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BEECHING IS BACK

The ghost of the notorious Df Beaching
is coming back to haunt Britain in the
BOs and S0s with reporls of widescale
closures threatened on branch lifes.

The Setile 1o Carlisbe may onfca have
baan a main fine but wilful naglact by BR
REas evean undermined ks stalus &8s A
branch. Even though tha line now has a8
#althy business BR's doctrinaire
—tude provents ist recognising that
times are changing. it is still thinking of
cutbacks instead of recognising the
boom in rail traval that fs apparent
avarywhers,

Waorse, it is planning more closures, Tha
Gainsborough 10 Barnaty line in Lin-
colnshire and Humberside is the latest
wictirm lined up for execution. Sir Roben
Reid has told the unicns that the Gowvern-
rriaft has asked BA to draw up a list of
lines sultabla for bustitution,

Bustitution is still baing touted by the
Depariment of Transport and BR a3 the
“solution” for somi branch lines despite
its abisct failure in the pasi, as the RDS
book Bustilution clearly points out.

The axtent of the new batch of closures
may be indicated by the fact that both
BREL and Leyland have tendered to
uild 100 branch line traing = aach a
ngle car carrying 756 people. There has
ppen & resounding silence from BR
about wha is 1o get the order or even
wihirther any order is to ba awarded.,

Al that BR will say is that the cuts wall be
“far short™ of the much-mumawrad 1000
Fri s,

The Lincs. line is clearly a test case and
ROS will fight it as wall as the other
thraats 10 the network,

A massive B0 000 sighaturé petition
against closure of the Settle 1o Carlisle
line was presented to Fariamant by a
group of 28 MPs at the beginning of
December.

Privatisation may well FHJI miora lines at
risk,

The ADS anti-closure fund now stands
at £313 and further donations wall ba
walcomed by General Secretary Trevor
Garrod, Thank you to all who have given.
The *Bustitution” book is avallable from
Sales Officer Alan Harwood (address on
back pagel.
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Winning with RDS

The ROS lottary winnars for Seplamibser
WWEFE:

1 Mr Humphreys, Fomiond
2 D G Smart, Stirling

3 B D 'Walsh, Diss

4 R Dewhurst, Southamplan
{Priza pool £34.50]

NOENK

Octobar winners:

1 R Y Waorrall, Walsall

? B H Dewhurst, Southampton
3 A N Renton Morth Beansick

4 P Ralph, Leeds

(Prize pool £38.50)
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Nowember winners:

1 €N Mather, Landon NWBS

2 R.J Grainger, Salisbury

3 5.J Martirmer, Poole

4 Miss P M Blackburn, Morecamba
[(Prize pool E40)

Mow it's your chanoe to ba a winnar and
help RDS at the same tima. Fill in the
encloged form. The more membars
thass ane, the bigger will be the prizes.
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Not fair
to anyone

The good life for many long distance rail
commulers is coming to an end this
month when huge fare rises are intro-
duced, taking the price of soma annuwal
season tickets up to 3000,

The warst-hit are pessangers from areas
on the Petarborough to King's Cross,
Swindon to Paddington and Rugby io
Euston routes.

British HRall's argument that long-dis-
[ance commuters were getting their
traval cheaply whereas shor-distance
commutars were being penalised has a
hollow ring. It sounds more like squeas-
ing the market for what it can get out of
i,

But the increases are really a result of
tha Gowvernment’s aim to fatten BR for
thea bazaar [privatisation) while at the
same fime cutting grants. Subsidies to
InterCity have already been completely
withdraswn  and others are bBeing
ripdunged,

Az Labour MP Tam Dalyell explasned:
“British Rall is in an absolutaly ludicrous
siluation, compared with the French
and German raibways. “They despear-
ately need money for investment and
ihis Government's failure 1o subsidise
the railweys has forced the BR board to
put up fares. | think we can thank our
lucky stars they are not MO severs.”

In the Weast Country, aslate Bsgents
are reporiing that some peopls who
commute o London are putting thair
houses up for sale and buying homes
back in tha capatal.

The fare rises will undoubtedly pile
on the pressune for more house building
in the South-East and antagonise the
commuter at the same time,

The presant-day Grantham grocers
daughier who has to commute to Lon-
don to get & better job will just have to
grit her teeth = and complain to the
Govarnment.

Im Morth Wales where customer levels
fall in the winter, BR has cut day relurns
by & third. A North Wales residents
raibcard may also be  introduced giv-
ing & further third off.

British Rail has been urged to lower
fares on its off-peak services genarally
as & way of reducing pressure on the
roads




High costs of roads

Britaln's most axpensive road is o bullt
in London's Docklands. The ane-mile
strateh of road will cost £140 million and
is called the Limehouses Link. Local
community activisis have fought for
years against the plan but they now say:
“Honw cam a few tenants stand in the way
of 8 scheme involving billions of
pounds. Limehouse which is an ald-
fashioned East End community will
naver ba the same again.

Point for comparison: It s estimated
that tha railway lines from Blatchley to
Oxford and Avlesbury could be
reopaned for £5 million. The Bedford to
Sandy line could be reopened for £10
millizn (see “Platform™ Ed]. For this £15
millign outlay on the raibways, real
bonafits would accrua.,

‘ROADS FOR THE FUTURE’
—the RDS Response

The idea that road traffic can or should
continua to grow is challanged in the
RADS submission 1o the House of Com-
mons Transport Committes’s inguiry
imo “Roads for the Future®,

“If road tratfic continues to grow™, we
say, “the indirect cost to the community

ipollution, accidents, noise, wibration
atc.) and tha less quantifiable cost 1o the
environmant will grow, We believe this
groawth can and must be checked by
the greaier use of public wanspor,
espacially rall®,

Our submission draws attention 1o the
bausiness won by rail through electrifica-
tion, recpened stations and, in Tyneside
and East London, via light rapid transit
schemes. More balanced competition
batwean road and rail would be
achieved by phasing oul company car
“parks”, raforming road tax and asses-
sing road and rall investment an the
same criteria,

The Committea is also able o look at
“the impact of the Channel Tunnel on
road demand®. We remind it that a
high-spiried  alectrified railway across
Kaent and bayond will have less impact
on the sensitive landscape than a six-
lang concrate motorway. If such a link is
propérly integrated with the rest of the
BR network and improvemants to other
fines are made, this will "snable the
maximum amount of intéarnational RikE=
senger and freight traffic (o make as
much possible of its journey by rail”.

Trevor Garrod
/| The Railway Workshops
J of Britain 1823-1986
i! by Edgar J Larkin and John G Larkin,
Macmillan,
I BOOKSHELF 5 Septambar 15988 ISBN 0-333-39431-3

This is a history book with a difference. It
analyses the past but also has soma
vary redevant things to say about the
presant and future. it is neither schalar-
ship for its own sake nor an exercise in
noestalgia,

Starting with George Stephenson's
Forth Street works in Newcastle, the
growth  of raibway worksops s
describad, The authors explain the type
of work done in each, and chart the
ehangas as well as decline and clogure,

The elosa-knit communities which
developed round many of the works
are also dealt with: homes, schools,
libraries and churches built by the
railway sormpanies,

One of the significant facts recorded is
that not one passangar was killad in &
Graat Western train accident from 18595
to 15841, We ara then reminded: “Road
accidents wera astimated in 1984 to be
costing some E23T0 million a year,”

Facts and figures pointing out the indi-
rect costs of road transport support
what RS has been saying for yaars,

The authors then paint out the poten-
tial offered by electrification, Channel
Tunnel and the export market in rail
Bguiprmnant.

if you cannot afford the £25 for this 266
page hardbacked waell-illusirated book,
at least ask your local library 1o obtain it
for yvou, TJG
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What the

papers say

The most ruthless gang of cutthroats
you can magine are small beer com-
pared 1o the road lobby and the DoT, In
the next decada, the use of carg wall
direcily Imvalve 100 000 deaths, 1 million
seriows injuries and 3 million slight
injuries. Tha effects of pollution from
cars may ultimately be even mors
tarrifying but that's anothar story.

Im Britain and America, about hall of all
urbam space Is devoted to cars. In Los
Angeles, two-thirds of the space is for
maotor vehicles. Traffic in London mean-
while averages 8 mph, British Rail has
the lowest subsidy of any nationwide
rail system in Europa. -

(Mew Cyclist)

Whan fares doubled in April 1982,
ovarnight 18 per cent more cars
streamed into London in the morming
peak while public transpor journeys fall
by 15 par cent. Thera were an axtra 11
road accidents every day. When fares
ware cut in May 1983, public transpert
usage increased by 20 per cent. Car
commuting fall by 30 par cent over bwo
YRars,

|Radical Scotland 1388]

The number of rail users in west York-
shire has almost doubled in the last five
years and s continuing to rise.

