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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. The Annual G enera l M e e tin g  o f  SRUBLUK w i l l

take  p lace  a t -
FRIENDS' EOUSE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON N .W .1, 

on SATURDAY, SO APRIL, I9 6 0 , a t  2 :4 5  pm*

^  W i l l  a l l  members make e v e ry  e f f o r t  to  a t te n d .

The Agenda w i l l  be fo rw a rd e d  w ith  th e  A p r i l  C i r c u la r .

PROGRESS REPORTS. T h is  month f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  th e  P rog ress  R eports  appear 

in  a b r ig h te r  fo rm , w ith  th e  h ea d in g  in  Green ( th e  SRUBLUK c o lo u r )  in s te a d  o f  th e  

sombre b la c k  th a t  has been used h i t h e r t o *  We hope th a t  t h is  change w i l l  meet w ith  

th e  app rova l o f members.
NEWS OF THE 3RANC1IES.
We have been adv ised  b y  M r, H ippe rson  o f  Cheltenham  th a t  th e  C h ipp ing  N o rto n  -  

K inghan s e rv ic e  w ould  be b e s t l e f t  in  i t s  p re s e n t fo rm , in  v ie w  o f  th e  s p e c ia l 

requ ire m en ts  o f th e  b la n k e t f a c to r y ,  and o f  th e  p a u c ity  o f  o th e r  passenger t r a f f i c .  

SRUBLUK's e xam in a tion  o f  t h is  b ranch  w i l l  be s h e lv e d , th e r e fo r e ,  f o r  th e  t in e  b e in g .

O f f i c i a l  c o n f irm a t io n  has now been is s u e d  o f  th e  w ith d ra w a l o f  th e  lo c a l 

s e rv ic e  from  Eoneybourne -  Cheltenham , w h ich  we fo re c a s t  in  ou r la s t  is s u e .

R e c e n tly  we re fe r r e d  to  th e  u n c e r ta in  fu tu re  o f th e  steam o p e ra te d  b ranch  

l in e s  in  K e n t, in c lu d in g  th e  Gravesend C e n tra l to  A llh K llo w 3 -o n ~ S e a  l in e *  The 

l in e  w i l l  be re ta in e d  as f a r  as S toke J u n c t io n  H a lt ,  and to  B u n in , f o r  workm en's 

t r a in s  to  and from  G ra in  O il  R e f in e ry *
M r. S.W ,Jackson has m entioned th e  r e p o r t  th a t  th e  Horsham -  B r ig h to n  and 

th e  Horsham -  G u ild fo rd  l in e s  w i l l  in  due course  change ove r to  D ie s e l t r a c t io n .

As th e re  seems to  be some c o n fu s io n  re g a rd in g  th e  fu tu re  o f  these  l in e s ,  perhaps 

i t  w i l l  be b e t te r  i f  we s e t o u t th e  p re s e n t p o s i t io n  o f  these  two l in e s ,  as l i t t l e  

has y e t  been announced o f f i c i a l l y .  The p re s e n t p o s i t io n  i s  as fo llo w s  *•

Horsham -  B r ig h to n  -  (a )  H o u r ly  in te r v a l  s e rv ic e  (as on th e  E a s t Sussex L in e s )  

has been in tro d u c e d  w h ich  w i l l  be fo llo w e d  in  due course by  -  (b )  In t r o d u c t io n  

„ o f  d ie s e l t r a c t io n  on t h is  r o u te ,  to  be fo llo w e d  in  due course b y  -



( c )  E le c t r i f i c a t io n *  The p r o v is io n a l da te  f o r  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  is  s ta te d  to  be 

^966 , Forshan -  G u i ld fo rd ;  An h o u r ly  in t e r v a l  s e rv ic e  ( fo l lo w e d  b y  d ie s e l is a t io n )  

w i l l  take  p lace  on t h is  l i n e  to o ,  b u t  a t  a da te  f u r t h e r  in  th e  f u tu r e .  There 

i s  as y e t no p la n  f o r  t h is  l a t t e r  l i n e  to  be e l e c t r i f i e d .

One o f  ou r nen be rs , M r, A d ria n  S m ith , o f  C h e lm s fo rd , has e n q u ire d  w he the r 

th e  r e c ip r o c i t y  between SRUBLUK and th e  v a r io u s  p re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie t ie s  neans 

th a t  membership o f  SRUBLUK a u t o m a t ic a l ly  c a r r ie s  w ith  i t  membership o f  th e  o th e r  

S o c ie t ie s  w ith  w h ich  SRUBLUK c o -o p e ra te s . We are s o r ry  to  say th a t  i t  does n o t .  

