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RAIL USER GROUPS CONFERENCE TOLD  sweesis

“It comes as @ surprise to many peophs
o kgarn that investment 5 nod & réal
problam for BR. Where a proposal offiers
a reasonable return it is fabry sure of
suthorisation. “So said Chris Green
Diresctar of Netwsork Soulh Eest, sddras-
§ing B capacity twrn owl Bt the Bih
Mations Conference of Rail Usar Groups
haeld in London on Saturday 158
Movernber. This staement is more than
wtlcoma, pamicularly wheén wa l&am
that owver CBDDm W expacied 1o ba
invasied in Network South East over the
et five years — despibe what M. Green
referrad 1o 83 “day-lo-day tghiness
The eommuler market, acconding to B
Green, is maar saturation. Conseguentiy
invasimant will e direcied 1owards
Improving the standard of commuter
sorvices rather than incraasing tralfe
wolumes, whils the leilsure market will
incresse with the imtrodudtion of the omne
dany Capitadcard and tha Natwork LCard
Thare |8 considerabla scopa for
increased off-poak travel; loading fac
tors are 30% on average.

Aegular usars, be they commutens or
otherwisa, oughi to be able io look
forward 1o a musch mprovad radhvay in
tha Futurs fowat cancellations, loss
overefowding, betier imexsaping and
improved standards of deanliness.
“Customad frandly” waes how China
Grasn described his propospls = includ
ing plans to stem the considerable
dagiea of “shoplifing” by, perhaps,
1ough on-tha-spod fines on the suburban
natwoik, retaining the guard on |ntoed
City rouflas woulld provide both “a friend
for the customer” and profecion
agamnst Traud

The prospects for further electrifica
Rhaer A rEsopaning s wera outlined, Eles
rification schameg i the Metawvork area
warg now sean as cost-cutting fill-in
propects rather than a5 mowes 1o Janed-
ate mavenus, Nevariheless, lines under
consideraton for electrification al pre
gani include Waiford — 5t. Albans, Rovs-
ton = Cambridge, Portsmouth — South-
amplon/Esstieigh, Badiord — Keliernng'

Corby, Cambridge King's Lynn,
fghiord = Hastings and Tonbridge
Radhill. Therea are 53 ideas for new

stations under review, 85 S the opening
of fmight-onty routes, sech aa Unlord
Bicester, to passangers. Naw stock and

naw services compléle the pleiure. The
while Metwork South East policy could
ba, parhaps, axpressmd a8 “Think Posi-
tive = within the money availabis™

After o quaeastion and sRpser soSR0N
Confarence broke wp for lunch and
reassemblad, albeit insmaller numbers,
for tha afternoon Sess:HnN

Do Mathess, transgomn campaigner
of Fregnds of the Earth, addresssd tha
maating on the subject of “Transport
and Relaved Environmental lsguss”, He
spoig first of the wunjust balance bet-
ween noad and rail apanding — tha P50
granl wad bDaing cot ol 4 Tima af
incraasad spending on rmoads. He
showed slides of some of the ugliest
nosd schames 'If-alil'lﬂ from the sixlies
snd commanted that “"an slien shd
Brutal environmant produces alien and
brutal behaviour”. There are T&r better
wayd of tackling congestion — traffic
wardans and whoal clamps are mich
chisaper than new roads

Racent regaprch had produced ewi-
dance against the incraasad use of the
car in the city. In central London 16% of
commuting was by car, To increass this
by only 5% would antail the demaolition
of ressdential areas and histonc busd-
nigs Car guhaust fumes had been linked
10 Both high urban cancer rales and acd
maer, FOE #hudas on ranaport and
employmeant had indicated that magor
faad schames relocate employmant
rathar than crasta ) public transpor is
mora labowr intenaive and snhances
employmant prospacts. E'llrr'lmﬂ'r CHTR
raceived an annueal subsicy of C2bn, The
report “Fabrie of the Nation®™ Dy tha CBI
hag M) pagas on roacs 48 opposed 1o 11

nes on radlways

It in eloar that RADS, FOE and ta many
user growps hava much in commion and
eould jand showld} COo-Oparaie on [ramg-
port Issuss 0 e ron up 10 the e
Gonaral Elaction. The usar groups con
ference is movw wall astablished as a
majpor national event for RDE; tha
number of groups and thesr membear-
D continues o grow and aoEma aven
hawve membership lists which rival thosa
of ADS tself in numbers. Wea look for-
wiard to the continued growth of swch
groupe and an even langer confersnco
AT YRgl

Todal rocalved EX02
from 189 memibars

a8 @ fEEpORe

have besn bruly
genarpus and, 10 these, w8 are
extremealy gratefl - bui every bil as
grataful 1o those who have given soma
thimg. no matter how sl

Marmy  mamibers

Thaes s atdll time for further donalione
o ba sant to the Treasurer, Bob Wilson,
n order 10 boost the amount &vaslable
to lobby and advertise.

To all our members — & very big thank
i

WHAT DOES RDS COST
TO RUN?

in 10B8 tha socsaty spant EA0F T produd-
irg and deatrnibuting Railwatch, £1216 on
postege at national level, E891 on othar
national publications (leafiels, posisrs
gte. | = while CY0E2 weanl 1o branchas 1or
funning oxpansog Lan ingdiv|dunl cam
pasgna! £200 was spant pressing for the
Dornach ral orossing while a smsar
JUM Was spantl putting the casse hor
Bicll predl M ain Line electsficatson

DEJAVU

Thaia i & radmacgalds gmiilan Ty Detswesan
the leading stones in ‘Rl News', BR's
MOUS e ||'.|ul'|'|E||. for Decembar 1985 and
Decamber 1980 The losmer carrisés the
hoadling "BR set 1o cud governmeni sid
by 26% ", which headline could apply
gnually to the December 18986 siory
entitled Demanding but achievalxle
tlling of furthar PSSO cuts of 25% owvar
the nexl thres yaarg

Hi-Speed
Printing

IWHILE U-WATT COFYING
PHOTOSETTING

High Street
Histon
Cambridge

Histon 2709




Freight Notes

The Freight Committea has kapt up it
twa-monthly cyela of mestings. A1 our
Laicester masting in Dedembar we wafg
given & presentation on the new raild
road wagon by Tiger Railcar subssdiary
Trailer Train Lid, and ware impressed by
thiz technicel achievemant — & vehicle
sturdy and sale enough for rail usa, yet
varsatile enough to peactically match
rinped trailers in gross loaded wesghl and
wvolume. These wagons. of which tank
and high-sided versions are also envis-
aged, may be & means of breaking Into
tha highly-desciplined [and |worative)
retail store distribution sector, We wish
Traiber Train luck

