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SECRETARY'S NOTES

As t h is  is  the  la s t  c i r c u la r  to  be is s u e d  b e fo re  th e  Annual G enera l 
M ee ting , i t  is  a p p ro p r ia te  th a t  I  s h o u ld  g iv e  members some id e a  o f  what has 
happened d u r in g  th e  l a s t  12 m onths, and in  d o in g  so , t r y  to  p ic k  o u t th e  
h ig h l ig h ts .

A f te r  la s t  y e a r 's  d is c o u ra g in g  s ta g n a t io n ,  i t  is  v e ry  good to  be a b le  to  
re p o r t  th a t ,  d u r in g  1957/58 SRUBLUK has had i t s  b e s t y e a r  s in c e  I  have been on 
the Committee. The S o c ie ty  was fo r tu n a te ,  a t  i t s  la s t  A nnual G enera l M e e tin g , 
in  b e in g  a b le  to  e le c t  to  th e  Committee fo u r  members who had n o t s a t on i t  
b e fo re , and whose energy and a b i l i t y  have h e lp e d  to  an enormous e x te n t in  
b r in g in g  the  S o c ie ty  back to  th e  em inen t p o s i t io n  i t  h e ld  in  i t s  e a r l i e r  days.
I t  was a ls o  dec ided  a t  l a s t  y e a r 's  Annual G enera l M e e tin g  to  in c re a s e  the  
s u b s c r ip t io n  to  te n  s h i l l i n g s  and s ixpence?  th e  e f fe c ts  o f  t h is  d e c is io n  
have been a lm o s t e n t i r e ly  f o r  the  good. W h ils t  i t  has caused us the  lo s s  o f 
some members, i t  has n o t caused any r e a l l y  a c t iv e  member to  le a v e  ou r ra n k s , and 
i t  has g iv e n  us th e  h e a l th ie s t  lo o k in g  b a la n ce  sh ee t we have e ve r had.

The new Committee d id  n o t ta k e  lo n g  in  g e t t in g  down to  work? M r. Judd 
co m p le te ly  re v is e d  the  membership a d m in is t r a t io n ,  and th e  a c tu a l cam paign ing 
o f  the  S o c ie ty  was d iv id e d  o u t among the  o th e r  members on a g e o g ra p h ic a l b a s is .  
W h ile  lo c a l  s u p p o r t ,  in  some cases, has been d is a p p o in t in g ,  the  energy w ith  
which the  Committee p ro s e c u te d  t h e i r  ta s k s  has caused SRUBLUK to  a c q u ire  a new 
re c o g n it io n  in  th e  d i s t r i c t s  concerned . P a r t i c u la r  m e n tion  m ust be made o f  the  
work done f o r  l in e s  in  South Devon, where M r. M a ir 's  p e t i t i o n  was re c e iv e d  by 
the S outh -W estern  T ra n s p o rt U sers C o n s u lta t iv e  Com m ittee h e a r in g  a p p o in te d  to  
c o n s id e r the  A sh b u rto n -T o tn e s  l i n e ,  and a ls o  the  w ork done in  the  N o rth  in  
c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  new ly  fo rm ed  and e n e rg e tic  N o r th -E a s te rn  L oca l Com m ittee.

The Annual P u b lic  M e e tin g  t h is  y e a r ,  w h ile  n o t  so w e l l  a tte n d e d  as one 
w ould w is h , was an enormous im provem ent o v e r la s t  y e a r .  A t th a t  m e e tin g  we 
heard  Mr. Rowe o f  th e  R a ilw a y  Developm ent A s s o c ia t io n  speak on "London Branch 
L in e s " ,  and M r. W h ite  o f  th e  F e s t in io g  R a ilw a y  gave us a m ost e n te r ta in in g  
account o f  th e  h is t o r y  o f  th a t  R a ilw a y .

Press p u b l i c i t y  d u r in g  th e  p a s t y e a r  has m a in ta in e d  i t s  u s u a l good 
s ta n d a rd  in  b o th  lo c a l  and n a t io n a l  p a p e rs , th e  most n o te w o rth y  p ie c e  b e in g  
th a t  w h ich  appeared in  th e  London " S ta r "  on the  day o f  th e  P u b lic  M e e tin g .

Our tr iu m p h  o f  p u b l i c i t y  t h is  y e a r ,  how ever, was o f  course o u r p a r ty  to  
the  Lew es-East G rin s te a d  L in e ,  when we were b o th  accom panied on th e  jo u rn e y  
and met on lo c a t io n  a t N ew ick and C h a ile y  S ta t io n  by B .B .C . T e le v is io n  teams. 
T h is  to o k  p la c e  on 23 rd  F e b ru a ry , and was made th e  s u b je c t  o f  a f i lm e d  
fe a tu re  in  th e  programme "T o n ig h t"  on 2 7 th  F e b ru a ry . The v a lu e  o f  such 
p u b l i c i t y  m ust be enormous. Once a ga in  o u r thanks m ust go to  M r. Judd,



whose o rg a n is a t io n  o f  an e x c u rs io n  h o o k in g  f a c i l i t y  to  N ew ick and C h a ile y  
made the  o u t in g  w i t h in  th e  rea ch  o f  e v e ry o n e 's  p o c k e t and assured  a good 
a tte n da n ce .

