(AN INDEFENDENT VOHCE FOR RAIL USERS

The future of secondary and
branch lmes books mcreasogly
precarious  pellowing raal pri-
VakEakonm, 1hie |.|'.| LB
comdefeide  wWas wamed n
etk

i became clear that  both
Raibirack and the mew firain
wperating wnits will be i a
“tght financial posibon” anc
will be concemdraiing on Eheir
(O VG

Thew will b ol AL FT1ATH
teE v on main lines while
socially nscful but fmancially
vulnerable lines will hnd ol
increasingly difficult fo get the
mecesAary inviestment o soth
inkrasirie '.||r..'.\,1|'\..! M EFans

Tk rakl user repecseniahives
WETE  WarTend |'ll.. RIS  wice
chairman Hay King that it
wiouldd be langely up o thirmn 10
saleguand thesr Rimes, in the
fnce of official lack of interest

Reports were also circulating
of train operating units beang
told bo cut their costs by 3% as
S Tat o '|'\-||I-\.-||"'" and o b
ready bor a hirther 3% cul nexl
VAT

The Bbeak financial outlook for
Cinderella ECFVICDS WA
revealed by Railtrack prodisc-
tion director John Ellis

Wi will nol mecessarily

|'~||r: CEry sl
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e want o develop thie met
work as far as we can buab it
will be on a commeercial basas
Wie cammod anad should not take
inie acoount social A
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to masmlaan Al caide IsE it
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Asked by the Colswold Line's
Derek Fobter about the throat
to outlying stations, he aid the

mondy meght be better spent
1] |'\-|.'\-1.|q,|||'.|_' a bus o
railhizacl

i il Ein
Wright who wanted invest-
mand b modernise the 16

manmeesd level orossangs on the
Bediord to Blebchley lene. “The

Railwatch
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The core of the problem

:= that it i not very
o do it zaid Mr

blund fact
[ ME
Flli=

Statimg cosds ane !‘ll_.";:'l st are
o coenpared to the money
aeeded 1o invest i contralised
We will focus the
investment on the
power boxes on the main lines

| don't s s doang miich pe-

Eaipping on 1571

ch lines

Asked by Andrew b
MacFaglane of the
Mid Cheshire Line

Uisers about the high
charges facing char-
fer train onganksess,
he warned: Wi are
ok & F"_||l|:| STV
Lalal, &l | Wi
i |"|:\.. EFaarns
&% 4 |-|:|'\-||| SCTVIE!

He also =aid little
encourage Mel Duar-
rant Wit sk
about  electrifcation
W Hse Midland main Une, Aol
b warmiesd Phat there would be
lelibe | UFOPCAn  MMCy avail
able for radl Ewvestment in
Britain. European moncy was
available i il ! 1kf
wionderful sV Ermenl

would o anvihing  aloul

gt ok Bl B gaves me greal

char

Apittrack's Mr ENiE
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sadness that the 10 major pro
jects dentified fowr b
European rail network do not
inchsde any investments in this
country, Bechiase
el -,i||| fidH F".I'. SO A any
PR =

hee il

Thisre is little we can do if we
do mot have & povernment
which is prepared o put our
case in Brussels or Strasbourg

sl

et T He said thee
. |||'.|,I-|l|| il I58RIE WhaS
the  problem o
Imvestment.” Bailtrack
wanis e see  the
mswes of the socusl
and  environmienbal
birmvicbibs of rail bssamg
peldressaec),” he said
1 with  the
streke., e
had bevm a

SHATTINE CXPCrTHT
amd it whas paintul fo
absoit Ik

|I.|:.',,|'|‘|:| 15 i A w I|||.|:I:.
agreed oouild have been a
withoul aay '\-!I'I'I'.I_.;l' inl =T
I waad

We fake our share of the
responsibility. 1 am not g
b Ealk about the Coovern
L:.I'J in the dispute. Bul KM

as come oud of 1 willh no

e R

il s
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credilt whatsoever. We are all
bowsirs, particularly lhe
cusliomers

RIS chairman Steve Wilkmson
thanked Mr Ellis  and
menbsd: “We have a govermn
that lmows the price of
everything but does not know
the valiae of avwviking

LT

Thire  were theer  worksh P
ns in the afbermoon. Chee
reveabed the need bor a propes
acadermac shudy .
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It has already bevn show'i LRk
s do ol
jobs bul now RDS muost fAnd
university departmienits willing
B PisemdiT |l thi |.,-| selals ol P
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Fall proves £

niormahon or
ahowld
general secrefary Trevor La.ar
fac] 15 Clapham Road
Lavwesboft, Suffolk NEXZ 1EQ)
B For a full Feport of the con
herence please semdd o chiogue
for £1 {pavable to BDS) o Mar
i Ball, 89 Mo WallargEon
Fareham, Hamis FU06 R
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Whien the signal dispute ended, Ehere was
much media spe tiom abmil  winners
ardd losers. [t could e argued that the
EMT, Railtrack and the Government sach
lost amd gained something,

But there can be no doubt that the main
direct winners wene rail’s compeiiors on
the roads, and lo some extendt, in the air.
As the Esstern Daily Press put if, the roads
lobly had received “an unexpected deliv-
ery of clover™.

Busiriss wais losd fo road hauliers, bas and
costch afors and o all those whose
livelihood depends on the private car, For
all the fine words spoken af the TUC, trade
u;lmnls-h- i those Ir-du*dn']:'- ga'hm:ll from
the =i dispute, a5 their employers
ﬂﬂﬂi‘dg;l:i' businesa.

As soon as the dispute encded, | tedd those
midia people who contacied me that we
navw o rail ators would make
overy ter regaan bost business,  That
may be easier on the passenger than on the
freight side. We in RIS should suggest,
sl gt and PUHJﬁMi-LIEh initiahives.
Some operabors may wse their losses dhar-
ing the strikes & an exouse bo cull services.
We ahould argue against such cuts. RS
has & Kail Defence Fond o finamoe our
campaigning against culs and closanes
Towards the el of the dispute, certain

FIrWE i=hed artscles qu:.‘f-nu-nﬁ
thae nmpﬁuﬁml rail metwork a
arguing for the conversion of tracks into
roads.  The maln argumsen used was that
the country had not ground to a halt with-
ol frain services

People can work around cmne and Bwo day
strikis annoisnoed two weels i advancoe,
= ult_!.' when these oorur in summier;
while an all-owt stnke in awbasmen oF W inter
would have caused much more disnaption

In brief

W Members who work for com-
panses with large nambers of
people whe travel to work or
could travel by irain  are
inwvibed B pass details to RDS
research  coeopdinator  John
Saunders in confidence.  His
address i Sawyers  Lane,
Seici B, 'W'}lnll:rmlhjll‘l_ Sorfolk
MRS 9 H.

B Eob Archer has agresd o
organise next year's BLE spon-
sored eycle ndde. I you have
any ideas for this June event,
[lr'-l contact Kob a1 A2
hecker Street, King's Lynn,
Morfolk PE3D 5AS

B Doe's Bus/Rail Guailde takes
rail travellers o I"lil:ﬁ whsre
fraans no longer mun [t gives
detalls of buases which can be

Furthermiore, on most strike days, servioes
wore run and even when, a5 on my local
liner, i was a somewhal restricted service,
people could and did use it.

Mevertheless, da was done 1o the
coonomy (and Iﬁm. ultimately, to the
Exchequer), as bodies lke the CBI pointed
il s esbimnale was that businesses had
kst over ENN million because people
could not get to work and (eeight trains
could not ran. As several of us pointed out
i bettegs o the press, MPs and others, the
cost of the dispube fo the pulblic pairse was
far higher than it would have been to selihe
the original RMT claim in full. One can
also adlft indirect costs, like increased pal-
lution on sultry July days

As an organisation representing ratl users
amd acdvocating greater use of rail, RDS
ahold use s influence to try bo make such
disputes less Iih-lg.fl': I"u‘rulm. A tew nmlr:i
bers have argued that rad ﬁh]‘i:?'ﬁ‘l-i
those in mhﬁuqu' segvices should not be
allwied to strike

As a trade unionist whe has on oocasion
taken strike sction, | personally would be
laath to pdvecate such a policy. Anyone
who considers giving up the right to with-
draw their labour (which let us pemember
meens. sacrbicin ]ih:f and so ks not a deci-
sion faken 1l:§1l yi would need real
inecentives o de se By all means et us

tway Devel

X

humour made him & dellght

Reflections

on the

strikes

discuss within ROS Ehe and cons of
this and other industrial relsbons issoes,
bt bet ws not indulge in knee-jerk reac-
Hons. [t has also baedn s that we
sheralel lenger have anything to do with
Ehve RMT i owr campaignang,.

Unlike Transport 2000, B doss not have
formal hinks with, oF |'1:|u.11lll_!.!. froen, the rall
unions & national leved although we have
occasionally  had  donations ifi
projects.  Monetheless, & considerabile
number of EMT, ASLEF amd TS5A
branchis ase alfiliasted to us and it helps
RS o draw on the expertise of profes-
siomal raibwiay meen and wiormden.

For sxample. not long age we were 1old by
rallway managers that slaffing costs prev-

enied them from laying on extra brairs. L

wias invited 1o a local mrecting whene
those prsent explained to me thal the
managers in question were being — shall
Wi say somewhat creative in Eher
acconanbing,

Sairely we shoull keep open such doors
with the unsons? KOS needs o uwse 1S
uplque position of independence o hl.-l.'I:
up a frank but constractive diabogue wit
baoth safis

B Trevor Garrod @ l,;\.e'm-'.lul' srereiary of RDS
and writes @ oolwmn coery four wecks i the
masgrzimd HALL

Farewell Gentleman Jack

Aaltwalch assistant editer Jack Ellis diad ol the age of 80 in
October, after a lilelime devoted to raibways. He was a
| jpurnalisl by professlon, working for his local paper in
Twickenham, and then in Fleet Street for (he Press Associs-
thon and the Sunday Express.

Hi alsa wrole for the tiny Eel Pie Bulletin and of course wrole s,
and adited In Parllament which later became Wesiminster
Watch. He was keen to lend a hand Lo many minority groups
who wene grateful for his expartise.

He helped to found HANDS, Help a Nelghbour in Distress and
with John Batjeman's assistance, he saved & baautiiul
historic parl of Twickenham, u?:pr tT buying the riverside house he was to live in lor years.
He was a foundsr member of Aa
society's newsletter for 28 years and later adited Railondon, Even in il health after two strokes,
ha struggled to maintain his reports from Pardlamant,
He was a quist, mudntg-nlhm:nﬂﬂhuwlll be sorely missed by ihe sockety and as a friend 1o
. His ial personality good
Tmmundh’r:nmd caring. But he was determined to malntaln his principles. As a pacifist,
from 1938-48 he worked on ambulance trains, plcking up the casualties of war. We all owe him
o great deal. One of Jack's Tavourite projects was the Swanage Railway. Any donations in

Association in 1952, He edited the

te be with - both

used in conjundtion with trains,

Oive tssue cosis 06, while an

aneiual lul.'m:nplum comts £21.

Senad your cheque (payable to B

5 Dow) to 25 Mewmorton Boad,

Soordown, Boumemouth BH®

ANLU and menbon RDS.

W An apolegy Fosmer Trans-
Secretary John MacCGregor
apologised for misleading

RIS e Mr K C Burtom

absnial Ih--.l:h"ni lemit for bormies

-
=

Jack's
Eftham, SES 3AP.

of singhe carriageway A roads
being lmph. Mr Burton was
correct  En that  lorries  are
restrbcted bo dmph.

B RDS [|ottery  winmers for
August: Dr P Brooks, EBEdin-
burgh 5320, Maloalm Jevans,
Mecborongh £33.25,  Koger
D burst, Seirurtharnpéom

should go there - the Souithern Steam Trust, o 10

E19.95, R Burrows, Hassorks
£13.30, ] D Smith, Rye E6.65,
fobin Therley, Bumnley £6.65.

?E}m_'mbu: B E CGrainger.
erbridge 52, Michaed
Moores, Dukinfield £3250, Keg

Snow, Great Bookham £1%.540,
M | Coombes, lpswich £13, ©
b G Odedl, Earls Barton £6.50,

Road, Hew

Roger Dew hurst, Southampton
650,

Cktober: © W Goodings,
1."-"_'\'|-|1|.||1.|,|h.|m 5280, M T Ste-
warl, Swinton £33, Jonathan
Dalton, Eastbhoume E1280, A S
Clevebey, Birmingham E£12.20,
E Woodcroft, Loeds D660, K O
Bagrton, Thetford £6 .60
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"l Whils Batan  was

-

FLAGSHIP: The high-spead InierCily Exress af Gotfingen. Bul Germany's ofher frain senvices are as impressive

Gy
through the firoes of radway
prvarsanon, e Crarmans
ware  quislly  angd caraiuily
mashing fogethar the nefworks
frowTr e Jovrmer Easl and Wik
of ihair now wited couniry -
and reorganising a the same
it Hare Michasl Wainban
descnbes Mg pisgsure  of
raveling by rad i Gavmany
and compares if with Sritain

A revend inp o Geermany and
wbnsive d@ef oo 8 LeErmmian
rl."F'II'I'I'I.u'I] Fail |'l.h'\-| has beft me
e moere conviinosd of the
moeed  for RDS o IR T =
pressure on the  British
Lovermmment  for  radical  and
tal improvements (o
ayahitmE

The CGermans already have a
network we can only dream
abogil, While we are  shll
EVANKBIENGE OVWET 0 MSefEbie
0 miles of new raillway for the
Channel Tunnel fast limk, they
abready have sevieral sections of
hll.'\_h speed  ling im0 use, wiikh
more being constrocted daily

Ihey have a fheet of 60
1 T L |'¢|'II"-\.'\-| Erapns [ Fhee
equivalent of the French TGVY)
im service. linking all magor
cileis, with an order for 50
meog Beirng bulll and & urther
50 in the pipeline. Travel on
these trains s smooth, quict
andl combortable, giving am
haiarly service of superh fraans

In sddition there i 8 network
of andeT-city Frains oif
comvenional skock which mum
o the mkn Poides gl s
more paints along the way
These hoo ane very spaciows
and comboriable

Fimally Ehere i i
comprehensive sysiem of (R
{irler-negional)
travellng long distances bl
generally over the seoondary

SOTVIOES

main lines and masde up ol
aboait ning thoroughdy
refurbished coaches imcluding
i bl

In a British confest imagine,
say a Hodvhead to Weymouath
service  calling ot Bangor,
ilnic |mel, BEhvl, Chester
Croewe, Shrewsbary, Herelford

Mewpsort, Briztal, Bath,
Wiesgbuary, Yeovil and
Woyvmouih, T Mg VT

hour with a nine-coach bufiiet
car train, with each seat having
a gopry ol that particular train's
schedule, together with a list of
all conmections masde at cach
'~||-\.|F|- wnel arrival bimes ab Eeese
connections, all given in three
Lampuapes: and then consdder
that this B just the third
divisaon network, and you will
understapd the chasm Feetawewn
our shendards  ard  theies!
Furthermaore [Deutschi
Hundesbahn AL has &0 Bl
Eraam scts ooy opdes B Bake 04CF
and '|-|'-:\'l.| up thisse  wervices
everiually!

