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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. . ! .1 ■ '*
j

The Annaul G enera l M ee ting  w i l l  ta ke  p la c e  on Wednesday 26 A p r i l ,  1961, -at 

7 :15 pm in  Room 17, F r ie n d s  * House, -u s to n  Road, London N . F . I .  Members are  

asked to  make e ve ry  e f f o r t  to  be p re s e n t.  A copy o f th e  Agenda is  e n c lo se d .

^  SUBSCRIPT!ONS -  A REMINDER, r

Those members who have n o t y e t  p a id  t h e i r .1961 s u b s c r ip t io n s  are asked to  

send i t  as soon as p o s s ib le  t o ' t h e  Membership S e c re ta ry  whose address appears 

a t the end o f t h is  R e p o rt; 1‘i /6 d ,  o r ' 6 / -  i f  aged under 21 on Ja nu a ry  1 s t.  

REINVlGOPAJICN PARTY -  FEBRUARY 2 5 th . -

T h is  p a r ty  to o k  p la c e  as a rranged  on th e  H a tf ie ld -D u n s ta b le -L e ig h to n  

• Buzzard and N o rth a m p to n -B e d fo rd - j? itc h in  b ranches and gave an e x c e l le n t

opportunity f o r  see ing  these l in e s  in  o p e ra t io n .  The P a r ty  was w e l l  a tte n d e d
*1 .f .

and was a c o n s id e ra b le  success.
xl

A ine’e t in g  was h e ld  on th e  S ta t io n  a t  L e ig h to n  Buzzard w ith  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  

o f the  L e ig h to n  Buzzard and L in s la d e  J o in t  T ra n s p o rt Committee w h ich  re p re s e n ts  

a number o f lo c a l  C o u n c ils  and i s  concerned about the  p o s s ib le  c lo s u re  o f  the  

l in e  to  D u n s ta b le , A u s e fu l and in te r e s t in g  d is c u s s io n  to o k  p lace  re g a rd in g  

th e  fu tu re  o f th e  l in e  and i t  was suggested th a t  a more fre q u e n t s e rv ic e  shou ld  

be p ro v id e d  w i th  th ro u g h  t r a in s  from  B le tc h le y  to  D u n s ta b le , The m a tte r  i s  now 

b e ing  s tu d ie d  b y  th e  SRUBLUK Com m ittee. -.
R e p o rte rs  from  lo c a l  papers were met a t  D unstab le  and a ls o  a t  B e d fo rd  a t  

w h ich the  aims o f SRUBIUE and th e  purpose o f  R e in v ig o ra t io n  P a r t ie s  was e x p la in e d  

to  them; as a r e s u l t  th e  P a r ty  hap been- re p o r te d  in  th e  Press in c lu d in g  a group 

pho tograph o f s e v e ra l o f those  ta k in g  p a r t .

COLNE AND STCUR VALLEY RE-INVIGORAT1ON EARTY.
As m entioned in  th e  la s t  P rog ress R e p o rt, a f u r t h e r  R e in v ig o ra t io n  P a r ty  

has been a rranged  f o r  S a tu rd a y , June U t h .  The S to u r and Colne V a lle y  ^ranches 

in  E ast A n g lia  w i l l  be v is i t e d  and th e  schedu le  appears o v e r le a f .



L iv e rp o o l S tre e t dep 1 1:30 am
C o lc h e s te r a r r  11:41 am 11 :47 (V ia  Long^ Mel fo r d )
F a v e r h i l l 12:56 pm 2 : 3 pm
H a ls tead 2 :29 3:46
Chappel and 
Wakes Colne 4 : 1 4 : 5

C o lch e s te r 4:21 4 :2 7
L iv e rp o o l S tre e t 5 :4 3
A p a r ty  fa re  o f 2 l /9 d  ( l u / l 1  i f  under 14 y e a rs )  has been a rranged  and 

those in te n d in g  to  go are asked to  send t h e i r  re m itta n c e  to  the  Membership 

S e c re ta ry , 46 S tonepark Avenue, Beckenham, K e n t, as soon as p o s s ib le .  The 

p a r ty  w i l l  meet a t  L iv e rp o o l S tre e t  S ta t io n  a t 10 ;0  to  1o r 15 am. F u r th e r  d e ta i ls  

w i l l  be g ive n  in  th e  n e x t P rogress R eport o r  car> be o b ta in e d  fro m  th e  M em bersh ip  

S e c re ta ry ,

RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION -  FUBLIC MEETING.

