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FIRST THE BAD NEWS ••• 

B .R. - t .be big sell-off! 
Scrap by rail: action needed 
Barmouth Viaduct under attack 

• • • AND NOW THE GOOD liEWS! 

Derbyshire .funds rail ·opening 
Newcastle's new Metro opens 
Traffic increases in Lancashire 
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Chairman's letter 
Doar __ H~rrtber, 

ehte d ' to P.~ ... li~m:ne:tt'Y short, but .important Rill was - p r ee-
. u.. " ~ recent! b . · · " " 

ive M.P • .for North D~ Y · Y Tony . Speller, Conse.rya t-
. - " von Unf' t1 

. . P.~rliamentary time it 1 • d . or mately, due to lack of 
to re-ii.nf;:r.octJice it :J-n th~s:e;t Hr Speller, _however, hopes 
him and ()romi~'<£>d ·the S l t t Sees~on and I have s een 

. . - .... - . . . . oc a _ Y s f'ull support. 
The Bill wou.ld enable H R t . - . . 

- vice on an exi s ting f'reigt:t-:~e-instate a pas senner ser
period wlthout hnv:l.ng to 

0 
th Y line for an eltperi mental 

time c o n suming ·r u c C « r o u gh t h e E>Xpe n si v e a nd 
experimen t pr oved ~~;u.:c~ro.f~eldu;r.• o a s e eond t inre i t the 

· ~· =SS U • 

Mr S pel l er argue s that ( 1 ) t l i . 
no thi n g , ( 2 ) wil l add f'loxib;l~twill coe _t tho Gov errunnnt 
( J ) wi ll encourage rail r t h y t o Britieh Ra.i..l rmd 
c arringo o £ peo ple . . 1 a . e r t h an road £or the b u lk 
Oevon o r in commut i :nP• r t icu l..arly i n lJo l.:t.day a r eas l ike N. 
o1· ·fuel will bocorn~ g nrieas where cost and availab:J.li f;y 

- · an n crHasin .,.. ·prob.lem 
Wh "' • e n, v i th two coll eag u es I mot t 
r e tnry t o the M:l 1 t · ' - ,he Pnrl:l.amentary Sec, 
we· raised t hH q;:;:s:i:;;:- :~ ~ran~port, Kenneth Clarke M.P. 
a nd M:x· Clarke o ould s e <> n o overmne.nt l!'IUpport :for the Dill 
si;and t hat sin~e our m;et i ruatheon f'or objaet:ton . I under ... 
9 - - ng . o 1-fi.ni ster Mr. F ·l h x pressed appro ·val of' tJ 1 _, . · • - ow. or , as 

t e f' .. oa contained :J.n the Oil l 
Thi s -wi ll b e an i mpor t an t it . . • 
Rnil Users ' G ·.em to discuAs at o ur n ex t 

' - ·' "roup Conf'crenc e ( s 9 19) 
time I urge a ll o u r member~· t " 0 P • but; in t he mean-
off'orts and write to their M o publ i els9 Mr Speller ' s 
t h i s ·vary i mportant moas ur ip~ $eelc:lng thQir support f'or 
s os s:Lon -. e u the next pA.rllament.a ry 

A query has b aon raise-d ·th t th 
a railway pass-enger ~e i a e B:l. l l will _ nnHul that if' 
ne-ve r be a '1." (·, c 'c I 1

_ -v ce i. 6 rein~'! ta t~d thoro nned 
• '• · • ' • Ttq uiry t o ith 1 c ould , how«Jv <>r· ·-~ C( ·

1 
w . · (.rav i.t. ThlR n o int 

~ -. 1 V~ >VP.I'(~< by ' t r 
a s ta t Pd time ( "'"Y ., " .... ) · · reJ.na R t:J.n g f;h e servi.ee ·for 

~ - ~ y~ars art er h" ~ ~t v i t hdrawn without •rof · · th · ·w l .C n :.. could no t b o 
I ..- "' ne · rough ·t h e T u " c d - ._ it vas succosl'ii'u J B · - • • '-' • • • Jlroce ure., 
t o c ont:hnH, .i_ t ~ :fto~n~ tt" R • would u nt.loub t <9d l Y be inclined 

- l<f' P. l!:perltn•~n ·tal p4'lrind~ 
There is nothiog t~ b 1 t 
e f'f'o rts anct e.,;.e;ytilf.rt; t~s be by s u pp..,rting ~1r Sp elh·r ' ~ 
.is a dml1and f'f'r re t . ,ga ined i n are~~t where the·t-f! 

• . E'f oratlon o f' a r a -il p<tl'H'"ngPr ~~:r-vic e ~ 

YourR <!! ln c e r1•ly 

n.v.nank!il 

B.R: THE BIG SELL -OFF! J 

Are the latest proposals to sell of~ the more pro~it
able assets o~ B .R. a symptom of the f ·inancial malaise 
wbich now besets the industry or is it purely a p<>li.tical 
move to satisfy the tenets of Tory dogn~a? Signifi.cantly, 
as we saw :Ln the last :issue (p.6) B.R. made an operational 
surplus :in 1979 of £70.2m. but af'ter paying interest and 
other financial charges this was ~educed to a net loss o~ 
£4oo,ooo. Of' the subsidiaries which it is proposed to sell 
of'f, Sealink made a profit lust year o~ £14m. of' which 
£7.6m., vent towards financ:itag n.R's oth-er activities, 

~lst the f'tgures f'or British Transport Hotels and the 
p erty Board were £0.)m. and £20.)m. respectively. Only 

.R.Hovercra~t made a loss, making it a · less attractive 
proposition to private investors. 

Within this scenario B.R. will: hav-e to make a decision 
within the next 2 months whether to impose a f'ur ·ther f'are 
:inc:11ease on top of' the 20<1> rise in January if' it is not to 
overshoot the cash limit of' £7.50m. set by the Govex;nment 
this year by up to £50m. What then will happen to the in
come which it would otherwise derive i:C the above assets 
are sold of'f? Will the Government ste~ in and meet the 
dif'f'orence? In the present financial climate clearly N01 

Apart :f'rom the f'inancial implications of' the p;roposed 
sell-ofT what will be the effect on such services as Sea
link which is at present a vital link in the British and 
Continental rail syt'ltems? If :it fell into the hands of 
one of' its r:ivals would its operations be fragmented, a 
move which could be particularly serious ln East Anglia? 
Keith Wickended H.P. - one of' Hrs. Thatcher's favoured 
sons of' the Conservative Party - and Cha.irman of' !-'uropean 
Ferries L t d., has already been reported in the "East Ang
lian Daily Times" to be studyi.ng ·the proposa.te with some 
interest. 