In  c lo s in g  may I  add th a t  t h is  i s  the  la s t  t im e  th a t  I  s h a l l  he w r i t i n g  
"S e c re ta ry 's  N o tes " as I  s h a l l  n o t he s ta n d in g  f o r  r e - e le c t io n  to  th e  o f f ic e  
o f  S e c re ta ry . I  have h e ld  i t  f o r  two y e a rs , w h ich  I  t h in k  is  lo n g  enough, 
and I  f e e l  su re  t h a t  ray su cce sso r w i l l  f i n d  as much r e a l p le a s u re  in  th e  job  
as I  have done.

E .V . D av is

**************************

We have been re q u e s te d  to  p u b lis h  d e ta i ls  o f  th re e  s p e c ia l r a i l  t r i p s  
th a t  a re  ta k in g  p la c e  in  S o u th -E a s t E ng land d u r in g  A p r i l .

S a tu rd ay , 1 2 th  A p r i ls  T r ip  fro m  R o b e rts b r id g e  to  T en te rden  Town by the  K ent
and E ast Sussex Railw ay? th e  S p e c ia l T ra in  w i l l  le a ve  

R o b e rts b rid g e  a t  2 .30  p.m . a f t e r  a w a it in g  a r r i v a l  o f  12 .20  p.m . D ie s e l fro m  
C haring  C ross, and w i l l  p roceed  to  T en te rden  Town, s to p p in g  a t  th e  in te rm e d ia te  
s ta t io n s  f o r  pho tog ra p hy  and in s p e c t io n .  The t r a in  w i l l  r e tu r n  to  R o b e rts b r id g e  
a t  5*30 p.m . A p a r ty  r a te  fa r e  o f  12 /6d  w i l l  be a v a i la b le  fro m  C h a rin g  Cross 
to  R o b e rtsb rid g e?  th e  S p e c ia l T r ip  w i l l  be 7 /6 d , in c lu d in g  s o u v e n ir  t i c k e t  
and i t i n e r a r y .

S a tu rd ay , 2 6 th  A p r i ls  T r ip  fro m  H e l l in g ly  to  H e l l in g ly  H o s p ita l on th e
H e l l in g ly  H o s p ita l E le c t r ic  R a ilw a y  in  open wagons.

D epart C h a rin g  Cross a t  12.20 p.m . v ia  T u nb ridg e  W e lls  C e n tra l and West, 
fo rw a rd  from  H e l l in g ly  a t  3 .0  p .m ., r e tu r n in g  fro m  H e l l i n g ly  a t  5 .6  p .m . due 
C haring  Cross a t  8 p.m . Fare  on th e  H e l l in g ly  H o s p ita l E le c t r ic  R a ilw a y  -  
2 / - d  -  in d e m n it ie s  w i l l  be re q u ire d  to  be s ig n e d  a t  H e l l in g ly .

The above two t r i p s  have been a rra n ge d  by  th e  B ranch L in e s  S o c ie ty , and 
re m itta n c e s  sh o u ld  be s e n t to  I .  H u rs t,  E s q ., 25 , H i l l a r y  M ount, B i l l e r i c a y ,  
Essex. F u r th e r  t r i p s  by th e  B ranch  L in e s  S o c ie ty  in c lu d e  -

May 1 0 th  -  B ishops S to r t f o r d  to  B ra in t r e e
May 1 7 th  -  Derwent V a l le y  L ig h t  R a ilw a y , fro m  Y ork  (B .R .)
May 2 4 th  -  Heacham to  Burnham M a rke t

Sunday, 2 0 th  A p r i ls  The South Londoner w i l l  le a v e  V ic t o r ia  a t  3 .0  p .m . v ia
S te w a rts  Lane L o c o .,  F a c to ry  J e n . ,  Beckenham J e n .,

Norwood S pu r, Epsom Downs, W imbledon, M erton  Abbey, B ed d in g to n  Lane, New Cross 
Gate, O ld Kent Road Spur, and South  London L in e , a r r i v i n g  V ic t o r ia  7 .22  p .m .
The fa re  in c lu d in g  i t i n e r a r y  and s o u v e n ir  t i c k e t  w i l l  be 1 4 /-»  and th e  
S o c ie ty  concerned is  th e  S ou th e rn  C o u n tie s  T o u r in g  S o c ie ty .
Address f o r  t ic k e ts ? -  12, Upper Road, W a ll in g to n ,  S u rre y .
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