Coal movement continues (o piadc-
cupy us in s various forms We have
promobad rall use at the opencast
developmaent at Coalburn inear Lanarkl,
pbjecied o heavy lorry movements
from mine 10 power Siation in tha
Wakafiold and Dencasier areas and ara
working 10 rmake sura that rail is propaerky
considerad by the CEGH for it newly-
projecied coal fired stations in the south
fwa undarsland Barking, in London and
Plymouth are fromt munnars]. We pre
particubarty periurbed by some of the
ramifications of the sale by Britsh Coal
of ‘Southern Depots Lid., a numbar of
concanfation depots for both industraal
and domestic distribution. Those at
Godalming, Letchworth, Radiey and
Walverton have baen sold as going
concermes 18 Charingtons,  whila
Cawoods have takén ower- Aymsbury,
Cheltenham and Stonshouse and a
dapod in the Forest of Dean: Powall
Duffryn has obtainad Fration, Crawiey
and Cranbrook. We assume thal any
existing rail business through thesa will
et N

It 15, howewver, InManded to closa
Luton, Norwich, Southend, Tolworth
and Watford depots. while retaining
West Drayton only for ceraln bulk sales.
i would ssem that it s considered that
thaora are nearby depots to absorb tha
coal busmess currently handled by
thesa doomed depots — bul, whatewver
happens, there & going to ba o lalr
amount of axtre rosd iraffic gonefated
a8 local merchants fravel. s&y, from
Watford 1o Neasden, Luton to Aylesbury
elc., Presumably the Tabwarth wraffic
will go to Chaasinglon South

The grestest couse lod conoern is al
Marwich, whare thare will be no rail-
sarved coal depot. We intend fo make
rapeasantations (o Charringlons (o heve
& siding punt in ot their dapot el ose by the
Cromar/Sharingham Fine at Salhousa.
e will also press for the construction
of sidings where smaller marchanis
basild g their irade 1o countar balance
tha closures. ‘Solid Fuel' of Octobar
1886 reports that Mr lan Fraser's Depat
at Manor Park, East London, will soon
be reconneciad o rall = perhaps he will
pick up soma of Southend's loss. We
urge that  rail use be found for some of
the closed sites and that the bulk

handling esguipmaent is not dismanilacd
b astily.

Some Freight Commities members
made & ¥isit to new works in connactan
with Felixsiowe Docks expansion. I BR
and the Docks Authoritas can ba this
enierprising it i certain that port and
rail expansion will continue in thes part
of thie world - we were most Impréssad
to sme new lines and rapidly axpanding
traffics,

Finally, as always, we ask you to koop
your eyes and sars open for any poten-
tiad fredght wratfics - and ket us Know. At
fhie mamant wa want to know of road
traffic Flows 1o and from Germany.

P.Wakefisld.

#pology

In Raibssatch No, 28 i was stalsd 1hal
Pedigres Petfoods would be runping
traing shortly to the &x-BSC site in
Warrimgion. We hear from the distrib
tion mansger of Pedigres foods that this
atatement was inaccuraté in that they
hawve nol yet complatad their salaction
procedure for the Morth West and. in
any cass hnve no intention of using the
ax-A5C pite for this purposs

The Editor apologises for amy noon-
veniente caused to Pedigres Petfoods
or any ofher party by this statamanil
which was published In good faith. We
tharefore unge contributors to Raibwatch
to thoroughly check tha accuracy of
their copy, as the Editorial Board is Inno
position to check the factual sccuracy of
all wie publiah,

Wealden Line Campaign
Backed by M.P.s

Tha well co-ordinated move (o re-open
and slactrity the Uckfield — Lewes rail-
way has receivad the support of both
Mark Wollson, M.P. and Euro M.P. S
Jmck Stewart-Clark, who has teken up
the matter with Chris Green, Director of
Metwork SouthEsst. An outline cost
benefit study on the proposals, swhich
alea involve the reinstatement of the
recantly-closed Eridge lina, is under
weay by BA.

There are powerful anguments n
{awoiir of re-opsning and Esst Sussss
County Council hawe maiptained the
option 10 do &0 for saventean years by
dissllowing  any enl which
would intesrrugt the route of the track
bad. Tha lina would be the only alterna-
tiva route for Brighton lne trains should
the Ouss Valley Viaduct be closed for six
months lor repair as, 1 & rumouned,
contractors woubld damand, Population
growah, owvercrowding 31 Haywards
Heath, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells
and the futume asdvent of the Channel
Tunmdl are all reasons why i & impana-
tive that this seven-mile section of ling s
restored.

Wealden Destrict Council, despiie
objections from Uckfield Town Councll,

were dus to approve part of the rackbed
being incorporated in a new industrial
estata, which dewelopment would
remove any possibility of this vital link
e again being re-opened, After pros:
surg from various quarters, inciuding
BR, Wealden District Council agreed 1o
dafer planning perrmisssan until aftor the
mesting batwaen the ‘Weslden Line
Carmpaign and BR, due on 28 November,
had taken placa,

AL we go 1o préss, we have no way of
knowing the ouleoma. I any mamber
can aseist this campaign they should
coniact Bran Hart, at 32, Alexandra
Agad, Uckflield, Sussex, T2 SBE

Meanwihila, the Tunbsidge Wells and
Eridga Railway Pressvvation Socisly,
fosrmed over @ year ago, now has owver
500 members, including MP., Sir Patrick
bayhew. This Group, with much BR
ﬂ'ﬂﬂrlﬂfﬂj axparmnce within iis renks,
intends 10 eventually run & genuine
publie cormmubés Servios babween Tun
bridge Wells and Eridge. as weall as
steam enthusiast raing, This scheme
ahould ba compared with throuwgh elac:
trification as proposad by the Wealdan
Line Campalgn - we awail develop-
manis with inlares].

What RDS told the
Monopaolies Commission

Tha London and Mome Counties Branch
ol RIS has responded o @ requast, by
the Monopoles Commission, for com-
menil regarding thair BR Metwork South
[E st Inguiry,

Branch Chairman, H. Trevad Jonas,
made eight points in all which included
the need for greater imdestrmant, using
cost bansfll  analysis  rather  than
emphasising cash savings, particulardy
in Cross London Links. He mentioned
the nasd for batier passenger informa-
tign and revenug prolecton, the urnfale
oormpatition batwesh Cosch mnd il
and the lack of affort by BR o tlap
cross-country traffic while minimising
tha number of train changes requined
for such journeys.

