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“ e hope t h a t  members app ro ve d  o f  th e  im p ro ve d  P ro g re s s  R e p o rt l a s t  m on th , 

w ith  th e  g r e a te r  em phasis on news o f  th e  B ra n ch  L in e s ,  T h is  m onth t h a t  fe a tu r e  

i s  ex tended  -  and th e  r e p o r ts  a re  g iv e n  in  somewhat g r e a te r  d e t a i l ,

REGENTS COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS OF INTEREST. The v ie w s  and p ro p o s a ls  o f  

SRUBLUK have been fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  R a ilw a y  B oa rd  f o r  th e  C om m ittee 

E n q u iry ,  I t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  o u r r e p re s e n ta t io n s  w ere am ongst th e  e a r l i e s t  

re c e iv e d .

The Com m ittee d is c u s s e d  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  c lo s in g  o f  th e

D ornoch B ra n c h , and o f  a num ber o f  in te r m e d ia te  s t a t io n s  on th e  m ain l i n e .  In

c o n n e c tio n  w i th  t h i s  c lo s u re  th e re  w ere s t ro n g  p r o te s ts  and tw o M '.P .’ s to o k  th e

m a tte r  up w i t h  th e  M in is t e r  a s k in g  f o r  th e  c lo s u re  to  be p o s tp o n e d . F u r th e r

d e t a i ls  re g a rd in g  t h i s  m a t te r  app e a r l a t e r  in  t h i s  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t ,

The Com m ittee d is c u s s e d  th e  p ro p o se d  c lo s u re  o f  th e  N este rham  B ra n c h , and

I t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  a lo c a l  A s s o c ia t io n  in  t h a t  a re a  has b r ie f e d  C ounse l to

appear to  p re s e n t th e  case f o r  r e t e n t io n .  The A s s o c ia t io n  a re  h o p e fu l o f  s u c c e s s .

Two members o f  th e  C om m ittee  r e p o r te d  on a v i s i t  t h a t  th e y  had made t o  th e

S ta in e s  'V es t and U xb rid g e  (V in e  S t r e e t ) B ra n c h e s . A r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  v i s i t  appea rs

l a t e r  on in  t h i s  is s u e .
The Chairm an drew  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  th e  C om m ittee  to  an in t e r e s t in g  p o in t

in  th e  re c e n t  r e p o r t  o f  th e  C e n tra l T ra n s p o r t  U sers  C o n s u lta t iv e  Com m itee, where

i t  was s ta te d  t h a t  i f  i t  i3  c o n s id e re d  t h a t  th e  amount o f  h a rd s h ip  caused

o u tw e ig h s  th e  econom ies o b ta in e d  b y  c lo s u re  o f  a l i n e  th e  C om m ittee a re  p re p a re d

to  recommend t h a t  th e  s e rv ic e  c o n t in u e .  A num ber o f  o th e r  l in e s  were a ls o

d is c u s s e d , in c lu d in g  th e  B u r to n  - T u tb u r y , and R e d d itc h  -  A s h c h u rc h , SRUBLUK's

s tu d ie s  o f  th e s e  l in e s  a re  c o n t in u in g .

SRUBLUK REPORT ON THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE BEST DRAYTON -  STAINES (WEST) 
AND UXBRIDGE (VINE STREET) BRANCHES.

The Sub—C om m ittee a r r iv e d  a t  W est D ra y to n  and Y je w s le y  s t a t io n  b y  th e  2 :4 2  pm

t r a i n  fro m  P a d d in g to n  and p u rcha se d  day  r e tu r n  t i c k e t s  f o r  th e  6^- m ile  t r i p  to

S ta in e s  (W e s t) ,  The e x a m in a t io n  was made on a S a tu rd a y  a f te r n o o n .  T]|̂ e 3 :1 3  pm



t o  S ta in e s  c o n s is te d  o f  G lo u c e s te r  R .C . & W.Co, s in g le  u n i t  r a i l c a r  N o, WW55019, 

and n e a r ly  h a l f  o f  th e  65 s e a ts  w ere f i l l e d  on d e p a r tu r e .

A t C o ln b ro o k  (3 m i le s )  5 p asse n ge rs  jo in e d  th e  t r a i n ;  none was o bse rve d  to  

a l i g h t ,  C o ln b ro o k  i s  th e  o n ly  p a s s in g  lo o p  on th e  b ra n c h , h a v in g  up and down 

p la t fo r m s ,  b o th  i n  u s e .

