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SCOTRAIL SOLD DOWN RIVER OVER DORNOCH BRIDGE

RDS ha% for YEArS casligated Succassive
povernments over tha apparent double
standards adopted when assessing the
viakility of road and rakl scheames and no
better example of this can be seen than
thi lntest Dornoch Bridge saga

Situated north of Inverness (508
attachad Map) the Dornoch Firth is over
B mules from Lomdon, Nevertheless
the Society in an impromplu Report,
released to the Prass on 181h Septemiber
clgimed that the issua, which ralaies 1o

recognition of all the financial
=2 fits and assistance available for rail
projects, is of significance to many
similar schemes arising elsewhere in
Britain,

AOS Charman, Alan Bavan, at a Prass
Canference hald in London an that day
said "If Britigh Rail is 1o ba prevented
from competing on equal lafms by
confining Investment fo  road-cnly
infrastruciure our rail netesork 18 going
to shrink dramatically in the next 10
years” = a santiment echoed by ASLEF
Asst, Genaral Secrotary, Lew Adams at
the present TUC Conferance. “The Dor-
noch decision musi ba reversed if Britain
15 1o Svioid meas sy e culs i rail services.”

2o what i the apparent volte face
which has led to this whole unhappy
affair? A £20 million bridge across the
Dornech Firth is one of a series of threse
astuarial crossings baing built as part of
i million plan to dramatically shori-

nd improve the A% rowte through
leew Highlands of Scotland. The 168 mile
Inverness — WickThurso raibway which
genarally parellels the 49 is to eanjoy
none of thesa short cuts as a result and
its. future will be imperilled by buses,
paying only a fraction of the rosd tax of
other commaercial vehicles of a similar
waight, able 1o halve tha journay timae

With the prospect of losing over 50%
of its passenger traffic British Rail have
also sought the opportunity o bridge
the Darmoch Firth, uwnforfunately its
atternpts have floundered on arificial
barriers and misforune. The provision
af & rall bridge would enable the raiheay
to offer similar journey times and to
compete more effectively with road, but
the set-back o BR's plans could wall
precipitate the closure of the Far Morth
Linea with catastrophic resulis for the
Highland communities,

So whare have BR gone off the rails
on this project? In a8 Commons State-
ment on 24th June Mr. Michael Ancram,
Environmant Minister a1 the Scottish
Office, said My Daparimeant gave BR a

positive responsa and the offer of tech-
nical assistance.  was made claar that
the assistance was baing offered on twao
conditions, The first was that Scotrail
should not delay the road building pro-
jecl and the second was that Scoirail
would meat its own share of the costs,”

Following discussions with local
interesis it was ascamained that £8.2m.
of the £12.7m. cost of the rail bridge
could be found from those bodies and
the E.E.C. and at a Press Confarence in
Invermess in July 1885 Scotrail Ganeral
Managar, Chris Grean, warmed “if the
majar opportunity of tha rail bridge was
missed an hours difference batwean
raedd and rail times could prove catas-
traphie for the ling's futurg.”

A subsequent feasibility study pre
pared for Scotrail for a similar rail bridge
reavealed that the Far Marth Line stood to
lose 25% of its business by competition
from the new road in 1950 which could
rasull in closure of the 168 mile line. A
mirw rail bridge on the other hand would

reduce track mileage and save E375 0600
in operating costs. The line's Eim.
annual loss would be reduced and tha
Govarnment's £4.5m. contrabution for
the bridge repaid in 12 years,

The Governmeant's deadline for sulb-
mission of proposals for a rail bridge
alemant to the Domaoch Firth crossing
had been set for 15t June this year bat in
Pardiament, on 17th Juna, David Mitch-
all, told & local MP “British Rail have ngt
subsmiitied a detailed submission for a
grant under the 1968 Transport Act and
doubis werd cast on the possibility of
EELC. funding for the project In July
Chris Leah, Sconish Provincial Servicas
Manager of BR, who now seams to hold
the purse strings following the depar-
ture of Chris Green and recent re-argani-
sation of BR management, expressed
disappaintimant that the point rail'road
bridge over the Dornech Firth was not to
proceed, stressing that the rail journay
wall be almost 4 hours while the bus
journay with a road-only bridge waould
e reduced o about 2V hours. So have
Scotrall managamant bean sold down
the river by thair masiers in London?