[Yorkshire Post)

Stockiton, the town which boasted the
wiorld's first passengear train sarvice, has
been reducad to an unmanngd s,
The town where Stephanson built 1

Rocket lost its InterCity link with London
in tha timatable introduced in Oolober,

{Daily Telegraph)

The real problem has lain in a lack of
manay to rectify long-standing defects.

{East Anglian Daily Times leader on
King"s Cross fire report.)

A leaflet explaining why autumn leaves
cause such cheaos on Southarn region
has bean producad by Waterloo man
Jim Leaf.

(Daity Telegraph)

Most rush-hour traffic iz driven by &
lone, white, able-bodied male betwean
20 and 65, Thirteen per cent of people
entering London in the rash-hour use
cars. Consider the chaos this 13 per cent
causes, The laxpayer subsidises com-
pany motoring by £4 billion gach year -
around 75 par cent of rush-hour traffic
has a form of company subsidy.

(e Cyelisth




(.) THE EDITOR'S VIEW — Roads to Freedom

| do not know offhand how many RDS
meambears are car ownars, as | am, but |
suspact it may well ba a large propor-
tiom, Car ownarship is not incompatible
with the wish for a vastly improved
public transport system, Such a system
brings environmental benelits (energy
saving, pollution reduction), sconomic
benafits ireduced journey timeas), vasily
increasad safety, and general healh
improvemant (stress reduction), I 1S
possible 1o actually do something pro-
ductive (reading, writing., relaccing ) whila
travelling by train which is not possibla
when driving.
But, even living in London with |is
vas! (and improvabla) publie tramsport
system, | still find the car making life
aasiar. Hagvy shopping, alderly relatives
and late night socialising all provide a
~aged for the car, when public transport
either not precticable, or non-axistent,

Many rural aress are now totally depen-
dent on the car. |t would be churlish to
condamn anyone who lives in a rural
area, and can afford to run a car, for
doing so.

it is assumed by those organisations
which claim to represent the matorist
that I, by owning a car, automatically
wish 10 sea more motorways built, and
mons car use as a maans of “mabdlity”. |
abject to this. | also object to advertizars
using the car as a symbol of staius and
powar. The car is invaluable; it is also a
dangeraus maching made more danger-
ous by the reckiess images constanily
thrust under our noses by advertisars,

The car-owning proportion of RDS
mambarship would, | respactiully
assume, ke 1o use our cars only when
thay are truly conveniont or necessarny,
and da likewise with public transport.

Who is going to represant this group?
The RAC, of which | am a mambeer, cam-
paigns on my behalf for more motor-
wiays, although it has never actually
asked ma or any ather member whather
orf motl we would prafer improved public
transport instesd. The A4, | balieve, is
airnilar. Perhaps a start might be made
by ADS car owners in tackling thess
bodies,

The Sparks Effect

T —_ T

Thi=s is BR's newast — and supposedly —
best commutar train. it enters service
this month on the overcrowded lings
out of London®s Liverpool Street, They
will work 1o Cambridge and Southand
Victoria.

Tha makers, BREL, balieve that passan-
gers will like the jerk-free Angla Elmc-
trics. They are certainly better booking
than other units and, with thelir Brush
traction matars, they are hoped by BR to
ba more reliable than the Thameslink
319s. BREL say their power-oparated
doors and airsprung bogies will make
langer journies more comiortable.

On their own they will cartainly not be
enocugh to rescue Londan®s rail $envices
from chronic overcrowding.

But also this month Transport Secretary
Paul Channon is expected 1o De examin-

ing the report of the Central Landon Rail
Study into the possibility of naw lines
and extra invastment.

pieanwhile the Midland BMain Line alec-
trification campaign enters a critical
period with everyone waiting for the
repart of the feasibility study fimanced
by the local authorities. Already 25KV
overhead lines stretch from London St
Pancras to Bediord,

At the same time peopla in King's Lynn
are keaping their fingers crossed that BR
will give the go-ahead next month for
the 25k% wires 1o be extended from
Cambridge.

BA itsell is considering elactrification as
ona of the options for tha 125 mile route
from Basingstoka to Exeter, The diesels
an the line are getting too elderly.

> Private

Purse

Privatisation would be &t least a distrac-
tion, probably an irrelevance and poten-
tiglly a disaster, That s the conclusion of
an ADS study.

One thing that s certain, once the
raihways are privatised, profit-orientated
companies will not be voluntesring to
run services that (ose money or make
wirry little money, Rural lines could closa
ar ba handed over fo enthusiasis pre-
pared 1o run the occasional steam train.

The key (ssuss in the railway sell-off is
their social snd environmental role.
What is it worth to keep death off the
roads (S000 killed lest year) and com-
munities alive? And do we really want
pur cities and towns choked by poisons
arnittad from motor vehicles and owr
pcountryside brutalised by juggemmaut
raca tracks?

Privatisation also begs othar questions,

How could long-distance travellers
switch from one operator to another?
And il “unprofitable® lines are sub-
sidised, is thera really a casa for handing
owar public cash to profit-making com-
panios? MAnd what about the assat
strippars? Onca tha land has bean
disposed of, what usa is a railway line
to a company seeking to maximimise
profitg?

It is the prospect of land devalopment
which excites would-be investors. BR
itaalf says it has 11 200 acres surplus to
raquirama—nl:n, worth Billions of pnund:i.
Tha “carrat” of land sales is already
being touted as a way of getting BR off
the Govarmmant's hands.

Turning to the passenger (sorry cus-
tomar], the Government ssams to
baliewe that anything produced by the
free market will be better than that
offered by the state. |8 the market really
magic?

Will thiess guestions ba proparly addres-
sl by the BR board which is at the
moment awaiting the report of its
“gtearing group” on the options for
privatisation?

Far the moment the prospect for rail
ugers 8 marely uncertainty and worry.
RDS believes private cash may have a
rale in providing new stations or
wagons. But the network is too impor-
tant.

*Thae RDS feaflet Who Should Run our

Trains? s available from Publicity
Crfficar Roland White.
Nick Lewis

Took the photographs which appeared
im AW 37, but he was not credited for
this. Apologies to Nick and our readers
for this omission.




S TENTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF RAIL USERE

Fight, fight and figh

e

That was the message of James Towdaer,
sacked Chairman of West Yorkshire
TUCC, when he addressed the Tenth
Mational Conference of Rail Usors
Groups

“Once again®, said Mr Towler, “the
railwwiny is under threat of & new senes of
ling and station closures™, It was vital
that the users’' groups, the backbone
of ADS, got their message Bacross.
They, Iegether with the unions, wera
fighting for rail — in contrast with BR
Managamient, who were bending over
backwards to deliver whatever the Gow-
ernmant asked of them.

“When roads are choked,” he said, “tha
miast effective solution is to upgrade tha
railways — the best way of increasing
profitability is by increasing the quality
of sarvice®.

“l shudder at the thought of a manage-
mant buy-out,” ha said. “Railmen are
derisive and contempiucus of their own
managament. Thay tell ma they are
ashamed of the way they am treating
the customar,”

“Improvements” in railway  finances
had often been made at the expense of
the customer. Owvercrowding, for
instance, was a “moa httle aarnar” 1or
EH ﬂlll‘lnugh much of the businass was
I:rul‘r'll'l‘lg Becauss tha roads are increas-
ingly choked. Ye1 the BRB is actually
a:lm:.ning Brustiuticn!

“— we are going to have to fight, fight,
and fight again 1o reclaim our rail
mtwiork”.

So said Mr Towler, and so say all of us.

Owver forty delégates, raprasenting
users’ groups and RDS branches from
diverse parts of England, Scotland
and Wales gathered at this day-long
conference to hear and question expan
speakers and swap |deas.

The morning's speakers ware Gordon
Pattitt (General Manager, BR Southern
Region) and Simon Coventry (Marketing
Manager, British Rail Enginesering Led].