BRITISH TRANSPORT POLICE

D ywou know that, unlike road ranspodt
opisratons, BR provide and pay for their
own police forca? That polica forca is
quite gmall = just under 2000 officess -
and has to deal with & variaty of crime,
lige thel and vandslism on ralbeay
property, football hooligana slc.,

The 1988 RDS AGM passed & rasdlu-
tion suggesting thot an auxiliary forca to
ihe BT Police be set up, rather liks
Special Constables We have takan this
up 8t a high level, and our Wedssa
Beanch Chairman, Jon Honayaatt, (who
propoged the résslution) has met senior
officars of the force. We hope Lo repon
further an the MatLer [n our noxl Ssud.

Hunaﬁm Elatﬂ-h-i:s

On Satwurdey 8 October, two RDS
mambars, Chris Burton and Paul Clark,
ware imdited by the Aroa Manager of
Cambridge, Mr Mike Donnelly, to join
MNatwork SouthEast's special train 1o
promote the ster of electric services
from Huntingdan.

To match the occasian, Huntingdon
station hed bean well decked out with
bunthng and to sdd to the flavouwr of the
day a band played approprigie s
On tha platform, guests which incheded
M.Ps. local dignitories and other
interested parties were served with
coffea and champagne for the loasis
which wena 1o follow. Alao present warna
BR officials, including Mr Chris Green,
Dérector of Metwork SouthEast. A guess
Bppearance by Ruth Madoc of *Hi-di-Hi®
pdhdded bo the occasion,

Depariure was imed for 10,55 and in
good fime, an immaculate 312 electric
unit arrivisd &t the siation freshly painted
in Matwork SouthEsst colgurs and dis-
playing & Headboard announcng the
slactric garvics, Afer & few apaachas,
the train finally departed at 10.58 bound
for King's Cross. First stop was 54
Maois, followed by Sandy and finally
Bigglaswads. VIF guesis boarded at
gach point. On leaving Biggleswade we
were given the fast Hne for what can
only be described 28 an Impoessive run
inta the Croas

Arrival was at 11.54 into platform B,
two minuies shead of booked time. The
journay time of 57 minutes from Hun-
tingdon was & craditable performance
One wondars what 8 317 unit could
achigve with thair improvved accelers-
tean and 100 mph iop spead against 30
mph of & 312 unit?

Impressssns from guests | spoke 1o
wad ane of satisfaction and sdmiration. |
also heard — parhaps longue in chsek -,
why can't British Rail always run fraing

Bpocial train for dignitares, Rail Uape Growps snd ik ke fne. BDS) - Heintsngded Station

like that? Wall, parhaps the arwaer is
that with this levael of investmaent thay
can. One does havae to ramamber how-
v that this was a8 spacial run, with all
the stops pulled oul (sory Po pun
meant) and careful observation did
reweal that somea athar trans had been
keptl wall away on the slow lings
Hosedver, &8 far &8 | am concarmed,
eangeatulations to Britlsh Rail for bring-
img Elactric trains to Huntingdon. Let us
not  undesestimate the Enginesring
ach evemant of this What otfer Build-
ing site in there axiending over many
mides and with 125mph express trains
runAning throwgh 1 vimualy un-inger-
rupted

Paul Clark

Firm Price now for
Swiss Rail Convention

We are pleased to announce that we
now hove o firm price of C234 (per
person} for the Arnual Consention in
Basel, Swatzerland, irom 22-26 June (&85
announcad in the last issue of Aailwaich,
p-d, cal 3) Further information, including
o full prospecius. can be oblamed by
sanding a foolscap s.8.8. to:-

Comvention Secrelary,
ATSC, 206 Almcandra Park Road,
Losnichor M22 LU
(Closing date for bookings has basn
extendesd to 2151 Manch)

lcknield Branch AGM

This will ba hald &t the Turville Roam,
Civic Contre, Aylesbury ai 14.00 fos
14,15 on Saturdey 14 February, All RDS
members are welcome, but ondy fully
paid up Branch Members are eligible o
vote. Mombaers wishing to join the
Commites should contact Philip Roche
{talephone: 0FM6 2IT62), A puble meaet-
Irugy il fiodiow at 15,00,

Wie sl members help (n oblaning
the sddrassas of all the newspapars and
radio stations hying batwean Dideea amdd
Peterborough

General Secretary's Postbag

The General Secrétary spends from £13
o £20 a month on postege, conducting
correspondance with mambers and out-
side bodies. Recen! cofréspondence
with the |atter has inclueded:-

» Seaking assurance from BR's Director
of Provincial Services that RADS
branches and users’ groups would be
consulted over timalable changes. Wa
have boan odd that while BR am
always interested to hear commanis
on serdice plans, “the discretion in
auch matiars las with |ndlvidual Local
Provincial Managers.”

# Tha Advartiaing Stancards Satharity
and the Department of Transport con-
caming car  advertsing  which
emphasisas spaad and can ancourags
drivem 1o ignore the road tralfic law,
Wa ara also in liaison with Friends of
the Earth o this sgues.

# Tha Channal Tennal Select Committesa
on implications for BA.

#® Planning Authoritins CORNCEMINg pos-
gible destruction of the treckboads at
Tunbridge Welks and Lckfield

#Tha Editors of “Modem Raibaays”,
“Rail Enthusiast™ and the “Morming
Star” - wiho have published his lettars.

& Tha Editors of “The Obserser®, “The
Economist® and “Tha Sun" - wha
hwve not published his Ietiems,

Trewvor Gamrod

MNew SE Guidebook Proposed

The London & Home Counties Branch
has agresd in principle to compile
another gubdebook going westward
from “Kent & East Sussax by Rail” 10 ba
published not sariar than 1388, Tha
Western bowndary and the aditor am
not yet sattled akhough theme 5 a
volurteer for the lanar. Untll furthar
notice, anyone abie 1o offer suitable
material should contact tha Branch
Chairman at; Flat 2, 11, Guildford Road,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TH1 13W

The following matarial will ba wel
Come:-

Whole chapters, by arrangamant, coner
ing specilic lines and which may be Duilt
wpon -bits of information supplled by
tha editor or other paogpla;

Parasgraphs aboul particular towne o
specific tourist attractions, for inclusion
i chapters writien by othars;

Back-and-white prints of tourist aftrac-
Bons, scenary, or rains (n Bcendc or
architecturally  imeresting  locations
making picturas likely also 1o be atrsc-
trwe 1o mon rail enthusiasts (pure raibsaay
phodegraphy is not really wanted);
Colour transparencias for fromt and back
cavers (the front o e a trah A &6
attractive hocation, the back to be non-
raibway);
Motes of any potential advariaers

H Travne Jones




PLATFORM

Dornoch Firth
Sir,
Some commams on the Domoch
Firth mfair,

First, tha benefil fram o bridgs will e
much greater 1o rail fravallers than o
road users. This m partly because it's
further via Lairg than via Dormach, but
also bechuss an axisting road [the AIBE)
prosantly offers a shor cut but will b of
Iftle uge in conjunction with the now
bridge. This road is used by the prasent
bus service |and, incidentally, |s quite
scanlch

Secondly there is a |01 BR can do o
promota the Morth line independent of
the bridge. The most important would
surely be to revise the Highland owver-
night irains so that people could go
from England (Bristol, MNominghsm,
Kings Cross after alectrification| direct
1o the north on an early train withoul
hawving 1o changs al lnverness in the
small hours, Anathar idea would ba to
mn traing by a naw curve direct o
Thurso — the main railhead for Orknay,
Dounray, and the shortest rowute 1o John
o Oroals - belore reverding towands
Wik, This would cul costs and although
Wick traffic would be disadvantaged,
this Is likely to happen ampway.

