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.ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING -  PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT. Members are rem inded 

th a t  the  Annual G eneral M ee ting  w i l l  ta ke  p la ce  in  A p r i l ,  and f u l l  d e ta i ls  w i l l  

be p u b lish e d  in  th e  March c i r c u la r ,

-  PUBLIC MEETING -  27 JANUARY. I9 6 0 , a t F r ie n d s ' House. Euston Road. London. 

n .W .1 .
Th is  m ee ting , a t  w h ich th e  guest speaker was M r. L . J .R o l l ,  one o f  ou r most 

a c t iv e  members, chose as h is  s u b je c t  -  "On opposing  the  c lo s u re  o f  a R a ilw a y  -  

from  lo c a l to  m in is te r ia l  l e v e l " .
There was a good a ttendance  a t  t h is  m e e tin g , and th e  Committee no ted  w ith  

g r a t i f i c a t io n  the  number o f members p re s e n t from  th e  P ro v in c e s . In  v ie w  o f  

the  im portance o f t k i3  s u b je c t ,  we are go in g  to  g iv e  a p re c is  o f  M r. R o l l 's  

A dd re ss*

M r. R o ll began h is  t a l k  w ith  a b r ie f  re v ie w  o f h is  e a r ly  days w ith  the  

fo rm e r M id land  and G reat N o rth e rn  J o in t  R a ilw a y , to  w h ich  h is  e n t i r e  t a l k  was 

devo ted . A t a v a ry  e a r ly  age he moved to  G reat Yarm outh, l i v in g  in  th e  ang le 

o f  C a is te r  Road J u n c t io n ,  between the  two l in e s  from  Yarmouth Beach to  N o rth  

^ . ls h a m  Town and to  L o w e s to ft C e n tra l,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ;  so n a t u r a l ly  h is  l i f e ­

lo n g  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  l in e  began th e re .  On le a v in g  schoo l he was una b le  

to  o b ta in  employment on th e  R a ilw a y  due to  th e  D e p re ss io n ; and h is  in te r e s t  la y  

more in  the  t r a f f i c  than  in  th e  e n g in e e r in g  s id e ,  and in  1926 he began to  keep 

re co rd s  o f  passenger t r a f f i c  movements in  and o u t o f Yarmouth Beach S ta t io n ,

In  1930 he moved to  S tam ford  and k e p t up h is  M. & G.N. in te r e s t  a t  B ourne.

For many years  th e  M. & G .N .'s  e x te rm in a t io n  had been e a g e r ly  d e s ire d  by  

many f o l k ,  n o t le a s t  by  th e  G rea t E a s te rn  R a ilw a y , and th e  f i r s t  n a i l  in  th e  

c o f f in  was th e  1933 p o o lin g  o f r e c e ip ts  by  th e  "B ig  F o u r" .  T h is  meant th a t  

w hatever the  fo r tu n e s  o f any l i n e ,  th e  " r a k e - o f f "  to  the  companies was in  

p ro p o r t io n  — th e re fo re  th e re  was no in c e n t iv e .  The L .N .E .R . to o k  ove r th e  

ru n n in g  o f th e  M. & G.N. in  1936, and i t  was in te n d e d  t h a t  th e  L .M .S .R . shou ld



do so 10 years l a t e r ; b u t o f  course  th in g s  tu rn e d  o u t to  be v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  

under n a t io n a l is a t io n ,  when e v e ry  l in e  had to  pay i t s  way.

In  June 1958 cane th e  announcement o f  th e  proposed c lo s u re  o f  th e  M. & G.N. 

L in e ,  People were stunned b y  th e  news, and many le t t e r s  o f  c o n s te rn a t io n  were 

re c e iv e d ; no one knew what to  do , M r, R o l l  soon r e a l is e d  th a t  i f  no one e lse  

was go ing  to  a c t ,  he w ou ld  have t o ,  so he saw th e  e d i t o r  o f  h is  lo c a l pape r, 

and was g iven  fo u r  columns f o r  h is  l e t t e r  s u g g e s tin g  im provem ents in  th e  l i n e ’ s 

w o rk in g , e , g , ,  a reasonab le  degree o f  d ie s e l is a t io n ;  t r a n s fe r  fro m  G.E. to  L .M .R , 

