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THE NEW LOOK FOR SHRUBLUK PROGRESS REPORTSi

S ta r t in g  w ith  t h is  is s u e , i t  is  proposed to  p u b lis h  P rogress  R eports more 
f re q u e n t ly ,  in c o rp o ra t in g  n o t o n ly  d e ta i ls  o f  SRUBLUK fu n c t io n s  and news o f  ou r 
p ro g ress  as h i t h e r t o ,  b u t  a ls o  d e ta i ls  o f  m a tte rs  th a t  have been d e a lt  w i th  by 
y o u r Com m ittee, so th a t  members w i l l  be a b le ' to  f e e l  th a t  th e y  a re , to o , p a r t  
and p a rc e l o f  the  c e n t ra l o rg a n is a tio n ,. I t  i s  an u n fo r tu n a te  f a c t  th a t  w ith  
few  -  a v e ry  few  -  e x c e p tio n s , v e ry  few  members take  an a c t iv e  p a r t  in  the  work 
o f  the  S o c ie ty  and th a t  o u r in f lu e n c e  is  .a c c o r d in g ly . r e s t r ic te d  to  the  amount o f 
tim e  th a t  members o f  the  Committee can g iv e  to  SRUBLUK a f f a i r s .

Th is  is s u e , to o , w i l l  be th e  fo re ru n n e r  o f  more f re q u e n t  p ro g re ss  r e p o r ts ,  
and i t  is  p roposed to  is s u e  them e v e ry  th re e  months -  in  between re g u la r  is s u e s , 
supp lem entary  is su e s  w i l l  be made when n ece ssa ry .

S ta r t in g  w ith  th e  n e x t is s u e , th e  appearance o f  the  p ro g re s s  re p o r ts  w i l l  be 
improved as a p r in te d  hea d in g  w i l l  be used . Long c o n s id e ra t io n  was g iv e n  to  the  
q u e s tio n  o f  th e  f e a s a b i l i t y  o f  h a v in g  the  p ro g re s s  re p o r ts  p r in te d  r a th e r  than  
d u p lic a te d , b u t th e  Committee f e l t  th a t  th e  members w ou ld  p r e fe r  more f re q u e n t  
re p o r ts  r a th e r  than  more e le g a n t ly  p roduced  re p o r ts  a t  lo n g e r  in t e r v a ls .  I t  is  
hoped th a t  these  two changes in  the  P rogress  R e p o rt w i l l  meet w i th  the  a p p ro va l 
o f the  m a jo r i t y  o f  members.

SECRETARY'S NOTES?

One o f  th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  q u e s tio n s  f o r  a member o f SRUBLUK to  answer is  
"What .has y o u r S o c ie ty  a c tu a l ly  a ch ieve d ? " The reason  f o r  t h is  d i f f i c u l t y  
l ie s  n o t in  any la c k  o f  ach ievem ent b u t  in  the  f a c t  th a t  any course  o f  a c t io n  
advocated by SRUBLUK and w h ich  has been u n d e rta k e n  by the  a u th o r i t ie s  i s  r a r e ly  
acknowledged by th e  A u th o r i t ie s  as b e in g  due to  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  SRUBLUK o r  any 
o th e r  p re s s u re  g ro u p . The A u th o r i t ie s  can a lw ays argue (and  who can d is p ro v e  
i t )  th a t  th e y  w ou ld  have taken  such a course  anyway. F o r these  reasons the  
fa c ts  th a t  I  g iv e  b e low  cannot be connected  o f f i c i a l l y .  However, members a re  
f re e  to  draw t h e i r  own c o n c lu s io n s .

1. E a r l ie r  t h is  y e a r SRUBLUK suggested  to  B .R . th a t  th e re  appeared to  be a 
need f o r  a c e r ta in  number o f  u n s ta f fe d  h a l ts  on th e  C r ie f f  B ranch ,
S c o t t is h  R eg ion .

2 . A c e r ta in  number o f  u n s ta f fe d  h a l ts  have been p ro v id e d  r e c e n t ly  on the  
C r ie f f  B ranch , S c o t t is h  R eg ion .

3. E a r ly  in  1956, i t  appeared th a t  th e  West D ra y to n  to  U x b r id g e , W estern 
R egion, was u nd e r c o n s id e ra t io n  f o r  c lo s u re  to  passenge r t r a f f i c .  A l l  
p u b l i c i t y ,  cheap day f a c i l i t i e s ,  e t c . ,  a l lu d in g  to  the  b ra n ch  has been 
w i thd ra w n .

4. In  c o -o p e ra t io n  w ith  the  lo c a l  C o u n c il,  SRUBLUK began a p ress  and p o s te r  
campaign in  the  a rea .

5. L as t m onth, a lo c a l  nev/spaper in  the  a rea  was in fo rm e d  by B .R . th a t  i t  was 
n o t p roposed to  w ith d ra w  passenge r s e rv ic e s  on th e  West D ray ton  to  U xb rid g e  
B ranch, V lestern R eg ion.

Perhaps the  fo re g p in g  w i l l  g iv e  members some id e a  o f  how to  answer That 
Q ue s tio n .

A new P o l ic y  S ta tem ent is  b e in g  p re p a re d , and w i l l  be s e n t o u t to  a l l  
members in  due co u rse . I t  i s  f e l t  th a t  much o f  the  c o n te n ts  o f  the  p re s e n t 
S tatem ent re q u ire  r e v is io n  in  v ie w  o f  th e  passage o f  t im e , and the  new one 
sh o u ld  p re s e n t some in t e r e s t in g  changes. The p re s e n t P o l ic y  S ta te m e n t, f o r  
in s ta n c e  c o n ta in s  re fe re n c e  to  th e  p e o v is io n  o f  l i g h t  w e ig h t r a i l  c a rs ; the  
B .T .C . a re  now o n ly  ju s t  b e g in n in g  to  p ro v id e  such v e h ic le s  on r u r a l  b ra nch e s .



