier who was too fly to break the
Lo,

Stephen Ross (LA Isle of Wight) sakd:
“Wea are seeing tonight what happens
wihen one divorces the upper tier of local
government from its proper role &5 &
transport authority and places it in the
hands of civil servants and an arrogant
ministar. The breakdoem in relations
batwsan contral and local govarnmant is
a tragedy nat only fior this House but for
the whala UK.®

The minister was breaching tha
undertaking he gave that the monay was
to cower running LAT: it was widaly
admitted that EBD million was not
necded for that purposs. That was the

burden of the cour judgement The
minister was morno profligate with rate-
payers' maoney than the GLC, which he
frequently attacked.

Reasonable for GLC to plz.
but was the sum too much?

Migel! Spaaring (Lab. Mewham South)
sald he wished to ba strictly fair o tha
ministor, Thers was a clauss in the Bill
allowing money to be transfarred from
the GLC in the transitional period of six
maonths or so, when transport would ba
under the minisier rathar than tha GLLC,
That was perfectly reasonable. i was
alleged, however, that the amoumnt
levied was In excess of the amount
reqguired by LAT in the balancing period.
The minister had not 2o far rebutied the
allegation. The figure bruited around
wias in excess of £50 million, *| sssumae
that all the additional revenue, over and
abowe the requirements for this year,
will be used for improsing tha service or
reducing fares. Like most of my cons==
tuanis, | da not own & car, 2nd this iss.
i= wital to the quality of transport.”

Myr. Ridley replied that he gave the
assurance categorically.

When the resolution was sgreed to, a
Bill specifying the sum to ba pakd by the
GLG to LAT was given a formal first
raading.

Minister compared to
Inspector Clouseau

FEBRUARY 139 Mr. Rigley moved
that the London Reglonal Transporn
{Amendment] Bill be read a second tima.
This was to determming how much grant
should e paid by the GLC o LRT. if ha
had gone through the process of appeal,
he said, he might end up without tha
correct amount having to be paid. Tha
risks ware too great, 50 he had brought
fhe Bill before the House to enable it
dacda correcihy.

Mz, Dunwoody said that the GLC was
claiming that the minister was asking for
sums of money to which he was nol
antitled.

John  Cartwright [SDAA Woolwich]
seid the minister gave an undertaking
that it was not his intention that LRT
should @nd up with &8 sunplus 8% & regull
of the money that the GLC was directed
o pay 1o it yet it seemed cloar that that
wiis wihal would happsn.

Harry Cohen (Lab., Layion) said it was
nat unexpacted for politicians to praise
their own paolicies, but in this casa it was
like Inspector Clouseau praising his
policing powars. The minister had
Inspecior Clouseau’s incompatance but
not his charm. His handling of LAT had
been abysmal,

Mr. Spearing sald the Bill should not
have bean before the House but should
have been a subject for County Hall and
the borough councils. The Capital-card




schamea which the GLC had intended 1o
imtroduca — to aid the movemant of
possengers betwesn BR and LRT -
would have cost 37% less than the
schama introduced under the aegis of
tha Government.

Ways to stop vandalism and
violence

Frank Dobson (Lab. Holborm & St
Pancras] said the GLC had planned to
incraasa both bus and train milas, o
integrate LT and BR ticketing and to seak
1.5% improvement in productivity per
yor for 3 years

Mow we ame getting down 1o the
barmy old spiral that LT had gone down
for years.

“Considersble efforts should be made
= they might have boan by the GLC but
arie ot likedy to be made by LRT and BR -
to get into schools snd colleges and
persuade young people nat to be violent

= pur transport sysiem, and thal van-

Aigrn ghould ba reduced. YWe nead co-
ordination batwaaen responsible bodies
— betweesn London Transport and BR —
because at tha momant thelr approach
on how to stop paople lobbing rocks
over a bridge is different. One of them
fances off a line, the othar does not:
“daft a8 brushes.” to quote the Tory
party chairman. The GLE was wilified for
recruiting more stafl for LT. That has
coma to an and = 1o save @ few measly
millign quid. Refurbishmaent of stations
helps to reduce vialance.”