Nevertheless :it is the financial needs of the rail-
.. :-ays which are most pressing for e ·ver since 1975 l:I.R. has 
been forced to peg the level o~ support to passenger ser
vices which cannot b e justified on conm1eroial grounds to 
the level of' that year in real terms through P.s.o.Grant. 
Last year this came to £.5)0111. out of' a posslble total . of 
£.544m. What, however, happens to the amount of this ·grant 
wbiclt it does no ·t spend, wh.ich ~ince 1976 has amounted to 
£1lJ7m. Two-thirds in fact is kept by the Government while 
the remaining third is transferred to its resex-ves but 
under Treasury and Transpor-t Department regulations :it can
not use this 1110ney to finance urgent inv9stment needs. In 
a recent speech to the N.U.R. Conference in Guerns~y, Sir 
Peter Parker · o"bjected to being subject to such restrict
ive ca~h limits and ~aid "we have got to got these rules 
sensibly changed, but while we have thom w~ have got to 
live by them." · 
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Meanvbi.le J.n it 
Jlouse of" Co s recent report i'or 1979/80 * the 
that bus an:n*;n:l.Seloct Conl.tll.ittee on Transport concluded 
and f'ares l.ike~ tservices vill be seriously threatened 
changes its 

1 
y 0 rise steeply unless the Governmo11 t 

tries Gove!o ic!es to the nationalieed transport indus
erati;n of" in::o~ p~ojecttons of" increased internal gen
f'inance i.n the !ar~~ 1 ;~~ds and reduced reliance on public 
cribod by the Committ 8 by B.R. and the N.B.C. were dos
less ve also ~ccept t:eta: "very di1."1."icult to accept, un
and that .prices and ch:r e he raxage .. of' services vill :fall, 
increased heavily. g 8 to customers vill have to be 

Tlto Chairman of' the Comml ~te 
also stated recently that th G e, Tom Bradley M.P., ha 
a signif'icant improvement inethov;~nmont•a expectation o 
B.R. and the N B C , . e nancial perf'orNance of" 
ing. On rail • i~ • appeared to be based on vishf'ul think
vhilst trans -~rt ip~rticular, the Committee noted that 
other nation!lised n i~:~rios have been less hard hi ·t than 
is targeted t . . stries in govermnent squeezes~ BR 
1982 o cover two-thirds o:f its depreciation in 
its Ch:~;:::e: with only a third in 1978, at a time ~hen 
raised by at i!!!ttj:!! the leve.l or investment must be 

· · ' '"'7" just to replace worn out assets. 

( 
l!.'v. en now the :first rail closures are b~i t d 

Epp:l.ng - on . Gl · ., ng moo e 
Clayton West g::~ Sh:;~~:l; Kilrualco1m; Hudders .field -
the local authorities a - Penistone) and all because 
them rinancially T tre no longer p:rpeared to support 
vices vh:l.ch may ;lsooha!ese must be added 40 or more !!!er-
unless the G . e to be considered f"or closure 
ancial suppo;;ern;ent a~d/f."or L.As provide increa~ed r:i.n-
" s b " . • . o nruc o.r M:a:' Fowl er • s prondso of' no 

u !'ltantial raJ.l closures. Even Sir Peter p k h 
roceutl}- gone on record as saying that som~ ar ::r as 
z·ail services may have to be :re secon ary 
cept vhich is still b i . placed by buses, a con-
management in acad~mi: ~a::pp~~~dce? bly !!lenior railway 

... re es. 

bracei!t:=~~sf'there!ore that the Society will have to 
apply the know;~d= ou:h time in the early 1980e and to 
acquired during tit: ::ec~:e:!!:e r~~ch its f"orrunners 

~ s
1
econd Report o:f the Tra~~sport Committee, seesion 

979 80. (House of' Commons Papers 57J HMSO £2.75) 

JIIWI t&~ m"" :tfAW' R.b.s tit yrt? 
(See MEMBERS ONLY SUPPLEMENT p.2) 

With this issue ... "H.O. SUPPMNT" "IN PAJU,.• 

) 

WHAT THE SOCETY SAl> 1011£ MINSTER 
As the Chairman ~s already explained (p.2) repres

entatives of' RDS had a 1t hour meeting, on 4th Ju.ne, with 
Kenneth Clarke, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the Minis
try of' Transport and a number of' his senior civil servants. 
With him were Dr Michnel Caton, Vice-Chairman and Stevo 
Wilkinson, Chairman o:f the East Anglian Brancho 

Wh:ilet the Society was heartened by Mr Fowler's recent 
statement on closures concern vas expressed at the apparent 
lack o:f :finsince to replace the existi.ng l:l:fe-exp:Lred rolling 
stock. Hr Clarke stressed that the Department cctnsi4ered the 

~eas contained in the C. T. C. C' s repor.t on l~v cost rail ways 
ee R.D.N. No.6, p.)-4) were well worth pursuing and had 

asked ·a.R. to investigate them. Experiments were also to be 
carried out on the East Suf'i'olk Line vlth the pr~~otype lig
htweight DMU and also the installation of' eoJI8 radio-coJ:J.trol 
systems. · 

He emphasised that there vas a l~it to the amount or 
investmen·t and public subsidy that could be made available 
to :nationalised :l.ndustrie~ agreed that B.R. had not put 
much ef."fort into promoting the OPS so:rVices but thought: 
there Rl.ght be a change o:f emphasis now the Govern~~~ent had 
made its policy clear. · 

The Society's attitude to Tony Speller's Bill has al
ready been explained and vo asked the Department ror its 
backing and .f'or the Govermaent to provide addi tiom\l :f'uDds 
to implement .re-opening schemes. Whilst he could see cer
taitl dif'f'icul ties in eOJile schemes Mr Cla:rke saw no geneW. 
objections and wat'l generally sYJUpat4etic to the Bill. 
Nevertheless it -was primari.ly a matter f'or B.R. and the 
County Councils had a de.fin:t.tive role to play in assessing 
the transport needs o:f their area.s. Whilst the Departmen·t 
could not take the initiative it could provide support to 
.interested County Councils through Transport Supplementa.ry 
·rant. 

On the suggestion tha·t tax concessions, similar to 
those available to users o:f company cars, should be made 
availal.lle to oompani.es who paid the f'a.res of' their Em~plo-y
ees, to incroasn the passenger carrying potontial of". rail, 
Mr Clarke ~:~aid this vas more a matter :for the 'l'reasury. Ho 
stressed tl\at the Govt. had taken a number o:f steps which 
had :increa.~ed th.e cost o.f' car usage but that :further prop
osal.<'! to tax company cars bad met vith considerable oppos
ition and bad theref."ore been dror)r~ed. · 

J:n considering B.R's costing •nethods the Society con
sidered that i.neuff'i.c:leJlt account was takon of' contributory 
revenue and the Minister rtlcognised, as did B.R., that its 
present sys·t-e111 was not per:feet and improveme.nts w~re being 
sought al1 the ·time, especially vi th the development of' an 
avo:i.dablo costing system., 
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On the subject o.f .freight services the Society wanted 
to see the maximum amount carried on the railways and asked 
that the Government give .financial inducements to this end, 
in particular by enlarging th~ scope G.f Sec. 8 Grants. The 
position o.f the China Clay industry (mentioned elsewhere in 
this issue) was typical and the Society urged that the pre
sent procedure .for obtaining .permission to establish now 
rail .fa.cili t:l.es should be expedited. Mr Clarke agreed that 
rail was ideally suited to ·transport bulk materiale and 
pointed to the success o.f D.R's Speedlink services. The 
Board did, however, have a commercial remit .for their .fre
ight business and it was not open to the Government to sub
sidise it. 

