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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACTUAL GENER.1L MEETING. The A .G .M . to o k  p la c e  a t  

F r ie n d s ' House, E u s to n  Road, London N.W, 1 , and o v e r le a f  commences th e  C h a irm a n 's  

r e p o r t ,  as p re s e n te d  a t  th e  m e e tin g . H ow ever, th e  C om m ittee  was d is a p p o in te d  

a t  th e  s m a ll a tte n d a n c e  when th e  C om m ittee a re  p re s e n t in g  an a c c o u n t o f  t h e i r  

s te w a rd s h ip ; i t  i s  f e l t  how ever t h a t  as s m a ll a tte n d a n c e  shows t h a t  th e  m a jo r i t y  

o f  th e  m em bership a re  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  th e  manner in  w h ic h  th e  S o c ie ty  c o n t in u e s  

to  be r u n .  I t  i s  o n ly  in  P u b lic  Companies where th e  management i s  in e p t  ( o r  

w o rse ) t h a t  th e  A nn u a l G e n e ra l M e e tin g s  a re  w e l l  a tte n d e d !



CHAIRMAN1S HE FORT. The Chairm an opened h is  a d d re ss  b y  s a y in g  t h a t  as th e
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m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  had a lre a d y  been passed on to  members 

th ro u g h  th e  m o n th ly  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t ,  he d id  n o t  p ropose  t o  e la b o ra te  on th e s e  

m a tte rs *  He d id ,  h ow eve r, w is h  to  ta k e  th e  o p p o r tu n i t y  t o  th a n k  M r, Ju d d  f o r  

h is  w o rk  as E d i t o r  o f  th e  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t ,

The Chairm an th e n  d is c u s s e d  th e  G u il le b a u d  R e p o r t ,  and i t 3  e f f e c t  upon th e  

w o rk  o f  SRUBLUK. He s a id  t h a t  i t  was n o t  th e  r e p o r t  i t s e l f ,  b u t  i t s  consequences 

t h a t  w ou ld  a f f e c t  th e  S o c ie ty ,  The th re e  m a in  recom m enda tions o f  th e  r e p o r t  were 

th e n  o u t l in e d ,  and th e  C hairm an s ta te d  t h a t  th e  f u t u r e  o f  th e  R a ilw a y s  was in  

th e  m e lt in g  p o t ,  in  v ie w  o f  th e  p o in t s  r a is e d .  U nder th e  h e a d in g  o f  "M ore Pay 

f o r  R a ilw aym e n "w h ich  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  r e s u l t  in  h ig h e r  fa r e s  f o r  ra ilw a y m e n  th a n  

th o se  a t  p re s e n t  in  fo r c e  o r  announced, and w o u ld  a c c o r d in g ly  be used  as a 

reason  f o r  a h a s te n in g  o f  th e  c lo s u re  o f  b ra n c h  l i n e s .  I t  wa3 n o t  d is p u te d  

th a t  th e se  wage in c re a s e s  w ere n e c e s s a ry , p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  case o f  c e r t a in  

g ra d e s , such as s ig n a lm e n  who had c o n s id e ra b le  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s ,  and in  whose 

hands re s te d  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  so many l i v e s .

Under " B e t te r  W o rk in g  C o n d it io n s  and A m e n it ie s "  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  p roposed  O f f ic e  

R e g u la t io n s  was r a is e d ,  as R a ilw aym en were o f te n  r e q u ir e d  to  w o rk  in  v e r y  bad 

c o n d it io n s ,  and much more money w o u ld  be r e q u ir e d  to  im p ro ve  o f f i c e s  f o r  r a i lw a y  

employees in  o rd e r  to  b r in g  th e n  up to  modern s ta n d a rd s .  No ob je c t io n  c o u ld  

be seen to  th e s e  re co m m e nd a tion s . The t h i r d  recom m enda tion  -  " t h a t  o f  

a n t iq u a te d  and o v e r com plex c l e r i c a l  w o rk  in  R a ilw a y  O f f ic e s ,  r e s u l t in g  in  a 

w aste  o f  manpower" and s a v in g s  c o u ld  be made in  t h i s  d i r e c t io n .  H ow ever, t h i s  4^' 

was o u ts id e  th e  te r n s  o f  re fe re n c e  o f  th e  R e p o r t ,

The S o c ie ty ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  was p la c in g  i t s  v ie w s  b e fo re  th e  C om m ittee  o f  

E n q u iry  s e t  up b y  th e  M in is t e r  o f  T ra n s p o r t  t o  c o n s id e r  ways and means o f  b r in g in g  

r a i lw a y  a d m in is t r a t io n  in  c lo s e r  a c c o rd  w i th  modern p r a c t ic e .

The q u e s t io n  o f  im provem ents  in  o r g a n is a t io n ,  c l e r i c a l  w o rk , and f r e i g h t  

charges were th e n  to u ch e d  on , and th e  C ha irm an e xp re sse d  th e  v ie w  t h a t  th e  

R a ilw a y s  s h o u ld  go o u t to  seek t r a f f i c  and t h a t  in  t h i s  c o n n e c tio n  d e - c e n t r a l is a t io n  

w o u ld  be a good t h in g .  C e n t r a l i s a t io n  ( w i t h in  l i m i t s )  w o u ld  be n e c e s s a ry , 

how eve r, to  o p e ra te  such  a scheme.

