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T h i3  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t c o n ta in s  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e "A n n u a l 

0 *  .G enera l M e e tin g , w h ic h  was h e ld  in  London on 23 A p r i l ,  1953, and a ls o  n a t te r s  

o f  in t e r e s t  a r is in g  a t  r e c e n t  C om m ittee  m e e tin g s . A copy  o f  th e  T re a s u r e r 's  

r e p o r t ,  p re s e n te d  a t  th e  A nn u a l G en e ra l M e e tin g , i s  a ls o  in c lu d e d ,

TPS UB--7 COMMITTE E . The new C o m m itte e , e le c te d  a t  th e  A nn u a l G en e ra l 

M e e tin g , i s  now c o n s t i t u t e d  as f o l lo w s

Chairman -  G .P .M a n le y , 4 2 , F i l lo b o r o u g h  C o u r t ,  N .W .0 ,

Pen. T re a s u re r  -  P .E ,P o s tg a te ,  173 P a rn s b u ry  R oad, N .1 ,

M inu tes  S e c re ta r y  -  G „R .H oope r, 124 Oueens R oad, “’•uc lchurs t H i l l ,  E sse x ,

M er.hersh ip  S e c re ta ry  -  E .G .J u d d , 6 0 , M a y f ie ld  A venue, O rp in g to n , K e n t,  *

E d i t o r  o f  th e  Pro g re s s  R e p o rt -  E .G .J u d d , 6 3 , M a y f ie ld  Avenue, O rp in g to n , K e n t,

Cr d in a r  Members -  J . 7 . P a r f i e ld ,  C e n tra l H ouse, F in s b u ry  S qua re , E .C .2 ,
J „? „G ro v e s , 43 S tone P a rk  Avenue, "’ eckenham , K e n t,
J J I a i r ,  6 7 , ^ r c m s f ie ld ,  S tanraore, M id d x ,
John T o n p in g , 13 L in v e r  Road, S .W .6 ,

Co-Opted Mem bers -  D a v id  F reem an, 24 The A venue, L o u g h to n , E ssex , »
Adam Eendon, P a l l i a !  C o lle g e ,  O x fo rd , +
N .J .W a t t ,  T7 a t t 's  P o l l y ,  A rk e s d e n , S a f f ro n  W alden, E sse x . =

*  K .G .Ju dd  i s  c o n t in u in g  as M em bersh ip  S e c re ta ry  f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g ,  b u t  w i l l
have to  hand o v e r in  th e  n e x t  few  m o n th s , s in c e  he has become o b l ig e d  to  h iv e  
c f?  t h i s ,  and c e r t a in  o th e r  c o m m ittm e n ts , f o r  re a so n s  o f  h e a l t h .

*  A'Hci Kendon w i l l  be a b le  to  g iv e  to  3RUPLUK a f f a i r s / i n  th e  com ing 12 m on ths , 
b u t  i t  i s  honed t h a t  he w i l l  a t te n d  Com m ittee m e e tin g s  as and when he is  
a’ l e ,  to  a l l r ?  th e  C om m ittee to  a v a i l  th e m se lve s  o f  h is  a d v ic e .

= The o th e r  c o -o p te d  members w i l l  a t te n d  as and when th e y  a re  a b le ,  and w i l l  
a s s is t  in  the  w o rk  o f  th e  C om m ittee g e n e r a l ly .

NEXT HE XFVIGORATI CM PARTY -  JULY 18 to  PLETCMLEY, "UCKIHGEAM, AND DAI03URY.
WATCH OUT FOR FURTHER, DETAILS.



TRE ANTRILL GENERAL I'TSETING. to o k  p la c e  a t  F r ie n d 's  House, S u s to n  Road,

London., N .T/ C1, a t  7 pin on 23 A p r i l ,  1958,

T h is  y e a r ,  as an e x p e r im e n t,  th e  m e e tin g  was h e ld  on a weekday e v e n in g ; 

th e  a tte n d a n c e  was d is a p p o in t in g ,  a lth o u g h  i t  i s  re c o g n is e d  t h a t  a la rg e  a tte n d a n c e  

canned i )C e x p e c te d  fro m  a N a t io n a l S o c ie ty  such  as o u rs .

The m in u te s  o f  th e  p re v io u s  A nnua l G e n e ra l M e e tin g  were re a d  and s ig n e d , 

and th e re  w ere no m a tte rs  a r i s in g ,

CHAIRMAN'3  REPORT. R e fe r r in g  to  p e r s o n a l i t ie s ,  th e  C ha irm an (M r*

M a n ley ) th a n ke d  H r ,  Judd f o r  h is  w o rk  as M em bership  S e c re ta ry ;  a ls o  r e c o g n i t io n  

was made o f  th e  w o rk  done b y  M r. D a v is  as S e c re ta ry  u n t i l  he wa3 o b l ig e d  to  

move to  th e  N o r th  o f  E n g la n d  f o r  b u s in e s s  re a s o n s , T/e hope to  see h im  

a g a in  in  a bo u t 15 m onths t im e ,  h o w e ve r. A lth o u g h  M r, D a v is  was o b l ig e d  to  

re s ig n  fro m  th e  P o s t o f  S e c re ta ry  and fro m  th e  C o m m ittee , we a re  lo o k in g  

fo rw a rd  to  h is  r e t u r n  in  I9 6 0 ,  M e ss rs , ‘ / r i g h t  and P ln s t t ,  o u r N o r th e a s te rn  

C om m ittee , w ere u n a b le  to  a t te n d  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  & r e p o r t  o f  t h e i r  w o rk  f o r  th e  

p a s t y e a r was r e c e iv e d ,  and p re s e n te d . They r e r o r t  h ea vy  d ie s e l i s a t io n  in  th e  

