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Goodbye to the road runners

By Peter Clark

The imminent demise of Gwend County
Council is being celebrabed by RDS in
South Wales.
We now believe our l-'-!m]:'-I.iE;n v pesbore
m irains between Mewport and
ale in the Western valley should
e with sucoess,
The immediate goal i o encourage l:::-n:il
attitudes in the new unitary authorities
which will succeed Giwent nest May.
To this end KDS sent 5D innnaines o
all candidates close to the Western Valley
radl line io the unitary-authority elec-
tions in May this yeaf,
We received 28 replics from candidabes
who indicabed 100 per cent su for
:i;ﬁidpﬂlirhmpﬂﬂh‘tl ir ared
Eﬁ;hﬂ plections, we have 12 coun-

wcilloes pledged to help us in our push

When RS was formed in 1978, it had
barcly 500 members, ils joumal was a

few sheets of typescript stapled © er, It
had no administrstive  staff, National
Executive members offectively subsidised
the society and it ran out of money in Sep-
hernber each year.

We have come a long way. We had 1000
members by 1984, infied our firsd
administrative officer two years later and
started national priss advertising in 1967,
Fach year membership has shown a net
imCTeasE, it 1o over 3400, and we
na lenger have regular finandial crises. The
challenge now is 1o increase our member-
ship and income to the point where we can
pay a full-time officer while siill being able
fo afford national and lecal campaigning,.

influencing poweriul people osts money.
This we spent over 500 on printing
and distribusting a high-quality report. on
East-VWiest Rabl Links.

It was aimed particularly ot MPs and coun-
chllors from Safiolk to Wiltshire, who are
alse the targets of sivie |obbying by
besdies such as the British Roads Federatvon
- 501 it had o be smartly produced.

To save postage, East Anglion branch
chairman I‘u;‘t-l:'r!lr'lu'l'ahdbrld deliversd a
comsiderable number by hand and | cycled
arcund  Lowestofl I!lumng them through
counly councillers’ doors.

This wias also taken lo Brussels by
Fay King. John Barficld and Richard Mac-
Ohseen, who discussed it and many other
issues with Euro Coemission  offi-
cials. While we could nof afford to bankrall
a ]u%"!’rﬂh&' for Ehvese officers, we did
pay towands their Eurcetar fares.

Earlier this year, £260 was spend on Gasprig

F

to restore the passenger trains, Perhaps the
biggest hirdle of our campaign is overcom-
ing the negative attitudes fostered by
Gwent County Coumnil,

In 1991 Ehits comsultants’ report looked inbo
the !mll'rl-fllllr of the Wiesterm Valley line
andd other rail passenger projects.

The council | the corsultans’ recom-
mendatboes for irvestment in stations af
Caerleon, Severn Tunnel Junchis  and
Magor, so the E42,000 spent on the report
LR EY a wasbe of MO

Worse, the set back the Western
Valbey servioe use it made some silly
assumptions and claimed that & subsidy of
£13 per passenger would be needed.

This figure has stuck in councillors’ minds
and RIS pow has the task of pointing oul
the flaws in the report,

Chiel among these flaws is that Ebbw Vale

Growing

richer and

stronger

jor Air, a good quality EDS pamphlet capi-
talising on the art of the Hoyal
Commission on Environmental Follutkon
and aimed particularly a1 opinion fofmes
and decisbon takers,
In June RS was featured in The Diserver
and one of bwo members complained it
harmed our image by distorting our vidws.
We cannot guarantee that the press will
primt exactly what we wani, T
printed & letler of mine for the firsd Eme
pver o the beginning of January, but enly
after | had agresd te the omissicn of one
paragraph.
The only way we can be sure that our full
and  exact is conveyed in the
media is by paying for advertisenwents.
This year so far we have spent £1,400 on
two  mxtional sdveris, as well as
st sums for il.:lul ane specialist purnaks.
Branches have also been able io call upon
mational funds, Cwver £130 has gone to the
Morth East branch this year for a publi-
cation and work o form a new local users'
p while over C30 was spent ralsing
our profile in Kent and Sussex where the
road would like a multi-million
Emmnhd{h' way from Folkestone along the
th Coast,
Some campalgning organisations spend a
high proportion of their ncome on stafi
salarss and expenses,

We spend less than 10FE on honorans for
the administrative team and travel costs of
officers amd mvembers b atbend Matiomal
Executive mectings. That leaves 9F5 for
SEFViE members  and  running  Gaam-
palgns. Let us iy fo retain these strengths
of our Sociely as we work on the next stage
of our growth

- one of the biggest non-rail-served fowns
in Britann = was nob © as thie toer-
minks of a service because o stechwbirks
mow oocupies the site of the original sta-
o

We say the town should be served by &
station ab the site of Garden Festival Walss
where a  Chim-a- farl-:-r:p.-hnpmr;ﬁ
::nr:ndpba is betng It, alopg with -
dreds of homes and some fachores.

From that point, a feeder bus wiould oome
pect with trains bo serve the lown condre
and sormi hoasing estates

The concept of feedier buses has been pro-
ven in neighbouring Mid Glamorgan, and
RS suggests a sevond rail-link bus fo
servie Absertillery.

Thi consuliants also assumed that a station
shauld be wided at cvery settbement
although I'I.t'lll.‘.'l-Inl advocates  restricting the
number of slope

This would reduce capital costs ansd

up trains so they are competitive wil tihe
sumphesas new roads provided at enor-
mous expense by Gwent County Cosinel
for the benefik of the car-mwiing minonty.
We el the comparison between Ebbw
Vale, Aberdare and Maesteg cannot be
madi toss aften.

The last two towns have had their il
services restored recently, with fundin
from Mid Clamorgan county coundl .mﬁ
Enrope,

Bath rail services ape successful bo the point
of being Anancially seli-supporting_and
there is no reason why a service be Ebbw
Vale should be 5o different as to need sulb-
sidy of £13 por head

Ohir campaign has anoused comaiderable
interest in the asca’s e iparts, and we
were invited to brie m:m:;h of Blarnaw
Gwent Bogough Councll and its chief
L BT,

The council itself = an RS cofparate maom-
ber and the councillors seemed  defighte
that wo were able bo produce solid reaso
why the rail service would not be anything
like as big a drain on their buedget as had
previously Iseen made out

Lottery winners

First prize of £400 n the RDS anmual
mational draw went 1o Mr A W Stacey of
Recdham, Nosiolk.

The diraw ook place at Bookham on 29 July
with E200 going to Philip Atkinson of
Wiatlock, C100 fo T Bruce of Totnes, £50 to
Colin Clark of Deddington, Oson,

Book prizes went o Tom Fairhall of
Brighton, Goddard Pickett of Leaminglon
Spa, C Morris of Redditch, John Keynolds
of Tauntonm, P Gardiner of Dideol, lan
Liewelhyn of Harlow, G ¥V Crine of Tramo,
Mrs M Smith of Goring on Thams, | Thor-
Iy of Morecambse, C Spires of Masdenhead.,
E Forbes of Morwich and [} Reavil of Ash
Vale, Hams,

Thanks b all those who qu'?nl by buyin
and sclling draw bHekets. We are [lln'anu‘z
that the draw resulted in our maising over

C2000 for our campaign for better ol
SOTVEES,
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Half-s

Eurostar frains continoe  fo
trawel 1n Brtaim at half the
spevd they doin Franoe

And while Belgium is now
building its  155m high-
spevd Bine, the British Govern-
ment is sl thanking  aboat
butlding the dedicated Channe]
Tunned link Ehrough Kent. It
should have happened years
aga, but now it might happen
by 2O, O woe are lucky

More changes fo the presend
s heme an'ﬁ'\-nn,g suggested by
the L Ommns
OO IE D

Thie MPs zay an extra EE7 mil-
fion should be i on eatra
tunneliing  at wkkigg e
King's Cross

They abso sopgest building o
2 million box at Stratford to
allow for a fistune station there

Thiy also suggest there shouald
b around 8 million prosvision
for freight, in the shape ol
||_1:||_1\. an the frw Line |'|;||J. lisiks
o Ihe Dollands Moor freight
vard near Folkestone.

The Government looks  |ake
laking 1he same lackadaisical
approach  bto Britain’s  main
limiees, .af'h'rlrrl.%adinp; over the
chosuire and  emasculabion ol
iy of our branch and secon
dary railways,

The Wesl Coast maln line o
Birmingham. Manchester, Liv-
crpoal  and  Glasgow, e
Madland o Lescester, Shefficld
ared Moltingham and the Greal
Wistern lni]nirul._. South Wales
ard Cornwall have been crying
ouf for action for years bud Ehe
Government has b confenl

sl

M et things deiit while the

inerCahy 125 diese] trains give
an  acceptable  service,  Bow
these traans are goiting clderly
apid somee soet of decision will
hawe 1o be made soom

(O course & rolling programme
of elecirification shouwld have
bsgwen nad  years ago ao
these lines could be upgraded
for heigg s pazind rumning
Insbead e Government used &
fimarcial trick 10 got out of clec
I:ri!j'lnp, the Midland main line
and carmied on doling oat tax-

ayers |-|||.||'||_'!| 1o s Eremds in
the roadd Ikl

Local ooundls have at  Last
woken up o the tact that the
Governmen s allowing our
national rakl assetz o wade
away.

Ihe labest alfempd o shi the
[ Mepartmeend of ranspoet inbo
raill actiom has come from a
group of councils in the West
ansd Wales

Bust while our continental com-

Railway investment

Investment in the rail network, excluding Channel Turnel
fm and European Passenger Services projects,
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at 1994 /95 prices.

peed Fawlty Britain
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Samaros 190 1P e, & e 1P,
i gy gl by Vi B s and sl
1aa 7 9 - HRE e Bk,

The propagands and the reality: The Government clalms It is Investing more [n the rallway
than ever before. Sunely some mistnke.
Before the 1997 general plection, the Government promised imvesiment fn London Tramsport
wauld be over EF00 milllon by 18934, Six months after the elechion, § reduced Tibe funding
by 35%. Today investmant [n LT is E530 millicn, insulfficient to maintmin, lef slone improve,

HVICRE.

b ihe past eight years, irunk roads and motorways have bensfiled from a 50% mee A
Govarmmen! funding. Yot even B0% of DRIVERS wanl mone investmen' in purbic ransport.

petitors are building and plan-
ning for 185mph running,. even
thr besd option of the Ll
Wieskbern 20 p|.1.-||. capecls
-.|.'-|:-n!=. of only Iidrrrl.'ph

Ax the report concedes, the
best transport option is (o cheg-
trvlv feom London 1o Swansea,
o Pencance and  alss  from
Bristol to Birmingham

This progect, giving immense
natlonal  economic  bencfiks,
would cost only £1  billion,
roughly  the equivalent of
building two mides of new moacl
i |..-|'d1|.ﬁ'|l'|"\ Docklands.

But a cheapjack alternativie of
providing 140mph diesel tiltbing
trains iz put af arouwnd L2250
miillion

The Government hagpily spenl
250 million on building just
three miles of road - the M1
link rowad - in east London
H"mmb-;lum'-. wepstern orbikal
midorway will costs £2 billion,
Great Western 2000 s pub-
lishisd by the Sanding Conber-
e on Reglonal licy in

Sputh Wabes and the South
st Regional Manning
Conterenod

The foporl FeCognises that the

Government B inving o
lflaad s 11_131||'nl'|l:|l1h1 L[E]
the milways and concentrates
on approaching Railirsck and
thee train operators

Former  Transport  secretary
Beian Mawhinney claimed io
want a mational debate on

transpaort bud that seems prefy
I_'Hl-g“l-\.ﬂll'd.'

We all know what the trans-
port  solutions  are but  the
LGovernment  has jgmoned  the
good advice and evidence pre-
sented o il

It has imsdead dismantled the
imtegraked bus network and @
i pow dismantling our inhe
grated rail network.

It gave LBD milliom to belp
busibd a niew Jaguar car plant!

Then Mr Mawh iy .|.|'-|'-rn-.-|.-|.'|
il controverskal E70  million
road bypass for Mewbury

Even lorry drivers are mow
complaining about the stress
and health proddems resulfing
from (he Lovernments o
eyed approach to transport.

By comparison, the Germans
are already runiming irains al
173mph, the ltaliams are getting
European grants to help bald

a msw B2 ballicn hagh speed lane
Pl et Hioame amd h:'.l;ﬂ.h.
And the Spanish GOVERN-
MENT is building a 18&mph
line from Madnd bo Baroelona
Even Manuel b laughing at the
British

Glenda speaks

.-'l.!-.-l.l-'l--a.r.h.mmnld BF Glensda
Jacksom, mow a member of
Labour's transport feam, will
be  guest speaker at  fhe
Mational Conferenoe of Rail
Llsers at the Comdien Centre,
Londan, on Saturday 14 Ucbo-
ber from 1100 1o 17X

Afbermeon h'-clr.'nhnp—:- willl
include one on mvestmient led
by bransport consuliant Heg
Harman, [o ook youar Fl|-‘u:l.'
snd 1250 including  bufiet
lunch {7 without buffel] o
David Soames, 158 Athersbone
Avenue, Peerborough, PE3
SUN. Cheques payable o ROS.

Lib Déms in line

The Liberal Demeocraks ane call-
ing for the merger of BR,
Bailisack and the Franchise
Director into a single mew rail
authonty and increased invest-
ment in the petwork,

E = = 2




PLATFORM
Trust aids RDS

The Mational Trust's pisponse
to the Foyal Commession on
environmental pollstion shows
it shares mary RDS ideas.
Partioularly  bosdable s the
imtroduction of a Heket comibin-
ing travel by BR. shuble bus
froen Phe sfation and admission
o Knole, a tmsg-owned Eliz-
abetham  mansion i Kent.
Further venduness of this type
will have o awall an assess-
el of the Knole scheme, bl
the time is right for RDS o
make cordact wwith the brost,
which with 2.2 million mem-
bers could be a foroe foe
chamge
Eramches should press for the
inclusion of public transport
irformation i trust lderaiusne,
Contacts at national level may
b nieeddesd Bos,
AW Collins, 8A Moorlamd Koead,
Micklroper, Derig DE3 5FX

Real progress

A commespondent in Ralwatch
& woriders how you can call
for fall improvements withoal
sltacking the stakus gqud |
admit il 15 much easser bo arguee
in favour of nvestments by
poanding oul its failings bt
that docsn't make it easy to
pramode railways, bearing in
minad the hostile skance taken
by =0 many in posibons of
indhpenee

They love o hear sborics aboial
decaving track and  anoenl
trains — not becauss they want
to anvesd 1 oisr rall system, bat
because they are glad of any
Fecuse o imbroduce s
closures. The lunatic rails-into-
roads lobby has friend= in high

places, and offen reoeives fav-
ourable coverage it Ll.1I|'I=II-|:|-'
dioesnt deserve.