The q u e s t io n  o f  P u b l ic  R e la t io n s  was th e n  m e n tio n e d  b y  th e  C ha irm an , w h ic h  

seemed f r e q u e n t ly  to  be i n e f f i c i e n t  o r  n o n - e x is te n t .  He m e n tio n e d  th e  case o f



a h o te l a t  Bude in  w h ich  he was s ta y in g  r e c e n t ly ,  where th e re  were c a rd s  e x h ib i te d  

o f  th e  lo c a l  bus and coach s e rv ic e s  -  and a ls o  o f  th e  R a ilw a y  s e r v ic e s ;  b u t  th e  

R a ilw a y  d e t a i l s  were l a s t  sum m er's -  and th u s  a bo u t s ix  m onths o u t o f  da te ,.

More i n i t i a t i v e  was needed a t  th e  lo c a l  le v e l  such as in  th e  case o f  th e  lo c a l  

A gen t a t  Ip s w ic h  who a rra n g e d  a S p e c ia l T r a in  to  K e n s in g to n  (O ly m p ia ) f o r  th e  

J a n u a ry  S a les  -  and th e  t r a i n  was p acke d . Y e t a l l  th e  r a i lw a y s  seem to  be a b le  

to  s u g g e s t i s  to  go to  th e  t r a v e l l e r ' s  n o rm a l London T e rm inus and th e n  "make y o u r  

own w a y ".

The C om m iss io n 's  r e la t io n s  w i th  T ra v e l A g e n ts  was a ls o  v e ry  p o o r ,  and in  

^ p h is  c o n n e c tio n  th e  C ha irm an , who c o u ld  speak w ith  in s id e  e x p e r ie n c e , s in c e  he 

i s  engaged f u l l  t im e  in  th e  t r a v e l  t r a d e ,  s ta te d  t h a t  th e  Com m ission rego.rded 

a g e n ts  as a n u is a n c e  and d id  n o t  seem to  w an t them , u n l ik e  a i r l i n e  com panies 

w h ic h  were o n ly  to o  p le a s e d  to  ta k e  re p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  a g e n c ie s  to  in s p e c t  t h e i r  

l a t e s t  a i r c r a f t  in  o rd e r  to  g a in  p u b l i c i t y  and t r a d e .  The number o f  r a i lw a y  

t i c k e t s  s o ld  th ro u g h  a g e n c ie s  was more th a n  m ig h t be im a g in e d , and th e  amount o f  

b u s in e s s  t h a t  w o u ld  be o b ta in e d  f o r  th e  r a i lw a y s  i f  c lo s e r  c o -o p e ra t io n  e x is te d  

c o u ld  be q u i te  c o n s id e ra b le .  The s p e c ia l  t r a i n  a lr e a d y  r e fe r r e d  to  i s  a case 

in  p o in t .

The Chairm an th e n  w e n t on to  o u t l in e  th e  e f f e c t  th e  S o c ie th a d  had on s lo w in g  

down th e  c lo s u re  o f  l i n e s .  A lth o u g h  no s p e c i f i c  r e p r ie v e s  c o u ld  be a t t r ib u t e d  

to  th e  S o c ie ty 's  e f f o r t s ,  i t  c o u ld  n o t  be d e n ie d  t h a t  th e  T ra n s p o r t  U se rs  

C o n s u lta t iv e  C om m ittees w ere now le s s  re a d y  to  endo rse  th e  C o m m iss io n 's  p ro p o s a ls  

.o r  c lo s u re s  th a n  th e y  used  to  b e . I t  has a ls o  been n o t ic e d  t h a t  th e  Com m ission 

i t s e l f  i s  t h in k in g  a g a in  re g a rd in g  many l in e s  t h a t  a y e a r  o r  so ago w o u ld  have 

been p roposed  f o r  c lo s u r e .  One case wdiere th e  T .U .C .C , had asked th e

Com m ission to  t h in k  a g a in  was th e  P e n r i th  ~ B a rn a rd  C a s t le  L in e ,  w here  th e  

Com m ission were asked to  keep th e  ro u te  open f o r  a f u r t h e r  18 m onths d u r in g  w h ich  

i t  i s  e xp e c te d  to  f i n d  o th e r  ways o f  re d u c in g  t h i s  r o u te 's  a lle g e d  a nn u a l lo s s  

o f  £ 1 0 3 ,0 0 0 , SRTJBLUK c a n n o t t h in k  t h a t  th e  T .U .C .C . w o u ld  have made such  a 

re q u e s t th re e  y e a rs  ago . A n o th e r ro u te  i s  th e  A lto n  -  E a l t w is t le  L in e ,  where 

th e  m a tte r  has been r e fe r r e d  b a ck  f o r  f u r t h e r  c o n s u lta t io n s  w i t h  th e  lo c a l  