Continued over —
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In a letter 1o BDS on 29th July, BR
Chairman, Sir Robart Reid, said “Thane
is no question of gur being constrained
by procedural difficulties or by a Catch
22 situation. What | cannol do s 1o
commit my Board to spend £12.7m. to
safeguerd revenue of E130,000 that
might be lost?™ But is this in fact the true
figura? He added, however, “For the
time being wa shall continug with our
application for statutory powers o con-
struct a railway bebwden Tain and
Golspee in tha hope that funding is
available.” Al a later meeting he said
“The Govarnmeant's umaillingness to
help finance a rall crossing of the
Dornoch Firth has not ahered BR's
assessment of the desirability of a rail
short cut to the morth,” But have BR
raally pushed this project as hard as
thiey should * or, like the Hastings
electrification earlier this decade will
have 1o give BR that push which will
ensure that the schame goes ahead in
tirme 1o prevent the inevitable consequ-
ence — 8 contracting rail network for
Seotland/Britaln.

Both ADS President, Michasl Caton,
and RDS Scotland Research Officer, Ken
Sutherland, are in continuing corres-
pondenca with Transport  Minister,
Davwid Mitchall, and Bob Reid. Also
M.CLT, Secretary, EKlaus Mayer, in a
racant lottar 1o Mr, Mitchell said It is
essential that the sponsaring deparn-
rant moves iowands resalving the var-
ous eanflicting mathods of assesamant®
[of road and rail schemes) and added
“Ewen at this late stage it should not be
too late for the sponsoring departmeant
to sanction the wery small direct BR
investmant to safeguard the line's
future.”

But the need for an immeadiate madifi-
cation of road-only bridge plans has
been given dramatic new impeius.
Diseussions with engineering expers
has revealed that any future rafl bridge,
construcied wvery close 1o an already
built road bridge streciure may prove
technically wery difficult and hugely
expensive (due to weakaning of sub-
strata during piling ocperations e},
Unless a single integral structure is
builvplanned now, the Far Morth Line
will face the ulimate CATCH 22 -
becausa there is no other feasible cros-
sing point of the Darmoeh Foth.

Fuller details of the "Dornoch Bridge
Saga’ are comained in the Society’s
G-page report svallable from RDS
Administrative Officer, Reg Snow, {(Price
&ip.) at 48, THa Park, Great Bookham,
Leatherhaad, Surrey, KT23 ILSE,

JWH

* Correspondence with the Scottish
Developmant Departmant revealed that
some cash assistance might have been
{might sill be] available through a
Section 56 Grant application since , ...,
‘thare are no absolute rules for such
gramts . . . . . they are for exceplional
projects sach of which has o be cong-
dered on its own ments. o, -

WANTED -
AN ELECTRIFICATION
PROGRAMME!

That has been the call of ADS members
around the country in the past few
months. Focus of the campaign has
bean our G-page leaflel in which we
point oul that a 1981 BRUDTF study
recommended a rolling programme of
alectrification schemes as being finan-
cially worthwhile — apart from the
grvironmental case for elactrification
which we in RDS have propounded for
Many years.

Yei, five years after that high-leval
studly, wa still await such a programmis,
Lines are baing olectrified on a
plecameal basis which does not help
equipmant manufacturérs or skilled
operaters in forward planning. Mor does
it halp us to catch up with comparabla
Eurapaan railways. In France, where our
total 1997 target percentage (of elec
trifieed rowles) had bean reached by
1970, there are plans to increase the
electrified mileage by an amount aqgual
to the total Britiszh electrified mileage by
the end of the century |

RDS, therafore proposes that, as pre-
senl schemes are completed, a stan
should be made on a further B30 miles
{including the Midland Main Line, Man-
chestar = Blackpool, Southampion =
Portsmouth, Paddington — Oxford and
athers), 1o be completed by 1955, then a
further BOO milles by the turn of the
cEntury.

