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INTRODUCING THE NEW MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY. The new membership s e c re ta ry  

o f SRU3LUK i s  M r. J .P .G ro v e s , 46 S tonepark  Avenue, Beckenham, K e n t, to  whom a l l  

s u b s c r ip t io n s  sh o u ld  be fo rw a rd e d  in  f u tu r e ,  and who w i l l  be p leased  to  send d e ta i ls  

o f  th e  S o c ie ty  to  p ro s p e c tiv e  members on re q u e s t.
0 ^  RECENT TRANSACTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE. The Committee co n s id e re d  th e  te rm s o f  

th e  l e t t e r  to  be despatched to  th e  Chairman o f  th e  R a ilw a y  Board who is  r e c e iv in g  

re p re s e n ta t io n s  re g a rd in g  ways o f im p ro v in g  (and s a v in g )  B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s ; th e  

l e t t e r  was approved, and o u r re p re s e n ta t io n s  have now been lo d g e d .
The Kent R e in v ig o ra t io n  P a r ty  was d is c u s s e d , f u r t h e r  d e ta i ls  o f  w h ich  w i l l  f o l lo w .  

Members are asked to  no te  th a t  th e  da te  proposed is  September 1 0 th  and n o t  the  

1 1 th , as m entioned in  th e  May R e p o rt,

The Committee have d e c ided  to  r e v e r t  to  t h e i r  fo rm e r p o l ic y  and in s e r t  

a d ve rtism e n ts  re g a rd in g  SRTJBLUK in  th e  R a ilw a y  J o u rn a ls  -  a p o l ic y  th a t  has been 

in  abeya-ce f o r  s e v e ra l y e a rs .

I t  appears th a t  some members are n o t v e r y  c le a r  re g a rd in g  th e  purpose o f  

SRU3LUK R e in v ig o ra t io n  P a r t ie s ;  and th e  Committee w ish  i t  to  be known th a t  th e y  

serve  th re e  p u rp o s e s :-  
i )  They draw a t te n t io n  to  the  S o c ie ty ,  and i t s  o b je c ts  and p o l ic y ;

(b ) They draw a t te n t io n  to  th e  B ranch  L in e  P roblem ;

(h )  They p ro v id e  an o u t in g  on b ra n ch  l in e s  f o r  members.
The Committee now have a l i a i s o n  nenber w ith  th e  South Devon R a ilw a y  

S o c ie ty ,  th e re b y  im p ro v in g  o u r l in k s  w ith  th e  o th e r  s o c ie t ie s .
The c lo se  s im i l a r i t y  o f  v ie w s  between th e  B rnach L in e  S o c ie ty  and SRUBLUK 

was aga in  c o n s id e re d , and a lth o u g h  o u r aims are  n o t  id e n t ic a l  w i th  t h e i r s ,  i t  
was f e l t  t h a t  j o i n t  c o n s u lta t io n s  w i th  t h a t  S o c ie ty  sh o u ld  ta k e  p la c e  la t e r  t h is  

y e a r , i f  a t  a l l  p o s s ib le .
Amongst th e  l in e s  c o n s id e re d , th e  S ta in e s  V/eat B ranch  was exam ined, and a 

r e p o r t  o f  t h is  l i n e  w i l l  appear i n  th e  J u ly  is s u e  o f  th e  P rog ress  R e p o rt, The 

c h ie f  reason f o r  B r i t i s h  R a ilw a ys  p ro p o s in g  i t s  c lo s u re  i s  th e  la rg e  expense

y



in  conn ec tion  w ith  thw  renew a l o f a v ia d u c t ,

OTHER NEWS OF INTEREST TC MEMBERS, The Committee have had under c o n s id e ra t io n  

f o r  some tim e  the  q u e s tio n  o f  in c re a s in g  th e  news c o n te n t o f  th e  P rog ress  R e p o rt, 

and s ta r t in g  w ith  t h is  is s u e , th e  news c o n te n t i s  c o n s id e ra b ly  e n la rg e d , as SHUBLUK 

has made arrangem ents to  re c e iv e  a much g re a te r  amount o f  news o f B ranch L in e s  

than  b e fo re .  T h is  in c re a s e  is  e x p e rim e n ta l; members are  in v i t e d  to  send t h e i r  

comnents to  the  Chairman as soon as p o s s ib le .