N o r th e a s te rn  R e g io n  and c o n s e q u e n tly  t r a f f i c  r e c e ip t s  a re  r i s i n g .  T o g e th e r 

w i th  M r, Y a rro w , a n o th e r  o f  o u r a c t iv e  members in  t h a t  a re a , th e y  a re  p re s s in g  

f o r  im proved  s e rv ic e s  on th e  Dari. in g io n -R ic h n o n d  L in e ,  w h ic h  depends on th e  

m i l i t a r y  t r a f f i c  t o  and fro m  C a t to r io k  Camp, I t  was p roposed  t h a t  M e s s rs ,

W r ig h t and J l u e i i  s h o u ld  r e c e iv e  a v o te  o f  th a n k s  fro m  th e  S o c ie ty ,

Cn th e  s u b je c t  o f  c o -o p e ra t io n  w i th  o th e r  S o c ie t ie s ,  th e  Chairm an s ta te d  

t h a t  th e re  was e x c e l le n t  l i a i s o n  be tw een SRU5LUX and th e  R a ilw a y  D eve lopm ent 

A s s o c ia t io n  — i t  was a l l  c o - o r d in a t io n  w ith o u t  d u p l ic a t io n .  In  th e  case o f  th e  

" ra n c h  L in e  S o c ie ty ,  i t  i s  hoped t h a t  th e y  w i l l  socn a p p o in t  a re p la c e m e n t 

o f  t h e i r  d e le g a te  -- M r. - * u rs t  -  who used  to  a t te n d  o u r m e e tin g s . U n fo r tu n a te ly  

M r, H u rs t i s  now in  /7es i - i f r i c a ,  much to  o u r  lo s s .

M e n tio n in g  c e r ta in  th re a te n e d  l i n e s ,  th e  Chairm an s a id  t h a t  th e  d i r e c t  l i n e  

between Decodes and Y arm outh  (S o u th  Town) i s  th re a te n e d  w i t h  c lo s u r e ;  in s te a d  

t r a in s  w i l l  ru n  b y  way o f  L o w e s to f t  ( C e n t r a l)  and G o r le s to n -o n -S e a , T h is  l a t t e r  

l in e  is  now b e in g  b ro u g h t up  to  M ain L in e  S ta n d a rd s , M a jo r  R o s s -L e w in , one o f  

o u r members in  th e  a re a , and who l i v e s  a t  S i ,  C -laves, bne o f  th e  in te r m e d ia te  

s ta t io n s  on th e  d i r e c t  l i n e ,  ha3 been in  to u c h  w i th  u s ,  and w i l l  appear b e fo re  

th e  n e x t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  T ra n s p o r t  U se rs  C o n s u lta t iv e  C o m m itte e .



As re g a rd s  th e  Rugby (M id la n d )  -  L ea m in g ton  Spa L i r e ,  th e  S o c ie ty  h a v e a a ls o  

p u t t h e i r  p o in t  c f  v ie w  b e fo re  th e  r e la t i v e  T ra n s p o r t  U se rs  C o n s u lta t iv e  

C om m ittee , and t h a t  T .U .C .C . i s  b e a r in g  in  n in d  o u r r e p r e s e n ta t io n s .  I t  

s h o u ld  be m e n tio n e d  t h a t  we re c e iv e  c o u r te o u s  t r a t n e n t  f r o n  t h i s  C o n s u lta t iv e

Committee.

The C hairm an th e n  tu rn e d  to  th e  u s u a l m ethods o f  b r in g in g  a b o u t th e  

c lo s u re  to  passe n ge r t r a f f i c  o f  b ra n c h  l in e s  in  w h ic h  th e  R r i t i s h  T ra n s p o r t  

Commission has i t s  k n i f e ;  t h a t  i s  to  s a v , b y  re d u c in g  p asse n ge r s e rv ic e s  

a lm o s t u n o b t r u s iv e ly  and b re a k in g  c o n n e c tio n s  a t  ju n c t io n s  so t h a t  le s s  

passengers use th e  t r a i n s ,  w ith d ra w a l o f  cheap f a r e s ,  and o f  o th e r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

so t h a t  le s s ,  n o t  m ore , p asse n ge rs  use th e  t r a in s ,  and th u s  th e  v ic io u s  c i r c l e  

is  p u t in t o  n o t io n ,  /m o th e r  more s u b t le  m ethod was q u o te d  in  th e  case o f  

th e  ’Vest D ra y to n  — U x b r id g e  (V in e  S t r e e t )  b ra n c h  o f  th e  'V e s te rn  R e g io n , where 

a l l  s ig n s  in  U x b r id g e  show ing  th e  way t o  th e  s t a t io n  had been rem oved, so t h a t  

n o t  o n ly  w o u ld  in te n d in g  passe n ge rs  be u n a b le  to  f i n d  th e  s t a t io n  w ith o u t  

a s k in g , b u t  even i f  th e y  were to  g e t  th e re  th e y  w o u ld  o n ly  w ith , d i f f i c u l t y  

re c o g n is e  th e  b u i ld in g  as b e in g  a r a i lw a y  s t a t io n !  I t  was recommended in  th e  

r e p o r t  t h a t  i f  arty o f  o u r members re a d s  in  th e  p re s s  o f  a p e rso n  o r  body o f  

persons f i g h t i n g  th e  cause o f  any r a i lw a y  l i n e ,  a f t e r  d e te rm in in g  fro m  th e  

Membership S e c re ta ry  t h a t  th e  c o rre s p o n d e n t i s  n o t  a member o f  o u r S o c ie ty ,  

and i f  he is  n o t ,  ask th e  c o rre s p o n d e n t to  become a member. I f  any member 

fe e ls  t h a t  he o r  she w o u ld  l i k e  to  h e lp  th e  S o c ie ty  in  any way th e  M em bership 

