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SETTLE CARLISLE -

THE

Tha coming manths will gae renawesd
gfforta by ADS and its parners in the
Seftla-Carlisle Joint Action Committea
1o save this threatened line and keap i in
the national rail network.

On May 18, Public Tronsport Ministor
Devid Mitchell announced thaet he was
“minded” to close the line and was
laoking for a buyar,

Mr Mitchall's statemant plaved down
the increasad wvse of the ling in recent
yoars for tourism and leisure traffic,
saying thai BR was not particularky
gualified” for this business and should
lmava it to others,

The implications of this statement ame

WORST COULD HAPPEN

alarming. I BR baing told w0 withdraw
from tourism, the largest growih indus-
try in this country? Are tha commaenda-
bla growth afforts by BR's Prowvincial
Sector and dozens of local users' groups
to pramole more ofl-peak leiEsure usage
of provincial services to be diched?
What, then, will ba the future of routes
ke Middiesbrough Whithy, Morwich.
Sheringham and Exater-Barmstaple — 1o
aay nothing of the Haarl of Wales or the
West Highland?

Many RDS mambars have almaady writ-
ten o ther MPs to protest about the

implications of Mr Mitchells statemant
We urga tham 1o do S0 o,

WOMEN IN BR

Only 17 women are gqualified 1o drive
British Rall trains, with the remaining
16,000 being men. That may not look
ik & wary impressiva aqgual oppaor-
tunitias record but, three years ago,
thera was only one woman driver

MNow BR is reporiedly keen to take on
mare womaen in treditionally male jobs,
In fact they have baen reguired by 8w o
givie equal opportunities since T876.

Al least thafe &fe woman near the 1o,
wiith Dwo on the British Raibweys Boerd
o non-oxacutive mambers, They are
public relations specialist Adele Biss
and accountant Karia Cantor,

For the last three years, BR has also had
an aquality officer, Lesley Holland, who
says she is salishied that it 15 waorking
hard to put things “right™. BR is now
more aware of the problem and has
developed an action plan and & longer

tarm strategy to deal with i

Targets have been set in vanous grades
and she says the main idea is o
anocourage local mansgérs o 1ake on
more women, particularly par-timears.
Woman will sla bs given graated
encouragemeant Lo return to the ralkways
after havirsg a family,

In total there are 3266 women working
for BA out af & workforee of 140,000
They are mainly in secretarial and
clarical jobs, but they also festure in
ticket offices and travel cantres, as
carriage cleaners, platfiorm staff and in
the enginearing grades. There are B
WOImEn guards.

O of the targels is to make sure that ai
laast S0 par cant of staff hired for “white
collar® jobs are fermale. With 47 per cent
of BR"s potential market being female,
thet seams like a reasonable first step.

25 MPS AT COMMONS
CAMPAIGN MEETING

Soma 256 MPs, logethar with representa-
tives of local suthorities from Badford 1o
Sheffiekd, packad a House of Commons
Comminess Room on the shernoon of T
Juma to hear RDS campalgn leader,
John Armstrong, put the case lor abee-
trification of the Midiand Main Line,

Sponsored by Peter Fry (C. Walling-
boroughl and Margarei Becketi |Lab,
Dy South) thia was the bast meating
s far wea have organsad ot Wastm i nstir

on this topic. Notably absent was a
rapresantative from BR, who ware casti-
gated by David Blunker, Leader of
Sheffield City Council and MP for
Brightsida.

Aftor sering a BR videa on the benefits
af slectrification mambars debated this
tapdis for twen howrs and. despite resarva-
tione by Dennls Skinner |Lab. Bolsovar)
agreed to approach the Whips with &
viaw to setting up an all-party Commit-
tme of MPs 1o get BR 1o the Conferanca
table

it is hopéed that the report of the

Consultants appointed by the Conaoar-
tiurm of Local Swthornities on the future of
the line will be available in the Auwtummn,

RDS AND PENALTY FARES

Folipwing the RDS petition on the
BR Penalty Fares Bill. wa had useful
correspondence with the British Fall
Solicitor and two mambers appeared
a maasting ol tha House of Lords Select
Committes.

Fara evamion s reckoned to loas BR
£29m p.a. in revenue, end ROS is mnot
opposed to stiffer fines against offen-
ders. Dur concarn s thal thess moasures
should be coupled with safeguards for
innacent passangers and with improved
ticket-issuing facilities at stations,

Tha BIL, ot presant, refemns to “adeguate
facilities”, but does not define these
[adequate facilities, for nstanca, maght
be those 81 which & passanger does not
need to gqueue for more than five
minU e o obtain @ toket)

BA are congidering automatic machines
issulng “authordty 1o iravel® tlckets,
witich could ba offset against fares paid
on the train. We have said that such
machings showld ba instaled &t all
stations covered by the Penalty Fare
schame

& further matter of concem 1o us is thal
the onus |8 on the passenger (o prove
that ticket fscilities were insdeguate,
rathor than on BR o prove that they
wers adecquata!l

Wa have been sssured that all our
poinis will ba fully considered a1 the
committes stage of tha Bill,

WHAT THE
PAPERS SAY

British Rail haz advised a Motorail
customer from Manchester to drive to
London if he wanis 1o ke kis car to

Cootland on tha Train.
Gunardian

A Labrador callad Hutch had to have his
photograph taken in 8 booth before BR
would issue owner Judith Porter, 24, of
Mewnrk, Motta, with his season ticket
Dily Telagraph

Maore than 24 par cani of hesvy goods
wehicles failed safety checks and more
than hall those Tallunes were linkad with

faulty brakes.
Dabty Cyclist




A FOOL RUSHES IN
Elisabeth Jordan recounts her fight for Corbyrail

One evening in November 1983 five
mernbers of the RDS Momhamptonshire
sroa pnd a Nationsl Commities mambar
mat in my sitting room. Being wery
friandly paople they invited ma to join
in, anly my husbend being a mamber ai
tha tima (the altemative was bamish-
rFrdrit Eo thie kitchan with e inoning )

Darring the previous summer they had
organisad a patition in Corby which waa
gigned by ower 5000 peopls who
wanied o see Corby station recpenad
io passsnger sarvices. This had basn
recelved by David Mitchell at the Housa
of Commaons in the autumn. Mow tha
group ware discussing the next steps 1o
i,

They felt wery strongly that it was
naceasary to prove that Corby peopla
would wse traing il they were availabla.
A charter train saemead the only poseibil-
ity and, while my husband was making
coMee, | rashly offered to write an
explofatory lotter to BR. The naxt tima
Arthur's membership came up for
remawal | was added as a family
PR e,

Back came the reply agrasing 1o our
requast and quoling & price which
included naarty £1.000 for work needad
o make tha platfarm usable, temponary
lighting and staff. Wa now had a wery
daunting task ghead bul it was too lata
to go hack,

‘W would have liked to go to Glasgone,
thera baing many first, sscond and third
genaration Scots in Corby, but BR's
prica and timings wars not alirective. In
the and we sefled for York and Scar-
borowgh at fares of £12 for adults and
£10 for children. Four hundred seals
were avallable amd a8 buffel service
requasied.