C o u n c il ,  A n o th e r l i n e  is  t h a t  fro m  B uck ingham  -  B a n b u ry , w h ic h  i s  s t i l l  r u n n in g ,  

and th e  re c e n t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  l i n e  was r e la t e d .  T h is  ro u te  was a ls o  th e  s u b je c t  

o f  a R e in v ig o r a t io n  P a r ty ,  r e c e n t ly .
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’.Vays o f  s t r e n g th e n in g  SRUBLUK w ere  n e x t  d is c u s s e d , and id e a s  f o r  g e t t in g  

more members were in v i t e d *  Members w ere  a g a in  asked to  3end any p re s s  c u t t in g s  

as soon as p o s s ib le  t h a t  n ig h t  be o f  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  C o m m itte e , as t h e i r  a u th o rs  

( i n  th e  case o f  l e t t e r s )  n ig h t  a ls o  be p o t e n t ia l  members* M e n tio n  was a ls o  

made o f th e  p ro po se d  R e in v ig o r a t io n  P a r ty  to  v i s i t  th r e e  b ra n c h e s  in  K e n t w h ich  

a re  a t  p re s e n t t o t t e r i n g  on th e  th r e s h h o ld  o f  c lo s u r e ,  f u l l e r  d e t a i l s  o f  w h ich  

w i l l  f o l lo w .  I t  i s  hoped to  ru n  t h i s  KENT RE INVT GORATI ON PARTY in  th e  

Autum n, on Septem ber 1 1 th .

The C hairm an a ls o  o u t l in e d  th e  p a r t  B ra n ch  L in e s  c o u ld  p la y  i n  c o n n e c tin g  

w ith  a i r  t r a f f i c  -  th e  S i l v e r  A rro w  s e rv ic e  fro m  London ( V ic t o r ia )  to  M a rga te  ^  

( f o r  M anston) was c i t e d  as an exam p le , a ls o  th e  s ta te m e n t b y  th e  C ha irm an o f  

B .O .A .C . re g a rd in g  th e  im p e ra t iv e  need f o r  a r a i l  c o n n e c tio n  to  London A i r p o r t .

The Chairm an s ta te d  t h a t  A i r  T e rm in a ls  s h o u ld  be a t  o r  n e a r s t a t io n s  -  such as 

in  B ru s s e ls ,  where th e re  i s  a r a i l  s e rv ic e  t o  th e  C i t y  C e n tre , o r  a3 in  S w itz e r la n d  

where th e  coach fro m  th e  a i r p o r t  te rm in a te s  o u ts id e  th e  to w n 's  m a in  s t a t io n .

The g e n e ra l a t t i t u d e  to  r a i lw a y s  wa3 th e n  d is c u s s e d , and a ls o  th e  p ro b le m s 

o f  r u r a l  t r a n p o r t j  he r e f e r r e d  to  a v i s i t  he p a id  r e c e n t ly  to  A thens  where in  

response  to  a q u e s t io n  an o f f i c i a l  o f  th e  H e l le n ic  S ta te  R a ilw a y s  when asked 

w h e th e r th e  G reek R a ilw a y s  p a id ,  s a id  -  "do  any r a i lw a y s  p a y " and s ta te d  t h a t  

in  G reece, as i n  many o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  th e  r a i lw a y s  w ere lo o k e d  upon as a 

n a t io n a l  a s s e t and a p u b l ic  s e r v ic e .  7e have n o t  y e t  h e a rd  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  

Government p ro p o s in g  to  "make th e  ro a d s  p a y " ! H ow ever, th e  g e n e ra l a t t i t u d e  

t h a t  th e  r a i lw a y s  h e re  s h o u ld  be made to  p a y , r a th e r  th a n  a s u b s id y  be p a id  

i s  now c h a n g in g ; and in  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  p e o p le  in  r u r a l  

a reas b e in g  l e f t  s tra n d e d  i f  t h e i r  t r a n s p o r t  c a n n o t be ru n  and th e re b y  i s  

w ith d ra w n , because i t  i s  lo s in g  i s  c a u s in g  t h i s  v o l t e - f a c e .  The Chairm an 

q uo ted  an in t e r e s t in g  co rre sp o n d e n ce  he had w i th  a le a d in g  c o lu m n is t  o f  th e  

Sunday T in e s  on t h i s  t o p ic .

The Chairm an th e n  r e fe r r e d  to  a number o f  ways o f  im p ro v in g  th e  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  

o f  b ra n c h  l i n e s ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  th o s e  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  SRUBLUK M a n ife s to .