On another point whal are Sunday
trippars from Shreswsbury to Llandrin-
dod expacted to do when they gal
iham? How aboui Inireducing a bus
tham via the Elan Valley to Devil's
Bridge and adwertising “Round Robin®
facilitles?

Since when has Sefiby expandad to
embrace Whithy Harboawr?

Siman Morth,
Cambridge.

{The photograph of Whitby Harbouwr in
Railwatch 29 was incorrectly laballed
Salbwy. EDI

South London Line —
Still No Improvement
Sar,

& yaar or two ago | wrote to Railwaich
expressing fears about the siate and the
futura af the South Londan Ling (Vie-
toria-London Bridge via Denmark Hillk

Since than vany litla has changed, bar
ona or hwo weloome but mifos imphowe:
menizs *. The service still only operates
during Monday-Friday peak hours, and
ona ol s [(ntermedisle siations -
Clapham - i a sami-dorolict dump
which hat some claim to be the most
disgusting station in London. Despite its
cantial position in a populous up-and-
coming commutar area it has no stalf,
no ticket office (50 season tickels canno
be purchasadl, no platform shelters, no

timatables on display and s wirbuslly
unadwertised amd invigible from the
road 1o the sxtent that many local
pecpla don'l even know s thers. Yet
with & bét of effart and a modesi outlay,
thas station could bocomae an attractive
and well-used plternative to Clapham
Morth tube station across the roaed,
wihirg 1 S alveays o strugghe 1o got on to
# b |7 rush Rours, et alone find a seat.

I hiave wiitten to BR polnting this owt,
bast they don't appear to want to knowr. |
fear that the service and its stations are
simply being left o rot away and
evanbually ba shul down, i ony readerns
are intarasted in halping 1o form a Sowth
London Line Action Group, | shall be
delighted to hear from them. Otherwise
| fmar woe sy bose |1 altogether.

Graham Larkiy
57, Drakafiald Road,
London 5. W.17

Count me In a5 & mamber of your
Group Mr Larkby, Incidentally, Denmark
Hill station has improved tremendoushy
slnce my last adverse comments. This is
due, | think, 10 it role as par of the
Sevonoaks line rather than as part of tha
South London Line ED.)

* See also Regional Motes

Singling
Sir,

Iwouild like to correct e efrors in an
article antitled Freight News" by George
Boyle which appeared in November's
acition of FRallwatch,

Firstly, it was the Wireaham o Chesiers
lima which was recantly singled, not the
Wraxham to Bidston e,

Secondly, British Rail knew parfectly
wedl that additional frelght was going 1o
use the Wrexham to Chester lineg and, in
spité of this, stll insasred on having o
slngled. The story that the Mickie Traf-
ford to Des Marsh Ene had to be
respenad because of additional freight
i% sirmply not ree; [ had 1o be reopensd
Bacause of the incompetant decision by
BR to single tha line batwean Wiraxham

and Chester.
Oir, John Marek, MP.
Housa of Commaons,
London SW1A DAL,
Letters to the Editor

Tha Editor s always pleased 10 receive
lottars, articlos ond good quality black
ard white printe for Inclusion in Rail-
waich. Opinions expressed by comes-
pondents an nol necesaarlly thosa of
tha Editor or of tha Sociaty. Letters may
be shortened or othensrse alterad while
retaining the sense of tha original

LEVEL CROSSINGS

Aftor tha acciden! o Lockinglon, Hum.
bersice, last susmmer, tha Dapartment
of Transport slapped 3 ban on the
installation of further “opan”  leved
crossings. A8 o direct resuli of this
mave BR's plans to complete conver-
sion of crossings beteesn Boston and
Skegness, and conseguently provide a
terltor sarvice, have had o be shalved
indafinitaly,

Tha RDS MNational Executive hos pas-
t_md 8 rﬁnll.ﬂiu-r! criticiging this b_.ﬂ-
SiNCE Dpen Ccrossings reduce operating
costs and make many secondary rouies
more sacurs financally, Stetistics indi-
cate that the majority of sccidants a
level crossings are the Ffault of road
usars, and 50 wa urge the Departrmeant of
Tranapori 1o educals road uSers on
safior bahayiour st crossings.

The resolution has been sant to the
Department of Transport, MPs, and the
Britksh Aasharays Board: and is ona of the
piaces of evidanca that RDS has submit-
ted o Prof. Stolt's inguiry Inio bevel
cromaling salaty.

Study Circle Seminar
a gﬂ'ﬂl Success

A select but learmad gatharing took
place on 25 October at the Graat North-
ern Hotel, King's Cross, to hear threa key
speakers talk aboul the future ol Light
Rail e Grosl Bragen = the socond
Saminar to be held by the Rail Transport
Study Circle since its inauguration in the
Aubumin of 1884, We are only Sorry that
s mis-pring in “Modem Railwoys™ pre-
cluded maora paople from participating

You can, howeves, make up for thia by
writing for 8 copy of the Report of the
Serminar = £1 {incl postagal — from Pat
Crana, 208, Alexandra Park Aoad, Lon-
don MN22 4UG. (Make chequas etc.,
payable to RT.5.C) AN those who
participated should recehwe & fie copy
of the report by Mid January

RAILGUIDES

RDS has now signad & coniract with
Jarrobds for them to publish and digtn-
bute our naxt four Railguides: SOUTH
WEST BY HAIL, YORKSHIRE BY HAIL.
LANCASHIRE & CUMBRIA BY RAIL and
SCOTLAND BY RAIL These books
should appear inasfly May.

Thanks 10 all members who have so
far comtrlbuted 10 tham. Some halp will
4l ba naedad, notably ln proal resding,
and any mambear willing o assist here
should, initiglly, contact the General
Secrélary.

The mew books will be available to
RDS mambens &t & pre-publication dis-
couni [see enclosad |aaflet). Meanwhila
tha existing Railguides are still avadabla
from the Sales Officar.

NATIONAL BIKE WEEK 1987

For the past four wears, RDS has
orgeniesd sponsored cycle rides 1o
highlight the “bika-and-train® combéna.
lion In Natonal Bloe Weak, We have
gained useful income and publicity in
thia way.