Mow we needed £376 deposit. Meither
wa nof the ADS Executive had thia
rAGnay to spare. Inthe end we borrowsd
it from a member |n the South of
England and started 1o market the train,
Cortry Council helped with printing,

while six of uvs talked to the press,
handad oul laaflais in the town cantre,
got pasters put up (in shops, fectories
and clubsl, and generally did all we
coubd 1o sl the tickets,

On 1 July nearty 300 people crowded
ante Corby"s platform. Tha traln cama in
to lowd cheers. Council Chairman Joa
Sims made a short speech through a
magaphona and a letier of suppor from
aur MP, William Powsell was read. The
local press photographed Councillor
Sims waving the green flag, and we
wara off,

The train headboard bore the legeand
“Raitway Developmaent Sockety CORBY-
RAIL First train for 18 years”® (it was (o be
21 years from closure o the recpaning
an 13 April 1887 when Jos Sima, later
awarded the MBE, performed the
renganing carsmanyl.

In spite of a raffle on board, there was a
loes of nearly £500 dus to a2 shortfall in
ticke! sales. After sslling gooseberries
from a member's garden, organising a
Tombxalns st the Corby Highland Gathar.
ing and booking another trakn to wisit the
Liverpool Garden Festival in Sapilam ber
wa wars in tha black again. Since then
we have had a reagonably healthy bank
Balancs,

Most passangers on that first charter
train joined the Corbyrall Supportars'
groug, which then bscames a corporate
membsr of RDS. | have been the secrer-
ary of this group singe lis incaption

Betwesn BR laying a path for the first
charor train and the District Council
improving the site for the reopening,
mambars had 1o cloartha path with their
awn gardening tools each time we ran a
charter train. BBC Radio Morthampton
did an interview with background
sounds of path clearing as we prepared
for our train to Liandudno in 1986

& carpenter on tha Commitiee repaired
the platform steps while a stesl haad-

board was made by a steehworker
iCorby was, and to 8 certain extent still

VALLEYS SHOW THE WAY

Rail improvements in the South Walss
vallays ara baing halled as & potential
blueprint for the rest of Britain. A joint
programme betwaen BR and local coun-
cils had boosied passanger levels by 55
par cent and revenus by 40 per cant.

The WValloys networks had besn a
spectacular succass in an area with a
depressed economy, said Mr John
Davies, BR manager for Wales. Five
Yoars ago cparating costs wore 50 par
cant above Incoma. Mow thay wara anly
10 per cent highar than revenwe. NUR
lnadar Jimmy Knapp said: “Whai has

happenaed thore should be publiciped
nation-wide because it is an example 1o
the whaole couniry. Local authoritios
thars ara ksading the way.”

Mare than £17 million is being invested
in the Valleys network with more than
£6 million of that coming from councils.
Welsh Secretary Pater Walker |8 consid-
a-ring_ whether 1o approve phass two,
creating nine new stations in Mid
Glamorgan and flve new siations for
South Glamorgan. “The rail strategy
has begn 8 iremendous success.” sshd
Bill Williams, Mid Glamorgan's trans-
oot chairman,

i%, 8 steel town) and first carried on our
Porismouth train in 1988, It also had
pride of placa on tha first sandiee trainan
recpening day,

Corbyrall continues 1o monitor the ser-
vica, regularly suggesting Improve-
mants saorma ol which are taken up. Wae
continue to ruen charter trains but, as BA
are making it maore diffieult @ wn them
and the prices are bacoming ridiculous,
these may end soon,

Wa look 1o future develogments includ-
ing Electrification from Bedford to Corby
lerith or without Wonderworid), through
connections to Thamesknk and, possi-
biy throwgh serices northwards to
Dakham and Mahon, which would alsa
benafit those towms.

Who knows, when the Channel Tunnel
and Wondersorld are both functioning
weit may hve through trading from Corlby
to Paris!

THE MEMBERSHIP

It ia not possible to be exact about the
number of RDS members; peopla poin,
some resign, othars get behind with
their subscriptions and have 1 be
wiritten off (althowgh most pay up sfter
baing ramindadl Thersfors we can,
tzking all these facts into conskdaration,
estimate our present memberahip an
180,

The Society's income stams primarily
from members subscrptions and dona-
tions. The effective work we do depends
on the numbar of peopls we mMpresent,
Ouir tangel now b5 1o have 2000 memibers
by the and of the yaar and vwe nesd your
haip!

Ragular advertissments in " Modenm
Railweys” and “Rall Enmthusiast® pro-
duce & steady fiow of enguirers, of
which 30% bacoma mambsm, Thase
magazines reach only a small propor-
tion of those who would support us
wari wa brought 1o thelr sttentiaon

Tell a8 many people as possibla about
tha Sociatly. Il they ssem at all interestad,
parsuade them 1o join, Many maembers
hava besn anrallsd bh;-luil BOITI@OMNE
spotted a pro-rall ketter in a newspapar
and contacted its sendar, A hestan
friend of relative could have thair sub-
scripteon paid as & present,

You might Eke to sponsor 8 series of
gdverts in @ Mejazing of newspaper
{sxpariance has shown single adverta 1o
be insffective). Donations and offers of
sponsorship should be sant to Roland
White, “Latymer®, The Drive, Balmont
5M2 4JT,

Finally, to all Branch Secralaniss, | strass

the imporance of following up people

in thedr area to whom | have sent details

of the Society, and to let me have spare
coples of their Rranch Newslstiers,

Lionad Boylet

IMambership Promotion Officar)

3
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AGM REPORT

Owr tenth AGM wis one of the bast A
hundred or go RDE mambars osnvsngad
on Leicester, on & bright and breezy
spring day, to be welcomed by & apacial
message on the station’s VDU screens
by East Midiands Branch Chairman
Eligaibath Jordan.

