
Future looks good for Blackfriars

Despite fears of a Government 
axe hanging over rail projects, 
transport minister Theresa Vil-
liers inspected the £5.5 billion 
Thameslink scheme in August 
and said: “I look forward to 
seeing the future benefits that 
this significant programme will 
deliver to passengers.”
Long called for by Railfuture,  the 
scheme will upgrade the crucial 
artery running through London 
from St Pancras to Blackfriars 
and London Bridge.
It will increase the number of rail 
services on the 140-mile route 
between Brighton and Bedford, 
delivering benefits for both pas-
sengers and the economy.
There is major reconstruction at 
three key stations, Blackfriars, 
Farringdon and London Bridge.
But 12 other stations are being 
expanded to cope with 12-car 
trains, including St Albans.
The first of the longer 12-carriage 
trains will enter service next year.
Ms Villiers added: “The station 
being built across the Thames at 
Blackfriars will allow millions of 
passengers each year to reach the 
centre of London’s business dis-
trict. Today I’ve seen that prog-
ress is being made.”
Network Rail’s Jim Crawford, 
said: “London relies on rail to get 
more than three million people to 
and from work every day, which 
is why projects like the Thames-

link upgrade are so vital to the 
capital’s economy.” In August, 
Network Rail awarded a £32 
million contract to Invensys Rail 
to upgrade the signalling in the 
“core section” to allow 24 trains 
per hour to run through central 
London. 
When finished, the Thameslink 
project will also allow people 
to travel direct to more destina-
tions, for instance Cambridge to 
Gatwick Airport.
Railfuture is also pleased that 
the Government has committed 
itself to London’s Crossrail. The 
Government is also reviewing 
the way it calculates the benefits 
of rail reopening schemes (the 

New Approach to Appraisal) 
after schemes in Wales and Scot-
land were vastly under-rated.
With demand underestimated, 
only three miles of double track 
were provided in Ebbw Vale 
– not the nine miles originally 
planned – to save a relatively 
small sum of money on the £30 
million project. Taxpayers will 
now have to pay about £25 mil-
lion for that extra capacity before 
the Ebbw Vale-Newport service 
can operate.
Railfuture is worried that a 
similar penny-pinching attitude 
might prevail if the Govern-
ment targets other parts of the 
rail system for cuts. Railfuture 

is opposed to “savings” in the 
guise of maintenance “holidays” 
or other measures which lead to 
more delays, unreliability, over-
crowding or less safety.
Railfuture is concerned that the 
station improvement programme 
has already been scrapped, and 
hopes that station projects which 
cannot be funded under other 
programmes will be revived as 
soon as possible. 
Railfuture is in favour of new 
high-speed routes but believes 
the present network must come 
first. We place great store by 
electrification, which from an 
environmental viewpoint scores 
more highly than high-speed 
lines. We therefore urge that elec-
trification of the existing system 
is given much higher priority.
The British Chambers of Com-
merce also warned the Govern-
ment in August against “hasty 
and ill-conceived cuts”.
The BCC warned that without 
investment in vital rail projects,  
the private sector will not be able 
to deliver the economic growth 
the Government is hoping for. 
Rail transport is essential for 
supporting the future of the UK 
economy.
The BCC said three schemes in 
particular should be protected 
from the cuts: The Northern 
Hub rail project, electrification, 
and additional rail carriages to 
increase capacity on the network.

PROGRESS: Ms Villiers with, from left, Network Rail’s Andy 
Duffin, St Albans deputy mayor Beric Read, First Capital 
Connect’s David Statham at St Albans             Picture: NETWORK RAIL