^  S e c re ta ry  s h o u ld  be c o n ta c te d . A t  th e  moment th e  in t e r e s t in g  p o s t  o f  G en e ra l 

S e c re ta ry  i s  v a c a n t;  and a member l i v i n g  in  o r  n e a r London w i l l  f i n d  i t  a 

m ost a b s o rb in g  a c t i v i t y .  There  i s  a ls o  th e  p o s t  o f  M em bership S e c re ta ry  w h ic h

w i l l  f a l l  v a c a n t s h o r t l y .  S im i l a r l y ,  i f  any member h e a rs  o f  a l i n e  b e in g

th re a te n e d ,  th e  b e s t  co u rse  o f  a c t io n  is  to  w r i t e  to  th e  C om m ittee  g iv in g  

d e t a i l s ;  th e n  s u b s e q u e n tly  s u g g e s t r e v is e d  and more c o n v e n ie n t t im e ta b le s ,  

o pen ing  o f  now h a l t s  o r  r o s i t i n g  o f  e x is t in g  o nes , and c o n v e rs io n  o f  some 

s ta t io n s  in t o  h a l t s  w henever p o s s ib le .  I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  th e  S o c ie ty  had n o t 

done to o  b a d ly  in  tre e in g  to  p re v e n t c lo s u re  o f  s e v e ra l b ra n c h  l i n e s ,  a lth o u g h  

some have c lo s e d  d e s p ite  o u r b e s t  e f f o r t s .  Two b ra n c h  l in e s  fro m  th e  same 

ju n c t io n  w h ich  were u n d e r th e  "a x e 1' a t  one t in e  were th e  b ra n ch e s  fro m  

FenM e to  C ire n c e s te r  (Town) and T e tb u ry ;  th e s e  l in e s  have now n o t  o n ly  been
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re p r ie v e d ,  b u t  new .h a lts  have been opened on b o th  b ra n c h e s , and a v a s t l y  in p ro v e d  

s e rv ic e  has bean announced, w h ic h  w i l l  cone in t o  e f f e c t  w i t h  th e  summer t i n e t b le  

t h i s  y e a r .  I t  5s im p o r ta n t  to  n o te  t h a t  in  one c a s e , t h a t  o f  th e  e x -M id ia n d  

and G re a t N o r th e rn  J o in t  L in e  w h ic h  c lo s e d  on 20 F e b ru a ry  l a s t ,  we had a t  

le a s t ,  th ro u g h  th e  e x c e l le n t  h a rd  w o rk  o f  one o f  c u r  members, M r, L . J . R o l l ,  

o f  S ta n fo rd ,  L in c o ln s h ir e ,b r o u g h t  hone to  th e  B r i t i s h  T ra n s p o r t  Com m ission a t  

M in is t e r ia l  and P a r l ia m e n ta ry  le v e l  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e re  _is. a b ra n c h  l i n e  p ro b le m , 

and th a t  th e re  i s  in c r e a s in g  f e e l i n g  in  th e  c o u n try  on th e  s u b je c t .

C e r ta in  e x t r a c t s  w ere th e n  re a d  fro m  th e  B r i t i s h  T ra n s p o r t  C o m m iss io n 's  

case on th e  Lewes -  Ma31 G r in s te a d  ( " B lu e b e l l " )  L in e ,  to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  n o th in g  

had been s e t  a s id e  f o r  th e  s in k in g  fu n d  -  in  f a c t  th e re  was no such t h in g !  

v/hen o u r C om m ittee  c a l le d  f o r  f ig u r e s  to  p r^ v e  th e  B .T .C . 's  c a lc u la t io n s ,  none 

c o u ld  be p ro du ce d  in  s u p p o r t .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  g o in g  on to  th e  n a t t e r  o f  c o s ts ,  

in  ru n n in g  a b ra n c h  l i n e  i t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  n o te  t h a t  v/hen an e n g in e  o f  a 

p a r t i c u la r  b ra n c h  l i n e  w o rks  on a n o th e r  ?■ in e  th e  t o t a l  c o s t  i s  d e b ite d  to  th e  

" p a re n t"  b ra n c h . I t  i s  r a t h e r  more th a n  c o in c id e n c e  t h a t  th e  p a re n t  b ra n c h  

a lm o s t in v a r ia b l y  appears  to  be l i n e  t h a t  th e  Com m ission d e s ire  to  c lo s e .

A n o th e r s im i la r  exam ple i s  t h a t  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  a p asse n ge r t i c k e t  is s u e d  on a 

b ra n ch  i s  re g a rd e d  a t b e in g  re ve nu e  o f  t h a t  b ra n c h  o n ly  in  re s p e c t  o f  t h a t  p a r t  

o f  th e  jo u rn e y  w h ic h  l i e s  on th e  b ra n c h , y e t  a s im i la r  jo u rn e y

in  th e  re v e rs e  d i r e c t io n  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  n o t  c o n s id e re d  to  in c lu d e  any 

b ra n ch  l in o  e le m e n t in  th e  fa r e  w h a ts o e v e r ! Because o f  th e  S o c ie t y 's  

o u t lo o k  and w o rk  on branch. I in e 3 s i t  £e o f te n  accused o f  b e in g  u n r e a l i s t i c  

and o f  l i v i n g  in  th e  p a s t ,  b u t  in  f a c t  i t  has a g re a t  p a r t  to  p la y  and a 

g re a t  hope f o r  th e  f u t u r e .  S t r i k in g  a c h e e r fu l  n o te ,  th e  C hairm an m e n tio n e d  

t h a t  a b ra n c h  l i n e  was b e in g  c o n s t ru c te d  o f f  th e  N o r th  K e n t M ain  L in e  to  