RDS Mational Chairman Alan Bewan
raporied & yaar of incréssed mambar-
ship and strengthened organisatkon.
The year's activities had ra from
tha campalgn for more slectrifcation o
protests against fare increases and from
tha publication af furihar fail guides to
prasaure (with some sucoess) lor Sction
On COMPany car parks

The meating was trested to a8 slide
presentation by Mr Siephen Savery of
Leicastershirs-based Redland Aggre-
pates. Starting with picturas of mineral
e ot the turn of the cemury, he
moved on ta his experieances in the
industry ovar tho last thirly years.

Mr Sawvery had personally been invoied
in establishing & railhesd st Ardingly,
Sussex, in 1960 and later in the success-
ful decisian o re-lay 6 miles of track o
serve Tytherngton quarry |n Glouces-
terghire, now used to move 1.5 o 2
million 1onE par AnnuUm,

The relbsays” share of aggregate treffic
imcransnd in tha 1970s; Mr Savery had
opaned six rail-served depots with the
help of section B granie from the
govarmmant

Tha highlight of his talk was the first
pulslic showing af & new dischargas train
run on April 20 from the company’s
Barrow railhaad, near Loughborough,

to Cambridge. This train of close-
coupled wagons, all linked by convayer
belt, could discharge its cargo of granite
straight from tha running line withouwt
the nead for special sidings or fhomd
aquipment. it had great potential for
attracting more fradight (o rail.

Mr Savery answered & range of
questions from membars. Our Presi-
dent, Dr Caton expressed everyona's
appreciation of this encoursging talk by
& major Rallfrelght customer

In the businsss pamn of the meating,
the proposad amandmants to tha RDS
constitution wers all carried overwhalm-
inghy

A resolution was passed condemning
sugpeations that VAT ba charged on radl
fares, while another called for impsove-
ments to communication from BR staf
o pasasngars. A further resolution, in
the interests of promoting fairer com-
pitition between road ond roll, urged
that excise licences for road coaches
cost the sama those for lorrias of the
same weight, thal thare be mora strin-
gent checks on lormy overloading and
that BR should be glven adequate
resturces to enable it to carry all the
traffic on offar with encugh spare capac-

ity 1o cater for growth in demand.

Thae fallowing ware shected:

Chairman = Alan Bevan

Wies-Chalrman = Steve Wikinson
General Secratary — Travor Garmod
Treasurer — John Gibbs

Membarship Secratary - Frank Hastilow
Sales Officer = Alan Harwood

Mational Executive = John Barfisld,

Helen Broadbent, Chris Burton, Mike
Crowhurst, Andrew Macfarlane, David
Sallery, John Saunders. Frank Tomling,
Patar Wakefield, Geoffrey Wyartt.

Teibwite was pald to formar (reasurer
Bob Wilson for his excallent work in
devaloping & good inancial system lor
the sociaty. Martin Leech gave a usaful
financial statement. prepared at quite
short natice, and was ré-appointad Hon,
Auditor,

Betors and after the mesting, and during
the break, Alan Harwood did a steady
trade on his sales stand, as did Darry|
Teylor-Smith and ather East Midlands
Branch members running the jea and
coffes bar. Thank you o evaryone for
making this a lively, conatructive and

enjoyable gatharing,
Trevor Garrod.,

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY

Mother Shirkey Slader, with her daugh-
tar, grandson and a pushchair, had to
get off their train at unmannad Ystrad
Rfonnda and gel back on again before
they ware aflowed to by a return ok
t Cardiff, Thay had bean too late 1o buy
a ticket ot the manned siation &t Tan
Pantre and the guard refused to sell
tham a returmn ticked on the train unlass
they reboarded 8 an unmanned statkon.
Thay had to buy singles from Ton Pentre
1o Ystrad and then raturns to Cardiff.

£ Walas Echo

Demand has increasad by 1156 per cant
on the 51 Pancras to Bedford line since
slactrification which has also boosted
traffic to Hastings and Cambridge by 45
par cani.

Guardian

BAs Southern reglon enguiry aanice |8

London's busiest telephone line and

one of the best in answering guickby.
Evanlng Standard

City of London firma urged the Govern-
ment to pour mone money into public
tranagort 10 eass tha stress of travelling
1o work, The efficiency of the City which
contributed £9 billion to the balance of
paymenis was being underminsd by
inadeguate, overcrowdad trains. A 25
par cant increase in the numibser of City
jobs is forecast over the nexi 10 years
but Network SowthEsst planned an
incraase of only 2 par cant ower the neo
five years,

Omlly Talagraph

RAIL MART

RAILWATCH back nos. 24 to 32, B0p ea.
1988 Diaries £2.30 ea; Rewse label
packs 1,80 ea.; Bring Back Tha Traina
£1.80 sa, Prices all in. From the Sales
Officer [addrass on hack pagel.




PLATFORM

Comfortable Travel

Dmar Me 'Willson,

About four years ago the Woman's
Committaa of the Rogs, Cromarty and
Skya Conservative Assochation ook up
the guestion of alcohol on trains, This
wian bacalise it wal often distresaing for
women travelling on their own over
ipng distances in opan carrisages, par-
tioularly in winter, 1o find themaalves (n
close proximity 1o card-playing drinking
man on their way back to the varous
congtructlon schemes. The situation
has stabilised with a less itinerant work
force, and no-one wishes 1o deny sach
group its pleasures, but the reilways do
offer much in the way of pleasan
relaxed treved and should do so for all.
The smawer from ScotRail was that it
wiould ba impossible to have trains with
all the computations of class, smoking!
non-smoking and alcohol'non-alocohal
ate.

il tha reilways are 10 re-develop they
must not be afrasd 1o offer someathing
diffarant from the cheaper busas. Rail-
way journeys from areas such as the
highlands should be, and often are, a
sgource of pleasure in themeelves, As an
giderty lady | do enjoy the trolley and
bulfat services and not having 1o think
about a picnic. The guality of the food is
pralseworthy and especially so, | undar-
stand, on the trains [0 the narh which
get their supplies from the Inveroyked
Trading Post. The popularty of the
expensive 1ourist treins shows that
sarvice is appreciated,

| write, of course, with a fesling of
despair bacause of tha recant re-orngani-
sation in Scotland which has decressad
local responsibifities and the recant
timatable changes which are causing
still further transfer to bus trawel, par-
ticularly on the Inverness-Aberdaan lne
— & line which is so much saler than the
notorious ASE. That road most alderly
wormen drivers prefar 10 avoid

Yours sincanahy,
F. Dorothy MaFariana,
Srrathpefiar,
Aoss-shire,

Politics

Dwar M Willson,

1 have baan an RDS member for some
years, during which time | have felt that
palitics should b bept out of railwins -
wa have suffered too much owver the
yaars at the hands of politicians with a
small “p°.