No s to p  was made a t  F o y le  E s ta te  H a l t  (3^- m i le s ) ;  t h i s  re q u e s t h a l t  s e rve s  

a v e ry  l im i t e d  a re a  betw een C o ln b ro o k  and F o y le  E a l t  f o r  S ta n w e ll M oor (3 -f m i le s )  

where 5-§- passenge rs  jo in e d  th e  c a r  w h i le  2 a l ig h t e d ,  A c o n sp icu o u s  ro a d s id e  

nameboard was o b se rve d  a t  t h i s  h a l t .

Two p assenge rs  jo in e d  a t  Y eoveney, who were p ro b a b ly  r a i lw a y  e n th u s ia s ts .

A s h o r t  d is ta n c e  s o u th  o f  Yeoveney th e  fa c in g  s p u r  c o n n e c tin g  th e  b ra n ch  

w i th  th e  S .R . W indso r and S to n  ( R iv e r s id e )  l i n e  was passed . T h is  i s  now o v e rg ro n ^ *  

b u t ,  i f  r e s to r e d ,  c o u ld  p ro v id e  a th ro u g h  c o n n e c tio n  t o  S ta in e s  C e n t r a l .  The 

S ta in e s  (W es t) l i n e  c ro s s e d  th e  e l e c t r i f i e d  W ind so r B ranch  b y  an o v e rb r id g e  and 

c o n tin u e s  a lo n g s id e  t h i s  l i n e  u n t i l  S ta in e s  (W est) i s  re a c h e d .

S e v e ra l om nibus ro u te s  were n o te d  to  te rm in a te  im m e d ia te ly  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  

s t a t io n ,  w h ich  is  o n ly  a v e r y  s h o r t  w a lk  fro m  th e  m a in  s h o p p in g  c e n t r e .  No 

s ig n p o s ts  to  th e  s t a t io n  were o bse rve d  in  th e  to w n , h ow eve r.

The Sub-C om m ittee  n e x t  v i s i t e d  S ta in e s  ( C e n t r a l)  w h ic h  is  t o  th e  e a s t o f  

th e  to w n . T h is  s t a t io n  was w e l l  s ig n p o s te d  a t  th e  o v e rb r id g e  in  th e  tow n c e n t r e ,  

and i s  a ls o  c o n v e n ie n t ly  s i t u a t e d .  There  have been c o n f l i c t i n g  r e p o r ts  re g a rd in g  

th e  in t e n t io n  a t  a f u t u r e  d a te  t o  d iv e r t  th e  S ta in e s  (W est) t r a in s  to  S ta in e s  

( C e n t r a l) ;  i t  i s  c o n s id e re d  no s e r io u s  in c o n v e n ie n c e  w o u ld  r e s u l t ,  in d e e d  th e  

b ra n c h  w o u ld  have th e  advan tage  o f  m a in  l i n e  c o n n e c tio n s  a t  b o th  e n d s . J u d g in g  ^  

b y  th e  b r id g e s  now b e in g  b u i l t  o v e r b o th  th e  W ind so r and S ta in e s  (W es t) l i n e s ,  

i t  w ou ld  appear t h a t  t h i s  d iv e r s io n  i s  n o t  now c o n te m p la te d .

On th e  r e tu r n  jo u rn e y ,  th e  4 :5 2  pn  l e s t  S ta in e s  (W est) a p p ro x im a te ly  h a l f -  

- f i l l e d .  No s to p  was made a t  Y eoveney, b u t  a t  F o y le  11 p a sse n g e rs  a l ig h t e d .

There  was no f u r t h e r  exchange o f  p asse n ge rs  u n t i l  a r r i v a l  a t  W est D ra y to n .

J u d g in g  b y  th e  p a t te r n  o f  t r a f f i c  on t h i s  S a tu rd a y  a f te rn o o n ,  th e  o r ig in a l  

in t e n t io n  to  c u r t a i l  t h i s  s e rv ic e  a t  C o ln b ro o k , r e p la c in g  th e  C o ln b ro o k  to  S ta in e s  

s e c t io n  b y  a b u s , w o u ld  have been d is a s te ro u s  -  i t  woud appear mosjb im p o r ta n t  t h a t  

a th ro u g h  l i n k  be m a in ta in e d  betw een  W est D ra y to n  and S ta in e s .