Guest: Jamas Towler

After a lunch break during which dele-
gates ware able to browss through the
axcellent selection of RDS publications
on display, 8 no-nonsense sddrass from
Jamas Towder (ex-Chairman, West York-
shire TUCC) roused delegates to later
pss the following resolutions:

“This Canference urges BR to reconsider
the withdrawal of the Annual Season
Ticket Holder's Raileard and to restora it
or replace it with a comparable facility
available 1o Annual Season Ticket Hol-
ders nationwida®,

“This Conferance urges the Secratary of
Swate for Transport to reprieve the
Senle-Carlsisle and Blackburn-Hellifiald
limeg, which should ba retained as part
of the national network”™

And, 8 most important “bustitution

resolution”,

*This Conferance regrets the news that
BA is sesking to withdraw passenger
sarvices betwean Gainsborough and
Barnetby and wrges the Secretary of

Ml gaaricon MearTan
Waliall Rail Bupponors
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Oirshaim Lishil
Seetlanad

Faces at the conference

Gisat; Gordon Pottin

State to provide adequate fimancial
support for all raihaay routes”™.

Prospects For the Nineties

*The growth in the sconamy which s
forecast represents a  tremandous
opporunity for the railbway 10 bulld on
the increased traffic carred in 19878
and to go after new markets”.

This mood of optimism marked tha
wihole of Mr Pettin’s address to Confar-
ence. After considering the background
to tha national scene including a look a1
damand (“stronghy linked o the & of
the economy”), public spend an
transport Hallingj_ private sactor tund-
ing and competition, he went on o
discuss two specific developmeants — the
Hoathrow Link and the Channel Tunnael,
finishing with a review of progress
within Network SouthEast as a specific
pcample of what can ba done 1o change
direction in one of BR s core businesses,

Population growth, togethear with B

Klark F;;rr'f [Dused Furscdon Mirm. Farvilla Harnid Sinclir
Edenbdidge il T4 Cortryrail Sl Frinnats ol W Highlard
T i "y
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'GROUPS

t again

decroase in the sire of the awverage
household had tended to increase traffic,
but the economic health of the country
{affecting the amount and frequency of
travel and the quantity of goods to be
mowad] affected the demand for rail
travel far mara, in Mr Paititt’s view, than
the level of Governmaent subsidy.

| draw the conclusion that success of
ralbweys is no longer dependent on
Government support but more to do
with the sconomy, quality of servica,
productivity and the dedication and
ingenuity of the employees and mana-
gers” said Mr Pettitt, "we are moving
into an ara whirs raibsays will again be
builphecause thera is a viable financial
ca: hich investors are prepared 1o
sSUport”.

Comfort and Joy

Passenger comfort is, without doubt,
highly dependant on rolling stock. It was
tharefore of considerable inerast to
Conference to hear Mr Siman Cowventry
of BREL give a (somawhat technical) talk
an new rolling stock,

BR had moved to the specification of
multiple units rather than hauled stock
for ImterCity work, Rolling stock in
ganeral was now becoming lighter and
mara  agrodynamically  styled. Slam
doors were being eliminated and
maintenancs savings wane genarated
by the use of proven sub-sysiems
together with more rigorous specifica-
tion— and testing of components.
(7 pment of rolling siock was a
“hatd solid grind®, reguiring tramand-
ous anention 1o detall.

BREL wera pushing the use of LRT in
Docklands, Perhaps the most partinent
meszage o come from Mr Coventry’s
talk was: “Do not give up your rights of
way — they may be needed for LAT, If
you do nothing else don't lose a right of
way, fight for them like hall®,
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BR IMBNAGHETS B being over-cautious in
astimating the amounts of businass
which can be gained from the Chanmnel
Tunnel, They ara not helped in making a
robust forward assessment by the
uncertainty baing cast over the railways
as a result of the Governmant's privati-
sation suggestions.

ADS members from all parts of Great
Britain are trying to inject some realism
inta afficlal thinking by participating in
the commitiess sel up under section 40
af the Channel Tunnnel Act to look at
how BR can gain masimum advantage
from the link to Europe which is now
baing constrected,

In addition, RDS submitied a five-page
paper to BR's Channel Tunnal director at
the end of Movember, We gave our
considerad view that the traffic forecasts
on which the BR Siudy Report were
based wane “sorious underastimates”.

W urged that planning for extra route
capacity batween London and tha tunnel
must start now. We advacate the con-
struction of & high-speed route from
Ashiord wia Charing, Hollingbourne,
Snodland, Meopham, Chislaehurst, New
Cross and Bricklayars Arms [with soma
new tunnels] to Blackfrisrs and the
proposed new station, King's Cross
International. Such a schame would
enable through tains o and from
the Continent to traval north, to the
Midlands, Scotland and possibly other
reggions.

Our letter 1o BR also points out that, as
far as the London tarmini are concerned,
not one single option is ideal but this
ona is infinitaly preferable o a Waterloo
terminal.

The RDS Channal Tunnel policy paper
is available from Sales Officer Alan

Harwood, price 750 inc p & p.

European Rail Studies

Wisit to West Barlin from June 24 to July
1 for Focus on Urban Transport. Films,
talks, discussion and visits involving
S=Bahn and U-Bahn expansion projects.
Furthar datails from The Secretary, Rail
Transport Study Circla, 5 Elm 'Way, Mew
Southgate, London N11 INP. Closing
date for bookings is March 25,

Image making

BR’s director of architectura, design and
anvironment, Jane Priestman, will
address the Rail Transport Study group
on Improwving the Image on Januarny 24
The mesting is at 1545 at the London
School of Hygiens and Tropical
Maedicine in Keppel Strest, off Gower
Street, London WEC1. Admission fee
£2.50




PLATFORM I

Railcard Restrictions

Dear Sir,

In Mr Alichin's lentar (AW 370 ha
suggests that the Department of Trans-
port would like to find & way to restrict
the issue of railcards.

Sadly, BR already seems to have taken a
first step in this direction with the
decision to do away with the Annual
Seagon Tickel Holder's Rallcard from
Cetobear 1RER,

| recall that when tha AST railcard was
introduced a few years ago we were told
by BR that this was a way of saying
“thank you® 1o loyal customers.

The briel printed announcament that
the railcard was to be withdrawn gave
no reason. My inguiries have brought
various responses from “Your guess is
as good a8 mine® to the suggestion that
it was “Administratively too expensive”
1o have so many differant railcards.

Whatever the thinking bahind the deci-
sion | cannot believe that it is commear-
clally justified, Thare must be thousands
of AST railcard holders who, ke ma,
have made many waeekend or day trips
which they would athersise not have
made, or at least nol have made by
public transpart.

From the public relations point of view,
it seems a bad decision. Are those
onci-valued loyal customers now o
assuma that BR no longer feels the nead
to say “thank you™7

Yours sincaraly,
J A Potiar,
Stourbridge,
WWest Midlands
A Sense of Realism
Deaar Sir.

Congratulations an your tenth anniver-
sary issue. | share your delight at RDS
membership approaching 2000 baut,
raally, what a dizappointingly low figure
in comparison with the pro-road voica. |
fear my own problems in recruitment
mirrer our real problem = that we
include a minarity of impractical dream-
s who lhve in a fantasy world devoid of
gconomic and practical realism, | have
vigarously defendad the cradibility and
realism of RDS on many occasions, but |
despair when | read lemers from mem-
bers such as C Mather,

The Bediord-Cambridge rackbed is not
anly broken at Lord's Bridge but at samea
EIGHT other lccations, including the
approaches to Sandy. Thirtean luxwry
homes reside on the embankment track-
bed a8t Blunham, but | will not tire
readers with detalled accounts of the
athar irratrievable losses of the route (I
have a detailed report availablea on
requast),

&s Chairman of the Bedford-Bletchley

line’s Usars” Growp, words fail me at tha
suggestion that the line east of
Ridgmont ba closed and re-routed. We
have fought hard to tum around the
fortunes of this oft-threatened line. Lid-
limgton, the busiest intermediate station,
would lose its service while Millbrook,
Srewartby and Kempston Hardwick
would all be cut off from the rail map.
Mew main-ling stations to replace thess
are as far-letched as ihe prospect of
carving up prirme agricultural land and
homes in ordar 1o make the delusionory
nivw routes possible,

With the gathering momeantum of privat-
isation, RDS faces its biggest challengea
yat, and our ralbways face thair biggest
threat since Beeching, We shall ba
affective i, and only i, wa all face
the future with united realism and
determination. We must not promote
impracticable dreams from mémbers
who are a blight on our cradibility.