M a n s ion , and on th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  E n g l is h  C h a nn e l, to  Le T o u q u e t, F o r 

t h i s  h e a r te n in g  c o -o p e ra t io n  be tw een  a irw a y s  and r a i lw a y s  we m ust th a n k  

S i l v e r  C i t y  A irw a y s ,

In  re sp on se  to  c e r t a in  q u e s t io n s  re g a rd in g  th e  p r iv a te  ru n n in g  o f  

l in e s  o f  s ta n d a rd  gauge b y  P re s e r v a t io n  S o c ie t ie s  — th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  Lewes — 

E a s t G r in s te a d  R a ilw a y  P re s e r v a t io n  S o c ie ty  was e v id e n t ly  m a in ly  in  th e  members 

m inds -  M r, Judd r e p l ie d  on b e h a lf  o f  th e  C ha irm an and re m in d ed  a l l  p re s e n t 

t h a t  we a re  p r im a r i l y  a p re s s u re  g ro u p , a p o s i t io n  w h ic h  had been d e te rm in e d



b y  p re v io u s  A nnua l G en e ra l M e e tin g s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty ,  As re g a rd s  th e  Lewes -  

E a s t S r in s te a d  (Low L e v e l)  L in e ,  th e re  i s  n o t  much d e t e r io r a t io n  a t  p re s e n t ;  

i t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  th e  P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty  a re  e n d e a v o u rin g  to  r a is e  money 

in  e v e ry  w ay, and gangs w i l l  be fo rm ed  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  d e p a rtm e n ts  in  th e  

ru n n in g  o f th e  l i n e .  Our S o c ie ty  i s  n o t  co nce rn e d  w i t h  th e  c o n s id e ra b le  p h y s ic a l 

w ork n e ce s s a ry  f o r  th e  p r iv a t e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  l i n e ;  in  th e  o p in io n  o f  SRUELUK 

i t  is  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  P re s e r v a t io n  S o c ie ty  w i l l  o b ta in  ru n n in g  pow ers o v e r 

th e  T u nb ridg e  W e lls  W est -  U c k f ie ld  -  P r ig h to n  l i n e  be tw een  C u lv e r  J u n c t io n  and 

Lewes, and i t  w o u ld  be e x tre m e ly  e x p e n s iv e  to  c o n s t r u c t  th e  e x t r a  t r a c k  in t o  

Lewes ove r m a rs h la n d . There  a re  no p la t fo rm s  o r  s t a t io n  a t  C u lv e r  J u n c t io n ,  

and in  any case th e  p o p u la t io n  in  t h a t  p a r t i c u la r  a re a  i s  to o  sp a rse  to  

w a rra n t such a p r o je c t .  Some y e a rs  ago SRUBLUK exam ined th e  q u e s t io n  o f  

in d ependen t o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  K e n t and L a s t  Sussex L in e  be tw een  P eadcorn  and 

R o b e r ts b r id g e , and a lth o u g h  t?*;e K e n t and E a s t Sussex had i t s  own p la t fo r m  a t  

E eadcorn , and w o u ld  n o t  have in v o lv e d  ru n n in g  o f  th e  b ra n c h  t r a i n  on B .T .C .-u s e d  

m e ta ls  a t  E e a d co rn , th e  R .T .C . w o u ld  n o t  e n t e r t a in  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  ru n n in g  

powers in  T e " te rd e n  S ta t io n ,  a d is ta n c e  o f  1 •) > y a rd s  o r  le s s ,  and any S o c ie ty  

ta k in g  o ve r t h a t  l i n e  w o u ld  have had to  b u i ld  t h e i r  own s t a t io n  a t  T e n te rd e n ,

In  such c a s e s , SRUELUK a pp ro ve s  o f  th e  S o c ie t ie s  c o n c e rn e d , o u r members 

are  f r e e  to  j o i n ,  b u t  on th e  f i n a n c ia l  is s u e ,  we have more p re s s in g  demands.

We w i l l  g iv e  p u b l i c i t y  to  such, v e n tu re s ,  and t r u s t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be r e c ip r o c a te d .

As th e  l i n e  betw een S ou th  C roydon and S e ls d c n , and betw een S a n d e rs te a d , E a s t 

^ G r in s t e a d ,  and P arsed  Keynes w i l l  be e l e c t r i f i e d  p ro b a b ly  a b o u t 1582, i t  w i l l  

mean t h a t  th e  s e c t io n  be tw een  S t ,  M a rg a re t 's  J u n c t io n ,  E a s t G r in s te a d  ( lo w  L e v e l)  

and H o rs te a d  Keynes w i l l  be r e —opened to  p asse n ge r t r a f f i c  a t  t h a t  t im e .  In  

any ca se , t h i s  ro u te  betw een S t .  M a rg a re t 's  J u n c t io n  and W ors ted  Keynes is  

s t i l l  b e in g  f u l l y  m a in ta in e d ,  and has o c c a s io n a l s p e c ia l  th ro u g h  t r a f f i c ,  such 

as .Race and R a m b le rs ' S p e c ia ls .  C o n s e q u e n tly , i t  i s  e x tre m e ly  u n l i k e l y ,  in  

v ie w  o f  th e  T e n te rd e n  p re c e d e n t m e n tio n e d  above , t h a t  ru n n in g  pow ers w i l l  be 

o b ta in e d  o v e r t h i s  s e c t io n .  As re g a rd s  goods t r a f f i c ,  goods t r a in s  have to  

ru n  th ro u g h  E a s t G r in s te a d  (Low L e v e l)  in  o rd e r  to  re a c h  th e  y a rd ,  so th e  