Since 1883 | have bean lobbying my MF
(Richard MNeadham) aboul railwey
inrvestmant — it is always nasier 1o get
things dona from insidé rathar than

outside a political party- and, to put the
racord straight. Stephen ‘\Wikshire's
siaterment that the Consarvative party is
npt interestad in raibevay investmant is
vy wide of the mark

| hawe found Mr Neadham and the
Minkstar halpiul, inlerested and ksan 1o
know. They recognise the advantages of
riilways and ore ksen o make
maxirmuem wuke of the system.

Mr Maadharm and | have corrasponcoed
about many imerasting projects. | is
from these discussiona that the Tiphock
Eurapean Losding geuge Channal Tun-
riél 1o Scotland freight route to Scotland
developed. However, | mual put on
record that the RDS Freight Commines
were unable to halp wvery much. baing
consirained by tha palloy article in owr
association constitution which is againat
privata capital baing used Tor ralbway
investment. Please take a maore flaxibie
line on this = thero is so much mon
whilch could be done to stiract outside
investment for all types of projects
Including alectrificatan,

| hawe a draarm that the raibvay system
ghould, onca agaln, ba tha tranapon
rmiada of first choice. it should be hi-tech,
modorn, fast, efficient, economic, rali-
able and outside of political control
Thiz can not ba dona only with public
fumds or on typa of ralbway, 50 ROS can
be a5 flexible as possible on both thess
pcores. Onoe tho infrastructuie cost
financing problem i ovarcoma the
system must be commercially viable, all
11 000 plus milas. There & rmone then
cinie Wl 1o FUn @ raibway, once you have
mads up your mind that the natwork
glze ia “set in stone”

Yours Teithiully,
Michael R Barrer,
Chippanham,
Wikshire,
Slide Shows
Deaar Mr Willson,

For saveral vears now, my husband and
| hewe besn giving A-V slide shows in
South West Scotland on the subject of
tha ald “Paddy™ line which, until 1988,
ran betesen Dumifries and Stranraer.
We call our presantation "Requism fora
raibwary”,

Wa hope (o prapare a similar AV
presentation on the Settle line, but
obviously hopa thal good sense will
prevall snd that this marvelious Rallwaey
will continuea 10 function.

With bast wishes,
Julia Chestham,
Castle-Douglas,
Kircudbrightshine.

!
L]
Buses which siop to plck up passengirs
are blamed for slowing down car traffic
by Sir Alfred Sherman, Ha says the
answer o congasbhon i [0 conver
raibway fines into bus routes,
Tha Times

Consumer Power

Daar Mr Willzon,

I am an enthusiastic lover of railroads.
Thin is not only bacauss | hate 1o fiy, but
becausa raing make me feel more
sacura than any othaer form of transpor-
tation. Al great cost | will go owt of my
wily 10 use @ train, rather than a cheap
charter flight to soma European holiday
destination.

Also, professionally, & 8 journalist with
frequent assignments in London, I've
ridcken the traine between Parth and
London for over thres years and, on the
whole, enjoyed the axporignce. | do faal
that smakers ane getting crowded into
far 100 few carrlages, that the trains to
Scotland are too crowded, thal the
luggege racks are inadeguale 1o the
paint of dangar (i.e. blecking corridors]
and thai the use of radlos by many
young louts ought to be stamped out. |
sl regret the departure of tha aftar-
noon tea senvice. But having said all that
= gnd | have complained on all thase
polnts without effect - | am & grest
believar in consumer power, and it i for
thin reancn that | support the RDS.

Yours sinceraly,
Jiny Billington Dary,
Parth,
Scotland.

Passive Smoking

Dear Sir,

When will ScotRail catch up with the
rest of the world in s provision for
non-smokers? Even  In Edinburgh
Waverlay thera s nowhers 1o sit without
the risk of somebody lighting up nest 1o
you, On the traine the carrisges ame still
mainly hall and hall (smokingfnon-
smoking|l without a proper barrier in
batwean. As a result, the people in the
non-smoking section have to suffer
from smoke noarty as much as those in
the smoking sectlon, This i hardly a
way for BR to look after or encourage
passengars, now that the dangers ol
passive smoking are well established,

Yours falthiully,
M. M. Mallish |Mrs],

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

The Editor is plways plessed o receive
latters and articles for possable publica-
tion in RAILWATCH. Length should ba
kept o a minimum. Copy may be
subrmitted on disc using the majority of
wiord processing packages which saves
time whan sub-editing), but handwritten
and typed contributions are oegually
weloomes,

Photographs should be good guality
black and white or colour PRINTS (not
slidesl

Material may be shortened or othensise
odited while retaining the sense of the
original. Opinions expressed by con-
tributors sre not nocessarily thoss of the
Editor, the Editorial Board or tha Sociaty.

BR PROPERTY BOARD

RODS ks currently sngaged in & atudy of
the sctivities of this Board. Sometimes
s actions have banofited raldl users by,
for example, the replacement of cartain
outdated victorien stations. bul othars
have not abways baen in the user's bast
intarests,

Land which could have Deen ussd for
station car parking, new freight sidings
of reopened passenger routes has
somatimes been sold, while buildings
have baon allowed to deteriorate, mak-
ing some wnataffed stations particulariy
unathrac e

Membars ara wrgad to send details of
both positive and negative dewelop-
mants in THEIR areas (in the last five
wears or 50) 1o John Barfield (address on
back &) by the and of August Wa
hope to isswe 8 répart in the Autumn,

TENTH NATIONAL
CONFERENCE OF
RAIL USER GROUPS

This snnual evert, organlsed by RDSG,
brings together representatives of local
usary’ groups, ADS branches from all
ovar Graat Britain, and lsading figures
in the raibway industry. Conferance will
e on Satunday October 22nd in Univer-
sity College, London, from 11006 till
17000 Speakars will ba Gordon Pettin
[BR Southesn Region General Manager),
Simon GCoventry (Marksting Manager,
BARELN and RDS Vice-President Jamas
Towiar,

The charge per delegate is £3.50 (£4.50
for non-affiliated groups). For detalls,
SAE wo John Lark, 7 Glougastar AvenLe,
Goreston, Gt Yarmouth, Morfoll, NR31
ILT.

Bustitution-The Case Exploded. by
Richard Watts, with help from several
othar membars. Recommeandad reading
far thosa people in positions of powier
who are kbeen 1o closa reibweys and
replace them by buses, this new book
prowides tha facts, figures, background
and afguments. Sand £1.25 (ples 30p
pdipl to our sales officer, Alan Harwood,
138 Harrowdene Gardens, Teddington,
Middiesax TW11 ODN or visit a good
bookshop (IS8N 0 201283 03 7.

