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EAST COAST ELECTRIFICATION — AT LAST!
R.D.S. CHAIRMAN COMMENTS

At long last the electrification of the
East Coast Main Line from London to
Leeds, Mewcaitle and Edinburgh has re-
ceived Ministerial approval. Thit i by Tar
the most important step forward for B.H.
for many years and confirms Government
promises that investment will be authori-
sad where a good case can b made out
The £3068 million project, dus for comple-
tion by 18891, is expected to show a 7%

m on investment (allowing for infla-
ﬂai:u:l and result in a 28% reduction in fual
costs and BO% improvement in reliabliog,
Mot least it will provide the Eastern side
of Britain with a transport artery capable
of aperating independently of oil reserves,
which might have a precarious future.

It iz disappointing, however, that elec-
trification is not expected 1o penerate
much additional business — presumably
bocause journsey time will only be mar
ginalky less than that with theexisting high
speed diesels. The project, in fact, reflects
the maln thrust of much recent investment
in B.R, which has been directed towards
improwing efficiency rather than improv-
ing traffic. This & commendable as far &
it poes, but surely the time hat come 19
plan for the expanding railway. It & only
necessary to take a look ot the number of
cars and coaches running along routes o
the north to realise the potential for attrac-

ing many more passengers to rail,

i
B.A's competitive position would im-
prove If, to permit fair competition, the

hidden subsidies enjoyed by coaches and
company cars were gliminated, but atben-
tion also must be given to bridging the
gap betwesn the Inter city railhead and
the passengers’ home or destination. The
fact & that far more people live within &
short driving distance of the M25 London
orbital motarway than resida in the King's
Cross ares. This motorway, whan com-
plete, will give all of outer London direct
pocess to the A1 and other radial routes
which will inevitably give motorists and
cosch operators from these areas a head-
start over B.R. unless steps are taken to
improve avtractiveness of the overall jour-
ey by rail = not just the main line com-
ponent Part of the antwer would be to
construct & parkwaey statlon situated near
to tha Imtersaction of tha M256 and the
East Coast Main Line. This, with approg-
riate promoton, should ancoursge sub-
stantial numbers of motorists (o park and
ride rathar than undertake the long drive
to the North. Sarious consideration shoe
uld also be given to the extendion of soma
ECML services across London to directly
sarve the populous area south of London
and ultimately the Chanrel Tunnel. This
ard other cross London rail routes should
be considered by the Government mnot on
strictly commearcial terms but wusing the
cost benefit criterin used to justify the
motorway programme. This would give
proper emphasis to the community bene-
fits they would bring. not beait in reduc-
ing road congestion and accidents.

MPLC

Fought to preserve what he found valuable

R.D.5 was represented when a prayer
of thanks for SirJohn Betjeman's “'delight
in traing and railways and the Under
ground™ was sald at the Thanksgiving Ser-
vice for the late Poet Loureate {and Wice-
President] in ‘Westméntter Abbey on Juns
Thh.

“Lat us give thanks for the way he en-
riched the life of us all,” continued Alan
Luff, the Precenter, “and for his courage
in leading the fight to preserve the things
ke founad valuable,

& eongregation of 2,000 filled the
Abbey 10 capacity. Two of his poams were

read: “South London Sketch' and *'Treb-
erithick,” his favourite Comnish village.
“Such were the notes our once-loved poet
sang.” Dr. Robert Runcie (Archbishop of
Canterbury) gave the blessing,

JE

A.G.M. — 1985

Provisional arrangaments have been
made for the 18585 Annual General Meet-
Ing 1o ba hedd in Unity Hall, Wakefisld,
Yorks., on Satwrday 20th Apall Plemse
make a note in your dl:r','.

“Review of Rural Railways™
Eight out of Ten

This report, produced in July by a
joint working party of BR and the Assoc-
iation of County Councils contains mafy
constructive suggestions. It questions, for
imttance, the need for railways to be
fencad in arable or remote areas and asks
whather the cost of maintaining e
railway buildings or other Structures
should not come from Government aid
rather than from the Public Service Oblig-
ation payment

The report repests podnts msde by our
Society over saveral years such as the need
for simplified level crossings and new die-
sel tralns A most constructive suggestion
is that County Councils should offer fin-
anoe to BR on @ margenal bagis 16 imMprove
a servios (eg o run extra trains late at
night or on Sundeys] rather than subsidis-
ing the entire service, Indeed, the Review
has several interesting things to say about
spcondary services which question the way
in which costs are allocated at present

For instance, the P50 grant I made on
the assumption that the railway exiss
primarily for the carriage of passengers yet
ona could quote rowtes, such as those in
South Humberside, where freight is swnely
at important Thiz assumption milltates
againgt the re-introduction of passenger
services on certain freight-only lines and
the Feview i sunsly cormect in suggesting
that “a bess rigidly defined approach......
wiould be helpful in offering postibilities
for wider support for new pEssenger ser-
wices wia bocal authorities and Is continuing
to ke exploned,

Unforwunately, amid the various con-
structive suggestions also lurks the hoary
old chestnut of replacing some train ser-
vices by buses. As the ROS East Anglian
Branch Secretary pointed out in an inter-
wview on Radio Morfolk (and also in & letber
to the "Eastern Daily Pres') this ides was
totally discredited in the 1960s when
rarely more than 20% of former rail users
urned to the replacement buses which
ware themselves usually withdrmwn atter &
short period.

The RDS views on the good and bad
points of this Review have been sent to all
County Councils and to BR vogether with
a copy of our 1977 booklat “Can Bus Re-
place Traln®® {still available at 45p incl.
p.m[ugu-b from RDS Sales, 21. MNorfolk
Rpad, Sutton Coldfield, B7S 650,
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“Transportation in Metropolitan Areas™

(Report of 8 Conference organised by Mer-
seyside County Council and held st Liver
pool University on Friday 28th June 1984]

This should have been a useful and con-
structive conference but my impression of
it was that, being a preaching to the con-
warted, it failed to make much impact — &
view shared 1o some extent by its Chair
man, Prof, Sir Colin Buchanan {authar of
the Government-inggined documant T raf-
fic In Towns”), in his final summing-up.

The delegates numbered 145, the maj-
ority being local governmaent officers from
the Metropolitan areas and Shire counties,
There were also representatives from trade
unions, environmental sssociations, motor
ing organisations and private companies a3
will & from ADS. As so often happans,
rall users” associations (such & the Drms-
kirk to Preston Ta&, Weaxham to Bidston
AUA and Bebington Rail Action Group)
wera not invited,

The organiters had atked the Depart-
ment of Transpor] (o peovide 8 speaker 1o
put ithe Government's case for abolition
of the GLC and Mat. Counties — no such
spaaker appeared! One wwoulbd ke thou-
ght that Mr. Lynda Chalker, MP for Wal-
lasey (didn’t Ernest Marplos come from
there?] numbaer two at the D.Tp. or even
David Mivchell MP, might have risked
appearing in the “Lions den”, but no. In
the event it fell to Prof. Kenneth Gwil-
ligm, Head of the Institute of Transport
Studies ot Leeds University, to attempt to
put the case by prosy, but ha failed to be
conwincing. (Coples of his books on *Tran-
spoft in the Matropolitan Arem™ wers
affored free to delegates — these are in
cidertally nor in favour of abolition).

The case agalnst abolition was put by
John Prescott, MP for a Hull constituency
wha mentioned that ha had known Liver-
poal 85 @ former merchant ssaman and
pointed out that many local people lscked
acceds to @ car. He quoted Micholas Ridbey
a5 saying that he liked cars, wsaing them
as asymbad of the motorist's individuality,
and referred to the axpensive damage to
roads, bridges and sewers caused by heavy
lorries. Mr. Prescott considared the cheap
fares poliey of the Met, Counties to be en-
vironmantally sound. The cade for the
guthorities was put by Stusrt Mustow,
County Enginesr to the West Midlands
County Council, With a mass of diagrams
and statistics he concentrated on the rosd-
building problems in his area and, | falt,
contributed little o the ganaral debate
and wad followsd by Prof. Gwilliam, who
stated the scademnic case, referring to the
Governmant's detire 10 ute private enter:
prise wherever peossibla.

After lunch thare wers thres speakers:
Bob Cross, Controdler Morthern Reglon of
the FTA, who spoke on frelght movemant,
Mick Lester, [of the now abolished Lon-
don Transpori Passengers’ Committes)
who spoke on public transport and David

Gent Director of the British Aoad Feder
ation who spoke on behalf of the “Road
Usar*, Thus in the whole conference, only
Mick Lester spoke for the ardinary user of
public transport (revealing that he had
Iast his job that very day). He spoke ably
on the problems of those dependent on
public trarsport but mentionad that the
groater part of individusl movement is

actually on foot. He said tha thirds
u%ﬂm‘i%&
ence and 1 that good public trans

port at a reasonable cost ks essential in a
civilised society.

Bob Cross, made an impassioned plas
for greater axpenditure on roads and for
bigger and better lorries. Despite a quit
hostile response from the audience ha con-
tinued to point out how essential they
wire to the well-being of the nation and
seermed totally unaware that many people
shared an opposing view. Similarby, David
Gent urged the road lobby's case, but did
admit that good radl transpart had it uses
ir limited areas.

The speakers were followed by an
“Opan Forum™, chaired by Hazel Duffy,
Transport and Local Government cormes-
pondent of the “Financial Times™. By now
some delegates were beginning 1o leave
and little of interesy was discussad and
Sir Colin Buchanan in summing up ex-

the somewhat disappointing view
with which | opened thid report.
GRT

[The above is the personal view of Mr
Tolliday who whilst a regular contributor
to RO, is not a membar of the Editor-
ial Board. It does not necessarily reflect
the opinlons of either the Editor or the
Socinty. ED).