T e n te rd e n  p re c e d e n t w o u ld  a n n ly  a g a in .  O th e r l in e s  in  th e  uast G r in s te a d  a re a  

earm arked f o r  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  a re  T hree  b r id g e s  to  E a s t G r in s te a d ,  H u rs t  Green 

F a i t  to  A s h u rs t J u n c t io n ,  and E a 3 t G r in s te a d  to  T u n b rid g e  ' f e l l s  M o s t. T h is  

w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be l a t e r  th a n  1962,

SRURLUK PROGRESS REPORT MAY/JUUS 1 ° 5 9 , PAGE 5 .
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THE!AgTJRHR*S REPORT. The T re a s u re r  th e n  p re s e n te d  h is  r e p o r t ,  a co py  o f  

w h ich  ( in c lu d in g  th e  a c co u n ts  f o r  1958) i s  e n c lo s e d . He re n a rk e d  t h a t  th e  

a cco u n ts  now p re s e n te d  an e n c o u ra g in g  p ic t u r e  -  so d i f f e r e n t  to  th e  s i t u a t io n  

r u l in g  a y e a r o r  tw o ago . I t  was n o t  now a q u e s t io n  o f  n o t  to  spend , h u t  o f  

how to  spend , to  ensu re  t h a t  th e  fu n d s  wore used  to  th e  b e s t  e f f e c t .  The 

c h ie f  cause o f  o u r good f i n a n c ia l  h e a l t h ,  th e  T re a s u re r  w en t on , was expenses 

in c u r re d  b y  C o n n it te e  and C o-O pted re n b e rs ,  f o r  w h ic h  such n e n b e rs  d id  n o t  

make a c la in  on th e  T re a s u re r ,  In  r e p ly  to  a q u e ry  on th e  amount o f  bank 

c h a rg e s , th e  T re a s u re r  s ta te d  t h a t  he c o n s id e re d  th e  amount re a s o n a b le  in  

v ie w  o f  th e  num ber o f  d e b its  and c r e d i t s  in v o lv e d ,  and ta k in g  in t o  a c c o u n t th e  

average  b a la n c e  h e ld  o v e r th e  y e a r .  The S o c ie ty  a ls o  p a id  th e  fa r e s  o f  th e  

jo u rn e y  to  London f r o n  S u n d e rla n d  o f  th e  two members o f  o u r N o r th  E a s te rn  

C o n n itte e  -  M e s s rs , " / r ig h t  and H lu e t t ,  S ta t io n e r y  and P r in t in g  d id  n o t  appear 

in  th e s e  a cco u n ts  because a lth o u g h  s t a t io n e r y  was o rd e re d  and re c e iv e d  d u r in g  

1958, th e  in v o ic e  was n o t  re c e iv e d  u n t i l  1959,

The a d o p tio n  o f  th e  a c co u n ts  was moved b y  M r, Judd  and seconded b y  

M r, H a ir ,  and c a r r ie d  u n a n im o u s ly ,

iQHoERSH ir  SECrM?AH.v  18 REPORT. A y e a r  ago th e  f a l l  in  m em bership  was 

due la r g e ly  to  r e s ig n a t io n s  o f  lukew arm  o r  c o m p la in in g  n e n b e rs , ’Then th e  

s u b s c r ip t io n  was in c re a s e d  to  te n  s h i l l i n g s  and s ix p e n c e  th e  members who 

re s ig n e d  -  o r  d id  n o t  renew  -  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  one a c t iv e  o r  e n th u s ia s t ic  

member, b u t  r a th e r  th o s e  r e t i r i n g  o r  th o s e  n o t  so ke e n , D u r in g  th e  p a s t  

y e a r th e re  has been a s te a d y  t r i c k l e  o f  new m embers, o f  whom, u n e x p e c te d ly ,  

s ix  a re  fro m  P o r tu g a l ,  where we now have enough members to  fo rm  a R e g io n a l 

C o n n it te e !  T h is  has o f f s e t  th e  num ber o f  r e s ig n a t io n s .  Some n o n -re n e w a ls  

a p n e a r, as in  p re v io u s  y e a rs ,  to  c o n s is t  o f  p e o p le  who have e i t h e r  f o r g o t te n  

to  do s o , o r  who have lo 3 t  th e  M em bership  S e c r e ta r y 's  a d d re s s . O n ly  38 

nenbe rs  have so f a r  n o t  renewed t h i s  y e a r ,  as opposed to  75 l a s t  y e a r ,  and 

th e re  have been no n a s ty  l e t t e r s ,  o r  any cases  o f  members c o m p la in in g  t h a t  

th e y  had re c e iv e d  no acknow ledgem ent f o r  t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t io n .

We a3k a l l  members who a re  a b le  to  do s o , to  h e lp  in  c o rre s p o n d e n c e , 

f o r  th e re  is  :iu ch  in t e r e s t in g  w o rk  to  be done . I t  i s  a ls o  f e l t  t h a t  th e  

members' c i r c u la r s  s h o u ld  be s h o r te r  and more f r e q u e n t ly  is s u e d , sa y  e v e ry



tw o /th re e  n o n th s  in  s u m e r  and o n e /tw o  n o n th s  in  w in t e r ,  d e p e n d in g  on th e  amount 

o f  news a v a i la b le ,  (T h is  c i r c u la r  i s  lo g g e r  th a n  a v e ra g e , o f  c o u rs e ,

because o f  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  A nnua l G e n e ra l M e e tin g , w h ic h  i t  i s  f e l t  s h o u ld  

be c o n n u n ic a te d  to  n e n b e rs  in  f a i r  d e t a i l ) .