E x p e rie n c e  shewed t h a t  many b ra n c h  l in e s  w ere  g r o s s ly  o v e r s ta f f e d ,  e s p e c ia l ly  

a t  te r m in a l  s t a t io n s ;  a t y p i c a l  exam ple o f  w h ic h  i s  L a n b o u rn . A n o th e r t y p i c a l

exam ple i s  W este rhan  where j u s t  r e c e n t ly  a s t a f f  o f  f i v e  wa3 c o u n te d  on a Sunday
two

a f te rn o o n .  I f  d ie s e ls  w ere u s e d , were th re e  p e rso n s  needed to  ru n  th e  t r a i n .
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c o u ld  n o t  th e  d r iv e r  a c t  as a c o n d u c to r  a ls o ,  and th u s  do away w i t h  th e  need f o r  

a gua rd  and f ir e m a n ?  C e r ta in  le g a l  p ro b le m s n ig h t  a r is e  in  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n ,  and 

th e re  m ig h t be o b je c t io n s  fro m  th e  T rade  U n io n s , b u t  i t  was an id e a .  In  v ie w  

o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  B ranch  L in e s  w ere much le s s  dangerous  th a n  ro a d s ,  c o u ld  n o t  

d u ly  s ig n p o s te d  g a te le s s  le v e l- c r o s s in g s  be u s e d , as had been done in  a number 

o f  cases in  S c o tla n d ?

The Chairm an th e n  m e n tio n e d  th e  c o -o p e ra t io n  w h ic h  e x is te d  w i t h  o th e r  

R a ilw a y  S o c ie t ie s  such as th e  R a ilw a y  D e ve lop n en y  A s s o c ia t io n  w i t h  whom we were 

in  r e g u la r  c o n ta c t ,  so t h a t  th e re  was no d u p l ic a t io n  o f  e f f o r t  on s p e c i f i c  m a tte rs  

a ls o  w i th  th e  B ra nch  L in e  S o c ie ty  and th e  v a r io u s  R a ilw a y  P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie t ie s ,  

M e n tio n  was a ls o  made o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  ro a d  deve lo p m en t was way b e h in d  in  

d e la t io n  to  th e  in c re a s e  in  t r a f f i c  and t h a t  th e  R a ilw a y s  c o u ld  (and  s h o u ld )  

do more to  encourage t r a f f i c  in  o rd e r  to  ease ro a d  c o n g e s t io n .  I f  th e  m i l l i o n s  

s p e n t on roads w ere  s p e n t on im p ro v in g  th e  r a i lw a y s  and was more money was made 

a v a i la b le  to  th e  Com m ission b y  th e  G overnm ent to  speed up m o d e rn is a t io n ,  i t  w ou ld  

be to  much g r e a te r  advan tage  th a n  th e  p re s e n t  p o l i c y .

S t r i k in g  a more c h e e r fu l  n o te ,  th e  Chairm an r e fe r r e d  to  th e  re -o p e n in g  o f  

a b ra n c h  l in e  t h a t  had been c lo s e d  to  p asse n ge r t r a f f i c  f o r  some 40 y e a rs  -  

nam e ly  th e  f i v e  m ile  b ra n c h  fro m  Low er Edm onton to  S o u th b u ry , T u rk e y  S t re e t ,a n d  

T heoba lds  Grove t c  E r if i t iL d  Town,  CkesKuar.

The C hairm an th e n  asked f o r  q u e s t io n s  and comments fro m  th e  m e e tin g , M r, 

Freeman asked w hat f u r t h e r  had t r a n s p ir e d  in  c o n n e c tio n  w i t h  th e  p ro p o s a l t h a t  

th e  Com m ission s h o u ld  p u rcha se  an in t e r e s t  in  S i lv e r  C i t y  A irw a y s ,  I t  was 

^ in d e r s to o d  t h a t  a lth o u g h  th e  o f f e r  was s t i l l  open, i t  had been s h e lv e d  a t  th e  

re q u e s t o f  th e  M in is t e r  o f  T ra n s p o r t  who had re fu s e d  h is  c o n s e n t,  M r, Judd 

su gg e s te d  t h a t  th e  re a so n  f o r  th e  M in is t e r 's  a c t io n  was p ro b a b ly  t h a t  i f  

s a n c t io n  had been g ra n te d  a t  t h i s  t im e  when th e  Channel T unne l R e p o rt was j u s t  

a b o u t to  cone o u t ,  i t  w o u ld  appear t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  m a t te r  had been p re - ju d g e d .

M r. M o r r is  (a  new member) m e n tio n e d  a new re a s o n  why he th o u g h t t h a t  th e  

Buckingham  -  B anbu ry  was s t i l l  ru n n in g  was because he had h e a rd  t h a t  B ra c k le y  

C o u n c il had asked th e  M in is t e r  f o r  p e rm is s io n  to  ru n  th e  b ra n c h  p r i v a t e l y  i f  th e  

l in e  c lo s e d , f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  in h a b i t a n t s .  The C hairm an in  r e p ly  s ta te d  

t h a t  he had h e a rd  fro m  th e  C o u n c il ,  and fro m  th e  C om m iss ion , t h a t  th e  C o u n c il 

had now abandoned t h i s  p r o je c t ,  M r, M o r r is  was o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e re  was 

a need f o r  more p u b l i c i t y  f o r  th e  S o c ie ty  and m e n tio n e d  th e  s ta te  o f  a f f a i r s



w h ich  e x is te d  in  Los A ng e le s  w h e re , a f t e r  sp e n d in g  m i l l i o n s  on im p ro v in g  th e  

roads v/h ich  were n e th e r th e le s s  s t i l l  choked w i t h  t r a f f i c ,  th e  C i t y  F a th e rs  had 

come to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  th e  o n ly  way to  s o lv e  th e  p ro b le m  was to  m o d e rn ise  

th e  r a i lw a y  sys tem ; i t  was p u b l i c i t y  such  as t h i s ,  t h a t  was needed , Fe a ls o  

sugges ted  t h a t  th e  P ro g re s s  R e p o rt n ig h t  a ls o  be a d v e r t is e d  f o r  s a le  to  th e  