There  has b ee n , h ow eve r, a fa v o u ra b le  p o s t s c r ip t  t o  t h i s  v i s i t  w h ic h  appeared  

i n  th e  p re s s  a t  a b o u t th e  same t im e r  u n d e r th e  h e a d in g  -
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BRIDGE PLAN SAVES A R A IL  L IN E .
A change o f  p la n  b y  th e  M in is t r y  o f  T ra n s p o r t  i s  s a v in g  a b ra n c h  r a i lw a y

l i n e .  F our s ta t io n s  were to  be c lo s e d  so t h a t  a p ro po se d  v ia d u c t  to  c a r r y  th e  

new S ta in e s  b y -p a s s  a t  W ra ysb u ry , B u c k s , c o u ld  be s h o r te n e d  and th e  c o s t  c u t  b y  

£120,000.
The s ta t io n s  on th e  l i n e  be tw een C o ln b ro o k  and S ta in e s  a re  P o y le  E s ta te  F a i t ,  

P oy le  f o r  S ta n w e ll Moor F a i t ,  Y eoveney H a l t ,  and S ta in e s  W est,

Now th e  M in is t r y  have a n o th e r  p la n  in v o lv in g  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  th re e  s e p a ra te  

b r id g e s .

One o f  th e s e  w o u ld  be u n n e c e s s a ry  i f  th e  l i n e  were c lo s e d .  The s a v in g  in  

^ j i i s  w ou ld  be £ 3 0 ,0 0 0  -  n o t  enough to  j u s t i f y  c lo s in g  th e  l i n e ,  s a y  th e  M in is t r y .

N e ith e r  can B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  (W este rn  R e g io n ) p u t  fo rw a rd  a case on 

econom ic g rounds to  w ith d ra w  th e  s e rv ic e s  on t h i s  l i n e ,

Cn r e tu r n  to  West D ra y to n , th e  members o f  th e  s u b -c o m m itte e  pu rcha se d  s in g le  

t i c k e t s  f o r  th e  2^- m ile  jo u rn e y  to  U x b r id g e  (V in e  S t r e e t ) ,  ( 7 d ) .  The 5 :1 8  pm 

(ex-G .W .R , D ie s e l r a i l c a r  N o. W30W) l e f t  w i t h  no o th e r  p asse n ge rs  and no passenge rs  

jo in e d  a t  C ow ley (l-g- m i le s ) .  T h is  was s u r p r is in g  s in c e  c o n d it io n s  on b o th  th e  

S ta in e s  and U x b rid g e  b ra n ch e s  appeared  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  to  be s im i la r ;  th e re  was no 

a p p a re n t re a so n  why th e  p o t e n t ia l  t r a f f i c  s h o u ld  be so much le s s .

U x b rid g e  (V in e  S t r e e t )  s t a t io n  i s  c o n v e n ie n t ly  s i t u a te d  n e a r th e  tow n c e n t r e ,  

and is  o n ly  a v e ry  s h o r t  w a lk  fro m  th e  M e t r o p o l i ta n  L in e  s t a t io n .  The s t a t io n  

f r o n t  was obse rve d  to  be e n t i r e l y  d e v o id  o f  any nam eboard; th e  o n ly  in d ic a t io n  o f  

^ t s  r a i lw a y  o w n e rsh ip  was th e  p re sen ce  o f  a few  r a i lw a y  p o s te r s .  Cheap day 

t r a v e l  t o  S ou thend -on -S ea  was am ongst th e  m a tte rs  a d v e r t is e d ,  b u t  no in d ic a t io n  

was g iv e n  o f th e  lo c a l  t r a i n  s e r v ic e ,  m a in  l i n e  c o n n e c t io n s ,  e t c . ,  on th e  e x t e r io r  

o f  th e  b u i ld in g .