The leaflet has bean san to MPg
Councillars, Pears, MEPs., BR manage-
rment and wnions, the TUC., CBIL., and
Mational Chamber of Commerce. Wa
shall be continuing a dialogue with such
bodies and asking the political parties if
they will include such a programmea in
their Election Manifesios.

How much we can do depends on two

things:-
1. Suppant fram individual ADS mam.
brs — like writing to your MP or Coungil-
kors; arguing the electrification case in
any political party or similar body of
which you are B mambar;

2. MOMEY - RDS has no vested
economic interast in electrification, and
has to fund campaigns out of the samea
income from subscriptions, donations
and sales that we use for all our other
campaigning.

The General Secretary will be pleasad
to hear from any meamber willing fo
daonate money or help in any athaér way.

A.G.M. - 1987

Prosisional arrangaments have baan
made 1o hold the 1987 AG.M, in Mew-
casile on 25th April = please note the
date in vour diary.

FREIGHT NEWS

Afftar the miners strike and the tarribla
damage it inflicted on Reilfreight, BR
Froight Sector kept its head down and
concentrated on getting business back
on o an even keel. In the past few
months sewveral hopeful signe have
emarged that confidence has bean, at
lzast partially, rastored,

Van den Burgh and Jurgens, betber
known as Stork and Summer County
Margarine, have closed their wharf at
Brombaorough, Wirral and opted for Rail-
frisight of approximately 250,000 tons of
adible oils per annum from Purfleet to
their factory an the Wirral. This invoheed
considerable investmeant in new sidings
and refurbished rolling stock. The line
wihich servicas the [BElOrY IS over & mile
long and passes several other majos
factories. The Freight Commines is
activaly pursuing the possibilitiss of
these other premises baing rail ¢
nacted,

In tha sarma area, the freight-anly line
from Mickle Trafford Junction 1o Shot-
ton Dee Marsh Junction, which acted as
a by-pass for Chaster, has been re-
openad due to increased sieal, timbar
and paper traffic. The additional freight
has been causing havoe o the passenger
sarvice on the Wrexham to Bidston line,
which was recently singled.

BR are loocking hard at the Trafford
Park Industrial Estate in Manchester for
potential traffic, This estate, built in the
193205 as a showpiecs, had virtually
every factory rail connected. After Kel-
I s recant withdeawal fram Railfraight,
only Freightliner and Containerbase
remain as rall users of the estale raibway,
wihich was designad for 10f wheslbaze
wagons and is unsuitable for modern
rolling stock. & substantial amount of
traffic is on offer from several comp
ies, leading BR to consider a comple
nirw route into the estate. The Coan
Products Company is experimantally
using Railfréight from Ardwick Goods
Yard in lzased wagons [painted in their
own colowursh, baut, no doubt, & private
siding direct to the factory would be
rmuch more comeaniant.

Railstore Ltd.,, who for several years
have oparated a rail-connectad depot at
Gidea Park, Essax, have recantly opened
a nevw dapat in Birmingham. One of the
first contracts won by this company is
the importing of Parrier Water by ferry-
wagons. Provided that this depot fives
up 1o expectations they hove plans for
further depots in Manchester and Liver-
paol.

Pedigres Petfoods of Melton Mowbray
are railfreighting petfood to 'Welwyn
Gardan City for anward distribution by
road and a second train is due to stan
running shorily to Warringlon — & cah-
tract worth some 220,000 tonnes per
annum to BA. The Warrington end of
this operation is 10 be situsted in &
rall sarved distribution depol to be




construcied on the site of the former
British Steal works, wheang 250,000 sq. ft.
of covered warehousing will receive a
variaty of food, drinks and papor related
products.