The Chairm an th e n  in te r p o s e d  to  re a d  o u t a l e t t e r  f r o n  H r .  F a lc h ik o v  

to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  as he was g o in g  to  U n iv e r s i t y  he w o u ld  be u n a b le  to  a c c e p t 

th e  p o s t o f  G en e ra l S e c re ta ry  „ as he ?iad h oped , b u t  w o u ld  c a r r y  o u t co rre sp on d en ce  

re g a rd in g  ra i lw a y s  in  th e  O x fo rd  x ire a .

The M em bership S e c r e ta ry  th e n  c o n t in u e d  b y  s a y in g  t h a t  M r, D a v is  o u r 

'fo rm e r S e c re ta ry  who is  nuch  n is s e d ,  had l e f t  London f o r  tw o n in e -n o th s  

se s s io n s  on co u rse s  in  th e  M orth. o f  E n g la n d , and th e n ,  when b a ck  in  London, 

w ou ld  be on in te n s iv e  t r a in in g ;  b u t  w o u ld  be a v a i la b le  f o r  C o n n it te e  w o rk ,

M r. H u rs t ,  th e  fo rm e r S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  B ra nch  L in e s  S o c ie ty ,  a n in e  o f  

in fo rm a t io n  on many d i f f e r e n t  r a i lw a y  s u b je c ts ,  was in  th e  o p in io n  o f  t h i s  

S o c ie ty  i r r e p la c a b le ;  so f a r ,  th e  B ra n ch  L in e s  S o c ie ty  had n o t  a p p o in te d  a s u c c e s s o r 

to  a c t  as a d e le g a te  to  a t te n d  o u r C o n n it te e  M e e tin g s . A lth o u g h  in  A c c ra , he 

i s  s t i l l  h o p in g  to  a rra n g e  b ra n c h  l i n e  t r i p s  in  U .E . f r o n  t h a t  f a r  va n ta g e  p o in t ,  

and we lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  h is  r e t u r n  i n  due c o u rs e , A v o te  o f  th a n k s  was 

re c o rd e d  in  re s p e c t  o f  M r, B u r s t 's  a s s is ta n c e  in  th e  p a s t .

H r .  Judd a d v is e d  th e  m e e tin g  t h a t  he had been M em bership  S e c re ta ry

s in c e  t v e b e g in n in g  o f  105 fi, and w o u ld  o n ly  be a b le  to  do t h i s  and a c t  as a 

^^n e n b e r o f  th e  C om m ittee f o r  a few  n o n th s  m ore ; he ca n , h ow eve r, c o n t in u e  w i th  

th e  jo b  o f  e d i t i n g  th e  P ro g re s s  H e p o r ts .

H r , H oope r, th e  M in u te s  S e c r e ta ry , asked f o r  h is  co rre sp o n d e n ce  d u t ie s  

to  be t r a n s fe r r e d  to  o th e r  C o n n it te e  members ow ing  to  in te n s iv e  m u s ic a l 

a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  can no lo n g e r  be ig n o re d ,  b u t  he a g ree d  to  c o n t in u e  as 

M in u te s  S e c re ta ry ,

The s u b je c t  o f  th e  " B lu e b e l l "  l i n e  was a g a in  b ro a c h e d , t h i s  t in e  w ith  

th e  o b s e rv a t io n  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  f a r  f r o n  a m a jo r  c i t y ,  and a ls o  B r ig h to n  and 

Hove w h ich  i s  a c o n u rb a t io n  o f  c o n s id e ra b le  s iz e ;  and t h a t  th e re  i s  good re a so n  

f o r  i t 3  r e in v ig o r a t io n ,  even u n d e r p r iv a t e  e n te r p r is e .  3HUBLUK u n d e rs ta n d s  

t h a t  n o t  many s u b s c r ip t io n s  have y e t  been re c e iv e d  b y  th e  P re s e r v a t io n  S o c ie ty ,  

w h ich  s u p p o rts  o u r f e e l in g  t h a t  SBIPLUK's e x is t in g  s ta n d  i n  such  n a t t e r s  w ou ld
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appear to  be th e  c o r r e c t  one .

Mr a D .Freem an th e n  asked i f  th e  s u b s c r ip t io n  n ig h t  be lo w e re d . The 

M em bership S e c re ta ry  r e p l ie d *  s t a t in g  t h a t  s in c e  th e  s u b s c r ip t io n  had been 

in c re a s e d , th e  d o n a tio n s  t h a t  n a n y  n e rib e rs  send w i t h  t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t io n  have

in c re a s e d  to o ,  and th e re  seens to  be a g e n e ra l f e e l in g  t h a t  a s u b s c r ip t io n  o f  

h a l f  a g u in e a  was n re  in d ic a t iv e  o f  a s o c ie t y  w h ic h  means b u s in e s s  th a n  a 

s o c ie ty  w i t h  a c u b s c r in t io n  o f  o n ly  5 /—, Members s h o u ld  in  t h i s  c o n n e c tio n

compare c u r  s u b s c r ip t io n  w i t h ,  s a y , th e  " b lu e b e l l "  L in e  P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty  

where th e  s u b s c r ip t io n  is  a g u in e a . I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  i f  th e  s u b s c r ip t io n  were 

d e c re a se d , a c t i v i t i e s  w o u ld  go th e  sane w ay, and we w o u ld  lo s e  members.

ELBO^IOb Or h-b? hOMMn'TBE FCR THE COMING- YEAR. Members o f  th e  C om m ittee 

were e le c te d  as shewn on th e  f i r s t  page o f  t h i s  c i r c u la r ;  th e  a p p o rt io n m e n t o f  

o f f ic e s  to  be s e r r ie d  o u t a t  th e  n e x t  C om m ittee  m e e tin g , in  accordance  w i t h  

norm a l p r a c t i c e .