A copy o f  the  c u r re n t  P o l ic y  S ta tem ent is  enclosed? any member who w ishes 
to  do so , i s  encouraged to  send to  th e  S e c re ta ry  d e ta i ls  o f  any amendments th a t  
he would w ish  to  see embodied in  the  new is s u e , and any such su g g e s tio n s  w i l l  
be embodied in  the  new S ta tem ent i f  p r a c t ic a b le .

The C hris tm as Cards t h is  y e a r ,  o f  w h ich  more d e ta i ls  appear e lsew he re , 
convey a happy (pe rhaps unhappy w ou ld  be more a c c u ra te )  n o te  o f  t o p i c a l i t y  
d e p ic t in g  as th e y  do an M & G N steam m o to r r a i l c a r .  A t th e  moment o f  w r i t i n g ,  
the  Committee has n o t a c q u ire d  enough d a ta  to  d ec ide  w h e th e r o r  n o t th e  c lo s in g  
o f  the  M & G N s h o u ld  be opposed, b u t i t  appears th a t  th e  o r ig in a l  sweeping 
programme has been amended somewhat. We s h a l l  see . . . . . . .

* * * * * *

TRANSACTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE OF GENERAL INTEREST TO MEMBERS SINCE THE 
PUBLICATION OF THE LAST PROGRESS REPORT IN  JUNE;

In  the  la s t  fe w  months th e  fo l lo w in g  branches have been s tu d ie d s -

W a ll in g fo rd
Looe
Higham F e rre rs  
U xb rid g e  ( b u t  see above)
Tondu to  A b e rg w yn fi 
Banbury to  Buckingham

I t  was dec ided  to  d is c o n t in u e  s e n d in g  c i r c u la r s  to  M .P . 's  a t  the  House o f  
Commons in  v ie w  o f  the  v e ry  p o o r response  fro m  t h is  fo rm  o f  a c t i v i t y .  An M .P. 
(who s h a l l  rem a in  nam eless) in fo rm e d  us some lo n g  w h ile  ago th a t  a lth o u g h  he 
th o ro u g h ly  agreed w ith  o u r v ie w s  i t  was more than  h is  p a r lia m e n ta ry  p o s i t io n  
was w o rth  to  run  c o u n te r  to  the  o f f i c i a l  v ie w  o f  h is  p a r ty  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  
r u r a l  t r a n s p o r t .

A c e r ta in  amount o f  w ork was done by  th e  S o c ie ty  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  the  
th re a te n e d  c lo s u re  o f  West %-combe S ta t io n ?  how ever, as th e  lo c a l  o rg a n is a t io n s  
d id  n o t appear to  be d isp ose d  to  w ork w ith  SRUBLUK, l i t t l e  more c o u ld  be done? 
w ith  r e s u lts  w ith  w h ich  we a re  a l l  now f a m i l i a r .  I t  is  th e  p o l ic y  o f  SRUBLUK, 
by the  way, o n ly  to  oppose a c lo s u re  i f  o u r a c t io n  has the  s u p p o rt o f  the  lo c a l  
a u th o r i t ie s  and o th e r  lo c a l  o rg a n is a t io n s .

As m entioned  e a r l i e r ,  i t  was d ec ide d  u n a n im o u s ly , and in  consequence o f  
c o n v e rs a tio n s  w ith  p a s t members o f  SRUBLUK, th a t  th e  c o -o p e ra t io n  o f  members 
would be more im m e d ia te ly  fo r th c o m in g  i f  th e y  were to  re c e iv e  c i r c u la r s  more 
f re q u e n t ly ?  i t  was f e l t  th a t  t h is  m ig h t a ls o  be an a d d i t io n a l  a id  in  in c re a s in g  
membership.

As a r e s u l t  o f  re p re s e n ta t io n s  made by SRUBLUK, im provem ents have been 
made to  th e  s e rv ic e  on th e  S a ffro n  Walden B ranch .

There appears to  be l i t t l e  lo c a l  f e e l in g  re g a rd in g  the  p o s s ib le  w ith ­
d raw a l o f  th e  s e rv ic e s  on th e  Banbury and Buckingham L in e .  In  th e  c ircu m s ta n ce s  
i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  SRUBLUK to  h e lp  v e ry  much a t  p re s e n t.

A l e t t e r  fro m  M r. Bowles o f  the  Steam Locom otive  and R a ilw a y  P re s e rv a t io n  
S o c ie ty  was c o n s id e re d , w h e re in  M r. Bowles advoca ted  th e  ta k in g  o v e r o f  b ranch  
l in e s  th re a te n e d  w ith  th e  "a x e " and ru n n in g  them e i t h e r  by an a s s o c ia t io n  o f  
p r iv a te  in d iv id u a ls ,  o r  by a p r iv a te  company fo rm ed  f o r  the  purpose? i t  was 
agreed unan im ous ly  th a t  th e  p o l ic y  o f  SRUBLUK s h o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  be th a t  we were 
n o t p repa red  to  s u p p o rt any such  p r iv a te  schemes, and th a t  any such a g i ta t io n s  
f o r  p r iv a te  ow nersh ip  ough t d e f i n i t e l y  to  be d is c o u ra g e d .

P re lim in a ry  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  p o s i t io n  re g a rd in g  th e  fo l lo w in g  l in e s  
was mades-

U p p in g to n  -  Seaton -  R u tla n d  
S tam fo rd  -  E ssend ine 
Ross -  Monmouth 
Swindon -  A ndover