Yours faithfully,

Richard Crana
Badiornd

West of Brighton
Dhirer B Willsomn,

| was pleased to saa my letier (headed
"Coastway Competition”) appear in
FW 37. Howewer, whilst | appreciate
the Editorial right to modify letters
for publication, | regret that the final
paragraph as published does not mow
really make sense. Allowing for your
alterations, it should resd something
lke this: “Assuming that BR cannoi
alter the servica by diverting the 15
minutas past from Brighton to go to
Eastbourne instead of Seaford, and
providing a shutile service to Lewas,
there could be....",

Incidentally, mo similar bus service has
berzn introduced WEST of Brighton, This
could wall ba because trallic congestion
im this more thickly populated area
would jecpardise time keeping, so the
bus operalors amé content 1o leave BR
with the business, But, aast of Brighton,
with much less developrment on the
Dowenis, lirme kesping on the less-con-
gested roads is easier.

Yours sinceraly,

5 R Allchin,
Bognor Ragis,
West Sussax

Private Question

Dear Sir,

Hiaw far wiould you support the follow-
ing used of private sector capital?

al The building of new routes — for
aexample the Channel Tunnel to Londan
Barna Gauge link railway.

b} The improvement of the infrastruec-

ture, for example, a basic 2500 mila Bern
Gauge freight network.

¢l Elactrification = to allowr the use of
private capital to provide the electrical
infrastructure  requirements and fo
charge a todl for the use thereof.

d] Mew axtra passenger services o
open up nmw markets, for example a
closer but cheaper service o London
over different routes from those pro-
vided by BR. to give an axample, in the
Waeast, Bristol — Bath — Bradford-on-A&von
- Trowbridge — Westbury — Mewbury —
Reading — London, but not Paddington
or Watarloo.

al The Metra and Light Raibway Met-
wiorks, for example tha Avon Metro.

fi At a later date, in the early 21st
cantury, new light rural railways (please
vigit Switzerland whare this is done==
wiadl ).

Everyona is concerned to sae the bast
done for the railways; privatisation will
nof take place unless Mr Channon is
convincad that it will offer the traveller a
better deal.

We are in the business of obtaining
more raibways and therefore the RDS
should not be held back by any political
viow whether the funding is private or
nat,

Yours faithfully,

Michasl R Barret,
Chippenham,
Wiktshire.

To Fit the Crime?

Dear Sir,

Punishing the Transport Minister by
hanging him would not ba a good idea
as he would learn nothing from it, ==

Instead, he should be made 0 lve in-a
rural arca on a salary’pension which
ruled ouwt running & car.

That would be a much more sevens
punishmeant, espeacially if the judge sant
hirm 1o an area which had lost it rail and
bus services antirely.

Yours sinceraly,

David Patars,
Talford.

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

The Editor is always pleased to recaiva
letters and articles for possible publica-
tion in AAILWATCH. Length should be
kept 10 a minimum. Copy may ba
submitted on disc using the majority of
word processing packages (which saves
timawhen sub-aditing), but handwrtten
and typed contributions are aqually
wilcom,

Photographs should be good quality
Black and white ar colour PRINTS {not
slides).

Matarial may ba shorensad




REGIONAL NOTES I

MIDLANDS

Thae first new train sarvice to be openad
in tha YWalsall area for 50 years will star
af April 1. The recpaning of the 10-mile
Walsall to Hednesford line has been
secured after an sight-year campalgn by
RDS Midlands and its Walsall Rail
Supporters offshoot. The Wast Mid-
lands PTE and Staffordshire have
sgreed 1o fund five new stations with an
hourly DMU shuttle. The service will
oparate as a five-yoar expariment on a
miarginal costs basis. New stations will
ba provided at Bloxwich, Broad Lane,
Landywood, Cannock and Hednesford,
Consultants forecast sufficient patron-
age for receipis 10 excesd costs by 1991,

Also in Staffordshine, final approval has
been given for a new station at Tutbury
o open in May 1988 allowing residents
== take advantage of the Sprintler sanice
i the Derby, Uttaxeter and Créwe ling.
Tha high-level platforms a1 Lichfield
Trant Valley station reopenad 16 passen-
gers ot the and of November when
Cross-City line trains ware extendead
from Lichfield City. Hopes are high for
the electrification of the 30-mila Cross-
City Lichfiald-Birmingham-Reddiich
lin.

The Midlands branch ren a successful
DML charter to York on Octobar 15 and
was planning a class 317 EMU charer
from Walsall to Euston on Decembaer 3.
Walsall Rail Supporters held a celebrat-
ory AGMen November 15 and heard tha
latest details of the Midlands Metro
plans from a PTE slide presantation,

An advanturous DMU eircular tour of
the East Midlands is being planned for
Saturday March 18. The train will cover
Munaaton, Tamworth, Stoke, Uitoxeter,
~“astle Donnington, Mottingham, Tro-
all, Toton, Leicestar, Coalville, Burtan
and Whitacre, The fare is £12 for the
225-mile Tive-hour tour. Details from
Ron Smith (tal; 021 351 5588).

The branch will be holding its AGM at Dr
Jabngon Housa, Birmingham, on Satur-
day Fabruary 25,

Alan Bevan

YORKSHIRE

Traing in West and South Yorkshire are
being increasingly well patronised in
spité of the Government's negative
attitude to rail, Tha figures for passen-
giers by train in West Yorkshire in 1988
are expecied to exceed 14 million,
Sevan Super Sprinter trains — bought by
WYPTA — are now oparating on serices
from York and Leeds to Manchaster and
Blackpool.

Mew stations are to be bullt on the
Shaffield to Huddersfield line a1 Doad-
warth near Barnsley and at Barry Brow
naar Huddersfiald. Burley Park statlon
on the Lesds to Harrogate line is open-

img at the and of Movember. But Selby,
onca an important main line station, has
last much of its passenger traffic owing
to bad connections at Doncastar.

Bréakdowns with Pacer trains hawve
rasulted in rush-hour cancellations over
a wide area of Yorkshire from Hull 1o
Huddersfisld. On one occasion, 500
commuters returning to lkley weare laft
stranded on Leeds station.

The Sheffield - Pontefract = York service
which |= said 1o b& on the Governmant's
hit list for closure may be saved by a
schama being considerad by the WYPTA
and British Rail. This would make use of
the freight lina through Featherstons
and a new station would be openad at
Pontefract. The existing stations a1 Mon-
khill and Baghill would probably be
closed. Alternative services betwean
York and Sheffleld might be routed
through Pontefract to Wakefield and
Doncastar or to Barmaley and Shalfield.

MNorth Yorkshire County Council is fund-
ing a E50) 000 feasibility study into
eutgnding tha M11 motorway from
Cambridge over the Humber Bridga to
Teesside,

British Rail has published a new Section
58 notice stating that it proposes o
discontinue all passenger services ovar
the Wortley curve ot Loads. Howavar,
the\Warley curva is nolonger connectad
at sither and, =0 the position will not
change.

Denis Bradbury
WALES

BR cut fares by & third from Novembear
in an attempt to boost traffic. The offar
applies to all stations Holyheasd,
Blagnaw, Chestar and Chirk. The only
restrictions are a minimum fare of £1.50
and traval after 0845 on weekdays. An
incraags in passongers was immediataly
avideani. The cheap fares will mun unil
this month when the results will be
;;'-'iﬂ‘w'ﬁd and hopefully extended to
ay.

A new rail link bus now rung evary 10
minutes from Chester station 1o the city
cantre, single fare 16p.

The mew May timetable will feature a
completely revised sarvice with a Ches-
tar to Bangor express Sprintar being
followed by an all-stations Chester
to Liandudno Sprinter. More trains
and fastar timings will resull. InterCity
sarvices will also be accalerated.

Later Christmas shopper frains are
baeing run on the Conwy Valley branch
on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.
Mew fraight traffic on the branch Is
nmbar.

Dolwyddaln is being improved by the
craation of a picnic area and a tourist
imformation point. The new town station
im Llanwrwst will parhaps be ready for

the Mational Eisteddfod this summer,
although funding fs proving difficult.

The Shrewsbury — Chaster RUA recantly
heald a successful public mesting in
Wirexham. They have also produced an
excallant folder on the line's aftractions.

Radio signalling has been successiully
intraducad an the Cambrian. The invest-
ment s already paying dividends and
the new Sunday services in particular
are loading wall,

The Vala of Rheidol Line has begn sold
to the Brecon Mountain Raibeway. It s
hoped that there will still be close ties 1o
the mainling services.