AMY Ob f'-D Bh3.rffB S 3 . M r. Freeman e n q u ire d  a b o u t th e  m e e tin g  on 12 

A p r i l  1959 h e ld  b y  the  H a llw a y  C o n v e rs io n  League . The Chairm an r e n l ie d  t h a t  

i t  was w e l l  a t te n d e d ,  and 120 p e rso n s  w ere  p re s e n t  in  C axton  H a l l .  I t  

p ro v id e d  a l i v e l y  le b a te  in  w h ic h  b r ig a d ie r  L lo y d  fe a tu r e d .  The R a ilw a y  

D eve lopm ent A s s o c ia t io n  d id  w e l l  in  th e  p e rs o n  o f  a M r. D haw l, a b a r r i s t e r ,  

who p u t up an e x c e l le n t  c a s e . The a rgum en ts  p u t  fo rw a rd  b y  B r ig a d ie r  L loyd , 

were n e i th e r  c o n v in c in g  n o r  im p re s s iv e .  U n f o r t u la t e l y  th e  m e e tin g  was

somewhat m a rre d  b y  c e r t a in  r a i lw a y  s u p p o r te rs  who e xp re sse d  t h e i r  f e e l in g s  to o  

o p e n ly .  On th e  same s u b je c t ,  i t  i3  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  th e re  i s  s h o r t l y  t o  be 

a t e le v i s io n  fe a tu r e  be tw een  a j o u r n a l i s t  and b r ig a d ie r  L lo y d .  In  t h i s  

m e e tin g , th e  B r ig a d ie r ,  a s s is te d  b y  an e x - ra ilw a y n a n  fro m  D o n c a s te r , spoke 

o f  h a v in g  s p e c ia l  t y r e s  on v e h ic le s  engaged in  m ov ing  h e a vy  goods and 

passenge r t r a f f i c .  vVhen q u e s t io n e d  a b o u t c o n c o m ita n t dangers  o f  ro a d  speeds 

and c o n g e s t io n ,  th e y  were e v a s iv e ,  Ric’ e r3  were p u t  a t  o u r  m e e tin g  b y  

one o r two p e o p le  p re s e n t  t h a t  th e  la t e  l i k e  H aw thorn  n e t  h is  d e a th  on th e  

ro a d  th ro u g h  e x c e s s iv e  sp e e d in g  on a m o is t  s u r fa c e ;  and t h a t  on many German 

autobahnen ro u n d a b o u ts  have been , o r a re  b e in g ,  c o n s t ru c te d  in  c r i e r  to  

reduce  th e  spped o f  v e h ic le s ,  and th e re b y  re d u ce  th e  d e a th  r o l l  -  w i t h  good 

e f f e c t ,  ’Vhich a l l  goes to  p ro ve  t h a t  00 n %p ,h .  i s  s a fe  on a r a i lw a y ,  and

n o t  on a ro a d



I t  was an rounced  t h a t  th e  n e x t  r e i r v i g o r a t i o n  p a r ty  was to  ta k e  p la c e  

on S a tu rd a y  18 J u ly ,  1959; t h a t  i t  w o u ld  s t a r t  f r o n  London , p ic k in g  up 

nenbers  en r o u te ,  f o r  th e  ro u te  P le tc h le y  -  B uck ingham  -  b a n b u ry „ A l l

members a re  re q u e s te d  to  keep t h i s  d a te  f r e e ;  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  w i l l  f o l lo w  

la t e r .
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T h a t, th e n ,  i s  th e  r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  y e a r 's  A nn u a l G e n e ra l M e e tin g , I t  

has made a r a th e r  lo n g e r  c i r c u la r  th a n  u s u a l,  b u t  i t  i s  hoped t h a t  i t  has 

p u t absen t members f u l l y  in  th e  p ic t u r e ,  so t h a t  th e y  can see t h a t  3RUDLUK 

has been q u i te  b u s y  d u r in g  th e  p a c t  y e a r .  As re g a rd s  n a t t e r s  r a is e d  a t  

re c e n t Com m ittee m e e tin g s  l i k e l y  to  be o f  g e n e ra l i n t e r e s t ,  th e  f o l lo w in g  

b r i e f  n o te s  w i l l ,  I  t h in k ,  show t h a t  a c t i v i t y  i s  s t i l l  c o n t in u in g : -  

Chelter.ham and A n d o v e r, I t  appears  t h a t  th e re  i s  no hope o f  th e  C le lte n h a m  

end o f  t h ig  ro u te  b e in g  r e s to r e d  to  th e  Lansdown s t a t io n ;  and th e r e fo r e  

th e  th ro u g h  c o n n e c tio n s  to  th e  n o r th  fro m  A nd o ve r and S outham pton appear to  have 

been p e r? ia n e n ily  s e v e re d . T h e res  seems to  be l i t t l e  now t h a t  th e  

S o c ie ty  can do , much as we d e p lo re  th e  b re a k in g  o f  t h i s  th ro u g h  r o u te ,  

R e in v ig o r a t ic n  Pa r t y ,  A f t e r  c o n s id e r in g  th e  c la im s  o f  v a r io u s  l in e s  as 

th e  venue o f  o u r n e x t  R e in v ig o r a t io n  P a r ty ,  i t  was d e c id e d  to  make i t  on 

th e  B anbury  l i n e ,  as announced a bo ve . I t  was f e l t  t h a t  th e  o th e r  m ain 

c o n te n d e r -  Kemble to  C ir e n c e s te r  Town -  c o u ld  now be l e f t  s in c e  W estern  R eg ion  

was now r e in v ig o r a t in g  t h i s  b ra n c h  o f f i c i a l l y ,  w i t h  e f f e c t  fro m  15 June ,