The bus s to p ,  i d e a l l y  s i t u a te d  in  th e  s t a t io n  f o r e c o u r t ,  p ro v id e d  an 

e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  absence o f  p asse n ge rs  on th e  b ra n c h , A w e l l- lo a d e d  s in g le  

deck omnibus was le a v in g  — d e s t in a t io n  W est D ra y to n  s t a t io n ,  i h i s  s e rv ic e  fo l lo w s  

th e  r a i l  l i n e  c lo s e ly  f o r  th e  w ho le  jo u rn e y ,  and o p e ra te d  a t  an in t e r v a l  o f  5 -  10 

m in u te s  th ro u g h o u t th e  d a y . The jo u rn e y  t im e  i s  15 m in u te s ,  a g a in s t  7 m in u te s  

on th e  r a i lw a y .  W h ile  i t  may be c o n s id e re d  t h a t  th e  bus s e rv ic e  p ro v id e s  a more 

c o n v e n ie n t s e rv ic e  to  th e  in te r m e d ia te  r e s id e n t ia l  d i s t r i c t ,  th e  t im e ta b le  h e a d in g  

r a th e r  b e l ie s  t h i s  in t e n t io n  -  i t  re a d s  — "S p e c ia l S h u t t le  S e rv ic e  -  U x b r id g e



S ta t io n  to  West D ra y to n  and. Y ie w s le y  S ta t io n ” , The bus a p p e a rs , i n  facife, to  be 

ru n n in g  in  d i r e c t  c o m p e t it io n  w i t h  th e  ra ilw a y , ,

Cowley s t a t io n  i s  as e n t i r e l y  d e v o id  o f  p u b l i c i t y  as U x b r id g e ,  The ro a d s id e  

nameboard has been rem oved, and th e  s t a t io n  e n tra n c e s  a re  u nm arked . S e p a ra te  

e n tra n c e s  e x is t ,  on o p p o s ite  s id e s  o f  th e  ro a d  o v e r b r id g e ,  f o r  th e  up and down 

p la t fo r m s .  Ho in t e r n a l  c o n n e c tio n  e x is t s  be tw een  th e  p la t fo r m s ,  b u t  b o o k in g  

f a c i l i t i e s  a re  a v a i la b le  on e a ch . An a tm osphere  o f  n e g le c t  p e rva d e s  th e  s t a t io n :  

th e  e n tra n c e s  and p la t fa rm s  a re  o v e rg ro w n , and th e  nam eboards and b u i ld in g s  a re  

in  need o f  r e n o v a t io n .

The answer t o  th e  t r a f f i c  p ro b le m  w o u ld  appear to  be a r e g u la r  in t e r v a l  

s e rv ic e  on th e  b ra n c h  th ro u g h o u t th e  d a y , w i t h  adequa te  p u b l i c i t y  a t  s t a t io n s ,

T h i3  w o u ld  te n d  to  make th e  t r a i n  as e a s y  to  c a tc h  as th e  b u s . A t  p re s e n t th e re  

a re  no t r a in s ,  on w eekdays, be tw een  1 0 :3 0  an and 4 :4 0  pm, and on S a tu rd a y s  betw een 

2 :3 0  and 5 pm. I t  w o u ld  h a r d ly  be s u r p r is in g  i f  t r a v e l l e r s ,  fo r c e d  on to  th e  

buses a t  c e r t a in  t in e s  o f  th e  d a y , fo rm ed  th e  h a b i t  o f  bus t r a v e l ,

A f u r t h e r  v i s i t  was made b y  a member o f  th e  s u b -c o ra n it te e  on a weekday 

when he a r r iv e d  a t  -Vest D ra y to n  s t a t io n  a t  2 :1 5  pm. The buses w ere  ru n n in g  

a p p ro x im a te ly  h a l f  f u l l ,  a t  f re q u e n t  i n t e r v a l s ,  A c o n s id e ra b le  p r o p o r t io n  o f  th e  

passenge rs  a l ig h t in g  e n te re d  th e  s t a t io n ,  b u t  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  some were m e re ly  

m aking a s h o r t  c u t  a c ro s s  th e  r a i lw a y .  Cn th e  a r r i v a l  o f  th e  2 :1 2  pn  t r a i n  fro m  

P a d d in g to n  a num ber o f  p asse n ge rs  who d e s ire d  t h i s  bus had to  chase i t  t o  th e  

em ergency t r a f f i c  l i g h t s  i n s t a l l e d  because o f  th e  b r id g e  r e b u i ld in g .  So much 

f o r  r o a d / r a i l  c o - o r d in a t io n  a t  W est D ra y to n !