Reopenings Sub-Commities
Progress Report

The wark of this Committes, in press
ing the case for expansion of the rail net-
work and highlighting successes in this
field, alms to counter the view of those in
the “corridors of power”™ who seem 1o be
continually bent on “paring it down!™

O May 18th the re-openad stations at
Moss Side [Lanci. ), Saltaire (Yorks ] and
Metheringham [Lince] were descended
upon by members of four RDS Branches
who undertook sponsored cycle rides
thore and roised wall over E200, The sec-
ond edition of the Society"s book “Bring
Back the Trins™ (reviewed in the last
issun of ROS) is slresdy out of date insg-
far a2z Kilmours and Auchinleck stations,
listed in the Appendix as possible candi-
dates for re-opening, recalved their first
traing in May.

A copy of the new edition of BETT
has basn sent to every County Couneil in
England and Wales and every Fegig™
Coundil in Scotland. To dete replies of v -
ying degrees of helpfulness have been re-

.catvad. Meanwhile the Comin i ttee has baen

bwilding up a library of material which
could be of assistance to local re-cpaning
campaigns which incldes case studies of
particular schemes with costings and sur-
vaye Any member with similar material
should send It to R.J. Wakefield, Station
Houss, Qakington, Cambridge, CB4 SAH,

It is hoped to produce 8 high qullH_:-.r
leaflet on the case for re-openings early in
1985,

TG

LET ROAD AND RAIL
COMPETE ON EQUAL TERMS

Bring

the Trains.

THERE IS a case for re—opening up to 500 miles of rail
route and up to 400 stations.

Read about it, and about the progress made so far, in
the new enlarged edition of our book.

BRING BACK THE TRAINS is 68 pages, illustrated, and
costs £1.50 plus 30p postage.

ORDER NOW! From Mr. F. J. Hastilow, 21, Norfolk Road,
Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands. B75 650

-

Back




ROS “YORKSHIRE ADVENTURER™ loading at Malton on 24th June 1984
Phore A 2 Barfield

“CAN BUS REPLACE TRAIN? -
U. 5. STYLE"

“AMTRAK ridership to and from Pin-
ellas County (Flal continees to fall in
April 1884 (snce the Corporstion pro-
vided & substitute bus ED) and was off
54 8% compared to April 1983,

Finallas County ridership for February
1984 fell 38.1% from Fubn.l.lr'.' 1883 and
#7.8% in March 1584 from Barch 1883
The figures that AMTRAK provided for
April 1984 show that only 1,888 Finellaz
County riders used AMTRAK'S railfbus
service compared o the 4,202 passengars
in April 1883 who used AMTRAK s direct
passangar rall service to and from Pinells
County,
= During the first thres months the reil/

<5 sarvice has been in operation, Pinellas
County ridership has fallen 47.68%. Unly
6,B61 Pinellas County passengers hawve
uted the rail/bus service in Apeil 1584
compared to 13,086 Pinellas County pas-
sengers who In April 1983 rode the trains
directly to and from Pinellas County.

SUBSCRIPTIONS — With this issus of
A.D.M. vl be enclosed to those mambsers
who have recantly renewwed their ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTION a new MEMBERSHIP
CARD. llook inside the envelope), |f how-
walr your subscription 18 due within the
next 3 months A REMEWAL FORM is an-
closed. Plema retumn it with your remit-
tance as soon as possible and a DOMATION
ower and abowe your Subscription will
slways e gratefully received,

As an alternative to payment of 2 years’
subscription &t a timeé members afe an-
couraged to pay by Bankers” Order and if
this mathod is preferred ploase complete
the form attached and return it to the Hon.
Treasurer ot the addirass dmchcs e

AMTRAE estimates that the revenue
logs per Pingllas County passengss it
567,38, which means AMTRAK in the
first threa months of rall/bus operation
has already lost S410,440.60, Using the
sarme formula, AMTRAK S loas for the
first 12 months of rail/bus operation
would be 51.7 million, S400,000 maone
than its projcted snnual (aving.

Can Bus Replace Train? — cartain by not
in the State of Floridal

|Extract from a letter publithed in the
July izsue of “TRACK-4", News-sheat of
the Sowth East Transportation Coalition,
Georgia, U.S.0. ) which is on the ROMN ax-
changs list.

LS. &, may elect its first woman Viee-
President. Remember you heard about her
fikt in "RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT
NEWS" {See R.D.N. MNo. 19, p1 col 2]. If
sha gets alected she certainly is not a toad
for the roads | obbyl!

JWB

“How to form a Users’ Group”
By one who knows

At a meeting convened by the RDS in
Bediord im March 1880 the Sedford fo
Slptchiey Rail Users’ Associrtion was for-
med and drew up it plans 19 promote and
irmprove the Badferd 1o Bletchiay branch
line In order to secure IG5 fuiure, Early
loafletiing surprised many local inhakbsi-
tants of the villages along the line when
thisy diseavened their local rallwey had not
been closed years ago! Timetables for
evary individual station community — 9 in
all = were produced and delivered by
aszociation members, and two packed
Anmual General Meetings confirmed by
1882 that the ssscciation was established

wnd hare to stay. Membership woon rose 1o
over 180 and funds allowed for further
leaflets, newspaper acverts ate,, Graduslly
&n atmosphern of hopelessness began 1o
turn into one of optimism — & fealing that
spread to the local suthorities and even to
British Raill

Regular contact and soma meatings
wars astablished with BR area manage-
ment and & spirit of friendship and co-
oparaticn replaced the initial fesling of
annoyed tolerance that had been forth-
coming from certain staff. But still the
number one problem at the Bedford end
remained, St.dohn’s station was by now in
8 terminal state of decay and neglect. Bed-
ford Midland had bean completaly rebuilt
and by TBE2 had besn graced with new
alectrle sarvices to London and Inter-City
125 services Morth 1o the East Midiands,
Hapless Bletehbey | passengars wera
feced with a difficult 30 minute trudge be-
temen the two stations, The ssaciation
argued long and hard for the extension of
the line 1o Bedford Midland. Again initial
apathy and ridiculous stimates of the
costs invodved were gradually replsced by
good discustions and a most positive app-
roach by British Rall which resulted in
their agresrmant to carry out the substan-
tial work involved to upgrade track and
|ir1.al|in-g'.

The ssaciation gave BR ewery sndour-
sgement but had ons outstanding fear and
that was that however better Midland
wioubd be (than StJobn®s) for the terminus
of the line the later did serve an impar-
tant area of South Bedford and a large
Girls Schooal that wes & source of quite a
fow passengers each weekdsy. And so it
wias argued that a replacement station in
the St John's area thould be included in
the extension plans. BR nodded spproval
bart had no spare resowrces in their budgst
and 50 the association lobbied for a grant
from the County Council, not known for
thair ganercslty in rall matters. Rather un-
axpactedly, after sevecal tense mestings
the suthority agreed 1o mest a largs prop-
ortion of the costs for a station at exactly
the site requested by the association, BR
for their credit saw the meris of the cate
and provided the balance requined.

And 5o to today, 1884 has seen the big-
gest single improvement to the Bedford to
Bletchley rail service for over 20 years,
with the diversion to Midlsnd and the
opening of the new 5tlohn's station tak-
ing place on Monday 14th May (1984},
Azsgciation members ware invited 1o tha
Civic Calebrations and on to the BR open-
ing special train as a mark of gratitude for
the part played in bringing thit sbout.
Only one mile of wack has besn opened
up to passengar traffic and ona new station
provided but it has signalled the start of a
noew future and new prospenty for the
Bedford to Bletchley branch line.

Richard Crame

{REchard Is Chairman of BERLUA and a
member of the Society's Mational Com-
mitteal.



“& Future for Marylebong™

Eur.

I suggest the following compromise
plan for the future of Marylebone Station.
This plan takes into acoount the high dev-
elopment value of the site

A new station, with interchangs facili-
tes with LT, would be built on the dite of
the existing re-fualling sidings. The naw
site would incorporate overhead office
space while the old site would be sold for
development. In order 1o provide 8 reason-
able wraffic flow all wraffic from Chesham
and Amersham to Harrow would revert 1o
EBR and be routed into Marylebone. It is
important 1o realise that passengars will
not eccept the proposed change of traing
at Amersham whan travelling between
London and Ayleshary.

The Banbury service thould bé &xten-
ded 1o Stratford-on-Avon and marketed
85 B prestige Tourist service in conjunction
with the English Tourist Board. Aylesbury
via High Wycombe services should be ax-
tended to Milton Keynes, connecting at
Bletchley with the Bedford service exten-
ded to Cuford

Coaches snd cars would wse the old U
bridge trackbed, with a park and ride
schame operating from alongside Westarn
Avenue and suitably close for the M25 and
the &40, With the West London service,
and the possibility of services via Snow
Hill wnnel, the campaign should be re-
newed for a major interchange at Yest
Hampstead toinclude the Marylebone line,

Francis B. Blake
Soer Green
Buclks.

"Railway Financs"™

Dhear Sir,

I joined the R.D.A in the early 19805
following the publication of a letter in a
Birmingham newspaper by & member adve-
cating parity in acocounting batwesn rail
and road transport.

Are wa any nbaner 1o thia?

Do railweys still have to show a profit
on the capital value of the whole railway
network & well Bs providing traffic con-
tred and & range of facilities which have
little or no counterpart in bus and coach
firnancas

If I'm completaly wrong in this will
someons tell mao.

If I'm right. why doesn't the RDS draw
pttention to fo fundarmental & matter as
the whole cost 10 the country of both, and
do it in season and cut of season and ad
nausaum?

P.5, Could any momber with a flair for
finance suggest what would happen U
coach fares if they included a profiton a
reasonable proportion of the capitl cost
of all motorways and highways 2 well as
something for the facilites equivalent to
thase provided by rail.
‘Walter Court
Whitstable, Kent.

