Railwatch

Mo 65 Doecombes 1995 Qﬂp

AM INDEPENDENT WVCHCE FOR RAIL USERS

=t InlerCily power car arrives af Plymouth alter three days on the road

It’s a

This high-speed train was transported b
Plymouth by road atter repairs at Cresee. [
sk thie 12

bl per-Pei T gRWT A

thiree davs 1o bravee] 2580 mmiles!
than takimg it by
% were g hier

But it was still “cheaper
rail because Kailtrack s
Sham B road hauler's

B AT B

Nidden and  paid
EANRIVCTS

Moeone bodd them that polioe money was
wasdind Becainse ogiiraders rorm seven segs

srees Bad bo escoat §)

arahe paolu

udabe the cost ol Ihe

Il Mo=OnE Can cal

chaos which this ¢ ad caussd

O IES ey

It ks bBecomie ing I|'.|'-||'|!'_|'. COTETHMT L &
traines on the rosd and st highligh
v and undfairmiess of the
whieh e Lovermment  has

-\.I|:|
18t 5] 45

mad

I1ETL™ wepd on the rallwavs and which fo i
rocd hauliers a comparatively foee ride

s Pl lirack demansds it pouamad ol (hesh for

werss b e rall petwork, Ehfe 18 o
cquavalentl Boadirack’ 1o recoup Uhe enor

RS OORl i i'\-:.'..|.|||.|: st inErastruchune

Wil the lop heavy  structure  inbrodooed
with rail prvatisation looks ridkulous in 2
case hike s, What can the chalrman of
Panlerack say" Wihad abaoail (he bladl Rl
ior? What about the Franchise Dimect
What about the director of Greal Wesbern
Kanlwavs?

W
they are trapped in a straifjacket put on by
thie Letwermmaent

eved They say will ot help becanse

Plymowih MP David Jameesoin saigd L

epmde was  plain log hi wiorahel b

demanding am I\.-«.|-||||I||'.I--!| Bul he had

AMILWAY DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY

Fictura: Mior Cox (counssy of Plymouth Evening Harakd)

orld

alreidy dbigsded Ehe cause.  Here s anothes

» Epea kg of Ehee rall nwork
uncler Prevals=i18on b =aid

BE waomild met have sent an HST by msacd
LT T
ihal caksbed belore valisalenn ik B
i by the armies of sccowntants and
conew Mants now ket boose o the railiway

sinifacr treatment of rous] aned fdl

Prrniois  Fosemmenls  were

dllowme Eluis 1 ol B
while at Ehe same Hme closang rail lines on
spurkous financial grounds

Bigt the curmenl Govermment  has i
picthami o impgeose e anbad Baancial
| et of rafl, A month afber this frain
by gl |ransport Secoetary  Sie
v oasted that Britain stands

Is thifs eofurd b omeeaers?

(= n =N




Truth behind the statistics

The road lobby is delighted to be able to
report that "only 5% of UK freight now
g by maadd”

Howsever the road propagandists are, as
usual, being economical with the truth,

The tragedy of thetr argument is that
freight is indeed I:'-I‘irif diverted away from
& sale, envirenmentally freindly, Jovw pnllu-
tion, safe mode like rail on b anarchic
rosds  where regulstions are  routinely
igneomed.

e result is an anmsal death boll on the
roads of around 3,500, while on rail, in
several recent yeass, not one passenger has
been kblled. And this = anli‘ﬁa:1 of the
story. What about that 5% The official
figure is actwally 6%

But that perceniage Agure -.-r-r-:mraam
every single tonne of freight, including
milk carts and bread vans, markets whene
rail will never compste

In the markets where @il can offer o ser-
ious allernative, such as bulk commasdibies
andd for long distance, rail experts beliove
the percentage is nearer XF% overall. If you

ur::r out pipelines and coastal shipping
and concenlrabe on land transport, the ral
shafe s bly around 30°%. “n'll'd|f-
irrelevant im UK tramspost ferms

Together, BR's fretght companics keep an
estimated 10 million lorry jourmeys I.1|:||:|!|'H.
road each vear.

Tranerail reckons it over one million
o aff the M4 in Seuth Wales cach yesr
That = {hﬁ:ﬂ b a oy every #) seconds
through the week, day and night, Saturday
and Sunday imehusded,

In the Peak District national park, Transcal
kieps hali a million borries off thi roads
Transrail i alse keen b explode the myth
that rail can compete only over bng dis-
tamsces. Transrail has viable bulk commod-
ity hauls as short as two miles.

A more normal contract for Transrail 15 fo
maowe sheel from South Wales info the Wiest
Midlands, which mnwvalves 1|III'-|'.'I|'H.II.11-5 the
product at & railhead and delivery by road
on a just-in-time basks io the final customer

Last year Transrail moved 4.5 billion cans

of Spillers petfood. The factory B seven
miles. from the railhead at Paisley. near
Glasgow.

Stanclard pallets of petfood are picked up
by a normal curtain-sided  lorme. Al the
ratlbead, they ane forklidbed, iwo pallets at a
time, into & fall skbe-acoess rail van, a pro-
o which takes 10 minutes per load.

Thie 31 vans are then trunk-haoked overs
night to Cambradgeshire for  omward
distribution #o shops and  supermarkets
throughout the South East

The true costs assoctated with the beavy
loery are controversial. Road users overall
may cover the direct cost of moad imdrastrac
B bl lhn.':,.' fall well short on tokal gosts
which include policing, accidents  and
environmental costs, Unlike rail, no rate of
reeturm is charged on road ose.

Recent surveys have shown up fo 7% of
I'h"i?; goods  wehicles  falling - roadsidggs
checks. Up b 365 are overloaded.

Hailireight s safe, fuel efficent, popular
and law-abiding. Why do i PeMalans
givee aid and comfort to the wrong side?

A member recently resigned  from the
society on the grounds that we were cam-

paigning oo much for faster trains.

Another member wrote profesting  thal

R[S was becoming “too anti-road”. |

defersded  the society’s position on both

cournts

We live im o world in which rail has o

compete with road and, in some fespods,

wiith air and other modes of transport.

The opening of the A1/81 link has made it
% bo drive from some parts of Eist
nglia to the Midlands than to go by irsin.

This was pointed out b0 & rilway manager
at a meeting which | attended m Bury 5
Edrmunds, To his oredit, he pointed out

that |§ Railtrack enjoyved a bevel of novest.
ment comparable to :LI spend on this road
link, the train jousmey from Bury to Bimm-
ingham could be a Lot quicker.
The Morth Wales Coast line has to compete
with the cxpensively upgraded ASS and
other toads. ROS Wales 1::'!:1.' rightly
campaigreed (or investment in the ratway
Iiis a Flil':.r the Department l.'rl"rrﬂl'l?-'[!'ﬂ-ﬂ did
mod Jook at this allermative before slicing a
pew trunk road through Colwyn Bay, for
example.
Mow the Governmiend 15 su ing the
rciple of European cash for the Felix-
EH:«I.TP- ]'||.1|}'h'\-i|:| o upﬂlﬂm.ﬁ'[u part
of the Trans Eurmpean Trans Moetwork)
bul is nol giving comparable support for
the roughly parallel radl route?
We in RDS canniol bake this situation lyvin
down, Otherwise we may as wiell I.ij.‘lil‘!ﬂr-
We have therefore suppartesd the “MNetwork
Furope” consortiviin of local authorities
and companies ing for European cash
for upgrading the rail links from the east
coast to Holvhead and Lit*{\-f[h'u'-l.

Of course speed 18 ot the only factor thal
will attract business fo rail. On the Cam-
brian Coast line, the selling poind @5 scemery
rather than speed, and smbladly with the
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Sebtle and Carlasle, Meither route 5 amang
RIS priovitics for electrification — wheness
Crowe=Holbyhead defimitely is

Cur London and Home Counties branch
has produced two attractive leaflets on rail
allematives o widening the MI5, one
dealing with the South Wist segment and
the other the MNorih East.

It plans further lsues in 1996, using money
raisil froem our Mational Diraw. The open-
g of Chafford Hundred station i=s an
importanl step i the b direction, for
Essex Man and Woman do not necessarily
nieed to deive bo Lakeside to o their shop-
Fng

trains from Stansted Airport via
Harlow, Stratford and Romford would also
enable rall o compete more effectively
with the 811 and the A12 for this busines.

O v Esgaps, Miteo leadlet puts this case
graphically. The milways have to compete
with operators whose safety pocond can be
questionable. My tratn o work in the
mamming is also used by a substantial num-
ber of school and college students whose
season tickets are, in many cases, pakd for
by the local authority, Bus and coach oper-
ators also derive a lot of revenuoe from such
irafiic.

On 2 October, a spot chick of 12 school
coaches in Norfolk revealed that nine of

theemn  were  defectivee  Three  wiere
immediately banmed from carrving passen-
gers. Simidar checks i Suffolk  have

revealed a disturbing hevel of unsafe vehi-

Railways
and the

competition

cles, presumably  sesuliing  from  cost-
cutting b win confracts,

From time fo time we hear of sabely scanes
i the Channel Tunnel, A few yeass ago |
ravelled from Seebrugge 1o Felivetowe on
a vessel operated by ome of Eurotunnel's
coffpetibors

| shared a cabin with & man in conssder-
able back pain follewing an accdent on
thae L omtimend

Whien bie went bo the padsars alfice e was
told there was no doctor on board and na
first aid availabbe and was advised to buy
a few whiskeys in the bar to kil the pain.
Can one imagine the synthetic indignation
among some politicians and media per-
s il o sick PESSCRRET On A Ewpostar frasmn
was given similar advice?

RIS has been colleding  repors  of
instances where road operators foud safety
standards with, for example, overloaded
or unsafe vehickes, which may be cheaper
b run but provide unfair competibion b
the railways

Dave  Salle {77 Fiordisaf, Prestatyn,
Chwyd, LLI9 BINY) has taken over from
George Bayle the task of compiling such
inbermation

We Eread our sources in confidence
icessary, bul hope to use such informa-
Hon bo strengthen our pro-rail lobbying,
The playing ficld on which the railways
Bt b oo pebe is meot yod Even,




Victory for rail user

Rail users i the Sowth East
Wi & Vichory = one week after
a crudal emengeney resolution
was passed at the Baial Lisers
L omberence @ Colobssr

The conference was  warnmed
that Bedfosdshine  Cowily
Coundal was considering dibch-
agE  Af m:l:-:-r decisson o
reppen the railway  bebween
Lostom anad Dhanstabde

Lognolbors seme b b |.|::|;|'|| &l
thetr meeting on Thursday Eo
build a guided busway oven
though most of the railway
s skl mdact

The conference was aleried o
b roblem by

Harry Maughan who

e af Linslade and

fwanks e lime extended
beyond [anstable to link up
with the West Coast main line
al Lenghbon Buzzand

His  mesolubion which l.I!ﬂl."d
ther council 1o abandon the idea
af a busway belwesn Labon
amid Drarsialble and gt on with
|.~.||'-r|'.u'|_i: the milway, was
approved by the  condierence,
with mo-onie voldimg against

The sesslsiion was senl bo the
coanty coungil’s chisf excoutive
with a request that it be nead bo
b council before any decision
was taken

A Ealt shoet entallod Misgisdnd
Wil (i Eby st'l\.l-dLn ol and cir
culated to the local press and a
few key prople

When the councll met on the
Tharscay ||l||.l.|'.l.'|."||\'_ thi comibier
ence, councillors rejected plans

=y build a busway

The boscal CaERRIEnETE EroEp
ADAFT = which is affilialed o
RIS had also  circulated
dietailed bryefings bo councillors
B Lhee frscedimng

Mo [ battle moves on o
finding the cash for the railway
by Mo

Ihe other omergoncy fesoly
Fanm '|'-.I'|r\-|.1.| bv the comference
was o urge the reopening of
the Brumel tunnel on the East
Londan e oaer whsth |'II:\.:
lish Hertage and London
Underground are in dispute

While a dixasson 18 awaabixl,
ane haw g o e o
do with replacemient bases

(lenda's appeal

Thi guesy l-\.|1-_'.|.|\.|-| &l thit ool
P, Labar lransgort
campaigne coendinater Glenda
Jackson, attacked rail privafis-
akbiom a8 tarcical. She remanded
debegabes that this was the Elrsl
visar simce nationalisation that
BE hod neot ordered any new

[ 14 T

r-llJ||.||._!: showk even though E10
billion had been spent on
privatization

The moemey had gone on lisy-
ers amd consulianks” fees and
the destruction of owur inbe-
prated milway system  even
though 86% of the people were
dnney ul

She said raillways should be thae
central spine of an inbegrated
pubdic transport network

The cosimbry’s comnombc wel lbe
ing :In,'p_'ndu,ﬁ:l o e |
fablwase

Wou would think that the
Ciovernament wiildd hawe
ledrmasd Frodm Ehes prvatsaiion
of 1he bus ipdustry which has
left vast arcas of the country
without any  kind of pubdic
|r.1|'.l«.]".|rl_' b Bl

In answeer 10 8 |.|IJ|."\-1'|I'ﬂ1 abouk
the Government’s  privake
Anance mitiative, she said 8
had nol eeally worked 10 the
Bt off the radways

But she saad we neadid o pel
investiment from more than just
e F""I'I"" [ruarse, [hiese wonld
have to be combinations of pri
waite and public enterprise

She reiterated Labowrs olficsal
siance that the railways should
b wmdier public control.

And she warned that under the
Framc s Affangements, &ven
the PSE mervices are nol
paranteed, boecause 1hix
franchise holder ooukd e
megotiate

Work of fiction

The rall psers Condence wWas
opereid by RS chairman Stbeve
Wilkinsom who joked that the
current  Kailtrack  himetakle
wold now be found I the
wiblic lsbraries’ fickion section
le =aid the world of “access
charges™ was a mdghimare |or
Ebse r.|||1|..1:|.'l-\. H= '|'||.||:|I|'|i gl

Rail Users Conference 1995 London

hiow imsurance  and  sabely
demands were making it ever
maore  difficull for freight 1o
awbch from road 1o sail

And he wrpged dedegates o
study Nahum chapter 3, verses
3 amel 4 as well a5 |onah -\.'.'|.|'|'l
Ber 4, verse 11, for carly reder
enoes 1o "road r.l._;:-.'-'

More victories

Geneeral secretary Trevor Lar-
rimd remanded the conference
that RIS had scored bwo signi-
fbcamd victories over the voar

The idea of core stabions had
been  defeabed because  Fian-
dieds of us a0l
wide o the Eall Bepulator
pointing out what a  short-
sighted idea if was

W had also wos & wioloey on
the West Highland sleeper,
thanks to the power of the
miedia and the Sooltish coirts
Irevod therm |l-m||||.1| gl B
likely batilegrounds i the
COMANG Voear

We have already |'-r|nh-.5| 2
leaflets highlighting the dan-
pers of & Franchise Dhinector
initiative bo lmak the Preedom
i gl Ol Cross  oeuniry
HEITTE S

It s also rummsmused that Boser
Hokets ane the mest famget for
inberference and  may  even
have b B wikhddraswn  which
they cuif scross more than one
franchise.