Finally on the subject o.f level crossings the Society 
asked whether a contribution .from the Department's road 
budget could be allocated .for their maintenance and const
ruction, particularly as the increased use o.f modern li.ft
ing barriers had a cost/bene.fit advantage to road users. 
As they already received grant aid under EEC Regulat.ions 
and the Department• s budget was already severely cons·tr
ained tbe Mi.nister considered that there was little 11tore 
the Government could do other than pursue with JJ.R. its 
existing plan to replace older manual crossirtgs with auto
matic ones, but no .firm programmo had yet been agreed. 

On the whole it·. was considered that the meeting gave 
a use.fttl opportunity .f'or the Society to get its views ac
ross and the Chairman thanked the Minister and his sta.f.f 
.f'or .f'inding time to meet the delegation. 

Mysterious wall of silence 
Considering the serious environmental and road sa.fety 

problems that will occur' if' 4 million tonnes o.f scrap metal 
travels by road, in!'.lltead o.f rai.l, in the 1980s a mysterious 
wall o.f silance seems to prt,vail about obtaining a solution ) 
to the matter. 

In East Anglia alone there are 7 depots belonging to 
a well-established company - the largest o.f these is based 
at Snailwell, near Ne~arket. In 1977 a £26J,~>O Sec.S 
Grant was rnade avatlable to help tbelll :tncrease tho capacity 
o.f the rail terminal which is o.ff' the Bury St. F.dmunds to 
Ely line. When i .t wa s announced the D. TJ,• sai d "This grant 
is being made which will signi.fi.oantly improYe the' env:iron
ment by reducing the 'flow of' heavy veh),cles between Snail
wel.l and Rotherham, Scunthorpe, Sbof'.field, Norwich, Sheer
nese and Shot·ton." 

The .firm process scrap by d:i.f.ferent methods the 1st 
being the Sh~a:r. process. Snai.lwell :is the 1-argest · Shear 
plant in Europe, producing about 200 tons each day ~n 2. or 
) di.t'.fer ent rjua.l:ities. There is also the Lu noi S hoar pro
cess which produced a spec:ialised shear~d scrap s tt:l tab~:h 
.for small .t'oundri es, a nd tht' F·ragmenta t .t.on pro{~Ot'lS • 111h .J. · . 
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is distributed to DSC and f'oundrie~ on the continent. 
This process turns out about 11.000 tonnes per :five day 
week and is largely handled through Lowesto.ft Docks. At 
present steel going out o.f the yard is s~nt whenever poe
eible by rail and Snailwell has its own extensive sidings. 
This type of' operation is slmilar to others throughout the 
country and obviously welcomed by RDS and the gcn~rnl puttlic. 

We would want to see this method ex.panded rather than 
decline. Yet, there is a possib:l.li ty that; in the not too 
~ustant .futur«:> this ~ould happen. The 16 ton mineral wagon 
fleet iB being withdrawn gradually by D.R. and fltloJI there 
~ou.ld be none le.ft at all • . Prototype wago·ns of' approx. 50 
ons have been produced and run experimontally in recent 
:mths and the Bri tlsh Scrap Federation are vet.Y concerned 

that no .firm decision has be~n made by those in author! ty 
to order thesn (or any other type ot' wagon.) D.R. has a gr
eed to reduce the scrapping rate o.f the current .fleet f'or 
the time being but the situation could still become very 
tH!rious .ln the not too •1:istant .future. 

Whil5t no f'i.rm .figures are avaiiahle it if.ll believed 
·that Uu~re :l!'l a po~s .ihi.li ·ty o .f up to l~nr. tonnel'l o.f' scrap 
which could 'be ava:ll a blq .f'or· moving by r!lil in tbo 1980s 
~o the tranl'!.fer o:f tbi.~ ·t.ra..f:fic to road would cr"ate tre
mendous problems :l.n many ways • (the Ecli. tor has alr·eady had 
the expe't"J.ettce o:f nar bonnets t'alllng of:f a heavi.ly l.aden 
sct:ap .lorry between Sturnps Cross and Newmarket) and the 
writer has bad correspondence wl.th the BSF, private wagon 
manu.facturnre, :f:J.nauce houses and British Rail and, whi.lst 
!;hey aJ.l adtn l t the n e ed f'or investment in this type o.f 
wagon th~ problem, in a nutshell, j_s "'WHO PAYS?" Mean
\ol'hil*ll J.t. Lo; to be hope~l that until n dec.ision i.s made, BR 
w:i.U continuA to control th~:i.r l!tcrapping pol.i.cy o .f vacuum 
and unbreked H) ton m1nern1 wagons, and the Hrt t ish Steel 
Corporation dU'lst 1'rom their a.l .i.eged pol:lcy o.f using thetlt 
a.s a. i'orm o:f etorn ge ..: thus releal"ing more wagons into 
the .~•1pply cyc;.Le • 

, According tn lnt'()t"lJta ti.on given •t s -th~ r"' a r"' ample 
funde. wh:i.ch could he .ma de ava.il abl.e f or hi r e, h la s:i.ng or 
d .i .rect purchase JJ f n e w r a il wagvus .'\nd th i~ mu~ t be pur
s ued f'or t.v o reas·~·n~ :-

{I } I n viAw uf' the e-nvironmenta l "lnd r<.:md s afety 
p r oblems and loa s of revonue -to O.R. it J.s vital that 
th:ll'J tr.t;t f.f i <) bP. re I; a ined on the rail Wfl 'Y s .. 

( 2 ) A programma ·ror the roa nu.fa c t:ur o or "Wa gons will 
grea..tly "'ss .i :-;~t the- f~w remaining priva.te seeto:r• build
~r$ in thll'l country and provide the uet~essary inject
ion ot· work needed tn at·eas of' hi g h uuemploym.,nt. 