Thamas and Downa by Rail
Surrey & Sussex by Rail
Wales & The Marches by Rail

Each of thesa thres new RDS Rallguides

s available now at £2.50 [plus 30p pdip)

fram Alan Harwood, They bring the

numibser of titlas in print to thirteen, and

;il‘_l:uilir complite aur covarags of Grast
ritEin.

CHANGE OF TREASURER

Walooma to our new National Traasurer,

John Gibbs, of 10 East View, Alaxandra
rosd, Heathfiald , East sussax TN21 BEG,
John is & qualifled accountant and we
arg gr'-ful for his wllﬂngn-_ 1o take
over B guite shor nolics in March.

ANTI-CLOSURE FUND

Sinca 1982, hundreds of pounds have
been raised and pakd out of this fTund 1o
help RDS and affiliated rail usars’ groups
to fight closures, ranging from Setile-
Carlisle to Henley-in-Arden — Strationd-
upon-fwon, It has recanily besn ussed to
help the MNorth Midlands Brsnch to
put the case ageinst closure of the
Radiord-Trowall link (nesr Noitingham|
and to assist the East Anglia Branch
with its token contribution fowards
maintenance of the onca-threatened
Raad ham-Yarmouth line.

As long as the Departmaent of Transpon
insists on BR looking at “bustitution”
avary tima il wanls to invest In new
diesal multiple unit trains, it is important
to keap the Fund toppod up, Donations
to the General Secretary, who has
recantly complated another sponsored
eycle ride, with two other membars, o
ralse money for the causs.

GLASGOW FOR PEOPLE

On 26 Novambar 1987, reprasentstives
of wvarious organisations met in the
officas of the RDS (Scotland) to discuss
oppodition 10 the Ayr By-pass, which
would put a dual cerrisgeway along the
Pollok Estate (nasr the Burrell Collec-
tin, through the former railway village
of Corkerhlll, through farmiand and the
Grean Belt and through the village of
Darnley.

Glasgow District Council,. which had
supported the road when it was first
likely to be implemented (in 1880], had
changed its view as the years want on
and the ill ofects of too much road
traffic became apparent. The Councll
put in an objection and 8 public inguiry
wiss schaduled for March 1888

From this meeting was formed an
umbrella *Glasgow for People” group
comprising fourteen local and national
organiastions.

Alica Maosaly, thi Group's Secratary, put
forward objections based on damage to
the areas through which the the moad
would pass and e likely tendancy to
genarata new motor irafflc. Sha slso
suppanad the RDS proposal to unite the
raihway Bnes in the north and south of
Glasgow by means of the 5t John's link
onginally proposad in the Grester Glas-
gow Transportation Study in 1988,

Further information on *Glasgow for
Peopla®: send X0p stemps to Alice
Mosaley, RDS, 113 West Regent 5t
Glasgow G2 FRL,

REGIONAL
NOTES

WALES

BA Chester Area Manager, Eric Robenas,
ran an excurgion to Edinburgh from
Haolyhaad and stalions to Chaster on 8
April. The traln was & sall-out and thres
miane axcursions are promised for later
im tha yaar. Another local pramotion has
been reduced faras to James Pringle at
Liantsir P.G. A major attempl 10 Incraass
rail traffic has bean tha introduction of a
“Chester Shoppers’™ ticket, offering a
third alf normal fares. This promoticn
wiies duse to run wntil 28 May, and should
help to encourasge public awersness of
the new tmetsble with its much-
improved servica. Gradual face-lifting
of Morth Wales Coast stations continuas,
wiith Ryl naxt in line for improvemants.
The inltlative of Rhyl Town Council In
this matter iz to be applauded. Mewiy-
privatised Crosvilla Wales are in the
procass of disposing of Rhyl bus station,
where an RDE attempt fo secure a
transport intarchangs at the railway
station met with no success. As in other
parts of tha country, local spathy
towards public transport (8 & probdam.

B, mattar of some concarn s Saalink’s
dacision to stop using British Transport
Paolice at Holyhead. Thia will result in &
reduction in the Norh Wales force from
11 to 3.

Parking problems on Chesledr hive
resulted in a flood of applications for
out-of-town  developments.  Batter
acoess by public transport is the obwious
anpwaer, and the message could at last
ba getting theough. Emvironmentsl
improvemants &t Chester, including the
colabrated irackside lawn, have mel
with much public approval, and were
faaturad on BEC Norh-wast recently,

Tha ‘Wrexham-Bidston RUA have
arganiaed a loco-hauled excursion o
Dxford on 7 May. The new Limetable
featwras minor improvements to their
ST,

Chestar and North Wales RUA now have
over 200 mambers enrolled. Trips have
been organised to Cardiff, Edinburgh
and London. Excallant Hakson = balng
maintained with BR at Chaster. Tha
Membership secretary is J.Kandall, 43
Mass-y-Castall, Llanthos, Llandudno
LL30 TNG. Minimurn mambership fee is
El.

Thie Korth Wales Raibway Circle i again
prowviding a commentary and refrash-
ment servicea on Sundsy trains to
Blaenau Fastiniog. This service is no
langer advertised as the Sunday shuttls,
although Gwynedd County Council is
atill involved, BR tickets will now be
walid on Sundays.

D Sallarup




SCOTLAND

RDS(Scotland) recently received a letter
from the Research Officer of the Scottish
Conservative party stating that neithar
they nor the Scottish developmant
Department have the experience of
knowledge to desl with our complaints
regarding public transport in Scotland.

RDSiScoiland] has been accusad in
some quarters of baing oo political (but
not by any of our mambars] and it is
cartainlty the case that muoch of ouwr
propeganda in the past year has bean
strangly anti-Government. But what
altarnative do we hava? When a govern-
mant, by pursuing a policy of finance
cuts, forces the raibways to contract and
pravenis BR from satisbying the demand
for rail services, what are we supposed
to dof The fact that BR (ScotRail in
particular) have capitulated to thage
disastrous polickes makes it gll the more
nocossary thatl RDS and others sxpoas
the consaguancas of the policies and at
lsast iry to bring an end to the incradible
apathy of rail passengers in the face of
delibarate discrimination against them.