a d m in is t ra t io n ;  e n g in e e r in g  re p o r ts  on b r id g e s  by  independen t b r id g in g  e n g in e e rs ; 

and conve rs ion  o f  some s ta t io n s  to  u n s ta f fe d  h a l t s .  The re a c t io n  o f  ra ilw aym en 

was im m ediate ; th e y  r e a l is e d  a t la s t  t h a t  th e y  held a cham pion, M r, R o ll  then  

v is i t e d  th e  e d i to r s  o f  th e  N o rw ich  p a p e rs , b u t th e y  w ou ld  n o t p u b lis h  a n y th in g . 

R a ilw ay  In s p e c to r  A t to ,  a t  M e lton  C o n s ta b le , le d  th e  f i g h t  a t  th e  e a s te rn  end 

o f the  l i n e ,  and th e  e d i to r  o f  th e  lo c a l paper k e p t i t  g o in g , M r. R o l l  then  

produced h is  "Tw enty Awkward Q u e s tio n s ”  f o r  the  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  T ra n s p o rt 

Commission, to  w h ich  no s a t is f a c to r y  answers were e ve r re c e iv e d .  On h e a rin g  

from  General R obertson  and B r ig a d ie r  W ilson  th e  o f t - re p e a te d  l i e  t h a t  th e  

M. & G.N. neve r p a id  i t s  way, M r, R o ll  w ro te  to  the  Board o f  Trade and o b ta in e d  

p h o to s ta t c o p ie s  o f  the  accoun ts  o f  th e  M. & G.N, J t .  R a ilw a y  f o r  a number o f 

ye a rs . From these  i t  was seen th a t  in  th e  s ix  ye a rs  p r io r  to  1933 ( th e  y e a r 

th a t  the  p o o lin g  arrangem ents came in to  f o r c e ) ,  e x c e p tio n g  th a t  o f  th e  

de p re ss io n , a t o t a l  p r o f i t  o f  £177 ,OiX) was ea rned . These f ig u r e s ,  i t  shou ld  

be no ted , were o f N e tt  P r o f i t ,  n o t  Gross P r o f i t .  V a rio u s  C o u n c ils  form ed 

Committees to  oppose the  c lo s u re .  F u r th e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  had re v e a le d  th a t  

many t r a in s  th a t  co u ld  -  and sh o u ld  -  have t r a v e l le d  b y  th e  M. & G.N. Route 

were in  f a c t  sen t ove r th e  G ,E, Route to  Yarmouth V a u x h a ll,  e , g , ,  thw  12 :00  fro m  

Manchester ( V ic t o r ia )  to  K in g 's  Lynn , Cromer (B each ), Yarmouth (B each ), and 

L o w e s to ft ( C e n t r a l) .  The P u b lic  R e la t io n s  O f f ic e r ,  when q u e s tio n e d  about 

t h is ,  never r e p l ie d ,  ( i t  w ou ld  appear t h a t  th e re  is  no r e p ly  t h a t  th e  B .T .C , 

cou ld  make and s t i l l  save fa c e ) .  The p u b l ic a t io n  o f  th e  B .T .C . ’ s case , 
com plete w ith  a cco u n ts , was e va s ive  and fe e b le  in  th e  ex trem e , and co n ta in e d  

a b s o lu te ly  n o th in g  r e fu t in g  th e  a c c u s a tio n s  a g a in s t i t ;  in  f a c t ,  i t  d e l ib e r a te ly  

w ith d re w  fa c ts  on w h ich  i t  c o u ld  be "s h o t dow n". I t  was s ig n i f ic a n t  t h a t  i t  

avo ided answ ering  any o f  M r. R o l l 's  "T w en ty  Awkward Q ues tions " to  w h ich  th e re  

had been much p u b l i c i t y .