"Beware o f  th e  P la n " ,  I t  was announced t h a t  t h i s  m a n ife s to  had been 

r e - d r a f t e d  b y  V t 0 Kendon, and was passed as e x p re s s in g  c u r r e n t  SRUBLUK 

p o l ic y ;  in s t r u c t io n s  were g iv e n  f o r  i t  to  be p la c e d  in  th e  hands o f  th e  

p r in t e r s ,  and f o r  i t  to  be g iv e n  a somewhat more a t t r a c t i v e  fo r m a t .  I t  

is  hoped t h a t  c o p ie s  w i l l  be a v a i la b le  to  be s e n t to  members w i t h  th e  n e x t  

P ro g re s s  R e p o r t ,
O f f i c e r s , R e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  w ere  a l l o t t e d  am ongst members o f  th e  C om m ittee 

as g iv e n  on page * o f  t h i s  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t ,

S ou th  Devon R a ilw a y  P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty , M r, H a ir  gave d e t a i l s  o f  a new
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P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty  ■for th e  N ew ton A b b o t -  M o re to n h a n p s te a d , and E e a th f ie ld  —

E x e te r  Sc, Thertos B ra n c h e s , and o u r  member who s u p p lie d  t h i s  news su g g e s te d  t h a t  

t h i s  new S o c ie ty  be o f f e r e d  c o rp o ra te  m em be rsh ip . The C ha irm an s a id  t h a t  to  

g ra n t  t h i s  ie q u e s t  w o u ld  ru n  c o u n te r  t o  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  r u l i n g  w h ic h  was 

c o n r irm e d  a t  th e  A nnua l G e n e ra l M e e tin g s  a lth o u g h  th e  Eon, T re a s u re r  s ta te d  

th a t  th e re  s h o u ld  be no o b je c t io n  to " tw o -w a y  w o rk in g "  as re g a rd s  th e  s e n d in g  

o f  jo u r n a ls  and new? s h e e ts .  I n  v ie w  o f  th e  in t e r e s t  r e c e n t ly  shown in  t h i s  

s u b je c t .  I t  was p ro p o se d  b y  th e  M em bership  S e c r e ta ry ,  and seconded b y  N r ,

H o o n^r, +h r i  -

" I n  v ie w  o f  .he o p in io n s  e x p re s s e d  a t  th e  l a s t  A nnua l G e n e ra l M e e tin g , and in  

■ o rre s t'o nd o nce  o v e r +he l a s t  12 m onths re g a r d in g  c lo s e r  c o -o p e ra t io n  betw een 

c e r ta in  r a i lw a y  p r e s e r v a t io n  s o c ie t ie s  a n l S’d P .lb h , w i t h  a v ie w  to  m u tu a l 

co -o no vt'Vt ’  on , ttu* Corrmi t  te e  i s  r e —eva: i ln in o - th e  p o s i t i o n  th a t  SEUELUK s h o u ld

ta k e  up in  t h i s is  n rcoor-e  1 o c c o r d in g ly  to  seek t he f u r t h e r  v ie w s

o f  th e  m em bersh ip  in  runs  n a t t e r  b y  p u b l i c i t y  in  a c i r c u la r ; a n d  to  a d v is e  th e  

m em bership th e  o u t cone th e r e o f  in  due co u rse  „ !i

b 'ouM  y o u , t h e r e f o r e „ p le a s e  r e tu r n  th e  te a r  o f f  b e lo w , g iv in g  y o u r  v ie w s ; 

and i f  you w ant to  expand them , p la a c t  r e tu r n  th e  t e a r - o f f  w i t h  a s h o r t  l e t t e r  

f o r  th e  in fo r m a t io n  o f th e  O o rx t it te e .

The tfc ra c  c o u rs e s  open sup-ear a t  th e  moment to  be — (a )  No change in  

SIKJBLTTF*s p re s e n t p o s i t i o n  in  th e  n a t te r ?  (b )  C o -o p e ra t io n ,  and th e  exchange 

o f  in fo r m a t io n ,  nows s h o r t 3 , and - ro a v e ? ?  r e p o r t s ,  on a m u tu a l ’ 'a s is ?  and 

(c )  SH1/7LUK ta k in g  o u t a c e i-p o ra te  m em bersh ip  w i t h  the  a p p ro p r ia te  s o c ie t ie s ,  **  

on a r e c ip r o c a l  b a s is .

PLEASE « .V  YOUR TEAR OF77 TCGETUER R ITE  A’ TY ADDITIONAL VIETS YOU HAVE,

TO TEE CPAIIMIAN 30 TEAT IT  ARRIVES NOT LATAft TITAN -

Mi " T d  NEXT,

SKUNLUK. R-EIj *9IE ■:h l i r Ic y' S» }vn f\* ,3  bl~ " CT,
To be re tu rn e d  to  the  C h a irm a n , G .7 , H a n le y , E s q . ,  42 H i l ls b o r o u g h  C o u r t ,  London, 
N .W .6 , n o t  I n t e r  th a n  15 dune, 1959,

i  an in  fa v o u r  o f  -  (a )  No ch a rge  in  e x is t in g  p r a c t ic e .
(p le a s e  d e le te  two o u t f b /  C o -o p e ra t io n ,  and exchange o f  in fo r m a t io n ,

o f  th e  "th ree  a l t e r n a t i v e s ) ( c )  F u l l  r e c ip r o c a l  c o rp o ra te  m em bership  on b o th  s id e s .

Name ( IN  ELCCE CAPITALS) o f  member ___________________________ ____________________