Tria runs have bean carriad out with a
mivw " Hailroader™ intermodal vehiclhe,
whech overcomas the inlolérabla
pay | aad regirictions  of pravious
designs. The new vehicle s 8 38 1onnes
gross capacity tri-axle box sami trailar,
oparated by 8 UK subsidiary of Traller
Train of America. It uses air suspension
on the trailer to lower itsalf onto a rail
bogie which remains at the railhead
whan the trailer is on the road, giving a
payload equivalent to its straight road
equivalent. The now train has baaen seen
a1 Ely, baligved 1o be one of the perma-
nent depots for the proposed Saracas,
which could have great impact on the
Ro-Ro farry trafflic 1o lreland and tha
Continent.

Sally Line, who oparate out of ihe port of
Aamsgate, have announcad thelr bid o
ome the sole British ferry teeminal
1t rail oparations 1o the continant. They
propose  spending E£18m. on  new
facilities for rail ferry wagons and ships
including a naw railway route to the
quayside. This must be an atfractive
offar 10 BR as Sally Line are prepared
to fund i1 themsahes, This contrasts
sharply with Dower, where BR havea
been expected to make a substantial
contribution to the facilities essential or
larger ferries themselves. Assuming
that tha Channel Tunnal is built, altarna-
tive methods of getting wagons to tha
conlinegnt arg sl considered assantial
10 cover unlorsesn circumstances

After several years of guiet. the pat-
releum sub-sector appears to be gaining
traffic. A contract for 1400 1onnes per
day, betwaan Imminghn.m and Waar-
S, has been gained at the expense of

stal shipping. This may be the first of
Imany such eantracts to e gained al the
expense of shipping and pipalings
caused by a change in the way Gowvern-
ment levies tax on all produets, 1 is now
paid when the oll leaves the refinery
rathar than when the product is sold.
This favours the fasiest mode of trans-
port available = rail (1 can take up o 30
days for ol 1o complete s journey
thraugh a pipeline the length of the
countryl. Other ail traffic gains include
crnda from Humbly Groee (Hampshire)
and ¥allon (Lincalnshirel. Wytch Fanm
{Dorest) i set 10 increase s output of
crudes oil fivefold but, unfartunately, this
increase makes it viable 1o pipe crude ail
directly to Fawley. losing BR its presant
traffic from that field.

Othar recent gains include round
timbar traffic from the Scottish and
Norfolk forests and & sontract to carry
Guinness to Scolland and the Narh of
England.

The Freight Commities have contacls
throughout the industry in both the BA
and private seciors, If you hawve any

who will pass them on to the Commities
member best able to desl with tham
George Boyle

ideas for potential railfreight traffic
pleazse forward them to Peter Wakefiald,
43, High Street, Dakington, Cambridge,

{S1ephan Bemyon)

SELBY = from “MNorth East by Radl”

RDS RAILGUIDES

Cheshire and North Wales by Rail

This nivedy published and fascinating &4 page guide, embracing such divarse places
as Broadbottam and Bettws-w-Coad, is now available st just £1.95 (bulk orders of
mane than tan copies at £1.30) from Alan McoGiffen, 29 Groveside, West Kirby.
Merseyside or from the Salas Officar 01 the address below.

Kent and East Sussex by Rail

This book covers the area to the east of the Londan-Tonbridge-Hastings line, except
for the routes from Londan 1o Strood via Dartford, but with the addition of the
Ueckfield line. Besides describing the view from the train, tourist information and
historical notes on places reachad by alighting at many of the stations are given, Tha
booklet also containg practical information an station facilities and bus connections.