The SRUBLUK v ie w  on the  e s s e n t ia l p la c e  o f B ranch L in e s  i s  sp re a d in g ; t h is  i s  

the  c o n c lu s io n  to  be drawn from  th e  speech o f  M r, J .L .S im o n s , speak ing  a t  the  Annual 

Conference o f A .S .L .E .F .  a t  P a ig n to n ._  Amongst many o th e r  hard  punches -  most o f  

w h ich cou ld  have been l i f t e d  fro m  o u r M a n ife s to  -  he s a id : -  " I  have neve r hea rd  i t ^  

suggested th a t  people  l i v i n g  in  is o la te d  d i s t r i c t s  shou ld  be den ied  p o s ta l ,  gas , o r  

e l e c t r i c i t y  s e rv ic e s ;  b u t  th a t  i s  what happens o f te n  a t  th e se  p la ce s  so f a r  asa 

t ra n s p o r t  s e rv ic e  is  concerned; b e in g  b ro u g h t about b y  th e  Com m ission 's in s is te n c e  

to  co n s id e r each s e rv ic e  in  is o la t io n . "  More power to  h is  e lbow ; we can p ro v id e  

him  w ith  p le n ty  o f cogen t arguments f o r  fu tu re  speeches. I t  is  a p i t y  t h a t  p re ssu re  

on space p re c lu d e s  us r e p o r t in g  h is  speech in  f u l l .
As no doubt most members know, th e  c lo s u re  has ta ke n  p la ce  o f  The Mound June.

-  Dornoch, as w e l l  as th e  c lo s u re  o f  20 s ta t io n s  between In v e rn e s s  and W ick.

S trong re s is ta n c e  to  these c lo s u re s  was made b y  th e  M .P . 's  conce rned , the  
S c o tt is h  Trades U n ion  Congress H igh la n d s  Com m ittee, and many o th e rs ; and i s  a l l  

the  more p e rp le x in g  s in c e  a r e p o r t  i s  s t i l l  a w a ited  re g a rd in g  th e  G overnm ent's 

p ro p o sa ls  re g a rd in g  th e  com ple te in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  r a i l ,  ra o d , sea , and a i r  s e rv ic e s  

in  the  H igh lands  in  o rd e r  to  b o o s t th e  T o u r is t  In d u s t r y .  S u re ly  t h is  r e p o r t  ( w h i^  
is  appearing  v e ry  s h o r t ly )  co u ld  have been a w a ited  b e fo re  m aking these  c lo s u re s ,  

a t  the  commencement o f  th e  T o u r is t  Season? Two b r i l l i a n t  p ie c e s  o f  t im in g  have 

cone ou t o f t h is  a f f a i r  -  f i r s t l y ,  th e  In v e rn e s s  Town C o u n c il had asked f o r  a 
d e p u ta tio n  to  be re c e iv e d  by  H eadquarte rs  S c o t t is h  R eg ion , and t h is  was f i n a l l y  

a rranged f o r  th e  day b e fo re  th e  c lo s u re s  to o k  p la c e , and in  London! I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
to  unde rs tand  why S c o tt is h  Region H eadquarte rs  w ished  to  re c e iv e  a d e p u ta tio n  fro m  

In ve rn e ss  so f a r  so u th . The o th e r  w o n d e rfu l p ie ce  o f t im in g  is  in  th e  re v is e d  

s e rv ic e s ,  A t r a in  a r r iv e s  a t  In v e rn e s s  a t  11:6  an ju s t  to o  la te  to  conn ec t w ith  

th e  11 :6  an to  Y /ick , A c c o rd in g ly  passengers have to  w a it  t o  4 :3 5  pn in  In v e rn e s s , 

D e lib e ra te ,  o r fo rg e tfu ln e s s ?