P u b lic  g e n e r a l ly  and t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  be la r g e r  and is s u e d  le s s  f r e q u e n t ly *

M r, Judd in  r e p ly ,  w h i ls t  a g re e in g  w i t h  th e  g e n e ra l id e a ,  s ta te d  t h a t  a re fe re n d u m  

had shewn t h a t  th e  members p r e fe r r e d  i t  t o  be s m a lle r  and more o f te n *  M r,

M o r r is  a ls o  su g g e s te d  t h a t  a s m a ll a d v e r t is n e n t  n ig h t  be in s e r te d  in  v a r io u s  

r a i lw a y  m agazines to  a t t r a c t  members and t h a t  anyone in t e r e s te d  c o u ld  pu rchase  

c o p ie s  o f  th e  p ro g re s s  R e p o rts  f o r  (s a y )  6d e a ch . M r. P o s tg a te ,  h o w e ve r, ^

c o n s id e re d  i t  s h o u ld  be f r e e .  A n o th e r s u g g e s tio n  was a d e s c r ip t iv e  p u b l ic a t io n  

o f  p a r t i c u la r  b ra n ch e s  in  th e  news -  e .g ,  B uck ingham  -  B a n b u ry . The C om m ittee 

f e l t  how ever t h a t  t h i s  was more p r o p e r ly  th e  p ro v in c e  o f  th e  “ ra n c h  L in e s  

S o c ie ty ,  and m ig h t be ta n ta m o u n t t o  p o a c h in g , a lth o u g h  t h e i r  m a te r ia l  was more 

o f  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  and we n ig h t  be a b le  to  c o v e r  more g e n e ra l p o in ts *

HON. TREASURER'S REPORT. The r e p o r t  and a cco u n ts  a re  a tta c h e d ,  and M r.

P o s tg a te  s ta te d  t h a t  he had l i t t l e  to  add to  i t ;  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  th e  a c c o u n ts  

to g e th e r  w i t h  a v o te  o f  th a n k s  to  th e  T re a s u re r  was p ro p o se d  b y  M r, Judd and 

seconded b y  M r, C h i l t o n *

ivlEMPHRSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT. The m em bership  p o s i t io n  wa3 q u i te  e n c o u ra g in g ; 

o n ly  11 members have n o t  renewed so f a r  t h i s  y e a r ,  com pared w i th  38 in. 1959 and 

75 in  1958, a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  s lum p in  th e  S o c ie t y 's  a c t i v i t i e s *  T h is  y e a r ,  

how eve r, 11 new members have jo in e d  30 f a r ,  w h ich  n e a t ly  b a la n c e s  th e  lo s s e s .  ^

In  a d d i t io n ,  5 la p s e d  members have r e - jo in e d .  M r, Judd th e n  spoke re g a rd in g  

th e  annua l l e t t e r  t h a t  many members send to  h im  when fo rw a rd in g  t h e i r  

s u b s c r ip t io n s ,  T’T i i l s t  n o t  d is a p p ro v in g  o f  th e  p ra c t ic e * ,  as th e s e  l e t t e r s

f r e q u e n t ly  c o n ta in e d  news o f  use to  th e  C -n n it te e  re g a rd in g  B ra n ch  L in e s ,  he 

hoped members w o u ld  send in  th e  news a3 soon a3 th e y  h e a rd  i t ,  and n o t  w a i t  

f o r  t h e i r  a n n u a l l e t t e r  a round  J a n u a ry  o r  F e b ru a ry  each y e a r .

In  h is  c a p a c ity  o f  B d i t o r ,  M r. Judd  the n  r e fe r r e d  to  th e  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t ,  

w h ich  i s  now b e in g  is s u e d  more f r e q u e n t ly  as p ro m ise d  a t  th e  l a s t  A nnua l G ene ra l 

M e e tin g ; n o t h ly  in  w in t e r ,  and e v e ry  m onth o r  tw o in  th e  summer. The s iz e  

v a r ie d  w i t h  th e  news a v a i la b le ,  b u t  i t  was f e l t  b y  th e  C om m ittee t h a t  i t  was 

b e t t e r  to  is s u e  a s n a i l  R e p o rt th a n  none a t  a l l „  T h is  s id e  o f  th e  r e p o r t ,  

g iv in g  news o f  l i n e s ,  had been expanded; as opposed t o  news o f  th e  w o rk  o f  th e



S o c ie ty ,  b u t  he had adop ted  as a p r in c ip le  n o t  to  poach news f r o n  o th e r  

S o c ie t ie s 1 p u b l ic a t io n s „ and r e l i e d  on t h a t  re c e iv e d  d i r e c t l y  b y  th e  C o n m itte e a  

and fro n t members. I n  t h i s  n a t t e r  th e  C om m ittee  had p la n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  e x te n d in g  

th e  news s e rv ic e  and i t  was hoped to  make a s t a r t  in  th e  n e x t  m onth o r  tw o ,

( i t  may now be announced t h a t  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  th e  June is s u e  th e re  w i l l  be a much 

g r e a te r  news coverage  now t h a t  we have e x te n d e d  o u r s o u rce s  o f  n e w s ).