We have p le a s u re  in  announcing d e ta i ls  o f a P u b lic  M ee ting  w h ich  i s  b e in g  

h e ld  b y  t h is  A s s o c ia t io n  on Thursday A p r i l  6 th  a t  7 :15  pm in  the  L a n ca s te r 

Room o f Caxton F a l l ,  W e s tm in s te r, S.W ,1 ( th re e  m in u te s ' w a lk  fro m  S t,  Jam es's 

Park S ta t io n ) ,  There w i l l  be two t a lk s :

M r, B .D .J ,W a lsh  on "The Case f o r  R a ilw a y s " , a M
M r. CrF.Rowe on "The Work o f  the  R .D .A ," ,

Time w i l l  be a llo w e d  f o r  q u e s tio n s  and d is c u s s io n ,  M r, R obert A ickman, a 

V ic e -F re s id e n t o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  w i l l  be in  th e  C h a ir ,  T h is  m eeting  w i l l  no 

doubt be o f in te r e s t  to  a l l  SRUBLUE members,

RECENT PROCEEDINGS OF TEE C0101ITTEE OF GENERAL INTEREST.

6olne  V a lle y  L in e .
SRUBLUK has s u b m itte d  an o f f i c i a l  o b je c t io n  to  the  T ra n s p o rt Users 

C o n s u lta t iv e  Committee in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  the  c lo s u re  p ro p o s a ls  f o r  the  Colne 

V a lle y  L in e  from  Chappel and Wakes Colne in  Essex to  F a v e r h i l l  in  S u f fo lk ,  The 

o b je c t io n  emphasised th a t  t h is  l i n e  se rves an area  w ith  a t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  o f  

over 20,000 w h ich i s  expected to  in c re a s e  ve jry  c o n s id e ra b ly  in  the  ne a r f u tu r e ,

A community o f  t h is  s iz e  re q u ire d  an adequate r a i l  s e rv ic e  and i t  was suggested 

th a t  the  passenger s e rv ic e  sh o u ld  be more f re q u e n t ,  p r e fe r a b ly  o f  an even 

in te r v a l  n a tu re }  and w ith  b e t te r  main l i n e  c o n n e c tio n s . I t  w ould  then  a t t r a c t  

much more p a tro n a g e . The p re s e n t s e rv ic e  ( fo u r  to  f i v e  t r a in s  a day in  each 

d i r e c t io n )  is  too  in f r e q u e n t - to  appeal to  most p e o p le . P o s s ib le  o p e ra t io n a l 
economies w h ich  w ou ld  h e lp  to  reduce th e  d e f i c i t ,  such as re d u c in g  s ta t io n s  to



u n s ia f fe d  h a l t s ,  were s u g g e s te d . I f  th e  l i n e  is  c lo s e d ,  a l l  n asse n ge r t r a f f i c  

fro m  th e  a re a  w i l l  h a re  to  go b y  ro a d  and th e  d is a d v a n ta g e s  o f  t h i s  fo rm  o f  

t r a n s p o r t  w ere p o in te d  o u t .

The case f o r  th e  c lo s u re  was h e a rd  b y  th e  T .U .C .C . a t  F a ls te a d  on F e b ru a ry

"Ath. a^d a g a in  on F e b ru a ry  2 l3 t „  T here  were a la rg e  num ber o f  lo c a l  o b je c to r s .