Early results from the Super Sprinter
sorvices from Cardiff to Liverpool and
Manchester have been ancoursging.
Revanue is up by about 40% and costs
have baan much reduced. Thera hava
baan fiew instances of overcrowding on
these services although teething prob-
s are still evident with the Class 155
uimiia,

Heart ol Wales line services have
rasumed owver the Glanrhyd bridge,
bringing to an end months of enforced
bustitution. Tha Heart of Wales Line
Travellers Association recantly ran a
successful excursion 1o Blasnau Ffes-
tiniog.

With the Aberdare branch now
rappenad, thoughts are turning to the
rastoration of passengar services 1o
Tondu and Maosteg.

The reopening of the Ebbw Vale line is
a0 being investigated in connection
with the Mational Garden Fastival in
1232, Singling of the track and the
intensity of the freight service may
causs problams.

Following “pressure”, Pontypridd |s 1o
get & muoch improved sarvics from naxt
May.

Dave Sallery

LONDON AND
HOME COUNTIES

A new rail guide is proposed 10 cover
the Greater London area and its anvirons
with a target publication date of spring
1980. Anyone able to offer suitable
material 15 invited (o contact the editor
designate, | McoGill at 38 Chichestar
Park, Wastbury, Wilts BA13 3AN as soon
as possible. Do not send contributions
at this stage, howewver, These will proba-
bly be required aarly in 1989,

Black and white photographs will ba
requirad for inside and colour trans-
parencias for the cover. The tesd can be
in the form of antire chaplers on specific
lines or towns and districts along the
route, or notes on placas of interest
which con be incorporated with other
matigrial. The book is aimed at ganoral
readars, nat just enthusiasts
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REGIONAL NOTES I

EAST ANGLIA

Matwork SouthEast director Chris Green
oparisd the new station at Arlesay -
betwean Hitchin and Biggleswada - on
Qctobaer 1. It was the fruit of seads first
sown by RDS in the early B0s whan
membaer Mike Hadley startad ragaarch-
ing local demand. The branch promoated
the idea in its Rail Stravegy for East
Anglia in 1984, thare was & maating in
the village attended by 100 people the
fallowing year, and an action committes
was formed chalred by ADS mambar
and county councillor John Tizard,

A survey was conductad, throe local
authorities helped with the cost and
now 8 sizeable community in Bediord-
sghire is back on tha network after 30
years. The station is smart and tactiully
desligned and has a good car park and &
swift hourly electric senvice 1o King's
Cross and Peterborough. John Tizard
was one of the first sesson ticket
holdars. -

Hundreds of people used the siation,
mainly for shopping and leigure, on its
first day when Trevor Garrod and Mick
Lewis manned an RDS stall &t the
station entrance, It was, coincidentally,
the sociaty's tanth birthday.

Trevor Garrod

SCOTLAND

The Scottish Branch have incurred the
wrath of ScotRall's 1op managers -
apparently bacause we darad to criticise
some aspecis of their new Sprinters.
They have lgnored the positive points
we made in regard to what will be the
first new rolling stock on Scotland’s
ratlways for many years. They have also
ignorad tha fact that many othars have
eriticised the Sprinters (the cycling
lobby has bean particularly vociferous),

ScotRail have accused us of driving

pacple off thair trains; we have replied
painting ocut that if anyone is driving
passangers away it is the Governmant
and their disastrous anti-rail policies,

Wae have been accused of being out of
touch with what is happaning on tha
railways. | wondar if those who run BR
really know what it is like to be depen-
dant an raibways for work and lefsure.
Do they (or some politicians] know what
it is like to experignce lengthy dalays
{without information), cold siations, or
late and overcrowded trains?

Scotfail have bean advised that wa will
go an fighting for the railway industry
and, if they are nol prepared to put up a
fight, it will make cur task more difficul
and more necassary, Ona specific criti-
cism of the Sprinters is that thera will
simply not be enough of them; Scot-
Rail's submission for new units made
no allowanca for growth and yel thay

are hoping to attract mora business. A
racipa for disastor?

We held o seminar in Perth on 19
November, Speakers included SirJames
Fargquharson (RDS  Vice-president),
Frank Spaven (SAPT Vica-chairrman)
and Ken Sutherland (RDS Sconish
Branch Ressarch Officer]). The topics
weera! the Channal Tunnel, international
comparisons, Dornoch  (inevitablyl,
Dundes intarchange and privatisation,

Douglas G Smart

SEVERNSIDE

On the BEC TV feature “Points Wast” on
6 October, Mr Jack Panrose, spokes-
man for Advanced Transport for Avon
Ltd. stated that the firm is asking the
Gosvernment for a grant of £13.5m; they
are not asking Bristol area taxpayers I
a pEnny. Eric Barb

BOOKSHELF

“Days Dut by Bus and Train™ by Dick
Woarrall, illustrated by Norman Lesier,
T6pp, 17 illustrations, 4 colour pages, 1
bfw photograph. Published by West
Midiands Passenger Transport Execu-
tive at B0p (RDS members send 4 © 19p
stamps to: D. Worrall, &0 Rowley St
Waaisall W51 2AY),

This information-packed booklet is
strongly recommanded for anyone who
uses public transport for lelsure travel in
the West Midlands. Public transport
campalgners will algo be interested in
studying this example of post-deregula-
tion positivism frorm a PTE that won't lie
denam.

“Trains for Dareham™. £1.50 + 30p p&p
from C Mewman, 2 Ascol Gardens,
Dereham, Morolk NR19 10B (Tel. 0362
694772).

The Wymondham & Dereham Rail
Action Committes has produced a book
which, as well as calebrating the tenth
annivarsary of the first special train over
tha Dereham bDranch, spells out the
regpening campaign in genaral and
ghves an informative history of the ling
from its birth in 1847, through the
Beeching years, lo ils present day
freight-cnly operation,

The book can alés be obtained from
Peter Wakefield (East Anglian Bram==
Sales Officer) or fram Trevor Garre
IADS Genaral Secretary).

The Little Green Book

This is the book that will tell you all you
nead to know about the RDS but waore
afraid to ask, It's called Fighting For Rail
and is available at £2.15 (inc p & p) from
Sales Officer &lan Hareood (address on
back pagel. Also available is the linke
yellow book It iz called Bustilution —
The Case Exploded and costs £2.15 from
Mlan, He can supply & ranga of ather
books, including A 1o £ of Rail Reopan-
ings, as well as parmphlets, diares and
ri-use labels. Send him an SAE for a list.

Bustitution

This RDS publication is increasingly
important with, for example, the thraat
to Gainsborough-Barnetby, The book is
availabla from Alan Harwood [address
on back page| at £1.80 plus 35p postage.
Every Branch and users’ group should
heve a supply - as should every
membar!
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IN PARLIAMENT

JANUARY 1989

PREVIEW

CHUNNEL TERMINAL
AT STRATFORD

Plans for a new King's Cross station
wers about 1o be publishad at the timea
of writing and are now embodied in the
King's Cross British Rallways Bill. This
will be controversial NIGEL SPEARING.
Labour MP for Newham South, toldd ma,
sinca i owill fix the main Channel Tunnel
termingl in London before sn owverall
strategic planning inquiny has boan hold,

East London MPs would prefer Strat-
_-Aord, he said.

. Aked whether this was a realistic
alternative, Mr Spearing said that he
supported Mewham Cowncil, but that
the resl nead was for o strategic inguiry,
“The loss of tha GLE had destroyed the
machinary for providing one,”

“Mo matier where the terminal is,” ha
said, “thara s no ressen for aot heving a
tunnal for sast London, going under tha
Thames from Charlten 18 Canning
Town. it would ba only aboul & mile
lang. 1 could ba built quickly, bafore the
Kant high-speed line. It doasn't nead 1o
wait.”
Furthermors, he sald, the Salect Com-
mittee on Private Bill procedure has
deplored the uss of Private Bills — as in
this casa — that displece or pre-empl
planning decisions. The difficulties
wiould become even more apparent in
tha Mew Year, when thers would ba
~= gpata of conflicting reports and pro-
ssals for new roads and railways,
incleding thosa recommended in tha
Cantral London Rail Study.

PRIVATISATION
‘GOOD FOR RAILWAYS'

TONY SPELLER (C. Devon North] told
mi¢ hie had bean chatting over a maal
with the Chairman of BR about the
opportunities  for  expansion  after
privatisation. “1 feal there iz & huga
potential for success in opening small
lines that heve bean languishing for too
long., The sconomics of railweys ars
beftar than those of roads.”