Available from Mr. A Johnson, 28 Grange Park, Ealing, London WS 3PP a1 £2.50
{cheques payable to “ROS {London) Book Aocount™) or from the sales officer a1 the
address el

Also..........
East Anglia b Sail
Midlands by Rail
Morth East by Rail
Fiva Shires by Rail
all at £1.595 from the Sales Qificer

To: Mr. G. Kent, RDS Saeles Officer, 35A Clarendon Rd, Luton, Beds,

Ploase send me the following Railguides st £1.95 each (Kent & E, Sussex £2.50)
lenckos Fo.. [ehagques made payable 1o "Ballway Developmant Society .|




PLATFORM

Anglia Day Ranger Tickets

Bir,

| feed that | musi add comment to an
articie, in Railwatch number 28, refar-
ring to the loss of the Anglia Day Ranger
Ticket,

For guite a number of years now my
family and | have enjoyed a Saturday
wandering around East Anglin on a Day
Ranger ticket (sinter and summar alikel,
Since May of this year, whon a Two Day
Ranger was substituted ot a cost of
£13.00, we have bern unable 10 justify
this cost and have thus not travelled a1
all in this area. Living in Stamiord, just
outside the boundary of this ticket area,
the extra cost of a beeo day tickel for two
paople puls regular travel out of our
price bracket. This year we have had 1o
contant curselves with Saturday bus
travel to places such as Nottingham,

| @ quite & loyal travellar by train and
use rail facilities where possible, but |
have to pruna this and not travel at all
when fares price ma off the rail. For
exampla, | have a regular monthly
commitment 10 travel o Lincoln but |
cannot afford 1o travel an a “white® day,
| am salaried, but my salary will not
accommadate extra rail travel after last
year's price increases, espacially the
hidden one of the “whilte® Saturday
paak. During this pericd | travel by the
legs convanient coach, Thus, not owning
& car, have bean curtailed by the price
frarm using the train to reach some
regions,

The Twa Doy Ranger may ba alright
for those people living in Cambridge,
Morwich or gven Peerborough who
hawe aarly Sunday morning trains, but,
for those whe have to travel into the
Anglia area on a Sunday, the first train
Ieawes Stamford at 14.18. This precludes
vialug for money spant on this day.

I tend to agrea with you, in ouf
instance BR's loss is Barton's gain

B.Hornsey,
Stamford,
Lincs.

2 North West TUCC

With reference 1o the letter from Mr. E.
RAatcliffe of Swinton on the subject of his
dealings with my Committes wiith refer-
anca 1o Manchestar o Harwich rail
services (Railwatch, July 1986):-

In the interests of accuracy | would
paint out that your editorial note at the
foot af the lefter doss not precisely
detail the facts as they eccurrad. How-
avar, and although | understand the
matier to have been resolved | have
invitad Mr Ratclifie 1o meat ma at his
convenianca.

J.A Moorhousa,
Secratary, TLOCNW

Road & Rail Costs

Sir,

| was intarestad 1o read the better from
Mr Ewvans in Raibwaich 28 In 13E3 |
attempted to do my own study, which
imvolved much correspondence  and
many library visits, of the effect of the
ropd network on the axcheguer. Costs
takon into account were: palieing, light-
ing, maintenance, cleaning, DH5S costs,
safaty advertising, level crossings and
evien those of prabationary and deten-
tion services for traffic offenders. The
conclusion s that withouwt roads. if other
paymenis to and from the Governmaent
ramained the same, tha Gowermmeant
would be about £1bn waorse aff,

The currenl position, however, has
rosulted from almost irrevarsible Gow-
arnment policy. An attempl 1o ravadas it
and give aquality to road and rail couwld:

{ih Allow companies to buy a railcard, for
a few thousand pounds per staff
mermber, giving employees's families the
flght to travel for an en bloc Ffare,
payable by the company of, say, Sp par
mila, 1t would also be subject 10 occa-
sional service or ‘mainienance’ cosls
{which they would be unlikely to connect
with the degree of usagel of roughly
equal magnitude 1o the fares paid in the
préceding maonths, and the staff Hable to
lump sum tax charges. This policy
wiild be equivalent to that adopted for
COMpPany cars.