There will be continuing pres-
gure Eo recduce thie numibsers of
05

Cervice cuts will be allowed by
the mew  passenger  secior
regquirements. Moded Franchises
FIrIH’I_h-"\-\.: !l'.. KL% branches or
Faal 5T |.‘;r|'\-l:|'\"- ANE 40E Way o
coambating the cuts. Trevor alse
urged branch officials and user
Eroup riEeE Lal vies fiw
i prove relalions  with  Irain

operaling coMmpanics
amed  even with  the
Framchise Lhrector
Salmmon. Me  Salpion
invitahion 1]

R ies
refusnd an
address the radl wsers confer-
ence last year andd kepl our
l"r'."*-ﬁl'.'l"' wikbing lof eroihs
tor a half-hour “audiende

Biat lets by mice o Mr szl
Hh sabd Trevor Lict's
conviree him Ehat has  labest
whereee won 't work eikber.

“He wanls b hmsl (he mumbser
of  sEanding passEngers  and
hawe trains  ram straight
through stations if the Eramns
are already tall

“Mlr Salmom is trying b tackle
tha I1:.':||.|'|||||1|l| 11.'|1.'u. I ik
of all these problems s Lack of

rolling stock amd, in some
cames, bsck of skaH.”
Teevar alss urged bBrang P4

and rail uscr groups boo stard
now  on |obbying MPs and
prospoctive candidates. Tlv's po
use walting untll hiee weeks
e 1he _.:|.'n|-r.|] election. Char
relationship  with  polilicians
needs b be martired

Robin Hood venue

Thie mext RS AGM will be
held on Seturday 4 May in the
Chacensway Suaite, Cooperabive
Howse, Mamstield, startng al
116 The wenue has  boen
chosen o oclebrate the Roban
Hood recening and the speaker
will Be David Maciniosh of
Eegonsl  Hadlways embral
vwho was one of the prime
miviers of this schomie

Protecting the
Network




PLATFORM

For your views on the present and future of rail

Cross country winner

Thie Class 15 lowr<car I5ains,
featured v Radlwatch &5 coukd
form the basis of a very pood
aross-tountry frn s

Theey are daal-volage amndd can
also b hauled by locomintives.
Thus they are able to reach
overy part of the British Katl
network. Have ABE and one or
wo of the ||.-.1.\I1IH I.'I.'ﬂ'l'lp'lﬂi.ff"
enaugh courage bo share the
costs of building a couple of
sets b demonstrate such a pos-
h.1|_'|1||‘|:|.' Isedore 1 b5 o Lale?

My personal preferenoe for bhe
interior layout would be thad
the trains should l."t'lh'ull_ a
|_-|H.'|||'q.|.|’|1|'|-|'|l.| oF bwoe Por darst
class PAsSETIEETS, 4 b tion
of “airling” seats plus  those
arranged  around  tables  foe
stafudand class ISEETIRETS, i
facilitics area™ where  there
coadld be a tedephone and con-
ductor's office, space for inolley
sefvices,  bmletis)  amd WY
importantly an area for parcels
and bicyches
Chore Fiier, Wikl Station
Abbew Village, Chorley, Limcs

Too much paper

[ wonbd ke bo know sschy Raedl-
mrich has gone from 12 o 16
pages with i mevitable rise
i cosis and -ulluml.-l'ri:n;q o
money thatf  involves.  The
widld ix drowning inoa sea of
largedy umwanbed and mosily
unrecycled paper. People are

Rayner’s Review

The railway timetable is now a
muddbe as 1 apid a lew others
wearmed 18 would b,

Back im the 1960, 1 was Hme-
tabde  production  officer  al
Crowe amd we progheced the
Great Brstain Timetable with
input from other professional
offices ot Waterhse, Swinddon,

York, Liverpeol Strect and
Clasgona
Timctable knowlbedge,  even

with the old BE. was & special-
isf kil wipdersiood by |'d1:||| &
few, IF was a wery r-ni:ll.amrnni
ol

This winter's fHasce may yol _|.1|'
s a8 Aad CECESE nol e prink
thie book i future, We must be
vigilant.

Just what will appear in next
wears limclable = also a mood
poinl, because decisions have
riod yiet e e aboid wihkch
operatons. will e glven which
franchises,

Franchise= are supposed o be
awarded acconding b0 the
financial package ANDY  the

|;||_l||1=.; £l rr“.'IH'Iﬁll'I.I |'-!|' A Maass
of mdormation and  opindon
they simply cannot  absorh
Either revert o 12 page issues
or, if the cost-saving s :hl:_g_:hl."l'.
;Iq-.pll:_ls Phaee ||':--p.1gu editsons
& YT,

Secondly, the wholesabe [and
valid} condesnnatson of the 11
Taory Trapsport Secretaries wi
have had sinoe 1979 (Rathosich
651 does have bo be modified in
respech of Paw] Channon, He
refused  the closure of the
Settle-Carlisle lEmne which |
think is the only closure pro-
F|-|_'r\;|.1| rediissd slnoe the advent
ol the Thatcher regime He
mnust be given credit for that.
Heaorg Biwll, M6 Ohedifree Limas,
Selly Ok, Birmungham B2 6 ¥

Bridport reopening

I read pecently in Seamage Rail-
iy Mens about the restorabion
of West Bay Station at Bridport,
by West Dorset disfrct cound il
The Swanage Ratlway was also
wolved,  laving a length of
track, and supphving two carm-
ages as a |,ur|,-||ﬁ|l:,..fl|l TATE] 41 358
Bt wakibed 19 not e Better if the
rallway line tn Brdport was
renpened ?

The trackbed from  Masien
Moeviom b :H.|'||‘|ih.|rl B =Kl
ifatact with mo obstackes o
prevent il rebuilding

There ts some inberest in this
line among some members of
the Swanage Kailway Progect

would-be  opera-
bor's st
sl alde, S0 o
do the successiul
franchize bidders
gt thear b
tables i the bonk?
Mroposals fior
changes to the summer Hase-
table close amound Febmuary
bl dectsiones a8 o who wins
the frst franchises will be
taken AFTER that date. The
task s themefore sunely mposs
=i, B s &0 sad b0 sov 3 once
great indastry brought down
i thils way.

Remember e of this is an
accident. There has been a suc-
oessful campaign for  many
wiars fo destroy the okd system
which was |'\I-|ld"|1.a!||.1J a5 anfdi-
quaated and fraditicomal

Mow o welldnied amd fested
set-up haes been replaced with a
dangerous  and  inadegquate
altermative.

| could po om at bength absout
the safety risks inherent i the
many interfaces of the sed and

I+ there any interest within
RLXST The hiist Hll'l" coalld e
thie formation of a proesery s
group in the Bridport area
Briam D Dvuce, 26 Johirses Kioad,
Hiesfor, Midirlesexs TWD SLLY

Hack waich

People who live moglass houses
shimald mE  Ahrow  sbones
Before Peter Rayner slags off
Sir Bob Resd about damaging
the railway, il 5 worth recall
ing that he was responsible for
the totally idiotic decision o
close the SNuneaton  (yover
which RIS & trying 1o ged
rearstibed. Rayeer has done his
fair share of hacking

Merman Diszeresln, 109 Hurfon
Road, Wondmile, Smwilmeofe,
Drerfsbeire DETT FTW

Feter Rayner replies: Mot
Ciuiley M'Lud. Pressure to
close the fAyover did not come
fromn mee.

Problems arose when the
Birmingham to East Anglia
service wanted 1o conmec
with the West Coast main line
at Muneaton Tremt Valley,
rafher than just “flying™ over
I 1 wanted 1o avoid flat junc-
tons for obvious reasons, so
the last thing | wanted was 1o
close B

But in the end only a few
freighls were using the fly-
over because parcels Rrains
also stopped using . The

misdddled rail-
way that exists
toaday. Bodts fall
frewm rallway
bridges amad
Railtrack talks of
ik comlraclors!
There 15 a dan
grfoas atcedend at ':1I!|r!||qllilr1]
casisrd by conditions simmikar to

those which led e the
Clapham  disaster. Dreadiul
cofismjuenes  were  only

avodded by a second fault in
the cabling which kept the
signal fo one yello The
irack ms ovwmied by Rakltrack, the
maintenance  staff belong  to
someonse olse, the driver o yel
another organisation. Day aftes
day the polential for another
disasler is revealod.

When | altended the KIS
annual gemeral maeetang 0 Exe
ber earlber this yoar, | -.[H.'\'kl." (1]
ey nkghimane Fhat we would
have a strongly anti-rail Gover-
nmend in power af the end o
Ehe cenduiry

Since them i has boen sug-

inevitable ihen happened.
What your comespondent lan
Brown {eleewhere in the let-
ters pagel calls an advaniage.
the wdentification of respon-
sibility, became eazier.

I wa faed with business
pressure i close, Instead of
one railway owning the fly-
over, the already fragmenting
BE became inwand-leoking
and | had no case for relention
apart e mv Instinct.

Ax Regional Operating Mana-
| delayed the deasion as
ﬁ:g as saible and asked for
allermatives e be examimed.
But | could not get business
support for cither aliematine.

To the extent thal my mame
was on the boltom of both the
timetable and the engineening
notices, Pelber
respansible,

I made several idiobc deci-
sionms in 41 years bul Munea-
ton cannot really e blamed
aH e,

High speed safety

I'm amazed by the amount of
articles and Jeters i Badlwatch
wiilben by members in favour
i wery high speed trains. [ see
mi nevd for such trains. I'm
h.1F|F|:. weikh Bl ||-||_1||. Lairely, we
miisl  consicler  saficty .I.||'\'II.'|:

with |'||;:.|'| "-|H.1.'d-
Marpanct Hrsee, 2 Emvrell Courd
Alfbormeph Choce, Manchester
M 0T

Running out of time

wiesbed that the need for thh"'.;'
pevenues bo aftract mvestors in
HRailtrack wwould ensure Hes
wene kepd open

However | have had another
nightmare. My latest fear is
that Mabional Heelage Seore
fary Vinginea [Htl'll'l"lll.":i' will
. muszive amount  of
money her department will get
from the Mational Lotiery 1o
by closed paibway lines from
Railtrack so they can be con-
werbed inbo a brdleway, cvcle
way and foobpath network
Such a venture would appoar
to have great environmenbal
bemehts  wihile akso  giving
Eatlbrack ivisbinrs a Py oiff o
ikt investmmaeni.

s the

The real environmental effect
howeyver woild e o Increase
fthe ws¢ of cars and other
damaging forms of Eransport

| howe mvy b e anfeapdiod
bait we sl |||."|I'| if there is
any hint of closures, and we
must resist every atbempl 1o
reduce servioes.

Priier Rayrner

Rayner wag™



Motorail appeal

I am wvery disappointed on
r|_l.:||_1|:||‘l" Raillmwdck to fnd mo
miemleon of Moloradl. | poined
RS as | was  particalarly
concerned about Ehe disappear-
ance of Motorail which E|I~.l|'«'rr
wsed aliensl since its inoeption
1o travel o Soodland, the ler
Hebrides in partioular. [ have
writhen many letbers o MEPs,
Seoltish  Toairis! Boards  and
others in west and hawve
found mech support for s
refenbion. Surely RS should
masinl @ campalgn to getd this
servioe peinstabed with the sup-
port of a vigomous advertsing
campaign, which the service
his sadly bscked in recent
years. It has been increasingly
didficult b get any indormaton
#ﬂ:ul'ul i oin this ares and ravel
‘genils sevemxd 1o have no Gdea
S8 even existed. Mo wonder it
has been deemed unneorssary:

From Exeter if was possible o
Enke &n aflernoon irain to join s
friemd with a car in London, or
b cbrive m four houwrs from
Excter ®o  Lomdon,  coteh
Biotogail o Fort William o
Invernicss and be i the Ohler
lsbes wiithin 24 hours. Now the
journiey entails a mght's stay
moar B Sooiiish boscder and an
ammival tired after a EX-mile
drive. The service was lpul.}r
with those whe knemw .:{;.ml it
Thie reseult of it discontinuanoe
is that this year | could not get
as far as the Outer [sbes amd
wasted three days in dreary

driving,.
The cffect on lourism in the
peEnater parts of Sootlangd st
b bad. A really efficient, well
@egromoted service oould bring
. Jsoal benefis fo (hose ansas
and FemoveE cars IFom Ve
crowded molorwaves  Please
mount a  campaign  bo pek
Molorasl reinstaied ard
extendied, I used 1o be a real
ploazure 1o use and was not as
expensive as many  thought
when  fhe  savings @ car
mmlleage and nkghls aconenmis-
datéon were taken inko account.
Aizs P | Hall, 2 Bermarslo Boad,
Exwler EXZ ANL

Motorail potential

In May 1995 the UK's Motorail
servicrs came b an end. The
Fort William sleeper was also
ter have diecd, bust was saved by
pressure applied by a variety
of infercsts. In ospate of the
Koyl Uommission on Environ-
mindal  Pollution, 1 heard
nob=xdy say a word in defence
of Motorasl, and the MPs 1
wroke bo seemed fo regard me
a% i crank

Mavbs the conlinuesd existenoe
of Motorail would have been

an inconvendent  obstacle 1o

privatistion.

Surely Motorail made snviron-
enenbal anc social sense, jisl as
L Shultle now does. |k use
may have been in doecline, bt
that dechine could surely have
been reversed. Has ROS (or
anyoae] siudied what lessons
need to be leamsd from that
dechine, and whal proposals
conild realistically be made for
a new amnl more sucoessiul
Motorail, both for  inhermal
routes and for integration with
L Shutthe’

Years ago there werne Motorail
terminads on out-of-4own sabes,
but these were abamdoned in
favour of bermanals ab city sta-
teons. Was this step in the right
or the wrong direction?