C op ies  o f  th e  P ro g re s s  R e p o rt were s e n t to  o th e r  S o c ie t ie s  such as th e  

B lu e b e l l  R a ilw a y  P re s e r v a t io n  S o c ie ty  and th e  M id la n d  and G re a t N o r th e rn  J o in t  

R a ilw a y  P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty  in  r e t u r n  f o r  c o p ie s  o f  t h e i r  m a g az in e s ; and anno­

uncem ents o f  S o c ie ty  e v e n ts  w ere a ls o  exchanged . Members were re m in d ed  once 

’̂ . g a in  to  b r in g  in  new members and a ls o  encourage  any la p s e d  members t h a t  th e y  

knew to  r e jo in ;  s in c e  th e  S o c ie ty  i s  now f a r  more a c t i v e .  Members who a re  

p re p a re d  to  ta k e  an a c t iv e  p a r t  in  th e  S o c ie t y 's  w o rk  a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  welcome 

s in c e  th e  S o c ie ty  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  more b y  s h o r ta g e  o f  manpower th a n  s h o rta g e  o f  

fu n d s „

M r. Judd th e n  m e n tio n e d  two p o in ts  t h a t  had been r a is e d  in  re c e n t  l e t t e r s  

f o r  members c o n s id e ra t io n  -

(a )  M r, M ark ‘f r i g h t  o f  S u n d e r la n d , one o f  o u r a c t iv e  members w r i te s  to  sa y  -  

" t h a t  th e  S o c ie ty  in  my v ie w  s h o u ld  be changed . I  b e l ie v e  th e  f u t u r e  o f  b ra n c h  

se con d a ry  l in e s  l i e s  in  p r iv a te  e n te r p r is e  o f  th e  n a tu rn  o f  th e  R a ilw a y  

P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie t ie s  and th e re  i s  a re a s o n a b le  hope t h a t  a t  le a s t  a s h o r t  

s e c t io n  o f  th e  M & GN w i l l  be re -o p e n e d  b e fo re  lo n g ,  q u i te  p o s s ib ly  t h i s  y e a r ,  

p e rs o n a l f e e l i n g ,  and I  am s t a t in g  i t  now as I  w i l l  n o t  be a b le  to  a tte n d  

th e  G en e ra l M e e tin g , i s  t h a t  to  a tte m p t t o  s to p  w hat lo o k s  l i k e  b e in g  a m a jo r  

shu t-dow n  o f  a l l  b u t  m ain l in e s  u n d e r th e  G o ve rn m e n t's  new p o l i c y  w o u ld  be 

u s e le s s  and p o in t le s s .  The f u t u r e  r o le  o f  SRTTRLUK as I  see i t  w o u ld  be as 

th e  c o - o r d in a t in g  f a c t o r  o f  th e  v a r io u s  schemes f o r  p r iv a te  e n te r p r is e  on r a i l ­

ways w i th  w h ic h  th e  S o c ie ty  is  a lr e a d y  a s s o c ia te d  and th e  encouragem ent o f  

o th e rs  to  f o l lo w  in  th e  fo o ts te p s  o f  th o s e  who have beg u n , I  e n v isa g e  a 

co nce rn  u n d e r such a name as In d e p e n d e n t T ra n s p o r t  L td ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  c o n t r o l  o r  

a d v is e  and be in  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  v a r io u s  p r iv a te  e n te r p r is e  schemes 

th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n t r y .  As soon as one o f  th e  schemes succeeds I  f e e l  t h a t  

t h a t  w i l l  be th e  s ig n a l  f o r  many o th e rs  to  f o l lo w  s u i t  and t h a t  u n d e r a c e n t r a l
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a d v is o ry  b o d y ,w h ic h  SRU3LUK c o u ld  t u r n  i n t o ,  su ccess  on a w ide  s c a le  w o u ld  be 

more l i k e l y . "  •< '

Members a re  asked to  c o n s id e r  t h i s  c a r e f u l l y ,  and a t  th e  end o f  t h i s  

c i r c u la r  i3  a fo rm  f o r  r e g is t e r in g  y o u r o p in io n  on t h i s  n a t t e r .  A l l  n e n b e rs  

a re  u rg e d  to  co m p le te  th e  fo rm , and to  send i t  to  th e  C ha irm an to  be re c e iv e d  

b y  b in  by  15 June* A l l  n e n b e rs  who do n e t  r e p ly  w i l l  be assumed to  be in  fa v o u r  

o f  no change b e in g  made in  th e  p o l i c y  o f  SRUBLUK.

The M e e tin g  ag reed  th a t  a l l  n e n b e rs  v ie w s  on M r . M ark ’ / r i g h t ' s  p ro p o s a l s 

s h o u ld  be o b ta in e d .

