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A happy Few Year to  a l l  o u r members, and th e  C om m ittee  hope t h a t  d u r in g  

the  c o n in g  y e a r we w i l l  be a b le  to  b r in g  in c r e a s in g  p re s s u re  on th e  a u t h o r i t ie s  

to  g iv e  more th a n  l i p - s e r v i c e  to  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  r u r a l  r a i l  s e r v ic e s .

SUBSCRIPTIONS -  S u b s c r ip t io n s  a re  due on J a n u a ry  1 s t ,  and a l l  members

asked to  be good enough to  r e m it  t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t io n s  as soon as p o s s ib le  

t o  th e  M em bership S e c r e ta ry .  A fo rm  f o r  t h i s  pu rpo se  i s  in c lu d e d  w i t h  t h i s  

c i r c u la r .  The M em bership  S e c re ta ry  r e p o r ts  w i t h  a p p r e c ia t io n  th e  la rg e  num ber 

o f  members who in c lu d e d  a d o n a tio n  w i t h  t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t io n  in  1958, and hopes 

t h a t  members w i l l  c o n t in u e  in  196 > t h i s  e x c e l le n t  h a b i t .

The P a ilw a y  D eve lopm ent A s s o c ia t io n  s ta te  t h a t  th e  D anbu ry  (M e rto n  S t r e e t )  

t o  Buckingham  '" ra n c h  i s  c lo s in g  on 2 J a n u a ry , 19Q>, ’ /hen th e  m a t te r  was c o n s id e re d  

b y  the  T .U .C .C .,  th e  m a t te r  was d e fe r r e d ,  ow ing  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  f ig u r e s  

quo ted  d id  r o t  appear to  be above s u s p ic io n .  In  f a c t ,  i t  t r a n s p ir e d  t h a t

th e  c o s t o f  ru n n in g  th e  D anbu ry  -  B uck ingham  l in e  in c lu d e d  th e  c o s t  o f  ru n n in g  

th e  steam o p e ra te d  B uck ingham  -  B le tc h le y  L in e ,  a lth o u g h  th e  l i n e  to  be c lo s e d  

i s  o p e ra te d  b y  a s in g le  u n i t  d ie s e l  r a i l c a r !  Fo d o u b t th e  members car? fo rm  

i r  own o p in io n s  o f  th e  l i k e l y  a c c u ra c y  o f  " lo s s e s "  q u o te d  f o r  o th e r  l i n e s ,  

when in  t h i s  case when th e  c o s ts  o f  ru n n in g  a c o m p le te ly  d i f f e r e n t  b ra n c h  were 

in c lu d e d ,

M r. E ip p e rs o n  o f  C he ltenham  r e p o r ts  t h a t  th e  o n ly  two s e rv ic e s  a day on 

th e  Fingham  to  C h in p in g  N o r to n  B ra nch  g iv e  v e r y  p o o r m ain  l i n e  c o n n e c t io n s ;  

and th e se  s e rv ic e s  a re  ru n  p r im a r i l y  f o r  th e  w o rk e rs  a t  th e  C h ip p in g  F o r to n  

b la n k e t  f a c t o r y ,  w h ich  means t h a t  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  w i l l  

make any a l t e r a t io n s  f o r  th e  o th e r  few  p a s s e n g e rs ; a c c o r d in g ly  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  o th e r  t r a f f i c  o f f e r in g  he re  i s  re m o te .

3RUBLUK has h e a rd  n o th in g  more re g a r d in g  th e  p ro po se d  c lo s in g  (as re p o r te d )  

o f  th e  Iloneybou rne  -  C he ltenham  l i n e ; we knew t h a t  t h i s  ro u te  had been earm arked  

f o r  c e n t r a l is e d  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l ,  and we a re  s t i l l  t r y i n g  to  g e t  o f f i c i a l



c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  p o s i t i o n .  I t  appea rs  t h a t  one f a c t io n  is  in  fa v o u r  o f  

c lo s u re ,  and a n o th e r f a c t io n  i s  in  fa v o u r  o f  m o d e rn is a t io n !