We rail bowers must point oal
the wsefulness of cwisiing ser-
wices, and how much betber
theey wouhd bee if mot starved of
mvestrreml

Goemee o us are hostile bo what
used bo be called the Commion
Market, so referenoe Eo Ewrops
raises suspiclons rather  than
provig any pr-inh
11 b= iricky knoawng what 1o dn,
living as wie do i the remmanits
of Mrs Thaicher's great <ar
|_1_|m|.'|m'|.'!
Tim Mickiebiergh, HO0 Scartio
Roael, Grirmeabry, Limes DINE3 2AE

(MTicial double think

In Railwabch &4 we And several
imsdances of a Governmenl,

1l.|pt:.'ru‘|1]:r develed to a froe
market, restricting chobce.

Franchise [Hsector Roger Sal-
mo, stales that, "Sandce rodd
coaches already operade over-
night services theee is no need
for BR o operate  seated

cosches on  Bheir  overmdgh
iraines"

Thiz =pems bo e & miove bo ot
down compelition in favoar of
& poad inberest. Why should we
b restricied o an anbenior sere
vioe - shovwer and less ooambot-
able, whose only advantage s
cheapmess? (M course  road
owes ils cost advantage be

Cspvernmnand [taxpayes|
subwention

Ard why should Hobert Koy
[Westminster  Walkch]  be

albowed to ged away with the
exisbence of a modorway and
an air service daily as an

explanation of the deterioration
in the numibser of fmins and the
poarer” scheduling on the Lon-
diom fo Cardiff mouke.

Surcly i free market comedi-
tions all three medes ought to
be allowed o compebe E’I."l.":l'
'IH'I'L}' im this case is the number
af trains being reduced and the
scheduled time taken raised?
The mvsier, unlike the mag-
ket, 45 wvery imperfectly
informed of passenger needs
Given the minister's own
avowed I-I|.'|rl.'1l-ll-1I-'-'L'---. he  may
laver @ hidden agencda
D D G Gurld, 53 Ceraiiggy R,
Edubwrgh EH9 ITX

Age-old problems

O of the main aims of he
RIXS k5 b ensare rail amd EII.-II"|II-
iranspart can competi wilh the
F-n'l.'ntl.' ar

Thete ane growing nunibers of
old people who have or will
spom have to abandon their
privite cars o lwealth grounds

1 am an ectogenanian and 1 love
a rall jourmeey i itsell. Bul i
the modermn world, | am ot
alone i Anding big radlway
skaHons daunting.

Information services have been
mechanised and are not always
casy b arderstand or oAl
while officials able b amswer
queries ane disappearing fmom
i,IL,IIII.IFﬂI.'H
Tramsparting luggage & somie-
Homie= AR ESL bl pr:'\hl-.'.u'.
especially i flights of staars
hawve to be megobiated. This also
applics to mothers with prams
== travellers newd wooing i
they wre bo continue to travel al
all, and we plead for stabions to
present a "“passenger fmenedly”

For your views on the present and future of rail

attitude. The aim should make
it easy for them bp progress
from baxt door be railway seal
Help may be available but is
not  widely  publicised  or
promated

Is there anything RS can do -
cspeclally if new stabions are
bt oopeenied o Exisling ones
recwrvibed (as in the proposed
Heathrow  development)  Bo
bring these paints  foecibly
before the responsibie authon-
ties™
Mrs Vieromiow M Roberts, £ Pal-
sl Place, Lomdon NS 2LA

Anglia fares

The decision of Anglia Hail-
ways o abalish those Super-
Saver fares which b seds 15 sl
regreitable Theiir purported
replacement . pre-booked
SuperAdvarced fApex  fa
introduces the need o pla
ahead and lscks Eravellers into
specific trains 0 both divec-
twdis, This adds hassbe o rasl
frawel which isn't Ehere with
poukil

b rail is b play an effective rale

in the nadonal  Eranspoer
ndrastructure, i mus] femaain a
primarily walk-om mode  of
travel Making pre-book-

i the norm, and i effect
charging a premaum for fume
up-.|:‘|d-“_».l iravel, makrs rmad
more attractive amd = tolally
unaccrptabde
Gy Dhanvgerfield, & Surrey Ko,
Felixslmoe, Suffolk (P11 758

Rhyl graffiti

1 s in Raleaiely fhat the con-
course of the rebwilt Hh:.‘]
staion has been  vandalised
with graffil. Better than
|,1|_|.|_~]|-_'|_l-i:|g alpch i |.'|.|.rr|.'n|.'-.'-l

#

Rayner's Review: Playing Monopoly with the railway

Railcemtch iv plewsed fo welcome @
nrr comnicrildtor, Hene  jormer
Lomdors Midlend regional ogerif-
i PaRHART Peter Rayier casfs &
erilical mye ooer Hrilesh Bl

The annual  pepost  and
acoounts fram the Beidch Kaal-
wavs Board for 1994 and 19695
ke inferesting roasding.
They show  that  oulgoing
Charrman Sir Bob Reid and the
board members whe remain
have all been rewarded for a
“job well done”

Y thal “pob well done”, selling
off essential parts of BE, has
made it more difficall to oper-
ate the milway and more
diffscult fo keep it safe.

BE did make a profii but the
uncomfortable fact 5 that the

4

profit exists only becawse the
Loy el doubled Lhae
sy brsaddy

And despite this so-called I|'rl'~i'
fit, thire is no money available
bo replace the 2000 or so old
coachies which are vulnerable I
mvolved in sccidents

The prafit of 32 N0 DN s
achibevied becaose the rolling
stock leasing companbes made
a profit of C450, 000,00

Withoul these leasing com-
panies which are about o be
transferred o pavale whers
ship, thens I.\.'ll'ﬂit have boen a
Bisn af EES000000, - slmost
exaclly what was spent on pri-
valksation last vear. The stat
istics meanwhile  confirm a
..,1|n|||1|,.|i||g dicline in r.1i.1'|l'.1:r'
usige, both  passenger  and

frewght, since 19940, 1t s wrong

b assume  that lasi  woears
strikes are o blame. The real
problem 5 thal ople, both

wssde and outside the s
iry, can scr that it s Aol oper
abed  effectively of managed
consistently

BEs report opens  with a
cubogy o Sir Bob Rewd by the
man whio sieps inko his shoes -
John Welshy,

It s my view that duwring “ar
ob’s five-year :|.'-'.-r|l1=| ik chair-
Man, more L‘i.l:ll..'lp' has boen
done o the raibway than evien
i51 thsie era of Dy Beeching

Beeching prumed the trees
excesmively. Sie Bob damaged
e very poobs of the tree by
destroying  the |_n-up¢_-r.|l|.l.';=
culture. He replaced it with a

frazmented  grou of busi-
e ] =qu.1hl'-'|i:1;.: g
themsehs,  worrying  abol
contts bul warrving mone aboul
haovd  bin prass the Cosls o
apolhier part of Eee raalway
Maying 1Mnr|.-ilp11lv with the
public purse in the name of
market forees k= Sir Bob Reid's
achrvnemienl

The changes he oversaw have
enabled accoiidants o shant
pieces of paper more easily
while  shunimg wagons and
traanes s mone dikcult

A fair comment on Sir Bob's
seriosd waoild e bo =1y that he
ws done a good public fela-
laiens il*l.

He has smided while others

have hacked away ot the rail-
wiy's strength.



would have been b remove thi
graffiti immediately, Ueramie
tiles are easy to clean,
I work af McDonald's and we
cocasionally get outbursts of
grathh. Mone of vour
readers, however, would have
ST ANy becaase it is mp:d
out immeediately by the appli-
cation of clbow grease and
soufng  powder
MoDonald’s have a buming
desire to keep its premiscs and
its products Tesaly  clean,
something sadly lacking in
Lemalom Transport amnd BR.
W should chayp off the fingers
of offencders as happens in
Moslem countries, CARIO -
i"j' th-n:,l are r.1.u;ﬁ_ht herar A
E:::mﬂrd amd =entenced bo a
hours community service
at which they laugh

- { I Ruvadall, Hia Mepille Riad,

Forest Garlre, Lomden E7 90T
Cheating statistics

It i= an artiche of faith with KDS
that road transport in this
country roceives massive hid-
den subsidies from the Govern-
ment. Yol our oppanenls never
fare M..'I..nrnm;_,: that only a frac-
Gon of what motorisks pay in
lax i actually spent on rosds,
thus mplying that molorsts

ol only pay for themselves
but su ise other areas of
public spemding!

How do we reconcile these two
statemients? | assume the moacd
kbl is not actually lying, so il
must be o question of which
figures are looked at, and how
theey are losokoed at.

Could someone enlighten me?
I'mi sure P'my not abone inowank

ing a little catechism Ehat | can
-5

S ehearse when confromted by
this infuriating contradiction
Anthoay Turmer, 27 Laoen
Avenue, Burlag in Wharfedale,
Ilklew, VY. Yorks, L529 FET
INTERNET: 100255, 266 Sillcom -
ST
Editor'a notes It is not sasy o
dho @ simple sam but Frie i
the Earth caboulale that cars
alone meoeive a nef subsid
from the Covernment of
billion, taking imo acount the
costs of air pollution, accidenls
and loss of open spaces
The readl bemefits of people
usimg  pubdic rrnnq;urf A
enormones bul dafficult o pui
meoniey valwes on.
Britain's Departmment of Trans-
port has happily issusd mis-
leading statistics for years but
at bt the Furopean Union s
trying bto get to grips with the
fmancial and sconomic reall-
ties, issuing a Green F.np-:'-r W
transpart costings this autumn

Freight puzzle

I was somewhat startled to
read in Railnews that RS sup-
ports Enﬂ.;ght pri.'l.'.:li-uli.nn anmd
wvioled  heavily at the Exeter
Alah in favour of the Covern-
menk's podicy i this sespect.
Bardlmatch &4 rieed that the
meeting passed a8 resolution
“welioming the idea of open
acess  for freight  dsaln
npcrqlnrr.“.

| attended the AGM but had be
leave carly sa perhaps [ did not
get the whole story,

| do et agree with rail pri-
l.'.:.'lu.:li.:.in i aniy w.:i_i.:r:l aIII and
eapecially spdithing the rail mel-
:\!-r"-l amd |u=q|% im such a
dievastating mannir.

| am so disgusted with the
whole scheme that [ joased the
Labour Party because of it
Merhaps the situation regarding
RIS could be masde chearer in
oth Radlpews and Raitulde
B Easter, 31 Amidacote Road,
Corope Park, Lovdor SEIZ 9T

ROS freight committes mem-
ber lohn baunders explains.

As proposer of the motion
passed at Ehe AGM on breighi
me-organmsatbon, may | reassune
Yo it passing Ehie molion En
no way affects the sodety's
witiucle to the sale of Railtrack
or the fragmentation of the pas-

senger raillway?  We  ane
o]
The mation welcomed open

access for freight operators, in
line with Ewropean  Linion
iy

Companics secing an oppor-
tunity for rail freight can now
try therr hand, perhaps inoa
miche market foo small or
4..|1-.\'m'||.m;'-d e e worth Ehe
management time of the mil-
frvight majors.

As sochely moves bowards e
f.ul-t:i manufacturing  and
opistics organisations, somwe of
these may consbder rail only if
they can own and operabe the
irains themselves.

The motion also said that “in
presend circumstances  there
may be advantages” in trans-
ferreigg  the  major  freight
ators into the private sec-
tor, free of Treasury controls,
Eh-un!.' rieay, of leﬁ, ﬂi!w [
isadvanta . e I £
rnmmilmﬂf‘hﬂutd =] .:I:lr:ﬂ:.::!
talk to all operators and poten-
tial sralors,  private  or
maticnalised, and  omcournge
the transfer of traffic bo ral
The motion allows that bo ha
pen. I you nesd more clasib-
cation, please wribe lo me al
5.11-.'}':;'-“ Lanie, Sulon,
Wymomndham WNE18 9]H

The English disease

Cermany calches ihe Eng-
lish diiscase - mil closares
Rail campaigners o Ger-
many are  worried  thai
poople i Brifain  have a
rosy  view of their tain
SOTVICTS.

They point out that G-
many 1 facing s higﬁ,ﬂt-

eVer mai of regional
fn':iglﬁ limi=s.

They warm that the sim of
the gevermment ks 1o redfuce
the mumber of railtreight
depols boe only 31 and o
reduce the number of sid-
ings for faclorses.

Thery estimabe thait one thind
o Ig;r 25000 mibe Deatsche
Bunideshahn petwork |5 at
risk. The worsl affecied is
the former East Caermany
which has a “superb” exten-
sive  mall  metwork  which
wed 1o be used for most
heavy  freight wnder the
Lomimunist regime.
Closures are expoctid there
whien the Crying miewd ix dor
investment i new brams,
cpecially for regional and
rural lines.

The Cerman post  office
which is being privatised
this year has also siopped
using rail almcess
commipletely

Thee Gereman rament ks
sprnading ‘rr.'f;:urrmu:.: on
creating high-speed  lines ot
the expense of the conven-
Honal  infer-cily  network
and q'ﬁilmﬂ SPTVICES,
according to Woll Direchsel
of the YOI the organs-
atbon whibch campaigine o
evological ransport and the
environment.

Hie says thir Ceverrmmnent is
distorting the figuses o
ke IEE hﬂlﬂpfﬁi frains
lonk profitable.

Mr Drecheel also comdemns
the decision to spend bil-
lioms of marks on  the
magley Transrapad train.

Hee potts ot that the Cer-
man government’s plans o
ivatise the railways has
already led to slower sched-
ules on longdistande irains
angd ik rtd:;.lrtlnn o |'H'HII]:|.'
schoedules o two=hourly or
even four-hourly ones.
Hee poinits oub that the Inber-
Regio  trains  are .al.'rt'ad:r'
only every two howrs.

M Dvechse]l says: 1 admit
that b comparson bo Brit-
ain, DB |s sl a s.upr'rb

system.” He says few mec
in Germany nealise  that

what is happening in Brit-
alm = a4 waming againsi

rivatising fthe  railways,
new DBEAG s a public

limited company with all

shares hield by the stabe.