M r. Judd  th e n  s a id  t h a t  M r . N e v i l l e  o f  Dundee p ro p o se d  t h a t  th e  d a te  o f  

th e  A nnua l G en e ra l M e e tin g  be announced more in  advance so t h a t  members c o u ld  

make b e t t e r  a rrangem en ts  t o  a t te n d *  I t  was a g reed  t h a t  th e  d a te  o f  th e  A .G .M . 

w ou ld  be n o t i f i e d  i n  th e  J a n u a ry  C i r c u la r ,  o r  i f  p o s s ib le ,  t h a t  o f  Decem ber.

ELECTION OF NEW COMMITTEE» The new C om m ittee  (as l i s t e d  on th e  f r o n t  page) 

wa3 e le c te d ?  M r. V a t t  and M r. Kendon a re  no lo n g e r  c o -o p te d  members, as th e y  a re  

now a b ro a d . The a p p o in tm e n t o f  M em bership  S e c r e ta ry  w i l l  be f i l l e d  a t  th e  

subsequen t co m m itte e  m e e tin g ,  and w i l l  be n o t i f i e d  to  th e  members in  th e  

fo l lo w in g  c i r c u l a r .  I t  w i l l  be one o f  th e  co m m itte e  l i s t e d  on th e  f r o n t  page, 

and th e re  a re  a t  p re s e n t th re e  n o m in a t io n s  f o r  th e  o f f i c e .

In  a l e t t e r  fro m  M r. B .R .C o c k b u rn , o f  11 N igh  V ie w , V a i l 3end , N o rth u m b e rla n d , 

he p u ts  fo rw a rd  sene s t a r t l i n g  s u g g e s t io n s ,  w i t h  no d o u b t w i l l  be o f  i n t e r e s t  to  

o th e r  n e n b e rs ; he a ls o  g iv e s  news o f  l in e s  in  th e  ' To r th - E a s t  as seen b y  h im : -  ^  

" I  v i s i t e d  th e  A ls to n  B ra nch  w h ic h  has been g iv e n  a r e p r ie v e .  There  i s  a 

new s e rv ic e  o p e ra te d  b y  a d ie s e l  u n i t .  I  have w orked  o u t t h a t  th e  b ra n c h  c o u ld  

save money b y  c u t t in g  r a i lw a y  s t a f f  a t  S la g g y fo rd ,  g a te k e e p e r ,  L a n b le y , p o r t e r -  

s ig n a lm a n , F c a th e rs to n e  P a rk , g a te k e e p e r .  A new sys te m  c o u ld  be in t ro d u c e d  a t  

th e  ro a d  c ro s s in g s  a t  S la g g y fo rd  and F e a th e rs to n e  P a rk . T here  i s  n o t  much 

p o in t  o f  a p o r te r  s ig n a lm a n  a t  L a n b le y . In  my o p in io n  th e  fa r e s  s h o u ld  be 

lo w e re d  a t  le a s t  70 ( l ) $ .

i\n o th e r  b ra n c h  t h a t  I  v i s i t e d  in  th e  re c e n t  p a s t  was th e  3 m ile  A ln n o u th  

to  A ln w ic k  b ra n c h . T h is  b ra n c h  i s  in  my o p in io n  s a fe  as h o u s e s . There  a re  

13 and 14 t r a in s  on SX and SO r e s p e c t iv e ly  each way* The Duke o f  N o rth u m b e rla n d  

l i v e s  a t  A ln w ic k  and t h i s  w i l l  a ls o  h e lp  i f  i t  i s  p ro po se d  to  c lo s e .  There  a re  

fo u r  t r a in s  t h a t  ru n  th ro u g h  to  N e w ca s tle  and v ic e - v e r s a .  (The p re sen ce  o f  

B le n h e im  P a lace  and th e  Duke o f  M a rlb o ro u g h  d id  n o t  s to p  th e  B le n h e im  b ra n c h



fro m  c lo s in g  -  E d . ) ,

A n o th e r b ra n c h  in  th e  N o r th  E a s t u n d e r th e  fixe i s  th e  B a rn a rd  C a s t le  -  

P e n ri t h  b ra n c h . I t  has been p ro p o se d  to  c lo s e  t h i s  b ra n c h . The B a rn a rd  

C a s t le  -  M id d ie to n - in - T e e s d a le i s  a ls o  i n  d a g g e r o f  c lo s u r e .  I f  th e  B a rn a rd  

Ca s t le  -  P e n r i th  b ra n c h  is  c lo s e d  th e  l i n e  r e s to r e d  as a s ta n d b y . F r e ig h t  

s e rv ic e s  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  s t i l l  o n e ra te "

The above l e t t e r  i s  th e  k in d  t h a t  i s  v a lu a b le  to  th e  C o m it t e e ,  and i t  

is  hoped t h a t  i t  w i l l  encourage  o th e rs  t c  keen th e  C o m it te e  in fo rm e d  re g a rd in g  

th e  p o s i t io n  on t h e i r  lo c a l  l i n e s .