M Ny |'h|:|:||'-'\-|Fl-l_'\-l_'\-|! Eranrs
has Britain Rt o order® Mope
Howr mamy inber-city trains has
Hrilain ordened ¥ Mome

How many Fxpress Ko gional
trains  has Brnfain  ordered?
[ o

Hmy many trains has BE on
0 T el

The rail services within arban
areas e Ve alhl gt
ITPressive, coin paned to
shoddy Brelain, Shuftgart amd

Munich which 1  wisited
recienitly  have S-bahn  {ouber
suburban expresses), L-bahn,
LARMCT sribiurban Al
underground)  and  strest

running tram systemes. All the
B

serveces ame avadlable o
haliders o ihe various iravel
cards on offer in all German
citiies, so that getting around by

wibslie  Eransposi B sample
E‘mrin,a_ mvy travels in Bavaria, |
wyw  mo oquivalent of  our
dresihil Pacers, of the class
150 and K5 dertvatives with
cramped  Ffve-a-side seabing
There was no evidenor of the
paralysis wihach comes over BE
o Sundavs and I b
CVETANES

There were me anshedualbed
siops bebwooen stalions - sunely
A sgn of & |'.||.|'n'.|:|. 1:-'|1.1.1Ii'\..|
and maintained in first-clas=s
condition

The double-dick commates
rams commg inbe sErvioe on
roishes arodmd Mumach wene &
revelation 1o mie, eing used o
modsy, draughty, difty  and
unmrcliable dass 321 electrics
which are miy daily transport

Thie |.'u|;|.- CEY fifE SialsiEs
[Hauptbahnhods) ane
magnificent ard prut
Manschesber PFiccadilly
| R o Limse Strect or Leeds
o shame, Hundreds of left
luggage lockers and  Erolleyvs
s b Ehroaig ol Ehee
COTT FRes il |-|.|:rm|n-.
made  travelling  easy,

with heavy baggage

TR

And ol vou wish o lorwad
yvour luggage then DBE will do
it, unlike BR which, as in =0
many ofher fields, has simply
-\.IFltl_'\-d il

Iravelling on DB is casy and
Ol 4 I"ll.'.ll-\.l:ll.' |:|r|,'r|_-|l||1|g|:,
the only problem | had was
when | inadverfently strayved
an o a privabe radlway, the
legemnser Baba, an which my
regional pass was not valid, |
had o pay an  eworbitam
charge to cover 15 miles or s
guErae spy b sl vy Dcket al
|‘||' barsier 1o the sume

who sold 5t to me on Ehe train
and when | protested that my
B ot whicl D e

Haindesbahn amd the ooachess
had D |'\'r|I'||‘|'H.|. ot Lhie side, thie
reply was one word: Private

Theeren s a dreadbul waming
bo Ethoese of us strugghng (o
F"Iuh"ﬂ TE naticnal Fakl
nictwaork

The Lerman Dovermment  has
reafgarniscd 13 fall services bail
respecis ks citierns’ right to an

eificient and reliable
alternative to the privabe car
Iir Byl Fail users are Preafed

vl comiterager

Cher backwarnd Govesnament s
akso happy 1o have only 7% of
fretght on rall while Germany
s 155 2--.. il

Tem dally Erakns  are g
provided o take lormies
igpyback 50 miles over the
E'EJI.".'tIIU,"\.' [roamy  Drescden (o
Loneisior i the Usaoh Hl'Flul'-Ill.
bocause they are causing o
mach mayhem on unsuitable
rogcls, 11 will cost each lorry
£ bl will seduce whal can be
a le-hour joumey o less than
thiree  haoars Saoony s
considenng lorcing haaliers to
use he servvos il (hey o mot
respaond volurtarily

A new  company  called
Burolrack i85 halmg  lorry
aEml=traslers  condasivng |:||_'.|i_
fish and dairy products

between Denmark  and  taly
using the special Eombilad
Ienesdal arailes siyrs i
Earotrack = owned by the
maticnal railways of Germany:
Demmiark, Axistria and [Ealy
Thi [hagisah COETPRINY
Foormba Lm0 ruriang & S b
service bo [laly for swap bodies
and containers

Lorey  semd-raibers ane '!-|'|:||.'I
carresd  from Holland — and
Lermany throwgh the Alps on
2 gaily rakl shvidtles, A lessom
heere For the county of Kend

i =.n Y



PLATFORM
Logo mania

Wi have seen bots of new logos
as a resall of privatization b
more bdiockes. Booking derks
can no longer make outside
p'hn:-n- calls, Por nstamor o
chase up supplies of passenger
transport esetutive Bmetables,
because nobody can  ceckle
who pays the phome bill.
BRS hoaise jounal Railmees has
niod been seen im Yorkshire f{or
sevieral months because the
Borth East train operating unil
refuses to pay for it!
Mike Cromderst, Geerforth, Leeds
L53% NGO

Remedy for the Pacer

The Pacer 5 a disaster. Each
e showld b Atted  with
bogies immediately. Hundneds
of bogies are available yearly
from scrap wehielics
Grataar Todliday, 3 Sowdinbark,
Crxton, Birkewkend [43 SUP

Heritage bonus

I'd like to comment about the
return of Herdlage dicsel units
to itk Llandudno-Blacnaki
Flestiniog line.

For five years | commuied inko
ether Lewds, Manchester of
Bradiped. 1 fecl that the 158s
arenll as  pood as  theyre
cracked ap to be

The seals are oo high ciuesing
a fecting of claustrophobia, i
viui happen o get stuck next bo
SO0 of Eantic
proportions. And as ['m also
over six foot [ cant say I'm
happy with thie rosom w e Ehae
irain ks busy.

Having a Hmiled muamber of
cuits cawses delays during busy
times. The 158 arent peared
for commuber travel. though
they are nsed on such seraoes.
By contrast, ihe ol units do
have more doors, and doeat
forged the pleasure of sithing
right a1 the front of & uné amd
eTing whene vou are going -
always a popular pastime.
S don't kmock the old unds;
some of us think they stll have
a rode to play, espocially on off-
peak  soenik roufes. Lets
concenlrale instead on geblang
the new designs right, and
money being spent where it is
really needied,
1w Mickleburgh, 101 Soartho
Road, Girimeshy, Limonlreshine,
D33 ZAE

Can do hetier

Thene was a good deal o be
desired in the Hertage dicsels

which have sofme advaniages
over the 158s Forward
visthilily is  one,  proper

luggage space, especially for

For your viev

bicyeles, is another. What has
become of the magnificent
forward wisibility of the early
muliiple units, which reached
its splendid best in the Scoltish

blug  Erains? And  the
maximum capscity in 158 of
ome  bicyele, ed  in

sdvance, 15 a disgrace for cross
coLEry tnyins

The 1584 are mod bad but a bat
claustrophoblc with their high
seats and Ehey are ml‘li]l:':l'dh'ﬁ}'
modsy, Wi can dio shill better
[ Heviry Tribe, 198 Gilberd
Rowd, Cambridge CE4 3PH

Timely information

In [laly several comenercial
I:\u'hn!i:nh-rn prodhisce invaluable
ight mational timetables of all
ltalian services, both  pubiic
and private, for only £5 or so.
These are sold  af  most
PHOW S PApeT kiosks, (hario i
the magic word, Merhaps Mr
] f-:-nj could supply them

T

T
hene

Oin & msomne npl||-|urrli.q: ki, iE 18
well worth writing o trave]
cdltors on newspapers sking
therm 1o include  railbus
information. | wrote io the
authiar of a weekly sxtion on
walking in the Cumday
Telegrapde, and public transpor
mndormmation was included i
good while afterwands.
M Shayme Mitchell, Meadow
Himize, Hirrodd, Beds MES 3DE

Threat to ferry link

| have reason to belicve that
the passenger soervice o
Heysham Harbour (for Bsle o
Man boals), =o carefully buwilt
up h:..' Srakink and BE over the
last fow years, has boen
abolishied - by stealth  and
el

Wosecambe Promendade stabion
was replaced by a glorified Taalt

Froam & Jane

Meanwhile, with no advance
announcestent, the track o
Heysham was singled by July
Ralltrack MNorth West claimed
that “engineering work was
akill .,:,:.-,1|||.|||ng' and “could
give no date for a resuampion
o Bl braln service”

A train of maclear flasks has
gone down the single track to

thit power stabon  every
bcasday since the end of May.
Why, thén. no passenger
trains?

A letber to the bocal paper has
[55! :||g|]||;|r|_‘1.1 [ cary et nobsoudy
who knows anything on the
phone at Hailtrack. | wonsder
hiviv many pther branch limes
and Eheie Erain services  afe
being quietly <lesed in the
confusion of privalisaiion

The service to the harbour was

clearly profitable in the holiday
spasor, CHien thoee or  four
diesel multiple unils  were
packed to the rool BR said
they  woulkd  withdraw  the
servioe i wianber iF ot was nolk
fitable, They didn't!
| B W Erighley, 66 Levens Dvive,
Morecambe, Lancs LA3 1[W

Information gap

[ recenily resoued a heavily-
laden bemused passchger for
Edinburgh on the Manchester
Piccadilly through platforms
As she correcily pomfted ol
thiere was no indication on the
TV monitor of a deparure o
Edinburgh
Withoud clearly saying s, that
monibor  was  soledy  for
"Regional Hailways” whereas
the Edinbaurgh frain was on 4
separabe InterCity  departures
momiinr some way away!
These antics are hardly likely
ko encourage rail use.
Joftm Dris, 40 Farrsead Apearmr,
Harpenden, Herts ALS ST

Rail shops

Many country villages have
lost willage shops.

Rall coaches could be
converted i SPAR type
mini markets and ecach one

conld be locabed ab a saitable
steling. accessible b the public.
The cosches could be run as
framchises and mowed if 8 was
found business was good al
o st on Tuesday and
ancther on Thursday. They
could also be pubs, librarics,
restaurants anad travel centres.

1 would e imterested b hear
froen  other EDS  memibbers

abouat this sdea.
Torsrthais Savft, Fint 6, 1590
Houmicssouth Koad, Poole, Dorset
BH14 SHE

Strike idea

Government,  amiens  and
managers musl be foroed be
recognise that the passengers
iberests are paramaant. | this
means rail and ferry workers
giving up thelr right to stnke in
exchange for  compulsory
arbitration, so b ik

Diouglas Smard, 61,5 Caledorian

Crescenf, Edefergh EHTT 2AT

Strike plot

| understamd that rail managers
have L"h|:-n'-.‘»¢'d fears  that
mwearly half the radl network
could be chosed down
permanenily i the sl

wirtkers dispute continued for
three or four months more.

Unfortunately 1 believe this b
be a wery real possibilaty
Hawwewer | would suggest thal

on the present and future of rail

this would be exactly the
oubcome  that  some  SeRpoE
Conservative politicians would
wish for.

I beleve that the signal
dispute was engineered by

ministers  and  senbor  civil
servants a5 & relatively quick
way of geiting muoch the

network ol down with the
eventual aim of using many of
the former routes for private
ol podids

This is mot as Ear febched as B
might at first seem i is well
kmown thai, despite  John
Magor's ere of being  pro-
rall, freight traffic has been
{alling at an alarming rate since
this govermmen! Eook obfioe
and I:i'!l present governmenl
policies do nothing to alfract
goods off road and on b il

We alen kndvew that the dispube
coukd never have happened
had the Governménl
intervened in pay talks, despaie
its imitial anskstence that it had
nek imberiored.

W are now left with a rallway
system that is dying at a faster
rade than emiled ever have been
achieved through  orthodox
government  polehes and  a
situation where public loyvalty
o the indust has  been
strehchd. W st Lcifer
environment than this for the
Governmend 1o announoe  ak
the righl moemend after the dust
has setibed, that i fecls there is
no  longer  jpustificabion  in
maintaining the proesent  rail
mepwork?
The Government would have a
relatively casy time getting al
least some of the system shiat
i,
Mhatnd Labimer, proproefor,
Chesleire Railtours, Gofsovicod!
Codtage, Golsomoolf, r.'u'n!‘
Rodhrish, Somerset TAM 6002

Woodhead story
A recent wisil to the morthern
Poaks |-r|-l.'|.-.1.-|'~d. T

contrasting portrayals ol the
elfect= of a railway chosure

At the Tomside Visitor Cenkre
the fecreabional benefits of the
Lengdendale Trail, a minw easl
wist Trans Pennkne route for
cychists and walkers with all
the advantages of a level valley
bottom pathway, are proudly
displayed by Morth  West
Waker amd the Peoak Park
r"|'|.|1hl.1l'll:!'-

Clossop  Heritage Cenikbre,
commemorating  what would
have been the cenfenary of the
railway on the same route, tells
& rather different story

Fromn the indtial comstnection of

the track o s expamsion afdd
clectrification in the 195k



which made it the oounkry's
mest modemn mamn line - the
true story of Wood head is fold.

Mational  and  Jocal  press
cueltings, meports of  protest
meetings, the mobe of the unions
ard  learmed  socie unbes
(inchuding RS and Friends of
the Easth) are all there for the
vizibor fo assimilate I'p;-t]:,r.

The photographs of @ the
demolifion  gangs  memoving
il n 1981 ape partcularky
emotive. One wriker = qun-h*d
a8 saving Cthis would never
have Ewr- allowed b happon
in the South” | wonder,

A major resuall ol the closuare,
.mmn:fimn:ﬁ Iy lecals, B the vasd
merease in FIGVs wsing the
AR Wordhead Pass between
E}E{lh*lﬂ and Manchester, an
1

corresponding
envirommental  amd  accident
damags.
It sems these afe  wo

distinctly different attthudes o
the kms of this railway = one of
posiive l'lpt:llh..lnil'rl.-.:- o
tourksts, and the sdher of anges
telt by the locals.