O p p o s itio n  grew , and f o r  the  s e c t io n  w est o f K in g 's  Lynn , a m ee ting  was to  

Be h e ld  a t S p a ld in g , w h ich  M r, R o ll  was to  add ress ; b e fo re  the  m ee ting  to o k  

p la c e , however, th e  B .T .C . made a shrewd move, and agreed to  keep c e r ta in  f r e ig h t  

sp u rs , w h ich s u ite d  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f t ra d e rs  v e ry  n ic e ly .  T h e re fo re  i t  was 

n o t s u r p r iz in g  th a t  t h is  m ee ting  a t  w h ich  M r. R o l l  spoke f o r  th re e -q u a r te rs  o f 

annhour o u t l in in g  the  manner in  w h ich  o p p o s it io n  to  th e  c lo s u re  co u ld  ta k e ,  was 

lukewarm in  i t s  en thus iasm . A n o th e r m ee ting  was h e ld  a t S h ir e h a l l ,  N o rw ich , 

b u t u n fo r tu n a te ly  M r. R o ll was n o t in v i t e d  to  t h is  one.

Then came the  T .U .C .C . h e a r in g s , and th e se  b o d ie s  sco red  h e a v i ly  b y  in s is t in g  

(w ro n g ly ) on d e a lin g  w ith  o b je c t io n s  o n ly  in  th e  areas in  w h ich  th e  o b je c to rs  

l iv e d ,  (E ast A n g lia  o r  E a s t M id la n d s ) .
An example o f  how f a r c i c a l  T .U .C .C . 's  can, and sometimes now, have become, 

was amply shewn a t  N o rw ich , where the  Chairman o f th e  E a s te rn  T .U .C .C . 

s h a m e fu lly  b u l l ie d  the  o b je c to r s :  f o r  in s ta n c e , M r. R o l l 's  o b je c t io n  was c u t  

s h o r t  once i t  was known th a t  he was n o t  r e s id e n t  in  th e  E a s te rn  T .U .C .C . A rea; 

s im i la r  tre a tm e n t was handed ou t to  a man who began b y  sa y in g  th a t  he was in  th e  

B r i t i s h  Leg ion  a t  Murrow -  he was asked what th a t  had to  do w ith  ke ep ing  open 

the  M. & G .N .; a g a in , a man who grew mushrooms a t  Martham was brushed as ide  

c u r t l y  by  b e ing  asked -  " ’Vhy do you t h in k  B r i t i s h  R a ilw ays  shou ld  run  t r a in s  

ju s t  f o r  y o u r b e n e f i t ;  why n o t grow y o u r  mushrooms n e a re r  Yarm outh?"

M r. R o ll th e n  s a id  t h a t  o b je c to rs  re c e iv e d  more sym p a th e tic  tre a tm e n t a t  

the  hands o f the  Chairman o f  the  ’ V .s i M id la n d s  T .U .C .C . a t  B ourne, where P ro fe s s o r  

Peers p re s id e d  -  in c id e n t a l ly  he f ig u r e d  in  th e  more re c e n t B anbury (M erton 

iy ^ re e t)  -  Buckingham case . The P ro fe s s o r  was im pressed b y  th e  M. & G.N. case, 

b u t the  outcome was th e  same d re a ry  c ld  t a le  -  th e re  was n o th in g  th e y  c o u ld  

do, so th a t  i t  was o b v io u s ly  c u t and d r ie d  b e fo re  th e  h e a r in g  began.

M r. R o ll f in is h e d  b y  sa y in g  th a t  R a ilw a y  In s p e c to r  A t to  and th e  N o r fo lk  

County C o u n c il are now a sk in g  f o r  a P u b lic  I n q u i r y .  M r. R o l l 's  case was sen t 

to  P a r lia m e n t; a d e p u ta t io n , in  w h ich  he was in c lu d e d , d id  g e t as f a r  as 

G eneral R o b e rts o n 's  O f f ic e ,  wa3 h e a rd , and was t o ld  "We w i l l  in fo rm  y o u " .

In  the  meantime d e m o lit io n  is  p ro c e e d in g , w h ich  in  th e  case o f th e  Yarmouth 

end o f th e  l in e  can o n ly  be d e s c r ib e d  as a t  b reakneck speed ( th e  f i r s t  r a i l s  -  

in  some s id in g s  -  were l i f t e d  even b e fo re  th e  la s t  t r a in  had r u n )  and t r a c k  

l i f t i n g  crews s ta r te d  w ork on th e  fo l lo w in g  Monday m o rn in g . As m ig h t be 

expec ted , n o th in g  f u r t h e r  has been heard  from  G enera l R o b e rts o n 's  O f f ic e .