[ith Do a erude approximation of road!
petrol texation to the roads travelled
avar by usage of that patral {in the sama
way fares are appropriated 10 routes in
BR's accounting systemsh Having done
50, roads would be closed and cus1om-
ors encouraged to use the pre-Beaching
rail netwoark instead (which through fair
plany roles vig & vis roads would probabily
nevear have baen reduced).

It iz difficult to take this action but as a
guide, if the accounting wnit was an
administrative area there would be ng
roads now in the Highlands of Scotland
and, no doubt, many other aneas (oo,

| have not considered non-financial
costs and benafits which are considered,
by crude conversion Into financial
tarms, in studies for bullding of new
roads.

Giles Baker.
Waybridge,
Surray

ANTI-CLOSURE FUND

Thiz fund has kept fising steadily in
recant monihs — mainly as a result of
sponsored cycle rides — and now stands
at £243.03 (the highest |t has bean lor
teo years). The Fund enables us 1o halp
RDS Branches and Users Groups need-
ing to fight rall closures. Thanks to those
who hawve donated recently. Further
donations are always gratefully received
by the Ganaral Secretary.

EIGHTH NATIONAL
CONFERENCE OF
RAIL USERS GROUPS

This is a major ewent on the RDS
calendar, whan delegates from all over
Graat Britain come together to hear and
question leading figures in the railway
figdd. This year's conference is on Sat-
urday 15th Novembaer in Universily
College, Bedford Way, London, from
10.45 10 16.30. Principal speakers will be
Chris Grean [(Director of BR's Metwork
SouthEast and forrmery General Man-
ager of Scotrailll and Don Mathew
(Transport Campaigner, Friends of the
Earth.|

All rail users’ groups should by now
have recaived invitations, Individual
RDE members may also attend the
confarence, for which the fee s E2.50.
Details from:= John Lark, 7, Gloucester
fAvenun, Gorleston, Great Yarmaouth,
Marfalk, NR31 TLT ipleasa enclose SAE).

-

Rail Transport Study Circle -
Inaugural Convention

The Rail Transport Study Circle has the
very great pleasure of announcing its
firsi convention 1o be held in Basel,
Switzerland, froam 22-26 June 1987,

The purpose of thesa conventliong is
to highlight major projects being under-
taken on European networks 10 maat the
challenge of passenger and freight
requiraments for the 1990,

The theme will be “Ralbeay J000" -
the title of the Swiss Railways moderni-
sation programme, Delegates will be
addressed by Dr Hans Stricker, Genaral
Secretary of the Swiss Faderal Railwinys
Board of Managemeant, whose paper will
cover: railway arganisation in Switzer-
Larcl, thie “Bahn 200" project, finang
the "piggyback™ concept, iraclion a
roliing siock,

Other organisations contributing will
e the Bern-Loishberg-Simplon Rail-
way, Interfrigo, Schindler Carriage and
Wagon Company and the Basal Trans-
port Authority, The later wil be particu-
larly concerned with Light Rail Transit.

It is our intention o make these
conventions  informative, interesting
and gnjoyable — no less than six visils to
imstallations has been arranged,

The cost per person is oxpected to ba
nol less than E300 (subject 00 Curfancy
fluciuations), By arrangemant with the
travel oparator, Transalping Lid., trans-
port accommodation snd  insuranca
may be paid by ACCESSAISA and we
hope that RDS memibers will take full
advantage of this facility.

Further information, including & full
prospactus, can be obtained by sending
a foolscap s.a.8. to:

Conferance Secretary, RTSC, 206
Alpxandra Park Road, London M22 400
(Closing Date JB25ET).




BOOKSHELF

THE CLANDESTINE RAILWAY = a repor
by the London Regional Passengers'
Commines, Golden Cross House, B,
Duncannon Street, London WC2M 4JF,

This booklet is tha first report of a
working parly sat up 1o investigate the
large number of complaints about BR
services (a5 opposded to bus and tube)
recaived by the LRPC.