The GLC, he added, made proposals
to help BR finance Improvements to
some of s stations. People could take a
pride in their job and not sit in ticket
collecting boxes with water runming
down thelr necks. There was no pro-
pasition that Londoan ratepayers should
sand people to the moan, only that the

~~sgndard of all LAT stations should ba
ised to the level of the best.

Horry Groenway (C. Ealing Morth) said
that for LAT to be running London's
transport was a breath of fresh air for
Londoners. Thore was a ninw  almos-
phere of reasonablensss and halpful-
ness. LAT's current bam on smoking
ought to be considered carefully. Fraud
on LT was being tackied. LRT should
look at the possibility of introducing the
Franch carnet, and flat-rate fares should
b looked 81 again.

Winding up tha debate Mr Rigley said
it was Parliament, not the courl, thal
should declda how much money should
be paid by the GLC to LAT, who would ba
50 million shorl il the Bill was nol

The Bill was given a secand reading
by 266 votes to 197, a Government
majority of 69, The following day it was

RDS meets Minister & MPsto
discuss Transport Bill.

Protilems of the Transport Bill ware
discussad by ADS mambers and MPS in
a8 Commaons Commitiee Room on May
Sh. Under-Secratary of State David
Mitcheall, spoke of the Heritage Fund 1o
ba set up to maintsin BR’s historic
buildings and structures and Shadow
Tranzport Ministar, Mrs, Guwynath Dun-
woody heard and answered some of our
questions about how ithe proposod
legislation = mainly about privatisation
of buses — would affect railways.

Among those from RDS were D,
Michasl Caton, John Barfield, Oliver
Lovall and Don Matheu with other
membars of the Parizgmentary Lisison
Committes. In the chair was Peter
Snape, who said the exercise had bean
valuable, and that the presentation of
the Soclaty's case had besn “wvary
professional.” Mrs. Dunwoody said that
whaenever the Opposition attacked tha
Gowernment’s argumants for the Bill,
the minister "mowed the goal posts.”

The Second Reading debats had taken
place almost two months before on

FEERUARY 12.

Mr. Ridlay, infroducing the Bill, said it
was @ major part of the Govamment's
legisiative programme. Tha Mational
Bus Company was requinsd to submit
plans for the disposal of its operations to
the private sector, and to Emplemant
those agreed plans within three years,
The railweys board could put forward
proposals for bus substitution in Situ-
ations whare existing rail services wane
making significant oparating losses.

Mrs. Dunwoody said this was not a Bill
about improving public iransport: [twas
about two pet obsessions of the minis-
ter, One was privatisation, the other
daeregulation. It was warth noting that
since tha MNational Bus Company wos
formed, nearly all the private companies
had pulied ouwt and put their money into
differant typas of oparation.

Halt rail closures reopen some
lines

Stephen Ross (LA Isle of Wight) said
that splitting the National Bus Company
up into smaller oparating units was
unlikely to be successiul, " The proposed
break-up of the municipal publie trans.
part authorities is a retrograde step,
especially in & place such as Tyne &
Waear which, by common consant, has
basilt up the finest co-ordinated transport
system in the country.”

“The future of concessionary fares
does not bear thinking aboul. Existing
schamas and through booking arrangs-
miants are at grisat risk. | beliove the time
has eome to halt all rail closures and
even 1o re-opan soma lines. Our small
ovarcronwded island cries out for a
comprehansive rail network. The con-

tinuing chapter of hideous rosd Bcci-
dents should persuade us of the need for
this pricolass assat.”

Tyne & Wear Metro envy of
the world

Harry Cowarns (Lab. Tyna Bridge) said
thi Ty & Weasr Metro was the anvy of
the world; even the minister thought it
was 8 manvelous concept and had sald
&0, yel the co-ondinated transport sys-
tem that made il possible was 1o be
remosed from the local autharity. If ana
belisved that something was mansel-
lous, one did not remove the means of
building it up.

David Marshall (Lab, Glasgow Shet-
theston) said the Strathelyde rall review
was the result of long negotistions
betwaan BR and Strathelydi region. Tha
Bill could mean the disintegration of that
raviaw, with an adverse aeffect on BR's
incame, It would maan taking a new ook
al many services, such as the electrifi-
cation and investments proposed for tho
Glasgow ta Ayrahire corridor, If the main
routes between Ayr and Glasgow wearne
to be ripped off by cowboy operators,
what chanos was these of improvemenis
i rall services? What was the point of BR
spending millions of pounds, if cowboy
bus operalors were to cream off all the
profita?