Mational Bika Week 1987 will ba May
1624  ([inclusivel. Any  member
intgrestied i taking pan in a sponsored
fida oF @ny other suitable actlvity ahould
contact Trevor Garrod, 15, Clapham
Road, Lwestoft, NR32 1A0. Mr Garrod
wiould also be pleassd 1o hear from any
marmber willing 10 co-ordinals our
Matlonad Bike Waoak activities,

A Journey through History

The Docklands Light Railway has pro-
duced a set of thres stfractively llus-
trated lealists with the above collecive
titls, Tha ¥irst deals with tha Tower
Gateway to West India Quay section of
the DLR and lists the ups eand downs of
the formar stations sl Leman St
Shackwall & 51 George's in the East, and
Limehouse. There sre sketchas of tawo
surviing hydrauls sccurmulator lowers
and of the Limahouss Viaduct spanning
tha Regent’s Canal

The second leallel. covering tha lina
from West India Guay (o Island Gardens,
axplains the background of the fercaly
compeatitive docks and mixed horse and
slesm enging operation of the Kiiwall
Extension Railway, as wall as the dariva-
tien of the station name Madchute,

The fmal lmaflet deals with tha line
from West India Quay w Stratford
Thare are skatchea of the surviving Bow
Works Cardiags & Wagon Shop and
Goods Supermtendents Office of the
Morh London Relbway end accounts of
former stalons ol Popler and Bow.

Sats ol leafieis can ba obained for
Tep, including postage, from Docklands
Light Raibway, PO Box 154, Prestons
Road. Poplar, E14 804,

GFDC

STOP THE HIGHWAY
ROBBERY! - LEAFLET

A new 4-page [Hustrated laaflat of this
title was published at the beginning of
Movember. |t asks whether the heawvy
spanding on pur nopsd system gives such
good walue for monay a8 &8 Mors
mvan-handed approach invalving mgme
investmant In the rail setwork would
achieve

Wile hope, with our leaflet, 1o punciune
some of the sxiravegent claima of the
Read Lobby, by pointing out soma of
the hidden costs of over-reflance on
road [ransporn,

The leafiat is available from the Sales
Dfficar and |s ideal for sending 1o your
MP and local councillor.

REGIONAL NOTES

More Light Rail may follow
the Docklands nv::mplu

The future for lkght redl & looking
brighter as the Docklands Light Railway
shows its many advantages. aven
before & single passenge traim Mas run.
Branch Membership Oficer, Lionel
Boylett, was amongst those invited to
wview the first vahicle at Poplar atation an
ifith  September 1588, and was
dalighted with evarything he saw. The
convarsion of certain eections of BR and
LAT lines in the London area is baing
considerad. Strest running, as originally
evisaged for the Bow Church — Mie
End saction of the DLR, i= one posailslity
for portions of links such as Croydon -
MNaw Addington, Esst Croyvdon — West
Croydon and Finsbury Park = Alexandra
FPalaca.

The East London Lina, shich will in
any event soon nesd 3 new signalling
system, is a likely candidate for comver-
sion to light rall, according o Mr JB,
Ganl, LAT Planning Dfficer, addrossing
tha Rail Transport Study Circls Samdnar
on 25th October {reponted slsewhens in
this Esus). Extension from the presant
Shoreditoh 1erminus inta the rebullt
Liverpoal Strest station has always
baen one of the Branch's goals.

Tha DLR. which & due to open for
publbe sarvice in July, will nesd consid-
mrabla anhancamant in conseguancs of
tha incaased loadings which will aelea
when tha Canary Wharf devalopmant
has besn completed and the line has
bean axtended weshwards 10 the Bank,
Plintlarme will ba lengthenad, trains
‘sireiched” and cemain  wviaducs
strengthensd. The originally intended
wesiern tarminus “Towsr Gateway™
will ba retained for the sake of its tourist
potentiad — aven after the line has been
extended 1o the Bank.

to Waterloo as
Chunnel Terminus

A atrategic Plan for London Transpori
wad lunched an 23 Septembar 1988 by
the London Strategic Podicy Uinit— set up
1o fill the gap cauded by the loss of the
GLC, "Transpar planning o London
has baen left in chaos” said Clir. Geoff
Willkarms, Chalrrman of the Unit's Plan-
ning Commites, One of its first acts was
to protest to the House of Commaons
Channgl Tunnel Commities ageine
plans for a Chunng! Terminus at Water-
loo, A patition asking for an inguiny was
hald an 23 Octeber. Alamatives baing
suggesied include sending mor trains
direct to the north and having passpon
checks made on Irains rather than at the
tmrrmiml,

All these matters are deslt with, ither
Im ther Branch’s Corporate Plan (roported

in our last issupl or are recaning
continuing ettantion from the Society’s
Joimt Channél Tunnel Working Party
with NCITIT. 2000 |London). Progress on
discussion of tha “Plan” with Mahwork
SouthEast management has besn ham-
pared by the nesd 10 submit further
evidance 1o tha Monopolies & Mengers
Cormmissian an L & 5 Services (which
tha Branch wndertook on behalf of all
ADS Bramches affected at the closs of
lasi yaar

South London Line

Thems kave bean some minor impnove-
ments 10 sarvices on the South London
Ling ibetwesn Viclorla & London
Bricign). All trains axcept onm now work
right into and out of Victora — pravioushy
sevieral stopped shorl at Banersea Park
- nacassitating a tiresoma change there,
The 3-5 minute mid-ourney waitls at
Denmark Hill have also bean eliminsted.
Howevar tha fine continues to be ona of
Metwork SouthEast's Cinderella sar-
vices, and has the dubious distinetion of
possassing one of the capitals most
decrepil stathons — Clapham. So con-
carmed is the Branch that, at its Comma-
tep mpeling on 17th December, funds
ware voied fo launch B cempaign o
form a users’ group for the ling an
co-gperation with the London Borough
of Lambath. (Soe akso Lattars Pagal

RDS Sales rocket at recent
Branch events

Sales of ADES Literature have rocketed a1
the many evenis which the Brench has
ailher organised (or been associated
wiithil in the last few months of 19868 = 1o
the tune of nearly £80. Thesa hava
incheded the GYWHR Preservation Group's
axhibiton 8 Southall on 1576
Nowvember; tha RTSC Seminar; Film
Show; Branch Maesting with Tunbricgs
Wells Users' on 26 November, and NCIT
AGM on Z8h. Future meetings planned
include ona in Chelmsford {in January
or Fabruaryl and the Branch AGHM
iMid-March). Further details will be
containgd in the nexd RAILONDON due
abiout Row.