A s p i r i t e d  d is c u s s io n  fo llo w e d ,  in  w h ich  many o b s e rv a tio n s , q u e s tio n s  and 

suggestions  were p u t :  o f  w h ich  th e  fo l lo w in g  are  a f a i r  s a n p le : -

That passengers sh o u ld  have a book (o r  c a rn e t)  o f  t ic k e t s  f o r  use a t  
u n s ta f fe d  h a l ts ;

Tha t the  B .T .C . fe e l no o b l ig a t io n  to  p ro v id e  a l te r n a t iv e  bus s e rv ic e s ;  

t h is  was co n firm e d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  where these  have been p ro v id e d  as an 

a l te r n a t iv e  f a c i l i t y  a t  th e  tim e  o f  a l i n e 's  c lo s u re ,  th e y  have in  many cases 

been w ithd raw n  a f t e r  o n ly  two o r th re e  m onths, on th e  grounds o f b e in g  

"u n re n u n e ra t iv e " ;

That i f  the  branches d ie ,  th e  m ain t ru n k  o f  th e  t re e  w i l l  w i th e r ;

That Mr. R o ll  had w r i t t e n  f o r  a breakdown o f  th e  a c c o u n tin g  f ig u r e s  f o r  

the  S tam ford -  Essendine S e rv ic e s , b u t  t h is  re q u e s t was re fu s e d . He gave an 

in s ta n ce  o f  t y p ic a l  B .T .C . a c c o u n tin g  p rocedure  -  e . g , ,  where a t r a in  proceeds 

f ro n  L e ic e s te r  to  Yarm outh (Beach) (C u te r J o u rn e y ), t i c k e t  proceeds go to  th e  

o r ig in a t in g  re g io n ;  b u t th e  c o s ts  are d e b ite d  to  th e  b ranch  l in e  ( v i z , ,

M. & G .N .) ,  (SRTJBLUK know o f  cases where on c e r ta in  b ranches t i c k e t  s a le s  o f f  

the branch to  s ta t io n s  oil the  b ranch  a re  c re d ite d  e n t i r e l y  to  th e  b o o k in g  

s ta t io n ,  w h i ls t  book ings in  th e  re v e rs e  d i r e c t io n  fa re s  are c re d ite d  to  the  

branch s ta t io n  o n ly  as f a r  as th e  ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  m ain l i n e  -  th e  ju n c t io n  

s ta t io n  ta k e s  c r e d i t  f o r  th e  re m a in d e r,)
That the  " d iv id e  and conquer" p o l ic y  o f  T.1J,C,C. h e a rin g s  has a ls o  ensured 

the  w ith d ra w a l o f  th ro u g h  G rea t C e n tra l S e rv ice s  to  S h e f f ie ld ( V ic t o r ia ) ; in  

fa c t  th e re  was a com plete la c k  o f  u n i t y  f o r  o b je c to rs .  A lth o u g h  most T .U .C .C ,' 

were cou rteous  and ac ted  in  th e  manner l a id  down b y  the  M in is t r y  o f  T ra n s p o rt 

(hav ing  been rebuked f o r  p re v io u s  d e p a rtu re s  th e re fro m ) ,  the  B .T .C , in v a r ia b ly  

had i t s  way, and the  T .U .C .C . s e t up (as a t  p re s e n t c o n s t i tu te d )  became l i t t l e  

more than  a le g a l facade and a ru b b e r stamp f o r  w h ich  th e  Commission in te n d e d  

to  do.
That th e  M. & G.N, P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty  had been th w a rte d  in  i t s  a tte m p t 

to  re -open  the  Yarmouth (Beach) — N o rth  7alaham  S e c tio n , as th e  t r a c k  had been 

l i f t e d  f o r  much c f  th e  d is ta n c e ; an'3 th e  read  bed was to  be s o ld  f o r  road  

t ra n s p o r t ,  Mir, R o ll  was o f the  o p in io n  thao  i t  vs.s a waste o f  t in e  to  th in k  

th a t  i t  would be p o s s ib le  to  o b ta in  ru n n in g  row ers ove r the  N o rw ich  ( C it y )  -  

M e lton  C onstab le  S e c tio n , s in ce  f r e ig h t  is  b e in g  ru n  a t  p re s e n t o ve r th e  whole 

o f  t h is  s e c t io n ,  and in  due course ove r th e  N o rw ich  ( C i t y )  -  Reepham S e c tio n ,



Tha t th e  two c la s s ic  examples o f  th e  p o l ic y  o f  "abso rb  and w ipe o u t"  are 

(a ) The M. & G .N ./G .E ., and (b ) G .C ./L .M .R .