If deregulation was the answer (o all
transpart problems, why was London
baing lefi out of the BilY i London had
special circumstances an agually good
case could be made out for Strathclyde.

The second reading was carried by
ZBERE wotes to 205, s Government

majority of 83.

Plans for Channel Link "this
great adventure’

APRIL 2 Mr. Ridiey made a state-
maeent after question time aboul the
Channel fized link He sald that in
Movember he met French minisiers
rgsponsible for iransport (o discuss the
possibility of a fixed link across the
Channel. “We agreed that this project
should be financed withoul suppon
from public funds or Governmeant guar-
anteas against commarncial or technical
risks. "

At a further rmaating on March 20, final
texis of the guidalings were agreed and
the clasing date for proposals was 1o be
Cctober 31 this year. The twa Govern-
ments aimed to reach a decision by
about the end of the year on which
propasal, if any. should be enabled 1o go
ohead.

“I| cannod yet tell swwhethar a foeed link
will ba bullt across the Channel or not,
The private secior has a unique oppor-
tunity. | wigh the promatess wall in this
great andeavour,”

Mrs. Dunwoody said: “We wolcome
any suggestion of considerable inest-
meant in the infrastructura, We have boon




asking the Government for many years
for precisely this sort of developmant,
with its impact on jobs and industry.
Waild the environmaental impact be a
paramount consideration?”

Mr. Ricay raplied that any contendar
would be asked to put forward an
anvircnmental impact study of his pro-
pasals on the English side. The French
would have a different procedura on
thair side. Channal traffic was likely o
double by tha year 2000, which would
leave room for both fixed link and a large
farry industry, possibly &s large as now,

All options open, tunnel or
bridge

Bruce Miltan (Lab, Glasgow Govan)
said the link would represent expendi-
turg for the benefit of sowth-asst
England, where there was already over
concentration of population and eco-
nomic sctivity.

Mr. Riciay replied that a great doal of
the capital would be foot-loose inter-
national capital, which might not come
1o thess islands at all if the project did
not go ahead, “If there is 1o be a tunnel
under the Channed, it must stam from
Kent rather than Glasgow.”

Stephan Ross (LA |sle of Wight) said
that he and his banch welcomed ihe
stotomaent, which was & change and a
pleasure. “Wo believe that this is an
imaginative idea, and that a link should
have beesn bulli long agoWill you
confirm that all options are opan: rail
only, road-bridge, bridge and funnad,
and assure the Housa that anca bids are
in thara will be no delay in reaching &
decision?”

Mr.Ricley roplied that all options werne
open, “The ones wa know about and the
ones wa have not yel heard about,
provided they meet tha criteria and
come in time. The firm intention of the
two governments is o reach a decision
by the end of the year, il possible, The
French aro 85 keen a3 wa ano 10 do this.”

Toby Jessel (C. Twickenham) asked |
the ministér coukd ba certain that no
French Government, parhaps to further
thair bargaining pasition on soma com-
pletely differant matter, wiould maka a
threat 1o close the tunnel at the other
and.

Mr. Ridley said we were seeking to
sign & troaty with the French about that,
“The predictions are that a sizeable ferry
industry will remain, as an alternative
method of getting goods and people
across the Channal, | believe the French
will wish o sign a treaty, which will be
an added profection.”

Robert Adiey (C. Christchunch] ashod:
“Do you necall the sad palitical circum-
stances which surrounded the fact that
the lste Anthony Crosland was obliged

ip cancel the pravious tunnel? Would
you take on board the imporiance of
getting all-party support for the project,
bearing in mind that there are people in
all parties who do not want i7"

Su bodes well for giving
pmitlfalrwind :

Mr. Ridlay: | have baon encouraged
by the wide support so far. That bodes
wall for the House baing propared to
pive a good proposal a fair wind.”

Taddy Tayior (C. Southend East) said
the unanimous decizion of the five
banks' review was that thone was no way
in which this could be financed without
axtamal guaranteas. Would thers there-
fore be no question of national guaran-
teas by the back door through the EECT
“if no proposal comes forward by the
ond of tha yaar, will you finally bury this
silly and outmoded white elephant?”