Membership l i s t s  a re  n o t  exchanged, a lth o u g h  i t  n ig h t  w e l l  be a good id e a  i f  th e y  

w ere! Our c o -o p e ra t io n  i s  on th e  te c h n ic a l s id e  -  we exchange in fo rm a t io n ,  ensure 

we do n o t d u p lic a te  th e  e f f o r t  o f o th e r  S o c ie t ie s ,  and a rrange  f o r  d e le g a te s  f f r o n  

the  o th e r S o c ie t ie s  to  a tte n d  o u r Committee M ee tings  whenever p o s s ib le ,  and so 

on. In  t h is  way, SRUBLUK and th e  o th e r  S o c ie t ie s  concerned cover a c o n s id e ra b le  

canvas, ensure th a t  th e re  i s  no d u p l ic a t io n ,  and h e lp  each o th e r  as f a r  as 

p o s s ib le .  I f  however members f e l l  t h a t  th e y  w ou ld  p r e fe r  th e  c o -o p e ra t io n  to  

go f u r th e r  in  th e  membership f i e l d ,  th e  fo r th c o m in g  Annual G enera l M ee ting  w ould  

be a s u ita b le  o ccas ion  to  r a is e  th e  m a tte r .
I t  nay s u rp r is e  members to  know th a t  we have q u ite  a few  nenbers in  P o r tu g a l,  

The doyen o f  th e n  -  M r, A .V /.S m ith , o f  Lou res ,. P o r tu g a l,  has fo rw a rd e d  us two 

photographs o f  the  l in e  fro m  A ly th  J c t /A r d le r  to  Dundee v ia  N ew ty le  and Lochee,

The views are o f  ju s t  sou th  o f  N ew ty le  S ta t io n ,  and d e p ic t  one le n g th  o f r a i l  

l i f t e d  ou t o f  th e  c h a ir s ,  and la id  a t  th e  s id e ,  M r, Sm ith in q u ire s  o f  th e  reason 

f o r  t h is  s in g u la r  p ro ce d u re , and suggests  t h a t  th e re  n ig h t  be some le g a l re a so n .

He is  q u ite  r i g h t !  I t  is  p ro v id e d  f o r ,  in  th e  R e g u la tio n  o f  R a ilw ays  A c t ,  t h a t  

i t  is  an o ffe n c e  f o r  a member o f  th e  p u b l ic  to  in te r f e r e  w ith  th e  perm anent way 

in  any way, o r  to  o b s t ru c t  i t .  The o r ig in a l  in te n t io n  o f  th e  a c t  was to  r e s t r a in  

persons from  ta k in g  up a le n g th  o f  t r a c k  in  an endeavour to  d e r a i l  a t r a i n ,  o r  

to  o b s tru c t  the  passage o f a t r a i n ,  U n fo r ru n a te ly ,  th e  B .T .C . a re  now u s in g  th e

A c t f o r  a purpose neve r in te n d e d  in  th e  o r ig in a l  a c t ,  and a re  ta lc in g  a c t io n  o f  

t h is  n a tu re  on a ro u te  where th e  s e rv i^ a  has been w ith d ra w n , as a d e v ice  to  p re v e n t 

any ra ilw a y  p re s e rv a t io n  s o c ie ty  m aking a h id  f o r  th e  l i n e ,  and ta k in g  i t  o v e r, as 

are the  B lu e b e ll R a ilw a y  P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty ,  in  a n o th e r p a r t .  In  th e  same way 

th a t  i t  i s  an o ffe n c e  f o r  an u n a u th o r iz e d  person to  b reak  th e  r o u te ,  i t  i s  a ls o
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an o ffe n c e  f o r  an u n a u th o r is e d  person  to  re s to re  i t ,  and b y  keep ing  th e  ro u te  

b roken , the  B .T .C , has succeeded in  a nunber o f  cases in  c la in in g  th a t  th e  ro u te  

"no lo n g e r e x is ts "  because p a r t  o f  th e  perm anent way has been l i f t e d !  TVe leave  

to  the  members to  c o n s id e r  th e  m e n ta l i ty  such a c t io n  in d ic a te s  e x is ts  a t  

H eadquarte rs ,

M r, P ro c to r ,  o f  a M  > has ta ke n  th e  B .T .C , to  ta s k  f o r  p u b lis h in g

m is le a d in g  c la im s  re g a rd in g  th e  dem otion  (as he p u ts  i t )  o f  th e  G rea t C e n tra l 

s e rv ic e s , and has a lo n g  l e t t e r  p u b lis h e d  in  the  N o tting ham  G uard ian , on th e  

s u b je c t .  Too o f te n  th e  c la im s  o f  th e  B .T .C . rem ain unanswered, and g iv e

t h e i r  area to  s a i l  in  to  th e  a t ta c k  w ish  to  a c t ,  th e  Committee are v e ry  p leased  

to  h e lp  th e n  w ith  f a c t s ,  o r  w i l l  ta ke  th e  m a tte r  o v e r .
The G u ille b a u d  R e po rt w h ich  has been v e ry  much in  th e  news, w i l l  have 

s ig n if ic a n c e  f o r  SRUBLUK, to o ,  7e fe e l  th a t  i t  i s  bound to  be used by  the  B .T .C . 

as a le v e r  and an excuse to  c lo s e  more b ranch  l in e s ,  and p o s s ib ly  w ith o u t  o f f e r in g  

th e  sop o f " a l te r n a t iv e  f a c i l i t i e s " ,  7e hope th a t  members w i l l  fo rm u la te

t h e i r  o p in io n s  on t h is  m a tte r ,  and b r in g  th e n  fo rw a rd  a t  th e  A nnual G enera l 

M ee ting  n e x t m onth.

C h a irm an :- G .F .M an ley, 42 H ills b o ro u g h  C o u rt,  London, N .W .6. 
E d i t o r i a l : -  68, M a y fie ld  Avenue, O rp in g to n , K e n t,

a lw ays r i g h t .  I f  members who see an o p p o r tu n ity