33 test journeys weare made on the
London suburban network by LRAPC
memers, who rated each journey on a
points scale af 150, Marks wede given
for station signposting and mainte-
nance, information, and ticket sales,
togather with punciuality of arrival and
departure of the trains,
2y that not exacting standard”, says

LAPC, “gvary ang of these journays
Loadld be branded a minor disaster.”

One of the surprising results from this
experimant is that shartfalls in parfarm-
ance wene found not 1o be in puncluality
and timing, as folk lore would predict,
but in station signing, information and
timatabde display. Timekeaping of arri-
val and depariure, in fact ranked first
and second in order of marit. Anothar
surprise, even to @ regular London rail
usar, i the vast difference in journey
time and, in Most cases, cost betwesn
rail and the busiubg allérnative. Haal
was abways speedier than tubefbus
{sometimes by a factor of four or fiva),
wihile bus was only cheaper than or
aqual 1o the cost of rail travel an 7 out of
33 trips.

The authors show & sense of outrage
that a huge national assat has bean
allowed to decay, but they maintain a
gaasg of humouwr throughout, Their criti-

4, laced with laconic wit, are made
walfGUt 8 trace of the genuine il will
tovvards rail fransport evident in much
of the national préss. Rather, thoy seem
to be asking us to laugh with them to
presarig sanity in the face of the absurd,
Sugpestions for Improvements range
from improved service frequencies (20
mins for compatibility with the fube
sarvice) to easily implemented and
cheap improvements such as invest-
mints in station signing. On-train timea-
tables and “real-time” {dol matrix) plat-
farm information are among the more
innowvalive SugEestions.

With the timaly arrival of tha Network
South East concept bringimg, at last, a
positive approach to marketing of ser-
vices in London, it i to be hoped that
this booklat will soon be of usa only to
tha railway historian, who will use it s a
reminder of how little we once valuad
lotal services in the London anga, Justin
cage, howaver, it may benefit BR, the
tanpayer and government alike 1o study
this repor.

KWy

REGIONAL NOTES

Strong Support for
London Master Plan

The London & Home Counties Branch
Corparate Plan for the improvemint ol
Londan's rail services was tabled at the
Branch A.G.M. at County Hall an 17
Fabruary and Branch members gave it
detailed congideration at 8 meeating hald
at the Jubilea Tavern, York Road, Watar-
leets evm B Juily.

Keith Dyall (architect of the plan =with
his colleagues on the Rail Developmant
Sub-Committes), stated that for too
many years there had been too litthe
emphasis on the developmant of Lon-
dan's rail system, as compared with
roved 5, yiet far greater benelins would be
obtained in improving railways. Outlin-
ing the Flan he pointed out that as lang
ago as 1981 RDS had persuaded the
GLE to support the reopening of the
Snow Hill Tunnel and at long last this
was 1o become a reality. Rail devalop-
ment in London was unbalanced as
batwesn Morth and South and thera was
an urgent need for more Cross-London
Links. Ganaeral agreemant was reachad
on the unsuitability of Waterloo as a
terminus for Channel Tunnel traing and
a terminal ot Blackfriars andlor Qlympia
was preferred. Dr Tomling adwocated
King's Cross, with a combinad station
far the Chunnal and the airpors. Mi
Barfield pointed out that abolition of the
GLE left & wacuum which militated
against same of the ldeas.