HIGH-SPEED LINE-UP: New Siemens-built Velaro trains are fitted out for service after being delivered to a Russian rail depot
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Designers are inspired by high-
speed trains. Eurostar is already 
an icon and some spectacular sta-
tions exist for French TGVs, Ger-
man ICEs and Spanish AVEs.
Now designer Paul Priestman 
has produced a double-deck 
“Mercury” train design to fast 
forward us into the future, as 
shown on the cover of this Rail-
watch.
He aims to encourage the Gov-
ernment to get on with building 
a high-speed line north of Lon-
don as soon as possible.
Mr Priestman, who designed 
Virgin’s Pendolino, believes 
high-speed trains are vital for the 
low-carbon, sustainable future of 
Britain.
He is already working on the 
design of Chinese high-speed 
trains and believes good design 
will help to persuade car and air 
travellers to take the train.
“Train travel has to be as excit-
ing as air travel and as sexy as 
the latest car.” For more informa-
tion go to www.priestmangoode.
com/transport.  
Despite all the talk, the route for 
HS2 is not yet fixed and it is not  
planned to be completed until 
2024. Yet pressure groups in the 
Chilterns and Warwickshire have 
been formed to resist it. Ironically 

these areas are already blighted 
by roads and motorways which 
cause far more danger and pollu-
tion than any rail line.
Railfuture’s network develop-
ment committee is keeping 
abreast of the HS2 but is aware 
that Railfuture must ensure 
that the existing network is not 
starved of investment to pay for 
it.
Research has shown that invest-
ment in rail signalling and roll-
ing stock gives the best return of 
any transport scheme.
It is also important that any 
new parkway stations must be 
located at rail interchanges, so a 
connecting rail service into town 
can be provided for people with-
out cars.
Britain’s biggest high-speed rail 
move forward is likely to come 
from Deutsche Bahn which 
hopes to run ICE trains from 
Germany direct into London St 
Pancras.
As one cynical rail campaigner 
put it, we may soon be able to 
travel high-speed from Ebbsfleet 
to Essen.
If thoses two destinations are not 
very enticing, also on offer will 
be Frankfurt and Koln.
ICE3 trainsets do not meet cur-

rent rules for carrying passengers 
through the Channel Tunnel, but 
the class 407 Velaro D trainset 
unveiled at Siemens’ Krefeld 
plant in April was developed 
specifically for international ser-
vices, and includes additional 
fire safety measures.
It will be used next year for  
international connections in Ger-
many, France, Spain, Belgium 
and the Netherlands.
Other Velaros are at work in 
Russia, China and Spain.
Earlier this year a review by the 
Intergovernmental Commission,  
which oversees Channel Tunnel 
safety, recommended permitting 
the use of non-splittable train-
sets, trains shorter than the cur-
rent 375 metre minimum length, 
and rolling stock complying with 
the fire safety requirements of the 
European Technical Specification 
for Interoperability rather than 
existing Channel Tunnel-specific 
requirements.
Britain’s first high-speed railway, 
the Channel Tunnel rail link, 
has been put up for sale by the 
Government which is hoping to 
make £2 billion.
Other countries continue to 
invest in high-speed rail while 
Britain is still considering its 
options. Russian high-speed 

trains were extended in July to 
serve the Volga city of Nizhny 
Novgorod, formerly known as 
Gorky, as well as Moscow and St 
Petersburg.
In Italy, Trenitalia announced in 
August that it is buying 50 high-
speed trainsets for £25 million 
from a consortium of Bombar-
dier and AnsladoBreda.
The trains are similar to the  
Zefiro trains which Bombardier 
supplied to China but will be 
capable of working across bor-
ders to Germany, France, Spain 
and Britain.
Also in August, Sweden’s new 
high-speed Botniabahn line was 
opened by King Carl Gustav 
from Nyland to Gimonas.
The Israelis are building a high-
speed line, in four stages, from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.
And America took a step towards 
a high-speed future in August 
when work started on the coun-
try’s first high-speed rail station 
at Transbay, San Francisco, which 
will be the northern terminus for 
the California high-speed system 
Los Angeles. 
The Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration is aiming to build 10 high-
speed lines with money from 
President Obama’s recovery and 
reinvestment fund.

Fast forward with rail

SHINY FACE: The northern entrance to the new Blackfriars station which will span the River Thames                     Picture: NETWORK RAIL 