"Where are the Women (11}"

Digar Sir,

In issue Moo 18 you sk where are the
women? | suggest that there is always a
probdem in attracting women to any sulb-
ject which is matter-of-fact, scientific or
technical, In my (steam) train-spotting
days it was unusual 1o find girls interested
in rallways althowgh | have recently en-
countersd a few women [steam| anthes-
imsts,

Subjects ke CHD and ecology have an
emotional interest for women where ral-
ways do not. Perhaps the best way to ati-
ract women would be throwgh wives and
girlfriends and through social events. For
puample, whereas women will not take
much Interest In our local astronomy
group, thoy can be termpted to chiese and
wing parties. This may not be what RDS
is sbout even if such an event were prac-
tical, However any local group big enough
rmight like to have a go.

Thomat E. Roalkes
S Giles, Lincoln

“A& new title for R.D.M.?"

Sir,
The Jure 1583 [ssue of R.D.News saw
& welcoma change in format, resulting in
an informative and well-producad jeurnal,
which has undoubted|y helped in boosting
the Society's image,

In my opinion however, the title =
‘Railway Development Mews' i3 rather
cumbertome and not in keaping with the
Soclety's forward looking imsge. This
point would be particularly retevant, if
ever the national media actually started

AOS/ADRPA Spacial at Milton Keynes — Sth June 1984

MEMBERS’ PLATFORM

quoting ADS policy, Suech o press state-
mant a5 ... ““the Railway Developrent
Society, in their journal Railwey Develop:
ment Mews, savs .7 sounds gxtremely
wrwinldy,

| therefore propose that a change
shauld now be made and | would like 1o
suggest ‘Ralhwateh’ a5 a new title for tha
RDS journal,

‘What do other members think?

Mike Breslin
Anfield, Liverpool

{The abowe arrived too late for considers-
thon gt the last meating of tha RDM Edit-
orial Board but in the meantime | fesl the
matter should be aired more widaly ED}.

“Bring Back the New Logo"

May |, = winner of the recent RDS
logo competition, answer Eddy Graves
criticism of the design.

Firsthy the "“Wheel and F1|H!1"lﬂ-,;|n o ™=
not get recognised as being sssociated w .
train trawvel, and it is for precisely this rea-
gon that thare is a requirnment for o design
that needs no explanation, The prize-winn-
ing design, using the letters “RDSY, in-
corporates the wedge nose of an H5T in
the lemer “5™ and the diagonal band in
the “R"”, The curves of the right sides af
the letters “R"™ and “D" wsa the same
proportions as the comers of an HST
pOVET CaF.

It was in fact from a “doodle’™ that the
concept carmae and, after a while, | realised
that this design principle can also be app-
ligd 1o the shaps of an APFT cab or the
snowt of an Ad Pacific It can therefore be
[Continued back pags Col. 2)

Phrote, AL Barfieid




LONDOMN B HOME COUNTIES

Problems in London and the South
East ssem to come in threes at the moment,
particularty on the rail closure front,
Firstly objections to the withdeawal af the
Stratford=Tottenham Hale service ware
heard by the T.U.C.C. for London on 27th
June when the Branch was represented by
Viea-Chalrman, Frank Tomling and Sec-
retary David Marting, Our arguments in
favbur of restoring an interchange betwesn
Hackney Central and Hackney Downs, i
withdrawal of the direct sarvice was con-
sidered inevitable, sesmed to go down
wall with the T.LULC.C. and it remains to
be seen what the Committee’s repart will
recommend. This may in fact be the last
ore it will produce as, with the passing of
the London Regional Transport Act at the
end of June, all future rail closure propo-
sals will be considered by the new London
Regional Passengers’ Commities whosa
~address i3 now:

JAoom 24, Goldencross Howse, Duncannon
Streat, Strand, W.C.2.

Cur memorandum on the withdrawsl
of rail passenger services between Dalston
(West Jumetion] amd Brosd Streat will in
fact be considered by that body on a date
yet 1o be announced but with the staff
virtually working out of packing cases (due
to the re-organisation) this may be some
time into the Autumn, Our objection 1o
this closume (purely to facilitate the re-
devalopment of Liverpool Street — albait
on g less grandioss scale) is being co-ordina-
tod with those of the local users’ groups
whose pre-clofure campaign of meetings
culminated i a wery succesiful “train-in'
on the 13.45 ex Richmond on 23rd June
with balloons, decorated stations a clown,
travellers in period costume and an assort-
ment of local M.Ps and Councillors who
heeld an impromtu mesting at Broad Street
== arrival attended by some 100 paople.

swver bafore had the decaying grandesr of
this pericd edifice rung to the sound of
protest songs on & Saturday aftemoon,
The serious task of opposing this damag-
ing threat to the future of the North Lon-
dion Ling is yet to get under way, Undoub-
tedly this and the mest controversial of
the three propodals (e, Marylebons —
Northolt Junction] will e taxing the re-
sources of the Branch in the vear to come.

In anticipation of B.R's announcemaent
ADS and the local rail users’ group
(ADRPA) ran a wery successful special
train from Marylebone to Milton Kaynes
on Ssturday Bth June when some 260-300
passsngers travelled on a 4-car chartered
DMU ower the fraight-only ling batween
Aylesbury and Bletchley including part of
the former Oxford — Cambridge line and
fior tha first time were able to observe the
WLML from the now legendary freight
fiyover a1 Bletchiey. The contrast batween
the beisuraly pace of the Aylesbury —
Bletchley section and the ultra-modemn
shopping complex at Milton Keynes —

REGIONAL NOTES

truly o space-age city — was breathtaking
and the reasction of the rail enthusiasts at
Quainton Road Railway Centre when a
whole hoard of visitors descended on their
complex (By Raillll)] was second only to
the crowd which thronged Winslow sta-
tion when the train passed through. Mot
only ks there clearly 8 potential for restor-
ing a northern gutlet from Buckingham-
ghire's County town to ith newest city but
the residents of Winslow made it quite
clear what thay want in the way of trans-
port to the putside world.

The train was greeted at Wembley
Complex |(which has the most to lose on
the ling itself] by a Silver Band and con-
weryed many local civic dignatories — at
lpast as far a5 High Wyecambe — including
the indomitable llltyd Harrington, Deputy
Lesder af the G.L.C. resplendent in morn-
ing dress. Almost predictably B.R. posted
clofure notices to coincide with the Sum-
rrver Holideys (at the end of July), and the
closing date for ocbjections (after some
protest from RDS and local groups) was
extanded 1o Tth September. Futine poldiey
an the closure of Marylebone — Marthalt
will depand on the outcome of continuing
talks with B.R. and L.R.T. but as it seems
likely that neither can provide a satisfac-
tory alternative for present users & Tormal
objections will be lodged with LRPC. Other
plams re the future of Marylebone = in
particular the controversial busway prog-
oty will ba reported in our next issus,

Maanwhile the Branch has to sdjust to
& whaole new scene in London with the
passing of the LAT Act 1984 under which
the G.L.C. has now lost is power both to
contral and provide grant aid to LT, and
B.R. Whather such schermes ai the West
London Line and re-opening of the Snow
Hill Tunnel will now be dropped remains
to be seen but the Branch will endeavour
to secune their implementation by the now
Tramsport Authority. Even & | write the
Secratary of State has confirmed the intro-
duction of a Trawelcard to cover both LRT
and BA services {as originally envissged by
the G.L.C.) but has also forecast a massive
cut-back in grant aid in the coming years—
fares to be held down by means of pro-
ductivity measures. Whether this will load
to cuts and clofured only tme will tell,
but what ks cartain is that the Govarmment,
the GLC and the London Docklands Desw-
eloprment Corporation are committed fo
the Docklands Light Railway and Dave
Waotrel has been photographed “breaking
ground” with Tony Ridley of LT and
Corporation Chairman, Nigel Broakes,

On a more domestic note by the time
member rmeeive F.O.M, & new Branch
thould have been formed to cover Bucks.,
Berks, and Oxon, &t a meeting in Kidling
ton (Oxford] on 15th Saptember,

JWB

WEST MIDLANDS

Following approval for the Snow Hill
rail link, reconstruction of the bridges and
area around the Moor Strest portal are

planned to commence in the current fine
ancial year. Completion of the link to
Snow Hill is intended for May 1987, At
the same time the Henley-in-Anden route
to Stratford-upon-Avon is being threate-
ned. It would appear that the 1869 In
junction to prevent closure has besn Hifted
and BR are expected to procosd with
plans 1o sever the 4 miles south of Henlbey,

Tha BR report on the Walsall=Cannock
—Hednesford line confirms that re-open-
ing s feasible and that 4 new stations
would cost some £330,000, The cperat-
ing - costs of E667,000 for an hourly ser-
vice would be shared between Stafford
shine and Weit Midlands. The scheame has
been programmed for 19856 with poss-
ible complation in the late 1888, On Sun-
day 10th June the local RDS Branch ran
an 11-coach charter train from the Hed-
nesford line to Portsmouth which proved
mest satisfactony.

A niw Inter-Clty link has bean sugges
ted by ROS for the Muneaton=Coventry
firme, A DML shutthe is proposed to afford
good connections to the several main line
services. The new SVR staton at Kidder-
minster was dus 1o open in Awgust with
bargain throasgh fares being charged from
West Midlands stations,

Croer the last 2 years passanger numbers
on the Redditch branch heve increased by
33% 1o a toml of 1,300 trips per dav.
Bank Holiday traing haes now been intro-
duced along with a Fair sprinkling of BA
excursions. The FRedditch Rail Usars”
Group plans a charter to Matlock on 28th
August. ADS members have participated
in briefing and debates on the West Mid-
lands County Council Plans for an exten-
give Rapld Transit systemn which would
utilise both road and rail corridors, The
scheme has considerable merit snd impli-
cathons which will require detailed stwedy
and commaents by the Branch Committee.