By f a r  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  in te r m e d ia te  bus s to p  i s  S ta t io n  R oad, C o w le y j ^  

an a re a  se rve d  b y  C ow ley S ta t io n .  The bus does in  f a c t  ru n  beyond V in e  S t re e t  

S ta t io n  in  U x b r id g e ,  to  th e  bus s t a t io n ,  b u t  th e  d is ta n c e  i s  n e g l ig ib le .  The 

m a in  ro a d  in  U x b r id g e  i3  v e ry  c o n g e s te d , th a n k s ,  in  p a r t ,  to  th e  b u s e s .

ithese o b s e fv a t io n s  d e m o n s tra te  th e  u s e fu ln e s s  o f  t h i s  b ra n c h  l i n e .

LONDON AND HOMS COUNTIES ELECTRIC TRACTION SOCIETY'S ELECTRIC RAILTOUR,

IS  SEPTEMBER. T h i3 S o c ie ty  i s  o rg a n is in g  a s e r ie s  o f  e l e c t r i c  r a i l t o u r s  in  th e  

London A re a , th e  f o r s t  o f  w h ic h  w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  on 18 S ep tem be r, The s to c k  

w i l l  be a 4 c a r  t r a i n  o f  F S to c k  w i th  h ig h  speed m o to rs  b u i l t  in  1920 , and w i l l  

s t a r t  fro m  Wembley P a rk , LTE, a t  2 pm. The ro u te  w i l l  be W a tfo rd  (M e t) ,  h a rro w — 

- o n - t h e - E i l l ,  U x b r id g e , A c to n  Town, f a s t  l i n e  to  H am m ersm ith, E a r ls  C o u rt H ig h  

L e v e l,  H ig h  S t r e e t  K e n s in g to n , E ake r S t r e e t ,  In n e r  C i r c le  O u te r R a i l  co m p le te
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f i n a l l y  r e v e r s in g  a t  B aker S t r e e t  f o r  a n o n -3tc p  ru n  to  w/em bley P a rk , a r r i v i n g  a t  

6 :4 3  pm. There  w i l l  be p h o to g ra p h ic  s top s ,, F a re  lo / ~  ( c h i ld r e n  u n d e r 14 5 / - ) ,  

in c lu d in g  i t i n e r a r y ,  and may be o b ta in e d  fro m  M r. T r in d e r  a t  31 A th e ld e n e  Road,

S . W . 1 8 ,

NE7/S OF TEE B5A?TCPES ,

There has been a l e t  o f  t a l k  l a t e l y  a b o u t r a i lw a y  b ra n c h  l in e s  and t h e i r  

c lo s u r e :  we t h in k  members w i l l  be in t e r e s te d  to o  in  news c f  th e  J a c k  C om m ittee 

w h ich  i s  in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  t re n d s  o f  r u r a l  bus s e r v ic e s .  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  Jack  

C om m ittee , fe w  p e e p le  seem to  r e a l i s e  t h a t  r u r a l  bu3 ro u te s  can be j u s t  as 

u n re m u n e ra tiv e  as r u r a l  r a i lw a y  l i n e s ,  and t h a t  in  a few . y e a rs  tim e  th e  c o u n try  

bus c o u ld  be as n e a r ly  e x t in c t  as th e  c o u n try  t r a i n .  The C o m m itte e 's  jo b  i s  

e n q u ire  in t o  th e  adequacy o f  th e s e  bus s e r v ic e s ,  and c o n s id e r  p o s s ib le  m ethods 

o f  e n s u r in g  adequate  s e rv ic e s  in  th e  f u t u r e .

A s u b -co m m itte e  have j u s t  co m p le te d  a v i s i t  to  m id -^ /a le s , and w ha t th e y  saw 

made a b ig  e f f e c t  on them . T h is  a re a  c o n ta in s  a v e ry  s c a t te r e d  p o p u la t io n ,  

b u t  th e  same p ro b le m  in  v a ry in g  d e g re e s , i s  fo u n d  in. o th e r  a re a s .  The t r o u b le  

i s  s im p ly  t h i s :  th e re  a re  fe w  bus ro u te s  anyw here to d a y  w h ic h  a re  s e l f - s u p p o r t in g ,  

and e conom ic , ju d g e d  i n d i v id u a l l y .  The g e n e ra l manager o f  one la rg e  bus company 

in  th e  p ro v in c e s  has s ta te d  t h a t  66^ o f  h is  ro u te s  a re  c o m p le te ly  uneconom ic .