'fhe Soc :Lety has the re.fo.ro il!lsued a t•rlfi i!J.s release 
urging the Gove:rnment 0 BR a nd all pa rties invol-ved to 
t ake URGENT a c t i on to .finance l.'epl.a c emQnt wagotls. 
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~taly - Here We Coae ~ Me d direct rail groupage serv 
Danzas have recently introduce aoity ~errY wagons are lo
icee to :Italy • 50-ton h;g~ c~:go Transit t:l.m9 ~or t~e 
aded weekly in London & e i~e da;s - about 'the curren . 
latto~· to Chiasso is onlY ~ to deliver a parcel ~ro• 
time taken for United Ca!~ie~s roadl 
the Midlands to East A.nf;.a .. dl y 

, Merseyside count;.y Eo-
erica to Europe via Liverpool - mmissioned a report 

~omic DevelopMent Collllllit::•th~~: ;:xrt of: Liverpool reaps 
to find ways of ensuring a d Channel TUnnel. The prel
some benefit from the propose 1 is in a per~eot position 
imin&rY report states "Liverp~:va with North and Central " 
to bocoee Europe's western ga d dylnto the heart o:f Europe. 

i tra~fic being railroa e AJner can .... 
RD5 delegation met Xenneth 

Red Tape to be cut? When the ressed concern at the 
Clarke at the o.·rp. recently, we exp ared to be taking to 
very long ti.me that Sac. 8 G:r.an~~s~~iot and County council 
:fl.nd their way through Parish, ac that seems to ox
"red tape" and a11 the other bur~au~r i~g to expedite plan
ist. We were told that the DoE . si ~y in respect of ind
ning application procedures, espec a. 
ustrial. developments. 

larke also tol<l the delegation 
SPE!:'DL:INK praised - Mr C encouraging signs • This has 
that Speedli.nk was showin~ dlink advertisements in the ad 
been borne out by recent i~::ore t;td,. t Young ·Tranl!lport a 
:f'r(>ight;ing press wh~r~ Ra :raisP.o for the serrlce··· Fast 
Wm Gory &. Son we.re iu11 of p . t . 1 reliable overnight 
-tr~nsit times, cotBputeri.eed o~:~:nt. '.l'b.ere ie no doubt 
services a,lll drew f'alfOU1•able i ta1 :l;ole tn ·tlt.e IIIIOVl!l'•ent o:f 
that SPEEDL:IMK V~ll play a v 
freight in tlle t'uture. ' 

. China Clays' which provide 
CORNI..SH threat? EngU.sh o:f Cornwall, may ha-ve to 
·a.R. with 9lf~ of its freigh: -~~t400 wagonl!l wld.cb are )0 
trans:fer its -tra:f'fie to road I~ tlliil! traf'~ie is lost to 
years old canno·t be replace • . . c~I!Jsi.ons to the West 
rail there could of: course be repe~:f course have a large 
Country passenger tra:l.n~h E.c.c.. oup (western Express 
road haulage company withi~ t::~~ ~ni.tored c .loeely by 

.Haul~e) a ·nd the position :Ls glocal R.epresentative. 
the Freight; Sttb-Cotm\littee and our 

he :first quarter of' 1980 
4~ :increase at L:IFI -:- . :In !e rted a r.~J1> inor_eatte in 
con.stant:in,e Tensinals Ltd. t tJS r.o:l.lities at tbe London 
tbe t.tni. ts handled through :1. (s-tra-tf:ol'(!) as aga:l.net the 
International. Freight ~e~ina~ 
eorr.eepooding period :f'or 1979" 

) 
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Siding Plan aa .. ed So•e time ago, Cadbury Schweppes 
were involved in a p.lanning application which would have 
entailed the removal o~ the siding at their Riston Jam/ 
Jelly £aoeory and replacing it with an access roadl Histon 
Parish Counci1 and the RDS East Anglian Branch objected 
strong.ly to this via South Cambs • • n.c. and the application 
was subsequently withdrawn. During this year's •marmalade 
season" more Transf:esa wagons than ever berore reached th• 
factory carrying orages direct £rom the groves in Spain & 
Sicily. Recent new tra:ffic has· included fruit pulp ~roaa 
Italy and glass jars fro• Rqck ware. If: the siding bad 
b,een removed and wagons terminated at c·ubridge, then un-

,aded and carted to His~on for the final part o/ their 
..~ourney, one is tempted to think that i!he traffic.may wel1 
have soon been lost to rail altogetherl 

AMA stil1 doing nothing The Association of Metropol
itan Authorities study report on the Intor:face o:f Road & 
Rail Freight has stil.l not seen the light of day despite 
a pr0111ised publication date of' Autumn 1979. 

RUBBISH The Joint Greater London Counoil/London Brick 
Co., scbeme for the conveyance-of household rubbish direct 
from Brentfo.rd and lfendon to the worked-out pits at Stew
artby in Bedfordshire prompted an .Anglia TV. docu•entary 
whiob subsequently rece:lved favourable comments in the nat
ional, local and trade press. BBC subsequently put out a 
similar news item on tbe scheme :for Apple:ford in Oxon. 

Glass for Reoycl.ing bf Rai1 Following news or the 
success o:f this type of traffic in West Germany, corresP
ondence has been going on with the glass industry, B.R., 
L.As., etc., United Glass are investigating this type or 
traffic at Oxf'ord and Killiebank whilst Rockware have just 
started to use their Knottingly sidings. A further scheme 
eihg ' •onitored is the Norfo.lk C.C./Red£ern one in Norwich 
d.eh, i:f succossi"ul, · may be extended to King's Lynn. · 

Coal Traf'fic Lost to Road Up to J,OOO tons o~ coal 
previously, carried by road from the Wood·ville Disposal 
Po.int, near Swadl ingco te in Leices tersllire, :ls now going 
b7 ra.il - muoh of it to Drakelow Power Station. 

Mud on the Rails An W'l.ttsual traffic ~or rail is th..e 
latest Freightliner contract for carrying mud excavated at 
Ryder Point, in Derbyshire, which i.s carri.ed by road ( 1de) 
to Freightliner terminals at either Manchester o~ Derb~
for rail carr:iage to Aberdeen. From there the mud is con
veyed by FL lorr:les to the Dresser Mineral Company's Plant 
at Greenbazlk for use in North Sea. dr:1.lling ·operati:oiiUI and 
100 tons will be carried daily for the next tvo years. 
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BREL hel.p BLUE CIRCLE British Rail Engineering Ltd., 
have just boon award(}d a contract worth nearly £Jm. tio 
build 100 cement wagons f'or Blue Circle Industries. The 
wagons are the two axle type with a gross laden weight of' 
.51 tonnes w:lth a 37 tonnes payload. ..This · brings to 488 
the total no. of' wagons ordered f'rom BREL by Blue Circle. 

Another Massive Sec,B G:rant for Sootl.and Roche Prod-
uct;s, the Swiss-owned Phannaceutica.l company who are buil
ding a new £ t 40m • vitamin tt C '' plant at Dalry in Ayrshire 
have roc~ntl:y 'been avarded · a Grant of' £1.2m. towards thu 
construction of' a private siding. The rail link is essen
t-ial. to cope with more ·than 200,000 tonnes of' f'roigh·t tra
f'f'ic which vill be required to keep the plru1t opex·ating 
when it is completed next year.. The total cost of' the 
Roche sidings ru~d rail l~nk is £2.7m., including a new 
bridge over the River Garnock and extenflive handling f'ao
ilities to cope with coal f'rom a local. pit and also che
tn:icals, including caustic soda aJtd eulphuric acid. 

Energy for future transpori-Francb va)'lle 

· In a caref'ult orderly and very readable analysis o:f 
the problem of diminishing oil reserves and tb~ :need f'or · 
research and investmen·l: in alternative soul·ces o .r energy, 
Franc:f.s Vayne surveys all known aspects nnd opt:f.one bef
ore hoJa:f.ng in convincingly on the urgency o::f electrif'·ying 
and expanding our rail network .. 