As privatisation threatens maore
clostans it s the latber Bype of
pmpln:' wi need B omidovale,
and maust not allow those with
non-rail aspirations for lines a1
risk bo b Hhee boandest voices,

Fm.:l.l:.r. ita s that the rail-
inlo=road which :.Purmd
on Woodhead's demise have
been scuppered anyway, as the
Mational Orid have npow
boughit i ‘mew 1954 funnel bo
carry mplan:‘muﬂt Trans
Pennine calbdies.
Pl G, & el Cororr Bl
Oilley, W, Yorks, L5210 240L0

Stop now

Increasingly in Rwilweich we
read  of oomplints  about
schodules that kail 1o serve the
nevls of indermsediabe stations,

When the Wolverhampton -
Shrewsbury line bt s
InberCity link with the capital
soatee Bwor ard & hall years ago,
the STV ) mosd
infermecdiale staliors  was
slashed in Favour of mnning
tramns  lasl” B comvinoe  Ghe
blic Ehat the moute would be
tter served by Regional
Hailways alone.
The mesull wis & haemorrhage
of custom away from smalker
statiors as the mesidue service

Riled W meet local nevds in
frequency or relisbility

The ke remains loclay, o
tha hwm}ld s and car rThl_-
frustration of experiencing the
sight of lghtly-loaded trains
fying through stations Ehat
onde used o swell lm:.‘lings 1)

:n.nkh proporiions in m:iml;:
= Ficsds, <A P
E‘l.dtnp:wﬂ. PR
Thee eritical issue here is that, as
passenger  numbers  decline,
thore are wer I ﬂ:ghr
their cormer for remsEatement
of a4 mElisbe serviee and
L."\“tﬂh.h-ﬁ]ll}' it can b “proved”
that stations o longer make
PUONOMIC  Snse, Hpn;hli:.r i
they requine extemsive nepains.
RS and all Jobbying groups
will need bo keep a cridical eye
on  what ©ou result  in
clesuiges by stealth
!-'.:imuh.:.m;-m-:-'l:,r, councels  at
E-I:i.'ﬁh, district and county
els  meed o promohe
services, monitor them, repor
deficiencics and  press  for
improvements,
Finally, it & likely that the
Tr.:mpnﬂ F-n'n:'taq.' will iollow
his predecessor in supporting
the commercial awlonomy of
Railtrack amd Traim Operating
Companics.
Mofions. of  hardship,  public
service obligation, dhics and
bic imterest will become
wirks of tha past,
2 JJTMFR | Crumep, 4
Wirdieriwmgaton Ko, Coslsad,
Walperfarmphon

Lords up the creek

The Lo’ Transpart
Commitiee has come down in
favour of allowing 44-tonme
lorries bo operate on our roacds,

This despite the Governmnent's

declared infention o
'pmil:i!.'a.:lf.' decriminate”  in
favour of rail by allowing the

heavier weight enly for orries
wr'ri.nb: railheads, at least unEll
wie oo indo lime wiiths the mest
of Europse in 19,

This was specifically inbencod
[1i] mrnur.i;.t' swap  body
freight on rai

The exira weight allowance
compensales Fof bt g.l.‘:m1
alty incurred by the moad
ulier through the weight of
the swrap-hody itseld.
By allowing 44-teane borrics bo
orperabe anyw here, e
advantage 1o rail s wiped out.
Foad wins yet again.

The argument which now
appoars o have swaved e
Lords iz one alwa-}w pul

forward by mosd seli-inferest
_E_rl'h.l]‘.h. such as the Freighi
ranspoat Association and fhe
Road Flaulage Association, o
thee effect that if one allows
lorres b0 operale at beawvicr
wieighds then get bhe same
armount of freghd moved using
fewer lorries.

In fact the average payloads
carried by the biggest {Jrrm

have dropped b around 16
tonnes, which ol
easily be carréed in 32 tonne
koarics, the previous maximom
borry weiglt allowed.

Onee significant rader added by
the Lords is that mad haulage
shall eover s true costs
imposed on socicly and the
erivironment

Many informed observers put
that at arcwsnd £ Billion, and
less than hali that amount s
oodlected through moad-related
Laxes,

Curinu:.l].', another of the
House of Lords commiltess,
the Furopeam Commenities
Committor, wn:-nl]:,-' mpr.-rh‘-d
that unrestrained  growth in
road braffic could pud af risk
.lni.' attempts to  achieve a
balanced transport policy for
the UK and Europe.

So here whe are on e one hand
dr'-irl.;g our  winsost by case
congestion on roads, while on
the other, we soupper those
indEtives dosigned to achaeve
that aim.
Are the Londs fully awane of
tha signiilcance and
implications o Eheir 44-fonne
abion?
Do we waard fnsight off moads
aned on B raul?
Do we want o go on spending
laxpayers’ money onoower
benper mads, whm mil B
eratilised and available o
relieve masch of the sure?
Christophier Mickals, Secrefary,
Rarl meJrl Coreupr, 26 Squitchey
aie, Chefierd X2 7LD
Political line
O ol the atrengths of the RIS
has  been  ifs  fon-politcal
stance, It & somewhat
dn!u:hmg. theredfore, b ode
the increasing use of the ferm
right-wing. with s pejorative
overlones, i commenls  an
bulkcting amd In articles in
Raileatch.
Whal is meant by the torm
laissez-faire  capitalism and
stale control? b berms
have no place in our material.

If thee socicty wishes to broaden
its appeal it muast be prepaned
b accopt rw.-plq;' froam across

the political spectnam.
K Hurton, 23 Abbeypale, Thelford,
H:lrﬁﬁ i 1AX

Memo to Mr Mitchell
The ﬁn‘buuug s gw exfract |I'i"|l.lrl &

lefler  wewl  #o l|'i'lr'rr|.rr praabdic
Fransgwt mipister Diavnid
Mitchell,

Your lefter in Railowich
Whustrates Ehe chrondc
complace of MI"s and civil

servants. | imagine that in 1987,

when I was obviows  there
would be difficulfes o pelting
TGY brains to London mulﬂh:l;
existing roufe, enginoers
the Covernmand a new noubs
would be the best sobution
Ths, Beguallc ol
Ichsers rnal 2]
:.ptnd.i.n ma money, howeyer
work i hile.
They wire asked: & i ibie
to runm a TGV on the third rail

and  existing  track? Thay
replied: Yes, but  with
diffculty.

Thee resanlt bas Purmeisd ol onode
diifcudt than they -miginn:l =
which is why the trains are still
Aol i SEFVEE

Thas fact s the irains are grm:]_:.l
under-powered on the third
HiIIL '-L:'hil:h mmdamlmm
W roand lop &
masch H‘upftfm can e E-.'hi:'wd
under the wines. There are also
SCTHOLE and EXpETSiE
problemns with the signalling
system,

Moreover, B # tue thal
capacity problemss will only
appear n 20007 I think
capacity problems alrmeady exist
evien b the traine are in
SOTW D,

There are didilcultses m Andi
train patts during the s
bhimers.  This will mestrict travel
b the comtinent dusing these
persnds, Moreowver,  why
should we pal up with the low
speeds in ths country? Whal
I= the ooompmac ulility ol
running a TGY train capable of
150 mph at 8 mph?

'::!h.wcl st mummhrk Froen
eniral Europe. ler passing
Ih:-:rut:h C-:'rrn.ml.' -'I.I'E Eha
Metherlamds, | can see that
Britain's railways  compare
more  with those in Central
Europe. Haut those are
improving, whoereas Britain's
are  detersonaling I am
mhamed o live in such a
coanibry.

With peoipde like vou i charge
Britain is certainly not best. 1
was wamed aboast luticn in
the Coech Republic.  Actually,
il B worse here in southemn
Eng Lan becanise the
Covernmend has no pnl:q.- on
car pn-]lul!in.'m = catalyitic
converters nefuctantly and Lite,
ane] e psbdic traraport podicy
{excepd bo chose it down),
I enjpypcd travelling in the
Metherlands where there & a
'Fl:lhq' of m.lki.nﬁ; buses et
fraims, and ]:l11:|-1.'u:|i.r|.g mn-ugh
& Hhat ofd can visil even reral
arcas without a car. Again, ths
coundry seems like a slum im
COMprison.
E G Matikan, 20 Brookside Road,
Wimbome, Do BHED 2B1

5 AR



The European Union is abming
o halve car emissions - in lre
with Amirscan federal
standards

Beitaim  will be expecied 10
reaire bether emission comirods
om new cars fromm 19T

The codmumission s mow
leoking at the next stage, how
to promode furiher mducons
in emissions by e Viear 2000

Thank pocdness for European
policy mitatives. An unholy
alliance between the British
Gowvernamenl and  the  car
mukkers has meant that Brbish-
musdo cars have been moborioes
polluters for the past 25 years
during which time American
starulards have e
copsisbenily tl;..l"l‘ﬂ-.ml."d

In October, twa fepoits spelbed
out in ddetadl to the Government
thae .,I._Lng:-r-; of pollution trom
goaid Eratfic

The “l,'h‘ll.'ﬂl Laeimission  on
Envirorimeslal Fallution
recommended doubling of fael
wrices by NS with & 3P ol
in the reads programene.

i urged that public cash
ehioul b aivwt b haed 3]
improving  irains ard  busées
wilh a target fo inorease cycling
n fowmna foar-fodd By 2

)

The House of Cofimons
Traraport  Comamitbes also
proluced a report  om
I1.ﬁ|hE'I|'-rI-N].'|hlh|. air padlution
5 Lomadiom

_-".]Ihq_lug_h wisrihy o soamee
e piRs, i recommenadabions
largely irvolve tinkering with
and monitoring the probiem
rather than dealing 'H'E-I:I:I it

Envigonimenl CAMPEETETs
pointed out that it said nothing

about moad  building  and
dismissed the seport as a
fusdgee

s weakness was highlighted
whin a -FH>L|,'-1|'|..-||'| for the
Ravyal Automobile Ulub
welcomyed st MNor hd  of
ecommend  increassd use o
public transpor

The real way bo cul  car
Pﬂ-l'll:llml is | [aiiTig T
dreatically reduce car wse by
creating & prop makicomal amad
5..1,|'|_~i-|_1rl|r|‘!.'_ thi wea of &

European  public  branspor
Eylem For VIS thae
Covernmient  has  been a

speclator as Phl'\llll. Eranspsort

i

fell apart, [t helped the process
on  the way by shing
agbsbdics, Hail's enormoss
potential to cut pollution and
use fuel effidently has been
largedly ignored

Betired TV prodocer H K
Lewenhak believes that these 1=
no Hmmee Bo kiS¢ 0 crEating a
high speed network for Britain
and Furope as the tog lyer of
a public ransport sysiem

The TLY i live Hmes mone
fuel elfictkent than a car and 2%
fimes more fuel efbcent than
an Adrbues

AR the moedmsen!, Govermment
minisiers are =0 desperate they
welcome any  inorease ino Car
production 4s 4 sign that the
CODIMONY 15 om thi '.IT*IJI’H, Ve
though more car FII'I.'I'.IIJI.‘III.PII
spells Increasing polluiion fior
CVETY O

The [wepartment of the
Emvironmend  has adophisdl a

Iansde-ofi .-|p|:||:|_|,1|,|:. 18]
moniboring  Mar - e i[hwtion. It
"ernploys” the Mational
Environment Technology
Lol

Thie oenbre has 500 Rully
audomated  adr sarmpling
stations around the country.
Each station costs £100L0K), Bul
i O R sifed on a raad

Mo wonder the air quality has
been officially “good” when
aity dwellers have in fact been
choking on car exhausts

Even after the two reports in
Oictober, the Govermment has
ni wu.ﬂh.-d its ditermination
1o DO amything.

Wi must have a detabe, iF says
while also kinkting that it wanks
to drop moborway folls.

Wlinisters have albo  (mpleed
that the Hoyal Commission
report (5 ex Iremie, Far From it if
remains  firmly oommitted 1o
the car culbure

The rosd lobby will be
.Iﬂup'll'"\“ all the way o L
bank over Transport Secheiary
Erian Maw hinney s o
micthod o far of dealing with
FHI-MI.|F|II|'\| e road Eraffic.

Instead of devising ways o

reduce the overall lewel of
traffic, he annpunced that
older pelluting  “belching

mongees. will be dnven Brom
Ehie roadd

The st effect will be o boos=t
niew car sales but leave (ralik

as

J.-'i-f._:‘-d,_,

levels wnaffected Thee
Furopean  Union -  much
maligned by the  [British
Covernment - 15 planning o
spenad 6% of WS ransport
cashon rail and only about
W on roacls.

The British Government claims
b speiad G4% on rofds  and
23% on rail but these hgures
are not reliable. They fad o
take into account many hidden
wrilbsicd bis B P,

For every 52 per hesd of the
Welsh population spent on
roads, only £35% & spent on
puiblic  transport  with il
__.;:,-rlu':f_ a  minuscule 2].:.
according to Tony Lross of the
University of Wales Just a
alight diserepancy!

S

The Department of Transport is
alsn erping secret a report by
ihe sbarding Addvizory
Commdttee o Trunk Eoasd
Assessrmend that shows ik form
of cost-benefill  analysis s
\.|_r|1|11|\| L flavined.

But it i hyping up rescarch
which claims (o show Ehal
motorisds  would not switch
from uskng cars even if there
Was A ;ql'\-clsll:rn:ln SETVRL

The facts show that every bme
a ral lime B modermised,
drivers DO switch bo rail in
laFge numbers.

The Government claims o
wani feeight ko switch from
fond fo radl but M B
maintaining its dermand for il
freight bt make a Ffnancal
refum of 8% while giving road
hasillers a free ride

The cost to the Treasury of
abolshing thas demand iz only
500 milleen, slightly more the
ool of building the one-mile
long Limehouse link road in
East London

Owerall of course, such a moave
wioild save money by reducing
the road and brdge bashing
effect of lorries, Passenger Banes
coild come dowm oo

The Department of Health is
Llh.'pulg spcret & Fepost on ihe
1991 Lomdon smog mcidend”
which killed 160 people. 5o
much for a debate

In the past, Britain has often
Bloscicid |-'ur|-|'-|-..'|n i Elateves o

ping for air

b ad -

N-..

ral s |5-c-|l|.|.1|-:ln Mow Ml
Kirmock is the European Linion
Transpart CosiffissioneT.

He distinguished himselt by
crashing his car on  the
motorway and failing to make
trareport AN sl at the last
H.ml_':.ll election.

Let's hope he gets it right this
ElEmne

B Go rail for srowth seihond
the Flv||||||1|.1l'l'|! aElwiny stadions
1'-.nn-'|du-.j useful boast be wrban
ecomomies, acording o RDS
reOpeETIEES commities
researcher David Hemshaw ot &
|'\lr|-||r|1|_'|'|..:|.r:.' 'htu-.jl,- of the elfecis
of rail on local eoonsnemses.

He studied population growih,

a key coonomic indicabor, (bl
o over a 10-vear period bo

19 smd  found  that  rail-
conras bedd fowms i b
FH'Iﬂlhl 10 T |."'5' 11.1%,

compared o ¥ I bowns

withiouf a rail servioe

B Lvn Skoman of Tramsport
2000, Dr Mayer Hillman, Dr
Johi Whilelepp, Kirsten Denke
of Greenpeace, amd  Labour
WP amd MEPs will be the
speakers ot 4 Conference on
Transport, Employment  ans
Dwiality of Life on 21 Jamwary at
Comvway Flall, Bad Lion Square,
Lomnadom Wi

[Ddakls from 0171 263 7424, N
vl want o atbend "'i.'"-l-l i
chogue for 7 {3 unwaged)
pavable to SERA, 11 Geoodwin
Sipeel, London M4 3HO

B Modermuseng & rail moute |.'l_l.'
introduding mew trains and up-
te-idate sigallimg usally
mcreases revense by bebeaien
4N and &F%. H oalse reduces
wear and bear o rowsds and
redisies  pollution  because
people sywwilch From rowd to rail
W Centfos sl dinsctor
penieral is o e offered a free
bus amd rakl pass instead of a
.L-cr:u.l'ull.:r Car.