There was v e ry  l i t t l e  lo c a l  o p p o s it io n  to  th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  New bury -  

-  Lanbourn  L in e  when th e  e n q u ir y  was h e ld  a t  C h a r in g  C ro s s . P ro b a b ly ,  in  

th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s , n o t  s u r p r iz in g .  T h is  l i n e  i s  c lo s in g  on 2 J a n u a ry , 1 9 6 ) .

A co n ce ss io n  is  made in  re s p e c t  o f  goods t r a f f i c  to  ’ / e l f o r d  Parle f o r  th e

b e n e f i t  o f  th e  U .o .'^ o rc e 3  Ease th e r e ,  o n ly .  A p p a re n t ly  th e  U .S .P o rc e s  re q u ire m e n ts

c a r r y  g re a te r  w e ig h t w i th  th e  B „T ,C . th a n  do th e  B r i t i s h  P u b l ic .  P m ...

Cn th e  ’ / in c h e s te r  -  N ew bury L in e  f e e l i n g  i s  s t r o n g e r ,  b u t  i t  i s  f e l t  b y  

SEUBLUII t h a t  i f  t h i s  l i n e  c lo s e s ,  M ewbury -  D id c o t  is  p r e t t y  c e r t a in  to  f o l lo w ,  

as the se  two l in e s  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  th ro u g h  ro u te  fro m  D id c a t  to  S ou tham p ton .

M r. J e n n in g s , M .P . f o r  ~ 'u r to n -o n -T re n t  has been la s h in g  o u t ;  he has s ta te d  

in  an a r t i c l e  in  th e  M aneheste r G u a rd ia n  t h a t  th e  T .U .C .C . s e t- u p  i s  a f a r c e ,  

a p p o in te d  b y  th e  “ r i t i s h  T ra n s p o r t  C om m iss ion , and h e a v i ly  lo a d e d  a g a in s t  th e  

p u b l ic .  ("7i t h  t h i s  we m ust a g re e ) ,  Pe in te n d s  to  p r o te s t  in  th e  Louse o f  

Commons i f  th e  T u tb u ry  to  B u r to n  on T re n t  L in e  i s  c lo s e d .  L is  p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e  

w ith  T .U .C .C . 's  has n o t  been a p a r t i c u l a r l y  happy one; and he f e e ls  t h a t  th e  

a i r in g  in  th e  P re ss  t h a t  h is  v ie w s  have had has e n a b le d  h im  to  m eet a w id e r  

p u b l ic ,  who a p p a re n t ly  f e e l  th e  same.

M a jo r R o s s -L e w in , o u r member a t  3 t .  O la v e s , N o r f o l f ,  has re s ig n e d  because 

we have n o t  had so much success as he had hoped, Pe i s  g o in g  to  c o n t in u e  

cam pa ign ing  o u ts id e  3RUPLUK, b u t  v e ry  l a r g e l y  on o u r l i n e s .  As he l i v e d  on 

th e  r e c e n t ly  c lo s e d  l i n e  fro m  R e cc le s  to  Y arm outh  we f e e l  t h a t  h is  r e s ig n a t io n  

is  more o f  a p e rs o n a l p r o te s t  t h a t  we were n o t  s u c c e s s fu l i n  r e t a in in g  h is  

p a r t i c u la r  l i n e .

M a jo r ’ ra lk e r ,  o u r member a t  C h e lten h am , has now been a p p o in te d  V ic e -P re s id e n t  

o f  th e  G lo u c e s te rs h ire  R a ilw a y  S o c ie ty ,  on w h ic h  we o f f e r  o u r  c o n g r a tu la t io n s ,  

lie  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in te r e s te d  in  th e  P oneybourne  -  C he ltenham  L in e  (see above) 

and a ls o  th e  C he ltenham  -  Andover l i n e . Ee s ta te s  t h a t  th e  E x c u rs io n  t i c k e t s  

to  London a re  a v a i la b le  o n ly  on th e  C he ltenham  Spa E x p re s s , w h ic h  i s  f u l l  

( u s u a l ly  o v e r - f u l l )  -  y e t  a l t e r n a t iv e  t r a in s  a re  a lm o s t em p ty , and th e s e  t i c k e t s  

a re  n o t  a v a i la b le  on th o s e  t r a i n s .