"It is most important - he writes - that the problem 
should be ·tackl.ed nowL Too much complacency. ha.s been gen
erated by hope~ that an unpleasant dilemma 1-till go away, 
or that some new technical miruol.e w:ill save UtH" 

Along with many otber supposed soul.t:lon$ to the pro
blem he deals with one in which the Director General of' 
t:he A.A. recently p.laced his :faith - liqu:ld :fuel from 
coal - but he shows that any lBrge scale use of' "syno~tde" 
would put an almo~Jt intolerable strain o.n the world* s coal 
industry;. on· world reserves of coal; on the availability 
of' capital; on other coa1 based induetriee and "on the 
pockets of a:ny consumer o:f syncrude" {having regard to 
tho var.ious interactions the price at Um putnp o .f' which 
would be at least £5 a gallon.) 

RDS members vill, :r. am sure agree with Hr Wayne t s 
basic conclusions and will find this book (with its ex
tensive and meaty appC>ndiees) f'u11 of' usef'ul amnnmi t:lon 
in arguing the p.ro-rail case • 

The booklet has 80 pa.goe, costs £1.75 and . is obtain
able f'.rom the Scottish Associat10n f'or Public Transportr-

11)1 West Regent Streett Glas.gow11 G2 2RU 

REGIONAL NOTES 
LON[J(JI\J & HDIVE CXJ...NTIES 

Muoh has happened since our last report. Not the 
least is the mounting opposition to the withdrawal of' 
rail passenger serv:i.ces, by LT., between Epping &: Ongar. 
Once more the campaign is being spearlteaded by battling 
sohoo~master, ~on Dames of' Ongur. The Branch has lodged 
n ::formal objection and set up n Sub-oomrd.ttee, i:ri.cluding 
Vice~Chairman, Dr. M.P.L.Caton and Dr Frank Tomlins of 
Chingf'ord who has been attlend:Lng the regular meetings o:C 

. the EppJ.ng'Central ·Line lJ1.1ers' Committee. Historry w:l.ll 
·peat itself' on 16th September when ttr Dames hopes to 
..11 the hall of Great Stoney Schoo1, in Ongar, , f'or a 

campaign meet.ing. So strong has been the opposltion 
·tbat L.T. may have to po.etpone the closure tmti.l a Pub
lic Inquiry hae been he1d. 

On the rllcently modernised and extended "Linkl.ino" 
( Ca.mden Road - North Woolvich) Ques:f:ionnaiz•ee have been 
$Rt out to nearly 100 local employers, tenants' groupe 
and other local orgao-isat:ions and by -the time members 
receive this report the results of' the Survey of' Local 
Opinion should .have been published or be near:f.ng comp
letion. 

Whilst the .Ashford. - Hastings line has not received 
much atteu.tion si.nce the beginning of' the year consider
a.tion is being given to a fur·ther Survey o .f Local Op:tn• 
ion - sinli.la.:r to that described above - a1so vith a vit'nol 
to the f'ormntion of' a looal Rail Users' Group. In the 
meantime Lydd Town Counoi1 has sent out 1.000 Queetion
a:f.res to local interests to onavase support :f'or the res
toration of a passenger service over the freight-only 
line f'rom Appl~dore vhich at prese11t appears to be used 
only f'or the conveyance of' nuclear waste f'rom the power 
station complex at Dungen~se. 

) Other p1•ojects on which the Branch has been working 
inc1ude ·the submission of' obaervations on the Monopolies 
Commission Investigation into I-ondon & South East Comm
uter services and the report on "Trtt.nspo.rt Alternatives 
to the Jubi1ee J,ine in Doclande". The Branch also moun
ted a publicity stand on behalf' of' the Society at tl1e 
Inland Waterways National Festival held at Loa Bridge 
on Saturday and Sunda-y 16/17tb August, which was well 
supported by members - including one f'rom East Anglia. 

The Branch has :Cinnly indorsed the stand taken by 
our .member David Ogi.lvy o :f Garston, against ·the conver
sion of the Watf'ord- St. Albans line into a "Busway•, 
which may aleo lead to the t'ormation of' a local users 
group f'or the lines in the area - . inc~uding those to 

.. wa:tf'--oro -"{Met.-) ··and -to ·croxley Green. · · 
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Chief amongst the Cross-London services being con
sidered by the .Rail Development Sub-Co111111ittee is that 
from Clapham Junction to Willesden Junction {via the 
West London I,ine) and by the Autllmn i't is proposed to 
present specific proposals for discussion with the North 
London Line Committee whose ovn campaign is being concen
trated on the "Ci~y Link" between BJ:'Oad Street and Canon
bury, including a new interchange station with "Linlc:line" 
at Dalston ancl the re-opening of stations at Haggerston 
and Shoreditch Church. 

WEST MIDLANDS 
Coventry City Council has been actively seeking the 

re-opening of the Nuneaton - Coventry freight-only line. 
This follows a busy urban corridor and links J rail routes 
at both ends. The Euston - Birmingham semi-fast EMU serv
ice has since May, been speeded up and a separate all-sta
tions New Street - Coventry service is now provided. 

The extra trains to Alvechurch and Redditch, as an 
extension of the Longbridge service, intorduced from 12th 
May, have led to a steady increase in off-peal<: loadings. 
A Redditch & Alvechurch Rail Users' Association has also 
been set up and issued its first Newsletter "The Arrow Ex
press" in August, urging its members to "Do Someone a Fav
our" and help a :friend save money by ttrging them to "Try 
the Trainl" The Association can be contacted at:-

218, Foxlydiate Crescent, Redditch, B97. 
Commuters in the West Mi.dlands now have· their "Trav

elcards" extended to cover all rail lines (as well as al1 
buses) for £12.50 per 4 weelc:a or £J6.oo for 1J weeks. 
Wbilet an extension is to be built to the oar park at 
Shi17ley a new . one .ie pl.anited f'or Chester Road (Erdington) 

EAST AI\IGLIA 
Trips to the coast have proved to be popular, jud

ging from the succes·s o:f three special trains cha:r-tered 
by RDS and i ·ts associated local Groups this SUilUI1t.n:·. A ,; 
car D.MU chartered to run :from Sudbury to Sheri.ngham on 
29th June carried nearly JOO passengers whils ·t the 5 car 
special :from Deroham to Sheringbam on 27th July was also 
1'ully patronised. The t'reight-only Wroxham - J,e nwade 
line saw its longest train so f'ar :from local people when 
our 6 car DMU ran :from Reepham t:o Yarmouth on 1 Jth July. 
Not only were passengers picked up f'rom Reepham and Ayl
sham, as on previous octiasions, but also for the :first 
time since closure in 1952 from Caweton, Buxton and 
Coltish.al.l. 