Mr. Ricttey replied that the new Factor
if thi situation was that, despite what
the banks had said in their repor,
miraculoushy they now found that they
thoughi they could finance the scheme
without access bo public funds or pulic
guaraniees. “H may be that you will see
something in that transformation. There
will be no EEC funds or guaranieas for
the link, becausa that would marsly be
public money channelled through
another routa.”

Only 5 fires on the under-
ground in 10 years

JANUARY 9 Mrs. Gwyneth Dun-
woody (Lab. Crews and Nantwich,
shadow Transport Secretary] asked how
many fires had occurred on the London
Underground in the past 10 years?

Mr. Ridley (in & written reply] gave a
table showing that thers were no fires on
traines affecting passenger services in
the six yoars from 1875 1o 1980, There
were two such fires in 1981 and one in
sach of the throe following years. Thers
wara from one to & maximum of eight
fires in stations, signal boxes of along-
gide the track in asach of the 10 yoars.

The raply stated: ~as well asthe recent
fire at Oucford Circws, the figures include
three serious Incidents, each of which
was the subject of a formal inquiry and &
published report. These were af Fins-
bury Park in 1976, Goodge Street in
1981, and betwesn Wood Green and
Bounds Green in 1382, All othar inci-
dents were minor. The couses includa
arson, ignition of dust by sparks from
the conductor rails, and carelossly dis-
cardod cigansties.”

ressive decrease in acci-
dents to railway-men

JANUARY 22 Dv. lan Twinn (C.
Edmanton) asked how many raibeay
employees were killed or seriously in-
jured in accidants while on duty in each
of the last 10 years,

Mr, Michail replied that the figures
showed a significant decrease, the 1584
figures baing thi lowest aver recorded.
*Tha improvement reflects the consider-
able alfon put into accident pravention
in recent yoars in the ralbway ndustry.”
Tha table showed 8 maximum number
of serious or fatal accidents 1o ralkway-
man of 850 in 1979, followed by a stoady
dacling to 145 in 1984, Numbers struck
by traina fell from a maximum of 131 in
1876, declining almast continuously 1o
32 in 1084,

Collisions at Rugby
and Winchester

JANUARY 24 James Pawsaey (C.
Rugby & Kenilworth) asked what action
had bean taken to prevant the recur-
rance of the sccident which took place at
Rugby on Decambar 9 1984, when two
trains collided on the sama line, and if
disciplinary action had been taken rasul-
ting fram the inguiry?

Mr. Ridley statedin awritten reply i
the accident ocourred when a BR angin.
oars iraln was propslled past a danger
signal on to the main line and into the
path of an approaching passenger train,
the driver of which was able to slow
dowr. The collision occurfed al slow
spead; two passengers recelved minor
injuries. BR was taking tha necessary
action to preavent a recurrence. BR had
tekan disciplinary action against mam-
bavs of its stalf held responsible for the
acchdenl.

JANUARY 30 John Brown (C.
Winchester) asked abowt the eircum-
slances surrounding the train crash at
Popham tunnel, Milcheldever, near
Winchester, on Saturday January 26.

Mr. Ridiey said in a written neply that
befors § am that day a Bournermiouth-
Waoking multiple unit train conveying
raitweay staff ran into a minor chalk slip—
The train's collector shoes wers dar
aged and the train immobilised.

& digsel-glectric locomoalive was sent
from Worting Junction 1o assist the
tralm, but collided hasvily with it. Tha
lpcomative drivear and his assistant weara
trapped in the cab and suffered lag
imjuries. Four BR employees and a postal
sorar, all on the train, ware treated for
mianar injuries.

Yorkshire rail closure under
consideration

APRIL 289 Mrs. Dunwoody asked if
the minister would raject the progosad
closure of the link lines betwasen Halifax
and Huddersfield until such time as BR
had provided a new service from Shel-
fiald 1o Huddersfield and Bracfard.

&r. Ridlay said he was considering the
report submitted by the transporn users’
consultative Committee for Yorkshire
and in due course would decide whather
o give consent to the closure.

Edited by John Barfield, Graham Collett and Jack Ellis [Railway Developmant Socisty)