M r. Y a rro w , o f  J a r ro w , N o rth u m b e r la n d , s ta te s  t h a t  th e  A ls to n  — l a l t w h i s t l e  

L in e  has been re p r ie v e d  f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g ;  i t  has been c o n v e r te d  to  d ie s e l
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t r a c t io n ,  and t h i s  i s  m ost e n c o u ra g in g , s in c e  p r e v io u s ly  i t  was p ro po se d  to  

c lo s e  t h i s  l i n e .  I t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  th e  change o f  h e a r t  w o u ld  n o t  have ta k e n  

p la c e  w ith o u t  a c t io n  b y  SRUPLUK. I f  th e  l i n e  had been c lo s e d ,  th e  a l t e r n a t iv e  

w ou ld  have been a d i f f i c u l t  1 1 -m ile  jo u rn e y  b y  b u s , w i t h  awkward c o n n e c tio n s  a t  

E a l tw is t le ,

PUThlC MEETING. Members a re  rem inded  o f  th e  P u b lic  M e e tin g  t h a t  ta k e s  

p la c e  d u r in g  J a n u a ry . The d e t a i l s  a re  as f o l l o w s : -

FRIENDS rCUSE, SUSPON ROAD, LCNDCN, N .7 .1 ,

’7BBNSSDAY, 27 JA'MARY, 1 9 6 ), AT 7 :3 o  pm .,

^ c n  M r, L . J . R o l l  -  one o f  o u r n ro n in e n t  members -  w i l l  d e l i v e r  an a dd re ss  

re g a rd in g  h is  e x p e r ie n c e s  w h i l s t  he was o p p o s in g  th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  M id la n d  

and G reat N o r th e rn  L in e ;  fro m  lo c a l  to  M in i s t e r i a l  l e v e l .  I t  i s  hoped th a t  

a l l  members w i l l  make e v e ry  e f f o r t  to  a t te n d .  A lth o u g h  th e  m e e tin g  i s  

ta k in g  p la ce  a t  F r ie n d s ’ M ouse, i t  i s  n o t ,  o f  c o u rs e , sp on so re d  b y  th e  S o c ie ty  

o f  F r ie n d s , b u t  i s  e x c lu s iv e ly  a SRUBLUE m e e tin g .

F in a l l y ,  may we re m in d  you ( w h i l s t  th e  m a tte r  i s  s t i l l  f r e s h  in  y o u r m in d s ) 

to  fo rw a rd  y o u r 1 9 6 ) s u b s c r ip t io n ?  A fo rm  i s  a t  th e  f o o t  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  

t o  h e lp  you .

C h a irm a n :-  M r, G .F .M a n le y , 42 H i l ls b o r o u g h  C o u r t ,  London , M .7 .6 ,

***************************
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To th e  M em bership S e c re ta ry ,
c /o  6 3 , M a y f ie ld  A venue, O rp in g to n ,  K e n t.

I  e n c lo s e  my s u b s c r ip t io n  f o r  I9 6 0  a m o un ting  to  1 )/6  ( J u n io r  Members u n d e r 
21 , 6 / - ) ,  to g e th e r  w i t h  a d o n a t io n  to  th e  fu n d s  a m o un tin g  to  £ ; :
I f  J u n io r  M em bership i s  c la im e d , I  c o n f irm  t h a t  I  am u n d e r 21 on 1 J a n u a ry , I9 6 0 .

( Mane) ....................................................... ..................

BLOCK LETTERS, PLEASE! (A d d re s s ) ......................................................................

(D a te )