The Branch has been following with· in-terest the 
recent trials of' the J,eyland Experimen·tal Vahicle (LEV) 
which took place on the East Suf':folk Line in June .. 
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·t.EV ;is due to return in 'tl1e Au·tumn ·and make passenger car
rying runs between :tp~wich and Lowestoft as extr~ to t:l.lne
tabled trains. 

Residents of Forncett (between Norwich and Diss) and 
also at Dealings (between Xpswich and Woodbridge) are both 
mounting caarpaigns 'for the re-op~ming of' their :l'espective 
stations. RDS is also liasing with the residents of' Tl·~
ley (a village near Felixstove) who are concerned about 
plans to build a new ra.il link from their village ( o- the 
Ipswich - Felixstowt.'l line) to -the northern extension of 
Fe1ixstowe Docks. RDS supports the need for this nev line 
but hopes that a route can be deoided·upon which will sat-
isfy both the villagers and the book Company. • . 

.'P'akenham railhead was due to be closed on Jrd. August 
despite ef'1'orts by the NUR and RDS to keep it open. We 
even o:ffered to pay the £260 in annua1 maintenance costs 
which B.R. claim it will save by closing the 2t •i1e line. 
Tlle Branch has lodged an objection to the latest Ipswich 
By-Pass proposals and has persuaded the Ine~pector to bold 
some evening aittinge of tl1e Public Inquiry, due to start 
i .n September. 

In the West the Branch has also launched a peti.tion 
calling fox· an up to date feasibility study to be· carried 
out into the restoration of passenger services between 
Cambridge and St. Xves and between March and Visbech, and 
has lodged an ob,1ecti.on to the Crunbridgesbire Structure 
Plan in which :lt is considered these matters have no·t 
been dealt vi ·th adequately • 

YDAKSf-fiRE 
Fourteen Yi:Hl.rs a .fter being closed to . passe:ngtu•s ·the 

sta-tion at Dron£ield 1 on tile Sheffield - Chesterfield 
line f.a to be :re-opened. Financial support, ~onnting 
to £90t000 is to be provided f'qr J years by Derb-yshire 
County Council and North Dorbyshire D.C. The :re-opening 
had been agreed six months ago but bung fire as S.Yorks. 
P.T.~. had •no money to spare.'! Tltere will bo J trl!ins 
:ln both directions during the morning and evening ruph 
hours and a special "sboppers 1 tt service on Saturdays. A 
car pa:rk will bo buiit at the station and bus ~erv:ices 
will be re-routed ·to gi tre a f'eeder Borvice :f'1.•• h.ousing 
el.'!ltates., 

The Rt>S Yo'l•kshi:re Branch il!l preseing f'or a d:J.reot 
train $e:r.vico between Bradford and Sheffield via Jlalifax 
and. Huddersfiel&, involving the ro-openi11g of' the stat
ions at Elland and · Br:t.ghouse. This line wh:lob is thre
atened wi·l;h closure could f'orm a vi.tal l.:ink between the 
Bradf'o~ area and the Midland•• Brad:f'ord-Counci1 ~ bas 
expret=~sed an inte:r.·eet in t~& idea and both Oa,lderdale 
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and K:i.rklees Councils are in :favour. The matter now 
rests with the West and South Yorkshire P.T.Es. 

The Secretary of State'~ decision on the West Yorks. 
Structure Plan has been publi~hert. Jt contains l.i.ttle in 
the way of proposals regarding rail trAnsport in West Yor
kshire other than to say that dll!luserf railway :format .t.nns 
will be sa.feguarded where appropriate. Provie .i on is how
ever made :for 10 ma,jor road scheme!!! including the Kirkham 
to Oishf"orth ro&.vt, the Ai.redale trunk road and the spine 
road in 8radf'ord. On the other hand som~ )6 schemes "for 
by-pas~es, road widening, and new roads are abandoned. 

A contract ha!" been awnrded f'or the £10 million con
l!.'tructlon of' the East Coast P-lain Line divP~sion around th 
weet. side of' the new Selby Coalfield. Th(> new 1lJ} mile 
line will replace the exi!!lting routli' which is bei.ng under
mined,. The contract :LR due to be completed .t.n Oecnmber 
1982 f\nd l.n-clurtes the building of" 12 new brtrlge!'l. 

NORTH EAST ENGLAND 
The Tyne &. Wear P.T .E. MP.tro 11yatnm ·oponed to the 

public on Mondf\y 11 ·th August dE>~pi te 8ome ef\rlier mnnni.ng 
probleme and a s triJce by contractors. The lni ·t.ial Metro 
services wi.ll run from Newcastle (Jiaymarkot) to 1'ynemouth 
via Dent<>n, and to Kenton "flAnk Foot. 'fh.ls will re~ul t in 
the vi thd.t•Awa.l of the n .R. servicP bn twec:tn Newcastle and 
'l'"ynemo.u th vi.a Wall sf'lnd with r(ilplacement ra:i.l-tink buses 
being provided; mean:J.ng that n.ll. w"Lll ceal'le to opnratt"> 
on any part of t.he North T}'"Ju:u,.idf> I,oop. The l>.T.E .. admit 
that they antici.p::lte breakdowns ln the er.rly ll!tages until 
t'ltn.ff'" ga:i.n expe.riencE"> . 

E:ff'"ortt:~ to rei!' tore th~ lo11g wi. thd;ra-w:n aerviee :from 
Newcat!ltl.e to As)li.ngton and Conf.lett oon·ti.nue to be made, 
but in both cas.e:o; the Councils are unhappy ahotJt thP :fin
ancia:l. burdP.n that: B.R. i~ likely to placP o·n them ln 
return f'o:r- th~, provision o:r · a s4n·vice 0 

Although manning levP.l:!! hav.- been mtt ll, R. h~!:l prom
il'!ed that the 'Tynesirle freight yard at l.ame"Jley wil.l not 
he axed. Th~n·e are plans :for an openGast C()l.'ll s.itn at 
Plenrnell4.'!r Common, 111'Hl.r IJilltwlti~tle. The maift fear about 
these workings is over the tranl!lp<:>rt ,.,f r.oal by rond but 
·the N.c.n. have said they "'ill .t~hi.f"t it by-"\ 2 milP cun
veyer to a rai 1 loadl~lg potnt on the form••r nr.~l twhist:le 
- Alston Orrntch a mi1e of' which wil .l have to be restored. 

NORTH WEST EI'JGLANO 
On f9tb Apr:U 1980 tb<J "Gua:nlian" diE~elo~ed ·t:l•at up 

to 1 5 rural rail way~ wou.J d have to be closed • Ono of 
the"'" vas tbl't bx·anch :from i.he West .<}oal!l't ·M11dn Lht'i! .tt us:- · . 
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enholme to Windermere. However any reader who has used 
this line in the season will know how busy it can get 
and overcrowding on the DMU is not uncommon,. S::lr Peter 
Parker on a recent visit to the li.ne ~poke not o:f its 
closure but of" electri:fication and o~ through trains 
:from Euston to Windermere. Both he and Cumbria County 
Council recognise the role that .this surviving Lakeland 
branch can. play in rel.ieving the present tra:f:fic cong
estion in this area. 