AB
EAST ANGLIA

Guest spaaker at the Branch Mesting
held in Cambridge on 2rid June wat Bill
Parker, King's Cross Divisional Manager of
Brivish Rall, who considered that BR was
responding wall to changing markets —
somathing it had not always done in the
past. Ho reviewed local traffic and opera-
tion in some detall, announcing that tha
recantly-approved Cambridge slactrifica-
tion schema should be completed in 1987,
in the mone immediate future he predicted
improvements in carriage cleanliness loc-
ally, Freight reliability had improved and
grain traffic in particular was doding wery
will. Carrying of matal ond induwstrial sand
had dropped off somewhat becsuse of the
seanomic situation.

Mr. Parker made two suggestions for
action by RDS: o help publicize B.R'%
efforts to cater for the dizabled; and to
press for a national fund to help BR pre-
serve those of its buildings, structures ete.,
which werne “part of the national herfage’.



Among points put to him by members
wera: inadeguate facilities for bicycles
and prams on Great Morthern Eleciric
tradns; appointing Red Star agents a1 towns
with unstafied swations.

Also in June, RDS sxhibition material
was on display as part of the 125th anni-
wersary celebrations of the East Suffolk
Lime. Ovganised by our corpofates mambar
the Emst Suffolk Travellers® Assn. these
inciuded a recaption on the actual date of
tha anniversary; a special train: thres -
hibitions: and publication of an anniver-
sary brochure. BR"s contribution included
posters and leaflets |which we helped to
distribute] and a special maximurn fare of
£1.256 on the line for 8 month.

On June 24th, 350 people were taken
by RDS charter train from Colehester and
all stations 1o Ely, via Bury St.Edmunds,
to York, Malton and Scarborough. The
train picked up passengers &t four wne
siaffed stations which are not normally
served by either excursions or Inter-City
wrains. A weak later, on July 1st, a second
charter train was run by RDS to Scar-
borough, from the freight-only Wisbach
lime. It was our sixth special over this line
since 1978, the first locomative-hauled
oné with a buifer, and carried over 200
passengers on & smpoth and memorable
pourmey.

The Branch wrote to twelve candidates
in the four constituencies covering East
Anghia during the EEC election campaign.
Mine of the raslve replisd—a considerably
better response than at the last elections
in 1978, and perhaps reflecting a mone
serious attention being paid 1o tramsport
issues by most candidates, Uselful views
were mecoived on the Channel Tunnal,
rail links 1o the pors, ransport co-ording
tlan and lorry regulations. These form a
useful basis for the dislogue which we
shall nesd to conduct with the newly
elected MEPL

A1 the time of closwre of the March =
Spalding line, two years ago, BR gave
ssurances  that convenient connectiond
would be provided at Peterborowgh for
passangary batwesn Esst Anglia and Line
codnshine, This was indeed the case in
18983/4; but in the new timatable, the
jourmey time on the most popular morme
ing train from Cambridge has béen exten-
ded by 46 minutes because of longar wait-
ing time at Paterborough. How long are
such promises supposed to &1t Branch
Committes Mamber, Peter Wakefield, has
therefors made representations to BR,
Finally &% we po to preds (st the end of
Julyl BR has announced that it hes aban-
doned its proposal to single 10 miles of
the Mocwich main line around Diss &5 part
of the electrification programme.

The Awtumn Meeting of the Bramch
will be held on Saturday Z2nd Septermber
at 2.00pm in the Assembly Houss, Theatre
Sweet, Norwich. After branch business,
thare will be a video showing of the moent
"Brass Tacks” programme on Juggernauts
which created widespread intenest for its
revelations about lorry taces and the costs
of rasd transport 1o the community.

TG

YORKSHIRE

After a vast expend| ture of time, money
and inconvenience to a great many people
the Inspactor at the Akredale Trunk Rosd
Inguiry produced & schame which brought
general approval from the residents in the
Ajra Valley. He proposed that the road
should run from Kildwick to the wedteérn
side of Keighley, use the sxisting roads
through Eeighley, thus presarving the in-
dustrial area from demaolition and then
continue to Bingley ending at Cottingley
Bar just east of the town, However White-
hall hat tossed the recommendations askde
and i3 determined that the rosd should go
through Saltaire to join up with the Ship-
ey sastern by pass,

In a pretence of consultation an exhibi-
thon was arranged toshow the alternatives,
One routs would cut through Roberts
Park, a local beauty spot, demdolishing a
racantly built school in the process and
overshadowing the beautiful church built
by Sir Titwus Salt. The other route would
follow the rallway. In the course of which
Saltaire station which has just been re-
opened would be demolished as well asa
numbar of houses, which have staod un-
changed for 110 years. The proposals have
caused dismay In Saltaire and questions
are being asked about the value of public
inquiries if the recommendations are e

whan they do not conform with
the wishes of the Ministry of Transport

British Rail have issued closure notices
for five short conmecting lines in West
Yorkihire, cocasionally used by excursion
trains for diversions. The lines in them-
selves do not seem to be of much conse
quenca, but their closure will have devast-
ating affect on the railway network. Nat
only will any hope of restoring 8 Bradford
—Huddersfield service be lost forever, but
the Sheffield to Manchester service, diver-
tod when the Hope Valley line Is cloted
could only be operated by endless rever-
sals, To discourage would-be passangers on
the Bradford—Weymouth train which uses
some of these lines the train has been re-
timad to leave Bradford at about 5.30a.m.

At the TUC.C Inguiry In Wakefiald
inte BR's proposal to close the Midland
main line between Wath Road junction
and Goose Hill junctlon the Chalrman
stated that he balieved the Inquiry to be
illegal because the Board had refused to
re-issue the Sec. 56 Notice to include
“Any uwer of any service affected.’” Sher-
burn-in-Elmet station on the line from
York to Leads however was re-opaned on
Bth July for an experimental period of
six months, Pursuing their policy of dis
couraging would-be passengers British
Rail’s new tirmetables contain 8 nember of
unpleasant surprises. Thore are long gaps
in the services from Sheffield to Birming:
ham, Liverpood and Lincoln, the popular
Edinburgh to Plymouth train which was
very overcrowded has been taken off and
the Yorkshire T.ULC.C. report that the
new timetables have resulted in a record
number of letters of complaint

DJE

SEVERNSIDE

Although the ability of HSTs to copa
with stesp gradients was challengad, BR
has refused to retain and exploit the more
suitable route via Tavistock, Oakhampton,
Teddington and Stratford upon A,
There have been many failures of one
power unit and heavy delays attaching
and detaching banking locomotives (pre
sumably at Bromagrove EDL) More dalays
are Incurred throwgh out of course run-
ning on track shared with other services
with the risk of mised connections and
complete disorgenisation of travel to air-
ports &8 well & upsetting business appalnt:
ments. The Inter-City “Heart to Heart”
slogan of yesteryear was set aside on the
Bristol — Birmingham route by retiming
some Expresses to avold Gloucester, but
the schedules are too ambiticus to achigve
reliability, Special attention it 1o be given
when approaching and climbeng the steep-
eqt inclines to give a clear path to an HET
running with one failed power car avoid-
ing need for banking assistance, Pastengers
also complain about failure to incr
HET and locomotive-hauled formatior
leading to gross overcrowading, which can
precipde the operation of refreshment
trolleys and prevent acoess to tailets,

Acute overcrownding on the Gloucester
to Mewport line, whers some service ar
still diagrammeed to only a single unit rail-
car has been alleviated by running & 3-car
set on Saturdays only from Bristel o
Gloucestar to strengthen the Chepitow
sarvica, Although soma formaer regular
wsers of overcrowded Stroud Valley 3-car
DMUs have now turmed to their cars, load-
ings have besn maintained as Stonehouss
continued to expand with commuting o
Gloucaster and Cheltenham. Passengars
have realised that the same Season Ticket
fare is charged to Gloucester from Stone-
house & from Stroud and Stonehouse has
lost revenue accordingly. Thus a Stone
house resident may make euirs journeys
in the evenings and at weekends to Stroud
and back without the need to purchase =~
ticket wll

NORTH WEST

The newly formed Flestwood and
Tharnton Rall Action ‘B4 Group were dus
to meat London Midland Region Manager,
M.Sguthgate, on 26th July when they
hoped to present their case for the restor
ation of frelght services over the branch
from Poulton-le-Fylde to Flestwood, The
group also hope to see passenger Services
re-instated over the beamch in the longes
TErFL

The Ormskirk to Preston Travellers’
Association (OPTA] have now adopted
Croston station. Working parties have been
vigiting the station regularly since 27th
May. The Group has also submitted a
Mermorandum to the Howse of Commons
Selact Committes, which is currently look-
ing into the financing of public transport
— road, rail ferry and adr. The Group feel
that the present method of financing BR
through P50 and EF L needs to be revised



and replsced by & systermn that gives mora
safeguards to the users. They also see tha
presant blankat subsidy as the main cause
of the wery arbitrary cuts that BR has
made in provincial services over the last
e years. The local Area Manager, Mr, B,
Wilson, is, however, planning to set up a
Customer Care Panel for both the Orms-
kirk 10 Preston and Orrmskirk to Liverpool
Central lines,

Plans for the alectrification of the
Blackpool — Manchester ling are expected
1w be submitted to the Department of
Transport before the snd of the year, Pre-
paratory work in connection with resig-
nalling is under way in the Brindle Heath
and Bolton amas. In addition an EEC
grant has been given towards pre-glectrifi-
cation work on the Preston — Blackpaal
saction, The cost of the scheme i put at
E36.6m. of which Lancashire County
Council is planfing to provide £2%m. and
Grester Manchester £7%m. Unconnected
with this schema Is the E2m, rebullding of
Bglton station whame it is planned to pro-
vide mew buildings, a small station and a
car park.