It is divided into business
undks which must become
prnl':'rabl-:', ardd these unils
will be oconvertsd inkoe
limited companies in 15997
with privatisation to ol B
soom afterveards
Thi= sreelerabes the
dous  strabegy, which
bewn B reform DA as a
holding company in 1997
and bt split off individeal
unids Ave years lafer, with
privatisaion following
sy Hme after that.
There will be  hurther
Thﬂn 'h::.l' 1996 when Fl::
OTPY Prspeifss
for determining the level of
local services and for order-
ing themy, either from [ or
other organisatinns
The subsidy, to be increased
to £4 million, will then be
putied B thee Lineler.
."I.Ll'lt‘..ld’.‘ the mvolvement of
the Linder has led o
Improvements
The [hiriner  Krcisbahn
which operates two branch
lines fromm [hiren between
Kilin ansl  Adschin  was
unader threat of closure.

Then  Mordrisein-Westfalen
bouaght i for 45p Froms DE
and was given S50 as
DO Hom  for  hislone
underinyestment.

The old hlﬂ'rsh}lﬂllhum
WeTE a4 mew
flect nﬁe;imp‘inuﬂ' from
Seemens-Lherwag
These new light rail vehicles
CAM ML ap fo standard
hisavy :mi.r wiehaclis,
something which would be
forbscdden  im Briftain  on
“mafely grounds”.

The trains also have space
for  prams, bikes  and
luggage

Eight other manufacturers
in Germany and  France ane
designing vehiches fof this
bype of th:-r bocawse they
have identified regional and
rural rail services a8 an area
of growth.

In thi= country, binkened
ﬂ’;'_p.'lrtmmt of T rt
offidals toroed BE to bay
fraims  thal canmed  castly
take prames and bikes

And railway managers ane
implementing stupid rales
tn provent irsins  gaining
from the i THLEIE =
bers of beisure  travellers
who want to take their bikes
o the Eradn.

SRR




Anglia declares UDI

[y Howard Thomas
_ﬂ. ia Railways appears to have made a

ulateral declaration of ind
since 28 May 1995, highlighting the dangers
ragmeTlation

-nl rivatization in 'h'lng;lng
a.rurml.m.' difficulties for travellers.

An :,Jhl'- actions immiediately atfeched one

ague  whe  frequently  uses  Anglia
services from Bury 5t Edmiands, Ipswich
ard Undchester

But they have great implications for the resi
off the railway network and for passengers
throughout Britaim,

First Anglia has abolished the Super Saver
fare on Inter(ily smervices in order o
“simplify” anderstanding of the Lares struc-
ture in the minds of the travelling public,

This has meand & substantial increase i the
fare pald by semeone wanting a day reburmn
trip between, say Ipswich and London. The
-.urrmmdmp. publicity (rom Anglia which

cstd that fares had not gone up is
m ading at best.

Anglia scrapped a useful dweap fare and ihe
travelling wEliit is foa intelligent to fall for
the propaganda line that fares have nof
by increased
Second Anglia now does me G Nt
work andd Lodd Card discounted tickets on
InterCity services within the former Nel-
wark SouthEast arca. This anilaberal acthion
rticularly affects passengers  betworn
EHMHIL-E.'ENJ Lisgrcd i

The third sction concerns the quality of
information about connecting  train ser-
wiors, espocially where these imvalve other
pperators’ services. [t seems thal passen-
gers wishing to travel between BHury 5t

Edmunds ane Lomdoen are given informa-
tion about conmectbons only via Tabde 15 in
the Great Britain Passenger  Timelabde in
operation from 28 May, Mo connection
times from Lensbon via Cambridge are
v Bor seTvioes :-Pt':ahnp: between Lam-
idge and Bury 5t Edmunds, Previeusly,
this information WAS given.
Connection  times  wia  Cambridge  are,
wever, given in Table 1001 of the ABL
Rail Guide which is produced by an inde
pendent company,
Many refer o go to London via
CamF';-F"‘Ph %ht' journey from  Bury S
Fdmumnds o I.mdl.:'n via Cambridge i
shorter (55 miles bo Liverpon] Street, 55 to
King's Lross) han thal wia Ip-':win:h (95
eriliss biv |.|'.'-r-r]r|-|:|-nl Strevth.
There are six trains an hour between Cam:
bridge and London (twi to Liverpoal Street
and four o Kings Cross) but only two
Esrbvacdsmy Ip*.wiﬁl. amd London ]l.luml.'}'
times are often better via Cambeidge than
via [pawich
From Bury S5 Edmunds, the fares are thi
same whichever way one goes, even laking
imbe acoount the withdrawal of the Super
Saver facility.
|'||:-rh..'||'n. wir should be seeking ways bo offer
ers via Cambridge a lower fare
Mu- L the Cambridge route is not served
by Irberl ity
If Anghia Railways (UK} Lid are allowed o
get away with these bits of wnilsiéral
action., howw long will 8 be before people
using Network Cards are banned on bnter-
City services to London from  Reading.
Milton Keynes, Bediord, Luton and Stevens
age? How bong before SuperSaver fares ane

withdrawn from the rest of the sysiem?

Midland Main Line is also o be
refusing o acoo Metwork  cand-dis-
count tickets belween Hedford and
Lomsdion

As the prn-.“u.':tmrt prr\-p:lu'lst are imple-
mended, the reasorances  given by
politicians seem ever shoddier amd more
cymical. What authority do promiscs from
politicians have anyway? ones who
1r'.|1|'|lr'mmln:|. these confroversial and (-
thought-out  podicies have Py Ooavena-
ently mevid on. Meanwhile others have to
pick up the pleges.
The Central Kail Users Commalies was
resented with a report on Anglia's actions
in dropping tee SuperSaver but, even if it
waided fo, the commitiee can do Ligkle
I owas nt'.ﬂm.iI:} 'Flﬁﬂ.ltlud‘l-:‘b “hl;: T
carehul to Lok e mdhsenae
i on Fxilway operations mthnﬂh.mﬁ‘
the public proper represendation.
Quangrs are easier o control and politi-
cians have shown o the p.m that, if
consumer watchdogs do a , there
are ways of ermasculating | "rn ke sacks
ing the chairman

This deubifiel sinsciure of FH'IIiI!i.;aE brom-
age which dates back o mediseval times
undermines democracy — and abso ensures
that the railways ape nol rus in the inferests
of the general public but are in the control
of vesbed imberesis

The |1rl|]:'-'|-|_'r:1t. ol Eragmenlalyon are dealt
with in & new KOS report by Buth Tumer
Protecting the Nefwork s available for £1.50
t free from Martin Ball, RIS Sabes, B9
voihi 'I.\'.l.ll:u.;;l::m. Farcham, Hamts PO06
&T). I:,_l'ﬂ_h..LLH pavabile bo KIS

Getting lost on the new railway

By Paul Jowett

Aomewt berokbet inviting bonarests io Disconer
Lricofushire is a good example of how
srivatisalion Is making life more difficult
lfnrlr.:.wl]t'n
by Regional Rallways, Linool-
fre Coainky Council and Sowth Humibser-
side Tourism, the booklet & BIVen away
frec at staktions amd tounst anlormsation
burcaws. [t has greal potential, dﬂaihnki
how e wisit the main places on four ral

A Wapping gift for
ynursﬂmﬂnﬁrs

Turnham Groan with about
. _Wﬂ mmm i

What's in A wu-mm
m

and other

£3.40 includ-

Fiot 1hn slations
-Elﬂﬂlnl. iﬂm

iheir names,
FMHrJ.Wh

rouifes in the cousity which are coverod by
the new Lineclnshire Day Ranger ticket

and n]'q'ra!n.l oy F.t';qi.vl.rn.nl Faxilways
Cemntral,
Ao mehsded & the Bametby 1o

Clecthorpes line which is operated by
g ional R.ul]h.an Morth East. lugl:tl‘u'r
with tourist information, rall fares and
froaquency details

Problems artse however with the Lincodn-
shire Rall Map which is inchuded,

The map is in fact a Hegional Rablways
Central map. 1.hn|.u:||1p, conmctions from
Lescester 1o Stamdord, Mottingham  fo
Grantham and Newark. The Dy Ranger
tickits are availalle from all these places.

The map iz ot bk should surely show
ik :'nuurh.w. main rail rowte, the East Coast
main line, even if the Day Ranges Hekets
are not valid for travel on (8 A major tour
is1 brochuere should not resirict a rail map
[y :r;'h.*r.:lnr"l. limie=s.

It would be even better of course if a rea-
somably pricesd] Day Ramger bckel was
mace available for all the rail lines in the
cosinty apd which could include Regional
Hailws: WE trains from Sheffickd and
mqsnm» well as the Doncaster-Grimsby

rouibe amnd Barton branch. Perbaps the E .15-1‘
Cowst main line with its high-speed Inter-
City trains might not b included m &
Ranger ticket but it MUST be on amy rail
msap, even if in s different colouwr,

The map which purports to be a4 coantly
rall map alse shows only makn stntions,
plus Heckington and Wainfleet, I omits all
other wayskle stations, even on Regional
Railways Central routes

Maybe the marketing people have npof
thought through the effiects of their work
buf we seem boe have Eradn operalors works
ing against the travelting public's imerests,
tir promate Eheir own self interest.

ki fact, of conerse, all train operators woald
benefil i it was easier amd cheaper fo
travel by raal

Rails to Mansfield

The anrsal peneral meeting of ELES will be
held on Saturday 4 May, probably a
Sl ield t-l-..' then, this "q:nll:lnﬁhamnhan'
town should have lost its dubsous distine-
tion of being the larngest town in England
withoui passenger trains, aned enjoy an
hourly Sprinter servioe from Moltingham




Opening the experts’ eyes

By Trever Garrosd

| hae PI:l'\:Iu hawve Fl!l.'l'n.'-l_'\.l the
wolessionals wrong again fod
wing the reopening of the
Liree 1o Bathgate.

Given a radl service b Edin
brrgh, Eh'lph.' flocked to use it
in double the numbers that
were predlacted by Coomputer
.||:'||||._l."\-||l-| of thee avanlable data
The experts suggested that by
1995, 400NN people a year
wonsld be travelling on the line
In fact, there ane o S0LO00
rail travellers

S it v qpuibe apt bor the small
iduisinal bvwn, TH miles wiest
o Edinburgh, o b the venue
for our bourth conference on
raal reopenings on 17 fune.

BN members from as  far

away as Eastboume, Tolnes
and Brad ford-on- Aven
atterice]

The 150 or 158 irains b Batk
gale drops people on a moat
modiern platiorm with shrubs,
glass  shelbters, todlets and a
ot

Mexdt bo it s a small car park.
bus tEminus, bt rank. cahbe
amed pub. The pedestrianised
FALER '11II'I|'|"II1H_ s b O T ) ]
yards away.

Limtal the sopening. the anca
around the town was  the
largest urban area in Sootland
wikhaiil passenger irains, Eha
conference was told by David
Jarmam, bead of planning at
Wit Lothiam [Mstrict Couancil
Bathgate was also suffering
mearly  20FE 1|t1|'n1i1|-:-';|m-nl
ol {1574 clo=ure of the Ley-
land factory and the new own
of Livingston necdod & mofe
conveTaeml skabion.

Rail reopening has encouraged
Bathgate poople bo ook herthaer
affeld  for envployenent anal
training and has also encowr-
aped commuters o buy homis
in  Liviagston  and  LUiphall,
h.||r|1_' r|'-|: A% CAT FEIF has
recendly been extended b mect
increased demand

Theie fasl pouarmey tase o ihe
onire ol !'l]:lll.'!lur:,‘;h WS
clearly a plus point for sucocss
while Lothian Regional Coun-
cil's COMOCSSIOnATY fames
o e |||,“=|'\-|1.|. eTERaEe olif-
peak leisure traffic,

Mr Jarman said the future
roaperity of the servioe could
wol I prnrmqud by doubling
the frequency, and altracting
MONE G WIS,
Restoring the link westwards
o Adrdnie was less of a prior
ity, cspecially as it passed
through a kess populous anea.

A 158 train calls af the reopened stafion of Bathpate. Locad peapie can now gel fo the centre of
Edinbwngh fn only 28 minutes and have their own gateway o the nalticna! raiod neiwork

‘Bathgate would not  have
reopened if we had bstened fo
ik F‘H_'h".l.ll'u'\ul"._' declared  ous
other guest speaker, Coundcillor
David Begg of Lothian
Kegional Counal

Lawcal Eramspor had bBeen wery
road-based  simce  the  rail
closures af the 1950 and &=
anad e city of Edinburngh itself
had & wery h'_l:n'\l\.l. s seErvioe.

Croer B past docade, hinwever,
there had been a 40% increase
in rail wsage, with twice as
many sEalians now open

Thie Timee 4o Naorth Herwick had
been eleciridied amd new sta
tions built between Edinburgh
and Dem, leading to a 60FF
mrease in raal travel anto the
city from the eas!

