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Progress R eport -  June , 1958.

The Annual G enera l M e e tin g  Took p la c e  as a lre a d y  n o t i f i e d  on 
19 A p r i l ,  1958, a t  3 p .m . , and as in  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r ,  i t  was d is a p p o in t in g  
th a t n o t more members had been a b le  to  a tte n d ,  in  v ie w  o f  i t s  b e in g  
arranged f o r  a S a tu rd a y , to  h e lp  those  members who l i v e  o u t o f  London.

The S e c re ta ry  in  h is  r e p o r t  r e fe r r e d  to  in c re a s e d  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r in g  
the p a s t y e a r in  e ve ry  way, and th a t  a lth o u g h  th e  membership was down, no 
a c tiv e  member had re s ig n e d . I t  was announced th a t  th e  p roposed m erger 
o f S .R .U .B .L .U .K . and th e  R a ilw a y  Developm ent A s s o c ia t io n  d id  n o t  m a tu re , 
as i t  was fou n d  im p o s s ib le  to  agree on a fo im u la  a c c e p ta b le  to  b o th  p a r t ie s ,  
and S .R .U .B .L .U .K . 's  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  d id  n o t  f e e l  j u s t i f i e d  on b e h a lf  o f  
the members a g re e in g  to  term s w h ich  w ou ld  have meant th e  com p le te  lo s s  o f  
S .R .U .B .L .U .K .'s  i d e n t i t y  as such. The two S o c ie t ie s  s t i l l  l i a i s e ,  how ever, 
on m a tte rs  o f  common in t e r e s t .

The la s t  P u b lic  M e e tin g  was much b e t t e r  a tte n d e d  than  th e  p re v io u s  one, 
and we had speakers  fro m  b o th  th e  F e s t in io g  R a ilw ay  and fro m  th e  R .D .A . 5 
b o th  the  addresses were in t e r e s t in g  and much a p p re c ia te d .

T h is  y e a r 's  R e in v ig o ra t io n  P a r ty  was m ost s u c c e s s fu l,  and we re c e iv e d  
much v a lu a b le  p u b l i c i t y ,  n o t o n ly  on th e  Lewes -  E as t G r in s te a d  L in e ,  b u t  
a lso  th ro u g h  the  medium o f  the  T e le v is io n  appearances.

M r. M a ir  has done in v a lu a b le  w ork in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  p roposed 
A shbu rton -T o tnes  l in e  c lo s u re .  We a re  much in d e b te d  f o r  a w e a lth  o f  
te c h n ic a l a d v ic e  to  M r. H u rs t in  t h is  c o n n e c tio n , and f o r  h is  in v a lu a b le  
a s s is ta n c e  in  o th e r  ways d u r in g  th e  y e a r .  The case th a t  the  S o c ie ty  
p re sen ted  f o r  th e  r e te n t io n  o f  t h is  l in e  was one o f  th e  m ost c o n v in c in g  
ever made by the  S o c ie ty ,  and i t  caugh t W estern Region c o m p le te ly  unawares 
a t the  p r e l im in a r y  e n q u iry .

The m a tte r  o f  a new P re s id e n t i s  b e in g  a d jo u rn e d  s in e  d ie ,  as we appear 
to  be p ro g re s s in g  q u i te  fa v o u ra b ly  w ith o u t  one.

The Accounts and th e  T re a s u re r 's  R e p o rt a re  a tta c h e d .

The Membership S e c re ta ry  gave a resume o f  th e  t re n d  o f  membership d u r in g  
the  p a s t y e a r ,  and o f  th e  reasons where a s c e r ta in a b le ,  f o r  those  who have 
re s ig n e d .

M essrs. W r ig h t and B lu e t t  (The N o r th -E a s te rn  C om m ittee ) then  gave t h e i r  
r e p o r t ,  and s ta te d  th a t  th e  a rea  c o n s is te d  la r g e ly  o f  l in e s  th a t  were a lre a d y  
c lo s e d , and th e re fo re  i t  was a q u e s t io n  o f  s e le c t in g  one o r  two w h ich  seemed 
to  o f f e r  the  b e s t  chances o f  a s u c c e s s fu l re -o p e n in g  cam paign. The W eardale 
and R o thb u ry  L in e s  have a c c o rd in g ly  been s e le c te d .  Much spade w ork has been 
done, and p ro p o s a ls  have been p la c e d  b e fo re  th e  a u t h o r i t ie s ,  in c lu d in g  
t im e ta b le s .  I t  is  hoped to  p re s e n t th e  f u l l  case e a r ly  in  1959•



A d is c u s s io n  to o k  p la c e  between M r. T r in d e r  o f  th e  London and Home 
C ounties E le c t r ic  T ra c t io n  S o c ie ty ,  and S .R .U .B .L .U .K . re g a rd in g  l ia is o n  
between the  two S o c ie t ie s ,  b u t  i t  was agreed th a t  in  v ie w  o f  th e  d i f f e r i n g  
aim s, i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  a p p ly  c lo s e r  in t e g r a t io n .

The New Committee is  as u n d e rs -

Chairman -  M r. G.P. M an ley , 42 H il ls b o ro u g h  C o u rt, London, N .W .6.

S e c re ta ry  -  M r. E .V . D a v is , u n t i l  a p p ro x im a te ly  O c tob e r, 1958?
117, Byron Avenue, C ra n fo rd , Hounslow, M iddx.

M r. W.G. P a lc h ik o v ,  fro m  a p p ro x im a te ly  O c to b e r, 1958, th e  d a te
o f w h ich  w i l l  be announced in  a subsequent 
c i r c u la r  -

47, V a l le y  Road, Welwyn Garden C ity ,  H e r ts .  

T re a s u re r -  M r. P .E . P o s tg a te , 173, B a rnsb u ry  Road, London, N . l .

P u b l ic i t y  O f f ic e r  -  M r. E .V . D a v is , as above.

Membership S e c re ta ry  -  K .G . Judd, 68 , M a y f ie ld  Avenue, O rp in g to n , K e n t.

O ther Members o f  th e  C om m ittees-

M r. D avid  Freeman, 24 , The Avenue, Lough ton , Essex.

M r. G e o ffre y  R. Hooper, 124, Queen's Road, B u ckh u rs t H i l l ,  Essex. 

M r. Adam Kendon, B a l l i o l  C o lle g e , O x fo rd .

M r. N .J . W a tt, W a tt 's  P o l ly ,  A rkesden, S a ffro n  Walden, Essex.

M iss  E liz a b e th  A. P a u l, The Thatched C o tta g e , G reat Henny,
S udbury, S u f fo lk .

Owing to  an in c re a s e  in  th e  w ork  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  a f u r t h e r  member o f  th e  
Committee w ou ld  be welcomed, and any member o f  the  S o c ie ty  l i v i n g  in  o r  nea r 
London who is  a b le  to  a tte n d  m o n th ly  m ee tings  and is  a b le  to  ta ke  o ve r 
c e r ta in  m a tte rs  on hand s h o u ld  communicate w ith  th e  Membership S e c re ta ry .
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