Lostock Hall station (on the East Lan-

it Preston — Colne Linel wes re
opened on Monday 14th May. This follows
a determined campaign begun in 1975 by
T.2000 [North Westh and the NUR (Los-
tock Hall Branch), Lancashire County
Councll backed the scheme and eveni-
ually & new station was built costing over
E£100,000 just to the east of the original
ani,
Britith Rail are planning to opsrate a
new service of B wraing a day from Preston
to Leads via the Copy Pit (Rose Grove —
Todmorden| line cone which was on the
“hit list™ when it published it latest Cor-
porate Plan. The plan is to run 8 naw ax-
perimental service at about 2-hourly in-
tereals from 1st October. Coincidentally,
the National and Prowincial have recenthy
taken gwer the Burnley Building Society
snd maved thelr head offics to Bradford,
with many of their staff making the jour-

v ower the Pennines by Minibus. To

woome this problem the Building Soc
iy agreed with B.R. to provide a daily
passenger sarvice for its workers (also over
Copy Pitl which i3 also available to the
public.

Turning to the *'Cause Célébea™ follow-
ing sxtensive lobbying by the Yorkshire
area T_ULC.C. and others gver the warding
of the Sec. 58 closure notice for the
Settle — Carlisle line (and others in York-
shirel a second pericd for objections was
won and by the time members read thess
Motes [whilst the period will have ended ),
it is hoped that over 5,000 objections will
have been lodged. |n order to advise local

HELP!

Dur mamber Ray King is compiling an up-
to-date list for the RDS of books, repors,
and ather publications on rallways and re-
lated topics. Would Branch Secretaries or
any members who have literature they
would ba prepared to make availsbhle
please contact him at: 4 Christchurch
Square, London ES THLL

usars of thair rights the Settle to Carlishe
Joint Action Commities organised a spe-
clal open top bus plus band to tour the
communities along the line on Saturday
30th June.

Finally, on Merseyside, a feasibility
study is currently being undertaken by BR
into third-rail electrification between Liv-
erpoal and StHelens (Shaw Street). The
Study, due to be completed in October,
will alsp Include the feasibility of linking
the line to the Liverpool = Southport line
via 8 new tunnel beveeen Edge Hill and
Ceniral. BR b also giving consideration ta
25 kY olectrification to St.Helers (from
Lirme Streat] at an alternative,

Grester Manchester abio plans to go
ahead with B new rall stations over the
naxt @ years ot Humphroy Park (Urmston)
Mill Hill [Middieton), Flowery Field
{Hyde), Smithy Bridge (Rochdalel, Der-
ker [Oidham), Ryder Brow {Belle View],
Woodsmoor (Stockport] and Hay Fold
(Atherton] + Salford University on the
Windsar Link.

RW/ME

NORTH MIDLANDS

Branch officials wers slected at a meet-
ing of local members held in Derby on
Fioth June, and the possibility of manning
a special train from the Alfreton or Derby
sreas wad diseussed, BR plars 1o event-
ually concentrate St.Pancras to Shaffield
traing on the Derby route, leaving Alfre-
ton & Mansfield Parkway 1o ba served by
an intarirban service from Mottingham to
Sheffield and West Yorkshire, A teice-
daily bus servhos started this yesr from
Mansfield to Doncaster railvway station to
facilitate northbound travel. The gquestion
of restoring trains to Mansfield Town
[centre for a catchment area of 150,000
peoplel has again been ratsed with the
County Council, but evoked a negative re-
sponse. However, the Planning and Tran-
sportation Dept. are looking into the cost
of mecessary repairs to Rolleston station.

Loadings on the Matlock branch lime
traing could well b improved by the open-
ing of a cable car system from Matlock
Bath station to the “Heights of Abrakam™
a noted tourist attracthen, and excursion
traing have already been run thers, The
Mottingham—Lincoln line Users' Group
it w0 run & railtour on Saurdey 22nd
September, picking wp at all stations on
the Lincaln — Mewark (Castle) — Motting
haim lime and runming to Liverpoal for the
International Garden Festival. Peak Rall
Operations have now received outline
planning parmission faor the final section
of line from Matlock 1o Rowsley and it is
hoped to commence FURRIRG passenger
traing from Matlock in 18885, At the Bux-
ton end of the ling, a new bridge is re-
quired to glve scoess to Ashwood Dale
and thence svantually to Matlock, e

LEICESTERSHIRE

An ADS mesting was held in Malton
Mowbray on Bth June, to launch the latest
edition of "BRING BACK THE TRAINS"
Iocally and to dismss ways of improving

the Leicester—Peterborough route. Leices-
terghire County Council have shown a
positive interest in soma respened stations
on the line, and RDS is actively encourag:
ing them in this. It i hoped to call a fur-
thier meeting, 1o form a pressune group for
the line, probably at Oakham, in tha
Autemn,
TG

LINCOLNSHIRE

A meeting of local RDS mambers was
due 10 take place in Lincoln on Tth July
to discuss the formation of a Lincglnshire
Branch. Membership in this county (and
South Humbersidal has grown slowly but
steadily in recent vears and it should now
be possible to launch a viable 7 DS Branch,

TG

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Corby people hed their first opporiun-
ity for 18 years to travel from their local
station on Sunday July 131, when an RDS
special wrain ealled. Starting at Kettering,
tha spacial picked up passengars at Corby,
Cakham and Melton Mowbray before
heading to York and Scarborough (to
which destination it was baaten by 10
minutes by the RDS Wishech special man-
tioned abovel ) Among over 300 passengers
on board were the Chairman of Corby
Drigtriet Couneil and his wife.

The event recalved good coverage by
the local news media and was an impor-
tant step forward in our campaign for the
restoration of pessenger services 1o Corby.
It was the culmination of many weeks of
work by our local members, who have
gained the active suppart of the local MP
and Distriet Council of this, one of the
Largast towns In the country without pas
senger traing,

TG

CORMNWALL

A publie mesting was organised jointly
by RDS and the Bodmin Line Commities
in Bodmin gn 31st May and attracted 35
people. RDS Mational Committes mim:
bar, Trevor Garrod, outlined the Sociery’s
aims and their relevance to Comwall =
particularly the meed to make tourists
pware of the County's rail metwork; and
the scope for users’ groups on the four
branches (Looa, Mewguay, Falmauth and
& Ivesl,

The Bodmin Line Committes i intes-
ested in purchasing the now disused lines
from Bodmin Parkway 1o Badmin Genaral
and beyond, for a summaer steam service,
a dissel pastenger service in the winter and
possibdy also freight 1t Secretary, Chris
Tankard, explained the case for this 1o the
meating. The third speaker was BR's local
maneger, Rusty Eplett, who eutlined the
efforts which he was making to promaote
the image of Cormish Railways and gain
vy business.

TG



SCOTLAND

Since gur last report the local Branch
of ADS hes bean in correspondence with
33 of the candidates who contested the
vight Scottish seats in the ELE.C. Elections,
O these B were sympathetic to rail; 2 ware
not sure and 2 acknowledged for a reply
later. 20 o mot reply. OF the replies re-
celved mo respondont difagreed with our
point that UK, railways ane worse treated
than those on the Continent and nons
took exception to our suggestion that
“those wishing to work for the railways
are complementary to thosa wishing to
travel on therm and, given appropeiate
book-keeping the complemantarity could
be realised with a modest demand on
other resources.

One reply in particular warrants guot-
ing:- | particularly agres with your point
that pressure to reduce staff arises from
an outdated form of sccountancy. It s far
better to employ people to provide a nec-
essary public service than to have them on
the dode....” The Branch proposes 1o con-
finue cormespondence with its MEPs in the
hope that discussion on & Ewropean beval
can release us from the ingrained habits
ppitomised by the standard union re
sponse of industrial sction asasolution to
all problems which confront them ...
hicwwser meritorious may be thair casa.

The Branch has alio been active In the
Strathclyde Reglon in opposition to mot-
orway schemes such as the MBO, Swepps
By-pass and another which would effect-
iraly sever the Parkhesd rellvway solum
{Maryvilla 1o West of Fullarton), It also
argues that the time to consider mone mat-
orway schemes would be after the filling
of the conspicucus gap in the railway net-
work = namaly &En#uﬂriﬂﬂtﬂl..lﬂhn'!
link.

Meanwhile the threat 1o the Sattle —
Carlisle lina is not forgotten nosth of the
barder and at the time of writing objec-
tions have been lodged by Central Regional
Council and Roxburgh, W. Lothlan and
Edinburgh Distriet Councils. Finally the
much-heralded introduction of a rival
coach service bateeen Invernéts and Wick
{Thurso by Merlin Express (reposted in
our l&t isdwe) appesrs to have fallen on its
{sce as the operator has suddenly “ceased
to operate”™ fof reatons which we hive S0
far been unable 1o escartainiilf

R.D.5. CHRISTMAS CARDS
STILL AVAILABLE

Following response to the advert in the
last issue of R.D.M. it has been found nec-
essary 1o obtain a further supply of the
A.D.5. Christmas Cards, published in 1883,
1o meet orders received and a further 1,000
hava now been printed.

Approximately 2—300 rermain in stock
g0 there it £till time bo get semie and your
orders would be welcoms by |.G.Crighton,
18, Oakdale Avenue, Kenton, Harrow,
Middx, HAZ 00J, Cards are £1.50 per doz.
limcl. envelopes, p.&p.). Plessa make
chaques payable to RDS [London & Home
Counties].

{Members Platform continued)

used to sl products 1o the broadest spec
trum of rall advocacy — except the un-
streamlinad.

1 suspect that Eddy Graves has a second
adition copy of “Bring Back the Traing™
which has misconstrued the Logo - its
concept got lost between my drawing
board end the printers, Conseguently the
communication, by subliminal means, of
what RDS i about was not effected.

The weaknets of the “Whaeel and Flash™
design is that, except to initiates, it fails
1o convey our astociation with railways.
Worse, it commits RDS to a ferm of rac
tion which salls salutions mat 1o the prob-
lerns of the radl customar but to those of
the rallway operator. |f you don't balieve
me a5k yourself how electrification will
solve the problems of London Transport's
customers. But that's another story,

Lyndon Elias
Slough, Barks.