They a re  p a id  f o r ,  (o r  s u b s id is e d )  b y  th e  few  s e rv ic e s  t h a t  do make a p r o f i t .

The econom ics o f  r u n r in g  a bus a re  so m e th in g  l i k e  t h i s  -  i t  c o s ts  2 / -  a m ile  to  

ru n  a b u s , b u t  th e  p asse n ge r o n ly  pays tw opence a m i le .  As th e  bu3 has to  average 

12 passenge rs  th ro u g h o u t th e  t im e  i t  i s  cn th e  ro a d , i t  i s  as w e l l  t o  remember 

r^ 4 h a t many r u r a l  ro u te s  o n ly  ave rage  tw o . There  has g o t to  be some g iv e  and ta k e  

somewhere: e i t h e r  th e  c o u n try  p e o p le  w i l l  have fe w e r buses — p a r t i c u l a r l y  

c u t t in g  o u t th e  once a week to  m a rk e t ty p e  o f  r o u te s ,  o r  in c re a s e d  fa r e s  -  

p ro b a b ly  to  6d a m i le .  And i f  t h a t  makes more p e o p le  b u y  t h e i r  own p e rs o n a l 

t r a n s p o r t  -  s c o o te rs  and so o n , and so th e  v ic ic u s  c i r c l e  goes on! Members 

w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be in te r e s te d  t h a t  th e  r u r a l  bus s e rv ic e s  a re  n o t  now seen to  

be th e  m agic answ er in  p la c e  o f  b ra n c h  l i n e s ,  and th e re  have been s e v e ra l 

re c e n t  cases where b ra n c h  l i n e  c lo s u re s  were p ro po se d  and th e  bus com panies 

re fu s e d  to  p ro v id e  a l t e r n a t iv e  s e r v ic e s .  Food f o r  th o u g h t h e re .
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The South  Devon. R a ilw a y  P re s e r v a t io n  S o c ie ty , w i t h  whom we a re  a l l i e d ,  

r e c e n t ly  a rra n g e d  a s p e c ia l t r a i n  on th e  l i n e  fro m  Newton A bbo t to  H o re ton h am ps te ad . 

w h ic h  is  th e  c e n tre  c f  t h e i r  endeavou rs  -  and h op e s . The s p e c ia l  c a r r ie d  225 

p e rs o n s , and a t  T e ig n g ra c e  K a l t  ( th e  f i r s t  on th e  b ra n c h )  th e  t r a i n  was welcomed 

by  th e  S c c ie ty r s C h a irm a n , Canon U .M .Jo n e s , The h a l t  was d re s s e s  o v e r a l l ,  and 

th e re  was a la rg e  c row d ; p ro b a b ly  th e  la r g e s t  t h a t  th e  h a l t  had e v e r known. The 

g ue s ts  in c lu d e d  th e  Chairm en o f  Newton A bbo t U rban D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il ,  and a ls o  

o f  th e  Newton A bbo t R u ra l D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il ;  th e  Chairm an o f  th e  S .D .B .P .S . was 

o f f i c i a l l y  p re s e n te d  a t  M ore tonham pstead  S ta t io n  w i th  t h a t  S o c ie ty 's  Green T ie .

I t  i s  s u r p r is in g  w ha t can be a c h ie v e d , g iv e n  th e  e f f o r t !
The l i n e  fro m  B u ry  St.Edm unds to  T h e t fo rd  has now c lo s e d ;  th e  passenge r ^  

s e rv ic e  was w ith d ra w n  in  1953, a lth o u g h  goods s e rv ic e s  d id  c o n t in u e ,  r r i t i s h  

R a ilw a y s  c la im  t h a t  th e  co m p le te  c lo s u re  w i l l  save th e  sum o f  £9000 p e r  y e a r .