Councillor Begg saisd the priosi-
i for thee mest decade wore

1. A new station at I-Zq!|:1hur$h
Park 1o serve a growing busi
ness cenbre west of the cty
which wsould have jobs for
0 FI-|_'\-|'-|;I||'. Rablirack was
supportive, bul SomtFail less so
The conference  passed &
resalution  urging  SopERals
e cipecbog ]'lll]'lr'l Ellis o i
Edinburgh Park high praority

Z The South Subwrban Line
could be reopened at a cost of
£25 milleon and carry 14,0600
passengers & day with nine
new stabions. Mr Begg pasd
iribile o KL ".'i'l.“l“llﬁﬂ -
sadang lawzal I'h.':l-l:n.m-..
including prominent Conserva-
tves, b support the schemse.
The Covernmaents abtrbude,
haweser, was ol b bendd
mioney for the profect because
it might require a C30000 a
year l.lpur.ﬂuni: subsidy. [t still
wands bo build roads with your
mioney though,

Councillor Begg said setting up
A [PARSETIE OT ||.|'||'|l'\.]'l.lrl .||||]|||F|'|:|.'
fog the Fast of Soofland would
b their st seay b ensure pub-
I transport was fully develo-
P 1 Ebie Edlambargh travel-lo-
wiork arca, whach covered paris
of Fife, Central and Borders
Regions as well as Lothian

The second kali of the confer-
ence siressed the need  for
E:ﬂilu'..ﬂ Iobbying. and track-

<l profection

Thire was also a newd for the
mereased revenue from pebrod
tay (o Eap |'-|||||_|.;!||,'|i ack ki
public transport investment

Peter  Wakeficld gave an
update on the East Anghan
Hradugh s wisgk CMPpPAERInE fiap
Cambridge-5t Ives reopening
and a mew East/West  link
ncross Middle England

Lo eeenoe unanlmmoeusly
passed a resolution noting with
concemn the absenoe of any cen-
tral  authomty or  agency
rl."\uF'Hﬂl.\|h|l_' o |'||.||'|.'-|_'|_'!.' o
moting rail  reopening or
rnestoration schemies

[l urpr-.| the Laovwemment Lo
give one pational body  with
adequate funding the mespon-
sibibity for promoting the rail
nebwork

The resolution was sent bo Mins
isters and o transpaort spokors-
men of thit mapor opposition
wirbis. A reply has already
L\ul. revelved from Rail and
Road Minister John Watts MI
in which he a bis asaign
this responsibility o Radlireck
But b also says that he would
welcome neopening  proposals
trom local  authorities  or
groups of authonbes

A full report of the conference,
including the  inberesting

papers  prepared  for it Qs
obainable &t £1.30 {mchusdling
sstagel from sur Sales Officer
artiny Ball, 89 Morth Walling-
ton, Farcham, Hanls PO16 8T
Make chogues payable to HLE
Disused Railway Survey
Many of the diswsed railways
i the RIS South West Branch
area have been surveyed @
order b debermmine ﬂ":r[l!"l'llr'll.L
= maibilities, wrrles Gerard [hd-
.I'llJ'-,;.‘
The survey now exterds fo
ather areas fo include Dorset,

Sogmersed,  Willshire, Avon
Caloscesbershane, Wiorreshor-
shine, Bedfordshine anvd

Morthamptonshire. | have been
setting up a dafa base sysbem
fo recodd the iviormation and
make it easy to keep up to dabe.
An addstional aim of the data-
base i b skruchure the data in
skich a wWay that mow Informa-
tion can be generated from it.
5o far only the Barmstaple to
MEracombe  line has  been
endened [about 5 reconds) and
a start on the lime west of Oke-
hampbon has been made. For
those who have lost comlact
with e .!url.-n!: this profct o
amyone who would serously
like bo join in, please write 1o
me at 67 Higher Exwick Hill,
Exwick, Exeler EX4 2AW

a i o d i e o o

Life Bevond Cars

This booklet, published by KIS
iy Wears SEo. Ras almos! sold
oul, amd Tomy Smale is now
planning a new edition. If you
wimild like fo comntnibude o the
new ediBon, please gonlact Tony
Smale at  Broadheath, Fiskers
Hilll, Catisfedd. Farcham, Hanis

PaS
e e i o i ke ok oo ok
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Welcome Alan

Alar Crowborst i the rew KL admanisina-
Hve officer who will assist chief administra-
tive officer John Bigny, with a wide range of
tasks

Thev inclode handlng ifduarsss from mem-
bers and  oulside bodics, dealing  with
skabrmery  anxl i1 ill'||.'_ meseiges
Mattonal BExeoutive and Fobiwe & G
Furposes Lommalice

Alan's address is 2 Clematis Coblages. Hop-
ton Bank, Clecbury Mortimer, Ridlderman
sier, Y14 OHF. Tel: (V] 584540801

Puctura by Kannaih M Bryant

Monthly lottery

The monthly RS loliery  winmers  May
thierine  Worrall, Brstol Ea), Hr
Hastimgs, Scunthorpe L3550, 11 ] Mol ub
eof, DPortsspogth E21.8,  Donadd  Bulmser,
Wieston E14.20, B Burrows, Hassocks £7.14,
Chris Burton, Cambridee £7. 100 Jume | Ward,
Moewark L5 Paal W'ilksom, High YWyoomibs
£35.75, Christine Marchani, Esher £31.45
Geolirey Wood, Waks | E14.5), Ausim
W . Birmingham &£7.15, Michacl "-|'.|'|'|".
Feltharms £7.15, July Mrz P L Hamliyn, Lond
BSr.a0, Dave Fleming, Bolton £35,05, Mike
SavaEs, k '.'-:1-|'7|--rp-|.'- E21.45, H L Cook, Bcad-
CLED Daved Peters, Telford £7.15, O A
g E715
B Alarm UK which fight= against road
bullding = holding a semimar on public
imguarie=. al ."-«.I".'h.ll-!'\-ll Couth Wales, on 16
September, For last minute bookings, plos
o [ 0171 RS2 9279

= ‘--I'H.ll.il.'

B A freight logistics exhibition called Flex
which is Ep bl B i e raal peTaAlons 15
b b heeld b the Mational Exhibition Cendre
i Birmingham between 10 and 12 Ctober
Diedails 171 436 9774

B Raldliex 95 will see 300 orgamnisalaons roam
14 coumirses exhibiting thear rail wares al
Wemibley from 21 Bo AT, Inboerma
tbon hudy Aspeden 010 TR |

W A Comamunity [*artii ipalin  m Public
rr.||-|h.|".|rr condference is being o e by
Transnet Kesearch at Hud dersfield on Thuars
day IR :"-q.'l""_l.'l'"t".'r A second  Transmet
conberence  dealing with Local Authorsies
and Rail Passenger Profects is being staged at
Derbw on Thorsday 14 MNovember, Details
1454 GESZT. Fax (V454 bt 4

B Preerevd Rodlens Mern Busdiness echbed by
Paul Salveson s avallable for £15 post e
from TR (Pulslic s, & School Lane, Bermy
Brow, Huddersfekd HDH 7LT. Make chegues
payable to Transnet Research

This is Keval Mail's new train which
will revolutionize the delivery of lelters
eiv Hrtlaam
The fleet of 'Ili=|1|i'!| frains &= undergo-
I rals &l shioacid b I service eary
Tl Vosid

The new trakns will operale from a mndne
rail mail sfation built beside the West
Coast maim line at Willesden, Lomdon

Dher mivw trains whill EIVE CLSOMCEs an
pven more  cffcien] service and  the
walue far My thry R, aqic] [Posd
e chisf ewecubive Bill Cockbuam
Ratlmet will |'||l|_'_'\- Rovpal Ml achieve ik
goal of creating o delivery ne twork
which will b the cnivy of postal admin-
TRl oS T ldwdo

The 16 new 325 fmer-car tradns are based

on the Thameslink 319 units and can
operate over ot 750 wolt third raal amd
25k Y overhead rowbes

They have bevn given FOe |'-|-l-.-.-r [alg
long-distance h -speed W ork on the
man e Bial can alsn e hauled by
diesels  over noneedectnbied  roubes

Railnet is th gresbest change in mdnl
transpsord in thet whaole of Hoval Mail
150 vears,” said Eoyal Mail o
direcior MFeter Howarth

Thie hiskoric |'l.|||||-\.'|'\-'!|:|'l etweeen mail
and rall is a cesbical element in efhcu

ng large volumis of
di woes of between 100 and 250 miles
The method of diodmg this has remaimed
broadly el for more fhan a
CemEidFyY uplil o

Akl over

Th noew one-person-operabod frams
I"\'||'|:! builit by ABB in Derby wall allovw
for a4 swilch away broam passenger iraans
carrving mail, o handling o on dedl
cabd Eraims which fan b thoer own
timctabie

Kail ENpress SVEICms wii
develop the new trains will also be
midemising  the  exisi Travelling
"ot CHFices and svill me 1 the entine
et ugler & miow 1=y virac! with

Brilesh Hakl

The Willsden mail siation will have
wrven plathorms and will replace mail

handbing at fve ofbser main line Lo

h ||\';|,l|\.'. Ein

T L




revolutio

* glepol. |he post wal
in neewr condaineers which willl be
ynsterred between brains, vans and
et
e speciably designed  oonbainers
J,i..'ll fast Joading and unloading
ey also profect the mail much bet-
.[ thainn bt iradifiomal  maalbag

Jhich will evenibually be phased oul

i Mr Hiowarth

pacgiase (e etbers willl be i betber
1Ml Cloar UG way Bod

cal sorting

s miecha
re same sturdy wheeled metal-
gl comBamer  holdimg  trays ol
pill Wil b niadl i loETies, IFdans Akl
Jrting arcas

ot tray 18 capable of holding m
gam A slanclan] madlbag s worth ol
GHers

[p 1o theee IF
pRrther b make a
g8 135 pomri= of mail and they can
sarige froam ac bo de traction on the

FAE,

Iz .|||||l|.'\.|

Car TFadnm Carmy

O TRACK:

Proparation work at Wembley

Paying for rail
improvements

By Henry Law

THE Govermment's hopes of geiting the
privabe sector bo pay ke the Channel
Tuigsinel fanl link were dashed @ luby
when B turmed owl that the “ches
bids were sceking over 2 billion in
pablic funds

This confirms wwhat s peaders  of
Temfich dv know = Il I
system canmed be made 1o
basas of traffic receipes alon:

1Y O 1N

The reason. whick

cialed, is that s

1 18 less weedl

benafits are,  havwoser,  perfiectly
iple, the
East Coasl mamn Lo ehi calion
pushed wp property prices along th
roube

Ball
tangable.  Recall o, for exan

We are now seoing the same thung n
olher arcas. (he chisdr of Ebbsllorl as
thie siter of a major imbternational station
on the Chanmsel Tunnel link has handed
Juis artuyd  protits (o B
which owms |.|h;-\.' Iracts o i
in the area, whale the Jubilee Free exten
S5 1S limg millions o land valises in

s of =oulh and casd

Wil (1,
London,
The Government has said that ot s wall
ing o support indrastrochune gmprove
ments 0 long o the beneficiaries pay
TS % & =i ||'\-|.'_ since e s

Tad FEES0N WY e 2o ikl Emaes ol Eax
payers should pay far developments
ich willl genierate karge profits for a
hscky land owners. Unforlunadedy

* Lepvrrmemernd B ounsvillong o fo]|Boy
policy  through be o= logical

comclustom

If the eEn i imlrasiRuck e
improvements are whoever happens bo
o the land i the area served, thoen all
s rodqudnsd 15 4 mechanism law
ack by valuges, for ¢aa ||1|l||'_ o LS
property o based on land values alone
There would then be moe further dif
Houlty in  paving  dor  infrastructure
IIII|'|H'\"|.I'IIII.-.|!"-|

# Hemry Law & p'\.||'\'|' Bl o
Lamsd Value |asabion £ Ampalgn H& eamn
b combached at 19 Uhaeen s Landens,

Brighton BMT 4AR. Tel 01273 630389

B A new BOS leaflet called Esaen Metrp
shivws  how o PRy TalE (he aca
Lopies ane  avaslable  free  From "3l
Krebs, 24 Bartok House, 3 Lansdowne
Walk, London W11 311

B Eadl tickets can now be bought by
credit card on a mew national hoiline
number which provides ndormation
bus fimies. Promdum rabes ane

s oy e (BE9] 9TEFID THC hothine
wil up By Soathern Yieolis with the aid of
o CALO) prant from the Department of
lranspeort. This hotline falls an informa
tion gap, crealed by the deregulation of
biss services Bl the danger 18 thal

sl

travellers will =oon have o pay
premium rates for information

=



LOCAL ACTION

Scotland
By Dhirugglas S

Broken promises The branch has sub-
milted a robust response bo e Franchise
Marector’s dradt SSCPRET BETVIE POuEre-
ment for ScotRail. We have dema that
ALL ihe nmnumecroes cubls which  have
already  been  implemented  should  be
reinstated. We consider all the disparate
bodies mvw pespomnsible for munni ooiar
t.J||w.1}'¢| should be held o the ongimal
promise that the I'SE would be based on
the 1994 timeetalble. The fact that it does nod
do 50 represents a gross betraval of rail
[Passengers In addibon b our minkmuam
requirements for the existing services our
PSR observations alse inclode a wish list of
imvestmend which we would like bo see. In
sofme cnscs wie have stated a case for naal
imvestment in leu of parallel mad mpose-
mienis. While we ane in i douibl that some
of the funds for improving Phe rasl network
shoiidd come from the road budget. we
doubt i many of the other observations on
the PSR will stabe where the money will
come from. In all the confroversy over the
Faet Willlasm _‘-||_"|“'F|l|_'r and other savage cuts,
mil o r\-ulil:iri..m has come wp with the
obviows solubion, namely o swilch a
mosdiest  ammoaint of fumds  from  the

rafdiose pead  baudlding programme 1o
Eﬁ'l'llH'.ﬂl.'l

Paolitical vaouum Far many months we
have trsed syithout fall fo fingd out from the
appesition  partics rlrm'iwl:..' where  thay
woigld find the money to do all the things
for the milways which they say the Gover
nmeni should be doing. inally we macde
comdact with Henry Htﬂ'l‘-h , Lakssr trans-
port spokesman, amd prossed him on this

ri_-..:.?!.} could pod give any guarantes of
unds for radl investment other than a
vague reference to adjustments within the
|:|'an;iu,1|-| baicdiget, but he did state that the
Soottish road bullding programme would
copiliriee!

Unitary future The branch has wrilten fo
all the new unitary authorities suggesting
that they should endeavour bo continue the
current Region-wide transpord policies by
forming joint committees for  Iransport
rposes. where I'l.'|.?‘rll'l1|-"- are broken up. We
ave also suggested they should give prior-
iy b il investment over road baildio
We abo hope that many af them will
aftfiliate fo BELYS o r:,'-ill.:.n- the 17 district
coumctls whose affiliations we will lose

London and Home Counties
By Sinwnm Madtin

Chost traim The branch provicded hall the
Ehl.ﬂh- when the Save our Ballways group

ighlighted the ludicrous one-train-a-day
sprveee on the Seven Sisfers-Stratford roube.
Great fun was had by all - and lobs of local
niews coverage abrachal. We also hope 1o
suppart an evend &l Aldwych on 4 Septem-
bser commemorating a vear sinoe the line
wias shul.

Way forward The new Associatbon of Lone
don Covernment has siarted a debate on a
Fassenger Transport Authority for Lendon.
Given Ehat Ehe branch al ¥ Suppors o
PTA for Heathrow, we will be wabching
this debate closely and contributing as soon

T

as wee can. Local control of services in Lon-
don is now sp poor that a 'TA is the only
wiay o restore faith in public transpont in
I:h:"c.ipi!nl

Metwark card Al fhe time of writing,
urgent mavtings to discuss Anglias ].Tu]l-
ot of the Metwork Card are being sought
The card is a fine begacy (rom Network
SouthEast angd a greal success. Flowever, if
can only really survive if the whole of ex-
MSE stays in. Anglia will not be thanked i
it is the train operatos that kills the card
Chelsea-Hackney The branch has sub-
midted a o (o this and argued for the
rebention of Central London stalions, We
will watch what happens ansd hf‘-l[h-‘ br micek
thee progect beam bn thee futare.