It was the leng-dhsanoe oyved-
night services linking Scotland
wilh Losnidon amndd Breseod that |
found attractive, though with
thir sleeper fanes they were not
cheap, But the long-distamoe
|,‘|.'l:|' sepvices made much sense
Ew®,

Is  there alse  scope  por
vl fum-cistance  services, |
the “check-in" fimes can

shortened? And for “spedal
nids”  services, for  exampi
linking Comwall and Devon
wilth London and the north at

surmamer weekends?
C A Thorntes, Phoeaix Cothige
Cirstrmgton, Wilney, Oeom 0XS
1ot

Rail information

| was mlerested 1o nole the
[;In'n im  Rafuaick  for  Ehe
Mational Trust to provide pulb-
lic transpof  mlormabion. In
fact Ehelr hand ook has pro-
vidded this  information  for
somie years. After each entry
for howses (bal md  always
T Iu|:'|..'||_l|_'||-'| dietakls  isf the
nearest sation are given, along
with bus services, names of
aperabors and a telephone oon-
tagt whaere  available, This
information  is  provided by
rail-bus expert Barry Do
It shatle bus imtiahve S
viery welcome because one of
the problems of wvisiting WNT
properties withoot a car is that
they often have wery long
dirivewavs, even i the bus goes
E:N the entrance. | certainly
e maore shuttle buses to the
oo can be onganised = bud i§
1= |.||.||.1|." -I_"\.ih.'fl'\l'i’l' .ll!-:l “H {14]
thiz arca does not seemi koen on
such ventbures

The Shrewsbury-Wolverhamp-
tom Rail Users  Association
wanls an intermodal ticket o
pivie rail/bus aooess  bo the
countryside  from  the Wesd
Midlands, but BR B mof
encouraging. It wants rail level

type farcs from the fotal pro-
coods it seema!
G F Ankfnson, Charirmuir,
Shremshrry-Wotnerfamepfon Rl
[Izers Azsocmtion, Cheoir,
Kirmaberiour, Shifmn, Shropaliee

Money is not enough

The EDS view ithat the il
syslem should mt be broken
up is misguided, particalarly
since it innvitalbdy leads o one
sel of management ideas belr
o b, Accepling the RIE
view, howewer, makes i
doubly important that we stop
pretending that all woubkd be
well if the Covermment spend
more. ¥We noed fo campaign
againat bad management from
whatever quarter.  Spending
millioms on new irains (or ser-
vices 1o Salubury and Exeler is
not enough bhelp i managers
can't do betber thap 26% pro-
ductive e of driver Hme.
cost of radl travel remains too

high

What the current divisions ol
wessbality are doing is mak-
ing the identification of respon-
sibility casier. In the longer
term this can only be oo
Many of the prnh1|'n1~i appar-
eni on BE are not aboul thae
money except in the sense that
unlimited  amainks woukd
scilve Klhem in the shorf ferm
The cificiency gains made by
Mencdip Basl, with lkmided froee
doan o BRE, ame not absoat
reduced  services or higher
inwvesiment. [y are  aboul
bsfter  Pnanagemand Mo
diversity of management
should produce more of the
ST,
Tare Brovow, 4 Lisaghame Koad,
Reurds, Wellengborowgh,
Morthairds NN9 Gl

Safety fears

I am concerned about salbely
procedures fellowing the rail-
way's break-up  imto smaller
companies, We moust  ensure
that the highest standard of
radlway ogwrabion s main-
tained., .mrT‘I am pleascd that
the Imspectorabe part of the
Health and Salety Exeoutive
will now Inspect  Railtrack's

track and signalling when i
employs milside contractoss. b
maintaln  and renew  equip-
mient. | sincerely hope e wall
alse losok ab traction mainten-
ande and all rewiring propcts
gl ertakesn s micoyrail
employees.
Finally, | am pleased that i
addition o the autumn safety
review, Railtrock plans et
mgg b publish a revised ver-
E:. of the safely guldelines it
issaes b conEmctors.
Merrym Madtheaes, Welsh Radl-
tourys Actron Comainfar, Shovr-
s, S Heoadouy, ['\'l"i..‘l'lrln.ll_fu".
South Glamergm CF71 TER

East-west roulies

Thank wou for the October
ey ||r F-',un'uur-l'l which s
gelting better and better. | am
r1|1|-ru].1r|l.' inerested in the
fast-West finks

I o s i hink 8 was just
mcompetence and  shapidity,
one might think i was almaost
deliberabe policy  fo doestroy
Eask-Wesd poubies

It is possible for me o get o
Chbord o Cambricge by raal -
bat vin Lomsbon!

Tov traved o Swindon, Bristol or
the West Counkry s expensave
anid  long-winded,  especially
Tor me, somew hat disabded.

| fimd the Euston-Paddington
Tube ppumeys very dithoult. 50
I have long hoped for the
Bletchley-Uhctord  roule b be
pestoped ol as g show powate bal
as part of & mapor route te the
Wost from Milton Keymis.

Howwever, the labest move by
Stagacoach, the coach operalor,
could pose a threat to this
restorafion. They  have  inbno-
duced a quality coach service
betwern  Oxford, Milton
Koeynes and Cambridge, 14
omiches a day al very comveni-
ent Hmes, |8 would seem b
make  expenclibere  on the
Bletchley-Drhidord e hard bo
justify because this  service
should allow me o travel West
I1_l.'||| combination of coach and
Fila
M P S, OBE, BA. 5 Rwlsfonic
Close, Flevkands, Miltonr Keumars

= -
Rail gulﬂl’.‘ﬁ Somie RS railguades are now sald ot bat
ithe following ane avatlable for £1 each: Scollamd, MNorth East,
Yorkshiee, Lanes and Cumbria, Peaks amd Madins, Lincs s MNotts
Derbyshire, East Anglia, In and Around London, Thames ansd
Drowvenes, and Kend and East Sussex

R[}S rﬂplﬂrt.ﬂ The Llps avad Denpvis off Repional Evilways = A
new RDS report looks at the performance of branch aned
sevondary |ines from 1922 o the present day. This 24-page A4
l,'lu'l_-]il_'..1!|l_||1 ciwals £ KD sl froe., A Meae Stalion = R']“;-l'l"'lh.'lrl iy

ithi costs and how b cam

ign. £1.80

wat o 11x @ Shamebles -

Thee first hicoups of privatization. C1.I25 post froe.

ANl the abooe mre available from Marbin Hall, 89 Narth Wall-
fmghon, Farcham, Hants POVE 8T], Cheques payable fo RIS,

SHCES




Fighting on freight front

While the British Government was forcing
British Kail 1o shed freight on (o our over
crowded roads, more freight was going by
rail im maindand Exrope,

Swap body traffic using French railways
boomed by 21% in 1994 while the overall
volume of freight traffie grow by B% in
[miEh.i Bomni berms,

The growth in swap body tralfe was
partly thanks to £37 million of French state
aid specifically to encourage this ivpe of
traffic. The national railway SMCE, road
haulicrs and combi operators all have a say
in e this govemment maney is spent,

SMCF Fret s developing a sysbem which
conslznily monitors carge &= b s in transit,
aiming b Eivie ils CUSIOMETS AN ever more
relishde service

In Germany where there is already a large
peroentage of freght irafisc on rail, sverall
Edm-th in rail freight was 3.5% while swap

¥ iralifbc incmeased by 4%.

GCermany sends 35% of its feight by rail
compared to Britain's minuscule 75

Duspite the hurdies put IJ['* by the British
Government, international raal lanks are
developing. At least one road freight com-
I'q..rl.].l TS q_-;lmﬁhlriﬂg '\h'ﬂl.'hil.‘lﬁ SFE of §s

By Jomathan Denkry
Pullic Relations Manager
ﬁrlglll Hailways

Howard Thamas's articke "Anglua declares
ULH im the last Bimlmeich was misbeading
and contained a number of iInaoouracies

First, we always give ouf impartial miloe
mation at Bury 5t Edmunds o ihose
travelling to Lomdon and other destina-
fpns.

We have asked West Anglia and Lneal
Morhemn 1o show connechons (o Mewmar-
el and Bury in their thimetables but with
no positive response as yet. We are ako
happy bo dnllh:,- thieir timetables at Bury.

information is provided by ouwr staff on the
besl possible route, depending on the ime
of day that travellers are making thear
jourmey, They secommend the mosk appro-
priste  option  for customers  and  will

A Wapping gift for
your Seven Sisters

Tumham Groen with ey about your
| knowledge of the Tube. |
What's In A Name? is a delightiul iitle

: irg how the statons |
on the 1hewr names, |
. with beiel hestoncal and othar |
lﬁuumummmm:
. , Its avadable from Marn |
| Bal, Farsham

a9 Walkngicn. .
ﬂﬁ!‘l’ﬂmﬂ;ﬂmmh

‘_-iil:::m-'.h traffic to swap boclies via the
Charnee] Tunmel, parily bo get round coni-
nental bans on Sunday lormy operations.

In Britain, RIS has been joined in recend
years by the Rail Freight Group n cam-
paigning for a proper transpod policy.
RFG, which spesembs  companies  who
already wuse madl, is asking for KL co-oper-
ation ip bdentifying rail bottlenecks which
will prevent an expansion of rail freight.
RFG secretary Chrie Michols who is aleo an
RIS member, asks people to ¢condact him
with details of gauge constraints, missing
chords and crossovers, roubes closed o
freight, signalling inadequackes and any
ather things which can then be cosbed and
diealt with under a foeght-related invest-
menl programeme. Write to Chris at 26
54.'1.I.1I:1_]1I_':I.' Lagie, Craford OX2 TLLEY

Svews from RIS freight committes

* Mlars 18 |'\-|.1|1|1|.11.ﬂ o open a distribution
centre at Bicester Park with a view to send-
ing muore of its products by rail

# Transrail is hoping to carry borry semi
trailers by rail etween London and Soob-
Laned mext year on s overnighi Enferprise
service, 11 is walting for new spine wagons
o be delivered .j|:TIL':~|n| before targeting

continae o do so. Second, Mr Thomas
markedly omits to point ol that Cheap
Dy Returns and Metwork Awaybreaks are
mol vilicl o on EnterCiby services leaving
Pacdingion between 1 ared 190 = a
restriction which does not apply on our
InberCity servioes out of Liverpool Street
The savings avallable with MNebwork cards
are fod as wide ranging as be implies and
the fact remains that the Mebwork Card
was not attracting travellers bo our Infer-
ity servioes.

This s |'-r~|:'h1hl'g.' not SUrprising sinoee kb was
sl up specihically bo mchease patromage of
the ¢ Metwork SouthEast routes at off-
peak times, when they have masch more
spare capadity than Interl ity fouwles.
[nterCity routes bhave a broader market
base which includes business and beisure
passengers in addition to commuters. We
ane looking at other ways of attracting new
travellers (o our InterCity irains

The withdrawal of the SuperSaver Bare bos
journeys from Morwich and [pswish o
Lopden and the South West has not had
any of the negative effects mentioned,
Passenger numbers ane incneasing  aid
revere @5 ap, with many travellers laking
advantage of the SuperAdvance Retum
tare, which s cheaper than the okl Saper-
Saver fape was This is fact, nod speoulation
ar i '|'«|.||J|I|.'.|'|| stabemenlt.

In addition the London Day Out fare
which is targeed -.I|'-n'|ru'.1||:.-' at day inp-
pers bo the Capital and is cheaper than
withir SuperAdvance of Supersaver has,

the 42000 trailers which al prosend go
every year by road! Until Railtrack carmes
ol minor infrastructure mprovements on
the West Coast main line, however, full-
hefght trailers will have bo continee b go
Ty roumd

# The Department of Transport has
refused to give a radl freight grant bo the
Post Offsce to extend the Post Odfice rall-
way o Hs new  distribubtion omire al
Wembley even though i would save an
enormous amaosint of road afhc move-
meends in an area already badly affected by

tralfic pollution and noise, Anotler ridioo-
Jisiis cision from the Department o
Rowds.

#* The Transport amd General Workers
Uriborn appears to have stopped Thlacking”
the transter of freighd from road o rail

Park, Higlon, Cam-
Bbricige CB4 4JT.
Sigve, piclured
befl, is also
national chairman
af ADS

A fare answer from Anglia

sinoe is launch in 1992, grown o a £
milllion a year business ans is still growing.
Finally, Mr Thoamas I.'I'II'I'II'IL.IiI.'I.'l- about local
autonomy. [t should be noted siraaghi
away that all major fare charges are
approved by the British Railways Board
within guidelines given by the Rail Reguala-
bor

However, it is our own local itiative fog
bocal travellers that has  Broughl thlf®
development of our new  Anglia Plus
tickets which are proving extremely popu-
lar with passengers in Sufiolk and Morfolk,
il it is our own bocal inbdative, with the
support of Ehe East Anglian branch of the
RIS, that has scen the production of a
madje, _|_‘-r|'|m|‘-1m;|'1' Cross-<ouniry  servioes
frome Fast Angli. which s not branded
and illustrates roubes operated by Anglia
Raitways, Central Trains and West Anglia
Ceral Mogthcem

As train operalors oar fmole s not aboul
alitics, or deciding the nabional frafme-
wiork foF the r|'|I|'H'|'I.'!¢' il.'ldu'-ﬂ:r:r = 1 & 1o
the best possible service dor travellers,
irmespective of the raal ndustry's structune
Wi are fulfilling this role with some ssic-
Ciss
Al Anglia Railways we encourage and
roceive constmictve commentzs amd ideds
from the East Anglian branch of KLE o the
benefit of both organisations and, more
impoetant 1%, rail travellers

it s wnfortunate that ihis positive and
ellective .\_-||,1|,1r|'.,,l||_|| WS ol |'|IJI"-IJ|.'1.1 b". Mr
Thomas, whise e o= I1|'||]I5r|-i L15]
further the cause of cur railways and those
who travel by train




Just who is subsidised?