F i f t e e n  s ta t io n s  on th e  l i n e  S h rew sbu ry  to  C h e s te r w i l l  be p ro po se d  f o r  

c lo s u re ,  B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  announce» The o n ly  s t a t io n s  to  re m a in  w i l l  be 

Gobowen. C h ir k ,  Ruabon, and Wrexham, w h ic h  w i l l  have a s e n i - f a s t  d ie s e l  s e r v ic e ,  

s u b je c t  to  th e  C o n s u lta t iv e  C om m ittee  a g re e in g ,

S t .  A n th o n y 's ,  on th e  N e w ca s tle  R iv e rs id e  r o u te ,  i s  to  c lo s e .  T he re  a re  n o  r e g u la r  

passenge r t r a in s ,  b u t  o c c a s io n a l w orkm en '3 t r a i n s .  O th e r c lo s u re s  i n  th e  N e w c a s tle  

d i s t r i c t  a re  as f o l lo w s

P o r t  C la re n ce  Goods D epot to  become a p u b l ic  d e l i v e r y  s id in g ;

M u rton  J u n c t io n  P u b l ic  D e l iv e r y  S id in g  to  be c lo s e d ;

L a n b le y  F e l l  P u b l ic  D e l iv e r y  S id in g  to  be c lo s e d ;  and 

(̂ m b le y  and S la g g y fo rd  f r e i g h t  s e rv ic e s  to  be w ith d ra w n  c o m p le te ly ;

K e n t E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  -  i t  i s  an ounced in  t h i s  c o n n e c tio n  t h a t  a la r g e  number o f  

goods d e p o ts  th ro u g h o u t K e n t w i l l  be d is p e n s e d  w i t h  d u r in g  th e  n e x t  few  m o n th s .

The names o f  th e  d e p o ts  in  q u e s t io n  have n o t  y e t  been announced, h u t  we n a y  be 

a b le  to  g iv e  d e t a i l s  in  th e  n e x t  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t ,

L la n w e rn  (S o u th  W a le s ) i s  to  c lo s e ,  i t  has been announced. T h i3  i s  d e s p ite  a 

la rg e  new s te e l  w o rks  t h a t  i s  b e in g  b u i l t  n e a r t o  th e  s t a t io n ,  so th e  w o rk e rs  

w i l l  have to  go b y  b u s .

W orth  V a l le y  L in e  (K e ig h le y  to  Oxenhope) w h ic h  was th re a te n e d  w i t h  c lo s u r e ,  has been 

g ra n te d  a r e p r ie v e .  On June 13 an e x p e r im e n ta l d ie s e l  s e rv ic e  was in t ro d u c e d .

T h is  new s e rv ic e  p ro v id e s  f i v e  a d d i t io n a l  t r a in s  each way Monday to  T h u rs d a y , s ix  

on F r id a y s ,  and se ve r oh S a tu rd a y s .

^ lio fth o u s e  and Outwood, on th e  l i n e  fro m  W a k e fie ld  ( " re s tg a te )  to  Leeds ( C e n t r a l)  

c lo s e d  on June 13; and on th e  sane d a y  th e  p asse n ge r s e rv ic e  was w ith d ra w n  fro m  

E u n s le t ,  n e a r L ee d s .

Hedge H a l l , n e a r D o n c a s te r , i s  to  c lo s e  -  th e  s e rv ic e  c o n s is ts  o f  th re e  t r a in s  

on S a tu rd a ys  o n ly  -  on tw o buses on S a tu rd a y s  b e in g  ro u te d  th rough , th e  v i l l a g e .

There  were no o b je c to rs  to  th e  c lo s u r e .

A t H a l i f a x  th re e  goods d e p o ts  a re  t o  c lo s e  -  S t .  P a u l 's ,  P e l lo n ,  and h o l n f i e l d . 