West London line The good news is thal
White City will be getting its station on the
Wit London line. 18's not nearly emough
it i8's & =2ard. Many congratulations fo the
Londion  Borough of Hammersmith and
Fulham for ensuring that the improvement
i Nimboosd b brias el cyclingg moutes

Timetable madpess Chiltern Trains ook
ofl the trains Ehat anru.d at Sudbnary Hill
and Harrosw Road Stations belwesn 8 and
Gam. Given that these sialions are mash-
hour services only the |i.'|l'l||;'|:|.'l'l'l'ln Fubure of
thiese services must be in doubd. Lots o
unfavourable coverage and & campaign by
Brent has left Chilbern unmoved. We will
be leafleting Al !mpu o have a public
mecting  before S ember 18 oul. The
Branch will be looking &t restractunng o
give users from Marylebone and Padding-
ko 4 h'Fh'-'r pPrionly than I'I-I'm'l.‘lﬂ:l‘. .'".I1:|.'
member intorested i helping is welcomie
ter gt in fonsch with me.

The Essex Metmo Mover heard of ot Well
woun woomy will, the branch's new anli=M25%
leaflet looks atb the servior which could be
diveloped as an oribital aliemative to the
M5 Norih Exst cormer. As a part of this we
ame discussing the possible reopening of
Tilbury Riverside - which LTS have nol
dlasmissed

Yorkshire

By James Towler

From the Horse's Mouth Priivatisation has
prowed o be a more complex bask than first
forecast, with the Government's timetable

[i:l'..'inH o b= very dl_'ﬁl@[l.:l.ll"l“. Within
EH_ change management feams ane in place
moall lﬁ majpw businesses, but  polcy
guidelines can only be developsd and
agreed at HOQ level [in consultafion with
the Department of Trans . the Regula-
tor, the Franchise [Nrector and Kailtrack]
Early experience with the contract  feme
plates” so far develo enakoes clear that
there will be a much er requinement bor
HQ policy guidance .mT-:Itur.m:u ol djier
contracts iously anbtcipated in
order to meel the dmetable. [Extract from
Vacancics at British Fail|

Up and ranning Cur June quarterly miet-
|:1£ wias held in Ekley an:l provided an

opportunily bof membrs o sample Eh
“new” eledinic service from Lewds. The
i:.-fmr.ﬂ comnsenens was that the reherbished
Seyear plus 3Bs provided a better, o
mather solid. rle; althowigh a minority
referted the eight-vear old 144 Pacers they
LV n:-|'-|.1rn!. Howiever, there was
unamimity that new ABS [ Vork] or Hunsld
Leecds] edectric eradliple wndts were the real
AW

Sauna Travel Yo cannot beal lravel 6
an air-conditioned  raklway coach on a Tt
S8 FTRITICT |_1.|_|,' - when s h‘l’!d'kl.l'lﬁ! Unior-
fugiately both Mk 4 coaches and 158 DMLIs
have been beselt  with  air-conditbbmin

roblems Wie have Rikoe Pise up wil
E,-"q Coast and Reglonal Hallways. East
Coast reports that in resolving one prols-
lemm, B has unearthed another, BE aooepés
that units fitted fo the 1585 have “sufferod
frovm somie .;]q_-u.#u ansd durability problems”
and they are Biting modified equipment
which should improve performance

Crystal clear First the good news, Regio
Kailways MNorth Exst has won the lai
|'.1|;.;|r-clri Campaign's CTrystal Mark® for
clarity  for s IIuJI-E-E]h}'-‘I":I-rI..-'Li.ul‘n

ket Hmetable. The bad news s that a
L::djul af siations amd over bwo dozen
frains are omitted. The Selby and District
Rail Users Group complained to BKE Morth
East only fo be told that they were “oufl of
step” with customer requircments. We
lave found pm'-ph' want the straighifor-
ward versbon we have published, siys
RRME. Even though it omils over halfa
drwsen stabions arnd 26 trains? Come on, pull
the other ot

s Mot Me Guvi It's becoming incroas-
|||,;|.}' hard 1o pin anyone down In our
Increasingly fragmvented railway. Take the
case of e withdrawal of the (849 Doncas:
ter armval from Lincodn [amd its retum
working| which represents an 11% cut in
services on the line. We took this g with
the North East Kal Usess Lonsullatove
Commitiee. 11 had not been todd of the
withalraswal during Hmetable consultations

The matter was considered at their gqua )

terly mesting when the REMNE reproesent
tive responded:  “Sorry, its nothing to do
with us It's a Regional Railways Cen-
tral irain®

South Wales
By Feter Clark

Crossed lines: EDS sprang 10 the defenoe
of rall wsers and radl businesses when a
fatal  level<rossing  accicent prl.'u11|.'r|u.l
further calls for all open coossings in Wales
to be provided with barriers. The driver of
thir car mviedvisd in the accident sasd after-
wards that he had seen flashing red Lights
but had no idea what they meant! DS
pointed osul that if Rallirack &= fosced o
provide more barrbers, it will pass on the
Cosls b traln operating anits, which will
raker fares. This will encourage mone po-
ple to wse the roads, which ase infinitely
more dangerous. Instead, any  improve-
menks o level crossings (largely for the
benefit of drivers who ignore the Highway
Code) shoubd be paid for from the botbom:
bess high'--.‘-yr-mfﬂ.lw Regiomal Railways
Sogith Wales and West said providing mone
barriers could push up rail fanes and such
action would have 1o be thought through




viery carefully on lines such as the Heart of
Wales route. Hegional saad British Trans-
port  Padice surveyed o barrsered
cra-wr:i at Cardiff for four days = and
counted &) motorists ignorng the lights!

'Eliﬁ wabeh RIS warmings about delays o
Hght rail in the Cardifi Bav developement
rome war dolivered free to 100,000 homes
in the Welsh capital, thanks to a local free
papert Wie sakd work was prooeeding on
ke mnassive dg-»'q-lnpmw:t with no sign of
work on a light rail system, which all sides
have agresd is essenbial. We wamed that if
good public ransport wasn't provided at
the oudsed. thousands of esdra commibers
would jam Cardiff's roads, and thi!\ll‘ in
the Valleys - where the closare of coal
mines has resulied n mass anemployment
= winiahd mil b able bo ke obs e
Points west Pembrokeshire Rail Travellers'
Associaton, affiliated o HDS, has organ-
e a real ale radl traal along the Whitlanc
fo Pembroke Dock bHise, One Frul'- s Lakig
rt at each of the route™s 10 stabions, and
drinkers get the landlord’s agnatore on a
card wlsen they prodisce the rail ticket thiy
wsedd B Eravel 1o the J'-nh Whin thie cagd &=
filled with 10 sigmaberes, |'-.1rri|.'||~.1nl~. ane
Elw'n a certificate by the Campaign for
pal Abe, co-onganiser of the traal. The cands
can then be send (o Bepional Rallwavs loe
endry in a free draw, the prizes for which
are two reburm Bckets o the beer festival in
Olympia. London, and to Londen for
Christmas shopping. As well as encoourag-
ing greater uee of this rnaral B, the ale tral
would also cut down on drink-driving.

Ferd me ever mare Thiee experimental radl
feveder buses i West Glamorgan are to be
withdrawn because of poor usage. The
decision was taken bwo months affer RIS
claimisd, throwgh bocal media, that BR had
not played ball. The county council was
paying to provide buses 1o link with traans
al Swansea, Meath and Macsteg, but BE
had failed to mention them o pocked
timetables, on TV monitor screens and in
LEnnoy announcements, Mlany travellers at
vwvanara sladenm were nol aware of fhe s
secause BE had not peovided  direction
sipns bo the bus dop around the side of the
station, The buses are mchided m the sum-
Wie I,H:.Lrl amctables bul this came B
lafe to make amends, the decisson ke with-
draw them being based on the first nine
months performance.  This  was  dis-
appoaing  news, ospecially as  several
feeder buses  (including the o from
Caerau b Macstop stabion) conlimse o
thrive in Mid Clamongan

H-tonmer aled Fail wusers mav e bo pay
for meads to be prepared for 44-tonne |or-
rics, RIS wamed im a press oelease
Strengthening road-over-rail bridges ready
for the |'.'|...|.-|'-i‘".|'||'.l:l unleashing of $4-tonne
Jorries will oot abowl CH0 million amd
Kailtrack is expected to fool the bill in part.
We wamed that swch expenditure could
Wil seFviees Al fsk in Wales and other
parls of Britain amd force up fanes Raikl-
treight customers could see higher prices as
they paid mdarectly for messures bo make
riwicl ]'I.'ll.ll.le;l' NI ¢ -|I"||_'\-|'||r|1.'|_'

Pedal power More tham S0 cycling
trurisls are expected fo pedal in Wales
once & ovele path from Holyhead to Candift
amg hl'l'\ﬂ.h:w |-..l,||||‘||,l||,1l_'. i "““I'IHF i Bl

Wales Tounst Board, But RIS wrobe 1o the
bowrd urging it ko press the train operators
for changes bo their unwelcoming attitudes
fowards cyclists, I more cyclisis anent
carried on the trains, many F-ml'rtu will b
put aff coming bo Wales, meral roads woulkd
see fraftic problems worsen, amd  quict
coundry rablways would lose out on valu-
able income

Morth Wales

By Dave Sallery

Ban killer Bars Liberal democrat MI® Paal
Flynn (MNewport Wiest) asks for our help in
geiting bull bars banned from four-whesd
drive road vehicles. He says Marliament can
save depens of lives ancd aviesd hundreds of
serioes accidents by banndng the bars
These machs fashion acoessories have some
use on farms but they should be removed
on public rosds where they become bully
bars or killer bars. Research from Britain
and four other countries prove that vehi
cles with front bull or nudge bars tum
slight sccwlents inko crippling omes, and
wrioies  accsdenls  inbe  fafkal  ones, The
Covernment says i would like a ban bt
European rules forbid it Another excouse
tor maction. Unly persisbent pressure will
fosce the Government (o st Wrile to Mr
Flynn ai the House or Commons or ring
bl om 071 21% 3478 i you know of st
dents involving bull bass.

Bridge bashing A driver who hit the radl-
way bridge ab Ueln-y-bedd wath an empty
coach, fpping Bs roof off. was fined £60 for
carcless  driving. Despite  having  nine
penalty points on his licenoe, magistrates
dbecided against a ban atter acorpting that it
VLB CaLasgy 1'|_1|'.||.,,||1|_|l

Shunting crach A carcless shunting soc
dient in May resulted in damage to a Class
1533, & 156, and two Class 1588 ot Holyhead
Damage was so severe the vehicles had to
b removed by road. Hasty redrawing of
diagrames was nevded

Docking tme Shena Sealink have had bo
alter dockcing temes for thelr catamwaran Sea
Lymx [ because of constrsction work in the
harboar. As a result several Regional Bail-
wikys ot brains have boen hastily retimed
Causeway damger Transport polioe have
haed 1o desal with a sersous problem on the
causcway  between  Anglesey and Holy
Island. The attractivencss of the ddal pace
to canoeists has resulted in large numbers
wialking along the main line I-:lﬁn.' cenitre of

|
Focket note pad. PVC holder with

Ehie  CESRWAY l,llﬂl.]hll_'h' wilh  caideest
Largest numiber reported  was B8R on a
Sunday morning. Ina separate move, two
Hegaonal Kailways train drivers are visiting
Hi I|.|J:|' & Caravan sabes e Vhe Hh!fl ared o
wam of the dangers of teespassing and
cromsing rail mes

Chers A picw Bistio siyle comiplex has
been opemned on the mecently  modernised
Chiester station '

Greedy moadls PN new vehicles wene
regisbered on Welsh foads last year, The
average houschold spent £33 a wieek on
motoning compared b Cdoéh on fanes and
other travel Tolal spending on roads in
15993 ,/94 was £500 million or E172 per biad
of the population

Koval Rhyl The new stabion comples was
opened by Prince Charles on 23 July
Lang march The mail wsers group are fght-
ing plans for developers 1o move Wrexham
Cieniral station a quarter of a mile away
ey Ehae bown oenlne

Mid Wales

By Chris Magner
Flying the kite A new logo based on a red
kite has been uied o promode the
Heart af Wales line. The line takes people
o one of the fow pl.ln_*-. i Britatn where
the rare kile can be seen Full colour
adverts were also published i the tounst
press as Kegional Hadlways South Wales
and Wisl uhlghl o ralse poophts aware
n=ss of Hhis unsgque line. The operalor also
Erl\].l.h-nl a colour folder for the special

ambsler Sumday irains

Station blossoma The Friemds of Llanbwr-
tvd Wells Sation Adtion group have
F||.:I'Ir|."|.‘| a kew rodi i e pestoralion of thets
station with new cas irom signs and fower
besds on the platforms. At the cenemony in
[ B mekrk Bhe word, a tree was also
E|.1!1!|_'\d in memary of Cralam MNisttall amd

is dog Ruswarp who both achieved lame
in thi fight to save the Settle-Carlisle e
Hambler Lrahiam was founad dead 17 19940
at the Devil's Sakrcase by AbETEwWesvn
after a walk near the Heart of Wales Hne
Ruswarp remained with Graham's body
until it was found. The Bamblers Assooa-
Hon B ofgamasng  aufumn and  winler
Wales Hail oulings, using lines radiating
from Shrewsbury. Leadlets are available
Froum sdalons in the area and fowrist offioes

Euro roule Lweed Lounty Counal is pay-
ing EX0,000 for a survey ino the viability of
upgrading the Blmph Aberystwyth o
Birmingham line for ®Wmph munning. It
cotild b eligible for Eusopean grants
Integrated iranspost Work stars this
month on redevelopment at Abenyshayth
station which will provide o fowr-umat retail
r\-.‘:r!., a bus termibngs apd exdra oar |,\.,I|rh.||-|p

pad (rofils availablo} for the special |

ruled-papos
infrodusiony price ol 85p, Onder the pad ples a refll lor only £1.38,

H neckila with
 tate rokorance) e oy

aithar |
72 B s o g b e

Key ring wath lealher fob letiered Radway Dovelopment Sociely for B5p.

Ovder froim Martin Bal, RDS

Sales, B9 North Wallington, Fareham, Hants PO18 8T,

Cheques payable to RDS. All the above prices include postage.