& surprisingly large number
of molorists believe -
wionghy of course - thal they
are  subsidigsing  public
spending.  Jim  Yearsley
explaing that they am
igriarant of, or chodoes 1o dis-
regard, how the fiscal
Syslem works in Britakn,

Rewenues from MEHOring  arc
not pledged to any one arca of
apemading but go info a general
fumd .|'||'||:|=.;h.||]|' other  ewcrse
disties

[t is pointles relating motoning
taces bo rousd  spending. Yol
paght as well arges Pt jancs
om drink should go towards the
prowision of pubs

PrApart from e problem o

warvalinslangy the bamaslil from Dhe

T use of expensive  highway
infrastructure it is impossible
to quantidy the hilden cosis
|||'.|'\-:r~rn| b ehee sl viehibcbe
The pressure on wrban and
rural land space @8 critical bat
Fivey o v aocudabely cost Bae
r'.'ll‘LlI'l!.\'_ of a road wehdcle?
However on the allied subgect
of  congeston,  the  Freseht
T ransg=rt Assnrsibon sl
enabed that jums pow cost 230
bilkion a year. This works out at
over ER per wehicle

Al the moment, a typical
motarist probabdy pays around
ERl) o all axes  annaalls,
assuming a A% tax clement on
petrol. an average oonsumpe
Hem of 40 miles per gallon and
ar armaal meleage of TOINNR
It i= chear Ehal, ovien laking only
ﬁl\.lnﬁ_&-\-lll'\m cosks mbo accosant,
che maobomnst 15 not paving his
dues
Thiere are a number of adwversi
tie= facing the modemn molorist
gl B g 1o wishsiid st FVEry-
thing elee 1= nol omne of Hhem
Asmpaxing the todal cost of high-
way use, even d B could be
|_1|||.|||' accurately, 15 & -|_|||1|i'\-l|-
calal ACAGETN AL o £
Requiring mestoring  laxes 1o
cover such oosts would price
ol ithe moad all el ihe well-
heeled

The Governmient now knioows
this. [Independent  mesearch
]ﬂll_ll:'«hl_‘\.: in MNovember oo
firms what RIS has  been
saying for years = that cars and
bwmies cosd Britam at beast £
Billioi & ear in |-\.|||ul1|:r|_ Y
gpestion and acckdents. That is
three mes the amount ool
bectend in road Baxes

BEL¥s imeimilaer Davel Hioldlis esig-
maded im a report Lasi viear thal
the fkgare was E52 billbon,

ke v i ings risialy & mas-

- - ; 1-
Keeping trains running
This piciure proves thel RDS memboers get their hands dirfy to make sure the frains keop
rinadng. Pletured cenire & Rallwaich sssiztant sditor Janlee Uphill whe i2 8 sleam engline
driver al the Buckinghamshire Rallway Centre. Mrs Uphil, the only passed-oul female af

Quainton 8o far, is Ranked by, fell, Kreman Mra Mavie Sewlle and, pight, freman Mra Joalith
Emmaraad. Al fhvee wene pletured at the July Ladies Day at Qualnton, near Apleabury. Mrs

Uphill jokingly refers to the picture as The Three Fat Graces.

i the background is ex-London Transport pannier tank engine LS8 which was bullt by Kerr
Sheart [n 1930 and starfed work as Greal Western F7T5 I 5 now owned by the Quainton
Aaltway Centre but has worked on seversd occasions on London Underground'’s Steam on
the et Mrs Uphill who recently refired from working as o secredary with ihe MNabionad
Health Service has also spend T3 years helping with the Ouainfon Raffway Sociely's

adminisfration

sivie inmcrease o train subsidies
and cycle mouates  punely on
healEl g:-lr1|:||_‘|'\1 SAaF |H1|[1|!|<u1
alome kills up 1o 6,56 people a
year, according bo the -.|-.,|._-|I1.- by
Professor David Fearce of Lim-
viersaty College, London

His report pats o price on k-
Ikl WaArTTKIRE, notse I'H"]II:lII'.Il'I.
conmgestion, road damage and
acculenils

His .'|.'||.'||l||.l|r = fhe True Lol af
Road Transpert was compiled
with help from sin econsmists
im Four counkriss

We have allowed a steady
dndt o the moedor car 1o
develop without a true undier-
standing of what we have done
arwd what 1 s cosd us anel o
discemdants,” he sakd,

There is mo way that amyone
can argue any more that roosd

usieTs are paying the brue cosls
o travel

Piziure by E R Uiphil

World Wide network

The Intemet can be a valuable
ol for rail campadgners

In America, the Delaware Yal
ley  Association of Failroasd
Passergess  already has &
Waorld Wile Web :~||I|_' fof s
MaARAFine, lopgether writhi
Amtrak and commuaber tme-
tables for most of Americn The
alidpess = !IHI" I lebErtvmict
org S '1I'.'er.'d'|.'.|r|'- himl

We have tentative plans to get

Railmatch on the Web bat we
would like your help in kdenti-
tying other sites wEi-\.h mig; it
b wsrtuld bor rail travelbers anc
CAMLPRAIETH TS Please cosbact the
editor. For instance, do you
know how bo acoess other for-
eagn mvetalales?

The road kobby propaganda is
already  on e IEbermset,
I|I_|;|'Ih|'|' wilh healf Eruifhs alsons
rail. We maest respond

Europe Beyond the Tunnel

196 holidays with rail




Rail-sea link
is still needed

By Peler Cannaon

The elosure of the Felisstowe-Zechrugge passen-
ger ferry in October will have greal repercus-
sbois o business and iourism i Bast Anglia.

It sevms that neither the port of Felisstowse nor
the fefry operator are inferestod In promoting
and urﬁradmﬂ what was a hravily used route h!r
freight, coach and loot passenger tradii

But the service could be swilched to provide a
Harwich-Omstende service, using only one ship
on a rolling schedule.

Both ports ane il connected, ansd there are good
rail servioes from Harwich (o Ipswich Thourly by
Greal Fastern) and r:-l.;ul,_l.r services to all oiher
parts of East Anglia by Anglia Eatlways,
together with good London connections.
Ciostende s1ill has goosd rall connections o mios
of Europe, with hourly services to Brugge, Beus-
sels, Liege, Antwerp and Koln and connections
to almasd all of Germeany

This Harwich-DOostensle  route  could ST
Fh'l-"iuhr fior leisurne of business travel to Belgium
ard Europe from East Anglia, the Midlands and
Fhae skl of EI‘lRL'II'H].

Happy Christmas

Colour Christmas cands sprdially  commis-
shomed for RS are available this year. A
sample 5 printed below ancl right. Please
prder immedialely and we will despatch
prompili. The text inside the cand is Season's
Groclings. The three designs Iy Dhana Powell
of Bristol are Commienitices MNeod Stahions,
Take the Train for a Whiter Christmas, and
the Privatised Traim Set

The: prrice (post free) for six cands (two of threw
different dbisigns) with envelopes s £2.45
Pliasse semd s ordir, widh |_|'-||'l.l_'|l|.‘1 muade
pavable o EDS, (o Marin Ball, 8 MNorth
Wallington, Fareham, Hanis PO6 5]

PIGGYBACK: Narrow-gauge wagons loaded with timber are carried away from Po

Sun shines o1

Ome privale rallway is responding fo the
challenge b manimise its Feveee
Alfred Counly Railway in Natal has
"""R'"“'“'"d i deal with South Admcan
E-L,.il.u,-.q:,;. [ 5ls maArmow -Eage wWagons
b b carried piggybock fo their final
destination.

Char pacture shows the inangural train
leaving Port Shepstone and  heading
morth T\-t'«kh' the Insdian Ooean towaands
Dharban.

The timmber tradfic originates from Hard-
ing, &0 miles inland, and is carresd by
ACK on bis 26t gauge line b Port Shiop-
i where the Wikgois Afe fun on 1
pain line (36t sin) wagons for omwand
despatch to paper meillls ab Lk

The ACR rans Bamama Expross bourisd
trwims  every  wick  with  19580k-buili
Bever-Garrett steam looneotivies which
allso haul somse frolgbis,

The 2i-gauge trains mosw haud 120,000
popmes of freight a year incdluding tim-
Iser, stone, bricks and esven standand
containers

Soiutl African Railways, which trades as
Spoarnit, abandoned the line becaase il
cold not make it pay.

Enthusiasls took it over and attractod
investment from Europe, Amerca and

Japan = and friendly co-operation (rom the

main line awthorslcs

Ironically Spoeomet has lost nlm.'hﬁ.' ks
domestic freight  tradfic fo the &l-tonne
boeries rampaging aroisnd the country s
dercgulation

Observers are worrksd  that ihe financal
position of rural and secondary railways is
qetting desperate apd that this crisis has
risen because  of  subsidised  road
comupeedataom

Mo official attempd s being made o guan-
pidy thee wasd roded Inilding and maintenanoe
cxpenditure which will be necessary U
freight continues to swilch from il to
||1.I.|.|.

ACE director Charlie Lewis said: 71 fina it

RDS lott

August: I* Warren, Birmingham 5, C O
X145, Miss Joan Rustrick, Whitchaven £1
F G Challis, Cambridge £E7.35. Septembe
Foode £36.50, C M G ODell. Earls Baston
Mactarlane, Timperley £7.30, Roger Dewh
Rodherham 58, II'I Pitcher, Berkhamated
Reading £14.50, 1 | MoCutcheon, Porismo
Jodn i Lottery officer Dave Fmch o

Eiclderminster D711 615, I you would i
chque, made payablie bo RIS, to Dave. Inc




!Efuplldmmﬁﬂu.lﬁ!l‘ﬂr-ﬂ'ﬂ murin ine nefwork

Picture: Potor F Bagshawe

| privatisation

| depersse ng that we are making the same
muiadn in South Africa as Brifain. A oom-
iscomdception @ that rail eight oS
'\u[ﬁ.“.l-l_'\-l,l adel fosadd |lh‘IF_|II pays 15 o
Wiy
We hope to show the public that their taves
are providing the road infrastrchane wiha h
lorries wse while rall freight pays for is owmn
indrastrachene

“Foad haulsers miasd in fulune pay ther true
infrastrachune cosis

Buf the road feeight lobby & LI1|.'I'|.‘|.‘|!||"-]:|
well organised amnd benackouns so the only
way for us o sudcceed 18 lo get the pabdic on
T Side,

As in Britain, Mr Lewis warms that many
road handiers rely on speeding. overlmading

v winners

 Ormiskirk 53625, John Mitchell, Birkenhoasd
L M B Usborme, SErakfosd- ol ALE A £7.08,
phn Gaylor, Eastleigh 55840, Derek English,
.90, A L Reid, E inburgh Cl4.8), Andrew
|, Southampton 730, Oetlober: Mark Edgell,
500, K O Burton, Thetford £21.45, H L Cook,
.30, Alastadr MacGregor, Ouied £

w8 mew addrese 105 Meadow Hill Close,
join the RIS bottery for one year, send a £12
e yonir REXS mumdser if possible

amed damgeronaly long difver oairs (0 make
their profits

Elsewhere n South Africa, attemps ane
being made be maintain  the country's
mainline steam heritage within a madem
operaling rallway

Steamnet X0 ks helping 1o preserve mas-
sive class X5NC -6 looomadives which
wied to operate  the now  dbeselised
Eimterley-Lve Aar lowe which ks known ko
rakl enthusiasts throughoat the world as
one of the last strongholds of mainline
sbeam

Steamnet huas negoliabed wikl the rallway
authorilics to bring the giants of steam back
avery few months - o pall the mormal
seTvice irains operating over the lane

T farst wieek of such achivily was in June
and was atlended by I'|I'|Iﬂ:-:’!|r||'|| and provin

cial dignitaries who are keen to stimulate
torarisl mitenest.

Another week of sbeam trains is planmed on
the main lie as parf of the annoal
Mamond Festival of Kimberley from 29
r".["l'l|

#* Sieamoned 2000 can be contacted at MO
Bioww 2534, H||||.'|I-|.1||_':..' HAUNDL Sonipth Alrca

* Alfred County Kailway s ab O Box 572
Fort Shepatone 4240, South Adrica

Starlink turns
a new page

Kall reopening campaigner Jane Ann Liston
won full-page coverage in The Soofsman in
Odober o pubbose her battle bo take the
fallway back b 58 Andeews Seotland's
sl Ao lowm'

And in April she was clecbed as a Liberal
Democrat councillor on the miw wmatary Fbe
Coumcal. She belicves her siscoess i Bhe el

tion was partly a result of her batthe to bring
the railway back

St sied the thioisanids of I.-n'q'ﬂ-r whay sl
to the town in the summer for the golf Open
championships to highlight the meed for
trains

But Starlink = the grOUp she fpunded - also
paints cut that, as a day trip centre, a anivers-
ity town and a commuter dormitory. S
AndreEwvs wimild benelil (5 many othes WVE
iroem a raal service.

Fife Regional Council has conducied a 5
Aridrews transportation shiady, bui is shortly
1o s -a.lp.—mldnl Evw thie umstary File Cowncil

Although this new oouncil is an aggregation
o Ehree distrct and one fegional coundcils, i
i comirolled by the same party as Ehe cuareent
Regicm, which has so far refused to contribute
o a frasibility shody

Wik _|.|.|I|.' Agun ofy board, it &= h-ﬂrl."'l.l the miisw
council will have a different outlonk. The
local population is sbowly but surely realsing
that a radlway woukd be a groat asscl

Even people in Leuchars, the present rail
head for St Andrews, are realising that it
wiorild b mace for them b e able 1o get to 5
Andeews by Inein.

Trains bring jobs

The Highlands Hegion would lose more than
10, O} Eoerisds. and at beast 3 million a year
if rail routes were closed, says a peport Comm-
mbssiomed by | |l_|;_:|li.llh.|.l1 and  lslands
Fnl:-rprl.-u'. 1. 700 job= are dependent on rail-
ways in the north of Soofland which comaled
attract more tham 25% mdode visabors ol the
melwork was |l'|':|'\lr|'|'r|.1.‘| with “Mexibility and
imagination”. The report by Peda and MDS
Transmodal suggests that Motoradl should be
re-startedd and a railway development odficer
ﬂEIElI"Ili'\'I.




LOCAL ACTION

East Midlands
By Tany Ray

Overcrowding There was dangerous over-
crowding on the Bediond-Bleichley line
when North London Raslways provided a
singhe-car railbus i !h~|,1h'mf:tfr instesd of
the theee-car unit needed for the school run
e Bedford. MLE said the unil was delayed
after going for refurbishment and arranged
relied buses. The branch has protested b
NLE, particularly after last year's partial
closure of the line. Young people coubd be
tumed agaimst rail travel for lie.