B B[S recetved a donation al
E138 in August from Green
Express wihich O EATITSES
special day trips by irain from
Lancashire and  Yorkshire
Cireen |E|.,|,1r|_'-ﬁ IF&ire ofbon wmse
the Settle-Cardisle roufe. For

detajls  of the  currend
programme,  phone 484
4224930




Trains for the tourists

Sore |'-r-:|p|r visil
Shakespeare's home town ol
Stratford-upon-Avon than any
other boirisd desdimnation
ostsldie Lomdon

But for many years the town
did not have a dieect ranl link
with Lomnclon

Mow a few Tarbo dicsels do
allow tmavel from  London
withoul  changing  frains,
,|'|||||||p3|1 Fheere 15 siull o o leeet
soervice on a Sunday.

Baf the area around Stratford
has & rch railway history
which & reveabed in a new
ook by RIS member Johin
Bawmibon.

He describes how the Line o
Bermingham narrowly q-|_1|'\-nl
closure in 1969

Protesters went fo the High
Coiert the dav before the line
was due e close and won an
injunction halting the closure
becaise of irregulirities m the
|'|r-|v|.'|'~|||||| (14 rl'i'l.Hn.'||'hl'|I.1 hln-
SCTVICTS

Thanks to the determination of
these campadgners and another
campaign fo save i in i b
198k, the Morth Warwickshine
lime survives bo this day

Ihese evenbs amd the s
warlver history are chronicled in
Shakes iy & .f':un':nu.r\-

lohn argues for rmprnlns thi
line south of Stratfor o
vonmect widh the Worcester-
Uktord line of HomeyDourne,

amd  the introduction of a
circular VI Froam
Yaddington, via Leamington,
Warwick, Skl bodx] apal
Chfosed

Of  oourse  our  blinkered

Department of Transport  is
trying o build o mew mosd on
(1% trackbed i thir
proposals. are being vigomously
contested &l a bengthy  puiblic
niglairy & the bewn

Mew travel opportunities will
Fvwrwer b creabed  mexi s
' b i S S~
Birmingham  line  will b
creabed, Traims will mun from
Ceratfond 1o SHMourbndge  vea
Mosor Street and Sewow Hill

It has Raken bme o achieve
improvements in ral servees
and the same was true in the
1%k century.  Hendey-ine-Arden
resicents foaght for a branch
limi bor 3 years!

John's book alss condains a
achoolboys’ log of a joumey
[rom Siradford 1o the West
Loy 14 i 1 It [
reproduced alomg with =ome
-.pllmn.lld I]~:I1-'-I-\.-*~~ taken by one
of them, T E Williams, in later

GONE WITH REGRET: A night parcels traln in the Stratord bay &f Leamington Spa in 1970, Fow
parcels now go by rall with the reswlt thal parcels vans trying fe mee! impossible deadlines,
spead along our roads causing danger and confusion. One road carrier even uses the name

Fanie Link. These are lpssons fo laarm hera.

yvears. His photos are now in
the Mational Radlway Museum
colbection

Sirakbaed At a brave
experiment which i properly
follvwed wup, ooak have

transformed Britain's railways
The coiendrv's  Figst
] 2ErViCe pasdr
streamlined  Elmph AL
railcars ran through e fown
as far back as 193, linking
Eirmingham Snow  Hill and
Cardiff Cameral

The diesels. which callisd ondy
M CGlonscester  and h'n'wpu'-ri_.
supplemented  the  exishing
steam service and were Easler
by 35 minutes. Mind vou a
supplement of half a crowmn
was charged

l""q.ph"\-'\-

Even though the cars wene
officlally  designated  third
class, they were equipped with
carpets and, to start with, a
ket

This  fwrw -||.||'||,l|'|'\'| in el
services s dealt with in detail
i the book which alsa
describes  expefiments in the
i Of Fadio \|r:|'|.'||]lr'||\: b 1982
by the Seratford and Madlend
Junction  Hailway, otherwise
krvown as B Shaunt b o Mike
amsl [oll 'Emn Evervone was
impressed by Heinrich  von

Eramer's “Hailophone™ but il
WS fl -q,ll_"..i_'||-|h_"~\.|.

The maosl surprising paralled
w|!|1 sk |,lr.1|.ll..|' r|'.-||-'.lh"'h
was on the  horsedrawn
Stratford anmid Moreton
Tramway which ur\-rn.fd in
186

The company did not own the
hsrses and  wagons  bat
charged a toll for the use of the
likee. The company was merely
the track  authowity, the
cauivalent of Railtrack.

The tramway builder William
lames saw the mnoed for a
Copmwrral Plaadlnoag] © cApAny Lan
integrated national nefwork) 10
a shudy he wrobe in 1B08!
Mobody was listening then. 1=
anyone ]|l-||.1|:||.‘!; Ao
Shakpsare s Man mns  conkakns
i _|.;|I-|H.| collecteon of umusial
pichures. including a puzh-and-
pull steam traim on the line
trom Leamungion in 19570 and
several rare piciuncs of a 1932
Fo-Eailer

This 26-seaber rodd bus was
adaptedl by the Lomsbon
Midland Scobiish Railway af
Wolverton so it could meet the
cupresses  af  Blsworth,  then
rum on rall bo Skrakbord whene 1§
woisld copver! b road miode o

Picture: Pabar Shoesmith

debiver passengers  bo ihe
Wielcombe hotel in the town

The book also includes carnent
codour photos, as well as plans,
piEmaalles andd archive
akleErial

The large format A4 Book has
L o S RIS mweimbsers can
gl a signed copy post free by
sending £995 1o Mid England
Haooks, B8 Bt A2,
Kiddermister  DYVID 4YY
Mention R when ordering
and the socety will benefit
trom a Sp donation for each
COpry e

e R R SRR R R AR R R LR

Advertise Do you  have
second-hand raillway books of
rallwayana o sell? Then why
don't wou advertise them in
Raifmtch?”  Small ads are
avadlatle al .'."-|I|.l per word for
IR iIFl of cthers]. Send
your adveri: with remittance
mn advance o Eailwatch, 4
Christebisrch Square,  Londen
ES THU Bdake i |1r|.'|L||"|1
pay able o RIS

Your meney For every L1 ol
laxpayers money  spenl  on
ratlwaws, £3 b5 spent on roads,
according o 'IJ'-r:u.-th'-rl L LE
whicth says our spending on
prusledic II-\.I'I'."-EEHIH is bess than o
third of the LFOPCAN aveTage

B



How Uncle Sam took Pallas
the wrong turning

America could have Itid the f:'l.lrld-
into & high-apeed  ralway  fuiune.
Insbead it was higcked by the road
ard aireraft lobby and took a wrong
tarming. shimmering silver-skinned Zephyr
train madc the longest and fastest land ran in
history as far back as 1934,
The lightweight diesel streamliner incorporated
the most advanced technologies of s day and
aoross 1,005 miles from Denver to Chicago
in under 15 hours, breaking the extsting 401 mile
revord of Britatn's steam-powened Royal Scof in
1928, 1§ s=n &t over 100 m'Ph for much of its
poummney,
Railway chairman Ralph Budd pul the hyt
o service the same year - and doubled
TEVETTieG,

Oither LS. raalways quickly Fodlevwendd muld weith
streamliners of their own. The Comet for
insbanee travelled af 109 mph from Beston fo
Ehode lsland and led bo the greatest speed-up of
rail servioes the world had seem,

In 1928 nnl.y wrer brakns woere scheduobed

At over W m|1l1. By 1936 there were I‘.'-H

By 1959, the rail Lmn wss was looking

ood. [ ithe wiir, the railways proved o

Elr one of America’s greatest assels,

carrying four Hmes as many passengers as in

1‘7'1? Iﬁl.l:'rll' haaled "«'ﬂ"l_{-li.'rl' all drl;‘?'IP-:;i ru:'.'

ipmient and 9570% ol all froops, thi

ﬁ-ﬂm—vlmk dependability of the dicsel, bul
ahﬂhﬁ.' centralised traffic control

At the end of the was, the rallways were pogsed
be build on the speed, costs and efficlency
advan which had made the sireamiiners so
sworsabul.

Hait their wellbeing was fatally undermined by
gnw‘rnmmt'pnﬁrim.

The US governmen! became the mailways
biggest competitor, as first Congress and then
the White House jumped o the transport
business, Public money spent on -:lllgt'llls- and
roads rocketed to dizzying heights, dnven by
the polities of the Cold I?';r'-':lr and the '].h'lt‘i.
Barrel”.

£13 billion of public m wis spend on
airports by 1960 with the ludicrous explanation
that airperis were useful for national defence,
Even the road building programme was justified
on the grounds of mational defence with the
threal of afomie attack "needing a superhighway
systesn o speed the evacuation of cilies”

The Defiense Highways Act of 1956 stanted the
“greatest public works programme in the histery
of the world”,

Anather chetacle for the railways was the 15%
federal excise bax on commeaon-carrier tickets and
local property fawes, with New York Central
-rallw-;}l becoming the single biggest taxpayer in
the city.

Railways were paying bases and Ehose Eaxes
e Ieing; & # on bullding roads and airports.
The Great Morthemn railway paid C1.6 millson in
one year while Western Aurlines for instance
paid £14.

The govermments promotion of roads and

runways made it easy for lorry companies,
airlines and bus companies, as well as private
miodorists, to compebe with rallways that bailt
and maintained their own rights of way.

Desplie the roads having the worst safel
prmﬁnn,. the safety bobby managed to get an
mph restriction on high-speed trains and &0
mph on most other irsins.
Now Washinglon's  encroachment  of H'I-.t
framsport business i clearly seen for what it
was, a wiolation of the principls of free
enberprise,
The creation of ZR000 miles of lesstabe
highways between 1956 and 199 at public
s el b 59,400 mibles of railways being
taken oul of passenger service.
America’s  inter-city  radl r  servioe
dwindled from 2,500 trains in 19584 to fewer than
SO0 im 1968,

The unprecedented legislative and  financial
support marshalled on behalil of the roads
programme complebed the transformation of the
railways from a proven national resource 6 4
rusty relic,
The once blaring torch of Amerbcan inter-city
passenger service had dimmed to a faint dod on
ithe horizon  when  the Mational  Railroad
Passenper Corporation {Amirak) took over in
197
Evenn now high-speed rail advocates face a
formidable opponent i the hilf:wag.- bolsbey,
which has dominated American thinking about
transpos sinoe the sevomd workd war
But the ideas of trainmaker Edward Budd were
enthusiastically faken up in Japan where inber-
city streamliners woere introduced bo & primilivo
sysbemn. A few yeard later came the h-ﬁ:u;pﬂ\d
let train which tumed in profits thi

shart.
High=peed rail has played an
impressive part @ culling frans
comts gl oal imports for Japan. The 160
mph Ballet train was three times more
uctive than aircraft i berms of
labour efficency, five Hmes betber in Bvvestmend
terms, eight limes sefter in encrgy use. There
heas beeen e e death on Bullet trains and new
Bullet trains will mun at 215 mph.
In Framce, the TGY to Lyon had repaid the £15
billion invested kn G by 1991 and France now
plans over 15 years boe create a 3000 mile TowW
petwork at a cost of £23 billion {the same cost as
Britain's road building  programmel.  Who's
wrong?
Germany ks bullding a 2500 mile high speed ICE
network, and Italy and Spain have high-speed
services runming.
Despabe the hundreds of billions of dollars
poured inte roads and airports, America has less
mobility today than 40 years ago. The average
speed of urban traffic is seven mph, the same
sped] a4 a came] caravan 2000 years ago.
Information in this article wes extracted from
e article entitled American Reilroad by Mark
Reutter published 1 The Wilson Quarierly,
sl 19 degue,

By John Barfield

The brash Tewas
oil  “towm™ of
Dallas - made
famous by a TV
soap — mesembles Manchester
in 1991, when the streels were
being dug up o provide the
Motrodink tram system
After vears widded 1o the car,
Dalles &= |.‘I1-*|.'4.'||:||:||r'|||:'r a light
rail-based  public iransport
network calbed DART,
[Dallas Area Rapld Transit.

Construction crews are already
busy in the pedestrianised
centre of Daflas where noew
trains will be runming along the
strevts h:p' next year.

The trains will operate through
a part-bored and pari-cut-and-
cover  tannel  which  was
completed in January.

Anocther key stage was

if Seplember best year with the
O o of a new rail besdpe
awier the Trinaty Kiver

The X0-mile lght mil network
costing E575 million should be
fully operational in 1996 0i is
duscribed as o “slarber sysicm”.
The scheme grew from a 1984
decision by voters in 14 towns
and cities 1o allocate a 1% sales
tax b0 fund a public Lran!ﬁorl
systern for the 25 millbon
E:I_ll_'rp'l-u '|i'i'i-l'lﬂ; in the Dallas-Fort

ol anea.
Whether the network grows

beyond &  Tstarter  system”
depenids on a 1996 vole on
alditiomal funding,

DART camee irbe being 10 yoars
ago b has had a turbualent
JLn.mr:,.' thanks b Ehe strength
off the ol bbby,
The carly Vreags WO
concenirated  on expanding
and rrnp:'n'.'iruz bus servioes -
providing 13,000 stops, 500
weats, MM shelters and eight
rk-and-ride  stations.
wses  are wsed by 160000
people every day.
Mow though commstess are
hoking forward o travelling
o Pha two= and three-car brains
whhich will be ranmang overy 10
minukes in the rash howr,

The electric  frains  will be
environmentally clEan,
important in a dty  where

ocone bevels ane "significant”,
“We ase pursuing funding to
allow s fo :ﬁr.'r froe  oF
reduced  fares  during  ozons
abert days,” said DARTs Tony
Mendeea,

Theee ame ]:!lam for an adrpeort

the tral
driving
signific
I Ao
their p
emissin
elirmina
and paa

Thiry



sees the light

w stxlion lor the Dalles subwrb of South Qak CUIY is
witl. By 1997 the Ught rall system will be operating

commuter SETVHE
| by "hese] multple
aved . the exishng

orridor between Dallas
it Worth, operated by
Pacific and [h.lrlmgl-.m
.

pes wiell, these tralns
¢ running by 1995 o
ww  stabons. In  the

netghbouring state of Georgia,
Atlanta has had an integrated
Metro system for 15 years, But
Amtrak will peed uprating if it
i o rise bo the challenge of the
Olympic Games in 1996 A
proper Ambrak central station
152 firsk Fequinement

Ih»‘lnwﬂ four wvisits to the
LIS yvear, | saw much

merica gets back

If planniers were Io

dream up a chean,
efficienit ancd sake
iranspori  syslem
tics the world over,

g be hard pressed 1o
3 botter kbes than raal

r. It sk RI¥S
nda”. It is what large
of American opinion
ate o, They kook
i way Europe
In are creabing better
e

+ Sweden planning to

¢ much in ragl as in

er the mext decade and
i plannang o past

viestment I orakl than
o mext 15 years.

mlhT;‘Tu global rail
prope e by a crisis -
ke crisis = bat
orsening of air quality
I Congisdinn.
roe, poople who take
Iu 'muﬂ. rather than
m-tlmﬁm
1 -;n:ul cortribution
ling smog. They out
momal nitrogen oxide
s by BFE amed virtiaally
s carbon  monoxide
culate emissions.

e alsm hflpmg Iy

I'lrnll.-nl: wasteful use of Land
roads and airports. But at
the moment, the American
government is still locked i an
embrace with a discredibed and
sometimes cormupd road lobby.