B, = -8




East Anglia
By Trevor Gamod and Nick Dibben

Metwork effect We are pleased that the
Anglia has taken on board our s =lEn
and inchisded in its summer timetable book-
let the Morwich-Ely line operated by
Regional Railways Centeal and given more
indormatson aboud the rest of the network.
The Angiia Plus range of tickets, which gave
value on the Anglia nedwork in MNor-
Ik and Suffolk, are also valld on Central's
services belween MNorwich amd Thetford
This may nod have been what the archabects
of privatisation had in mind, but it is 4 step
away from fragmentation of the network,
This fragmentation also led to Thetford
h..ul.-m_g_ no London Saver bickets, buat pres-
sre by our affiliated Breckland Bl Users
Association has bed to this facility being
resdored

Morwich General Seorctary Trevor Cearrosd
will be one of the speakers &l & public mee-
ing called by the Morwich Road Adion
Group on Fulure Transport Strategy and
B ".._mhrm_'!.'. (iher sprakers  mclude
Andrew Pharaoh of the moads lebly, who
may well claim again that new roads are
needed bo create jobs, and John Stewart of
ALARM UK, which has mounted a high-
il campaign against enaulti-millen
pound road schemes. The mecting will be
on Friday 10 Movember at 7. 1 in the
Friencs Mecting House, Lowver Goat Lane,
Morwich. For further details, contact Lemas
Carla, 213 College Foml, Morwich, NR2
0 Tek: 01603 54563
Pedal power Saturday 24 June was conl
and damp but Kay KLTI.%, Rob Archer, Abex-
ander _King, Clara  Zilahi  and  Trevos
Garrod loek part i ouf qmnmm.i ride 1o
Dercham where they met members of the
Miid Morfolk Eailway Society restormng the
station  bailding. Trevar Caarmod  raised
£135, 0 of which has gone to the Mid
Morfolk and the rest o the RIS Rail
Deience Fund. Clara Zilahd raised C160, hald
of which has gome to the Kall Delonoe
Fund
Leaflet A cobourful leaflet was pablshed
by Sodbury Rail Alkance I':rllm'-'1l'|,|.'. =
suciessful campaign 0 seoune A summer
Sumlay servicer on ihe Sudbury  bramch
RIS hel bovivards the oost
East-West Link The branch, with the help
o Mational Draw funds, has produced an
cight-page report outlining proposals [of a
direct East-West rail route linksng Ipswich
and Morwich b Osford and Brsicl. The
rosle would use a minture of upgraded
eaisting lines, reopening o :In'lp,'ﬁ limazs
and mew construction. The repon notes that
there 5 currenily no direct il link
Bitween a number of rapidly growing
districts such as Cambridge, Milten Keynes
and Ondord. The Tine would cnable a rail
jotrnay from Borwich to Ohdford i wmder
2.5 hours compared with nearly 4 hours at
present. In addition to passenger tralli, the
roate could provide an allermative fneight
roabie from the East AnghHan pords avoidomg
the comgesbed Morth London Line.

Thee lanch of the report was reported in a
number of regional MW SPapeTs and sdi-
eral interviews woere done for becal radse
abations. A consortium of local authorities,
lead by Epam-u.-h Barough Council, has been

1

created and they have apponted cone
sultants to carry ol o study looking at a
mumiber of albermative routes.

Dhut and about The branch sales {eim was
active this summer sfending ovwenis al
Hizton, St [vis, Brapdon and Colchester. A
large mumber of Mational Draw tickets,
cakes and RIS books were sold and thene
were some lively discussions on rall issues
At the Histon Fayre, RIS chairman Stewe
Wilkinson's entry won the duck race!

an om a train This was the slogan usid on
a branch leadlet distribubed o several thow-
sand homes served by the Cambridge-
Roystan lime. The I|.'-.1.Iir-l, produced _wlllh
financial help from West Anglia Creat
Morthern  Railway, highlights the tradfic
lems in Cambridge and sets out the
wmefits of iraim ravel. Train Himes and fane
inlormation are also inclhuded

Mew station pro A noew stablon at
Cherry Hinton on the Cambridge 1o lps
wich irm-_- ts planned for October nest year
1%{'ﬂnﬂmduﬁhh‘ County Coundl. The
C360,000 staton will have a bwo-car plat-
form  with  parkin facilitées.  for  the
disabled. It will be the first reopened sta-
fion n the county. Shidies are contimiing
on other stations in the Cambridge area
inclucling the reopening of the 51 lves line.

Morth West

By Raben

Camnslngs

More complainis A disturbing 23%
increase @ the member of complaints was
r-,-pq:-rlnl in the anmual report of the Kail
Users Consultative Commuittes for Moih
West England. Onee again punctuality and
felaability of radl services have been the
chiel caamses of n'-mpl.'unl aned these cale-
porks show an increase of 25% Local
servioes. have bome the brunt of Ehe com
laamits, Greaber Manchester's bocal trains
RANE m_ps.:-nh.i Paszengers Charter refunds
for most of the vear. However the majority
of jrameys ane within the Passenger Trans-
port  Auwthorily  area  and  therefore
imeligible. Mersevrail has been chrisbened
"M meryradl” by thee local press!

Improvemenis please “There will be huge
benefit if the traffic lost o roads in recend
vears oould be brought back to  the
fallway”, sakd RUCC chairman Howard
Siddleton. "To achieve this, services must
be improved and provisbed at a competitive
price.  Privatisation, which some perceive
s a threat bo services, also represents o
major opportunity for improvement.  The
rail passenger will only constder it a soc-
oss 1 stancands are seen to be improyved.”

I‘urden; uncertainty Greater Manchesier
Passenger Transport Authority has sdyvised
its executive to give notice thal |8 i with-
drawing from the agreement made under
Coction 20 of the 1968 Transport Act o
support rail services in the conurbation
The finance for this support 5 maised by o
levy on the 10 disteict councils in Greater

Manchester. The cost of supporting ocal
rail services was E46 milllon im 1993,094,
bl as 4 |.,|'q|.'-|_'l.|||:||l,-r'|l:|"' o Eh R..:I.Il.lk’i!,l"'l Ak, it
rose (o £95 million in 199495, During the
E:.-—.-Hm.! financial year Ehe increased oost

s been mat directly from the Gowvern-
ment's Metropolidan Railways Grant paid
o CMPTA and has nod signifscantly
affected the process of negolialing the levy
with Manchesters districls. The Govern-
mend has said the Metropolitan Railways
rant will not be avaslable after 31 March
1996 and instead it will be provicdsng the
districts with additional finance i order o
meel an iorcased  levy from GMIPTA.
Given adverse puh]u'i.i:..' for the generally
woor reliability of raal services in Greater
Manchester, and the conbinubng pressure
on local authorises o reduce :"».[u*mlil:un.'
o kev servioes such as social services and
oducatbon, the Passenger Transpon
Authority has taken the view that i cannod
take an mdormaed deciséon about the level
o pevense i could pass over to ils Exiou-
e for Section 20 grant in 19696,/9%7, a
has therefore given notioe thal it (s o with
draw from the agreement. The branche
along with user groups, is ward b Ehe
withdrawal and at any supggestion that thee
Franchise [Mrector should determane ser-
vices leviels ancd fares

Fares reduced In an cxperiment designed
[ |rr|.|:-rm':.l£lr-.lru|m om rural rail services,
Firgaenal ilways Morth  West  have

wieel fares on the Wresham to Bidsbon
el West Cumbeis lines, in some cases by
B, If sucoessful it s hoped that the
scheme can be extendid to other Hghtly
used routes

Free for bikes Sirce the introeduction of the
sumimer  Ometable, bicvcles have boon
carried free of charge on all services opser-
aled by El.'ﬁll."h‘.'drﬁ.llhl.'ﬂ}'!- Morth West,
subject bo space being available. Express
services on the Nogth Wales Coast and
Sanchesier Airport be Barrow and Winder-
mere roules sHll redguuire a reservation bal
this s aleo free of charge. Regional Rail-
ways B afe Lo b -l_“r'il:'r..'ltl.lluﬂl.‘d.

Viclory for public tramzport Chris 1.].1'-11.'1_'
the Libseral Democrat viclor ot the Litthebor-
ough and Saddbrworth a-election made
raalwiavs omee of The mapT s -.‘|.|.|.r||1|{ Ehar
CAm m'ug,:: ad carried out a survey of users
i the constituency that shovwed thal pas-
sengers thoughl services were unseliable
and  expensive, that money  should be
ivvesbind i rail mot road and a luge major-
ity were qwmi o privatisabion  of
Railtrack. Br Davies is a member of the
Support The Oldham, Rochedale, Manches-
ter raslway (STORM) and should be a
iaful |'-rn-'ull virkoe in Parliament.

Fulure ekl 26 Seplember, Royal
Siation Hotel, Carmndorth. Speakers from
Lancashire County Council  at 14000 25
Movember. Crewe  Arms, Crewe. 27
Jamsary, Central |-1|.H'-M'}'. St Peber’s: Sapuare,
Manchester. All meetings start at 114460

Lincolnshire
By Paul Jowett

Bustitution Traims 10 Skegness were =0

apular on summer Saburdays that buses
E:'uj to take the owoess passenpgers. Hadl
customers  want b I:r.:'n-'-l.'||n1'll| trains nod
buses, train operators should be raeming




traims not buses and the Government
should be ensurng adequake resources ane
given to the railways o pelleve road oo
festion, pod cxacerbabe E,

Charter mark By contrast, high trock
charges mesulted in no summer charier
tralns o Sk s and no ewvira bank
haliday trains. The price for privatisation.
Shnﬂ:inﬂ_ dilemma I‘mplt wanting o gel
to work and school by train are suffering as
Eegional Railways Cendral try o provide
both & fast Crewe o Skegmess and o wseful
local service, Haverhouse, Heckington and
Wainfloet have lost brain stops, abng with
Hingham, Bottesford and RKadclifie v the
Mottingham commuaber arca,  Meafwhile
soamer of The slations along the line scem bo
have stops which serve no purpose, a
“token ghost” servioe.

Toa late mow Customer confidenoe has
by dmap.n{ by the loss of sarly and late
trains on the Lincoln-Doncaster line and
tea-timae cubs on the Seatord-Boston Hine.
[mprovements are possible in May bul in
ke meantime customers, incloding scason
dckets, have lost faith

r i action The local users group
Lglm LTA) has suggested wavs bo improve
safety and boost the number of Crewe-
Shegness  traims  calling o1 Grantham,
including pru'.ldqui; a spar line of Alling-

i

ton jurdtion mal Ralbways Central
nevds mare rains .1|1|:| the Fesouroes bo ran
them althowugh part of the problem is that
the East Coasd main line is so busy there
are mo slobs for Central Betvweeen 0738 and
0557, The spur woubd allow trains to (5]
Cirantham withouat going on the main Hoe.

Market forces Central i likely bo boost the
service on the Lincoln-Peterborough line in
May anc, we hope, market it better, Pinch-
beck amd Doninglon stalions should be
reopened owen though Eailtrack has abane
doned its resignalling plans

Saturday service! Ovcasbonal power station
fuel of] trains and Immtn.;_qh.'um chermscal
tank trains continue o augment the sparse
three-trains each way Saturdays-only pas-

"u.'np;-l.'r servioe on  the  Lainsborough-

lametby line. The four signal boses are
chosd J'u.rlnp. the week so for six days of
the week the lne is closed. Reliel signal
stall provide the cover on Sabwrdays. The
line= needs all the publicaty iF can get but i
has been ommitted Froam the otherwese excel-
lent map in the county council's Rail Times
Book
Hopeful steategy The new county strabegy
for transport published in June successfully
identifies existing freight flows. The plan
calls for more tratfic fo be switched (o rail,
but unless counties have a stronger say in
what the new privatised companies dao, the
withes will remain unfulfilled. Doubts ane
alse wolced about the borg-term future of
rural services as oosls  become  more
'Irmp.m-nt' and the current government’s
tunding arrangements become tghter

North East
By Gardon Barclay and Peter Atkinson

SLUG The Salibizrm Line has a new wsers
f‘l-:lp which gives them the title SLLUG.

aim s fo improve krain frequencies and
ther conditeon of stations. For mone imforma-
tion, contact Frank Mawdens at 1 Leven
Street, Saltburn, Cleveland TS12 1],

Thanks United Richmond and Dabes bus
servioes have been re-roafed by Undbed b
call at I'J.:.rl.mf,tm'l. Irlll"ﬂ._ﬂ.':,l' staticmn follow-
ing lobbying by branch members. The
comancil has provided bus timetable infos-
mation at the station

Leamside limbao Railirack is to retain the
infrastructure of the Pelaw-Tursdale line
intact bor ible hutire use. Branch mem-
b Frank Storr has drawn up an informa-
Hon paper and hﬂ"h‘."l b ot up a wirking
party 1o explore the possabality of
reopening

Reopenl hur Mow housing dovelo
mienks .:Irs the freight-only F Axhi n.g]m[':-
'\.m‘-ra.ﬁl:ln: lme could pave II1|.' w.w far its
reapenang (0 passenpers.  [he i
Lipian is to be asked h:.r r'-nrfhumh-: n-:l
Cioanty Council to fund a feasibility study.

Rail power & new ooal unleading Eacility
has been istalled at Lynemanith to serve
the Alcan power stabion. This should
remove dogens of lorry movements from

open cast sifes to the the power plant.
Sunday specials A lourisl servioe om
ﬁundng'i. and bank hﬂid.‘l.}'-; = being un
again by Morthumbria Buses from Mewcas-
the Central station o Bothbury via several
tesaresd abtractions, Delails 0091 2352 4211

Mew faces Peter Adkinson of 7 Owange
Grove, Whickham, Tyne and Wear NELS
4TA is the new branch secretary. Koberi
Wlirrell has mined the commilloe as assis:
famnd |.'|:'|.'|u1.11:-rum.

Berwick blow People Biving in Berwick-
upon-Tweed have been badly affected by
Regional Railways Nonih Exst's withdrawal
from the town, leaving it esclusively o
Interity, The few remaining local trsins
nofth of Morpeth are now out back o
Chathill. At least one person has had to
gyl i heer jobs e Morpeth as a result

e e ok il e o gl il o ol il
Rail guides

Maost RS radlguides ane now sold oul bisl

the following are available for £1 each

Sondland, Morth East, Yorkshire, Lnecs and

Cumbria, Peaks and Plams, LinesNodts )/

Dherbyshire, East Anglin In and Acownd
London and Thames and Dowins.