RDS{Scotland) s, and always will be,
palitically indapendent. We are, for
exampla, currently engaged in a bitter
struggle, along with many like-minded
bodies, against  Labour-controdled
Strathchyde Region in their attempt o
obtaln pearmisaion for thelr potentially
damaging and wasteful Ayr Road
schema

Wa would also be critical of Labour
politicians for not fighting hard anough
1o stop the Scottish Developmant
Agency from selling off land which, if
daveloped, will prejudice for aver the
the possibility of building a joint travel
intarchange in Dundes. 1| seems that
thara is no difflculty in pressnding vast
acres of land for roads which may never
e bauilt, but it & unthinkable that
politicians shauld reserve land for a vital
public transport facility.

Meamwhile, GovernmentHosd Lobby
lies that better roads improve road
safety have yet again been exposed,
Tha Vala of Lavin Hazpital is reported to
b busiar than ever dealing with road
casuaities from the new fast strafchas of
tha Loch Lomand Rosd Wil thay aver
learn?

Dougles 5 Smart,

YORKSHIRE

In April, BR notified the Department of
Transport of its intention to withdraw
the proposal to close the Bne from
Huddersfield (Springwooad Junction) to
Denby Dale and ta allow to lapsa the
clogure consent given in 1382 for the
lima from Denby Dale to Panistone. This
has endad & battle which has lasted for

nearly sight years.

With the help of Henry Boot engineering
and tha Civil Enginaating departrmaent of

Manchestar Liniversity a plan has been
drawn up o mestors the mail link from
Harmogate to Ripon and Morthallanon,
The line was closed in 1987, a replace-
ment bus sarvica 10 Thirsk station lasted
& feww weaks.

It s claimad that Ripon is becoming
incraasingly isolated with  stesdily
deteriorating bus services and tha roads
congailed with cars and haavy lornas,
The original rail track was nol
safeguardad. Bridgas have boan
demaolished, lend sold off 1o farmers
and housing estates buit poross the
track. MPs and local authorithes are in
fawour of the scheme, which is esti-
mated would cost beatwean C10m and
E14m. A1 a rather stormy mesting in
Ripon it was decided (o prass tha local
authority for a professional survay.
Rydala District Cowncll are to discuss
with BR tha possibility of restoring tha
Hink from Makton to Pickering to link up
weith tha North Yorkahire Moors rallway,
it s considered that steam trains to
Malton could give a blg Boost to the
tourist industry. April saw the reapening
af Cononley Station on the Keighley to
Skipton ling. This is only the sacond
station to e opened in North Yorkshirs,
tha firat baing Sharburn in Elmat

CHESHIRE

Cheshire County Council is looking into
the poasibdl ity of a fnew station at Mickla
Trafford, morth-east ol Chester an the
Warrington and Northwich lines - a sit
suggasted by North Wast branch in kta
response to OCC s documant “The Rinle
of Rallwaya in Chashire™. Our affilisted
user group, the Mid Cheshire Rail Users'
Association ran a highly succesaful
charter train to the Settle-Carlisle line on
9 April. The May timetable sew 8 big
improvement n the service from
Hertford on the West Coast main line,
with many mone Inter-City trains calling
there, as well as the new two-hourly
Liverpool-Cardiff Sprinter service.
Andrew D Maclaransg

MIDLANDS

This branch has been instrurniental, with
It affilisted group the Walsall Rail
Supporiers, in securing, in principle, the
recpening to passenger traffic of the
préviously fredght-only line batween
Walsall and Hednesford, with new sta-
tions at Blowwich, Landywood, Cannock
and Hednesford. The branch also opar-
ated a highly successful chamer train
owver the same line in conjunclion with
WRS and the Lichfield Rail Promotion
Group. Tha train ran from Lichflald via
Walsall and Rupely to Chester and
carrind 50D pasaange,

An action group has been sat wp
to achieve the recpening of Kingbury
station in North warwickshire and a
public meating was to be hald on 15th
June addrossed by Mr D McKintosh,
BR's Prowincial Manager for Easi and
Weal Midlands

The naw station &t Bedworth opened on
14 May and the branch was invited to
place s sales stand a1 Coventry siation,
which led 10 mush information concarn-
ing rail matiars baing distributed. The
branch was also representad at Birming-
ham Snow Hill on Midiine Day, 23 &pril,

As part of RDS's 10th anniversary cele-
brations tha branch will be oparsting a
charsr tran to York from Rugely via
Hednesford on 15 October. Details can
ba obtained from the Chakman at 25
Enfieid Close, Erdinglon, Birmingham
B23 5SE.

A B Wiggal

NORTH MIDLANDS

BR managament turned out in force for
thé Lincoln-MNottinghsm Raill Users'
Group mesting on 26 April. Newiark and
Sharwood Coundl stalf axplained plans
fior environmental improvements and
development of darelict land around
Newark Castle statlon, than BR fielded
the usual complaints aboul unpunciual-
ity and owercrowding The summer
1988 timetable shows more off-peak
traing on the line, but resources &e
ingufficlent 1o cater for paak-hour com-
muter traffic to Nottingham. Thare was
discussion of the parennial conflict bat-
ween villagers, who want an hourly
sarvica 1o all intermediate stations, and
long-distance travellers who desine
limited-siop [oumays.

The “Mansfield Chad" gave prominance
fim it® igsue dated 31 March] to our
campaign for a restored passenger
sarvice io what is now beleved o be
Britain's |largast lown without one. Wa
have put forward four possiblée oplions
= ranging from a Pye Bridge - Mansfiald
shuttle to & rebullt routa from Noting-
ham wia Hucknall, The closwra of Man-
afleld Crown Farm Colllery in March,
with the loss of 960 jobs, has jolted
District Councillors and local MPs into
renewad efforis for the provision of a
rail passanger service o regenerate the
local sconormy.

The TUCC hearng inta the proposed
Lemon-Radiord-Trowsll closure, naer
Naottingham, was due to be held on 19
May. with a long list of organizations
listed to object. Tha summer 1988
tmetable shows only two InterCity
wrains scheduled ower this line, bul
an incressed number of cross-country
Provinglal asrvices making a posntloss
detour alosng the Toton high-devel goods
line batwean Nottingham and Alfraton
Mottinghamshire Counly Coundl ama
paying for further excovation of the
infillod Annepley tunnal 1o determine
the feasibiity of reopening from Not-
ingham to Mansfield, which would use
the threstenad Lentan to Radicrd line.
Capital costs are astimated at £6m, and
pontributions & being sought from
local authorities and businesses.

RDS is active in promoting sevaral
promising Schemes in and around
South Derbyshine, In co-operation with

rail users’ groups and other local organi-
sations including civic societios and the
Peishall Road Action Group!

