Action In Europe

By Trevor Garrod

The Administrative Council of
the European Passenger
Federation, meeting in Ghent on
18 October, heard positive reports
from many members.

The success of regionalisation in
improving secondary train
services in France was one exam-
ple, as was the proposals for two
line reopenings in the west of
Ireland. These were balanced by
points of concern voiced from
several countries about cutbacks
threatening funding to support
rural services or renew infrastruc-
ture.

EPF’s long-distance journeys
working party is making progress
on identifying corridors along
which  services should be
improved and where fare anom-
alies discourage international
travel.

Noting the recent European
Commission developments on
airline passengers’ rights, the
meeting looked forward to the
imminent publication of the com-
mission’s proposals for interna-
tional rail passengers’ rights. It
was agreed, subsequently, to
write about these to members of
the European Parliament with a

particular interest in transport.

The Community of European
Railways, representing rail opera-
tors, has said it would prefer a
voluntary code on this matter,
and EPF will continue to have
dialogue with the organistaion.

In September the federation sub-
mitted an 1l-page paper (in
English) on the European
Commission’s Green Paper on
services of public general interest.

In it, we remind the Commission
of the principle of “free move-
ment of persons throughout the
European Union” but point out
that higher fares for international
journeys, and sometimes lack of
coherence between services, mili-
tate against this ideal.

Our paper suggests that the EC
should not merely regulate and
co-ordinate but sometimes take
initiatives of its own to improve
matters.

For a copy of the EPF paper,
please send a stamped addressed
envelope to Trevor Garrod, 15
Clapham Road, Lowestoft NR32
1RQ.

It was decided to hold the next
general meeting of EPF on
Saturday 20 March in either

Berlin or Leipzig. Individual
members of EPF affiliates (such as
Railfuture) are entitled to attend
the general meeting which will be
kept as short and business-
focused as possible, and which
will be followed by a conference
with guest speakers and discus-
sion. For further details, when
available, please send a SAE to
Trevor Garrod.

If travelling to Germany for the
meeting (or for any other
Continental travel), you may like
to contact Peter Cannon at Travel
Cannon Ltd, Saxmundham
Station,  Station  Approach,
Saxmundham, Suffolk 1P17 1BW
Tel: 01728 604600.

Finally, EPF is more than just its
administrative council, which
consists of one nominee from
each of its affiliated bodies.

We welcome the input of individ-
ual members of these, some of
whom have already helped with,
for example, translating
documents.

We shall also need members to
help with research, which can
often be done at home. EPF will
never replace the national associ-
ations, but should give their work
an added dimension.

A message from the chairman

Railfuture chairman Peter
Lawrence writes:

emails

and have

low each day is too long

seek to improve our
links  between  the

The end of the year is
upon us and Railfuture
members will be turning
their thoughts over the
next couple of months to
the annual general meet-
ing in May 2004 to be
held in Newcastle.

I will not be seeking re-
election as chairman at
the 2004 AGM.

It is | think a time to
move on and hand the
baton to someone else.
The past four years have
been an interesting peri-
od.

There have been highs
and lows, and some
stressful times but that is
part of being chairman
of a large voluntary
organisation.

During my period of
office there has been a
radical change in com-
munications. With many
members now on email
we have seen not only
quicker  communica-
tions but also a bigger
flow of information. In
the past 12 months |
have sent out some 1,600

certainly received more
than this figure inwards,
about 460 telephone/fax
calls out and interes-
tingly | have only writ-
ten some 71 letters.
Postage is becoming too
expensive to use. We can
now pass on informa-
tion quickly, electroni-
cally to some 75
Railfuture activists and
we are looking at how
we can expand this sys-
tem in order to inform
rank and file members
about important issues
as soon as they develop.
The range of topics pass-
ing through my bunga-

to list but a telephone
call from the media can
quickly send me off in a
new rail direction.

The future looks good
for Railfuture. We will
continue our policy of
inviting each branch in
turn to give a presenta-
tion at national execu-
tive meetings in order to
improve two-way com-
munication. Work will
continue on the National
Railcard and the new
Business Plan which
will be circulated to all
branches for discussion
from January 2004. We
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One of the most refreshing books to be
published about railways is Parallel Lines by
lan Marchant. He takes an outsider’s irreverent
and humorous survey of railways, romantics
and rail enthusiasts and concludes: “I quite

If you are looking for a Christmas present for
anyone who is interested in railways, this
could be it. It also provides a lot of moral
support and pro-rail argument for
campaigners. Parallel Lines is published by
Bloomsbury and costs £13. ISBN: 0 7475 6578 3

rail

national executive and
specialised committees.

The formation of
Railfuture Limited is
also expected to com-
mence from 1 January
2004. Our media profile
and stature continues to
increase throughout the
UK.

It is my opinion that at
the AGM the new chair-
man of  Railfuture
should come from out-
side East Anglia.

I have served you for
four years and my pre-
decessor was also from
East Anglia and was
chairman for seven
years. Also the former
secretary who served for
over 10 years was from
East Anglia.

If you are proposing to
stand as an officer or a
member of the national
executive, then get your
nomination in early to
John Lee (address in
panel right). A Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Campaigning Year
to everyone.
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New members

always welcome

Membership: £17.50 per year.
Pensioners, students and
unemployed £8.50. User
groups, community and parish
councils £17.50 or £25 to
include 10 copies of Railwatch
plus other relevant publications.
Other local authorities and
companies £35. Families £2
extra per member, after £17.50.

New members and
membership queries:
Railfuture, 13 Arnhill Road,
Gretton, Corby NN17 3DN
medieval@leisurelearning.co.uk
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