Three for rail

Anfumn bargain. Gt the three leading
R »..1rr|.|'-a';En books for £1 = I;,F.hrmg [
Rail, Wh old Run Our Railways and
Rail for the Futune.

RDS reports
The Ll oed Dieves of Regiomad Raifenngs A
new HIS neport looks at the performance
of branch and secondary lines from 1922 1o
1he present d.w Thie 24- page Ad Iﬁ.lhl..-
caltson cosbs £2 ":H'.'I'F-rm e
A New Shadroed RIS neport on the costs anad
heiv bin cammpaign. C1.80 post free
[t's @ Sharebles The Srst hm‘up—-. of privatis-
ation. £1.25 post froe.

Go with Doe

[how's BusyRand! Cauiale Send 86 10 receive the
latesd edition.

All B abppe wre avaifalble from Martin

Hall, 8% North Wallington, Farchain, Hants
PCxis 8T, Cheques payalile to RDS,

Keeping in line
with the world

Ey lohn Barficld

RS is now able to use Eurcstar trains as
wiell as the post, phomes, fax and Email bo
keep I tlowch with ml  campaigners
throughoul Ehe world.

A delegation from RDS travelled from
Waterloo to Brussels on 10 July to et
odficials of Trﬂn!-p-nﬂ Commisstoner Ml
Kinnock's office and the European Com-
miszion's Derectorate General V11 which
also has pesponsibility for transport, A
report of the mecting Appears on back
page.

The mecting was organased by the KLS
[nfemmational and Ewropean Unlom commit-
tew which has an ambitious work pro-
gramme for 1995,/6

Thee cornmittes logether with general secre-
tary Trevor Carrod have also had the
EI;:.J::* of mecting Jean Macheras and
2 Higorgne Ffrom our sisber riis-
ation {in France) FNAUT. The Fr “Eapﬂlt
ook thie oppertunity o discuss mathers of
mutual interest while on holiday in Britain.
O thee mnore formal front wee are woell imdo
oair consultation with RUS branches on rail
access ko alrports, It i I-nlp.'ﬂ Bin ::n'-du:;-,- a
pelicy document in the autumn.

Chr first mound of mestings with BE Inber-
ialdional, amdd e mhieidual tramm OPCTAlOrs
invedved in pm'.'ldm;i; rail services b ihe
Continent, is mow alminst |:rlrn|:lI|:-t|.'.

We are still in regular contact with cam-
salgriers B Amerca where feports on the
wiure of Amirak ane weormying.

The ivernational commillee is jusl one of
srveral specialist commitiees which cnable
RO to be an effective campaigning sowe

A chance to be active

I o wooald like to baoommae more involved
with any of the commitbees, have sdeas to
e or wan b know more aboul the way
wie work, a national members’ meeting i
beimg, planmesd for Saturday 4 Movember at
¥ Johison House, Birmingham [om 133
to 163 Details from Alan Bevan, 12 Morris
Ficld Croft, Hall Geeen, Birmingham E28
M. Tl 01271 745 6001

Aslef strikes

RI¥S pational officers wrote o the key
players in the dispute during [uly. urging a
niegpitistind settlement.

W sakel that, If mecessary, the matler miest
be referred o an independent  arbitrator
whose decisson would E. binding on all
parties — the union, British Kaalways HBoard
and the Government.,

W are pleased that the parties 1o the dis-
pute kept kalking and that, atter two sérike
cliays, the action wias suspended

Some of th miedia and politicans made a
bk off Fusa aboul “a thind sumnser of chaos”

caused by Ehe brain drivers’ action.

In sommer areas, more chaos was caused by
limeside fires patbing signalling out of
action and trains being cancelled I.E:r::.:uu_' of
mechanical faults or staff shortages. Uinfor-
tunabely many commentabors  are  only
Imfenesbesd in making progaganda

1 RO




Rail Franchises

In mmswer o @ question [oem
(alende Jacksom (Lak,
Hampatiail & Highgaie)
concernisg buks froen lomcegn
operators, Mimister for Rallwans
anidl Fosds Joka Walrs I'l|.'|,'l|ifd'
“Thete are i fesirsChisns
prevonting [careign natial md
compuanses from hidding fos

Tras hase ™

Aok Chaly for Brigiafy owre? Branan
Rl i exchded froan fyokding
sasrioned by Adima Bavitly iLak-
Dhers, Berwick-wpon-Tweed ) our
"mice™ Prime Mimsler said thal
job loises ol ABB i Yiork were
i mowe the pesult of ithe

[ il s (S AT chan am
atlack ol the meales

M Major has been M for By
parat v v, durmg wilicdi i
o nrhon for Breaflindg e
Firdlwry s Beam Lhe asaim pland
of Cierve ramienr pahiic iranyport
iy, Haa Crosirmil teea Prnllr ¥
i the CTRI oo Tl ilind,
NNKI" Hax West Coond oo T
vl FrEdRTAoA Preerm coarried ol
i the aumcine G mn
.l'"l'!I||,|I fraanapond schvmes ue
deiperaiely meeded, consirucred *
(Pl five rolflng saock _|':'-|' [T
srfwmies wiowld onoe Bopr A i
Witk

Harry Girecanway (Con Ealing X
wanigd o debate ahauit Chirliem
Fnilway's proposed sammes
limetable b which the 518 train
1o Mool Pak an s
comnislituency had been cut,
ingeibser with “other highly
Popullar [Fains Gl (o
|1||_-|-|||||]-." Hz complaingd of the
delemorabing servion b Fas
eifismluenis and wanied
wamcthing done abxsil |’
Conservaie MPs ave odndousty
ot o R e Leamimy CRrGE, s
iy e fiosalimp owr e o ien avl
ki fivd wmanne e Pl el

AR VTSN will resmll fm Bheiv
AT dar CodiRol GVEF S FVIOeR
They wild mcrranigly by grien
ihe "l of ™, ae M Girecmuiey
WAET e TR Do

Decline

Dipeming he Ml Mervices

| Labosar Chppaositsn Dy | dehate
an |7 May. Dpposition
spokcsman Afichaes! Meacher

(L, Dridbarn W poinsed out that
radl imvesinend of less fhan £300)
muillEon wis kess than ball whag
wak reguired 1o eep things as
||'|c:|. afc i, He iisnted Nir Baoh
R, former BR Charman: “To
keep the railway in o good sicady
skabe, Wi Béeil oo be spending
the rogon of £ fmallson (o £]
billson a year.”

He said the decline in the milway
A ishpigeedenad for L] VEurs
Lang YO, (i the Tnisdl lafied ehnice
the war, there wene no new ofders
fos eodling stock. Mo now
sipmalling of el teiiBatson
[projecis were onlderd i\ the tao
vears o Aprill 1994 and Kailtrack
had jHlaced only one significan
gonirat simde being 51 up that
maavih. Track remcwal was at such
& il thst rasls wonld kave o
have a weiling lite ol "HF years®
The Ty dnvesfment phin
iy Birdreack shoula have
AN gt WA AReS a1 vl miwt
frarifcrming

Al Mcacher wosl o bl slabe That
1 A cnsches and locomaolives
needed replacement in the near
Tubarg ¥el mn opders wene being
placed. The Kent Coasl DNeet had
474 carriages more than 41 years
ahil, But ABEB in Y ork had been
alloweed 1o chose, Contrast the
sitmation in Gemany where the
hul_'f rollng ssock (Evesinsene
programim has been shard cin
aEnong s manufectaners 6o keop
Theém all open

The stalisisos of dechng weng
emuimersted. In ke past yoar
LK 1rains were camce | Bed
Cvercrowiling om e
commer noules in ke South-
Easi b over ibree iimes ihe limnl
sl By the Hidelem conmamities afier
(e Claphanm disaster, O of 103
service groups (allowing
PO as sals0n bor prvalisation,
P Lhisrds alid warse 1han che
previous yoar [ pranciualay and
reliability,

M Mcacher pledged that Labossr
“wink] suhslaniaslly increase
mnvesiment i ranl 1o make i fof
the huge decline in investmsn
tha has el place or years
under the podicy of Conservalive
povemments.”

I e e gt af Laafsomair
Croveruneal, {5 woild b wiie L

ke thals qaantoriion danaty!

WESTMINSTER

Wr Meachor also wasiad 10 kv
how mnch extra subssdy woukl
e reqpeired a0 pay for the capping
ol [arcs, b (B2 them [ranspon
Secretary Rrien Mawhiomey
would not be drawn. Labour
ewliamaed (s wosld be belween
L3 gl ligen andd £30KF il lson
[T T

kit gl Feariamate given the Jarest
repoad froa Mo Cavtimiores Selocd
COmAeE au frean oy

A impeortamt paoini that arese
ibaring the debate was whethor
the Franchisang Direcine s hll.l_n!L
Wl ECURT

Wir Mescher alleged thas, Far Froim
Bewng guarnnioed, servioes an
disbinctly 1ehiises ool they
are emtirely dependent on the
vaparies of Crovemment
ilgetang

Some frings mever chuinge!

Fares had been alloagd g risg
224 phove imMation in the pas

14 wgars

He said BE2% ol the clocirse
wore opposed ba the peadicy

Public demand

H{Fll:."ﬂ"ﬁ [ the Chiwernnaeal, [
Mawhinney possred soom on s
ST L T T TEE TR T
Jlks.\jl pimis sl predicianns”
gAVInG & i-n-;q,m”ll; thi guesiimn
of through ticketing. He claimed
that the Hegulator's dosumenm
dersilinmg options was
“comsulmstive, ond oui of three
uTHiunh phad was whal the priblic
sl they wamlod.”

T paahive wald Aardiy Lk v fay
ot S e sl girakel el

i ved i@ he-fowr car Murmey
v pes gt dd eker)

Frarther isliculang the iddea chad i
wersdide] e i Ficily 1 fesd
podential opermion because of 1he
[are cogping announcement, Dy
Maswhafiney qicted 5 Mr Wt of
Brtizh Baus: "We'ne assciang the
bédls o mssesxing the informalion
thial 1 he Crowernimend ane
provalisg, amd il e sismply
another paramcicr el cosmics |ilo
the whide bidding prooes.”
Britinh Fan sndiirgaicmny _|rm|||'\d
il o i Ptaldimg pemvvas

He gooted Ken Irvise, of Prism
[evielopiment {aanther et on
ratiwiner vl thosgphl chere was
s or making profits theough
inproved elliciency. hetior
marketing and higher guality of
SETVIEE B Hh CLUSOTET

[ Mawhmney cuplaiied that he
could mol say what exira subsily
el b (valved mn fare
Capping Bevause Wi Were in s
competitive hidding process,
{niwrne il sy Fother a prese
o' el g1s glfet would e i
levwer Budds. He mipicd Labour
memnbers wone B sbiajiid b
umderannd the “efficiencies” thal
g hi) Flon Troem moving o e
private soctor, “cllimenoes” 1kl

have emerpod From pass

P al il A

Dhvresn'T b mivaan josh cwiba " I7 A
iniremaly s Bt i
Redlrrank, evrmane will be
e e B Bk o Bl ar ihe
showe] winen calrrrng ol Tead e
FrIFE

“The Oppoaition would decimale
th o] budgen and past il smio e
ranlways, T sasd the goosd dactor
|!,| T

Defendsng the style of
privatzstion, the Mimisier
meerilsed that Ussrman Rslways
“have spit operalion ol track
infrastructse from passenger and
[reigehl sevaees™, thal Austrian
Radlways. "wene resbnasturcd
10 i seeparmie infrastructune
andl Faif Operanions amd ihai

[hanish Baslways have heen -
orpanised inbo infrastrictung,
passenger and freight companics
"W are keadeng he wonld in
separating anfrastriciune [pom the
provision of services, © umpoied

I Mawhénney®

Fand niwbeady i apalireingg Mieir

raitwary inde B0 dylfe il il

Peter Smape | Lab West

Bromwich Ej sasd Dir

Mlaw sy s conn Barion had

heem a dispracs. He had not

I TaTe the railwiny's proseng

of funsre sare, he simply made
series of cheap jibes. which were
usaotly of B proper debale

abae the Fulisie of (he rmalway
indlusiry

Ml Spape qootee from Raitway
Imadurstry A ssocintion repors tha

the privalization process possd &
severs ihread io Eram buildons b
were lohd repeaedly by

Gavernenonl spokesperants, sl

o such threal existad, The lalest
paper submitied 1o the -
Crovermamionm said: " Despite

|c[|.|_-.;.|;.|_'d pas] il fibslensl

savuramces thal our anxiely over
il =D WL CHSMENE B himius in
Ivestmienl was anlounded, the
1'[‘1’!"‘\-"\: e seerms 1o e

acvepled as incvilable

Cosls soar
“With all 1= Taulis, ehe pie-
privatisation process of public
Tumsding gave both ihe operational
railway amd The sipgply indisary
s bases on whock do plan
prosduction and investmend
slialegy.”
Mr Snage pave iraances where
hie said the mew regime haal
icTeassil comie
Coms Do Rashiresck's sme
SUPETY iskm Al posscwsiod (i the
Comvtract for Five Ways atalion
B i i AR W T 455 ol the
podald issend il 21%
Elecitr hcagion (e Uastlelekd o
Salioed Crescent in Manchester
s gabimeiled Gl mp in 5.8
il e eoenaasced wikh £2
millon. A waiting shelier [or

EDITED BY MICHAEL WEINBERG




Watstlon station vm the Somithgon
lime. whach would have been done
in-house novw alrncts o deskgn
ety o Badhiresck of
£53, 0!
The criginal IrierCity 250 project
How thae Wesal Lingsdl msan bine wois
ot ol £T50 ealbwon, ing laing
I:U”In% st The lalesd esiimale
was L] Ballson, exclading rolling
st
iy exar yompesd meanlsery g
e fikely b see Bl proyecd
[
M Smape sakd thal an his ks
mecting will the Mesier of
Siade comcerning the West Coast
i lime her guined the
wmipress o the Misesier did nol
think mew trains wend modissary
il = the ivtal rail expendipare in
S ol 1 DBl b, 5N
iiial lenh W Gomeected wall the
chane] tunncl, Mmisiers make
much of the (ot that this is il
ex pendmun om milnays
Homgwer, much of 1he egulpemon
Esmghi with this money, which
was alter all pars, is o be handed
R ik W P Pl T OSSO 1T Ol
b perspadded o baild (he Channel
Tunnel fust hink. Tazpayers'
ey B0 devedop o nations] e
wiach o U ralway 15 ong thiag,
gl v e 1 $oe kel 10 1 |:-|'||-|"|Il\.
of o privade company, very liely
Forcepn domanatod amoway, is
ijuiic another