In 154, &t 15 spending £13
Eilllon oo moads, 20 Hmes the
amount spent on raill. This
bavish spending amd  hidden
akd means that LIS drivers ane
suEbsidised o the extend of
alrout S400 ballion a year.

Rosearch now shows that dor
every mile of travel, the unpaid
sovial cost of cars B weven
times that of trains. Travel by
train is also six lEmes o
elficient per passenger than
goimg by car.

When aocial costs and financial
coabs are Raken inBo accownt,
the radlway s almiost always
thir most cost=riective solution
o transport needs. Bail's worth
1o society extendds far beyvond
mere Enpebon revenues.

For instamoe, W% of o are
affected by road noise inside

their  lwomes,  Many  suffer
hearing  loss,  stress  oarad
disturbid sleep. Then there is
pollution, tra wkionr, ol
dependence i o

accidents. The road lobby has
achieved dominance of the

progress  being in
pm'nd pubdic lr.j:mp-url: Hast
the amintisis Clinton master
plan A Vision for Change has
nol been good for Amitrak, the
neanest thing America has o
an inver-city raal service
!5|.1rul|ng; o it remains mcagre
and it is kept seriously short of
cash for day-toe-day operations.
Amtrak B pleading for one
E:-nn of Ehe federal fuel tax bo
allocated to a passenger rail
infrastructure fund.

While [Dallas |5 maturing,
America still has a way o go.
* Ilghl refich; New York i
b bglbd o Hght rml
1P, I'| ERS  millicn 42nd
Street light radl fine will link
174 Limibed Mations
headguariers, Grand Central
and mﬁﬁquarr and will be
largely funded by the private
siscior,

1 A nestadied
i:l.nl:-n-n at hr.slmmu.' Flonida,
has boosted bcket revenue by
113% at a time when overall
claslom was shls

on track

lr.hu.guﬂ world by cheating. In
the 1930k and s, several large
companbes, including Goneral
Motors, Standard Okl of
Califormia, Fhillips Petroleam,
Mack Trucks amd Finestons
Tire and Rubber, schemed b
.:|||:|:|ui.n:' and scrap the bram
sysfems of US  cities  and
replace them with buses and
il

A lederal court convicled  thee
companies in %9 but ot was
fown ake,

AR important  plece of  the
transport  infrastrecture hacd
been deskroyed, ome that cities
are now spending Billions o
replace.

Thiz  arficle s baged om
extracts from Back on Track:
The Global Refl Revival
Worldivatch Institule 1994,

% (dferoad advice: Mew York
cily's transport authority has
put I.'l[l Bozo the Clown posters
ai at drivers in the traffic-
choked roadis  saying: “Hey
Bozal Lise the mass transit "

# Belligerent Bosos: Amerca s
lorry  drivers’  union,  the
Treamsters, is targetin
indusirial  action at
companss who are planning to
send mone goods by rail.

When the earth
moved in LA

Kail came to the rescue when the Los
Angebes area was devastibed by an
carthquake in January. The rmoad
system was dislocated and  proved
extremely expensive to repair, bul Metrolink's
seven rail lines proved Iﬂhr'ﬂﬂ'll'tl;ll..ﬂ“'d ST 1A
carthspiake country and got services  quickly
restoned.
Califormias had .almad:,.' pendbarked on an ambikiows
new urban rail ammee and the quake hielped
o make people realse how useful it was

Badly buckbed rabl Hees were replaced ag a fraction
of the cosl of rebuilding elevated freeways. Mew

services wirre also introduced.

An enhanced “ireeway replacement” servioe was
intreduced on the line o Santa Clarita and
Antelope Valley which runs through one of the
worst affected areas.

U this one ling there wene 3 Hmes the usaal
number of passengers. The Army Corps of
Fn;mwﬂ was drafbed kv bo 1pn~d up the building
of stations on an extension o the lme. Until the
quake, plans to extend the hine were menely
“umaler consideration”

Los Angeles’ Metrolink system was also extended

north by mine miles along e Pacific coast o
Chonard (66 mibes from Los Angeles Central) 1o
relieve congestion on the parallel  Vemtusa
freeway. Mew double-dick commaner rains wore
brought in on the 87-mile long commuder roube
saigth o Oveanside whese it s now pessible 1o
imberchange with commater irains from  San

[Hego.

In July, police had to be called 0 to control
crowds when  Metgolink  launched  commutber
aervices from Riverside

The Metros Red line will seon reach MNorih
Hodlywood and work will start nest year on
ERSD midlson dowr-mide oxfonsson.

L eles, which B now famows for ifs tradiic-
induced smog. onee had 1000 miles of steeet
iramnways, Mow Southern Califomia Fll.m-:. fi
prnl.-'ldt-a femile metwork of ]|Fhl rail. although
much of it will ran on existing freght-only lines.

Mevertheless it will be the largest public works
progoct i America, paid for maindy by local taxes.

Om the other sidie of Amwerica, the US Governamens
i= putting £125 million inte the 300 million plan
by the state of Massachuseis to restore commuter
lamis around Boston by 1996 o provide “highway
congestion relief”.

And in Philadelphaoa, it was estimated that for
every £1 spent on aew rall links, £ would scorue
bix thie slabe while the todal coonomic benefit would
b 29, The payback for investing in rail is buge.
Everyone, not just the train travetler, sewicfals.

# The long waat for clean aire Cahformia has set
dates for the introduction of “rero emission
wohicles™. From 1998, I of all new cars most
%a!u free of all emissions, rising to 1065 by

& Tram comeback: r1-..m-.||mu Eﬂnnn
reapen the city centre tram loop, cf

‘Jﬁ



LOCAL ACTION

Scotland
By Daugls Smart

Strikes SootRail estimates i has lost E5m in
busiess & 4 resalt of the signal workers
sirikes  and  concurrenl lems  with
Haymarket signalling. We welcome their
L2000 campaign to win back customers
amel wish Ehem every Sucoess

Mew station A new station has b
opencd near Falkirk at Camelon, yards
wist af the old stalion. The privabely
finamced Prestwick Airport station has also
been opened, '||_-r||_1:|1ﬁ11n aftractive air/ rail
fare packages fog lights from the &ifpon

Palitical response Mublic apathy, which
has allowed the Governmand bo pet away
with their privatisation legislabion. soems
to pervade |h‘||i1h'.1.'| cirches.  We esHmate
that tis year we have wrilhen fo approxe-
mately B politicians at all levels, including,
party officials, Hul the branch has hagt
meaningful cosrespondence with  only
three poditicians throughout Scolland.

Busways in Adelaice and Essen have been
less than successful but there is & similar
scheme projected for Edinburgh  Alrpont
.all_11|; wilth a hl.llql." Fl-ll'l. anel ride scheme.
Tl airport alone cannol possibly justily a
Hal busway and not many motorsts
wiill beave ihictr cars to use buses which will
e sBisck i the sumee ety cenbre tradfic jams.
W can only conchade that if the busway s
swoessbul, it will be at the expense of
aftracting existing park-and-ride ScotRail
customers  Ehroughout  central  Scotland.
Any detailed mformation on Essen, Adel-
aide andd other park-and-ride bus schemes
would be gratefully recebved

Wessex
By Diavid Stevenson

Veninor success The campaigh b0 Beogen
the Shanklin to YVentnor line is gathering
msommentum. A grant aof £5,000 from the lsle
of Wight County Coundl has been matched
by a similar amount from  the Rural
Development Commission. The cash has
s Elll;:-dﬁ:-d as a resull of sustaimed cam-

igming by the VYentmor  Kaiway
Association and s earmarked to fund an
independent engineering, feasibility study.
Meapwhile, a Civic Trast peport inte the
gegeneration of Ventnor has recommirided
restoration of the railway as the single most
popular project in the town and malkes it
fop priority. BDS hus supported Ventnor
Railway Association by contributing o
ublicity costs from the reopenings Ilfl-ﬂ-d
wrther detalls of the VEA can be obdained
frorm Seeve Backwell, 73 Lowtherville Road,
Ventnor, Isde of Wighi O3S LAR

Coancils' fomm County Councils in the
area served by South West Traine have
goined forces bo represent Ehelr intercsts bo
the Franchise [hrecior, Rail Regulator and
Government, The grouping is known as
Souih West Trains Forum apd it has
already sent a delegation bo mect the miw
Minister for Kosds and Mublic Transport,
John Wakts, 1t ks hogeed that the combamed
sirength of this new ofganksation wrill
enable it to fight any eroskon of the benefils
of coundil-hinded Fall mprovements

Light rall progress A
d_:mi'mrl-!:_tn'hﬂrn light

[

Paostsmouth-

r.':l'h::l:

ramesal

scheme movied a step closer with the stal-
lishment of & project office in Gosport and
thar completion éﬁum feasibilsty stodies.
Publicity issued by Hampshire County
Council suggests application for an order
under the Transport and Works Ad 1992
could be made as early as 1995 with the
systemn  operational by the year 2000
Shedies inte polential extersions o the
system are also under way.

Morth West

Ty Robert
Cummings

Liverpool lght rail Merseytravel has com-
missboped consultants Sieer, Davies aned
Cleave to study the potential of light rail on
three routes 1i_-..1mf thee waberfromt anes and
city centre with Old Swan and Page Moss,
Wavertree and Metherley, Broadway and
Crosteth. The Liverpool Lighe Bail 'ﬂnluil.
& copsortivum of organisations, has boen s
up. A possible source of e (given the
lack of Government soney despite the
ouslstanding  success of the Manchester's
Metrolink and Shefficld's Supertram] is Ehe
Objective Area One stahas rl.-l.1.1l1::| gained
by Meseysade in the  Eoropean
Community.

Metrolink extension Greater Manchester
Passenger Transport Authority is toe begin
consilbation on the roule of a Metrolink
extertion o Fooles wia Salford Cuays The
authority anticipates the link could be open
by 1998, although this would appesr to be
optimistic. The authority has te obtain
parliamentary powers. the cstimated
75 million cost, it has earmarked £25 mil-
lon from the =ale of Greaber Manchester
Buses. European and private finanoe could
make up the balance. The dedsion fo give
priority 1o this route will dhm'h"iﬂt rakl
users in Oddham  and  Rochdale  swhio
wanted conversbon of the Oldham boop line
next. Trams might not now b seen in
Oldham and Rochdale until well into the
niesd conbury.

Wesl Coast main line While acknowledg-
img the need b cury oul engineering
works on busy lings at weekends, the
brarch has become concerned about the
West Coast main  lie closures  every
Saturday evening/Sunday during the
winfer with few diversionary servioes over
thi Setile-Carlisle line or replacenent bus
services, Om Saturdays, last frains from
Fuston to Sootland leave at 1450, while the
last train to the Lakes and Carlisbe beaves
Euston af 1630, The last train scuth to the
West Coast main line will depart Edin-
burgh at 1150 [t would seem  considera-
tion for the meeds of the travelling public,
something promoted by sectorisation in the
1%k, has been blown out by Railirack and
wie have suffered a backwards step Lo the
days when the civil engineers commanded
mone power than was good for the rilway,
Festball fans and day trippers will suffer
|::rtu'uL:|rl1_.' by this action and the branch

« made represcntations o both Batlerack

and the Rail Users ConsuBatyve Commt-

e, Ohur affiliabed rail users association, the
Lakes Liwe Action Group has  secuned
comstderable media attentson, in Cumbria,

Hope for one sfation The Rail Users Lofie
sultative Commitiee  for  Morth  West
England has recommended that Park St
o showld not be closed. The branch gave
evidence at the Jume public enguiry in
Manchester, No case could be found for
retaning Godley East the 1 because il
was largely replaced by Godley stabion in
(R comimittes recommended  that
any fulure propossl to close Godley,
ol wnder  the '.'\:'[H.'“'L'r Amendment,
-..|ELH|LI: b subject o stabutory closure pro-
eedure While fnding no grounds for
hardship by the closure of Males Flatting,
the cosmemitber had somae hy'lhpalh:-' with
the arguments o retaining the statian
infrastruciure for emergency use (f the
ewend of the closure of Manchesber Victoria
station because of accident of security alert,
The report has bevn Forwarded bo the Sec-
retary of State for Transport whe will make
a decision on Ihe closures. Wi hn{:’i
Mawhinney's record on this issue pro

be better than  that  of  his  dismin
predoecessar

And finally A North West branch member
informs me that he recendly quewed at
Manchester  Piocadillys  undermanned
travel centreé in ofder o purchase the new
all-lines Hmetable, o be told lhl.'fr o] ]I’!ﬂﬂl.'l’
apll i1, Mo was directed 1o the stabion bosolk-
slall.  While only & minor issue, this tabe
contradicts the stabed aim of the Railways
Act 1993 wikich claims to make the railways
irvii commercially mancdiod!

East Anglia
By Trevor Garrod

Decks hope Railtrack East Anglia direcbor
Richard Middlston gawe a very upbeal
prescntation on fubure prospedts ab a pu'll-l".
mweting, organised by the branch in Ips-
wich on 17 September. Felixstowe is the
country's fourth busiest port bub served
only by a single track non-clecinfied
branch. 5o Rallivack, the port amd local
councils are planning a feasibility stugil
ik imvproving infrastructure, Baltrack
also looking at restoring Freight tradkic o
Lowestodt amd King's Lymn docks.

Unfaker Failirack was n:\|l.||1'l“'=‘| tor mmaakee &
financial refurm on invesienent but roads do
not. Railtrack wanbed a level plaving feld
For esarnphe, there wene bwo Wik hll—‘ﬁi"‘-
between Morwich and MNoeth Walsham
Under present fales Rablirack woukl have
i charge the passenger and freight opera-
tors for strengihening these [f, as a result,
traffic was lost fo the roads, Norolk
County Council would pay the cost of
strengthening road bridges.