A l t e r n a t iv e  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  s t i l l  be a v a i la b le  a t  th e  f o u r  H a l i f a x  D epots  s t i l l  

OPEN. Passenger t r a f f i c  a t  th e s e  H a l i f a x  s t a t io n s  ceased in  1916,

B a rn s ta p le  ( V i c t o r i a ) on th e  l i n e  fro m  T aun ton  c lo s e d  on June 1 3 , B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  

s ta te d  t h a t  in  v ie w  o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a ia b le  a t  B a rn s ta .p le  J u n c t ,  and Town 

th e  c lo s u re  has been ag reed  to  b y  th e  C o n s u lta t iv e  C om m ittee .
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C h e ttis h a m  on th e  l i n e  fro m  E ly  t o  M a rch , c lo s e d  on June 13 to  p a sse n g e rs *

The s e rv ic e  was one t r a i n  each w ay, w eekdays; p asse n ge rs  w i l l  he c a te re d  f o r  a t  

E ly  ( th e  n e x t s t a t io n )  and th e  p a r c e ls  c o l le c t io n  and d e l i v e r y  s e rv ic e  w i l l  be 

c o n t in u e d .

On June 27 th e  l i n e  fro m  B u ry  S t ,  Edmunds to  T h e t fo rd  l i n e  was c lo s e d  to  

a l l  t r a f f i c .  P assengers s e rv ic e s  w ere w ith d ra w n  on June 7 th ,  195 3 , In  v ie w  

o f  th e  g re a t  in t e r e s t  in  t h i s  l i n e  on th e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  l a s t  passe n ge r t r a i n ,  

we hope to  in c lu d e  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  i n  o u r n e x t  b u l l e t i n .  I t  i s  c la im e d  t h a t

th e  c lo s u re  w i l l  save "m ore th a n  £9000 p e r y e a r " ,

M iad lew ood  (H ig h e r )  has been p ro po se d  f o r  c lo s u r e .  T h is  s t a t io n  i s  betw een 

H ig h e r P oyn ton  and H ig h  Lane and p a sse n g e r s e rv ic e s  no lo n g e r  o p e ra te ,  M idd lew ood^  

(Low er) on th e  M a n ch e s te r (London R oad) -  S to c k p o r t  -  B u x to n  L in e ,  w i l l  re m a in  

open f o r  a l l  t r a f f i c .  I t  i s  c la im 3 d  t h a t  t h i s  c lo s u re  w i l l  make th e  s t a r t l i n g  

s a v in g  o f  £ 5 ')7 , A r e p o r t  o f  th e  C o n s u lta t iv e  C om m ittee M e e tin g  w i l l  appear in  

th e  n e x t is s u e p and i t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  th e  o b je c to r s  in c lu d e  a l l  th e  lo c a l  

a u t h o r i t ie s  co n c e rn e d .

The f a t e  o f  T u tb u ry  J in n ie  ( f ro m  th e  b ra n c h  o f  t h a t  i l k )  i s  becom ing  a cause 

c e le b re .  As i n  th e  v ie w  o f  th e  Member o f  P a r l ia m e n t  f o r  B u r to n ,  " J u s t ic e  was n o t 

seen to  be done" i t  i s  announced th e  M in is t r y  o f  T ra n s p o r t  has o rd e re d  a f r e s h  

e n q u iry  in t o  th e  fa t e  o f  t h i s  l i n e .  The p re v io u s  case where a second e n q u ir y  

to o k  £ la c e  was th e  j u s t l y  fam ous " B lu e b e l l "  L in e ,

The K en t C o u n ty  C o u n c il a re  o b je c t in g  to  th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  l i n e  fro m  

G ravesend to  A l lh a l lo w s  and a ls o  to  G r a in , to  p a s s e n g e rs , and th e  co m p le te  c lo s u re  

o f  th e  B un ton  Green -  "/e s te rha m  B ra n c h , I t  i s  c la im e d  t h a t  much h a rd s h ip  to  

s c h o o lc h i ld r e n ,  to  w iv e s  who use th e  l i n e  a l o t  f o r  s h o p p in g , and to  w o rk e rs  a t  