“Bullat & Branch Trains in Japan"
Sir,

Fecently, | travelled by the Govern-
ment owned ‘Bullet Train” from Tokyo 1o
Kyoto en route to a town called Mara
where the Select Committea on Energy
met research experts from Japanese in-
dustry. What made it so special to one of
the most pro-rail MPs at Westrinster is
that at Kyoto one leaves the Bullet Train
and takes a private rallway,—yes, a provate
railway, Tor the one hour jounney to Nara,

The train was full snd spotless. It is a
branch line from Kyote Terminud ta Mara
and, when the train arrived In Kyote, the

doors opened to let the peopla out and
ware then locked for a few moments, A
lady whisked through each coach collect
ing the refuse and cleaning the carriage,
the doors re-opened, we boarded and &
hostess handed out cool towels. The same
lacly, & few minutes later, came down the
train offering soft drinks &nd sandwich
style refreshments.

The Jepaness ke to practice their Eng-
lish amd & young couple sitting balids ma
in the Pullman type car told me that this
it & flourishing line run at a profit because
it runs bath for local traffic on a timetable
which ties in with the National Railway to
Tokyo and Hirashima. In essance, it takes
visitors 1o Mara which s the old Capital
and samathing of a holiday resort, comm-
wiers from Mara into the bigger towns like
Kyoto and connecting passengers to the
big Cities.

The unit afe two or Tour carriage die-
sels and | hawe never been in so clean of
so pleasant a conveyance. My new found
friends told me that nobody bothers to
drive from Nara to Kyoto by car — the
railway s clean, ressonably priced -Iﬂrdi'.
ways on time. An nh}ltl lesgan for «
warys on this side af the World and especs-
ally for endangered Branch Lines,

Tany Spallar MP,
House of Commaons
Londan SW1 0AA
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editor will consider for publics-
tion letters and articles (such as the abave).
Any opinions exprested, however, must
not be taken ai necessarily reflecting the
views of the Society.

FF THEY ATIACHED THOSE BUbEs
TOELETHER THEY (OULD MSPENSE
ALL THOSE DRUVERS, AND IF THEY FUT
POWN GUSPE RAUS ..

L]
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IN PARLIAMENT

No. 22

SEPTEMBER 1984

Selected axtracts from parfiamentary questions and spesches in the peried up 1o the summar recess. Commons replies given by Trans
port Secretary, Micholas Ridiey, or his Under-Secretary of State, David Mitchell or Minister of State, Lynda Chalker,

C= Consorvative, Lab = Labour, L/A = LiberalfAllisnce,
An autariik denotes the reply was given orally,

Morpeth crash showed strength and stability of BR coaches

Mr. Mirchell made a staterment on the
derailment of the sleeping car train from
Abardesn on the Morpeth curve, This was
in reply to a private notice question from
Peter Snape |Lab. West Bromwich Eastl
the day sier the sccident, which wa on

““~murdey night.

JUNE 26% Mr, Mirchell: The sccident
Irvalving the 18,60 train from Abardesn
to London, occurred on the tight curve 1o
tho south of Marpath station at about 20
minutes o 1 o'clock early yesterday.
Thera wore 76 passengers and a number of
railway staff on board. Initially 38 peopla
wens Wwken to hospital, but by Sunday
marning only three men, all rallwaey staff,
were still detained. Mone of them was
sariously injured,

The train left the ralls near the start of
the curve, which hai a parmanent spead
restriction of B0 mph. It continued scross
the other line and down the ambankment,
tuming on its side in the process. It struck
two dwellings, The cause of the sccident
ssams o hove besn excasive spesd on
antering the curve. Tha reason for this has
not yet been established.

= Provious derailment
WES MONe Serious

Mr. Snape: | mk the minister to reflect
on his staternent that the cmse of the
crash appears 1o be excessive speed. As his
department has appointed an inspector ta
investigate the cause of the accident, are
wa not in danger of prejudging the issus?
Is It true that the site of the accident was
that of an even more dangerous one in
18697 Do you know of any pland to sxe
the curvature and increass the spead limit?
Will the Inguiry ba hald in public? Will
theres be compensation for househodders
whoss property was damaged? Finally, the
ralling stock. Desplte the spparent sever-
ity of the sccident, every passenger has
been reloased from hospital. Is that not a
credit to BR Enginesring Lid which built
the rolling stock?

Mr. Mitchell: A dersilment took place
on this stretch of ling on May 7 1868, The
inspecting officar concluded that the acci-
dent wai couted by & lapse of concantra-
thon on the part of the driver, It would ba
wrong for me to speculate further on the
cause of this latest sccidant As (o prope-
sals for altaring the line, we should await

tha msult of the inguing. Claima for com:
perdation sre met by BR, which has a
good record for doing so resporibly.

The rolling stock was some of the new
sleaping car stock. | agree that it has been
shown to have grest strength. That 4 a
matter on which thoss at BR Enginearing
wha buflt it should be congratulated.

Time should not be mada
up at expense of safety

Cong! Gregory (Con, York) asked the
Ministor to soe thal no pressune was put
on BR managerment, =& & result of the in-
vestigation, to tell staff to make up tims.
“I¥ it ts fouwnd that somecna is falling be-
hind time, it should not be mades up at the
expense of safety.”

Mr. Mircheif repliad that the safety e
cord of BR was outstanding. Whether dis-
ciplinery procedures in relation to lats
tradns might or might not be o contribu-
tory factor was a question for the inguiny.

John Ayman (Lab. Blyth Valley) sald
that the 19889 dissster had involved six
poople baing killed and 120 injured on the
sarme curve, 5o had sy steps been taken
to maks the cunve less dangarous? And
why had the miniter expredssed an open-
ion on the posslble cause of the dissster?

Rail safety compared
with other options

Mr, Mitchell replied that the train in the
provious accident was also travelling south
and would have passed speed indications
saying “reduce to BO miles an hour,”™ than
to 70, then to 50 miles an hour, Operat:
ing instructions should therefore be sde-
quate, but it might ba better to leve
thess matters to the ingulry,

Robert Adiey (C. Christchurch) said it
was an unspoken compliment to BR'
safety record that accidents such as this
ware occasions for a privete notios ques
tion, whormeas 16 people were killed and
OO0 maimed every diy on our rosds. When
would we imposa the same safety stan-
dards on rosd users as BR was forced to
impose on its rain?

Mr. Mitchell replied that he took the
paint and did not think he was expected
to give a detalled ansemr. It was a sign how
safe rail travel was compared with other
opthon,

Michae! Masdoweroft [IL1A Lesds Wast)
aslked [l any sutomatic train control de
vice was available to give sudible warning
of excessive speed. In view af the security
and arnazing stabdlity of the coaches mada
by BREL, would thers be any impsct on
ather services from lsck of avallability of
thioss vahbclea?

Mr, Mitchelf said the non-avallability of
stock wat a matter for BR mansgement,
but he would draw their attention to the
MP's concarn. The inquiry would take
placa in July and results would be pub-
lished as soon as they were avaliable.

Aoland Hoyes (Lab. Houghton and
Washington]: asked the minister to with-
draw his “outrageous and scandalous re-
mark’” about the accident appeasing 1o b
dise to excessive spesd. The Opposition
would ba happler if he did.

M. Mifchell replied: | cannot unsay
what | have sald. | am advised that | have
given correct information, We already
know that thers was no treck fallure™

Tarm Dalyell [Lab. Linlithgow] sakd
that as & regular wser of the line he would
lkkoe to know whan repain would be com-
plated. The Minister had handsomely con-
gratulated BREL on its excellant work-
manship; should they not think again
about putting work to cutside contractors
that had teen traditionally done by BREL?

Mr. Mitchel! replisd that the line should
ba open 1o traffic the next moming: BR
should be congratulated on that. Maan-
while traing wer being diverted by the
Blythe Tyne ling, adding one hour to the
jourmey.

Frank Dobson |Lab. Holbom & 5t
Pancras] intervensd to &y “It's a good
thing the lina ks still there”

Mr. Mirche/! said as there was no pro-
gramme of major route losunes It was no
surprise that tha line was still there, |t did
mot matter whithar the purchase of roll
ing stock was from one firm or anothaer:
the specifications were thoss of BR's awn
designs.

Or, Johy Marek [Lab. Wresxcham) ssked
if all nevws BR rolling stock would be of the
mme design and strength as that that
crashed.

Mr. Micchell; *| cannot concahyabdy
giee that assuranoe,””




Eromiey wanis more through trains

APRIL 30* Roger Sims (C. Chisal
hurst) raised the subject of reduced ser
vices on the branch line frem Grove Park
to Brombey Mocth in the summar time
wable, an the mation for the adjournment.
As it was by than 3 am, the debate actu-
alty took place on May 1.

Hitherto there had been five through
trains from Bromisy Morth ta Charing
Cross or Cannon Street at poak hours, Mr,
Sims said. At other times there was a
shuttle serviee to Grove Park. Mow there
would be only one through train morming
and evaning and a shutile service the rest
of the time. “Train services are our life
biood. We hive no Underground.”™

Mr. Mirchall replied that there had been
changes in the travel patiern and that the
number of passengers coming into central
London by Southern Region in peak hours
had declined by over 12% in the past four
years, Timetable changes were alio & re
sponss to recommendations of the Mono-
polies and Mengers Commission,

it was Inevitable that some sarvioes
wero reduced where demand had fallen,
but where demand was high or likely 1o
increass, improverments wene planned. For
axample, the new non-stop Vietoria—Gat-
wick service made Gatwick the nearest
sirport to Westminster in terms of time
BR's decision to withdraw throwgh services
reflected the fact that these traing were
mach more |ightly loaded than those on
other routes at the same time of day. Peak
loading &0 the rush hour could be as low
s 38%, 50 8 betier distribution of the sar-
Vi on othir parts of the nebtwork wad
reasonable,

It was true that some of Mr. Sim's con-
stituents would get & seat a1 Bromiey
Morth or Sundridge Park, and having troo-
ped over the footbeidge at Growve Park
wiould then have fo stand all the way into
London. But the overcrowding problem
was not 8 bad 85 was sometimes mads out
BR sstimated that from May 14 only two
traims leaving Grove Park in the poak hours
woubd be losded beyond their ssating
Capacity.