Staffordshira County Council have
agresd to fund a leasibility study for the
reopaning of Tutbury station. serving
Tutbiiry and Hatton on the SiaMordshire
Derbyshire border. BR are willing to
stop Derby-Crewe traine if somaons
funds the stations. We are also pressing
for the proposed Leicester-Ashby ivia
Coalville) service to ba extended o
Dartry wia Burion. Staffordshire County
Council have declined lo support tha
scheme following strong objections
from Burton Chamber of Trade who feal
that & regular service o Laicestar will
take trade away from the town.

The branch is helping the Lichfisld Ral
promotion Group in putting forward the
casa for & Birmingham-Lichfisld-Derby
senvice, and there | considerable local
suppart for reopaning, and partiad relay-
ing, of Walsall-Brownhlls-Lichifleld as
part of & possible Waolearhampton-
Darkry sarvica,

Malcom Goodsll

GREATER MANCHESTER

The formar Lostock Junction station
west of Bolton, closed in 1988, reopened
a5 Lostock Parlway with the introduc-
tion of the May timetable, Platforms are
providisd on the Bolton-Preston line
only, but may sppear on tha Bolion-
Wigan line in demand werrants addi-
tipnal services

The “Windsor Link™, a two-houry
Blackpool-Manchester Oxford Roed-
East Anglia Sprinter sérvics, was intro-
duced in May, Thus thare is now a direct
gonnection from South Manchester 1o
Balon, Preston and Blackpool, eliminat-
ing tha nead o cross Manchoster. Full
commizsianing of the Hnk will ba in Mey
1988 when the Newcastle-Liverpool ser-
vices will ba diverted visn Warrington
Cantral, Manchester Piccadilly and
Guide BHridge to Swalybridge. Them
will then be a half-hourly fast service

between Liverpool, Warrington and
Manchester — although 5t Helens Juns-
tion will lose all its fest services. The
Calder Valley service will be Hnked with
tha Mancheater Victorla - Liverpool
local sarvice, the Manchester = Buocton
sarvice will bacome half-hourly, while
tha Chaster-Northwich-Manchester ser-
vice will be diverted via Stockport owing
to leck of line capacity bDetwasn
Deansgate and Piccadilly. This two-track
saction in already very heavily used and
RDS (Morth West Branch) (s concamad
about congestion arising from the diver-
skon of services sway from Manchestor
Wictoria

The situation will be improved by divar-
sion of the Altringham service to LRT.
Tandars for the conalrection of the first
phase (Bury-Altringham) will be going
out this autumn; completion is axpactad
in aarty 1902 Our affilisted user group
STORM (Suppor the Oldham-Rochdale-
Manchaster line) s prossing for comvar-
sion of the Oldham loop to LAT as the
sacond phase, with diversion through
Oidham town centre and axtension
from Rochdale station to the fown
cantre. Other contenders for the second
phass are are a naw line serving the
Salford Quays developmants (the
former docks], East Didsbury and
Tameside. it is intanded that the LRT
system be fully sccessible 1o disablag
and rmability-impeired people.

Andrew D Macliariane

EAST MIDLANDS

On 25 March, a guarter contury almosi
to the dey after publication of the
Beaching Plan, 100 delegates rapresant-
ing almost every local authority from
Bediord to Barnsley anended the RDS
conferance in Lelcester and pladged to
work togethar for alectrificstion of the
important route through the East and
Morth Midiands into Yorkshire, Our
mambar John Asmstrong,  who
arganised the conferenca, said “The
enormous interest shown today by local

THE GLASGOW
EAST KILBRIDE
RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATION

Ini its 25 years of axisience, the associa-
tion has: halped to save the line from
clogure undar the Besching Repart prop-
osals, secured Improvements in the
sarvica, assisted with publicity for the
line and prevented singling of the
stretch from Busby Junciion 1o Busby
plannad for 1572, The 1583 Rail Review
of Sirathchrde Regional Councll recom-
manded sectrification — by conmacting
the line to the already-alectrified
Mailston line near Muirand and cutting
out the ssction through Giffnock and
Thomlishank, which would have cost
tha loss of thase stations and of a graat
marvy weluable links bebween siations
alang tha line. Howewar, tha recent Aadl

Review, taking note of the vigorous
opposition of the Giffnock-Thomlisbank
Swations Action Group and of a wery
well-documentad report prepared by
RDS mambar Sandy Dennlson, hes now
recormmended that the section and its
etot|one ahould be kept.

Elactrification (for the moment anysay)
has been dropped, as has the connec-
than into the Meliston Line, but 8 passing
loop will be built near Hairmyres station
an ihé single ling batwean Busby and
East Eilbride so that the May 1988
sarvice should provide a hall hourly
sarvica (using DSprinters), somaething
quite impossible with the single line
wnith] now, This will also allow 8 propar
paak hour service for people travelling
into Esst Kilbride to work, s wall as to
Glasgow,

Halan Broadbant

authorities, undcns, business and MPs
shows how wital the alectrification of the
Midiand line is @ the future of the
region”. The naxt stage of the campaign
will ba & madting In the House ol
Commona, with Derby South MP Mar-
parel Backatt as one of the aponsors. in
warky Juna,

e are conosrnad aboul the stagnaton
of the Roade proposals and have juest
complated & study of Boedfordshire rail
services, [including the controversial
Bedford-Sandy trackbed. We have sai
up 8 Leicestershire and Northants, Rail
Action Committes (LAMRACL Formed
equally of six parish cowncils and RDS
(we provide secretarial support), is
role is to work for stations at Barrow
upan Saar, Silaby, Syeton, Kibworh
and Desborough. We have had some
[axtrarmaty succossful) packed pubdic
rmeatings and now we have a good
LaMRALC Commines, plus the stan of
salf-halp groups in beo of the villages.

Forming & group like this sets a
pracadent for RDS. it s much sasier
than forming single groups for each
community, it heightens interest,
improwves the image and makes councils
more willing 10 lislen. Imanastingly, tha
“Evening Telegraph® has aken tha lasd
in working for Desborough station.
Wa hava attended opan daya, continsed
to show interast in through Malkton
Mo brany- Kettaring sarvices, tha
reopaning of Croh station and momnitoe-
ing the the new Birmingham-E ast Anglia
and Coventry-Matingham sarvica,

The problem is, all this nesds more
workers. We desperately nesed mora
ressarchers, artlsts typlsts and people
to generate eas and publicity, Bud
anyona willing to help will be most
walooms,