On Western Reglon, whara his consti-
tuancy i€, Mr Spollar has noticed that
parkway stations, which are daing a
geod job, could do a better ona i they
provided security at night. “Security’s
wary Impanant.®

“We can gat & lot more traffic on the
railways,” he added. “Good for the
aconamy and Tor the environment,

Ragarding the high-speed line for the
Channal Tunnel, Mr Speller wishes BR
would quickly decide on the route rather
than blight whole aness. “It makes the
railwoy unpopular,” ha said.

JE

Privatisation Bill lost

Nicholas Bennett (C. Pembroke]l was
refused parmission to bring in a private
member's Bill on 8 NMOVEMBER to
provide for the privatisation of BR.
Moving fof leave 1o bring in the Bill, he
said that Petar Snapa would oppose it
and he was sponsored by the lorgest
producer union, the National Union of
Rallwaymen. | speak on bahall of &
much lprger group, the reil passengers.”

Across the world, he continued, Govern-
mants weara turning towards the private
sector to help operate their railway
gystems. We could privalise station
and carriage cleaning, malntenancs,
cataring, security, portering and othor
garvicas.

We could also set in traln some axpari-
mants. At laast three major towns wears
sarved by lings from differant stations
in London: Ewxeter, Birmingham and
Cambridga. It would be feasibla for
different operators to run services 1o
those towns ksle of Wight services
could ba hived off to 8 private oparator.

Internal competition

"l do not accopt the board's argumant
that compatition with buses and airines
is onough., Wa must heve [aternal
compatition. | therafore proposs that &
rall authority be established to ensure
conditions of safety and fair play. Balow
that would be five or six reglonal
infrastructure companies mesponsible
for stations, signals and track.

“What about breakdowns? Thers is no
rdress in the form of financial claims
against the ralbway system, Different
operators will &nsure that the servics
is batter by providing for financial
panalties against the oparators who da
nod run the trains efficiently.”

FPater Snape (Lab, West Bromwich East)
sald that much of the case for rall
privatisation had & quain, antiguated,
back-to-tha-future quality. The right-

wing Centre for Policy Studies had
issued 8 repon that was a lfamasy of
recraating not only the four pre-1547
companies, but going back to pre-1923,
whan ihers were slmost 150 raibwey
companies,

The golden age of railways noever
axisted. Today's rallwey carries passsn-
gers faster and - provided one could get
& saal — &t & higher standard of comfon
than ever before. “Thera is nothing
wrang with BR that proper funding
would not put right: evengbody who
caras about the future of our system
knows that o be 50,

Impracticable idea

The track authority concapt was & non-
starigr, Tha track authority would rent
oul space for competing services. Any-
body with a shred of knowledge abput
oparating practices would know how
impracticable was that idea. “H & train
full of proles run by one company
comas to a standstill on the up line, it 8
no use the champagne swiggers on the
Criant Express trying to ovarnake: that is
not possible on a two-track ralbwey.
Uniike bus deragulation, one cannol out
shart the routs, jurmp the traffic lights, or
miss oul passangers standing at a slop
te baat ona’s competitors.

"Fortunataly, safety stendards guaran-
taa that few rallway passangers lose
thair lives, comparad with the 5000 or
g0 who ane killed annually on Britain's
roads,”

On a division the guestion was nega-
tived by 184 votes to 109, 8 majority of
75,

Settle-Carlisle bids

A debate o consider bids for the
Sanbe-Carlishe line was asked for by Bob
Cryer (Lab. Bradford South) during the
wonkly discussion about the naxt weak's
businass on 3 NOVEMBER “We would
a1 the same Uime discuss the Govern-
ment's plans to close 1,000 miles of
Branch lines™, he said,

As usual, the request for a debate was
not accepled, bt Mr Wakeham roplied:
“I can deal with grest suthority with the
articks in The Guardian® abouwt tha 1,000
miles of railway to be closed. The anticle
is rubbish.” He could not add to what
had bean said about the Settle-Carlisla
lina.

COMMONS DEBATES In the selected extracts from parliamentary speeches and answars 1o questions, which follow this PREVIEW,
Commons replies are given by Transport Secretary, Paul Channon, or his Ministar of State, Michael Portiflo, or Under Secretary,

Peter Bottormley,

C = Consarvative, Lab. = Labour,

SLD = Social & Liberal Democrat.




Sell off the stations

Seizing the last opportunity before tha
Commans rose for the SUMMBr recess
Kaith Mans (C. Wyra) introduced a
dabate on rall privatisation at mildnighi
on 28 JULY.

Ha econgratulated Mr Portille on his
appointmant &8 Minister of State, saying
his predecessor, Sir David Mirchell, had
done much 1o improva efficlaney within
BR. and that he hoped Mr Portillo would
cantinua the process,

We should build on what hed been
schisved, he said, in privatising parts of
the BR network. "My proposals would
create rus competition and & better
sarvice, Soma inspired entrepranauwr
might actually provide trains that
guarantesd seats for passangers.” Alr-
limes had dona it.

Bab Cryer (Lab. Bradford south): Like &
Jurmb< jet. There would ba capacity for
about 400 passongers 1o transport
parhaps bwo or threse,”

Mr Mans “That is exactly the point
British Airerays will put on an extra
pircraft for three people. Once the
siations have bean sold off, wa shall
offectively have reduced BR to a national
trachk authoring.”

MrCryarsaid that hi¥h speed trains worn
o demonstration of public innovation
and high technology. That technology,
introduced under public ownership, had
been sold to many railways throughout
the workd, It was an oulregecus Bct
whan the Govammant closed the work-
shops of forced them (o be sold off,

BA was short of money. The HETs ware
scheduled for mileages beyond their
capabllity unless they received more
mapintanance. because thara was not
enough high spesd units. Mors units
would relieve the problem of break-
downs,

David Shaw |C. Dover) said the Govern-
mednt should not relax with BR privatiss-
tion. It would be easy to say |t was too
difficult, that it had besn in the public
sactor too lang. The Governmant should
not go soft.

Az for the rolling stock, thera were
cpportunities for businessmean’s carr-
ages and offica cubicles with mlsphones
and fax and telex machines, and thare
could be tourlsmn carriages with glass
fops.

Conal Gregory (C.York) said the time
had coma for the Governmant to ask
BR for its denationalisation stratogy.
"It may propose privatising region by
ragion, or secior by sector, of, most
probably. split the track and mainten-
anca from the operators, | favour the
latter.”

Ouentin Davies [C. Stomford & Spald-
ing) said & monopaly would not seize
tha opportunities thet 8 competithes
firm would, “Qurs is the only raikwey
syslam in the world that makes one
quaus to get on the platform,®

Self-employed drivers

Mrz Teresa Gormarn (C. Billericay) said
sha loved trains and wanted 1o see the
railways improved. “There is a surplus
of drivers, 8o thera 8 no reason for
traing (o stop in the middie of nowhone
because thore is no driver. f some af
them becarna private coniract drivers,
with licences, they could coma in and
takea owver trains whoen olher drivers
raach the and of their scheduls. Wa
could also have salf-amployed porters.
In Amarica they do a deal with the
passenger on the cost of carrying the
luggage.”

Robert Hughes (Lab. Abardeen north)
sald we wera getting privatisation by
simalth, which was distorting the whola
transport market. “As soon as there is
the slightest poasibility of monay baing
mada, private capital is brought in to
syphon off the gravy. As a result, morale
within BR fs dabilitated. it is not & matier
ol privatization but of allowing BR 1o usa
its inftiative and sxpand.” The dereguls-
tlon of bus sarvices had brought a
poorer  service for those on  the
pariphery.

Bafore nationalisation, he said, tha LMS
and LNER had o nice cosy armangamant
not 1o compeata with aach other,

Opinion formers needed

Replying to the debate, Mr Portillo said
he had no major announcement (o
make. “Wae have no plans to privatise BR
a1 pragant Snd we 808 constently reieew-
ing our long-tarm oplions, None is nuled
out. Objectives agreed betwesen the
Transport Secretary and the BA board
called for vigorous measures to broaden
participation of the privata sector in
providing services to the railway.” MPs
ware familiar with earlier sell-offs and
the policy would continue.

Privatisation had made progress under
firm Gowarnment guidelines. Also
necassary was the presance of opinlon
formars who created the climate in
which enlightened changes could be
mada. “Such opinion formers have
baen with us tonight,”

King's Cross fire

The Fennall Report on the King's Cross
firm was the subject of a report by the
Transpor Secretary on 10 NOVEMBER.
It concluded that tha fire was started by
a discarded match falling into accumu-
lated grease and debris on the track of
the escalator, and that it sccelaratad up
tha tranch of the escalator untll i burst
into the booking hall, cousing the deaths
of 31 peopla.