-  9 ~

"7e a re  s o r r y  t h a t  t h i s  co p y  o f  th e  R e p o r t has appeared  l a t e ,  b u t  i t  was 

d e s ire d  to  a w a it  th e  f u l l  l i s t  o f  th e  new C o m m itte e , and a ls o  th e  f u l l  r e p o r t  

o f  th e  A nnua l G en e ra l M e e tin g , w h ic h  had to  be r a t i f i e d  a t  th e  f o l lo w in g  

Com m ittee m e e tin g . The June R e p o rt w i l l ,  h o w e ve r, f o l lo w  e a r ly  n e x t  n o & th » " to  

make up f o r  t h i s  la t e  a pp e a ra n ce , and members w i l l  f i n d  an e x te n s io n  o f  o u r 

news s e rv ic e  re g a rd in g  news o f  b ra n c h  l in e s  w h ic h  w i l l  i n  f u t u r e  be much 

expanded.

Do n o t  f o r g e t  to  co m p le te  th e  fo rm  b e lo w  in  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  M r. M ark 

'■ / r ig h t 's  l e t t e r  -  seepage 7 o f  th e  r e p o r t .

Chairm an -  M r. G .F .M a n le y , 42 H i l ls b o r o u g h  C o u r t ,  London , N .T /.6 .
E d i to r  -  6 8 , M a y f ie ld  Avenue, O rp in g to n , K e n t.

~ , o  th e  C ha irm an , SRUBLUK,
42 H i l ls b o ro u g h  C o u r t ,
London, N .W .6 ,

I  w is h  to  s u p p o r t  M r. M ark '. ' / r ig h t 's  s u g g e s t io n .
I  am a g a in s t  th e  s u g g e s tio n  made b y  M r, M ark ' ' / r i g h t ,  and w is h  SRUBLUK' s 
a ir i3  to  be l e f t  u n d is tu rb e d .
A d d i t io n a l  re m a rk s .......... ................................ ................ ................ .............................. ..

FAME ( IN  CAPITALS)

(D a te )

ADDRESS



S R U B L U K

The SocietyJor the Reinvigor ation o f Unremunerative Branch Lines

in  the United Kingdom
The Branch Line Reinvigor at ion Society

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR TEE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER, 1959,

E ir e  o f  H a l l  
P ostages
P r in t in g  and C ir c u la r s  
S u n d rie s

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT.

1 : 5 : 6 D o n a tio n s  
1 3 :1 0 : 3 S u b s c r ip t io n s  1959 
4 8 ;1 6 :  9 S u b s c r ip t io n s  1958 

2 : 8 : 8 S a le  o f  C ards

6 6 : —: 8

E xcess o f  E x p o m d ittfre  o v e r
Is a ru e

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER. 1959,

R e ce ived  in  Advance 
S u b s c r ip t io n s  3 : 9 :  -  
D o n a tio n s  10? 6

G enera l A ccou n t —
B a lance  fro m  

L a s t  Year -  36 r 9 ; -
Less  fro m  above — 4 : 2 :11  3 2 : 6 : 1

S to c k  o f  C ards 
Cash in  Hand 

3 :1 9 :  6 Cash in  Bank
P a id  in  advance -  

H a l l  Expenses

12: 7 :  9 
4 5 :1 7 : -  

1 : 7 :1 0  
2 :  5 : 2 

6 1 :1 7 : 8

4 :  2 :11
6 6 : - :  8

3 6 : 5: 7

10 :  -  
2 : 5 : 2 

2 9 :1 2 :1 1

3 :1 7 :  6

3 6 : 5 : 7

30 A p r i l ,  1960, F.E.PC3TGATE,
Hon, T re a s u r e r ,  SRUBLUK.

The Hon, T r e a s u r e r 's  R e p o rt appea rs  o v e r le a f .



HONORARY TREASURER’ S REPORT

As I  fo reshadow ed  in  my r e p o r t  la s t . y e a r ,  th e  t r a n s a c t io n s  o f  t h i s  y e a r 

show an excess o f  & E p o n d itu re  o v e r in com e.

In  t h i s  y e a r  o u r  s t a t io n e r y  f e l l  due f o r  re n e w a l,  and o u r  n a n i f e s to  had 

t o  be r e v is e d  and r e p r in t e d .  These ite m s  w i l l  n o t  r e c u r  f o r  some t im e .

As b e fo re ,  an e s t im a te  has been made o f  th e  p o s ta g e s  and o th e r .e x p e n s e s  

in c u r re d  b y  members o f  th e  C ocm iiitee  and w h ic h  th e y  have n o t  c la im e d .  T h is  

has been t r e a te d  as p a r t  o f  th e  expense o f  th e  S o c ie ty  on th e  one hand , in  

o rd e r  t h a t  th e  r e a l  c o s t  o f  ru n n in g  th e  S o c ie ty  s h o u ld  be a p p a re n t in  th e  

a c c o u n ts , and a ls o  as a d o n a tio n  on th e  o th e r  s id e .

30 A p r i l ,  I9 6 0 ,  P .E ,P o s tg a te ,
Hon, T re a s u re r ,  SRUBLUK,
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