Jack Ellis

EAST ANGLIA

Tha sutumn mesting of the Branch, held
in Morwich on 20 Soptembar, hasrd &
talk by Mr Richard Jomes, Raslfreight
Entérnal Reiations & Training Manager.
Mr Jones gave & wery alormative
sccount of trends in the rail freight
bmpsingss, identifying growith areas in
particular, and explained the Govern-
ment’s financial remit fo BR's frelght
wactar

Saturday 4 Octobor saw 8 sucossalul




RDS spedal train, the “Shropshirs
fventurer”, leave Colchester and pick
up at i statons via ipswich and Bury
51 Edrmunds 1o Ely. It than carrled some
370 passengers 10 Kiddarminsier, from
whemn a second RDS chartes train ran up
tha Severn Yalley Railway to Bridgnarth
and back, During this enpoyalle trp, in
excodlant waather, & larga number of
RDS books and other items wene Sodd
and the Socety geined ssveral mam-
ars.

Our eorporats mamber tha Morth Easi
harfalk Travellars’ Association ran bwo
more successful special wans in tha
sutumn, and part of the profits frgm this
activity Is being usad o halp station
rafurbighmant an the Sherlngham o
Meanwhile, arother corporate member,
the East Sullolk Traveliers’ Association,
has, with the suppor of some local
caunelle, helpad poy for an adeitional
notice-board at each staton from Lonw-
estoft 10 Ipswich inclusive, These are
maintained by Afsoe|stion mambers o
inform local users of ESTA and RDS
activities and display local information.

The Branch has axpressed concam to
BR over changes to the Paytrain sysiem
which now réduln passengers boarding
at stafled stoticons 10 buy their ickets a1
the station. While sasing some advan-
tages in this new system, we are critical
al the aboupiness with which It was
introducad and consider that the accom-
panying palblicity could have been much
clearer. On the other hand, we are
pleased &t the news that-a One-Day
Anglia Ranger s to be re-introduced n
January = espocially as we protested
strongly &t its withdrawal early in 1986
it |5 &l$0 good news that a similars type ol
ticket! is boing ntroduced in Lintoln-
shire,

The coemmiftess of tha East Anglian,
East Midlands and Midiands Branches
are working an 8 papes (o put to BR early
in tha Mew Year contain|ng |deas on tha
future davelopmant of tha |pawich/Mor-
wich -  Birmingham  services,
Maanhwhila, the Lincolnshire Branch,
fallowing consultations with thelr Easl
Anglian colleaguees, have sent o BR a
sat of suggestions lor retiming soma
traing, and including some extrd S0,
1 give bellér CORPNBCIONS DEDasmn
Grimaby, Lincoln and Grontham and
warious major oentres in East Anglia.
Trevor Garrod

NORTH WEST

Wantad = mors raina 1o Clitheron This
was the themae of a public mesting hedd
i Clitheroa on Satuerday 1 November.
Crear 100 people packed the Parish Hall
and sgrasd to form on sction group lor
tha resigration of passangor sarvices
from Blackburn to Hellkfisld, The mest-
ing was called by the Settle - Carlishe
Jaini Action Committea (of which RDS
is @ mambar) as part of a series of public
meetings along the threatened Settle 1o
Carlishe and Blackbur n o Hallifield lines,

Several ideas concerning the expan-

sion of services on the Blackbuwm to
Hedlifiedd line were examined. The main
ones ware | 1) the expanaion of DalesRail
srrwices 1o run mora reguently and on
every summer Sunday, and (2 the
purchase of & one-trabn supplament io
ihe axisting Manchester — Blackburn
complemeant and the extension of tha
service o @ither Clitheroa or Chatburm
with Hallifigdd or Settle as a longer-term
obyective.

A full swudy of the Ene's potential is
bialig undartaken vy the JAC. For further
dmtails contact Richard 'Watts at 15,
Stenley Awenue, Perwortham, Lancs,
PH1 9AB.

Timetable secrecy

Lancazhire County Council has absays
consultad with the local rall user groups
over BA's proposed timetable changses.
This vear, awing to deragulation, BR has
becoma mora sansitive sbout ite draft
tima&tables. BR would only allow Lanca-
shire CC 1o see them If they agresd ta
kaep them confudent|al, This maant that
the user groups would have nol bean
able to make any comments on therm. A
campaign bed by the Oemakink 1o Praston
Travellers' Association (DPTA] and
involving all the user growps in Lanca-
ghire has persuaded BR to change its
mind., Usar groups will once again be
allowed to commeant on draft timstablas
provided that thay agres to keap thom
eodfidantial,

Dalesman

The new Dalesman service on the
threatenad Settla 1o Cadisle Line con-
tinues to do well. During the summer of
1986 an sverage of 81 people per weak
were ravalling on the 22 axira traing par
woenk, From May 19387 the Settle -
Carfigle service is being totally racast
and the service bo the fre-opened stations
greatly Improwved,

West Lancashire Line

Copios of the booklat produced by
OPFTA on the West Lancashire Line and
the work of the Association avers [ha last
five yoars ara 8l svadable. Priced s
£1.00 (E1.20 by post), tha booklet is
available from Richard Watls (address

as abowvel
Richard Watls

Unions oppose
Liverpool Rundown

Following recent reports of considersble
changes eupected on tha Wiesl Coast
Main Line from May, 1ogether with
confimation  that  traln  servicing
facilities a1 Allerton and Edge Hill [both
in Liverpood) are to be ren down, the
boeal Branchas of NUR & ASLEF have
apanky accusaed British Rail of plotting to
axe |ntedCity services from Liverpool
This fear was echoed by one passandger
in particular, who recalled angwering
an on-train survey whilst travaliing to
London, in which ona of the questions
askad, “would passengers ming chang-

ing at Crawe?"

In wiaw of the abominable all-stations
service betwesn Liverpool and Crewa
operated by clappod-oul  EMUs,
undoubiadly tha answer given was an
amphatic “NO". As usual. BR have
denied thai there is &ny plan 1o Swang
the awe on Liverpool but stodes of
innovations and developments
elsawhers leg. the International Train
running from Manchester, East Coasi
alecieilication and tha Channel Tunnall
has given soma paogle the notion that
Merseyside is yat again to lose oul in the
radl slskes.