G ra in  R e f in e r y  in  re s p e c t  o f  th e  G ra in  l i n e ,  and as re g a rd s  th e  '7es te rham  L in e ,  

t h a t  many p e o p le  r e l y  on th e  l i n e  who l i v e  in  T'Te s te rh a m  and who w o rk  in  London ,

I f  t h i s  l i n e  is  c lo s e d ,  th e n  ’J e s te rh a n  w i l l  be th e  n e a re s t  tow n to  London w ith  

no r a i l  s e r v ic e .
Members w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  th e  p a sse n g e r s e rv ic e  was w ith d ra w n  fro m  th e  

V /a t l in g to n  -  P r in c e s  R is b o ro u g h  b ra n c h  in  J u ly ,  1957, b u t  t h a t  goods s e rv ic e s  were 

r e ta in e d  be tw een  Ta t l in g t o n  and C h in n o r .  The Com m ission now p ro po se  t o  w ith d ra w  

t h i s  goods s e r v ic e ,  and th e re  i s  much lo c a l  o b je c t io n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  fro m  th e  

fa rm e rs ,  who r e l y  o f  th e  l i n e  f o r  th e  re m o va l o f  s u g a r b e e t ,  a s t r o n g  lo c a l  c ro p .
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5
^o s s  S ide  and ,,rre a  Green on th e  c o a s t l i n e  be tw een  B la c k p o o l and K irk h a n  

are  th re a te n e d  w i t h  c lo s u r e .  Many lo c a l  a u t h o r i t ie s  a re  o b je c t in g ,  in c lu d in g  

th e  F y ld e  H o s p ita l  Management C o m m itte e , becaue many o f  th e  s t a f f  and v i s i t o r s  

cone b y  t r a i n ,  s in c e  th e  h o p s i t a l  a d jo in s  Moss S ide  S ta t io n .  I n  a d d i t io n ,  t h  e 

h o s p i t a l  i s  b e in g  e n la rg e d ,  and w i l l  r e l y  more th a n  e v e r on s t a f f  l i v i n g  away. 

There is  a ls o  a h o u s in g  e s ta te  d eve lo p m e n t a d jo in in g  th e  l i n e ,  and a ls o  a 

ca ravan  s i t e  w h ic h  has a lre a d y  re c e iv e d  o v e r 1700 b o o k in g s  t h i 3  se aso n . The 

o b je c to rs  c la im e d  t h a t  much h a rd s h ip  w o u ld  be caused b y  th e  c lo s u r e ,  TJie d e c is io n  

w i l l  be announced s h o r t l y .

The C om m ittee hope t h a t  members l i k e  th e  new s la n t  in  th e  p ro g re 3 3  r e p o r t  

re g a rd in g  news o f  c lo s u re s  and o th e r  e v e n ts  on th e  b ra n c h e s j and th e  Chairm an 

w ou ld  welcome c e m e n ts  on t h i s .  Re w o u ld  l i k e  to  know in  p a r t i c u la r  w h e th e r 

members w ou ld  l i k e  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  r e p o r t  expanded , and more d e t a i l  g iv e n  o f  

th e s e  news ite m s .

I t  i s  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  t h i s  is s u e  i s  so la t e  in  a p p e a r in g , w h ic h  is  due to  

s t a f f  h o l id a y s ,  and th e  change o v e r t o  th e  new sys tem  o f  more b ra n c h  new s.

The J u ly  is s u e  w i l l  f o l lo w  in  a f o r t n i g h t .

C h a irm a n :-  M r. C .F .M a n le y , 42 H i l ls b o r o u g h  C o u r t ,  London , N .W .6 ,
M em bership S e c r e ta r y : -  M r. J .F .G ro v e s ,  46 S to n e p a rk  A venue, Beckenham , K e n t.  
E d i t o r : -  6 8 , M a y f ie ld  A venue, O rp in g to n , K e n t.