A member o f  th e  SRURLUE C om m ittee was p re s e n t and he s u p p o rte d  th e  SRTJ3LUK 

w r i t t e n  o b je c t io n  and a ls o  made e n q u ir ie s  a b o u t th e  f ig u r e  g iv e n  b y  th e  B .T .C . 

f o r  th e  annua l p asse n ge r r e c e ip t s  f o r  t h e - l i n e .  : T h is  was in  o rd e r  to  f i n d  o u t 

w h e th e r t h i s  in c lu d e d  b o o k in g s  made fro m  s t a t io n s  o u ts id e  th e  b ra n c h  and n o t 

ju s t  tho se  made on th e  b ra n c h  i t s e l f , ;  SRURLUE has h e a rd  o f  cases on some b ra n ch e s  

where th e  t i c k e t  s a le s  have n o t  been c r e d i t e d  to  th e  b ra n c h  b u t  e n t i r e l y  to  

kih e  b o o k in g  s t a t io n ;  in  t h i s  ca s e , how eve r, we w ere a ssu re d  b y  th e  B .T .C . 

r e p re s e n ta t iv e  a t  th e  h e a r in g  t h a t  a l l  such b o o k in g s  w ere in c lu d e d  in  th e  f ig u r e  

q u o te d . , - : <

In  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  o p p o s in g  t h i s  c lo s u re  SRUPLUE has been g r a t e f u l  f o r  th e  

h e lp  and a d v ic e  g iv e n  b y  S .L VT „C ra w fo rd , S e c r e ta ry  o f  th e  V a ls te a d  and
t  '•

D i s t r i c t  Chamber o f  T ra d e , ,, An o b je c t io n  was a ls o  s u b m it te d  to  th e  T .TJ.C .C . b y  

th e  Chamber o f  T rade  w h ich  in c lu d e d  a d e ta i le d  a c c o u n t o f  th e  need f o r  an 

adequate r a i l  s e rv ic e  f o r  th e  a re a .- I t  in c lu d e d  th e  s u g g e s tio n  t h a t  th e  B .T .C . 

sh o u ld  c o n s id e r  th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  two o r  f o u r  c a r  d ie s e l  t r a in s  fro m  C o lc h e s te r ,

(S t .  B o to lp h 's ) ,  a3 t h i s  s ta t io n ,  i s  n e a re r  to  th e  m ain sh o p p in g  c e n tre  th a n  th e  

N o r th  S ta t io n ,  th ro u g h  to  C am bridge; b re a k in g  them  in t o  one o r  tw o c a r  s e ts  a t  

Chappei and Wakes C o lne w ith  one s e c t io n  t r a v e l l i n g  on th e  S to u r  V a l le y  L in e  v ia  

S udbury , and th e  o th e r  s e c t io n  t r a v e l l i n g  on th e  C o lne V a l le y  L i i ie  v ia  F a ls te a d .

The s e c t io n s  c o u ld  r e jo in  a t  F a v e r h i l l  to  co m p le te  th e  jo u rn e y  to .C a m b rid g e  and 

in  t h i s  way a r e g u la r  in t e r v a l  s e rv ic e  c o u ld  se rv e  th e  w ho le  area..

Cr M arch 1 4 th  th e  T .U .C .C . n e t  in  p r iv a t e  to  d is c u s s  th e  c lo s u re  b u t  d id  

n o t  re a ch  a f i n a l  d e c is io n  and w i l l  m eet a v a in  in  A p r i l  to  d is c u s s  th e  p ro p o s a l 

f u r t h e r .
C h e s te r-D e n b ig h "R u tfc in  L in e . > -

The C b e s te r-D e n b ig h -R u th ip  L in e  is .n o w  b e in g  c o n s id e re d  f o r  c lo s u re  and a  

T r a in  U se rs  A s s o c ia t io n  has been fo rm ed  to  m eet t h i s  t h r e a t .  Anyone u s in g  th e  

l i n e  r e g u la r l y  i s  a d v is e d  to  w r i t e  to. th e  S e c re ta ry  of. th e  A s s o c ia t io n ,  f i r s ,  H. 

T a r g e t t ,  D o lw en , C lw yd Avenue, D e n b ig h , and g iv e  d e t a i l s  o f  name, home a d d re s s .
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p lace  o f work and number o f t im e s  th e  jo u rn e y  i s  u n d e rta k e n ,

SRUBLUK hare communicated w ith  the  A s s o c ia t io n  and have o f fe re d  to  g iv e  any 

a ss is ta n c e  in  f ig h t in g  th e  c lo s u re .  T h is  has been g la d ly  accep ted and th e  

m a tte r  is  re c e iv in g  th e  a t te n t io n  o f th e  SRTJRIUK Com m ittee,

NEWS OF TPE BRANCHES.