T ha t T .U .C .C . 's  shou ld  be a b o lis h e d , o r  a t  any r a te  be a lte re d  d r a s t ic a l l y  

to  be in  the  fo rm  o f a j u d ic i a l  e n q u iry ,  w i th  a E igh  C ourt Judge p re s id in g *  The 

T .U .C .C . 's  (and the  Commission) score  h e a v i ly  w i th  t h e i r  p o l ic y  o f  " d iv id e  and 

co n q u e r".

-  5 ~

MIDLAND & GREAT NORTHERN JOINT RAILWAY PRESERVATION SOCIETY RAILTOUR 

We are asked to  p u b lis h  d e ta i ls  o f  a r a i l t o u r  t h a t  i t  is  proposed to  run  

on 21 May n e x t,  and th a t  w i l l  t ra v e rs e  two l in e s  in  E as t A n g lia  th a t  a re  n o rm a lly  

c l ,ed to  Passenger T r a f f i c ,  They are the  Waveney V a l le y  L in e ,  and the  N o rw ich  

C i t y  Branch o f the  M. & G .N0? s e c t io n s  o f b o th  o f  th e se  l in e s  are th re a te n e d  

w i th  com plete c lo s u re  in  the  near- fu tu r e *  a n i t h i s  w i l l  be th e  la s t  o p p o r tu n ity  

to  t r a v e l  over them In  t h e i r  p re s e n t xorsa.
The t r a in ,  w h ich  w i l l  be hau led  b y  a. J  15, w i l l  c o n s is t  o f  ex-M. & G.N. 

S to c k  (o r  G E .)  C o r r id o r  S tock*

The t im in g s  are as fo llo w s

N o rm  eh (C i i y ) dep 1 2 : 2 0  pm
W h iiv /e il and Eeepham a r r 12 :48

dep 12:55
M e lto n  C onstab le a r r 1 :12

N o rth  Welsham (M ain)
dep 1 :27
a r r 2 :15
dep 2 .35

T iv e ts h a l l a r r 3 :33
dep 3 :4 0

E a r le s to n a r r 4 :1 0
dep 4 :1 8

Bungay a r r 4 :58
dep 5 : 6

B ecc les a r r 5:21

L o w e s to ft (C e n t ra l)
dep 5:28
a r r 5 :43
dep 5 :50

N o rw ich  (T horpe ) a r r 6 :3 0

T h is  to u r  covers over 130 m ile s V o f ■w hich mere than  40

passenger t r a f f i c .

The fa re  f o r  t h is  to u r  w i l l  be a p p r o x im a te ly  16/-- and t

shou ld  w r i t e ,  s ta t in g  th e  number o f  i i  e k c - t a re q u ire d ,  to  Mr*

Avenue, I l f o r d ,  E ssex, Reduced fa re s  may 

shou ld  w a rra n t i t .

he a v a i la b le  from



As we go to  p re s s , th e  f i n a l  argum ents nto  s t r ik e ,  o r  n o t  to  s t r i k e ,  th a t  

Es the  q u e s tio n " a re  b e in g  th ra s h e d  o u t .  W ith o u t e n te r in g  in to  any o f  th e  

arguments f o r  and a g a in s t th e  members o f  th e  N .U .R . ta k in g  s t r i k e  a c t io n ,  one 

th in g  is  c e r ta in !  e v e ry  tim e  th e re  is  a r a i l  s t r i k e ,  a la rg e  number o f  passengers 

o b ta in  t h e i r  own t ra n s p o r t  f o r  use d u r in g  th e  s t r i k e ,  and a fte rw a rd s  do n o t 

re tu rn  to  the  r a i lw a y ,  and make worse th e  c o n g e s tio n  on th e  ra o d s . E v e ry  s t r ik e  