Decisions needed

Proper decisions have vet 1o be
taken om the West Coast main
Ring, UroaaRail, the Channel
Tisssed Tast link, anad Thamneslink
MKl
“All that work is crying cet for
decisiods pnd mvesgineeil, b

s 15 o sigm al the po-ahead

an the department.”
Ihe coniribeios from fe Rober
hpimk (o Castle Powst )
epitenmiiaes the depree of mudkdled
thinkimg which chamolerises so
mssch ol the Cosevalave case
Eor this privalisatin. He sand be
wan born the same yoar the
railways wene mationalissd, oo he
remgmbered o exieemely well
Frecoerouy chikd, owr Roberr!
Sance then £54 ballson has been
invested. Wut mil did nol prospe:
serages were awilul, They werg
unrclighle. Management was
pififul and cusicmer care was
nim-cxistent. The milways were
min Iod Uhe bemsiin of 1 usiniis
mnd The waonkerse, rather tham (o
the benefii of the public
fhow s fir Feally claaadfy mawme
TS wn "erre i’
foor bowdory® Wil e cvmasivler
FIMIEY G e il Ffal g i aiiad
o PN aid v valenend D fosads
e pmaarty dvpe B Siverieal” In
Foals o iieds By whace SRR
Filbe cabvicimnn! ficlare i3 the rosaals
TRy

AND LLOYD BUTLER

Turnimg 1o “his" line, the LT& 5,
he welcomesd ke excellent recent
news bor rel ravellers,

s iely il coommirtion of dive new
sipaaifing svrtewr oorried oinl ar
il F e T

He hopes b mamber of
parssengers willl nse Fram the
22000 oy 6o beat the peak
which was more than M0

e i B alY Bewr gy
unider TR 7

Imcreaxing passenper mambers
can be achieved, sccordimg o D
Spenk by subsadiang e Targs!
I aalifiticn 1heere has boom o
continued improvement i service
reliabilicy “dueing the pas two
weans,”

This s iemarikable savs Dr Spink
“Thee liner has suffered dismaption
s g pesule of @ iEponan
Fesignallimg iivestimenl. Despile
ssch disruption, dramatic
improvements have been
schieved om the lsne”

s e arpinimg fior o g

TR VeIt R o

T he Crovvermimeni (hie iccang e
Frapive v b, Bas anvested £150
mallion. Ibis delivening the poods
A1 dr wndd e errlaeee O ise
Carrrerrimenl wyce ) s osbipinegd
Wiy roand

e then ksoks foraand o the M
year-cdd trains heing replaced hy
10 year-odd oo

“All these foctors will help i
bring people Back on w1k ling
Thisiigh Dcketmg i now alfenod
by handreds of stations, one of
which e Bemlleer, in my
comslilucngy, My constilissngs
wilcome that and are gralcful g
the Secretary of Stale.”

Paurd Teler { Lib-Dem, M
Comaialll i sl ghere wais
gvidenor of the mymad ways im
which the privalisation
prograTiEe o ddvaslalang the
nciwork, He mentioned the case
ai Fary 51 Edmounds wihere trains
i Lomdon via Cambnidge are sol
in the nimewshle on the wiai=on, He
gomsilers Bhis tiv b b amer of
amtagonism between Greast
Maonhem which opeTales the
Cambisdge mouls anl Angla
which runs the Epawich nowie.
Tim Sewith (Con Beaconafiekd)
wik fHessad (ki the Chilgm
Laane s turmoves was alrcady

COMMENT

Anather year, another Transport Secratary. Dr
Mawhinney has departed afer anly & year, and
o af the lew nol destined bo diss into
abecurily, ol least not immediately!

Since the Tories came to powaer in 1979, we
have had 11 different Secretarkes of State

begimning 1o mcrnease
bl | E-: SETVIE IS M pespoasive
1 gl s g pemenl
Froim the private secior has been
imtroduced.
*1 belseve the bey managemen
whall is msrketang. Wik
privabisalson e is @ real
Opportuny b0 increase sales”
Thie dotaal Frasdlv digde el
prelicy infdimied by Ohrids Green
P amavre fos iy wiirk the Imcveoed
Feviemiie af pie Civlrerm Jine plai
TRl ArrRoT e v el
Jdawere Clappreon (Ton
Hemsmere ) complained that BR
hadl past up cor paricing charges s
Raalent by mowe Bam the raig of
inflation. He callod for greator
senssivily sowards the needs of
cutsboimers, wWhach has heem the
characiensiag of every ofhe
privatisation, uin that 1k
imposition® on his hard.sp
cofstiimens wisidd b ended
Radrdr is ome of e moad aifflurar
remwnir i e renin o s sp
p T e T
Permsugle M nome o paaed of Hhe
v BAA arfrpaorrs!
In a dcbaic in the House of Loeds
of Tranapon Policics and the
Environment on 7 June, there
e conenbiEng from sy
oy peers, four Lib-Diems, thiog
orsshbenchers and ome Labowr!
[Despite this the Government's
pebicies were examunegd e
asaidunusly (Banm is usaally the
cane in e Commons. [ is
dl-ap;\-:-lnun;a hivwever, thai =
leww |Labswmr et bk puen
Lasrdl Bevkehey. a crosshencher
whir is public affairs mansger fov
Furoiwnne], said that bn ik firsa
1iF vears o haggh-spedd 1eam
operation between Fams and
Lyon, roughly the same disiance
ww Laonibomn (o Manchesier, makl
el bl encreascd by BFE

Airport link

Chuestannad on D6 Juss, WVir Wans
amnirineod Hhaat the hManchester
Wirporl soutbern spor rail Fnk
wioiild e complened on 13
movember, I was abed porvealead

e —

ihai the deadling for bids w
DTl EraiEs VT 1D S Wi
11 At For phslusios in e
May 194 imetable.

Terry Lewis (Lab Worsley )
weamled 1o now ] &5 e Bl Becin
soopiles] by Kalback and what
track access charges had been
apTend.

L B i e theal e Baids Bud
boen accepiod and no charges
apreed, he enguired what kevel of
service would be opermed over
the Tenk Froem May 1R, aboach
destmations would be covered
amel which traim operabons would
B involved,

My Watls: "Comencrcial
ncgoliations are stll endor way
o hess jsames ™

T arbirev wowenls woor Brve ar v’
new rodl dne avaidabie im
Neremler, o sl Feend O
iriardl, Wil aPiaiilely fo fladiiiced

arrvicay reasly e e dfT

Plea for jobless

Is & 10-Misie Rale Boll o 11
Buly, Meglh Bayiey (Labh York)
ploadod or am endcrprise agency
tix b met i 1o iy 1o find
employment for redundant rail
wikers

Hie szl “Kail pravaliaatin e siall
1 s garly stages, b alrcady BR
has maide | 2600 workers
rechEndlem and thoisanls of other
fibies liabs B bosl ki privals
soctor rail menulacturing
indasinies ®

I8 his cossimuency shineg 2, 30
e have gonc sisce |2 650
fromm BLE andd 165 from ARB
During guoestions 1o Dy
Mawhimney on 3 Jaly, [iavid
Sepimirg 1 Uom Bury ) sdvised the
Secretary of Siabe b ahasdon “e
dizaserons A2 reliel moad, wbnch
1% causg havos 1w my
gomsifucney, and where the
managemaent by his depariment is
liptle shoat ol disgracelul. Wil he
abamdon e s heme soonor falher
than Baber™

Dor Mlwhinmey ssad & number of
ahiermarives were sl being
eaploree

Where are they now?

ramamber what mst of them did, spar from

robarthes 1o the roads lobby?
The ane did the most damage?
MacGregor, forcing throwgh a reluctant

Parliamont and & sceplical eleciorate ihe
ehatlic privotisation process. Even Mrs

respenEibhe o owr radl .HEI'I'l'I'I'I.II‘Ij’-!I‘I Thatcher baulked at thal.

remembersd for any thery diid the The most arrogant? Mashiningy, like sl of
industry? Fowler, Howall, King, Ridiay, Moo, them knowing little aboul transpart and even
Channon, Parkinsan, Ritkind, MacGregor and e about raitways. bul treating any opposing

Mawhinmey. Names 1o conjure with. Can you

view 1o his own with contempt.
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Bankers in the driving seat

The exient of mad lobby influence
In Furope was rewcalsd when a
emall BDS dedepation wiend bo Hous-
sels im [une lo bRy b stimaelate
ke g rall -!l".h'h:lr\ll'l'u'l'ﬂ

About BI% of Ewrepean funds are
spent on road building despite the
fact that the LCompmiEsion Hrll'll.d.'\-
B of Bs owm Trans European foet-
work cazh on mail and public
transport

[This topsy- vy world  exists
bevause the big money is distrib-
uied by Europesn gquangos  ansd
instifubions  oontrolled by vieshecd
inberesks, N the same way that thee
rokd  [obhy has controlled Bratish
transport policy for years

Wi q,'l.,|,1|.1|1|q,\| by Cwert RLH"'-|'\I\.I1'|..'|I'|
[pbkiii] '|r.|.1|'~||_'\-|::|1 Commissioner MNeil
Kinmnock's office that as far back as
1987 the then Transport Comimes-
siomer Stanley Clinton Davies had
highlighted rall's energy, pollution

and safety  advantages amd  had
called for financial valaes 1o b pad
o them: so invesimenis i raidl could
b |,"r|1|'\r||:.. ||n.|.|,','_|.1.| amadnsd  road
huibding

But those benefits were still nol
BIVED [T financia] and econ-
omie value i @ther Bridaan o
|'||.r|'|'|‘\|."

W said we were particularly wor
el abodt the effective hostility ol
the Warld Bank and the European
Investment Bank bo pal

I 1% for instamce the World Bank
claimed ratlways Were A
macreeconemic ard public fimance
F|r|_|l~:|_l||-|' We sitd they were nol a
wobdem bl the polential solution o a
Lrp_-.- number of problems. B was roads
thuat cricabicd ]I-I|I|1|I_'|'|I'\-|_ 1% ||||‘|||'|;.; Famance,
pollution, and health

In Britain, rail projecds ane -.rnII\' ranbed
section 56 lunding on the basis of the exier
nal benefuts, Bl these exfesnal encfits ane
not aquandiibed, Yet another Catch 22 for
rall. W called for rescarch inbe how rail
could be given ity proper hnanoal and
wronom bemehi s

We also potnted owt that road building was
jusstified on the spuriows grounds of gener-
ating econmmic activity and was as a pesull
RTﬂI'-ll.‘l.‘l funds Froam I[u' r|'=.;|||l'|.'||_ cnhissson
ard structiaral funds. We pointed ot that

This way lorward: RDE stabwart John Barfleld on his way fo
Brussels poinis out the advanisges and siylish lines of a
Ewroslar frain af Walerleo inlermatianal

in 1994 the EIE lemt C1626 million bor posd
and C438 million for rail schemes. The bank
also finances the car kst :."||'||'\III'||.'., o
builsl e facorie= im Italy and Cermany

The bank claims 10 have examinesd the
coonomic  amd  financial  cthcis ol oS
schiemes biat §i diss pol seem b be
comerrnied tha! when it helps buald & road
al public cxpense, it undermines the fiman
|.'|.|.|i performance of the railway

For mistapoe 18 did giot consider the effect of
Balding a sevond Severn Hnllﬂ_l' of The
InterC ity train service between Lonkon and
South Wales, Nore did it consdder the elfeot
on Bl Wesl EI|F|1|||:||.| lirue o l"ul'.'\.lil.'lg.'\, thee
Skye road bridge. In Eastern Earope, the
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bank & alsa funding large-scale
risaid Bunlchimge, Evis amsdermaning
thi hisanceal l\.h.-'"ll-l'l:'ll.'_ off b Taill-
WY &0

The oost benefit analysis system
waed B0 dssis poad schomies is
based im favour of roads. [t
lgmores the impact of mad pro-
jects om rail  operators,
transport users, cvclisks and ped
=imans whoen  road wrbirmies
almost  always have & stong
adverse cffect

wibile

o] sshesis alsn gencrabe |:|I;q
T e e e ] hcalibi-related '\-|.'I-."Ill.|-
ing both for accdent victimes and
vicima of <hronic  adlments
causad b Fulllu.l:l:'l and o

Mr Koopman intervencd fo say
thal hie agresd with msch of whal
we were saying and sadd the
I AR L CHFETERER IO ha
s qusbe A |I\.II'I|A way |
aslidress some of the problems
Hie admitied that the direct Comi-
mission fmds would form only a
seall  peroentage of the Trans
Europscan Mefwork propects over
all bl aiiel 1t member skales
also lad enormaous srope B make
their owm impact.  But he said
Europe was attempling o come b
grips w ik Eramns comsbs  and
birihils Al & grecn paper wiotlid
be published in the autdmn dieal-
impg with the extermal oosls ol
irarasport. He mvited BDS o
present evidenoe for thal as soon
g% Fq:--\.-ql_-.'-.- The Cilnzens MNetwork
PapET W hibch almad B imcrease
invelvement in transport
|'-I.|nn|np_ would alse be made
Pulhlu n the aufumss. We wese invibed o
submiat evidenoe Han kly anad 1old that ouar
casd-Wesl  links  campaign  could  be
|||'||'\lhl:h|!'|l:

e i

We mked the commission o considoil

doing research piio the SRIEIUS claims o
ronnd buikling as an economic generslor
Under the stabe aids framewonk, these
wene opportunities [oF fegional govem:
ments o fukl  local il schemes,
soqmctheng  wihid h was moceiving  strong
support in France and Ceermany bl the
regime in the UE was fd supportive

The RIS delegation of inemational com-

mitber  secrefary  John  Barfield,  vice
chairman Ray King amnd Eschard Mag-
Queen also raised the ssuss of VAT,

additionakity, pigayback freighd, the Chan-
il Tummel fast link, links B0 Irelandd dnd
e enlargement, mderoperability, com.
petition law, open acoss, amsd poellution
We also established contact with  the
European Federation for Transpaort ard the
Environment

Heathrow Express

The managing director of Heathrow
I'\Flnﬂa.h. wikl save a lalk B the MNabtional
Council for nland Transport on Saturday
2 Odglober at the Free Church Federal
Council at 27 Tavistock Square, London
WCT at 1500, RDS members welopme