A .loctJl Action Group has recently been set .up at 
Carn:forth and is now concentrating on the need to e-et 
the main line plat:forms at the statioR restored. The 
'roup has been given a quote o:f £40,000 :for the const-
uction o:f a plat:form suitable f'or a 4 car DMU. At pre

sent there are J down and 4 up trains · to and :froa Wind
ermere passi.ng through and the Group is aiming :for an . 
hourl.y service :from Lancaster to Wind·erntere. 

Last year was a good one £or local train t!lervices 
in this area. Tra:f:fic on the Fyl.de line rose by 6i; on 
the East Lancs. Line by 1<>1- and on the Furness Line by 
4i. STELLA (Support the East Lancs. Line Assn.) is 
planning to adopt Colne Station. Anyone who has used 
it will realise whyl The bare pl.atf'o:rm with a single 
bus shel ·ter in a .n area o:f was ·te land is not the best im
age to give to the travell.ing public. In the meantime 
the Shav - Rochdal.e line has been singled to reduce its 
operating and maintenance costs. 

The Summer dated Rock Ferry - Chester f'ast trains 
reported in our last issue and timetabled to start on 
12th July have been oancell.ed due to the PTE ref'using 
to bear the cost as they would n.ot stop at Merseyside 
stations, even though their main purpose was to rel.ieve 
overcrovdi.ng by trippers on the P'fE stopping trains. 
Merseyside Council has, however, approved the es:tenl'Jion 
o:f Jrd rail electnd:fication f'rom Garston to Hunts Cross 
lus a short electri:fication :from this extension into 

Allerton Depot which. :from next year is to undertake nll 
wheel turning on f.lerseyrail electric stock. 

"Bonanza Time on ·tJJe Buses and Trains'" headli:r;led 
the "IJb,.erpool .t~oho" recently. "J>eop.le are leaving 
their ears u. t home and f'locking back to the bus os and 
trains. n With the help of· this extra income it is hoped 
to hold October's :fare increaee to not more than the in
crease in earnlnt;s o :f say t6'1>. Passenger tra:ff'ic on the 
Kirby l .ine since electrl.ficat:l.o .n bae risen by Y/f.Y!. and 
on .the Garston line by a staggering 540"1> over the 1970s 
diesel services. 

Merseyside is nevertheless thought to be pla~i.ng 
sc)mo rail econom:l.eR :from October by reducing the peak 
time :frequencies ·to Southport; re<lut~ing evening and eo111te 
Sunday aervicE>s and :fewe1· 6 car train ·to -the Wirral.. 
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At Chester work has started on a £6m. ~:~cheme to modernise 
the track layout and signalling. A new power box is due 
to operate £rom 1983 replacing nine manual boxes and will 
control £rom Mold Junction to Mickle . Traf'£ord and to Green 
Lane on the Wrexham Line. lleadways will then be reduced 
by a half' and all platf'o:rms will be bi-directional. On 
the Trans-Pr:mnines the loco-hauled trains '-l.re keeping 
good times and the electrically ha.uled f'reights are now 
operating into Traf'ford Park, Manchester, thus dispensing 
with the. need f'or loco changes at Longsight. 

EAST MIDLANDS ) 
Nlnl to the B.R. Ti.Jnetable is a B ... R. liveried road 

coach linking Kettering - Corby - Oundle - Peterborough . 
designed to generate additional rail business between the 
two •ain lines. Meanwhile to the South work on the £120.. 
electrification of' the 50 mile Bedf'ord - St. Pancras -
Moorgate line is well on target f'or completion in 1982. 
The f'o.t'1Der "widened lines" to Moorgate which are to have 
concrete. slab track v-111 be renamed the "Midland City 
Line" and open in 1982, with the St. Pancras service co.-
ending in October 1982. Production of' the 48 new 4-car 
clas~ 317 EMUs is to start in Septe.aber at York and Derby 
and these trains will have power-operated sliding doors• 
pressure ventilation and air suspension. A new traction 
and maintenance depot is being provided at Cricklewood 
with new stabling for EMUs at Bodf'ord. The new power · 
signal box at Vest Hampstead will ctwer the whole route .,i 
and the Bodf'ord - Luton section rill be energised in 198 
for driver training and staf'.C .familiarisation. 

One may well ask what this has got to do with the 
East Midlands but with the Governa~entts announcm11ent on 
the .B.R. Elec.trif'lco.tio,n l'rograa.tr~~e expected in the near 
future it would not be too difficult to see the continu
atioll of' this scheme to Leicester or even right through 
to Sheff'ield. Run as it is at the moment with some trains 
calling at Derby and others at Nottingham it would certain
ly lend itsel:f to this type of' operation although whether 
the awkward reverBal necessary at Nott:l.ngham could just:l:fy 
the use of' EMU stock i s open to doubt on what is in ef'f't'!ct 
an Inter-city Main Line service. Meanwhile a new RDS 
Group in Leicestershire has increased it" memberl!lhip and 
ia holding a full meeting to plan activitie~. 

LINCOLNsrfiRE 
In thi.s area out: co·rporate Member the Grimsby - Louth 

Rail Group chartered a 5-car DMU on Sunday 29th June to 
run from Loutb to Keighl.ey - the second special. they have 
run on tbe lino which they are campai gning to have restored. 
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Nearly 300 passengers were carried and tribute vas paid 
to B.R. £or the ef'f'icient running of' the train • . For the 
first time since closure in 1970 pa~sengers were also pick
ed up at the intermediate stations of' - North Thoresby and 
New Waltham - both of' which had been tidied up by members 
of GDRG. 

WALES 
Prompted, no doubt by the latEtst threat to the line, 

the activities of' the Cambrian Coast Line Action Group are 
to the fore. This time the problem is not a man made one 
and concerns the viaduct over Af'on Mavddach, at Barmouth, 
which has suf'f'ered serious damage from the Teredo wox"JJI 
which has attacked the wooden piles. The 2,253 f'oot long 
viaduct, which carries a single line and a public footpath 
over the estuary was built in 186.7 and is made of 113 spans 
o:f timber and f'our o£ steel. Recently the tiny marine 
worms have bored into the 1'0" thiclc pine timbers seriously 
reducing ·their strength to the extent that £2.5m. of' repair 
will be necessary. 

Sir Peter Parker, who has visited the viaduct \!lays 
"There is no way D.R. can fi:t:td this amount of money :from 
our own lim:J.ted resources. We shall tberef'ore be- seeking 
assistance f'rom the Welsh O£f'ice, Local Authox·ities and 
perhaps even the E.E.C." The line to Pwllheli is now temp
orar:l.ly c .losed to locomotives including the f're:lght working 
and the planned extension of' the Cambr:lan Coast Express, 
with even DMUe restricted to 10 M.P.H. over the viaduct. 