Long way pound The Midland main lime
will again be closed between Ketbering and
Leicester on several Sundays from January
to March 196 Diversions are along the
freight line thiough Corby and over the
wellapd Viaduct to Manton Junchion on the
Peterborough-Leicester line. We will use
the diversion as an opporiusily 1o promdsic
railways and KOS A aflot discribing the
history amd features of interest on the
diversionary line will be distributed. It b=
hoped that, a5 last year, there will be large
crowds o make the JOUEITIEY OVET Britain's
longest matlway visduct The diversionasy
ling remains single-line working, following
a landslip and derailment

Gunning lor & station The East Midlands
branch B backing a campaign o ogen a
station at East Goscobe on the site of an old
prdnance I.utn'r:r aeag e Lelcester-Melton
Mowbray railway, We are hoping plat-
forms and a footbridge can be ‘E‘Luil g IETR
cheaply than Railtrack belseves. The land is
awned by Chamwond borouagh cimidicil,
which has safeguardid the site along with
a site at Thurmasbon (between Lescester
an Syshon)

Eurohub Progress is rapid on the Eurohub
terminal for Channel Tunnel freight w
Corby. Mew tracks have been laid for trains
up b half & mdle bong, and it is expeched
that the first trains will be using the terma-
mal by the end of this year. Companies
wsing the terminal will include Caelfoo,
di=tributors for Celroen and Prugeot cars.

m Scotland

By Douglas Smard

Half a victory Comgratulations o all those,
particularly  Highland Regional Council,
who wene mrﬂlﬂﬂhh" [ "'-'I'i'il'lﬁ thi Fort
Willlam sleeper. Bul we have poindied o
in the myedia that i was only a techmdeality
which enabled the Court of Session to play
& cructal fole, The Iraln was begally impor-
lamt because il was the 1I1I5.' O WS &
shorl sireich of track. 'We have called for a
sustained campaign o the resloration of
all the other culs which have already been
implementsd. Some of the culs, such as
Moborall, will have a much more sefws
cffect than would the closure of one
slecper. The scamdalous dropping of the
|_1|.'|_11|th|‘ s, |.1I“q|.‘h' tgl.'l'."l'l."d |.'|'|' ithe
politicians, leaves travellers with a choice
ol ﬂl,'ll.u'l_hi\'u sliwpers of l.'hl-..'lp and nasty
road coaches for overndght travel

Latkour sidetracked The branch jpoined
dogens of ofher profesters st a corsailishon
mecting organised by Glasgow  Disirict
Coundl in connection with the M74 exten-
sson which would cuf a swathe of conerele,

10

sopmve o 11 on stilts, through the oty We
and many others pointed out the lack of
evidence for the mech vaunted coonomic
bemefits of e roads and pnﬁ.hrh.&.i Fhait, i
wie are fo beleve what we ane bold, a future
Labour powvernment  wiodikd 50 the
scheme. It appears that while the Labour
party is |_;r|_-.'||. img corern for the environ-
mical and advocaling & moratorium on new
posde, o Labour-controlled council can
apply to another Labour-controdled council
for planning permkssion for a very damag-
ing msarway costing 250 malliom, These
I8 massive opposition mostly from Labour
controlled wards,

Envirenmental actiom The branch has
sl 8 submission o the Scoodtish LMoo
and the Department of Transpon on the
great  debate on iransport™, The Way
Abead, Scotlamd is far behind England in
the matier of links between moad bualding,
land wse planning and concerm for the
environment. We called for geeater public
tranesprt imvestisen! as an altermabivie bo,
et im0 asladition bo, road buildang,

Freight success Congrafulations lo those
who have successfally restored  Ereight
traffic b thie Par Borth Line

Reopening gem The reopening of th four-
mile Birmingham Snow Hi 1-Smethwick
rail line in Seplember represends a groat
reward foF our tepacious efforts since 1967
w Ben i lne services ceased using Sauow
HEL We urged improvement of the Snow
Hill rail services when BR managers were
doing the opposite, and fought closare ot
the Fli.iﬂ_"i.' hearing when the FTA of that
day claimed taxis would saffice for passen:
gers.  Twenty  years  agoe such RIS
publications as Cevrgrownd and  Speedrail
e [t maodern rail services through
S Hill, and many bobby misetings were
held. Twenty-five years of persistence has
eventually secured the welcome Jewellery
Linwe. RDS reproesentatives enjoyed the day
of fun, entertainment and publicity which
marked a tremenadous Im.l.l.“-h'll'n‘ for rail
development in the Midlands.

Robtien roads Efforts bo protect and reopen
the ex-0GWE roate south of Stratford -upon-
Avon continge b be frustrated by moad
schemies.  Warwickshire County Conanil
wis eapected in Oeteber (o abapdon plans
both to demaolish Alcester Road bridge over
the raalway at Stratford-upon-Avon and o
use Bhe radl roubte for a road. Hawever, an
alternative road i pow planned which
would obliderabe the well-used station car
park. On the southern edge of the town an
aooess poad booa reew howsang development
would block the ex-GWE line with a pow
156t high embankment. RS and  other
groupa  have oljected and ane lobbying
coainclors

Branch threat The theee-mibe line e Hone-

Midlands

By Alan Bevan

vhoume s under threal as the Ministry of
Dhefermce has decsdid 1o close the R.l.'l:ﬁ:l.]
Engineers dopot. In response to this and (o
e the zarly rwrumuf of the GWE
rowle, a pew Stratford and Birmingham
Railway Sociely has been formed. The
society alfeady has 200 members and RDS
s wishing be join will benetit from a
reduced subsoription of only £5. Wribe fo
SERS, 3 Athersione Ulose, Beddaich B9R
DB or call Alan Bevan 0121 745 6N for a
leafli=

Seation cosks Centne fas commisstoned the
Tech Ecom .._1_||nut-|.1m:.' o assisl o evaluad-
ing the meve for and the cost of providing
rail  statioms  and  services  on  the
Birmingham-Tamworth  and  the  Sution

Fark line Mossible new skations will be
conaldered  for Heanlamds Station  site,
Bromdord, Chester Road, Home Hall,

Kingsbury and Dorthill. The ;'Ir-h.'iltul [
park and mde will also be examined for
most ol these statbons. There & inberest
forening a rail user group for the Tamwort
lene and it 1= hnl,ﬂ_ld bia arrange a local
mueiting

Planmkng E‘uld.tllnﬂ In its labest Kegional
Mlanning Guidance (BPG 11} for the West
MidLinds, issuesd ofi 8 :"H'Fll“ﬂ'l"h."l'_. the
Government & urging  developmenits
pecissible fo radl commdors. The gull.l-.l:ll.‘l.‘
eenphasises the need fo encourage a shift
from private to public ransport, stimulat-
ing raal, bus, cyeling and walking. “RKail
services cam play a valuable role in serving
rural communibies, providing, commuter
services into urban cenlees, and *\-IJFEH:-I'hI'q{
recreation amal tourism,” it osays [t asks
authorities o consiler whether there s
poteritial fo reopen lines.

Aj last Construction of the 13-male £145m
Melre Line 1 & due to in this auhemn
from Birmingham Soow Hall to West Brom-
wich, Wednesbury and Wolverhampton. 1t
whwniled b -.ul'nr-.’.-u'i-.'- i 199 Mot seryvaoes
are expected o operabe ab six-minutbe e
vals and a Snevw Hill 1o Wolverhampton
Midlancd  Melre  poumey  will  take 1’"‘
minailes and seree 23 stope

Investment  Loadhasl, which  moves
S000N toapes of sleel a year by rail into
'n.".'nl-w_-ﬂl..'l.ml.ﬂ-:rn, i o invest CDl4m o han-
dling equipment and warchousing. Three
Loadhaul trains a day bring steed coil, slab
and  billet  dfrom  Lockerby  (Teesside),
Saunthorpe and from Europe via East
Coasl ports

Another mopening  Although  deferred
froe the current financial year, form pelans
exist for reinststement of the Walsall
Dhadbey raibway chering 199,597 at a fikely
cosd of C35m funded by capital receipts
amd & 3P% comtribution from the Exmopean
Reglonal Developmient Funad

South West
iy Gerard Daddridge

Another station Dighy and Sowton station
an the Exsmouth branch was officially
opened in May and is being used by people
wan|nF\l on the Sowion indusirial esfate
Mew hosises may be built nearby but

semil the area i solated and this pro-

ably explains why the adjacend SN-pace
Dighy car park has so (a7 remained ke
wsed. The station = well placed for moasd
links from East Devon and the ASH rom




Buckfastbepgh, Ashburton amd Chudleigh
via the M5 bridge. bat is uml;lquh"lw
signed.
Bus and rail links Daved Mathoer, Manager,
Wiest of Fﬁ_EI.IlLt. Regiomal 1-I'..'u1w.'|:|.'-. Souith
Wales amd West and Brian James, [Divi-
sional  Manager, Comwall, Westen
Meational Limited spoke tooan BES meeting
in Trure on 13 September on bus and el
link= in Cormwall. David Mather spoke on
the newd o develop frequent and reluable
services stich as on the Exmoiath e, Local
lraved accoiamts for 70 ie BFE of branch lne
custom and there = a meed 1o work dlosely
with lcal communities, as the Devon and
Cormwall Bail Partnership has belped 1o do
o Uhe "l'.!l."r‘_!.' lime. Through tickelang has
bern develo for connecting buses o
Plymowth City Centre and to the Bodmin
and Wenbord Kaslway, Brian James noted
P combribsibion of the counby (0 sypgsort-
ing eveming bueses. The 2125 Bodmin
farkway to Padstow bus wall waid up to 20
Lmamabis i nevessary for the 1735 from
|'.1|.1|.‘|1|'|_|::I|1| RIS has a SEVET P SiFa-
tegy for improving integration in Comawall
which inclades through ticketing and more
lamnetalsle informabon
Fares There was a national furore over the
increase in fares in the Paignton area in
Ctober. In fact, the rail fare incrsases came
AFTER the bus company runming parallel
servicors put up (s fares, w ith the pesull that
many passengers swilched to rail. We have
msde our protes! o Regional Failivays
South Wales and the West and the statu-
tory Hail Users Consultative Committes,
Elsewhiere there was also fare trouble. With
no Prior Wiarmsing the standard cday retiam
for purneys whotly sithin the S8 Erth bo S8
Ives branch went up by 15307% from 29 May
1995, and 9 lves o Peneansoe by 3%
Flarwhere ncreases were onlv 3 o 4%
Sputh Wales and West trics to justify the
increases by saving that they have had fo
fundd the refurbishment of the 1950s diesel
units that work the branch

®London and Home Counties

By Simon Martin

Media The branch has been spurred om by
incredsing media inherest in our activities.
Chiltern Bays et lh—-..hh* lobbwving, Chil-
term ix refusing 1o ran trains to the Sudbury
stations (north wiest London) in the mom-
g pacak buat ab least Chiltern has mprovied
i CVCTRIRE RO, Ihl_ ||'|;.;:1 |1r F|'||I-|
escapes us bat we weloome the extra shivprs
River crossings We have submitted a
resporse b fhe Covernment's East London
Fiver rssing  proposals  arguing  fog
improved mail devices before any  mone
rodd orossings are built

Metro The Essex Metro leaflet 5 causing
groat inlerest.

Airpart links BAA s booking at bus links
tor an immediate mmprovement in public
tramsport links while the dilaade om Fail
links goes om. The crocial part of this
debate i1 o maintain the souathern link
renabe of Beltham

Congratalations The South East Londeon
Transport Action Group's excellent surocy
shows e extent of work thal needs fo be
dome {0 make the rail network in south east
London an atbractive allemalive o the car

Fatare ldeas 1 Mext year the branch will be
oing o the th'l!lf-hl FOne 4% we by o
mel out why some stations are less popular

for travellers. Let me know vour candi-

clates, partieularly omes outsbde Loncdon

Fatore ideas I Look back in Ohigee will be
laumched in  the aotumn 1996, Whene
should London Underground be in the
woar AT Whal |uppﬁml 1o Ve n.Inran_-.-
mendern mctre campaign? This is o be the
branch’s boldest publication to dabe and
everyone who IL-l.'l.E'- they can help is wel-
coame,.  Mlease contact e in the  first
instance

Dates East Kent division at the Victorsa
Huotel, Ashbord on I December. South Wiest
diviston al Chessington College on 10
Famary 1996 af 1900 Branch AGM on 17
February in Tavistock Squane

North West

By Rabert

Cummings

Good news and bad Metal Box Traffic is
back on the raiks, courtesy of & block train
o Warrington and a tnp working 1o the
diepod . Wisthaughton! The sidin tar-
macked over when the Eralflc was laken ofi
rail, have motumed. Unforfunately  the
Guinness fraffic, from London to Ondsall
Lame, Salford, was switched 1o road during
the summer follosing a change in Fnﬂur-
tion and palletsation processes. Perhaps
members with a taste for this brow may
conshder taking thedr business clsewhiere!

Traffic at risk Also threatensd 5 the
limmsesbonae traffic from the Peak Disdrict bo
Brummer Mond's plant in Noesthwich, The
company has said it will switch bo road 6
the Lovernmant does not provide a grant
for new equipment. The proposal could
produce an extra 37000 movements of the
dreaded aggregates lorries = those poorly
maintained, recklessly driven monsters that
BT llur overcrowdied  roads!  Full
marks b the BBCs Close Up MNorth TV
programmic which continues o highlight
the memace of these lormics

Local Service Worries There are fears for
bcal rail servioes I'-nllnu.m'z ihie Cepeakber
Manchester Passenger Transpost Authoe-
itv's decision to withdraw from supporting
Bocal Fraim services. This sifuation  arose
fromm the creation of Rallirack whise socess
L'harsw- hawve effectively doubled ihe cost of
the Section 20 grand reqguired. What will
happen when these servioes revert o the
Franchise [erector is =6l unknown, even

though the changeover i less than six
monbhe avway!

Umcertainty persists Flans bo exbend  elec
trification in Manchester from Deansgate to
Saltord Loesoend have also fallen victim (o
the continuing uncertaintics surrounding
mvestment in the local rail network., An
ariginal estimate of £2.4 mallion for the
schemme, wias fevisid following the creation
of Railirack, bi» betworn £4.1 mulllion amd
58 milleon. As a result discussions hawve
taken place with a wiew bo an alternative
v er-coml schirme

Footbridge saved The historic fostbridge at
Hale Station has been saved  following a
campadign by rail users

Future branch meetings 25 Movember al
Crewe Arms Hotel, Crewe  {almiost
opposite Slation). 27 lamsary at Central
Library, Manchesber (adjacent to 51 Peter’s
':-,||.|.1n;~ Setrolank)

Shropshire and Mid Wales
By Chris Magmer
Heart of Wales Mose passengers used the
Heart of Wales Rambler special Sunday
services From Shresvsbury be Llandrindod
and Cardiff to Liandrindod. The Heart of
Wales Line Travellers’ Associatbon onoe
again advertised the servioe, prnl.'nd.ni
stewards and a Smacks on Tracks trodley
service.  HOMWLTA  also organised  four
soenic mindbais inps 0 supplement the
regular Elan Valbey bus tour. An exoellent
codaur newspaper promoting the line can
e l*"l'ﬂll.'ll.'\]. froam Bourist  information
offices: and main sfations. Passengers had
o b fumed away from one Kambler traan
1 August which was a single-car 1533 sel
This was the second Hene in a mondh 1kl
swempers could ot get on a Heart of
Yales Line train. Mot enough accommaoda-
i was provided for the Royal Welsh
Show week in July
Chieap fares Kegional Railways Central has
introshuomd a cheap fares policy for the
Cambrian Coast lisis over ihe  winder
sriod. The masimmem fare s £Y A survey
of all bridges and wiaducts is being carried
ol bo see if overall posmiey Hmes can be
reduced by speeding up the service and so
roclucing better connections at Machynd-
cth. There will be Improvements to el
summer’ s ametable.