Reopenings Mr Middleton sasd Railirack
haid Eakoen oser _-\.Fluny_m"h:"- of the [l
gor Teopening projt on the Cambmdge-St
Ives line and was working on costings. He
would be talking o Essex County Council
abonst & BraimereeStamsted Adrport link

Fine thowghts Memanes of a fommser rat
manager were evoled at Saxmundham on
11 October when RDS General Secretary
Trevor Garrod  performed  the  naming
ceremony of a class 153 Sprinter train. The
unit has been pamed Gerard Fienmnes alter
the former Eastern Region general manager




who retired to Aldeburgh and  became
president of the East Suffolk Travelbers
Associalbon, A 1 &n thie eragn recoeds
the achievements Mr Fienmes, who died
in 1985 and was one of the pioneers of the
basic raalway with paytrains and automalic
TSI,

Road plan shelved The plan bo spend
nearly £10 million on the A4S betwesn
Livacestift aned Beochs huis bsaen shelvied log
five years. That gives a window of oppor-
tunity to argue for rail improvements.
Cyecle sense Waveney Uycling Campaign
conducted a survey on irain Iu.'ulm,p e
the East Sufiolk lne and concluded that, on
the vast majority of trains, a relacation of
the males governing bikes by train wouled
nat cause probdems.  Local managers say
they will address this issee onoe presend
plans to make trains more accessible for
wheelchair wsers have been completed

Wales
By Chiris Magner

ambrian Limes David Williams has been
T-ni.nh'd by Gawynedd County Counal to
witlp develop the Cambrian Kailway from
Shrewsliry bo Porthmadog. The Cambrian
Ball Users' If_'“.-nuup have decded to book
after and renovate Cacrsws station.  They
have alio had a stand 8t Mewtown stabon
on Saburday maemengs fo 45sis8 PassenEers
It also organised a public excursion Trom
Welshpool to Pwilhell which  abracked
eighty-two passengers. Details of the group
from I Crompdon, Hettenewydd, [lamd-
imam, Powys, SYIT A4
Heart of Wales This summer's Heart of
Wales Rambler special Sunday train servioe
attracted an average of 63 peaple on sach of
thee 20 trains. The best figune was B people
The connecting bus service from Landrin-
dod and the Elan Valley attracted 15
on average por week.  Heart of
ales Line Travellers' Associsiion mem-
bers worked very hand bo prticise the
frains.  HOWLTA p.'nd e MW spRIpeT
advertising, something other groups coobd
do b acise their lines. About B0 people
_ﬂlﬂ «f HOWLTA AGM at Bucknell on
Aurday 17 Seplember. But RDS Wales
and HOWLTA are seriously concermed
abowt the vk of publicity at Shrewsbury
for thee Hisdrt of Walis' trains

Sirike actlon RIS Wales was conmcermsed
that the dispute was ha rural lines,
larty the Heart of Wales and Cam-
rian fain Hoe (he Cambrian Coast lne
nFn,'-r.'uh;'d oy the last few strike d.-l:p"’l-]. e
appealed to BEMT o s rid thee strike on
the rural routes and the signalmen
donate their wages fo the unsa.  BBC
Wales, both madio and TV, featured the
RIS Wales regueest with ures of the
Heart of Wales line on the 1%, lan Murray
appeared on BBC TV for the society. The
1[0?' was taken up by the Cambrian Mews,
Daily Post, the Bimmingham Post, local
radio  stabions and HITV This ot
brought ROS Wales to a wikle audbence, the
sl successiul [thl:nl'!.' for the sockety
vel.

Frodiham bto Runoomm link line What may
well have been the very Last scheduled

ssenger frain to traverse the Frodsham
unchionm fo Halten Jumction bHnk line. the
1820 Landudno Junchien be Liverpoal

Lime Street, ran on Saturday 24 Seplember,
Thee favwe coch Erakn haaelied h:,-'."lll 1 Wigan
Pier, contained abaowat 50 OTS, Many
wsing the train from Chester to Liverposd b
avoid the resignalling work on the dinect
Chesber o Bllﬁ‘ﬂhm line which involved
& b servioe from Heoton fo Birkenbead.

The Morth Cheshire Bail Lisers” Group has
been fighting for five years to develop the
|l which § Believe could be used for a
Liverpool to Morth Wales direct service
This summer the group was bsd to bl
the oulward pourmney irom Liverpool to
Morth Wales via Warrington (the link line
iz oo way onlyl, w b marketed as a
day return facility, but this did not mater-
iahse, Shovald the line be put up for closure
-|,|I.|r'|,:|1.$ ihi winier p¢n-n-d a effort will
be made to save it and the MCRUA will be
delighted 1o hear from RDS readers to help
them in their campaign.  Please contac
Jobin Holbbs on 09525 S18091.

Severnside

By Erlc Barbery

Green dilemma Wiltshire County Council
apeears o have given approval bo ihie rail
lrﬁght dqmr pro on lamd near the
Honda factory at Sowth Marston, Swindon
but Thamesdown borough council wants
th sabe to remmain as green Gelds,

Clean-up needed A rail freight depot site
has been meserved at Mercbank, Awvon:
maofh, between Rockingham works and
the =melting works, provided the t
contamination of the sibe is dealt with and a
complementary lorry park s provided
Mew stations Bristol city council is keen 1o
s new stations opened at Ashley Hall,
Horfield, Henbury and Hallen.  Hallen
could use the remadns of Chiltening plat-
form and could become an interchange for
restored  servicez via Henbury and the
Severn Beach bne which coualkd be con-
verted bo light raal apd diverted inland 1o
serve pew housing developments.

Wishing and hoping The branch is some-
what disappeinted by the Somerset draft
transport plan for 19956, a5 the county
coundtl appears 1o have ignored several
suggestions for improvements. The pros-
E\ch for rL'IJ]:Iﬂ'LLJ stabiors are merely

g “lepd under review”. The councl B
“hopeeful” thai mprovemcnts may Tolbosw
both from privatisation and the replsoe-
mienit of ImberCity 125 trains. [t alse reconds

its comoerns absoat nadequate provision for
the disabled and cyclbes on class 159 trains.

Relief rail needed YWork is due toostant on
the Wells “relief rosd” along the former
Gread Western formation, At the public
imquiry into the road, we asked for space bo
b left for the rail line bo be restored. The
city has bost all its rail links bat §f eight
mides of trsck were relabd, Wells could
again be rail connected. A link with the
East Somerset Railway at Cranmore could
open the way for throwgh trains from West-
briry of even Swinadon

Lincolnshire

By Paul Juweit

Sunday comeback Sunday trains  have
returned bo the Limcoln-Retfornd-Sheffield
roaite following the furore over last vear's
cus in Fhe winder imetable,
Good thinking Lincolrshine County Coun-
cdl is hoping o formulste a pru|.'lrr|!r
thensght-oul fransport strabegy imvolvin
16T s il tramsport b cope wik
1:I-'|II." problems of increasing . ini
towns, the growth of heavy and through
traffic on unsuitabde rural rosds  ard
iBcreased I'mllulmn from trafiic fumes. The
bramch s preparing a response (o the dinec-
tor of planning a transporation s
stralegy documeni
Steam up Chairman Brian Hastings led an
RI¥S contingent to the Stuniborpe Steam
Liala on the steelworks inbermal radl sysbem.

organised by Appleby Frodingham Rail-
way Freservation Society.
Havenhouse homor The Central brain

ating unit s hoping o mRprove the
Cramtham-Skegness service in May, follow-
ing pressure from the county coundl,
district councils, the local user group and
the branch. Morne regular inberval serviees
are planned aleng with befber connedtions
Al Sdeaford imte the Lincoln-Peterborou
route. Central is alse hoping to address t
problem caused by W1Imdh'ing stopping
aErvices al maln village stations. Haven-
house novw has one moming  train Bo
Shegness and one affermoon  rain o
Skegness, Un Saturda there are Pwo
Erakivs b {-'ihrgm-fﬁ F mone back! Who
makes such ridiculous  decisions,  one
wonders, |5 it deliberate or @ il incompet-
erceT The station has become useless for
getting anywhere else on the network and
nod surprisingly lew people now use I8,
Green line The stabulory Rail Lsers Con-
sultative Committee has  weloomed e
RS Greem Line leaflet urging housing
development along the rail line between
Sleadord gl © |I.|,I||1|_¢. Thils imitiative could
be applied throughout Brtain by the
Cwvernment and local councils. But there is
no progres on the line @ which i@ was
aened. [ 5 ostbll walting for improved
spgn.ﬂl.linp; and new stations al Pimchbeck
and Domnington. The line also meeds ad ver-
tising. We have sent the leaflet to BBC
Radse 4's Going Places programme which
Ay rewvicw il
Local enterprise: The Great Morthern Badl-
way =fation huill.linp al Heckangton have
evern postopedd after years o work wirl e
teers from  the "u.':lll;?r Truzt and with
fimanecial help from BT, It has & new' nood,
pha electrics, chimmeys amd  fine-
places. There is now a decend waiting room
on the Bosbon platform. On the Sleaford
side, there is a modem shelter with the old
waiting mom converbed indo a2 small

musclm. The station gardens are Jeoked
after and there is a mesting room available




for the trust and village organisations. The
trzst has already saved the famous Hack:
ingtonn  windmill and the Fea Room
wipchouse. The trust is rghtly prowd of its
achipvements especially when British Kail
had planned to take the easy way oul by
demodishing the buildings because they
were no longer used and were prey to
vandalism. Mot surprisingly, the trust Felt it
was being kicked in the teeth when the
hioarly Sakerday trains were axed in Slay m
order to speed up holiday Eraffic fo Skeg-
nicss, There was a willer of profesis. I'."ﬁr“i.
village obviouwsly deserves o good train
service, Other villages could well copy
Heckington's example i preserving thear
ralfway hemtage.

Diary date The branch annual general
meeting will be held on 4 February

South West
By Gerard Duddridge

Sirike effects Cormwall fared badly in the
signal workers' dispute as traditional signal
bowes sirvive west of the Tamar, Pasmin-
et irains -_-lpq_-r.]lu-.j By Gamnislake and St
[ves, but S lves  pemained isolated even
when a limifted main Boe servioe was
restared 10 Truro on the Last strike day
Services were stronger ity Devon amd betters
in the media indscated that a fow stabions
were receiving a betber and more reliable
service! One Exmouth line commuter fold
mi how convenient it was for reaching the
university, because all trains were sbopping
at 5t [ames Park Halt.

Park and ride The dispute cannot have
belped the new Ivybrisge station which
oprned in July. With a pew town bas
servioe linking the sfabiom, free bo radl sea-
som licket hodders, and a shuttle bas tram
Mymoath skabion b the Gty oonte o &
hoped usage will increase. A summer
Sunday service may be introduced next
yiar s part of & siralegy fo imiprove acess
to Dartmoor by public fransport. Funding
would be from the Rural Development
Commission and local authorsties

Railtrack barrier The now Dghy anmd S
ton station, held up over acoess problems
for construction, suffered a further setback
over  mcreased  Railirack  charges ol
E12 000 over the original ESSLNO oosl
(C200, 000 was contributed by Tesco who
have opened their out-of-lown superston:
nearky), Fears hat the project would be
further delayed of |_.'|Ih.'|.'-{||.‘|.‘| wiere allayed
late in September when Devon County
Counctl agreed o pay the incroased costs,
bt for a smaller four coach length skation
instead of six. Opening b5 now likely o e
el SprEng

Cash eall Tavistock's hogees for a restored
rail service were boosfed with Devon's
submission to the Government (Transport
Paliches and Programmee 1965/ %) [og irans-
peart funding of C300U00 bowa rds land

purchase, I.ll.'!"-'lEl'. fees and legal processes
associated with the scheme  The overall
75 million plan would isclede 2 new
park-and-ride station with space for 50
cars. Double track would be restored ai St
Budeaux and Bere Ablston stations. Other
schemes for park-and-ricle skakions at Chur-
sion for Brixham and Cullomptom still
appear to be on the drawing boar

Assel Telgnbridge Liberal Lhesmocrats ane
keen bo osec oA p.urlum-ul-ndl.‘ skation  at
Heathficld on the former Morctonhamp-
stead bramch o serve MNewbon Abbot,
Hesthiield is within the parsh of Bovey
Tracey whose 1591 population was only
453%° Howewver, in fis favour is pobential
for good roud access, an c:l-.iMln,gi: freight
live, & platform and potential land for
parking. Il not viable now, there must be a
case for preserving this as a fubure asset,
This was the point made by RDS South
West to Mid-Devon district council for
safepuarding the remaining sections of
irackbed from Tiverton 1o Tiverton Junc-
tion. There are no proposals in the local
plan which would impede this but the
cosincll says the plan cannot apply rigorous
safeguarding polickes “until proposalks are
advanced and funding is available.”

Yorkshire

By James Towler

Reassurance The InterCity East Coast
network B secane al beadt for the BHme
being.  Following media nepaorts ihat mer-
vices (o Bradiord, Harmogabe and Huoll were
t b withdrawn, together with Anglo-
Sroltish serviors (o [nvemness and  Aber-
deen, Yorkshire chairman James Towber
sought clarification from  East  Coast
managing director  Briam  Purdsall whe
responded: 7l can assure you thust Eheere 1=
n substance i peports that twe would
consider withdmwing our through services
ber Elvese bocations. The minlmum service
specilication inchuded in the East Coast
franchise spreement comtimees boo RELERT
that we min irains o all these deshinabions
and that ki the remit bo which 1 work.
Clearly, sitoations can change bui you can
certainly take this as a staternent of our
presend mdentions"

Too green! Railtrack — newer short of a bob
o7 beros when i cames 1o new blazers hor the
slafi and dillops of fresh paint &t s sta
tions - appears to have taken il green
image a shade oo Ear a L=,

Seats, waste baskets and protective woden
surrosinds which used to stand ot in their
bright red have boen repainbed in Railtrack
Ly b The net mesall st adds o the
gloom of the statbon and could be a danges
should ;w-;l:h- bump into them in the
shaslivivs Ne have alerted Borth East
director Aidan Nelson of our concem

Thomy question Users at Thorme Nosth
have appreciated the benelsl of the local
Dhoncaslor-Goobe  servioe, bat |]1l":|-' e
poeved at the withdrawal of most stops in

the Sheffeld-Hull service.  As 8 oonse-
guctde, joumeys from Thome o Fudl
invalve a change at Goole and add over
half an hour to the joumey. Likewise jour-
neys b Meadowhall take an exira 5
minutes with the change at Doncaster. We
have asked Morth East direcior Bob Urie fo
consider reinstating the siops, especially as
they could be accoommodated by the gen
eroais FeCoVery Hme in the timetalsle.