means a f in a n c ia l  lo s s  to  the  ra i lw a y s ,  and a f t e r  th e  s t r i k e  i s  ove r th e  Commission 

seeks to  re d re s s  th e  im ba lance caused in  t h i s  way b y  speed ing  up th e  c lo s u re  o f  

branch l in e s ,  th e re b y  d e p r iv in g  mare members o f  th e  N .U .R . o f  jo b s  -  and so th e  

s p i r a l  s ta r t s  a g a in , ’That a p i t y  th e  R a ilw a y  U n ions do n o t ( o r  w i l l  n o t )  

r e a l is e  b y  m aking th e  ra ilw a y s  uneconcmi-.. th e y  a re  s te a d i ly  and s u r e ly  k i l l i n g  

t h e i r  own jo b s .

OTHER RECENT MATTERS OF INTEREST
The s e rv ic e  on th e  Banbury (M erten  S t re e t )  to  Buckingham B ranch , w h ich  was 

beung w ith d ra w n , was to  be re p la c e d  by  a bus s e rv ic e  b y  a lo c a l  company. T h is  

company has re fu s e d  to  p ro v id e  th e  bus s e rv ic e ,  ow ing to  f in a n c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

The r a i l  s e rv ic e  has a c c o rd in g ly  been re s to re d .  A lth o u g h  t h is  i s  o n ly  a 

tem pora ry m easure, i t  w i l l  be in te r e s t in g  to  see what happens n e x t .

M ention was made r e c e n t ly  o f th e  u n s a t is fa c to r y  arrangem ents re g a rd in g  

excu rs io n  t i c k e t s  from  Cheltenham to  L ondon. I t  is  u n d e rs too d  th a t  E x c u rs io n  

T ic k e ts  are now a v a ila b le  from  Cheltenham  'S t .  Janes ’ ) a ls o  a t  8 :5 0  am and 

11:45 am; a ls o  from  Cheltenham South (Leckham pton) a t  6 :3 8  am. A lth o u g h  t h is  

is  welcome, SRUBLUK cannot commend W estern Region f o r  th e  obscure manner o f  th e  

announcements re g a rd in g  these  f a c i l i t i e s .
M r, P ro c k to r  o f  S h e f f ie ld  re p o r ts  th a t  a n o t io n  has been passed a t  a m ee ting  

o f  the  lo c a l R am ble rs ’ A s s o c ia t io n  d e p lo r in g  th e  a c t io n  o f  B r i t i s h  R a ilw ays  in  

w ith d ra w in g  t r a in  s e rv ic e s  a lle g g e d  to  b 2 ru n n in g  a t  a lo s s ,  s in c e  th e  Commission 

c la im  to  p ro v id e  a P u b lic  S e rv ic e , analagons uo the  P os t O f f ic e ,  and th e y  c a l l  

f o r  a re v e rs a l o f  t h is  p o l ic y  on the  g rc u n ls  o f  th e  P u b lic  I n t e r e s t ,  In  a
fu r t h e r  l e t t e r  he s ta te d  cha t a copy o f  *che m o tion  had been passed to  th e  

H eadquarte rs  o f  th e  Commission, th e  C e n tra l ^ re n e p o rt  U sers C o n s u lta t iv e  C o m it te e ,  

t i le  $§ad<juajrters o f  th e  R a n o ie rs ’ A ssoc ia  t io n ,  He a .so  m entioned th a t  

as th e  G reat C e n tra l L in e s ,  th e  Com uission wanted tc  c lo s e  th e  Pore -  C h in le y  L in e ,



out th a t  th e re  is  l i k e l y  to  be s tro n g  o p p o s it io n  to  such a p ro p o s a l as th e  l in e  

i s  w e ll p a tro n is e d  and a ls o  se rves  a p a r t  o f  th e  Peak N a t io n a l Park* th e  P la n n in g  

Board o f w h ich  are l i k e l y  to  oppose c lo s u re  a ls o ,

M r, John Go. Ramsay, 1 E a s t T r i n i t y  Hoad, E d in b u rg h . 5 , i s  p ro p o s in g  to  

take  up a c t iv e  SRU3LUK w o rk , and w i l l  a l l  members w o rk in g  o r  l i v i n g  in  South E a s t 

S co tla n d  p lease g e t in  touch  w i th  h im .