Barder line The Shrowsbury-Chester line
skill meffers from -uprn.i restrctions which
are frustrating bo regular wsers. Moorclon
Hall School, which runs Gobosven Station,
1= moving o new scommodation in the
miakn skakion

Cambrian party We hope to oelebrate the
formation i 1971 of the Cambrian Coast
Lime Adtbon Groip which  sucoessfully
I'q.'-uhhi r-I'! ‘Ir-:um Fll'l.ru. ﬂul lmhl pro-
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bably alse saved the Conwy Walley Line
and the Heart of Wales Line, | would like
to bring together as  many people as
possible who have fought for the railway
wwer the years. John Rogers, founder ouems-
ber' af CCLAG, will probably atbend
Anyane cse who B interested in coming 1o
thee gathering and wha couild give support
in organising the vemil, Fl||.".'lﬂi-|.' conEact md

Chris  Mapner, 21 Dunwal Road,
Bridgnorth, Shropshire Wi 4MA
Eww&&."- South Wales
By Peter Clark

Ebbw Rail We are campaigning for the
T “i'“i"" af the Mh‘FH!-J'I-lEH:"-'F Vale line
with exhibitions and leafleting ot libraries
in support of the reopening. 1 incorporate
the Ebbw Rail logo which we are uEiTE
wherever possible, for instance af Dawpon
Kail Gala in Seplember - & particularly
appropriale oocasion &5 A & scial  train
made two tmps wp o Ebbw Wale on that
day. The local Ebbw Vale newspaper did
us pronad with a double-page feature on the
campaign. Support for the proposals. was
obtained from the Eure M1 for the ares,
Glenys Kinneck and we ane hoping 1o
seeure Milennium Commission funding
Extra trains KOS pointed out, in a press
redease, that Pacer anits being made redun-
dant by the West Yorkshire clectrihicstion
scheme could be used in South Wales to
help relieve overcrowding. Regional Rail-
ways poured cold water on the idea
Instead it plaps fo charge higher fares 1o
reduace the overcrowding

Take your cholee There are 11 versions o
the Satusday Hmctable on the South Wabes
main lime, some of which apply for one day
|'r|1..|!|-

Model franchise Our madel franchise for
South Wales was launched in October
Prepared with the aid of user groups, it
reflects thie bigges comsuliabion exerose
carried ol with rail passengers in the area
- a5 opposed b consultation with rail man-
agers i Swindon and other odficials who
hardby ever use the trains around Cardifi
and Swarsea. We hope our recommenda-
Eomis weill b hoeded 1'\-‘_'.' the Kail HL‘;‘IIJLI.Ii.'lI.'
We reminded him that rail culs mean maone
fradfic om the roads

Fail guide Wals and the Miarches by Bail is
available at £1.2% free from RS South
Wiles, B4 North Streel. Abergavenny,
Gwent NIT7 TED

Morth East
By Peter Alkinson

Reopenings Cateshead council asked s
abmd  peopenings  following A wiritben
enquiry by RIS membser, the Beverend N B
Wamer. Statkons suggosted for reopening
include Bensham, Team Valley i{new ska-
tion ), Birthew, Forest Hall and Killingworth.
The branch awaits developments.

Alnmaouth for Alnwlck A group has been
formied with the aim of resforing Alnwick s
Hnk 1o the East Coast main lime. b addstiion
to around B0 members, the group has also
attracted  support  from the Duke ol
Worthumberland who owns much of the
trackbed of the line. which closed in 1968
Obstacles to overcome include a gas pipe
linee laid abong part of the route, and a meed

td

o bridge the dual carrageway Al Cowald
wr s bcal commuter services (o Chathall
diverted to the much mose E-Iqm!nus Aln-
wich if the branch is restored!

Pegawond qrpq:d wp The stations at Pegs-
wosd  ane fiddrngton  have  been
refurbdshed by Railtrack over recent weeks.
The work invadved rakstng the height of the
platform to medern standards. Widdmng-
ton continues to produce a small bat levyall
bl of commauters despite ils meagre train
sepviioe, thi rail jamey limes fo Mo cantle
being a fraction of that by road and withou
the parking problems!

Victardan Saltbum A member of the local
users group (membership M and rising)
have been active all summer. They held a
display al the Victorian |'|_1-1|'r.'|.1 in the
formeer station buildings, and organised
excursions over the Boulby freight line
!#:rt of the old Salfburm-Whitby It'lnlr'u'l'l-l

v

v have established useful links with the
Herblage Line Working Growp which name-
bers among its mnnlh.-mh:fl local coumeil-

roup.

loes, and the Salibuerm “500°

Yorkshire

By lamis Towler

Duped! We were not the anly qh&gh* b b
caught out by the Franchise [Mrector's
pledge o safegiaard all Saver fanes which
wor read 1o mean all Saver and '.'!-l.|'|.1rr ".I.p'u"'r
fares. How wrong wie wiene was ST
when il subsequently became known that
the Super Saver — the maost popular fare for
journeys ovier S miles = was not oovered
As one senlor bocal government affioer pa
it= *1 feel extremely batter about what's gone
ot and think the discrepancy between the
impression given by the press notice and
the fine print now emaerging verges on the
diskhoniesl.” We have taken e matler up
wilth the Franchising Lhrector,

P5Rs disappoint Remember all  those
Ministerial promises of how the new Pas
seiger  Service  Requirements  would  be
based on existing timetables, the only dat-
ference being that 05 a consequende ol
srivatization services would tend oo get

ter? In the event the PSEs for Midland
Main Line and InterCity East Coast otfer
scope for corssderable cuts. The overniding
worry st be that if train operating com
paniis can make more money by munning
fower trains, they will

To be seen bual not heard? Althiugh the
official rail watchdogs, the Cendral Rail
Users Comsultative Uemmittes and  the
Regional Rail users Comsultative Comimit-
fees meet in public, little has changed
Complainants do not usually get the
change to appear in public and, n one
instance, a complainant was specifically
barred from speaking. But BE and train
operating cempanics have ther reght b put
their cases in public. W ralsed this with
the Oifice of the Rail Regulator wihe
replied: "Commitioes will mecd B0 ensune

theeir process is soem o b evien handed ansd
that the customer and the operator have
ejiaal opportunitics bo il rl::- facts and
their  representabive |'-:r~.|r|m1.n.' In Ehe
mcantime the EUCC for Morth Weskern
Englaiwl is to be complimended tos mwor
poraling an Open Forum for members of
the public at its meelings

Tunnel Vision | Member Peter Dendigh
was among thiese who had the undortunate
expenience of travelling of the 1422 Trans-
Pennine Express from Liverpeol o Leeds
on September 23 wiich was mg.'ui.‘l alminsi
twrie Byoiars o "‘;-l‘.anlll.ﬂﬂ-.'.' Tunel Becasiss of
defective brakes. Information was sparse
and the train was in semi-darkness, while
the air became “very unpleasan insleex].”
As Peter pul it "1 use the service nogulary
and pormally find it reliable and the stadf
helphul and courteous, bt on this occasaen
there  was a4 serious  lapse o
cammuncalions.”

Tunnel Vision 2 The 0915 Leeds fo Shefl™
figld is a useful train, especially for thos.
travelbine to Meadowhall or connecting
it the Midland Main Line o Shedficld. It
used to be popular with Swinton wsers
unkil the 0954 stop was deleted from the
timetable, even though it stilll stops there
[with doors firmly closed) to give preenty
o ile 0828 Clecthorpes-Manchester  Air-
Fmrl Wit asked Soaith Yoskshire PTE if “'l'.':l-'
could reinstate ihe stop. Back came the
reply that the train was not spporied by
thir PTE and that Tin the mew workd of
commercial confidentiality and marks
forces we ane not awaee of other operalors
changes antil a very late sage”, Mofeover,
they adeded, the (B54 sbop “could have been
creaming off somie of ur revenee " YWouw
ko 1E makies serse!

Lincolnshire
By Brian Hastings and Faml Jowett

Rall is the answer As Lincoln city's brath
crawls to a halt theough congestion, RDS
has suggested 1o Regional Railways Centrdf
that imore shaould be done (o enoHMIrage ra.
commuting inta Lincoln and other Linooln-
ghire bowns, Hegienal Morth Rast has
shown the way by adjusting timings of the
Shedfield-Linooln service, giving Cainabor-
cuagh and Lincoln an 0853 arrival. But the
Mottmgham-Lineodn  moeds a  stopping
service it Lincolm  from  Collingham,
Swindery and Hykeham

Strategy andermined The county council's
new public tramsport strategy alse wanis
trains ased for commuting and shopping
Buit in May Begional Railways Central aved
o Linoodn commiter raln be "save stock
Seasom bcked hobders and college students
were lelt high and dry. The resuli: The
cenamly conenct] mosy Supports Lincolnshine
Road Car o run in one direction only a
new service Hoston to Sleaford at 1710
Mendays to Fridays during term Hme. QK
forr students, no good for ord inary workers

AGM The Bramch AGM is on Saturday, 1
February #t Church Flall, Markel Rasen.
{foner M es Froam afation) &l 1330

Rosd lobby Even Humberside pobice
apparently suppost, albegedly onm sabely
grounds, 3 ples by the road haulage indus-
try that local authorities should spensd
councll tax payers’ money on providing




o hasiliers with seowre lorry comipounds
where vehiches carrying boxic chemicals
and gases can be parked safely. I acids and
s are bo e transporied, why not safely
v radl on which all movements ke place
arel stamdage en foaite B within a oon-
trolled safe amd secure  environeent 7
Railtrack has to provide sidings and yards
wilhoul local authority assstance. This is
wndakr brade and another examphe of double
stamidards.
Flying high The branch believes moee
hstidaymakers and business people should
(i) |.'I'||."|It|!'.|.;|";|-d by Hake Hee lramn B0 the
|.'l|.1n|" when flying from Easl Midlands
niermational  and Humberside  Infema-
tiomal asrports. Dherby skation has a coach
link 1o East Midlands, and Bametby (for
Humberside ."l.I.I'FIl!-TII has @ kaxd link., Pas-
.'-L'l'rqﬁl.'rh ring on armval for a cab. Mean
while i South Humberside the
f]l'\l‘ihnrpl.‘h-.*f!.1l'|l_h.l.-.|1_'r ARFpTE seTVICE
qliracting new business and |'-|~rru-q||n|1|.ﬁ
ngbove budget. A now initiative, throoug
rabl besking o Levds-Bradford Interna-
el Adrport Bas been inbrodvosd and =
doing well. Users book a through rail-
coach bicket o the airport. Tickels can be
bzl o the Erain

Boston docks Trade s kl'l'l.l|i1l|l.x r-Y I,qr“r
shevd  wianchouwse |'-F-|'r|-‘1.l o sfope  shev]
impaorts  before doelivery 10 Birmingham
slevl bermimal, The daily steel trains were
!'l'llﬂ'l."l.‘l off the rails three yvears ago. Now
port officials and custormers would like io
st over B of thee traffic back on rail. The
Depastenent of Transpor is being asked for
grapts to recreafe and update the rail
tacalities inbo the dock skill in sita but deter-
lorating after three FOAFs jid Biitmss
Hlbmuah boses owt Regional Railways
ME. as forecast by KOS, have redisoed the
memyber of L et horpaes-Manc hester Abrport
traing calling af thes point, Halsromigh as
cofsiderable untapped  potential, being
rapllead for Immingham (three miles dis-
fant with a pood taxa Bink run from the
roner skation odfice] as well as for the
Ancolnshire village of Keelby. Fiiteen calls
& dlay have been lost on weckdays and
aboinl hall g dogen on !‘i1|]||J.t!."1 Bin \.]'-_-\n;l 1]
the REmings. The marme coailkd b |1|_'||.||_l'|.'\-|_-|E
withoul axing the stops, by upgrading at
it same af the line for 90 mph mnning.
Crowle Loses Oul The wayside station of
Crowle won back (after 23 vears withoul
Sumclay irains) a «t::r]m:_g pathern of six
traans in skimmrmer andd four in winber. But
withoul waming RREME removed the west-
bound call on Sunday evendngs of a tran
which served returving  oniversity and
colllege stindetits, marses and servicemen.

Donf miss us oud This summer’s westher
contribuled fo a rse 0 Eraffic on the
Lrewe-Skegness moube but we ane asking

Envelope re-use labels

for wayside stations like Haverhouse,
Thorpe Culvert, Hubberts Brdge, Swines-
headd andl Ancasber, to be given a reason-
able service. Bural dwelles pay council
tawes and income lax ko the Government
and eupect some benefit from the granls
timancing rural rail servioes

Severnside

By Eric Barbery

Koad threat IMans for new rosds threaton
bee sty !hlﬂ\ ol b powe-closagd Homey-
bovarmie  rowde b HIJ’mtII.Sh.'lﬂl. which is
suppsedly  “protected” for a  light  radl
s e,

Bath Spa to Yate The “probected” Short-
wood B Yale section has been severed by
the new Shortwood bypass junction with
the parily built Avonm nng rosd, which is
“the worst Ihll'lrg 5] |.'1|1|:|1!l|_1.'| ey the soiath
west” = an M35 jor Bristol

Trams A cross-city mini tram network i
propased for Bath by Ulira Light Bail Tran-
=it Limited

Bustitution Buses have replaoed traims on
the Severn Beach peak services o Avone
miauth and prompied the formation of a
Frsrnals of Sewem Eh'-m.'h H.ﬂlih-.!!. Group

Misguided Just whenm rail freight could
redum o the Bristol-Portishead lHme, Bad-
goerline wanbs ko convert it into a guided
Enas sysbem

Through tHeket Experimental  through
ticketing  allowed pﬁ'\-plr iy igse bvigs ard
train 1o get 0 Broadmead shopping area
and Ehe city centre

wI\ﬂ.'kli'L! raads Plans 0 buikl a rosd
though Wells are being fought by groups
whe suggest the rail line from Sheplon
blalict should be restored instead.