Adfter the sirikes The appanmi monedse i
the number af delays due bo points failuse
and sugralhing 1'-.r-.|l:\-|n'r.|1=~ which immobilises
bi stations like Shetfield for an bour or
more are a corskanl feminder that mach
moeds to e done o improve the exisbing
network

1995 date The branch AGM and luncheon
will be hadd i Huddersfield on E\.ﬂ'-l:'.IJI!f
18 Mlarch

London and Home Counties
By Paul Krebs

n the defensive Following the dosure of
the Ongar line and Aldwych hrﬂl'uii
another two lines are potentially wn
threat. The Romford-Upeninster line o
isolabed and has no thiough trains. There is
oo Sunday service and the weekday teains
shop ak 2145

In Ehir mew environment on the railways,
ihis line must have o doublfol future. Bat i
could be revitalised by introducing through
services (o Liverpool Strect and Totbhenham
Hale, and building new stations at Lake-
side and Tilbury Biverside,

The Bromley Mosth branch sufiers from
similar problems and must be -ﬁl‘imu
candidate for the chop in a privati rail-
way. The branch is sceking money from the
RIS rail defence fund e mount a leaflet
capnpaign which would tasget the puablic
and 1!15-.'5& i ia

The Ups and Downs of
Regional Railways

o RDS.
Christmas Stocking Filler

A key nng with & leafhar fob leflered |
Spchaty & il



The cheeky beggars

The railways are absays being
painded by poditiclans as
needing subsidy. In fact
maoborists and road hauliers
recelve the bHggesi hand-culs
and sacret subsidies from the
Government. We have alneady
highighted same af ihe
injustices In Railweatck with
Dwvid Hodlis's article Tha Myth
ol Aoad Taxes, Here Nosman
Sy suggests RDS has a
duly 1o axpase these
distortions.

I would like to endorse the
artiche on the Myth of Road
Tawes and bo call for research
inbo the sulgect,

1 suggesl RIS mrﬂplb—: a lisk ool
iterme where road transport is
known o be subsidsed one

amvay of snother and  invite

members b hrlp establish the
todald value.

The following  are  some
:-umplnl that do not seem io
have been  mentionsd o
require clanfcation:
Level crossimgs.  The brund of
the cost of these has been borme
the raalways but  the
rimint Tramapsart
argues BR gels a grant fowards
thi comt, fact &% Uhat road
maers  contribute nothin
owearde Ehemy even thow E
lewel crossimgs ane as much
their _protection a8 for  radl
wsers, AL beast half the cosi
should be charged o road
users, or aliemnatively the gran
should cover the whole cost.
Road beidges. Where these
CIOSS OVET I'.:I.I|'|l|'.'|:|."l'.... Bbe coesd iof
maintaining them has been the
H’;mm\:-ibili.ly of British Rail. |
m ot sure if this anomalous
burden has been passed on b
Railtrack nor what is  the
annual oost. Can anyone
provide the answer (o this?
Insuramce. Car PSR T AT
premiums regularly  fadl  bo
covef oiverall costs  Figunes
releasedd by the Association of
British  Imswrers show  an
average loss for the five vears
from 1988 po 1992 of 0426
million per year.  Another
eample  of semeone
paying the difference.
Lighting. The Depariment of
Transpost fils the bemefils
of road Ii& g a8 rml.ﬁ_hl.}'
eagueally ivided betwern
maoborsed  Fraffic amd  other
road wsers, | belleve this to be
currently  valued a1 anound
500 million sach. Needless o
say the users do not pay for it
The burden falls mainly on
council tax pavers

Humberside couancil’s
clectricity bill for street lighting
runs o £1.6 million per viear!

Mo and more motorways anm
hrinﬁolmdnht'd with lighting -
anather benefit for moad wsers
paid by cthiers,

O course road lighting wasies
energy and Causes ukbion.

This w{;ull_.]d be included in
crie Comparisens
mﬂﬂ;ﬂ mampn'?tnm
olher Ii|'rl|n|.lv|:||=|. and imcheded as
part of fosd transport pallution
and global warming costs.

"r"l::. Much has been writben
abaut the company car and kost
fax revemse, but does this take
account of VATY bfnsi

businesscs  runming  ompany
cars wall be VAT u-tcrﬁnd
will reclaim the VAT content af
car repakrs, spares and juel,
Car parks. The country is
littered seith car parks, many of
which occupy  prime  town
centre  bocations, where  the
rateable value of the land they
use is ak a im0t s
doubiful if the revenue from
mst car P.:rh s suffictend bo
cover thesr direct costs, et
alome & retwrn on the value of
the land.

Sotland Cenidral E-;'Emrl. s
spenid £34 million on car parks
for Stirling, which i equal to
E£15 per hiead from the negion's

bax payers
In addition, Covrrnment
policy has enoouraged a

proliferation of  oul-of-bown
retail developmenis which are
thriving at the cxpense of kwn
oentne |I1np; because Hu-_!.'
acquire  undervalued “green
feld’ sites that enabde them o
devote  vasi  arcas o free
parking,

Out-of-town developments are
also difficull bo serve by pullic
trapsport and  encourage
mseclless extra car traffic. The
Lovernments whole  conoept
of land use and (s vihee fiesds
wrgend mapprmru!.

Listed buildings. BE has over
L0 badldigs of hastorical
imberest which it B roquined o
maintain even if no

e, iomal Hailways uses
23% of §s P5D grant o
rervabe upused baildings, for

mmpl.:'.

By contrast, rosd wosers pay

nothing  towands  roacdsicle
listed 'Imnldlnw: thai afe
damaged vibration,

particularly from heavy lormies.

Stemilarly the cost of damagse fo
gas Ian;wa!rr muains from this

cause is passed on bo the wsers
amad mok tor Ehose whe cause it
Cost benefit anal u.T The
riment ] fa r
mﬂm the wvalue nfrﬁw
saved by rosadd investment as 3p
per minute for privale cars,
and as much as 16p Jor
company cars incloding  an
allowance for employers’ time,
incomie s, Mational
Insurance, holiday and sick
pay. But the department does
it oot thae imcreased
congestion  which  will b
caused by altracting  more
traffic on 1o the roasd metwork.
This oost should be balanced
against the alleged gain.
Road maintenance. The British
Boad Federabion has recently
anfpounced thai over 8,000
miles of trunk moads are in
urgent fbrm:l:-nl'rq:air. flmrl}l
the sam allocated for road
mairtenance ([ believe thas
currently  totals  around 5
bllicm umuall:rﬁ i proving to
b inasdeguate, and as the road
mitwork expands, the level of
i Wure o mainbenanoe
will need b be drastically
increased bo keep ap.
Policing. Presumably the sum
uoted by Graham  DMalty
ﬁ'\'mhmf.r!r & for i

polid

which 1 belicye n?:
"Ppmtmm % billion,
does nod include the cost of

time lost in the courts deaki

with  iraffic  offences
atchdents, This must amount
to a comsiderable sum  and
nieexds b e wdendabed.

A sipndficant  pro o ol
ot gl.'iuul.u;'r: Eq'r?.naﬂr

and loading restrictions as well
an dmvers hours regulations
which  toegether  dorm a
considerable (T 1] biy

themselves and a threat to the
satety of others.

Emergency services, Fead
accidenis !rl;'q,ll.lll;‘:l'l'll irvodve
aftendanoe by the fire service

and ambulanoe service. David
Hollis quotes ihe vl
of Transport estimate of £10.16
billeon for rmoad accidents
Presumably this includes the
cost of the abowe, But it would
be interesting to know exactly
what = or is not included.

Acchdints on the shert section
of the M25 betwemn junctions
X7 and 2B require attendange
by the emergency services on
DVETREE O eviery nine days!

Pollution and ETAETEY
consumption. Department of
Transport statistics disbort the
true pictune by making buses
keck more efficend by counting

seaks only, Rail vehicles are
dmﬂﬂ b cater for a higher

AL n‘l'-;landhg; passengees
than buses,

When this is  taken inbo
consideration, electric
suburban trains corsume 030
M] per miles

passenger
companed to a 032 for a single
gk bas,
The extent of distorticn  is
a rent when Bt ois realised
Hﬂ:rulhr Shedfield Super Tram
s des for 100 sealed
passmgers and a farther 150
stancling!
A oomparison of meTEY use
must alss take Inbo sccoumnt the
fact that the Life of & rail vehicle
i double that of a bus.

[ Richard Beeching worked
o & repaort im 194 inEo i Erue
oosts of  road transport  as
crpposid Bo the fax cost. But the
inkster of Technoloegy at the
time was Frank Cousins, who
had been general secretary of
the Transport amd Ceneral
'l-"l'i;::h:}rj'h Union II|]¢M fiar
itbcal  ressons, o report
msdmpprd.
Graham Na ailds: These
hidden costs MUST be shusdied
furtker,. The miosd uﬂniﬁ-:a.m
cost is the rental value of the
road network. I Radltrock is
capeched o radse an eveniual
medurn on s asset valioe
from users, this should also be
appki:'d bo rosed wsers. Furiher
resssarch is casendial.

if you have further information
lease write bo Mt Bradbary at
A The Mount, Worcesier Park,

Surrey KT4 SUD.
Working knowledge
Members  who  work  for

companais wilh Lirge numbers
of [h:nﬂllt whi travel o work
or could travel o work h:..' rail
are invited to pass details on to
EL¥ research co-ordimator fohn
Saunders who says  any
information will be treated in
oonfidenoe with the names of
informants not revealed. His

address 18 Sawyers  Lane,
Sutom, W ham, Moriolk
MEIE9[HL
TALK

The Covernment says it wants
bo see meoee freight switch from
rossd bo rail.

FACT

Freight moved by rail fell
froam 7% b &% R 1
oom with 1992, France
sends 4% of freight by rail
CreTmmay hz-'.'r"i ansl
Switzerlamd 40%
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Minister on the look-out for sandals

The road lobby has nio effiect on
Government  policy  making.
Minister Sbeven Mormis  told
RIS members in Cctober

Just before a second wave of
deaze  allegations  became
public, Mr MNorris was asked at
an RS mecting in London
kol rts that a quarter of
all funding for the Tory Party
came from the road .

“oig ot seem ko dhderstand
the way the Government
wiorks,” he said,

The Minister of Transpost for
London had  earler clakmed
that new rescarch showeed that
improving  publ  Eranspor
dos nerk pu:'rsludl:' people ko
leawe thedr cars at home,

He was challenged by RDS
member  Morman  Bradbury
who sald that Manchester
Metrdink had removed one
million cars irom  central
Manchester, iher members
were  siralning o tell  the
minister how a  series  of
pallway “total roule modern-
imation” schemes HAD aken
cars off ihe sirocts.

He trumpeted the fact that 86%
of commuters inbe  London
already wsed public transpo,
but failed 1o show how the
Government planmad to tackle
the minority who knsisted on
(FLS | s, LIRS MRS
probdems  of pollution  and
congestion. The only positive
scheme  that  was  actually
implemented wias bus pronity
lames which had imiproved the

service on bwo  roufes, The
Govermment was considering
ofher 1 s anid was “agnosbc
about road pricing.

Mr Norris held forth at greal
length  answering lons
whiech hi dismissed as puerile
aned facile amd wanted o know
whether asking
uestions were miembers of the
open-toed sandal brigade”
Simplistic nosfrums”™ wene 8
“con on Ehe electorabe

Existi problems Wore
blam oy “imfficiient,
nationalised British Rail™ which
had “mo clear idea aboul how
b maarkoet & prodact
Privatisation  was going 1o
make public transport “more
efficient”, he said, ard claimed
that he, former  Transpor
Secretary John MacGregor, and
foremr public trans
minister Koger Froeman

“sat down together” 1o put the
railway privatization  Hill
together,

He admitted that the railways
were upderfunded o the lune
of £10 bilion bat if people
expected the Government o
come up with exira cash, he
aaid dismissively: Dream o,
BUys.

Taon't cxpect bigger chegues
from the ﬁuﬂlmﬂ'ﬂ.' hee saidd,
while [(ailing to mention the
enoreous amounds o money
being speit on road building
He did admit, though, that
mnationalised  induestries  hasd
beoen starvisd of investment for

HhMMMMWHMMmMM
the sale of BR's infrasiructure mainienanse snd nenewsl

the thres irainiesd treight compankes, Rall express
systems which carries mail for tha Post Office and some of the
component businesses of BA Cenlral Services.

14

rs. He warid M5
im wements” relieved traffic
problems but failed to mention
that new roads generale mone
trathc.

Atrocious information

Transport Secretary D Brian
Mawhinney has discussed with
BE chairman Sir Bob Reid the
failings of the railway
information service which have
been described as “atrocious”
Ty thee adficial swatchadog,

But it will be Franchise
Director Roger Salmonm who
decides on the future of the
telephone  enguiny  bureaus,
according to Minister for Hisacls
arud Railways [obin Watts

Tory MI* Mark Robinson, who
represents the marginal seal of
Comerton amnd Frome. was. 1old
this ks a better after taking up
complaints from  constibuents
abouwt the difficalty  and
expinse  of getting  simple
imtormation over (e phone
More and more people are
having te make long-distance
calls &% (nformation services
are axed and stations ane left
without even a ticket seller.

There wieti i % that a £5 few
wias being levied at Edinbr
Wﬂwrlq,' on  people  who
wanded  European  timetable
imformakion.

A survey by the Central Rail

Users' Consultabive Committie
shavwied “extremicly
disappointing results” from the
tebephone  enguiry  burncaix.
17% of clls had o be
a oned because thefe was
i Answer after bve mnuies
waiti even  though calls
SHOULD be answered wathin
A sepomds. Stoke on Trenl was
impossible to get through to.

Two thirds of the ureaux
failed o wide ndormateon
about engineeTing works even
though the information s
supplicd to them rowtinely.
CELCC chairman H-.n'!nd
Ceoneeral Lenniox MWapier
commented: "1 find 8 very
disturbing that soeme callers are
paying a hefty charge for the
'I:lri1.'|.'|l.'1',';r aof being  gven
incogrect  information  which
could seriously dismupt their

v plans and deter thesn
from using rail in fotare,”

Cheated again

The road lobby las mana bix
persuade o House of Londs
comimdtted Ehat 44-tomme hormes
shoisld be allowed throughout
the road network. Marliament
gawe the go-ahead for 4
tonners o operate 1o railheacs
and the then  Transpor
Secretary John MacGregor fold
the House of Commaons Ehe 44-

tonmers wiould be used only on

jorurmeys bo amsd From railheasds.

3 tonnes would 'TML“ .:I.nhj
| lienit. The railways

Iﬂ people of Bebtain who wanl

fo see frwer lorries on the o

ok like being cheated again

I decide

Assurances ghven o Parliament
about consaliation in the wiy
ral privatisation 13
implemented Toslc like
cvaporating  in hot  air
Commercaal confidentiabty &
b used by train operabors
as  an  ewiuse b keep
watchdogs and the public in
the dark
Feadichise Mrecior Roger
Salmon, who has refused o
mieet KOS, @5 also waming tha
he will not consalt  with
individual local councils, They
willl have ki arrange
themsclves in groups oo s
him. . I-
Hee poanis ot that the law onk
ires him o conselt walk
those he feels like talking to
Hie expicts only four groups fo
be inkerested in the entire East
Cowisd mmaain lane!