Mr Fennell had mada 157 recommanda-
tions, 33 of tham most important and &
furthor 58 important, said Paw Chanmar.
Action was already undar way, including
the most urgent remaoval of wood panel-
ling from ascalators.

Tha investigation had shown major
shorcomings, requiring a  now

approsch to safety management snd
fire prevention. “The chie! Inspecting
officar of railways is now organising a
special investigation of London Lindar-
ground, with support from the Health
and Salety Executive.”

John Prescott (Leb. Hull Esstl said
the inguiry was limited by terms of
refarenca that preventad a fuller investi-
gation of tha real causes, which inchuded
absassian with reducing costs.

Disastrous policy

“Tha report makes clear that respodsi-
bility for the monumental failure 1o
provide adequate safety standards lies
direcily with the highest level of man-
agamani, which anthusiastically
implemented such a disastrous policy.
There will ba few regrets among Oppos-
ition Mambars at the departure of that
management.” (Sir Keith Bright and Dr
Tony Ridiey.]

Sinca this terrible tragedy, he continuad,
thare had been four ﬂ-rnmvw
wiich the London Fine Brigade had b
called, and a serious fire every two
weaks within the Underground systam.
What reassurance could he offer that
proper precautions were being taken 1o
avald such

Mr Channon replied that the most
onergotic steps were belmg taken to
ramedy the deficiencies suggested in
the raport.

Frank Dobson (Lab, Holborn & 5t Pan-
cras} suggested that the previous minis-
ter, Wicholas Ridley, talked onby of
economy and efficiency and not about
salety. The railway inspectorates ware
insisting on higher safety standards in
Hong Kong than they were demanding
on London Undanground.

Mr Channon said the Rallway Inspecio-
rate wis setling up & special beam
with help from tha Health and Safety
Exacutive and tha London Fire Brigasks,
io examine the Underground ssi
FRanagiment Sy slams.

Nigel Spearing (Lab. Newham South)
suggested that the budgst of the lifis
and escalaiors department of London
Underground was cut from about £11
millign to £8 million in three years. Did
this not show an undus regard to
economy T

Mr Charnan replied that the inspecior
had stated that “thers was no evidence
that tho overall lovel of subsidy available
to London Regional Transport (LRT)
wag inadeqguate to finance nocossary
safaty related spanding.”

No clear explanation

Robert Adley C. Christchurch) asked
whathar Sir Kaith Bright had bean
appointed chairman of London Trans-
port by Ken Livingstone, but was cut
short by the Speaker (Barnard Weath-
orill)

Robert Hughas (Lab. Aberdesn Morth)
suggested that the most dangerous
thing about the Fennell report was that it




gave no precise explanation as to why
tha fire fireballed. Would there be
further ressarch? And would tha minis-
ter say why he had not followed the
doctrine of ministerial responsibility
and offered his resignation?

Mr Channon said his resignation was
not called for. He agreed about the graat
imiportanca of finding a precises sxplana-
tian for the fire.

Years of negligence

Simon Hughes [5UD Southwark and
Barmondsey) suggested that the tragic
deaths followed four years of negli-
genca on safety at the highest level of
LAT management, according to the
ovidenca, "M Fennell makes [t clear in
his report thet safety was not given such
a high priority as productivity and
efficiancy, What guarantes s there that
the et four yoars will soo safety sy
more highly regarded?”

My Chenpon replied that the roepor
~mcommanded a change in attitude
mwvards salety, and he accepted that.

Tom Cox {Lab. Tooting) said that for
years MPs, aspecially London ones, had
brought the attention of ministers to the
ongoing problems of LAT, which wane
ropoatedly brushed asside. Had the
ministar seen the deplorable stations,
and was ha aoware that many escalators
did not work?

“When shall we hear from the ministar
that the psople who run the Undar-
ground ara committed to providing
propor sanvices coupled with safety,
and that the balance shet is no longes
the sole criterion for the way LAT
operates’”

My Channon replied that he was ax-
pariencad at tavalling on BR and the
Undarground., “We shall press ahesd as
fast &8 Wi can, conslatent with aafaty. to
improve standards,”

““ony Banks (Lab. Newham North-Yy'asi)

_«pid that a1 8 mesting of London Labour
MPs on 26 Octolbar 1987, Sir Keith Bright
had said he believed the Govammmeant
weould “push us down untll somathl
starts to happon = that is wnatil
told the Govarnment thare would be
matarial deterioration in tha service,”
Was it any wonder that Labsour MPs held
the Government's policies &8 much
respansibla for the fire as the match that
causad 7T

Content to be judged
Mr Chanmon said he was content o be
judged by those who read the report,

Harnle Grand (Lab. Totienham) said that
wihan London Transport was run by the
GLC it monitorad both revenue and
capital spanding very closaly. Was not
the minister, who ought to have been
moniioring London Transpon spending,
in soma way responsible for the
tragedy T

Mr Channon replied that when the GLC
wias responsible for investmaent it was
nod difficult to monitor 83 it was axcead-

ingly small - about half what it Is now -
in the sarly 1880s.

Martin Flannery (Lab. Shaffield, Hill-
sborough) said that as ona who used
Eing's Cross Undarground station for
yoars and went throeugh it on the day in
quasthon, he put it to the minister that
the cuts wers obvious even to the
travelling publie. "Ticket collactors wan
canstantly missing and the exit to King's
Cross was regulary closed, so that
eveyone had to anter and leave the
sarme way. s it not futile for the Minisiar
to talk about how much money was
thars, whsn we could ses the cuts taking
place all around us?™

Adr Channon saild thesa commants warn
not borme out by the roporl, which
spacially dealt with siaffing levels. The
ingpactor found no evidence that the
reduction in the number of stalf contri-
buted directly to tha disasier,

Harry Barnes (Lab. Derbyshira NE) said
that as this was not an isolated instance
in terms of recant transport disasiars
such gs Zesbrugge, would it not ba
appropriate to introduce national dis-
aster legislation, based on that of the
Uinited States, Canada and France?

Mr Chamnon replled that the Home
Sacratary was considering this.

Customs on board trains

Dpening & saries of guestions about
customs facilithes on Chunnal trains,
Rabin Corbett (Lab. Erdington) asked on
24 OCTOBER if the Public Transport
Minister undarstood that “users of the
high-teeh tunnal would upuﬂmlmhin?
facilities from Customs and Excise
Would ke confirrn that on-board
facilithes would improve “the presant
inadequate vigilance™ ot ports for drugs,
axplosivas and weapons?

Mr Portillo said he amphasised that the
Channal Tunnal Act requined on-traln
controds for services norh of London, if
BA could provide acceptable facilities.

Dafydd Wigley (Welsh Nationalist, Caer-
narvon] said that not only on-train
facilities wore noeded but also bonded
warehouss provision away from south-
east England and through traffic from
the Irish Republic through Wales and
England 1o the tunnel. Ware all thesa
aspacts baing considerod?

Mr Portille replied thet under the Act BR
was obliged fo consult the regions
about facilities for through services.
Consuliations were under way and the
result of the deliberations would be
made known lowards the and of next
WEEr,

Peter Snapa (Lab, Wast Bromnwich East)
said that on-train customs and Immbgra-
tion facilities weare cusiomary batwean
countries such as East and West Ger-
many, Franca and Switzeriand, and,
most remarkably, batwoen Northorm
Ireland and the Irish Republic. Waould
the Minkster try to overcome tha Prime
Minister's xenophobia?

My Portillo replied that the balance of
probability ssemed to be that thers
would be frontier controls 8t Water oo
for tralne terminating in London and
on-train controfs for traing going further
than Londan. “That has yet to ba
confirmed.” Discussions ware continu-
ing.
Settle-Carlisle line

A patition from supporters of tha Settle-
Carlisle raibway was presented 1o the
Cammaons on 18 OCTOBER. It sssaned
that tha line provided an essential
transport system, was a potentially
important fraight route and provided
wnjoyment for hundreds of thousands
fior its scanory and anginesring hertage.
It tharafore called for tha ratantion of the
line as an integral part of the national
rall nebarork,

On 21 DCTOBER tha Public Transport
Minister replied to a written guestion
from Peter Pike (Lab. Barnsley], asking
for the publication of the minister's
market esearch on the Settle-Carlisle
raitweay, including passenger attitudes
towards the desirability of keeping the
lina opan and keaping it in the public
soctor, and the major purpose in closing
it

Michaal Portillo replied that the repon
from the Transport Users' Consultative
Commitea had been studied, it was
submitted in 1986 and a summary had
been published. “We look forward 1o
racirving a furthar report. Yae have seen
tha results of a survey by Cumbria
eounty council into tha usage of the line.
It does not howsver cover any of the
issues you mantien, BR has recently
submitted its updated financial case for
wishing to discontinue services on the
Fimas.™

Penalty fare of £10

Andraw F.Benneit (Lab, Denton & Red-
dish] spoke on 10 NDVEMBER on the
proposal 10 carry over to the meosl
parliamentary session tha Bill 1o enabla
LAT o imposa penalty fares on passan-
gars trawelling without tickets. There
was no justification for having ona
scheme in  London and another
elsewhane.