‘Improvements aking place
all the tima’

This did not mean that only two trains
would have standing passengers. Trains
could often ba packed at the front, when
there were still empty seats at the back.
“l look on BR to be prepared to make
further adjstmants if experience suggests
that would be appropriate. In the Board's
1883 anmual report, publisbed on April 18,
the BR chairman smphasiied the need 1o
satishy the customar by giving value for
money: Improving the match betwesn
swpply and demand, 10 improve the effi-
clency of its operstions and make room
for improved standards of service.

“Substantial investment In the south-
arn region |5 designed 1o improve services
on the commuier nabwork, Later this
marning | shall open an important new
stage in the Brighton resignalling project
at & tolal cost of about E120 million.

Smaller scale investments take place all
the time to impreove Information facilities
for passangers, to lmprove standards of
cleanliness on trains and to carry out ime
provements to stations and station fae-
ilithes. ™
Chunnel — Govt. will only giva
political guarantees

JUNE 18* DOr. Jobn Marek (Lab, Wrax:
ham| mked the Minister when he sxpected
to meet his Fronch oppesite number to
discus the report on finance for a fixed
cross channel link.

Mr. Rigley repliod that he was in regullar
contact with the French Mindster and
woukd haeo further discussions whan they
hasd assested reactions 1o the report.

O, Marek askoad i the Minister realised
that such a project needed Government
encouragement and commitment.

Mr, Ridlfey said: “we must give the
interested groups time to come forward
with proposals. If any group has proposals
that do not Involve sither Government
funding or guarantees of an economic or
commarcial nature, we shall cartainly con-
sider them sympathetically and try o
ssist. The Government are prepared to
give only political guarantees snd to assist
with such things & treaties with the French
and other risks that might be involved in
construction.” The Gowernment wers not
contemplating giving one panny of te-
BEVErS money.

Private sector must have
fully developed plans

Gordan Wilsan (Scottish Mational Party,
Duwndes East) sabd an effect of tha link
would be to create jobs in Northern France
and the south-east of England. Would it
not ba right to give priosity to improving
traniport commanications genarally end
praviding a common transport subsidy?
That would enable firms in Scotland and
the north of England and Morthern Ireland
to markat poods in the EEC without facing
the crippling cost of transport

Mr. Ridley replied that there was al-
rieady 8 cross-Firth link in the Tay bridge
sarving his part of Scotland, *| am not
sure that it would be right to give advan-
tages in the form of money o guarantees
to those who want & fixed Channel link s
opposad to thoss who wish to provide
shipa and ferries to cafry our trade to
Europa,

Roger Moate (C, Faversham] said that
&t an early stage the Governmant would
want to settle all the speculation and wn-
cartalnty. What was the tme scale in-
wolved?

My, Ricley replied that the Governmant
wiould need to give statutory treaty and
scoest facilitation on this side of the
Channel.

Roberr Hughes {Lasb. Absrdeen Morth):
"What does that mean?”"

M. Ridley: “Building the roads of rall-
warys that lesd to the mouth of the tunnal,
The private sactor mast come foreward with

Tully devalogsd pland befors we can work
oart & time scale.

Danaid Anderson (Lab. Swansea East)

asked if the Government would in no case
ive financial assistance but stand aloof

om the project. oven at tho risk of i
foundering yet again.

My, Ridiey: “lt will be necessary
agree a treaty with the French and to ex-
aming the maritime and navigational risks
to ensure that they are acceptable. It will
probably b necessary to give & guarantss
that the project will nat ba interrupted by
poditical actions beyond the control of the
promoters. Beyond that the Government
are not prepared to go.”

MNew legislation for
bus/rail replacement

JUNE 21 Michas! Brown IC. Brigg &
Cleethorpes) asked what sction the Minis
tér wai tiking over the suggestion of the
Select Committee on Transport about bug
substitution for rail sarvices,

Mr. Ridley, in @ written reply, said it
wias not intended that BR should embark
on a programmi of major routs closures,
bt within the context of that policy ha
shared the Select Commitiee’s view that
“thare is a strong case for bus substitution
where existing rall services are making sig-
nificant operating losses snd whane buses
can provide travebens with a ressonable
slternative service at substantially bower
tﬂﬂ."

It was emsential to ghve travellars con-
fldenca in the contlnuity of substitute ser-
vices. BR should be responsible for pro-
widing the servioes. Any bus substitute e
wice must be of good quality, attractive,
guaranteed and, where nocessary, sub-
sicised,

BR chairman welcomed the idea and
had stressed that substitute bus ssrvie™
should be an integral part of the rail n.
work and protected by a closure procedune
comparable 1o that for rail services. The
axisting low was [nsdaquate for this pur-
pose. | have decided therefore 1o intro-
duce legislation &f the sarliest oppos-
winity.” Essential features of his propo-
sals were, first, that no bus substitute ser-
wice would be introduced before the exist-
Ing statuiory procedurs gowerning radl sar-
vice closure had been completed.

Secondly, whera BR considered a sub-
stitute bus would offer a practical alter-
native 1o the existing rail service and pro-
vide better value, it would make clear in
its closure proposal the intention to seek
provision of the bus service.

Thirdly, the substitute bus service
would be protected by a clofure proce-
dure similar 1o that for rall passenger sar-
wices, 50 85 to provide the safeguard for
continuity, Fourthly, if the bus service
could not be self-financing, it would be
subsidised through the grant to BR for
public service obligaticn.




150 light railbuses
100 DMUs on the way

JULY 17% Jack Straw | Lab. Blackbirn)
opened a debate on rail communications
in North-esst Lancaghire on the motion
for the adjoumment He said that the ser-
vices from Preston to Colne and the con-
necting servics from Blackburm to Man-
chester ware vital commuter links.

They still used diessl multiple units
{DMUs) that were first introduced in 1868,

Theey were well past their useful life, snd
becausas they were clapped cut the timings
had been extended. This maant that where-
o3 before the new timetable, Introduced
in May, 17 of the dally services from Man-
chester connected at Blackburn  with
trains to Colne, now only 10 did so; the
other seven often arrived two or thres min-
utes sfier the train from Blackbumn had
gan,
r will no longer accapt it if the pro-
blem is shuffied off 10 BR. The minister
~Aglds the purse strings. 'We need a pledge
m the Government that thode twe vital
ungs will have a long future and not be
subjected to Serpall cuts ™
Powr Pike (Lab, Bumnley) said thers
witi & great nesd for an improwemant in
the railway network in north-ssst Lan-
caihire. From Burnbey there was only one
trakn an hour 1o Preston, which ook over
an howr,

Mra Chalker replied that BR had plans
to rengw the entire flest of multiple unis
over the naxt few years and was working
on the investment “Since the beginning
of the year we hove approved invemtment
in 160 lightwelght ralibuses and 100 med-
fum-weight DMUs, together worth nearly
E50 million. Those vehicles ame for BR's
prowincial services, thowgh it will e for
BA 1o dacide whene they will be used.

“1 know that BR wishes to have four
further DMUE built in the near future. The

ASpvarnmant will do their bit to create the
sern and efficient rallway thay our
paople went Theds have boen problems
since the new timetable was introduced
in changing at Blackburn for Manchestor.
BR has received a number of complaints
and hat made sdpettments to the time-
table. Aevised times have been publicised. "
BR waz putting the operational difficul ties

E.C.M.L. to be electrified

JULY 30" archy Kirkwood (L/A Rox-
burgh & Berwickshire) asked for a state-
ment on electrification of the st coast
main lira,

Mr, Ridlay, in an extension of question
tirw, replied that he had comnsented to
slactrification of the line to Edinburgh via
Mowcastls, togother with the beanch 1o
Leeds, at @ cost of £306 million at 1983
pricas. A detsiled and rigorout appraizal
showed the proposal 1o ba ustified on its
financial merits.

Mr. Kirkwood said the decision had

baan taken the previcus Thursday but the
announcement had besn delayed till the

Monday, although it was the most impor-
tant Investment announcement for 26
yEare. 'Was [t true that BR expected to gat
a moal retwrn of 7% on the investment?
The Gowernmant had not contribated any
mionry. Would the incressa [n prodwectivity
be passed on fo passengers and freight
ugers, and would the Minister use his good
offices to ensure that the electrification
proposals ware implemented ot the Edin-
burgh end as wall @ the Landon end when
work started?

Investment showed a good return

M. Ricliey: When confronted with good
nows you can do nothing but cavil at the
way it is announoed. Somehow journalists
got hold of the story on Friday. To eries
of “leak™ he replied; “"Yes, thers was a
leak. It is pointess to deny it | confirm
that the project has passed & 7% test dis-
count rate, which is why it 5 commancial,
Your other questiond are matters for the
judgemant of BAR."

Swephen Dorrell [C. Loughborough)
said this welcoms decition showed that the
Government weore prepgamd to stand be-
hind good Investment propodals for BR,
Was it pot incumbant on management
and unicns in BR 1o daliver the goods they
prosmised?

Mr. Rigley saéd it should ba soen a5 a
triirmph for BR to have improved its pro-
ductivity to the point where it could maks
this investmant pay.

Robert Hughes {Lab. Aberdean Morth)
nsked what consideration had been given
1o extending electrification to Absndesn,

Mr. Ridiey said BR had not applied for
the further extension.

Or. Brian Mawhinoey |C. Peterborough]
thanked the Minister on behalf of his con-
stituents for his insistence on getting the
right proposals before acting.