“Consultation ks a sham if it =
restricted bo consortiums,” said
ozl Penn of the Yeowil
Rail cion  Group,  “User
groups will not be consulbed

and are being squeczsd oat
commpletely. at ab=mat rural
railways?

KDS parfiamentary committee
chairman David Bigg, who is
also chairman of Witham Lses
Groug, said: "Everyboady must
e able to have an iput mio
the changes.”

B The “benefits” of

Eﬁv.‘nti.-».uhun 0 PASSCTIRCTS.
olling stock orders: {a)‘:_
01 B41 wehicles, 1991-92 48
199203 THA, 19934 164,

B Ministry of Distortion: The
Departmeend  of Trarsport 1=

dinging o its red  roubes
speccling  traffic  throwgh
London, daiming hat  Ehey
have promobed grester use of
public tranport, In fact they are
mire damgerous for
pedestrans cyclists, they
are reducing the use of local
dhops, an make 1§ more

diffecuilt for disabled people 1o
galn dCorss,

W Railirack s not in business to
run Arains. Ib is 0 business fo
make profits Froan assets that
beedomgead b Ehe nation — former

BRE  safety manager  Peter
Raymer .

B Heriage ot rske Loy
drivers  are  ignonng  road
markings  introdeced

Dercham, Moerjolk, to probed
1502-bisild  Bishop  Bonners

cobbage
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Transport madness
Tory MPz laughed and joked their
way throwsgh & debale imitisbed by
Labour om 31 OCTOBER swhich
called for fosd Baildsng 1o be cul
and meore sugepon. given o pablic
transpor
Shadow rascpon secictany
Mactoc] Meacher wamod: “We
are peomorsclessly approsching o
transport pghtmee,”

Han he amul thire Wi o cvidonce
1k Ciovernment grasped the
magnifude of the transpon crisis
facing Britain iodey
Even f i dipes, ol socimn culhor
unwillimg or unable effectively o
deal wiik ik
B has cut 1kl grasis by o than
£ hillica since 1983 andd is
culting anvestmend in ral by two
rels Petween |3 amd 199

o ol spending e Imes
e o fomds thas on public
Iranspaori
M Miemcher was aperung the
detale pasl a lew Rays afler tho
Kosal Commissson on Emviron
mental Pollution®s repon on
transpsort and the envirnmeen
“We have waeh & comdant, s
ent and absoluiely destractive mun
dhorwm of poblic anspon,™ ssid Mr
Nizncher
“The Lenvermment prefers bo spend
£ milllice on widening the
MG2, rather tham €170 enillion on
elestnlvang the trams-Pennime il
network, even iBough that would
relieve compestion on B molos-
weay much more elfectively.

I also prefers to spend millioss on
exiending the Mb Belone staming
o Eodernasing the Wiest Ciogad
mais line,”

Major review
I‘Ir.. albend o @ shift of freight

1 s Ao rmil, grester e of

i ral sysiems and 8 majos
reveew o Jutuie poasd builkding
“The resl reason why ihe Tones
are dedicated to budldimg roads in
PeETpiuEty lies im the lisk
herween the Tory |".||'|:, arkl sreme
al Ehé snajor consinecison
CINE s
He said 'y b W sl porw s
donatéd £1 imsllsan 16 Tory Ceniral
Mhce since 197 Tarmac had
give CEES 000 and Wimpey had
Eaves EARS 00
“He who panvs the paper calls the
tunc. In basiness they do i

Bcai they bolicve they will et
o refurm.”

The Governmeng was putling three
Gmes mnode anlo foads than pulilic
transpaort, he said, despile propa
ganda (o the comtrary

He smid =The Governmeed lilics 1o
claim that i has given S of
imvestment o public transpost. OF
oourse that imvesimens inclades
(e such as the foval Iran,
Mational Freaght Corporation pen
sioms and 1he Coasiguand service.
“I we remnve these s, bves-
meenl bn pubdic irsnspont has boen
abxs 265, an extremely low
male.”

Wil chere had Been e tlefsave fomd
Engilidan o6 & Bripe and massive
scile and the Govermameni had
given priority to “hepely ungaopu-
bar rosd propects.”

He called o a morsioram on
naw o buildimg and widening
il progress ivwards 6 balanced
anl imdeEraied Irasspor sysiem
He sl “We wanl 0 so¢ @ com
masn cosl-benefit approach o sl
InvesEment in eranapa (har takes
the envefonimeil more ko

ST

Ropenings
“ T ncd Tof @ rasdical champe of
iliroction iwards a new stralegic
spproach is now overabelming.”
If ehe W24 was bgang widcmid o
14 Bans in responac o culimaies
of ieallee dosililaig over 1 foxl
P wears, woulbd it be larther be
widenod (o 28 lanes kater if
snother doubling was fosecaal, he
apoia e
“Where docs (his madness ond ™
Mr Mencher umderrruned amnbsp
plank of Depamment o Trarspon
propagancly wiich ines to deny
that raal improvements have msch
impact om traffic levels
He poenled oul (kat S0P of (ke
poophs wsing trains on ihe
recipened Rohin Hood fne amd the
new Merolink Sysiém s8¢ on-caf
HAETs
Transpor! Socretary D Brian
Mawhinney intervenad bo sy
We keow,”
v Mawhimncy smd the Govern
maent wonld seek fo provide
incentives i persimde peophs i
ww il b pushlic Dranaport bul “ae
will nidl dhirect peaple off or on o
ithe rosds.”
Hie sdided: =We Pecopniig there 1n
real conecrm abodil the -JII'II.:I,].'I.'

Drmnsgnim cam G o the
EiECRimasiil

“Ha wo also recognise Governs-
mend canmol pat more fredght on 1o
IR OF T ﬂpu-l:].:l.qlll: i1 B
pulslic Iranspont o & siroke.”
Labour MP David Clelland ( Tyne
Bridpe ) gquoted fimdings of Ouford
Universiny's Phil Geososdwis that
new o penerate 108 more
traffic immedistely and 30 in the
loag ierm.

Modest investment

Hie aalioed whether the Deparoment
ol Trasspon wosall pashlish Dy
Coninlwim s repeer

Liberal Domocrat transport
spokesman Paol Tyler sald 8 onis-
paratnvely mdes! Evesimcnl in
the rail network would save hsge
s on pods

Slladihew Henks 1 Con, ool Bpuort i
wrged the Csovernment o lake
seriomisly the recommendalions. o
the Transpon Seleci Commities
report om traffic pollucion
Wismding ap for Labsour, Joan Fod
dhesck wadd the danger 1o the
envircnmeni mow came (o a8
"invisible AIHrg 5

In Lossdon and orher wrihan aress
iBis was o cockall al sy chema-
cals prodsiod by pravalc and
commercial vehackes

Road obsession

“The wamings are all oo Clear
160 demibes in London have been
sl el 16 the phiobo-¢ iFncal
smsop of |99 amed mallsons were
suffierimg il healih nationwade
Lakur has wamed the Govern-
mienl ol the dangen inberent mn its
wehaciason with road bualdeng and
o wadening.

L abwasr bss PRl & ERr-
st & ball on new road
whemes, while we comsider the
Ml PHHOITIEIE WEY 10 meeting
misliry negds
“We have never sasd there will be
o cance llation of &l roads for all
Ermez, meor have we sasd thai cos-
practs already ket will e rencged
ugson,”
She poimied out that 3% of
woamen diy Bl have B drving -
CIE.
She said msidary’s ecobogical crisis
was camtsed by Govermment palicy
and Nlinsiers Conild sl evade
Ikt Fespossibality any more. The
nalion’'s healih is the Covern
ment’s respomsiblity, Theee
mallsnn poeopls sow silfored [rom
xillimna

She asked: “Will the Secretary of
State Tor Transgom ondy respoml
i the viesied imtenests off the Bl
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Heplyng, jusoor iranspon minister
Sieven Morris agreed about the
mere] 1o permmade peophe anid
endusiry b use the ralways
pslcad of (he moasds

“8a how sad that Lshour sup-
posted the rael dispaie, which has
protably dong mede IBan any
other vinghe sction i discowrmge
podential nvesiors i rail from
mkimg Cresgivl om s (Bl made of
Iransp=wl

“That willl take yesrs to put right,
and Labour seamd comdemned fos
il% supg=Tn”

Latanir’s mation called on the
Gavermment Bo make 5 major sirs-
legic shal away (rom an olves-
sicEal Congern with foal l'll||||-]:;|r|F
s rod widening in fnvour ol an
affordable, safe and reliabie publdic
Arasspr SySIcm and 0 gdece
ol Beaticnn, accidents, moise amd
compedlicm,”

It wias deleated by 299 10 259,
Croversment magoniy 40

Crazy cosls
Hail and Roads Minkser John
Walts reponed on 18
OCTOBER, ihut the sverape cost
of & pew disl carmagewiay sl
was £5.5 mallon per mile, nol
albowing for the cost of design and
VAT
He sakd that B sipnal strkc had
cosd BRE L1546 million in o
revenoe. He also BavE The -
sl exleriial hnanoe himets for
IS5 oo Bmilerack (2800 mill
o) anad LR (E34% milliom

Danger coaches
Laosadon’s Tiransgport A anister
Sieven Mo sald on 30 OCTO-
BER, ikere had boen 7 accidenis
@ 1993 mvolving molorway
comches. There had boen 126
counsliies as a resuln
Hie sl pdraiied thag 208 matunc
trees had been cut down o make
wary for the M1 1 extension in B
London

Rose tinted

Welsh secretary Fohn Redwond
sail om 17 QCTOBER: “The mil
nciwork im Wales i in excelleni
ofdky and B evlensive.”

|m asvwer o s qucstion abool rosd
Bnbding. M Waiks provided a lisi
ol I35 sehemaes myvnlvang massive
prblic expendstiine

There are 10 M1 expansion
schwemes abone, with just one ol
them costing £365 million

Thsre are alsio bem W25 wideming
schenses, three of them in Esey




ailmen back on the bus

A Frightening ghm"m.- vl the huture caiie
win a new Fmﬁh—nr’bmlr.':l train oporabing
company tried fo rob a local community of
its trains with virually no notice.

Luckily bocal councils and EU e warvited in
protest and North London iIEu'ays agreed
o reinstabe most of the trains on the Bed-
ford bo Bletchley baanch line.

Bl for six weels, ers. had o make
do with a misture of buses amd trains.
intention had bomm o

NLR's mq;u.l
replace all the trains by buses.

The rs were eventually givens an
assurance “come whiat rmg.". the train
pervice would be completely returned o
nirmal o 21 Movember.

Even though NLR is still a wholly owned
sitbsidiary of British Hail, some managers
seem bo have gol the message direct from
the Governmen? that they must be finan-

clally hard-posed in  the new  semis
privatised era.

The cuts an the branch line were officially
cansied by stalf shortages.

Bust the staff shortages themselvies were the
result of relentless pressune from govern-
ment fo save many.

Many drivers saw their lifelime commit-
ment b0 raibway service being junked by a
Caoveernmenit intent on privatisation

More problems were caused when NLE
closed the depot at Northampton o save
Many drivers at Momthampton decided thai
their future Iooked beak and chose to find
others jobs of take early refirement.

The-iromy i that the remaining drivers
from Morthamplon were pald cxpenses 1o
drive their cars o Bletchley fo sign on for
work and then were taken in haxis o
Morthamplon where their trains were skill
parked = io start work

MLKE's idea seems 1o have been o wse sid-
ings at Bletchbey for parking the ox-
HMortham pton based trains.

Pt thiey had o ¢ for use of the sidings
ansd |I-H1. wene uﬁ}lhm they could nod ul:-r
the sidings of & I-L'FHE:I:'FITI- basis becauase
they wer noeded for freight.

To further compound the problem, MNLR
had introduced exira frains on the main
Eme b Euston with the start of the winber
tirmatable and then discovered that # did
ot have enough crews Bo wiork theem.

The branch kine crews were supposed bo be

T g
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new station to be built in Birmingham's Jewellery Quarter ) -
Football Trust goes rail

Fans going to see West Bromwich Alblon play football will have a new radl station
o serve their ground next r=ona line, Hewthorns station is one of
three on the Jewellory line which will give Birmingham another crogs-city rail Nnk.

The second new station will be built in Birmingham's: historle Jewsllery Cuarter
which gives the line its fitle and a third station will be construcied at Gallon
Bridge, which will saarve &5 an Interchange with the Birmingham to Wolverhamplon
ling. This ling is on the abandoned Groal Western main line from Snow

Hill fo wick but s

maglc ks that it will allow trains to operale from

Stourbridge in the West io Solihull and Shirley in the south-sast of the city.
The trains will run through the city centre stations of Snow Hill and Moor Stroet,
awercrowdsd

avodding

Mew Streel. West Midlands Passenger Transpor

Authority s providing Ftw million, with ©6 milllon coming from the Ewrcpsan

Regional 1
Trust and the

drafted on o the main line to make up the
difference. However, the crows were as
horrified & the passengers bo discover
what their managers were planning,
Elsewhere on WLE, buses are being wsed
on the line from Steatford to MNorth %¥iood-
wich while extensive track work (s
unidertaken 1o acoommodate the new Julbsi-
I limiz ewctemsion.

Amazingly for a traln operator, NLE claims
“the emenl bus servioe has given ihe
Morth London Railways at the eastern end
of the line a tremendous boost i confi-
dence bo the customer .

Even rail managers do not seem bo roalise
that however good the bus service is = and

Mamitership
ol T compar
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und and £3 million from Reglonal Rallways. The Football
community fund is providing another D60,000,

the MLE bus service is MOT that good -
petgh want trains.

MNLE has also withdrawn Huhdn}- STVICES
on the Gospel Oak-Barking line amd
reduced the ELHnn-."‘.InrtMmpil.m sETVIE
on Sumday moemings.

A further hatch of train culbs was planney
for the Morthampdon line but mysteriously
dropped on 149 Oictinher.

T its credit however, MLE has introduced
a completely new servioe from Willesden
Junction to Clapham Junction.

Let's hope it ghows more cammifment 1o
that service than it has shown b the trains
on the Bediord-Blelch lne which has
pru-.-nlm.l i Fl\:u_l service for 148 Y,

B The feasibility shedy nio upgrading
Britain's busicst rail line, the West Coast,
wins epected to be presented ab Parliamen
om M Movember, the day after the Chanoel-
S prn:-q-.n!nd his budiget.

The E500 million upgrade should reduce
the six-houir London-Glsgow joumey o
four howrs. I 1t had been a rosd, the My
wioubd have been found years agn

The whole scheme is bogged down i the
Government's aflempls to get the privale
sector o come up with some of the cash
miceded,

Cme thing seems cleass The prevarication
will go on far a long lime yol,