Darryd Taylor Srmith,

LINCOLNSHIRE

The brench has been assisling local
people in their campaigns against BR's
proposals to reduce staffing levels st
Market Rasen, Habrough and Barnetiy.
The most voclercus campalgn was al
Barmetby, whers BR wanied to remose
siaff completely (the station is at present
staffad 17 hours & day and receives Ried
Star parcels). A patition of ower 1400
pignatures was raissd which, togethar
with full media publicity, caused sarious
ambarrassmant to BR managemant and
forcad tham to reconaider thalr plans for
this important junction statlon. Staffing
will now be refained for a nine-hour
dey; parcels facilities will also be
retained. This was hailed as & great
yictory in the iocal press snd on TV,

Our member Poter Clarricostes has
contineed his campaign for station
reogening a1 Helpringhem, Doningbon
and Pinchbeck (betwean Sleaford and
Spalding). Petitions heve beaen raised in
thae thres wvillsges end considerabds

— o



intarest has been genarated. Attention
is now locused on Donnington, whare
BDS was to have funded & door-to-door
patition of 2000 households in June,
aiming to prove to BR and the local
councils that there & sufficient demand
to [ustify reopening, The sie was 1o
have visited by Trewor Garrod, Clare
Zilahi and Richard Pill on 11 June as part
of & sponsorad cycle ride Elsewhars
there has been interest in recpenings,
notably at Misterion {maar
Gainsgborough) where Branch Chairman
Brian Haslings wais due 1o addrass the
annual Parish Assembly on 3 May.

Don't be discoursged whaen BR manage-
ment give your carefully thought-out
ideas the brush-offl Tha difficulty of
travelling between towns such as Gran-
tham, Newark and Retford since the
withdrawal of tha two-hourly King's
Cross-York trains was described in RAIL
TYNE-TRENT No. 21. In that issun wire
details of improvements suggested by
our member John Seunders. Although
tharé was & negative response ol the
time, we now find that the entire King's
Croas-Losde/Mewcastls service will be
retimed on a regular-interval basis from
May. with & much mone regular pattern
of stops &t intermadiate towns, There
will, for instance, be & train @very bwo
hours calling a1 Doncaster, Retford,
Meawark and Grantham, whare connec-
tions will be available to East Angha on
the cross-country sarvice from Lanca-
shire. All the improvements are made
by intsliigant use of existing resources,
a5 the #lectric trains are not due to run in
public sarvice north of Peterborough
untdl August, House prices, howswver,
are rising rapidly in Grantham and
Mewark in anticipation of the “Electrifi-
cation Effect” {ie. the improved poss-
billty of commiuting to London].

Phil Strong/Malcom Goodall

EAST ANGLIA

On 2 May, BR held open days af
Cambridge {to mark completion of
alectrification frarm Roveton) and Cal-
chastar, RDS had o stall &1 sach avent,
publicising the Society and selling its
publications,

The planned special train from Dereham
an 14 May had 10 be cancallsd because
BR did not have any spare stock = yel
another instance of how ntensiveby
diessl unis hawve to be ussd nowadays.
Henaewer, it is hoped that this situation
will have eased sufficiantly for tho
proposed special from this freight-only
line ta ren on 28 August Detsils from
Chris Pearson, 78 Crown Rd, Deraham,
Marfolk NR2) 4AE,

Colebrations 1o mark the reopening of
Arlesay siation (between Hitchin and
Bigglaswada| are plannad for 1 Dctobar
= which i koo the 10th birthday of RDS.
Local asuthoriies, In 8 move which
waould hava besn unthinksbla a few

vaars ago, are providing money to
subsidise an electric sardice 1o King's

Lynn. On 28 April Norfolk County Coun-
gl promised £100 000, whils King's
Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Council
wet agide CE50 000 and Breckland District
Council has promised & smaller smount.

This spring has seen a radical improve-
ment kn cross-country Serelcas Dabwaan
East Anglia, tha Midlands and the Morth
West with, for sxample, sarvices Tram
Harwich to Blackpaal, Norwich to Man-
chaster and, for the first time in decadas,
& through train from Lowestoft 1o Bir-
mingham. Mot all the Sprinter unils
intended for the new sorvices ware
available in May, however, and fears
that thay may nol be abla to copo with
nizw demands have been voicsd.

RDS is monitorng the naw sarice -
both good and bad points. Please let
Darryl Taylor-Smith (4 Linden Avenus,
Countesthorpa, Leicester LEB IPG) have
a brief report of any train you have usad
ginca 16 May on tha Harwlehipewich/
Morwich = Birmingham/Manchester!
Liverpool/Blackpool group of services.
Don't feal your expariences aré not
significant. They are.

SEVERNSIDE

A new “Box Parkway” station has baen
suggested to relieve traffic congestion
in Bath, baing convienkent for the rosi
dents of Bathford, Bathampton and
Bathaasion, as well as Box, Reopening
of sistions has baén reguasied ot
Saltford Maring and St Anne’s park to
meduce commuter traffic In Bath and
Bristol and encourage leisure travel by
train.

Consideration hes been requested for &
naw train sarvice babwean Melksham
and Bristal following fectory clogured |0
Malksham. These trains would need the
direct chord link ot Bradford Junchion,
which BR Enginaering and Signal
Dopartmants have programmad 1o dis-
manila next year. Hecéni corraspon-

dence In the “Willshire Times" indicates
pulblie interast in such Aaw tralng which
would parmit accaleration of the Yeovil
io Briziol service. Mo official closure
notica for the Bradiord chord ssems 10
have been planned. We recall that this
anction was Used by the lormar Landon.
Devires-Bristol trains and that the Clo-
sure Proposal Motice for the Davires
routs wes delayed wntll 8 month after
thess trains had been withdrawn

Platformi plans for Yate have been
altered 1o sccommodate 3-car sprintars.
Mew offices and induwsirles in Seindon
have creatad car parking problems and
Maotorway congéstion. The Severnside
Branch has brought the Light Rail idea
to the sftention of the local suthority for
this future city, and similar possibilites
have been axplorad i tha Strouwd Valley,
Gloucesisr and Chalanham.

Eric Barbery.

LONDON AND
HOME COUNTIES

The public meeting in Lawisham jointly
with SollTA (the South London Line
user groupl was quite successful, with
22 poople present Tha situation
remains that BA ofers to run a hal-
howrly off-peak Victoris-Dariford trais,
serving present peak-only South Lon-
don Line stations and via Lewisham and
Woolwich, provided the baroughs
imeolved will guarentes total revenus
support of up to £250 000, Only
Lewisham has offered ita share, as
Lambath want to see a South London
line station at Brixton first. BR requing
this guarantes due to Government
financisl constralnts, meaning BA can-
not risk anything even slightly dubious
of ita financial return,. Nevertholess,
soime very minor improvemants are to
be made aven now, such as tidying up
and slgnpoating the stations,
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