“The promoters must consider how
thioy intand to justily 1he penalty system
contained in the Bl The panalty for
travalling on a bus or the Docklands line
without paying a fare is 8 £5 fina, but on
other traing it k= £10,

It la falrly difficull to get on & bus
without paying & fare, but on the
railways, sapecially the Underground,
the situation is far more complicated. it
is cammon fof peaple 1o kave to bosrd 8
train without the opporiunity to buy a
ficket. It is often difficult to tell whether it
wiill ba possible to buy & ticket at a tuba
station. Thers may be a maching essuing
50p tickets, but all the other machines
may be ahut down and the ticket offica
closed. Logislation on penalty fanes
should ba national,




Pater Hardy (Lab. Wentworth] said hae
ochoed Mr Benneit's commenits, Poople
wers often placed in the embarrassing
position of having to board public
transport without having paid the fare
and then running the rek al baing
criticised, embarrassed or made 1o faal
guilty, whan thave were no grounds forf
criticism, @mbarrasament or guilL

There was proviskon for passengers o
be excused when thore ware no facilitias
for the sale of tckets, but i@ was a bit
much o have to pess a Bill saying

people would be excused a penalty
whan they weane not at feull.

Would it not be batier 10 ensure that
such & position never arosal Tha Bill
should be reviewed and the principhes
considaned,

Harry Cohan [Lab. Leyton] said hs
would not like 10 see penalty fares cast
in siomnp, Al MPs knew of cases of
violance against thosa who worked on
busas and tubes, and panalty fares
could ecome a reason (or vialanca.

Might breed violence

Mr Banneft intervonad to say that i
inspeciors had 1o collect panalty fares,
they eould and by carrying large sums i
they caught many offendars, Tha mora
people could be persusded 1o pay other
than in cash the beter, 80 that no ona
was tempted to assault the inspector
and grab the many,

That was an excallent point, said Mr
Cohen. He favoured lighter penaltiss,
bt the courts must deal rigoroushy with
assaults on bus drivers, tube workens
and others in public transport sarvices.
He would nol objed to penalty fanes
while they wene introduced sgainst a
background of chesp fares, giving
paople no excuse for trying o avoid
paying. “would ask LAT to comment on
how panalty fares may affect violence. "

Ov John Marek (Lob, Wrexham) said he
wias sponsored by the Nationsd Linlon of
Railwayman and wanted the Bill to be
the bast that could be produced. it
would ba betiar if the system were
proparly staffod so that it was difficull o
escape payment. LAT should take the
Bili sway and perhaps talk to the unions,
London boroughs and pecple in the
community and bring it back in & much
improsved form.

The debate was sdjourned wntil 14
NOVEMBER, when the Bill was objectoed
to and therefore negatived.

Warst tube station

Angel tube station ks the worst In the
entire Underground system, accarding
to Chris Smith (Lab. slington South and
Finsburyl. it was a dangar io passengod
safety, ha said, whan on 10 NOVEMBER
ha urged that the private Bill (0 ensure
the improvement of the station should
ba earried over 1o the nest parllamantany
SEEEI0N,

Measures to ensure that the work want
ahaad included & mnew ticket hall and
ascalators, replacing lifts, “which work,
at besi, sporadically and at worst not at
all.” Most imporantly, he added, there
was provision for the ramoval of tha
island platform, which was sxtremaly
dangansus with the apormous increass
in the number of passengers using
Angal.

(ifice devalopmaent in the vicinity meant
that during the ruesh hour the press of
people trying 1o gei on and ofl tha
platform  had become dangerously
graat.

Should be upgraded

Jeremy  Hanfey (C. Richmond and
Barnes} said he was a director of a
company that recently moved close (o
Angel wha, which was symplomatic of
the Improvement in the area. | was o
disgrace at thea mamani.

Dy Sk Marek (Lab, Wraxham] said that
in the past six or seven years LRT had
spont the minimum amaunt of money
necessary o get the public to uso tho
Undarground, and that by spending &
few more pennies it could have ghven
the pubdic tha comfort and luxury they
desired. All should welcome the [44
million o ba spant to refurblsh the
station.

Escalators not working

Simon Hughes (SLD Southwark & Bar-
mendsoy] said that the problem of
nan-functioning escalators in London
was now substantial. Constituanis
wishad thare was less carrying over of
repairs and |ess need to carry over the
legislatian,

O Marek, spoaking again, sard thal an
LAT plan was to ba published proposing
wital alterations 1o public transpart. Dine
of the suggestions was for & lorange-
shaped fast transporn system with one
apax of tha lozenge ot Angel and the
other in south-west London.,

The Bil was carried over to the now
sassion.

Overcrowding problems

Many MPs asked wiitten guastions an
19 APRIL sbout overcrowding an traing
and asking for a statement. These
included Pater Snape (Lab. West Brom-
wich sast). G.W.Alen [Lab, Nottingham
northl, D John Marek (Lab, Wresxham],
Or L. & Moonie (Lab, Kirkaldy), Dr Dawid
Marshall |Lab. Shettieston), JLAcFall
(Lab. Dumbarton], Migs M Mowiam
{Lab. Redecar) and P.P.Murphy (Lab.
Tarfaank,

Mr Mitchell replied that ha mat the BR
board chairman regularty to discuss
matters of mutual interesi, including
quality of servics objectives, which for
Mavwark SouthEast included load factor
standards.

Funding the fast link

Miga!l Spearing (Lab, Mewham South],
i a writhen question on 21 DCTOBER

concamning tha London-Channal rall
link. askod what proposals had besn
received for private funding.

BR would ba inviting proposals from the
private secior shortly, Mr Porfilio
rapiied.

Dr John Marek (Lab. Wraxham), during
business questions on 10 November,
drews attention to an eafly-day motion =
a motion that is not usually debated but
which appears on the onder paper with
the nameas of MPs who agres 1o support
it

It sald theat “customs and Immigration
formalities on all Channel Tunnel trains
should be carried out on board the
traing and not 8t pessengar tarminals.”

Or Marek asked for a debate on the
subject, il thane was sy difficulty about
the Government's accading to the
wishas exprassed. —_—

John Wakeham Leader of the Hous..
said a dobate might be convenient
A1 some time. For Walerloo services,
alrpor-type controls wera the most
practical and cost effective.

High speed less needed

In a gquestion fo the Prime Minister on 1
NOVEMBER, Robert Adley (C. Chrisi-
church) askad if shea was aware of the
spparant lack of co-ordination batweaen
tha British Governmant through BR and
the Franch Governmant through SNCF
af the investmeant criteria goveming tha
construction and déewelopment of rail
sarvicas at sach end of the line. Was this
necassary, and il so, would she arrange
for the two Departments of Transport to
meet to discuss the matier?

Mrs Thaicher replisd that he was proba-
bly referring to the fact that the Frensk,
naad tha high-spaad train in any o
whareas we have not the same need on
thiz sida of the tunnal for sarvices to
London. 1 will howover look furthor
inta the mattar.”

How many represantations aboul the
proposed high-speed link had the Trans-
port Depariment recalved, asked Kaith
Spead (C. Ashford) on 3 NOVEMBER. in
B writlén question,

Abowt 300, Mr Portiilo replied, mainly
from people concerned thal thay might
ba affected by one of the proposed
routes. “We are encouraging BR to
narrow down the options as quickly as
poesible.”

John Heddle (C. Staffordshire Mid)
asked in @ written guestion on 2
OCTOBER if the Minister had yeat
recaved BR's submission for electrifica-
tion of the cross-city line from Lichfiald
to Redditch via Birmingham New Street.

“| hawve not,” sald Mr Portiiia,
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