We unders tand  th a t  a t  the  tu r n  o f th e  year a t  a a t a S outhern  Region S o c ia l 

F u n c tio n  in  th e  E x e te r A rea , th e  D i s t r i c t  S u p e rin te n d e n t gave th e  o f f i c i a l  v iew  

re g a rd in g  a number o f  branches under h ie  j u r i s d i c t i o n  as fo llo w s  

Y e o v il -  Taunton, and Chard J e t ,  — Cha rd  -  No changes proposed;

Taun ton  -  Chard -  nay be c lo se d  e n t i r e l y  (b y  W estern R e g io n );

Sf^ o n  J u n c tio n  -  Seaton -  U n re r iu n e ra iiv e , b u t no im m ediate changes proposed; 

A xm in s te r -  Lyne Regis -  W i l l  p ro b a b ly  change over to  th e  "One Engine in  Stean" 

method o f w o rk in g ;
S id n cu th  J e t ,  -  S id n o u th , and T ip to n  S t,  J o h n 's  to  E xnouth -  No changes;
E x e te r  -  Exnouth -  D ie s e l is a t io n  d e fe r re d  u n t i l  about 1963, when a 2 i) -n in u te  

in te r v a l  s e rv ic e  to  Exnouth has been proposed , w i th  some t r a in s  extended to  

B u d le ig h  S a lte r to n , I f  W estern Region ag ree , th e  d ie s e ls  n ig h t  combine the  

w o rk in g  o f the  Exe V a lle y  Branch to  p ro v id e  th ro u g h  s e rv ic e s  between T iv e r to n  and 

B u d le ig h  S a lte r to n ,  v ia  E x e te r  ( S t ,  D ari d ' n .■
M r. B e llow s o f  G lo u c e s te r re p o r ts  th a t  th e  passenger s e rv ic e s  on the  Kemble -  

T e tb u ry  and Kemble -  C ire n c e s te r  (fom r.) ru-.y bo w ith d ra w n ; he has heard  fro m  the  

Commission th a t  th e re  is  no im m ediate th re a t  o f  c lo s u re  (perhaps th e  in te r e s t  

o f S i r  B r ia n  R obertson  in  the  l a t t e r  l i n e  n ig h t  have som eth ing to  do w ith  t h i s ! ) ,  

t u . th a t  the  p o s i t io n  i s  b e in g  rev iew ed  . A lth o u g h  th e  s e rv ic e s  were im proved 

w ith  d ie s e l r a i lb u s e s ,  and new h a l ts  v e rs  opened, th e  p o s i t io n  is  n o t s a t is fa c to r y  

f in a n c ia l l y .  As re g a rd s  th e  r a i l c a r  s e rv ic e  on th e  Ch e l t enham -  Eoneybourne l i n e ,  

th e y  a re , a p p a re n tly  d e f in i t e l y  g o ing  to  be w ith d ra w n . The l in e  w i l l  be k e p t 

open, however, o n ly  f o r  the  B irm in g ham — South u a les  d ie s e ls ,
M r, B o s te l, o f B r ig h to n ,  who ia  r t i 1 ’ th e  S e c re ta ry  o f th e  Lewes -  E ast 

G rin s te a d  T ra n s p o rt and F a c i l i t i e s  Co;:r > i t le e  1-; s w i l l  v e ry  h o t under th e  c o l la r  

re g a rd in g  th e  B lu e b e ll L ine  a f f a i r ,  b u t he V f  now tu rn  it. h is - a t t e n t io n  to  th e  

Newhaven — Dieppe steam er s e rv ic e ,, A lth o u g h  Chi3 is  s u n s o u t s i d e  SRUBLUK's 

norm al term s o f re fe re n c e , we th in k  re a d e rs  n ig h t  be in te re s te d  an th e  a c t io n  o f  

the  Commission ove r th e  w ith d ra w  o f these  steam ers d u r in g  th e  w in te r  m onths.
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M r, B o s te l went to  the  f i r s t  C o n n itte e  M e e tin g  o f th e  South E a s t T ra n s p o rt U sers 