The l i n e  was opened in  1876, and c o s t  £8500 p e r m ile  to  h u i jd ;  q u i te  a sum in  th o s e  

days,

F n tw i s t l e , on th e  l i n e  fro m  B e lto n  to  B la c k b u rn ,  i s  u " d e r  t h r e a t  o f  c lo s u re ,  

and th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  300 i s  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  o p p o s in g  i t .  There  i s  no bus s e rv ic e  

to  th e  c e n tre  o f  t h i s  eom m uity , and in  w in te r  th e y  r e l y  on th e  r a i lw a y  to  b r in g  

in  s u p p lie d  f c r  b o th  humans and a n im a ls .  In  1947 a l l  ro a d s  in  to  th e  v i l l a g e  

were b lo c k e d  f o r  f i v e  w eeks. The s a v in g  c la im e d  b y  c lo s in g  th e  s t a t io n  w o u ld  

amount to  £1374, and th e  t r a f f i c  census shows t h a t  th e  t r a f f i c  to  E o ito n  i s  

35 jo in in g ,  and 20 a l ig h t in g ;  on S a tu rd a y s , 48 jo in in g ,  and 20 a l ig h t in g ;  and 

on Sundays 4 jo in in g ,  8 a l ig h t in g .  The f ig u r e s  to  B la c k b u rn  a re  s im i la r .  P a rc e ls  

fo rw a rd e d  were 494 , and re c e iv e d  192 . The n e a re s t  bus s to p  i s  up a 1 in  7 h i l l  

w h ich  is  im p a ssab le  in  w in t e r ,  and th e  v i l l a g e  has no sh op s , d o c to r ,  s c h o o l,  

b ank , o r p o s t  o f f i c e .  From a census c a r r ie d  o u t in  th e  v i l l a g e ,  o f  th e  200

l i v i n g  w i t h in  w a lk in g  d is ta n c e  o f  th e  s t a t io n ,  50$ t r a v e l le d  b y  r a i l  r e g u la r ly ,  

and a f u r t h e r  30$ o c c a s io n a l ly .  They c la im  in  th e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a h ig h e r  

p e rce n ta g e  th a n  m ost u rb a n  c o m m u n itie s . The r e s u l t  o f  th e  d e p u ta t io n  and

e n q u iry  i s  a w a ite d .
I t  i s  p roposed  to  c lo s e  Y/earhead and S t ,  J o h n 's  Chapel S ta t io n s ,  h u t  th e  

l a t t e r  w o u ld  become a p u b l ic  d e l iv e r e r  s id in g .  The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  i s  to  s h o r te n  

th e  Y /eardale  B ranch  -  a t  a t im e  when i t  i s  gove rnm en t p o l i c y  to  endeavou r to  

a t t r a c t  in d u s t r y  to  U pper Y /eardaleJ ’"ea rhead  R u ra l D i s t r i c t  c o u n c i l  a re  e n te r in g  

a s t ro n g  p r o te s t .



Wamphray. D in w o o d ie . N e th e rc le u g h . E c c le fe c h a n ,  F i r t l e b r i d g e . and 

K i r k p a t r ic k  s ta t io n s  on th e  GIa s g o w -C a r li s le  m ain l i n e  have been c lo s e d *

D inw ood ie  and N e th e rc le u g h  goods s ta t io n s  have a lr e a d y  been c lo s e d ,  and Y /anphrvy 

F e c le fe c h a n , E i r t le b r id g e  and K i r k p a t r i c k  goods s ta t io n s  w i l l  be c o 'v e r te d  to  

u n s ta f fe d  p u b l ic  s id in g s *

T u tb u ry  J in n ie  (on  th e  d i r e c t  l i n e  be tw een  B u r to n -o n - T re n t  and Crewe) has 

now run  f o r  th e  l a s t  t im e *  The l i n e  was lo s in g  £70 10 so i t  was s a id ,  and the 

la s t  ru n  was p a t ro n is e d  b y  o v e r 300 p e rs o n s , M r, John J e n n in g s ,  M .F . f o r  Burdton, 

who le d  th e  p r o te s t s ,  w a s , on th e  l a s t  t r ip * .

A d m ire rs  o f  th e  Mumbles E le c t r ic  R a ilw a y  w i l l  no d o u b t w is h  to  n o te  t h a t  th e  

coach o f  t h i s  r a i lw a y  l e f t  Swansea (on a t r a i n )  l e f t  f o r  i t s  perm anent home 

on th e  Leeds U n iv e r s i t y  M id d le to n  C o l l i e r y  R a ilw a y  S o c ie ty ,  where i t  w i l l  have 

a s p e c ia l l y  b u i l t  le n g th  o f  2 m ile s  o f  t r a c k .