Mike Breglin

NORTH MIDLANDS

Extra Passenger Trains

Az part of the continued development
on the Morth West 1o East Anglis axis,
BR imtroduced & new Sheffield 1o
ipgwich train from 29 Seplember, The
prototype class 154 “Super Sprinter”,
rabuilt from prototype wunit 150002, | o
b teated on this working. Connpelions
from Liverpood and Manchester feed the
0855 departure from Sheffiald, the
rote Deing vie Nottimgham. Granthim
and Polerborough, with connections
available to Cambridge and Monsaich
Three hours are available in |pswich
bedore the wnit relurns st 1543, the
route being o alighily longad ona vie
Berty. connacting with the 17.10 5X or
1700 S50 from St Pencras o ghve
anothér London to Shaffiald serica. An
aaflier dopartuna from Shafflald and a
later depariure from Ipswich are shil
neaded 1o complement The axisling
serdloas and allow day trips to Monaich
and Yarmauth,

Passanger counts suggest that B50
passengers 8 woek usa tha naw Langlay
Ml station which opened in May 1986,
Maore shoppars’ rains have besn inird-
ducad on Salurdays in the Notiingham
area to copa with the grawing demand
The 0517 from Alfretan via Langley Mill
o MNoningham retwns at 11,90 wia
Alfraton and Langlay Mill 1o Notting ham
from svhare an additional 15.63 runs
back as far as Alfreton. Exira journeys
are also operated on the Lincoln and
Grantham linas

From May 1987 the Provineial Sector
inbands to increase the Blrmingham to
Derly servica to an hourky fguency; on
the Midiarnd Main Lina, howewar, Inter-
Ciry may wall aconomiss by ceasing to
operate the remaining loco hauled
working between Derby/Nottingharm
and 5t Pancras.

Levoking furthar into the futune, Leloes-
tershire County Council ara keoking ol
the possibdity of a rall link to the Esst
Aidipnds Airport, joinad to the Midland
Main Line by a trangle to the south of
Trant Junchion, & clroulous bus rouls
curranily links Long Eaten to the airparl,
which has a growing pasaenger, fraight,
parceds and mail traffic. Possible sies
for new s1ations near Mottingham have

been suggested at Colwick on the Gran-
tham |ime and Snainton, wherg the
Grantham and Lincoln lines converge
Both would serve naw devalopments on
the sites of redundant ralleway yards
Tha Branch |8 contimiing coraspan:
dence with British Rail and local
suthorities aboul the possibility of re-
opaning colllery lines 1o passenge
traffic betwean Mottingham, Hucknall,
Mansfield, Warsap and Edwinstowe.
Althowgh ihis reglon has an expanding
population, local employment oppor-
tunities are dedining as various mines
close. 11 should prove possible 1o run
further specials to Wirkawerth in fulura,
as the stone traffic has recently
resurmad

-l

The Korh Midlands Branch has joined
with WVenture Rall o help operste their
proagramma of excursions A DMU train
carried naarly H0 people from Derby,
Chasterfisld and smaller stations o
Blackpool on 30 September for the
liuminations, giving 12 hours ai the
resorl. The joumey time of 3 hours 26
ming. wos over an hour sharter than that
of an unfortunate motorist who got
caught i trathc jams and walked the
last 2 miles 1o Blackpool with his tamily

The success of this traln was repestad
by a loco-hauled rake of ME 18 10
London from the Maitlock line stations,
Diertyy ard Long Eston on B Noverber.
MNearly #00 passengers srjoyed tan
hours in the capital, and are logking

forward to the next escursion this

apring.
Malkcolm Goodall

EAST MIDLANDS

RDS East Midlands is at prasent suffar-
ing from an all-too-familiar probbem,
too much work and far too few paople
daing it. The campaign for electrification
has widenad ite scope, owlng 10 BR's
hawing annownénd cuts in diesal-hauled
stock. Services are already stretched
and wnder pressura, espacially with
raageirct to overloading. The good news
is that a numbar of MPs are now getting
wery concarned and are looking to RDS
Tar & lead,

In Northamptonshire, the batla for
Roade and Corby meopenings goas on
with tha same sort of progreas as in pasi
years, vie nd. Cenainly rumours and
itema of infarmation from the RDS spy
network are rife, butl neither BR nor
Corby Déstrict Cowncil, in the case of
Cotby, are saying anything al presant,

In Lelcesteishivs, Crof Parish Cowncil
has shown great interest in reopaning
it station. Here RDS wok the indtiative
and also prepared & detaibed question-
naire for sampling purposss. On the
Migland Main Line, we now understand
thiat Syston station will be bl o thes it
can be served by both Mabion Bowiray
and Mattingham traing. This s 8 great
step forward, because previously il
sememind highly probabis that the station
would only be served by the infrequant
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Melton line wraina. The population is
approcimataly 15000,

As part ol the electrilication carmpaign
the Branch has alao written to &ix parish
councils between Mottingham and Kat-
1ering, enoourBging them o work
tagether iowadids the reapening of thair
stations and the provision of rasl unitsto
serve them. To date, only Desborowgh
has responded.

Thir Branch ia alao co-ardinpting prop-
osals for the MNorwich - Leicester -
Birmingham line and the Leicester —
Bumon-on-Trant Ene; we also have o lot
of work 10 do in relation to the East
Midiands CBI arnd Chamber of Trades,
all of which nmads more ideas and mora
willing workess, How about you?

On Thursday 12 MNovembaer, RDS
memiber 0. Taylor-Smith spoke a1 a
mggting organized with Lescester
Spokos (o cycle campaign groupl Tha
theme of the mesating was Bikes on
Trains' which led to a number of
stimulating idoas baing taken wup by
both BR's Area Passanger Manager and

the Spokes.
Daryil Taybor-Srmith
YORKSHIRE

Suggestions are being made thal tha
Tinslay Marshalling Yards, between
Sheffield and Rotherham, should be
used a5 an International Freight Depat
should the Channal Tunnal b built. Az o
result of the viruel destruction of the
stosl industry in Shatfield the marshal-
limg yards are mons or less redundant. i
is proposed that fresght treins from the
Continent would run straight through to
the Tinsley Yords where customs
facilitles would be established and thia
wagons would be dispaiched o their
destinations in tha mnonth, whilksl waffic
far the Continani would be assembled
at Tinsbey for direct dispaich. Sheffield
City Council have commissioned &
E20.000 foassbility study and indus-
trialists and wnion officials are having
talks with British Hail

llicley Parish Councll are considerisg
breaking sway (rom West Yorkshire and
mowing into the Harrogate destrict of
North Yorkshire. The Wharfdale Rail
Users' Group are warning that il such a
miova is made the future of the rail link to
Bradford will be under considersble
threat of closure. 'Wast Yorkshire PTA
could wall withdraw the million pounds
@ yaar which it contributes to funding
thie hocal rall services, which means that
il passsngers would find thamas|ves
paying £200 sach extra in fares, whilst
Britiah Rail mdght not be willing to kesp
thie i apan if FTA support wars (o ba
withdrawn

ROS member, Christophar Hyomes,
has launched a campaign 1o reocpen
Tharnhill statian an the ling from Huod-
darafleld to ‘Wakefield and Loads,
Situated about a mile from tha centre of
Dewsbury, it would be ideal &% 8 “Park
and Rida” atation lor paople travalling
to Wakefield or Lesds. The new West