The expected w ith d ra w a l o f  th e  passenger s e rv ic e  between Long M e lfo rd  and 

B u ry  S t. Edmunds i s  to  ta ke  p la ce  on and fro m  Monday A p r i l  I H h .

We und e rs tan d  th a t  th e  W esterhan b ranch  has had a re p r ie v e  and i s  n o t to  

c lo s e . Members w i l l  remember th a t  t h is  l in e  was in c lu d e d  in  la s t  y e a r 's  

R e in v ig o ra t io n  P a r ty ,  The Paw khurst l i n e ,  how ever, a ls o  v is i t e d  on t h is  

o cca s io n , i s  to  c lo s e  fro m  June 1 2 th ,

The o n l^  re m a in in g  s e rv ic e  on th e  Kent and E a s t Sussex l i n e ,  a f r e ig h t  o n ly  

s e rv ic e  between R o b e rta b rid g e  and T e n te rd e n , w i l l  a ls o  be w ith d ra w n  from  t h is  dv a . 

We hear from  M r, Mi, J .P a r n e l l  t h a t  th re e  schoo l boys p la n  to  fo rm  a P re s e rv a tio n  

S o c ie ty  f o r  t h is  l i n e .

S e ve ra l M .P . 's  are s u p p o r tin g  th e  campaign o f  the  G rea t C e n tra l A s s o c ia t io n  

to  oppose th e  c lo s u re  o f s e c t io n s  o f the  G rea t C e n tra l R a ilw a y , The A s s o c ia t io n ,  

w h ich c la im s  t h a t  th e  L .M ,R egion in te n d s  to  w ith d ra w  a l l  passenger s e rv ic e s  

between A y le s b u ry  and S h e f f ie ld ,  recommends the  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  f a s t  D ie s e l t r a in s  

s to p p in g  a t  a l l  s ta t io n s  in c lu d in g  those  now c lo s e d . O p e ra tin g  economies such 

as th e  a b o l i t io n  o f b o o k in g  o f f ic e s  and p o r te rs  a t  s ta t io n s ,  are a ls o  suggested 

by  th e ' A s s o c ia t io n .

We hear from  M r, L .F ip p e rs o n  o f  th re a ts  to  two more W estern Region b ranches.

I t  is  proposed to  w ith d ra w  th e  passenger s e rv ic e s  between O xfo rd  and F a ir fo r d  

and to  te rm in a te  th e  l i n e  a t W itn e y  and i t  i s  a ls o  fe a re d  th a t  lo c a l passenger 

s e rv ic e s  on th e  Cheltenham  to  Kingham b ranch  w i l l  be w ith d ra w n . The l a t t e r  

l in e  p ro v id e s  th e  s h o r te s t  ro u te  fro m  Cheltenham to  London, and th e  o n ly  p r a c t ic ­

ab le  ro u te  from  Cheltenham to  O x fo rd ,

We hear from  M r, C ,C la rk  th a t  th e  E a s te rn  Region proposes to  w ith d ra w  
c e r ta in  s to p p in g  passenger s e rv ic e s  between D oncaste r and March and to  c lo se  a l l  

th e  in te rm e d ia te  s ta t io n s  on t h is  ro u ts  e xcep t G a insborough. S a x ilb y ,  L in c o ln ,  

S le a fo rd , and S p a ld in g ,
I t  i s  proposed to  c lo se  th e  B e d fo rd  to  Northam pton l i n e .  The management 

c la i ip  t h a t  o n ly  78 persons were u s in g  th e  l in e  d a i l y  b u t  a re c e n t census showed



th e  f ig u r e  to  he 305 and t h i s  was ta k e n  when c o l le g e  s tu d e n ts  n o r m a lly  u s in g  

th e  l in e  were o r h o l id a y !