Morth Wales
By Rod Fairley and Dave Sallery

Guidance W have offercd io help con-
sultants Steer Davis and Gleave when they
investigate ways fo improve public trans-
port in the Devsicle area, We shall argue for
a niw stabiom at Decside Indusirial Park
el havve offered a guided tour of the area,

flh‘-l;‘ fares The experiment on  the
Wresham-Bidston lne has |,'||‘-|11r|_1|_| A siae-
cesa. Hevenue is up.

Aspirations Furopean Tramsport Commiss
slomer Mol Kinnock asked bo see rail users
o a visil b Chesber (o hu,-I]'- promede MNorth
Wales electrification. He seemed (o undes-
sland our necds and aspirations. When we
prescnbed him with a folder condaining our
wish lists and other KIS mabterial, be oo
menbed that his wish list was bigper than
s Soeikers from all over the north west,
Morth Wales and Ireland spoke in favour of
electrificatsen. YWhat wils apparent was that
there was no overall manager of the leam

Way forward We are brying be persusde
Rl.'ﬁll.ll'l..'ll Railwavs Mol West 10 use sir-
plus aircondifoned  Mark 25 bo give a

better service on the Morth Wales line
where 90 mph runndng still appears to be
some way off, There s concern in the
region that Failltrack still say that the piri-
pect will happen but no longer quote dates.

The main pockel Hmetable for north Wales
services has appeased  withewl  Sunday
timies. Prospective travellers are advised 1o
ring a Sunday hotline for details.

Kiing Coal Household ooal 1ralific has made
a weltome refum o Llandudne Jundion
This traffic ceased with the ond of
speodlink bat the depol is now served
from Yorkshive by Loadbaul. However, the
5.1I1.|rd.1:..' BR fuel train bo Hirlvhead will
cease shortly. The depot will be served by
roae] from a lecal supplier

Feery bong salt Delays to the ntrodsction
of the fasl ferry B0 Irelamd conibine with
entry inbo service now expected in March
Flattarm 1 in Holvhead = owt of uee inde-
llr'llt'h dize b the poor concibion of the
trac

Toa far Plans to move Wresham Central
slation M0 yards to allow for a property
development which inchudes shops and a
car park werne .|.|y:-m-.-|,-d v Wrexham
Mavlor Borough Council. The council
refused on Bwo oocasaons bo allow radl users
b eledress them bo polnt omt the difficulties
th I"I.M'l wodld make o faal AT
By comtrast the council cleared the way for
the developers, Trinity Haouse Inveshmaenis
Lid, 1o give a presentation in the coundl
chamber, The council's action was o wntair
amd  pomsibly  flegal that the Wresham
Biskenkhead Eail Users Assocation is pro
testing to the Ombudsman. They  will
cotimse b fight this unreasonable plan.

Thames Valley

By Chiris Wright
Binliner traims The lest bBranch mieting
wias g sibe wvisit o Shanks amd MoEwan's
wiasbe bip at Calvert, which is served by
binliner trains. The grant system favours
raael 5o that fail is wp b £10 per femne more
[ nsive, Two nt|||||.||'| NOfdids & <SR-
rently cammied, bat 10 times more oould e
attracted bo rail if the grant syatem reflected
Ehe brae cost of Foad transpior

l:‘l:liﬁ.’l:ll:lﬂ.r We ul!lp,'l. bl o a4 i""-““"“ﬁ
application  for {'ul:hth"lf'u!d'r-r" sEabion  sife
which should not really have boen closed
and, wilh three surviving platforms, could
casily reopen

Back o basics The Chiltern Line Franchise
is, undike others, actmally based on the
cusbing Limedable,

Media coverage The Indepwradent on Simday
reported how rail privatisation has pushid
ap nuz‘mnl:l;.: costs at Kidlington — wp from
EANLINN) B0 ES5(LINND in three years. Uhdord-
shire has includiod the 1as La ] it TFP
el

Easl-West links The Ohwtord-Bletchley fine
lagures prom ||'H_'|I.I!:|- b the Sbeer [avis and
Cileave studv of East Coast radl links. The
initial repsort is due this maonth

Rall podential Councils in thie M40 cormdor
funded a shsdy of the poteniial for rail in
the arca. Peter Headicar of Ouaford Brookes
Limiversity will give a presentation on the
fincings at ihe branch AGM af Crford on
17 February

IEY - w -




238% increase

Willy the news thal Sirmhe lyde
region will esperience a 2385
imcrcase b the oost of rusning the
samme railway services thas year as
i ram las year, the Miniser for
railwaye and roads, Sl Waints,
inirodusocd & specas] grants ropaen
on |8 laly

The fepat wet aul the messares
the Govermimenl was [tk ittt [[&]
cnsune thal passenger Iramspor
euecutives | FTEs) obiain
financial cover Tor Bhe addisnial
costs That fall so FTEs anmd
passenger rans ol e
ehiis fimancial vear as a resali of
rfway Fesruciunng.

Railerack s sevess charpes amd 1hs
rollimg sieck compsnies” leming
charpes need 1o be al a level
which will cover the oosi of
remewals snvestmesd and cam a
peturn on thelr investeienl. | rmin
operaions also meed 10 carm a rae
ol pelurt o their oporabins
Thiese paljusinsenes reflect the fcal
goomomic costs of providing he
WETVRER B (UL, Ml Waits
enplained the purpoes of the new
eyl W i maLiase
“rassparency” e, 1o show what
cach iem of servios achslly
ol

Henry MaLavik {Labodar, File
Cierirald = Transport Spobcsman),
cpeming Lhe debale for the
Rt AL, '.FI'I'L‘!H.I]- FTE T
abcrul whal this moncy s i 25
used for, <1 (b allocaison wis
ghaoul proaviding more 1Esms m
Torkshive, Merseyssle and
Girgater Manchester, or maee
rervioes, sialwis, fallaay diock
(5] ""'"FI""""'"E' it i bl B
somci g 1o debale.” Hivweyer
T maddedd. “thas reon shoms the
rice of privalisation, notkung
e, Iulllhlrll.' 535

T A provade an oppaoriamiy hix
aticmpd public-pivabe
imaegrntion, 1o tackls compestion
and 1o sildress an inlegrated
pabilic iranspoet setwork.” He
skl the Govomineenl is w I'||IH,F fin
scpuander L2580 mallwon gvery year
jir paay BoF prviisation 'll'l'al'l'alll}'
the reEsCn e AT PR
sathoribes

Fugly Bavlew iLab, York)

il pected 1o say thai 1B CXE
miillson payahle 1o the PTAx wan

theee times he ameuni seeded o
wave e Yook Camsage Wonks h'.
buakiling 100 new carmiages [f
A o snbariham medways.

Air McLeash agread, sayisg:
“Mlinisters wha always lectune the
[n oL TR R [lll."."lll'l- mn |1,:|l1|||.
expendila ine aboan o 1P|.'I1I]
E250 millicsm o saimigply IIL'\llhIrl,F."
Foin Ciprrmaedl (Lab, Morley and
Lizexds Saosuthyp puninted ourl thas
mancy is aflocsted io distrct
councils im the Form of a "boli-on”
andl they will have the chse
whither b spend the maney on
EJiII-I.J_:h. sprvices af hold on o1l
fow oiher purposcs

Mr MeLeish wend oo “The
Government will pay hand over
fist s aiten up Railirsck and ihe
leaiimg companics [od
priviibiaalin arl ey will ol
course pay money 1o the rain
DPeTalion Companss,

NBr McLeish asloed lor o casl-lron
puaranice that the oxira eosis af
the privalisalics will b |'H.II|] in
the yesrs boyond ®50R. Hie said
{he metropolitan mnhodtics were
being dalogd ao gpemd moncy with
o guannlien abwniit the kimd off
railway syelem they will have.
Thew did nea knor which
Tl wiosbd be Tranchised
what charges the leasing
comianies will impoe afd whal
charges Halmk will impose.
The (ransparency of the ¢ash is
allsas wn aboiskit, A grmnt is a fiaed
sum that is paid o the PTAs ame
it can be sponl. 1 it s suhsumed
e 1 Fevenu? suppaor] grant
setlement thene is o guaranioe
thad i will be deliversd 1o the
Fallways or dehated om
Brliansne

Huge sums

Piind Tlew {Lib-Diemn, Motk
Ciommrwal ) quoted inc reasacd
changes to F'TAs as a result of ke
change in arranpomenis:

West Midlends - L1540 il
Wit Yorkshise - £22 3% mullson:
South Yorkshine - £12 million;
Tyne sndd Whear - £1.9 millson
Mereyshde - £49.8 milkion
Girenler Manghesier - E45.]
million. “These e hape sums.”
He semounced hai, o a resall o
the wbnle system of appaoationsng
grant b the prahlic ransport
sysiem in Greater Manchester, all

WESTMINSTER

theee poliical parties represented
i Ehe T A have agroel B sever
theeir hinks with Brish Faal and
have pulled out of their section 20
apreeme under e Tramsporn
A 190,

S Gunngll, menioning his bonie
a5 leader of the West Y oukiskiine
Maropalitan Counsil and bis
glFoas biv dey |.'|l\.f| new rallway
servioes, cupressed his ansscly
ihait scldiisona] ciml % AFIAINE 2% &
result ol privalisation woskl
make # Ech more diffoull Bor
thase exorcising responsibilay
bocally ko bring aboas
developments 1n services (hal the
publac wamt

Hee woend o0 o explain that af the
el FTES had the power o
wcl fares amd specily partispatnn
im mudt-xlsl i kelng sysIems,
gl wanicd the misAiser 1
poiifiemn that authon s would
comikifise o hold thoss poracrs in
the lwiure

Money-go-round

rlenudir Joe s {Lab, Hampateail
srell Highgate b ¢xpluined the new
reginse thus “Ths Phdd grani i
ated Bie 1Fad franchise diregtod wb
pays ARG TR Lo L e ] the
firm of track subady. They pees
o e Faaslimck which, because
il i still mationalised, rebens i o
the Treauary

“That is the enoney -go-rosrnd, as
Kedeh H0ET [ Lab, Sareathamj so
sccurmely called @: amd s, thix
ey s nod o pressmd b
lowsl b (bt pas payer. Howover if
il whsen Bailtrack s sold off, all
s ETHHY will md be ekl back
as s ol i willl B I
sharchoklers, (e shortiall beng
madle up from increased fapes,
mediaced mervices, or mereased
oouneil ax,”

Ms Dack=nn gave examphes whene
iz reamed track charges had
Brcaened servioes, nleding
Walforl Janction w51 Albans
Ay amd] Leeds 1o Praadiioed
Inecrt. ity trains.

She cliad o recend apimon paodl
shivaimg 555 ol Ussservalive
[ranny -J,p]'l-[l.lﬂ._'r\- iireaiig rail

[ walERElOn, (00 1R %1% BYER
atating they wiruld abandon the
parts cn thas pasue mlone

Y Ey “."l_-\.. l\.v.||1,;,||||..: up o the
Convernment, relucd all charges
Hiz said sists hsd not risen, they
WETE MWW Juisl e IIJ.."lI-[l.'lll.'IllI
He maintained thal the cost of
fanilsg, say, the Bt Alhans
hramch had previpusly beon
hidden by the pemeral aspayer
wihereas now ey wall be pusd loa
b the waer,

When chalbemped by br MclLeish
o ihiss pasinil. NP Wans r|_-|1||-_-|]
elisl 1B trock nocess comis foe
q_"l,.jl“[ll»,' e, B wpr\-'-wd-.
hing altribigd e other operaling
units within BH. The purpose ol

15 FESIMUE U Bl T Crimaiic
Irmnsparency w0 that cosls cosakil
b iidenitalied and anribanied whene
they h.'h.-np In answer o &
Turher charge ihal the cvira £230
il e l:l.'\-l||]|!|.'||| okl ol
pmsibly hate bl Badiden withim
R s accounis. Mr Was
mainised they had abways hega
ihere and Bis the new methosd of
scoounking Bad enshled then o
b dideniiled
In reqly b0 ihe anxicty ansong
Dhppsosibion members thal money
mmeant for the raslway might nol
13 sl railway sereades,
Whimnster peude the exbraondinary
sasertion Thal as dhe ".!|.'|I-\.-[I-I|I=.In
Anthoriies were all i Labour
handls i1 woskd B wp e Ehe i‘h
brcthres s take the maiier up
amoag thsmmsc]ves|
Mle Waine said thal as erack and
beasing charges had now been
aitlod”, a steady sste had boen
achiewed and that (e amsoaini ol
fumding would he adequane for
the services provided. However
“we have also agreed thal i
sigmilicam mchilifional gomle oriae
and are emiified. we shall ke
angprs e ke o the shondall™
Ok the question of profits for
R lonck shancholders, the
M sakl the Rail Begulabor
had irisaviesd om @ truck oo
charpiag regime o onsune thal
Railtrack vkl fund sboal D600
sl lson For peanfeslamiEnl
Ax 1o Manchesier FTH
vl raweal, S Waiks asscries]
I Manchester thinks il can lake
s Bual] ey, i wall quscicly Find
vhart 18 doses mol own e Ball; it is
miw hadl and | shall esle W away
] ginve il B I franchismg

digecing.” ‘“-.