Yorkshire Passonger Trenapor Author-
ity has published a station recpening
programma mchpding East Garforth and
Frizinghall &n 1987, bul thers ore
rumours that in the 1887 timetable
Dewsbury will lose its InterCity status,
wihiszh it aehieved some yeers ago sfter s
struggle, although the trains are well
patranized,
in Saplambar 1986 the West Yorkahire
FTA hald a one-day seminar to which
reprasantatives from rad user groups
were invited. The PTA has & wery
positive attitude to developing rail trans.
pon if finance slows. Shor-term prob:
lems ara baing considered, such as the
operation of the Section 20 grant and
timelable anomales of the kind which
gre 1o be found on tha Sheffield -
Penistone — Hudderafield servica.
Deris Bradibury

WALES

The spacial train sorvice of “Sunday
Shattles” oparated during the summer
of 1988 jintly by Gwynedd County
Council and the Cambrian Coast Lina
Action Group carriad 2300 paople bat-
wopn Barmouth and Pwilhali, Tha
Conwy Valley “Sunday Shuttles® also
carrigd  good  numbers.  Gewynedd
County Council has joined forces with
Chahire and Chayd County Councils to
fund a E200,000. two-year study into tha
electrification of the Crews - Holyhead
lime

BA ara to imvast £100,000 in tha Valeal
RAhaidal line, including & now disssl
locomotive and a loop. Radio signalling
i5 likehy 10 be installad on the Cambrian
limis I 1988,

ROS Wales asked Merrick Rooreraft,
BR Arsa Manager, Shrewsbury. (o lasun
& Pross Relaase for the new Shrewsbury
— Liandrinded Sundesy trasn sesvice,
Loadings shot up and over 100 peopla
werd carmed on some trains. On 7
Soptamber a “Sprnter”  wnil  waa
employed = a “first” for the line and for
& Sunday too. Suppon for the BR-
organiped Sunday bus service bebween
Aborwystwyth and Shrowsbury to con-
nect with the Iraing was good, rellef
coaches having been reguined on somae
Sundays. Loadings were good in 1986
on tha Hearl of Wales Line,

Chris Magnar

WESSEX

The Branch AGM was hald in Petersfield
on 2T Septembar, whan the Secratary
and Tieasurer were re-slected and Jon
Honaysalt wis aleclied as new Chasr-
man. Branch Secratary, Chares Maor-
gan, sutlining BR progress during the
yoar, welcomad the new study of
Fortsmouth = Southampton alectrifica-
team, the establishmant of Southampton
Parioesay station and tha BRITSE schama
1o refurbish Andover station

RDS General Secretary, Trevor Gar-
rod, psaessed the nalional sifuation,
highiighting RUS progress inotably the

appointmant of s Admislstrative
Officer; more publications than ever
before; betles contacts with BR manasge-
menl and MPs), He lisied soma mpor-
tamt rail improvemants, such as the
Seitle - Cadigle reopenings, tha
Marviahone reprieve, and the electrifca-
tieh schemes nearing complaton, &
battisr deal for beoyclas an new Trang,
and fairer costings of rail compared with
renad,

Guest speaker was BR Arca Manager,
Gerald Dansels, who started by anabys-
ing BR's then recently publshed Annus
Report. Manpower had decreasad by
16% and Government supgort by £131
million = but there was no perceptible
decraase in sarvices. In Network South
Easl, which included almost all the
Wessax area; thare wame likely to be no
more slgnificant stafi cuts, and In some
cosas axirn stall would be pul in for
parcals, tickei offices and inguirios
Dbjpectives for carrlage cleaning wers
being set and achiewed and new busi-
ness was being stbmulsted On re-
openings, he saw Templecombe s “a
flegpost for othars to follow”, The local
action comminge had not been put off
by BA"s Inltial relectance, and, Iolidawing
suppor from the County Cowncil, and
some successhul excursion tralns, the
station had reppenad permanenthy and
hiad generated D65, 000 in 1S Mot year,

Hampshlra Cownty Council were slso
adopling & very constructive sfitude
owar, for sxample, the Poramouth -
Southampton electrification, but Wik-
shire County Council seemed Bss
imerested in  rall. Another useful
improvemant 1o the system had baan
the installation of & passing loop a1
Tishury, on the Walerioo — Exeter line.
Afhough not schaduled o be usad on
booked sarvices, it was in use practically
evary day amd the service was less
sulbject 1o delay a8 a result,

Trawar Gairod

Severnside Notes

Anothar Avan schema for slocir|c traing
was published in the “Wastarn Daily
Press” on 21 November 1988 haadiined
“RAILMEN WOW TO FIGHT SCHEME A%

BR CHIEF WARNS NC-OMNE WILL PAY
FOR IT" amd “UNICN THREAT TO
DERAIL METRD PLANS®. The rfepor
rowveals the axistonce of & commarcial
organization “The Advanced Transport
for Avon Group®™ with &y Richard
Cottrell, MEP, as Group Chairman,
wiich hag shered the route dagram of
tha aartisr 1980 " Avon Matro” achamse

Owr Branch Committos, not having
bean consulted, will study the propos-
als, which ssem on initial axamination
to cower too small an anea. The reaction
of BR o this proposal 10 aise (385 |
million from private ivestors s
reported as being that it has “very bow
chances of success ol the present tima®
Tha WUR hova commanted that thay
would be cpposed 10 sny private cam-
pany barying into Betish Rail and that
they are not happy with the Tyne &
Whear Metro,

With regard to Mr Cotirell's statament
that “Traffic chaos and pollution were
turmilng Bristol and Basth into & might-
mgre”, kis schama sppears to be much
too local in concept as it does not Seem
1o be almed &l commutans by car from
‘Wiltshirg, Gloucsstershire and Gwani,
who have not bean offered gwvan sxparti-
mantal sarvices by BR from thair home
aneas 1o comvenient Stations near work-
jplaces in Bristol suburbs, Avonmouth o
Bath. Bus services have cleprly not
found much pulblic favour, bessg cawgh
in traffic jams, and the local trains
thrgsg b the Sevem Tunnel are So Few in
nurmbser that public pressure has foreed
the Departmeant of Transport to investi-
gate the consruction of 8 deplicate M4
Maotorway Savern Bridge,

We are nol sausfied that existing radll
routes are used o the best advaniage
and ideas have been submittad
British Rail and the County Councils.
Connections at principal junction sta-
llons continue o be unsstisisctory.
hawing been broughtl to the attention
of BR during some 30-odd years. An
examphe is Worcester Shrub Hill, and
o reguesi has been made for the Wor
minstar service to work through to
Kidderminster

Erlc A.Barbery
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