Mr. Ridley sald increased sxpenditere
on infrastructure searmed to be cavilled at
by the Oppotition but not by Conssrva
thes

Merfyn Reex [Lab, Morley & Leeds
South] sadd that 1o wik about 8 bramch
line from Doncaster to Leeds was to done
igrate the most important city in York-
shire. Should there not be an electrified
link batwesn York and Leads?

Alexander Polfock (C. Moray ) said that
if this investrment was sucoessful, logically
they could look forward to further elect-
rification, sxtending to north-asst Seot-
land.

My, Rigley replied that the Governmant
approved this irmvestment & it showed a
good rate of return. This weuld eontinue
to be the criterion in deciding whother
further electrification was justified. ™| do
mat want it o be taken as a gresn light for
electrification averywhars.

Perer Smape |(Lab. West Bromwich
Esst]: "Why have we not ssen the infor-
city strateqy report, of which this propo-
il was merely a small part? Can you guar-
antes the future of raflwey workers at

York, Crewe and Derby " Would their fate
ba similar to that of the workers a1 Shik
don and Swindon who, despite being
praised for their productivity not so long
agn, had mow been given & ticket for the
dals gueus?

Mr. Riciey replied that the inter-city
strategy had bean recaived and sppeoved
and that BA would soon publish a copy,
which did not include commercially wen
sitive Information. | have not yel e
?I;-Ef!_fn board"s review of the future of

LT: fares ‘might need to rise’

JULY 30% Tony Banks (Lab Newham
narth-west) ssked what directives the Min-
mter had given to London Regional Tran-
sport about fares snd subsidies. 'Would
farez rige by 26% next vear, and would
there be a 21-million mile cut in bus mik
age, & B-milllon mile eut in undergrowund
milleage and a loss of 9.000 jobs?

Mr. Riclley: | utterly deny all the fig:
ures you have invented.”

Hugh Dykes (T, Harrow Easth askoed i
the Goswernment was snthusiastic o con-
throse the no-smoking ban,

M. Ridley: “As o smoker mysell, you
put ma In a cormer. | must rely on the
time-honoured minierial satement that
that is & matter fior the Board.™

John Cartweight (Lab. Woolwich Esst)
mhod 1 London Reglonal Tramsport
would be able to undertake the long-owvor-
due capital investment neocsssary to pro-
vide London with 8 modern, up-to-date,
afficient transport Bratem,

Mr. Ridiey said that one of the advan-
tages of baing able to reduce revenue sub-
sidies by half during the next thres years
was that more mongy would be available
for capital investment, therefore impeoe-
ing the system.

Tionhy Jossed (G, Twickenham) said that
a5 the buses and tubes no longer belonged
1o the GLC, would he ask the Chairman
of LAT to taks down the black posters
that said "GLC working for London™ and
replace them with red ones eaying "GLE
wiwking for Moscow.”

Mr. Ridlgy sald the posters arose out of
& contract between LT as it was and the
GLC "If you would Ilke 1o enter into &
coniract to adveriise on the buses, the
EhiTmm of LRT would be happy to dis-
=T )

Mipe! Spearing (Lab. Mewham South)
saked il the Minitter agreed with a report
in the Standard that Mrs. Chalioer has said
fares would rise by 0%, The Chairman of
LAT had said that under his direction it
would be necessary o reduce the numbsr
of jobs by 6,000,

Mr. Ridley roplied that he should not
rewd hesdlines without reading through 1o
the words used, Mrs. Challer had sald that
although fares might need to rise roughly
in line with inflation, thene might have 1o
e an initial adjustment.




Aemains of cow at crash scana

JULY 31* Me. Mirched made a state-
mant on the previous evening's fatal sccl-
dent in Scotland, in reply to o private no-
tlce question from Marry Ewing (Lab. Fal-
kirk East).

He said that 13 passengsrs were killed
when the 17.30 Edinburgh to Glesgow
train was dersiled one mile to the west of
Polmont station, A further 41 pessengoers
and three rallway staff wera taken to hos-
pltal. Twenty-aight people were stll de-
tained next morning, ineluding the drivar.
An inspecting offlcer of railways meported
next morming that the remains of & cow
warn close to the point of the inltial de-
railment Neither he nor BR enginesrs
found ary fault with the track. An inguiry
would be held in public and it report
would be publizshed,

Mr. Ewing urgad that any recommends-
tions emerging from the publie inguiry
should be implermented a5 guickly s poss-
ible, to ensure that such a tragedy was not
o be ropeated in another part of the
country.

Aichae! Hurst |C, Strathkelvin & Baar-
sdan] uwrped that &5 & matter of urgency
BR should undertake a survey of track-
side Tencing, so that stray animals did not
coma on to the track in future.

Malcolm Bruee |L/A Gordon] sasd that
& train passing along a ling shortly bafore
the crish saw o panic-stricken cow thers,
but, for reasons that were not clear, wal
not able to communicate the fact to the
other train. Would the Minister ensure
that this aspact was investigated?

Derni Cangvan (Lab. Falkirk West)
saad that at such times wo appreciate the
essential nature, value and capability of
the Mational Health Servica and the mag-
nificent dedication of its workers

M. Mitchail agreed.

Safety alement in push-pull working

Or. Norman Godman [Lab. Gresnock
& Port Glasgow) sasd he wes & formar
commauter on the line and two years ago
wad on & Glasgow=Edinburgh train when
It collided with a goods train near Lindith-
gow. Injuries then were but 8 few bumps
and bruises. “"My guestion relates to BR's
elsim to transport paitengard from ong
city centre to another in & very short time.
Perhaps such strict timetabling places
hoawy demands not only on employses,
but on what might prove to be ageing loc-
amatives and rolling steck. | hope thoss
conducting the inguiry will axaming those
fears, if only 1o allay them.”™

Mr. Mitchell waid thess matiers would
be coversd by the inguiry: rail we the
safeat method of travel in this country.

Robert Adiey (C. Christchurch) ashed
it the Minister was pware that the same
method of operation (pushing from the
back) was used on the Waterloo — Wey-
mouth ling, “Investigation is regquired as

to whether this is the cause of any prob-
lems. Finally, we should never forgat that
BR has & magnificent safety record, and
that more people ane killed daily on the
ropds than were killed wyestorday in
Falkirk.”

My, Mitchel replied that the same typa
of propulsion was used on several lines
and thers had been no reporis of accidents
associated with it before.

Peter Snape (Lab. West Bromwich East)
invited the Minister to comment further
on the safety sspects of high-speed push-
pull operation — especially in the light of
the carnage of this uniguely horrific scci-
dent, companed with the lack of injuries
and wirtually no damage to rollingstock
at Morpath, when a locomative was pull-
ing the train.

1f the snimal that caused the sccident
wad on the line dus to vandalizm, weuld
thve Minister undertake a nationwide cam-
paign sgaindd vandalism snd trespass on
BA property?

Mr. Mimchel! replied that the safety ele
ment in push-pull rolling stock would be
fully considered. As to the comparison
with other sccidents, the rodling stock was
totally different from that at Morpeth,
and no direct comparison could be drawn
He agreed about the dangers that flowed
from vandalism and trespass, snd if lossans
arcee fram that in this case, they would be
fil b L.

Anxiety about derailments

AUGUST 1*  John Mcohéiam {Lab
Bimydon] asked about a train derailment
near Mewcastle which occured on the
maming of the last day before the sum-
mer recedd — o day given 1o adjournment
time" — debates on proe-armanged subjects.
He was given permission 1o raise “such &n
imporiant issee.”

Mr. Aialey said that at B.BG that momm:-
ing tha 7.45 Leads—Edinburgh high speed
train became derailed near Tyne yard sig
nal box south of Newcastle. Initial reports
were that of 200 passangers 26 had been
injured. Mona of the injuries were be-
lieved 1o be serious.

The train was formed of eight passangas
coaches with a power coach at sach end,
and was travelling over the 40 mph slow
line whan the derailment ocoured. Six
paEssanger coaches and G Power Car wne
dergiled: one of the coaches was on ity
side, snother down an mm “'I:
is too sarly to give any indica
couss of the duiil':llmt. I shall ask the
railway Inspectorate to institute an in-
quiry™,

Jokn Prescort (Lab. Kingston-on-Hull
East} expresssd anxiety about the num-
ber s causes of dersilments. He hoped
the Minister would consider soricuwsly the
rageort of tha Inspoctor and the amount of
money baing spent on track and main-
tnance.

HOUSE OF LORDS

MAY 17 During the committes stage of
the London Regional Transport Bill, our
friend (and Vice-President] Lord Jenkins
of Putney voted in feour of smendments
seeking to modify the Government's pro-
posals for setting up London Regional
Transgsort, 30 that the new body would ba
adequately Tunded to snable concessions
to pensioners and the disabled to be con-
tiniend ot the current level,

(Subsequently im the Commons the
Govarnment was persusded to let these

is that of the sast coast route sloctrifics
tion, bt in the view of Mr. Nigel Spearing
Labout MP for Newham South, othar very
significant dewelopments &re in tha offing.
If the metropolitan counties ame to be
abolished, how will the passenger trans-
port ewecutives (PTEs) be controlled?
This, he suggested to me, and plans for
“working together” between LT and BR
under the new London Reglonal Trarsport
are subjects to be carefully watched.

Because of the cutward movement of
Lendon's population, he ssid rush hour
ion on the tubei and commuter
lires 4 less modey than formerly, no MBTHER
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London regional rall network has lang”
ficed costs, of how much it
used, Henoe value of extonding the
availability of travel cards 1o all London
lines, and at the sams time & new and
better all-London rall map wes badly
nepced.
A Pear whote railway interests are also
in the London area is Lond Jen-
kins, who talis me ha is always on the side
aof the railways, having been an ald friend
of “Manty"™ Banks, our late President. Ho
would like to have besn more successful,
ha says to opposing the transfor of LT to 8
new authority, and hopes to have better
luek in, &t very beast, modifying the legis-
lation proposed to put an end to the GLC
and Metropolitan counties.
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