Clowne Sout h ,  a ls o  Clow ne and B a r lb o ro u g h  have a ls o  been c lo s e d . No p assenge rs  

have used th e s e  s ta t io n s  f o r  two y e a rs  -  B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  manager t h i s  a p p a re n t 

f e a t  b y  k e e p in g  th e  s ta t io n s  open to  p a s s e n g e rs , b u t  a r ra n g in g  t h a t  no passenge r 

t r a in s  c a l le d  th e r e !

S p e c u la t io n  t h a t  Mar lb o ro u g h  s t a t io n  n a y  be c lo s e d  to  passenge r t r a f f i c  in  

th e  n o t  to o  d i s t a r c t  f u t u r e  i s  backed  b y  an o f f i c i a l  " h i n t "  fro m  P a d d in g to n ,

A spokesman s ta te d  t h a t  th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  M id la n d  and South  '/e s te rn  J u n c t io n  

R a iiw a y  betw een C he ltenham  and A ndove r (w h ic h  SRUBLTJK have been e x p e c t in g )  

nay  be su gg e s te d  s h o r t l y  to  th e  t r a n s p o r t  u s e rs  c o n s u ta i iv e  com m ittee  f o r  th e  r. 

a re a . The l in e  i s  lo s in g  m oney, b u t  no d a te  f o r  c lo s u re  has y e t  been d e c id e d  

O p o n ,
R e g a rd in g  th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  l i n e  fro m  th e  Mound J u n c t io n  to  n o rn o e fr, the  

H ig h la n d  Fund has d e c id e d  n o t  t o  p ro ce e d  w i t h  i t s  scheme to  o p e ra te  t h i s  l i n e ,  

s in c e  th e  Com m ission w i l l  o n ly  cede th e  passe n ge r t r a f f i c ,  b u t  w i l l  s t i l l  d e a l 

w i th  p a rc e ls  and f r e i g h t  t r a f f i c  fro m  S ona r B r id g e ,  14 m ile s  away. In  a d d i t io n ,  

th e  Mound S ta t io n  w o u ld  re m a in  c lo s e d ,  u n le s s  th e  h ig h la n d  Sund w o u ld  g ua ra n te e  

B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y 's  lo s s e s  on o p e ra t in g  i t .  They w o u ld  n o t  be a g re e a b le  to  th e  

H ig h la n d  Fund o p e ra t in g  i t .  I n  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s , th e  H ig h la n d  Fund d e c id e d  

t h a t  in  v ie w  o f  th e  many d i f f i c u l t  c o n d it io n s  o f  w h ic h  th e  above a re  o n ly  some, 

w h ich  B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  w o u ld  im pose , t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  p ro ce e d  w i th  th e  p la n *

The P ro v o s t o f  D ornoch  a ls o  e xp re sse d  h i3  d is a p p ro v a l o f  th e  way th in g s  were



\
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g o in g , and s ta te d  t h a t  he d is a p p ro v e d  o f  any a tte m p t to  c e le b ra te  th e  c lo s in g  o f  

th e  l i r e .  He f e l t  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  r a th e r  he a day o f  p r o te s t  a g a in s t  th e  w ith d ra w a l 

o f  a p u b l ic  f a c i l i t y .  He added t h a t  i f  an i n v i t a t i o n  were s e n t to  th e  c o u n c il  

to  be p re s e n t when th e  t r a i n  made i t s  la s t  ru n  he w o u ld  tu r n  i t  down. To do 

o th e rw is e  w ou ld  be to  d e p a r t  fro m  th e  l i n e  t h a t  th e y  had ta k e n  a l l  a lo n g .  I t  w o u ld  

be f a n t a s t ic  to  go o u t and lo o k  a t  th e  l a s t  t r a i n ,  and pe rhaps  even to  t r a v e l  in  

i t ,

FiftSpr new buses have been p la c e d  in  th e  N o r th  o f  S c o t la n d  in  su pp le m e n t o f  

the  e x is t in g  buses f o l lo w in g  th e s e  c lo s u r e s :  b u t  a p p a r e n t ly  i t  has n o t  been 

r e a l is e d  t h a t  buses w ith  open doo rw a ys , no sn ow p lo u gh s , and o n ly  ru d im e n ta ry  h e a t in fo
l  .

are  n e t a t  a l l  s u i t a b le  f o r  th e  >To r th  o f  S c o tla n d  in  th e  m id d le  o f  w in t e r .
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