Franchises

I @ debate in the Laonds on 17
il ¥ -\.||||."\-I||llh.'|| varicsis|y By
Lawre] Pt ol Yeovil, Laord
Clinbon- Drvis, Loed Marsh anid
Lased Mlonkswell coaceming the
refursal of the franchisang disecior
o allow Beiisk Rail so bid [
any of ihe framcinscs, Vidoomsm
Goschen (Conservabive Transpod
Spokorsiim in he Lol
rmaimtaingd tha Mimisiers worg
specifically exchuded from

| A=AFUCTnE 1575 |r.7|ﬂ\.|'-'|'-lllj|:
dimcitos on whether or mol BR
coubd hid lor franchises. He
sappested thal the francknse
irecton would make comparisons
Eaebueeis thie s and e cosl ol
B combimuineg (s fum the s,
tut that the resulls would soi be
pulbdished as I:|1|.'5 widil] b
commectcially sensitive

Lisen) Mbonkswed] windered why
b that case [TV [manchises were
alocatend on an open bad hasis
Lesnds Clissaii-Diavis and Marsh
maintained that the franchise
dieccsor wans denying the will of
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Parlisneat by Bockang T
sppiscalons 1hal BR had made
anid that the poblec bad a right o
vy w2ty (B2 beidls o thee
alleeated franchises wepe hetler,
WOrsE, MEwT cupemsive of choapor
than those which would have
Been made i the Csovemmens hod
taken 1B mwlvice o thes Houss
and allowed BR al keast 1o hane
s ki commidened
Fprowirin Flaoasad of W albwsil
icaabricad thal the (R'RAF seall
wiere comgsetent fi understand the
value of ihe different bids in any
cake, They dul nod seeem 1o
emderstand the importasce of 3
meiwork ameld when
askoerd ahowt this they referned o
|l srhofines iy peoveds
rpiils as o what parts of the
nitwork and which CONNECting
Rl Wl P el enipasLalil

Timetable frouble

The failings of Railirack’s
Timetahle were highlighsod by
the then Shiadiow Trafisps
Secrelany Wichwne! Meacher a e
debale on privateation on 1§
October. e sasd it had w0 nuany
ermods || Wik having b be
reprinied and sided:
understand thas irsins were
schiodulied o collide om the roule
[rorm W mleahoo 1o Eueter.
“The Tories said Bl povalization
wemh] reduce burcaucracy. [m lac
the increase en burcaucrscy wall
e stiflingg. Acoording o
Feailrack s begal advisers, far
gvery slahios wsed by i thas
one of the 23 tmin oporaiing
comnpamies, There will have ts be o
4 2-page leas and a | %-page
al contract amd a 31-pags

sl sooeas agreemen, All the
docamenis kave 1o be cusicamized
andd thore ane 25900 viations.
T koo commplexiaes of 1has
crncigpol privatisation sbnbare
are maindy resposnsible For the
comitinssalily missed deadlines and
abandonod Laigcts.”
The previois Secretary of Sise
had said privatisation would
“provide even greaier woope for
pravate caprial b b impecied sgo
hemer (acilickes,”
But Mr Mescher ssid: “Since
privatisalion was amnounced in
19RR2, Emvenkmien] mn the nelwiork
Bt hislved an real reeres, L a0t
Erivatization has peneraied the
higgest dearth of investmon in
the histiny' al ghe sihiskiy
“Last vear, for the find time since
the war, there was nod & single
arckr for new rolling stock. The
Picvemis Seorctary of Sial sl
lwn vk "My jols b6 1o A,
belore ihe nex eleciion, ihat our
viskon is the nghd one.’ He
certainly has a hard job

AND LLOYD BUTLER

TCH

“Perhaps b could make & stan on
his task by irying 1o persasde the
workers al ABB al Yok, 1he
mosl cilicienl skilled carmage
Paliders en Eurnge, sal his vishon
i ke righ o when B is the
Cionvernmem -indbeced imvesimsend
Iligha sresing Trosn (e valesstios
(hiad liss sl deseroyed TR0 of
their jobs.” Sir Meacher added:
“Labour wants il moncly a
puskalic by owncd palway but &
mach hetier railway, We wam o
rail renaissamce in this coaniry.
“Owr obgective i a high-spoed
ranl hink, md medely Troen he
Chasne] Tosne] i Londin -
under itz Govermamen that is 10
yoars 100 |l = bl up throogh
1k Beart of Hintam b b soh of
England and Scotland, wiihs bigh-
speed conmections bo the e and
wisl of England amd 10 Wales."
“Chur ofyective s o tramser
freight from rosd 1o mail by
creating & piggyback freighi
petwork wall Teegh lermusals s
all major urbsan and srdustnal
WICas.
“We shall develop a matienal
pulshi Iranspor (doeTRarHn.
network integrating raal and light
radl with b services whenever
le€asahile
“Al ihe hean of our palicy i 1he
imteprated trassport sarategy thai
1his palzon desperalc]y medds.
Such a stralegy i incompatible
with the privatisatson and bresk.
up al our raslways,
“The sesitier this ahaurd
walisation is swepd away inko
E thewiban of h|.1.1g:. the betier
Foof b palon”

Obligations

Andrarw Mac Kinley (Lab,
Thurrock) asked whal woald
happen if a franchiser ‘rals’ on
s obvle ot os, | was mn
undertaking from the Secretary o
Samte that il there & any ailere
any roncging on lhe frnchise -
Ikt pawt of 1he service will be
henughn back isto ike public
service immediately,

he sand

Sir rrorge Foung, Secretary of
Samie for Transpon, resposded;
“It would revert to ik franchising
direcior, 1o the CHhice of
Passsmper Kail Franchismp. 1Tk
person wih the Teanchise fos thay
seven years reseged on his
obdipations, the franchising
ifector woirld have 16 me-la the
franchise.”

Soir Ceeorge sasd ower the Last 45
years, traflic bad dropped on the
raalways and the “monalithic
msmoply Laaled ke passemiper
B Ferry Lrwiin (Lab, Worley)
mkond: "D the Mimister nog
thank that the conconiration of

rfiracrg=
(I

pubdic investment in roads daring
that period had something 1o do
with it™" Sar Goorpe sasd ni
Covwrvmeth Dameongdy [ Lah, Crowe
sl Mantvwich) sabd Sir Geonge's
speech had heen wriiten
presuniably by the same poople
who ol the spoeches Tor Bus
sk &

“The Secretary of Siate. fike mowsi
of his prodecossors, is hoping
el walls any luck, B will s be
i Bis oy leang, 5o it will mol
maiter B0 him whal lappens when
the Goaernment s palicy oomaes
hayime By poaosd i @ Bag way
“Railway men and women have
beem ireabed with open conlemgd.
Thay are lorbedden 1o speak
openly sl the probleiss thal
v in their daily jobs. Many of
them have been sold they are no
lomper weeiul.

Investment
“Enecutives who boast they do
nit understand the s ystem are
brodgh in booofganie, ansd the
resuilts age seen From day tooday.
“There is poing 1o be a palitical
catsarrophe for the Ciovemment
that will make their previcas
idsocics ook like a beginner's
elfon”

Jodin Heppell (Lab, Nottingham
Easiy said  Major General Lennos
Mapier ithe retiring chairman of
the Cemitral Ral Ulsers
Consuiave Coimamibioe b el aasd
rai] imvesiment has never hees
lomer For 20 years. Uneil 1993, i
wirs running ol around £1 ballon
ped year, b s Bow dows e
L4100 millicn,

Goneral Napeer had sasd that

il FastruCIuee was deleroaling
] Bal up o K% of delays wire
caueed by islmmsons: ture (nibares
such as poor signals. He said
thero were 26000 [ewer coaches
1hein thede Wele s Ve ago

Mr Heppell said b fesred the
lnees o mn entire industry (modling
stock makers) hocause of the
Civvernimenl s shoet-saghted view
Feter Luff {Con, Worgesier)
insisied tha rail passengers now
hadd a guarasice abosn rail
services , He sdded: “1 helieve
there is o guaraniee on the sleeper
services 1o Cormssall ™

Pl Twder {lLih-Demn, Comwall
Meorth ) Eervened to enbightsn Mi
Luft

“The service from the West
Comntry b Scodland., far from
being puarantied, bus aciaslly
hesem removed T he said

B el 1 - —

Wi Loff respomded: = was

referring i the service belween
Lacerwchiony anall the "Wiest Cosaniry.”
Fagh Haviey (Lab, Yorky
highlighted the Hesketh neport on
signalling. commissioned afier
the Clapham disaster, amd kept
sfCied i) pan

It lissed 95 remewnl schennes in
order of privaify and sel a “lales
sarn date.” Thinecon schomes,

el el e ensl abasi £ 17T
milliom, had 'lstesi siari daies’
1993, 1598 mmd 995

Hi sand Kailrack chiel executive
Feshin Eabrmasnals b el (ke
Ciommons Transpon Select
Commitice by giving the
impressson ey did not nood 8o
widry Al (b Hesketh repon
“Une finds that three quariers. of
Hesketh's top 13 schemes, whach
whiuld have been started this
wear, mie runieng Behind schedule
of huve samply boen shelved
altopether by the Govermment.”
wal Mr Banvley.

“Pape alier pape, the Heskalh
report revests glaring Taulis with
'.||¢r|.||'|||lg s algTETh e

Moy Meladaly sand: “Misisiers,
aided and abenied by Sir Biobern
Haorson of Faalirack, ae gwilty on
a mambi of coniils. The il & &
[ETOss misne ol Epavers
money. By any objective
amalysis, somscthing hke £1
Balhios Baas becn speml on Bhe

oy il Pefoeess al a Dime
when the imdusiry is suffening
[romn chironic under-invesement.
That aemiply canid b fighd

“We are also witssssing the
mimdless deasnuction of the mil
noiwork.”

Defeat

Labsoiir's mastion calling oa the
Govermment to ahandon the mil
sell-ofF and swwich oxpondiban:
[Fedn pRimdhing e Jdoghina of
PrivElsation 0 improvisg & vital
pubdic service based on renewal
of rolling stock, upgrading of
liewes amd highy stasclanls {of
passengens wins deleaed by 250
vl B JEE

Fave days later, Clare Shorr naade
hed dibwi as Shadow Trafspo
Secretary (replacing Mr Meacher)
when she ald the House: ©1 wam
anyone conlemplating bidding For
arry pan off e fail Betwork that
thene will be mo gravy rain for fu
cais oui of ihis one = and iha
Labour ingemsds that the radl
wynieem sl remanm in pulilic
awnership.
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It’s a full-time job

Looking after ithe interesis of rail osers and
trying to promote il development s
bevode almost a full-time b for many
wilunboer officers of KL

S the socicly is moving towards the
appainimmeend of a fll-tme officer, as
aprecd &l Ehe 1995 AGHK. That means we
miped by Increase our IRooETE

T di this, wié midisl [irsl reorsil mare miem-
bers, W wand 4,000 by May, so we need o
sttract 100 pew members a month

Weenrw amd Wales leave .|1r|.'-.1|.'|1.' done well
on this frent, Individual membsers can do
thesir bty eeweder, by approschang fremds
and relatives, colleagues and acgaintances.
A sedection of leaflels can be obtained irom
Rovwland Dale (address bebow)

We also plan to rul: details of RIS and s
activities on the Infernet in 1996 and bo try
somee direct mailing expeniments.

The Mabional Ewecubive has decided o
imcrease the subscription for Ehe firsd lme
in wears. From 1 January it will be £12 for
qltl'\_‘hmr:.. TS, -..'-IurlLar:..' baxclies and
Fl.ﬂnﬁh M ||'\_ E#H for IJI'I'l".'ﬂF;"l.‘J. "-llﬂ'\-t'l.'l"ll
ardd retired members. Cther mtes will be
unchanged. Compared with subscriptions
tir similar maliona] bodies, BDS still Blves
oo valud bos mney.

We am exploring other ways of ralsing
mancy, ncluding the expansson of our
mamnthly lotbery. [n due course, the sociely
may alse be reorganised into a limibed
COMmpsany and & rl_'H||l-ﬂI.1I.'I.I |.'31.1:I'I|::|

Toeny Smale and Martin Ball are rying new
salis lines while Peter Cannofi s services in
booking Fumostar and oiher Continental
tickets provide the society with a modes)
R LTS r|.'.|'h|:'|h"-|'\.-r‘|1l'r|.|'~‘~iw.ll1.

Ocasionally the society has benefited from
bepacics. Inbeedl, our frst Rail Develop-
ment Week 10 1962 was largpely fundod out
of £500 which & member lett us in his will
If wous do plamn fo leave sy money to RDS
im this way, it would be hetpiul if you
could sencd @ sl 1o the General Secretary

Asking the right questions?

The Department of Transport has commis:
gioned comsultants o fimd ol just whe is
stirring up all the troaible over rail '|'ri1'.1t|--
ation. They have already conksctsd KL
chalpman Steve Wilkinson whoe agreed o
send them informatien aboeul KOS

This is one of the lales] sialions o open on

GF‘EEH Line ﬁrﬁum;mlr network — Sutfon Parkway, shown

herp

consirisction. Robin Mood [ing

irains began running from Nottingham fo Sutton Parkway and Mansfield last
month, RDS members enjoyed & champagne breakfast on one frain on  the 28
Novembar Fun Day. To celebrate the reopening, the next RDS national anmeal
general meefing will be af Mansfield, on Saturday 4 May in the Queensway Sulte,
Cooperative House, Mansfield. starting al 1100, Guest speaker will be David
Macintosh of Reglonal Ratlways Ceniral, one of the prime movers of this scheme.
MHe will hisve ideas how io gel the noxt stege of the Robin Hood scheme - o
Worksop = opened quickly. Meamvhile another major rall schome was complated
i October = the Sheffiald Supertram scheme. Pichura: Julian Largsion

Missing fares

Thank yami b OVET W members. wha o0
leted questionnaires during the autumn
fr imitial impression is that siaffing caks

afe ||'\.-\.|11h'| bots o pevenae for the r.1t|'-".'.1:|-'!'\-

Chur passenger commilter = working on &

full amalysis and will issue o repodt slengily

Cycle ride 1996

R Archer plans 1o organise another fde
next year, possibly in the West Midlands.
This ywears mde raised over £40 for the
Sockety's Rail Defence Fund, as well as for
other caumes, and belped  publicse  the
[Merehanim r|.'|:|Fl|'r'|il.'I|A CAMpRUEn [T

Ratlratcl i edied by Ray Heg. 4 Chestchonc® Soguare. Londgoen ER 7HU
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A1 oy o T na e, 85 b published in April, musl b in the Bands of br King by 30 Jafusny
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Genersl Secreteny: Trine Gt 15 Clapham Rogd, Lowaiton Sufisl MAXZ 1AQ Tl 01502 SHVTE
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L2 pow year pensonety., dudents A whempliyed DO weer prougs afd el oounois T1F offer ot
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would be inberesfed in taking part in & 146
ride, o have ideas for publicisang it please
contact Rob as soon as possible an 62
Checker Street, King's Lynn, Morfolk PE3
SAS, It would also be helpiul bo ke
wham vou coald do a ride The rdes an
usially on & Ssturday in June

Another job offer

Bob Archer has also bevn achive in wriling
br Eraan operating companies al=dit the
wiliches for the carmage of cyles on trains
E.ul family commitments mean he wishes o
hand over Elis task o semeone olse. any
membser B inberesded, would |||l\.'_||' |."||.'l'|‘||l'
conlact Rols (address above)

Eurostar travel

W'e hope fo rum sp uil BEirostar irips from
Wabterlon to Ashiord fo Lille in January; b
oedebrate the opscrang of Ashiord Enderma-
Honal sfakion on & |ameary 190

Peber Cannon alss reports that there ks sill
space available on the Spring 1990 tnps o
Lyon and Germany

Petier can arrange raill travel from your local
rail station (o Europe by Eurostar, o rail)
s, For full details of above fnps or
European rail cruquiries, send an s bo
Peder Carmen. & Garretl Cresoend,. Leisbon,
Suifalk IFH ALK Tel DIT2H BMGM: (@dne
i) 01473 215000 {day ). Fax (47 A ET L