Nevertheless the Action Group i.n its latest 41J page 
magazine entitled "Cambrian Coast Express" (Summer 1980) 
claim8 to be the only Group which campaigns !'or the reten
tion an-::1 development o:f the Welsh Railway Network and the 
f'u.ll coverage of' its Journal add!< credence to this. Amongst 
the principal :ltema i.t covers :is the recent statement by 

\Sir Peter Parker tha·t unlel!ls the Government gives more :f:Ln
JanCiAl aid U.R. may not be able to meet the f'ull potential 
o£ an expand:f.ng market. Speaking a£ter a J day tour of' Mid 
and North Vales he said "I have never been more confident 
about the f'uturo o :f railways since I came to the job." 
Asked .i.f the line was in danger because of the works nec
essary to the viaduct be replied "I£ you are in the middle 
o:f a battle you don't think about retreat. I am not lack
ing :in oonf'idenee to think tllat a solution wi11 be f'ound 
to the problem. • 

Both R.I.S. and R.D.A. have been active supporters o:f 
c.c.L.A.G. since its f'ormation in 1971 and we hope they 
will succeed in f'in(ting a new and active Secretary at their 
A.G.M. to be held in Barmouth on 1Jtb Se~tember. 

The present Secretary of the Group is:- ~ovel James, 
Trem Hyfryd, ·uarlech, Gwynedd. 
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SCJlJTH \NEST EI'JGt..ANCJ 
The Penzance main line services have been well enhan

ced by the H.S.Ts but the single line section~ near Lisk
eard and Saltash stil~ cause unacceptable delays. However 
the stock shortage has caused conventional trains to be 
substituted 1'or HSTs on the 10.00 Plymouth - Paddington 
and the 16.2.5 return. This Summer's train services on the 
Jt mile branch 1'roill St Erth have attracted IIIUc'h patronage 
particularly between Lelant "Park & Ride" station and St. 
Ives. The 6-car cross-country trains shuttle along the 
branch every half' hour and hufJ the cl.i1'1's along this beau· ) 
tif'ul coastline. 

Extensive station improvements have bef.ln co111pleted 
at Teignmouth and part of the cost has been met by Devon 
County Counc.il. The £6.5,000 reconstruction provides 1'or 
a new ticket office, entrance hall. and waiting area with 
radar controlled automatic sliding doors. Devon County 
Council ha.s also contributed £JO,OOO to expenditure on 
station improvements on the Jo~xeter - Barnstaple line. To 
help promote this line a colour brochure has been issued, 
jointly by B.R., the West Country Tourist Board and the 
North Devon Rai.lway Development Group. This Group held 
its Second A.G.M. in .Ba1•nstaple on Z~th June when it was 
addressed by the W.R. Chie£ Passenger Manager. They are 
at presen-t. pursuing improved connections at Exater, more 
:freight to the Barnstaple line and urging the re-opening 
o:f Bide:ford Station. 

The Waterloo - Exe ·ter services go·t o:f£ to a bad 
start with a derailment west of' Saliabury and several of' 
the Cl.ass 50 Locomotives .f'ailing. 'l'he less powerful 
Class J)s resumed duties on several occasions. The Sat
_urday Bri.ghton - Exeter train has a turn-round time of" 
onl.y 2.5 minutes and at least once a spare set has had to '\ 
be used due to the very late running of' the down train. '' 

As a step towards tbe running of' a regular public 
railway service on the Isle o.f' Purbeck the Swanage Rly. 
eo., is extending its track to Herston where a new halt 
is being erected for regular services. The Co111pany, 
which runs a steam loco burning waste o:i.l ( 1 from the 
local well Ed.) eventually hopes to operate the 11 mile 
route to Wareham. 

SCOTLAND 
At Aberdeen work is about ·to etar·t on a C.12.5m. 

development or a new shopping precinct to be .. provided 
on: a ra1't above the rail t'ltat'ion. At the same· time the 
latter will ba improved and the track layout altered. 
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- J.!!!h - The' M1.dlandl' B'r::tnqh A. G. Jl.l. to be 
held at 2 .o.p.m. at nr ,Johnson House null St 
BIRMINGHM-1, will be f'oll ow.-,d by '~a taik and ~ · •' 
f'ilm by tho Deputy Divisional M~nagor of B R 
entitled "A Cost ~rrective R::tfl dav; ( b • • t · "' . mf>lll e-rs in 
he aJ:en wi.l1 already have boon 1 sent de tails 

b~: oth•n·s will be very welcome } Fu~·thor inf'orm
a on .from Branch Secretary (A. lfevan) 
(address overleaf) ~ 

11. 

. 25th 
1

- A .further NatJ.ona:i Confer~mce of' 
Rail Users G»oups is bo be held by the Soc:iet 
at the Queen's Hnll ., Oli~RDY, between 11.00 nnd Y 
17.00 with a11 hour for lunch. 

'fhe 111<.1 in aims of' t;he Con ferenco' which baR 
been organised by popular request, are:-

( a) t;o enabJ.e those gr<•ups who at tended 
·the earl:i.er Conieorence (and hopef'ully other111 
who were nnahlo to be represented) to cotl'!;i.uuo 
·tbe dialogue on ma. tters of rn~ tual in·tpres t .. 

(t:>) to dl1H~uss the futuro prOSJH~c -1; 5 .i.n 
the llght; of' the Sor;:f.ety 1 s recent meeting with 
the Minister, · 

(c) to discus~ other matters conce~ning 
the llkely throat to or measureB to provide 
for tt~e more economical operation and promot
ion ot local lines. 
> _ a~1d .1 t is hopPU thr' ·I; as many Groups as 
~oRslble will be able to ba represented. 

] f' you hnve no>t nJ.ready done 80 bf~ok ~ 
with the· C<lnference ."\ecr·~t~ry 1' J G:t 1 --l ., . · "' .... ' • • .arrtl)c 9 5, Clapham Road, Lovesto1't 1 Suffolk, NR?2 1 -' . HQ 

, l.et - . A Jo:hd: f"'oating is to he held in 
MANf..HES fER, w:-t th the NatJ.onal Council ~ ·r 1- d T t t ·~n .. n. an 
rnnspor , .,o pro tee t against the cl ot<ure 1,-r 

the f>1nnchegtnr - Shefftald (via Woorlh~)nd) line 
.simllar to that held ln She:f'f'ie.ld ln Nov~mb~~r • 
of' lnf'li; year • 

P'urthe.r de t;ails from the Cha :Lr·man (Mr nanks) 
~lddreRa overleaf) who will send a meeting not.ic~~ 
,, s -soon as they are avai.lable., (s.a.e. apr>l'•H:iatet.l) 

~ - A Conference to f'ormulate ~ Nat
innnl Policy for the re-opening of closed 1~ 

l 1 
.x.UHS 

vtere ocal demnnd e~i3t$ vitl be held at the 
'IJnll Hoh!.l, Pli:TEROOROUf:H, from 12.noon. 

Furth~-r 'letni.ls from T.J .n•·.,:·.r{•dt
("drlrnss 'lbovP.) 
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