C o n s u lta t iv e  C o n n itte e  a t  Lewes, a f t e r  w h ich  th e  f i r s t  c lo s u re  was a u th o r iz e d ; 

su b se quen tly  he went to  th e  second one in  London la s t  y e a r ,  and nenbers o f  

S .R .U .B .L '.U .K . w i l l  p ro b a b ly  n o t be s u rp r iz e d  to  le a rn  th a t  in  s p i te  o f  th e  

re p re s e n ta t io n s  o f  th e  lo c a l  a u th o r i t ie s  o f  Newhaven, B r ig h to n ,  and Eove, th e  

C onn iss ion  f l a t l y  re fu s e d  to  d is c lo s e  th e  o p e ra t in g  cos t3  o f  the  s e rv ic e  d u r in g  

th e  sunner, o r  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  proposed c lo s u re ! M r. B o s te l asked f o r  

these  f ig u re s  a t  th e  m e e tin g , he was re fu s e d , and on a sk in g  why, was t o ld  th a t  

th e y  were i r r e le v a n t !

And f i n a l l y  M r. P ow e ll o f  S id n o u th  J u n c tio n  p a s s 's  on th e  in fo rm a t io n  t h a t ,  

in  response to  re q u e s ts , th e  C o n n iss io n  are  in t ro d u c in g  a now exp ress  s e rv ic e  

a t 5:45 pn f r o n  E x e te r (C e n tra l) to  E xn ou th . n a in iy  f a r  th e  convenience o f  the  

la rg e  number o f  season t i c k e t  h o ld e rs  who t r a v e l  on t h is  ro u te ;  th o  t r a i n  w i l l  

be extended to  L i t t le h a n  and B u d le ig h  S a lte r to n . I t  i s  a ls o  announced th a t  a 

new th ro ugh  t r a in  w i l l  ru n  f r o n  th e  m id la n d s  and n o r th  on Summer S a tu rd a ys , 

le a v in g  C lee tho rpes  a t  7 an, c a l l i n g  a t  G rim sby, L in c o ln .  h o t t in g h a n .
L e ic e s te r .  B irm ingham , Cheltenham . G lo u c e s te r . B a th , E r^ te T , and d iv id in g  f o r  

Exnouth and S id n o u th . a r r iv in g  about 5 pn. The r e tu rn  w o rk in g  w i l l  leave  

about 10:30 an, m aking the  same c a l l s .  B ranch co n n e c t’ ono n l '  be made to  

Lyne Regis and Seaton.  M r, P ow e ll a ls o  r e fe r s  to  th e  b u i ld in g  up in  the

passenger t r a f f i c  on th e  l in e  f r o n  B u d le ig h  S a lte r to n  to  E x e te r  v ia  E xnou th , w ith  

improved m orn ing and even ing  s e rv ic e s .  Compared W ith  a yea r age, L u t t le h a n  

S ta t io n  is  now crowded e ve ry  m orn ing ; a y a c r  ago ite m *  o n ly  5 re g u la r  passengers

to  E x e te r , So n o t a l l  b ranch  l in e s  are  ro p o rvx .ig  do l in in g  r a f  f l e !  The ^ .1
B u d le ig h  S a lte r to n  Chamber o f  Commerce have es.k=d the Commission f o r  more th ro u g h  

coaches to  and from  S idno u th  J u n c t io n  in  c o n n e c n c n  w iid i ta o  p r in c ip a l  M ain L in e  

t r a in s ,  and th e  D iv is io n a l S u p e rin te n d e n t is  c o n s iB e r in g  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  a th ro u g h  

coach to  and from  Exnouth to  be a tta c h e d  to  and 1 . d .1 fron t th e  S i inn n th  

Branch t r a in  a t  T ip to n  S t .  John ’ s on fo u r  o f r.k~. uvr* s t in g  s e rv ic e s  in  each 

d i r e c t io n .
We have had q u ite  a l o t  o f news in  f^ c n  noob* xiu ;- -■ n s : p ieuoe  keep i t  

u p . I f  jo u  have some news, why n o t share i t  I ' d  he or’  le  members?

C ha irm an :- G .F .M an ley E s q ., 42 H ills b o ro u g h  C o u rt,  Lende r, L V . h  
E d i t o r ia l  to  -  68, M a y fie ld  Avenue, O rp in g to n , K e n t„