F r e ig h t  s e rv ic e s  were w ith d ra w n  fro m  th e  I?a la  to  aenau Ees t in io g  l i n e  

a t  th e  end o f  J a n u a ry , 7'embers w i l l  remember t h a t  p a sse n g e r s e rv ic e s  were 

w ith d ra w n  j u s t  o v e r a y e a r b e fo r e .

There i s  lo c a l  co n ce rn  th a t  i f  th e  th re a te n e d  c lo s u re  o f  th e  B ew d ley  to  

V /o o fs rto n  l in e  ta k e s  p la c e ,  c lo s u re  o f  th e  S evern  V a l le y  l i n e  fro m  B ew d ley  to  

Shre w sb u ry  w ou ld  fo l lo w , .

The M .E , and N.W. T ra n s p o r t  C om m ittees have re c o n s id e re d  th e  case o f  th e  

B arna rd . C a s tle  to  F e o r i th  l i n e  and have now recommended c lo s u re ,.

The w ith d ra w a l c f  p asse n ge r s e rv ic e s  be tw een Rugby M id la n d  and L e ic e s te r  

London Road is  now p roposed  w i t h  co m p le te  c lo s u re  betw een Rugby T7 h a rf and 

W igs ton  S cu th ,

The l in e  ru n n in g  a lo n g  th e  fG re s h o re  be tw een Swansea V ic t o r ia  and G ow erton 

wh^ch l in k s  w i t h  th e  ! - i d - ' ra ls s  J in e  m ig h t c lo s e  b y  th e  end o f  th e  y e a r .

T r a f f i c  f o r  M id—~ra le s  and th e  N o r th  w o u ld  th e n  be o p e ra te d  fro m  Swansea h ig h  S t re e t  

and reach  th e  M id -W a les  l in e  v ia  C ow erton ( N o r th ) ,  L la n e l l y , o r  C a rm arthen .

in t e r e s t in g  s u rv e y  o f  p u b l ic  o p in io n  has been c a r r ie d  o u t b y  th e  South  

Devon. R a ilw a y  P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty  in  th e  a re a  se rve d  b y  th e  T o tne s  to  

Ashbu r t o n l in e  w h ic h  c lo s e d  to  passenge r t r a f f i c  on November 1 s t ,  1958, The 

s u rv e y  was co nd u c te d  betw een M id—Decem ber, 196!>, and la t e  J a n u a ry , 1961, and 

re v e a le d  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  m issed  th e  t r a in s  and t h a t  th e  buses  caused much 

d is s a t i s f a c t io n .  Out o f  66 pe rson s  in te r v ie w e d ,  47 were fo rm e r p a sse n ge rs  o f  

th e  l in e  and th e  same number s a id  t h a t  th e y  w ou ld  use th e  s e rv ic e  a g a in  i f  i t  

were e v e r r e in s t a t e d ,  in  o f  th e  66 s a id  t h a t  th e  c lo s u re  had caused them 

c o n s id e ra b le  in c o n v e n ie n c e  and a f u r t h e r  17 e x p e r ie n c e d  some in c o n v e n ie n c e . The 

e f f e c t  o f  th e  c lo s u re  on r a i l  t r a v e l  in  g e n e ra l was shown b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  25 o f 

th o s e  in te r v ie w e d  use a l_ l r a i l  s e rv ic e s  le s s  o f te n .

C lo s u re s  o f  in d iv id u a l  s ta t io n s  a re  as f o l lo w s : — Carn  B re a  ( . r. R . ) ,  fro m  

J a n u a ry  2nd? N o t io n  and R o y s to n , and win t e r s e t t  and R y h i l l , (N rE ,R . ) :  ALSO 

fro m  J a n u a ry  2nd , I t  i s  p ro po se d  t o  c lo s e  Moss Sid e  and :;'r e a Green on th e  

P re s to n  to  B la c k p o o l L in e ,

C ha irm an: M r, C .F ,M a n le y , 42 H i l ls b o ro u g h  C o u r t ,  London , M .W .6 ,
M em bership S e c r e ta ry :  M r. J .F .G ro v e s ,  46 S to n e p a rk  A venue, Beckenham, K e n t.
E d i t o r :  D r, M .F .L .C a to n , 1 ') G ro sven o r G ardens, U p m in s te r ,  E sse x ,