Initial response to the proposals from
BR. L & 5.E. management had bean
constructive and helpful and consulta-
tion is now in progress with adjoining
Branches, in particular the East Mid
lands Branch in the comtaxt of the
campaign for Midland Main Ling elec-
trification,

The Braneh’s ather preoctupation has
bean with the sale and marketing of the
ninw guidabook "Kent & East Sussex by
Rail”, and our aim is to have it on sake on
the bookstalls af all the Londan tarmi-
nals serving the area inwvolved. This
frantic activity did not, howsawar, prevent
abowt 8 dopen membaers (from as far
north as Watford = nay even Yorkshire)
paying a visit 1o Folkestons on 28 July to
sea the Eurctunnel exhibition on the
Channel Fixed Link and 1o absare, fram
the hieights of Casile Hill, the site for the
Cheriton complex. More significant was
the use of Olympda as the maln paint of
departure, sampling one of the new
cross-London  Intae-City  trains  from
Manchester and Liverpool - the causs of
some strange looks from regular South-
arn Electric train usars, but a sight which
should bacome more familiar once
Europtan services commanca.

Also, on 6 September a party of about
a dazen members went on what has

become the Branch's Annual Quting
with a trip to Henlay and Marlow (from
Watertool via Guildford and Reading
with the now customary gourmet Lun-
:heon o a suitably sought ow establish-
ment in Henlgy-on-Thames. Future
Branch meatings are planned for South-
all, Chelmsford and TonbridgaTun-
bridge Walls,

Jokhn Barfield

EAST ANGLIA

The Haven Ports and thair rail links hawve
récently been a locus of imterest for the
Bramch. Mr Calin Crawford, Saalink™s
Port Mannager a1 Parkeston Cuay, gave
an interesting talk on s fulure at our
spring mesling. Across the estuary at
Felixstows, we mounted & Railfraight
axhibition in the town's library, while
aur member Russall Whipps has been
keeping a photographic record of the
building of the naw rail link from Trimlay
to the Dock, due 1o be opened in
Movermber,

Branch Secretary, John Brodribb, has
taken up with BR their proposal to
re-route the “European” Harwich — Glas-
gow train wia Morth Londan fram next
May. We have been assured that there
will be an additional boat train via tha
prezenl “European”  CrOSs-Sounlry
route, at least as far as Manchester, if
the re-routing goes ahesd. Another
intaresting possibility baing considered
by BR. which could influence this, is a
through train from Southend via Morth
London up the West Coaxst Main Line.

Mew-style loval crossings have attracted
prass pubdicity and adwerse comment
from some quarters. Branch officers
John Brodribb and Trevar Garrod have
both had letters in the lecal prass point-
ing oul the advantages of such erossings
if used praperly. Figures quated by BR
themselves revealed that, of 25 acci-
denis gt such crossings over the last
three years, 22 weare the fault of road
users. If further aducation of road users
is neaded should it be BR that pays?
The special train from Dercham 1o
Sharingham, arganised by RDS and the
Wymondham — Dergham Action Com-
mittesr, was fully booked several days
before it ran, Indeed it was one of the
most popular events of this year's Dara-
ham Festival and drew press comment
far that reason. Plans are now being
drgwmn up 1o run at least one special
from this freight-only line during 1387,

It seams that East Anglia will have to
wait at least 12 months for its fleet of
ngw “Sprinter” DML s, That gives local
BR managemant time o sort out the
thormy issut of bicycles on irains. Local




representatives of RDS, Friends of the
Earth and the Cyelists Touring Club
hawe mel in Nerawieh to thrash oul a
common policy on this issua, and we
plan 1o meeat BR officials in the autumn
1o discuss our proposals. It is hoped to
sacure the best possible arrangements
for bicycle carriage on the new iraing
and to avaid the ill-faeling that has baan
caused by BR's policies in Some arngas.

Future meatings of the Branch are:=

Saturday 22 Movembear in Cambridge,
with & spaaker from the National Fedara-
tion af Womens' Institutes, daaling with
cormmunily involvament in tha improve-
maent of rall facilities.

Saturday 21 February 1987: AG.M. in
Bury 5t. Edmunds,

Full details of those mestings are
given in the Branch's quarierly news-
latter = RAILEAST, Members of ather
Branches may alio recaive this, if thay
wish, an payment of a donation (£1.20 8
yaar is suggested) 1o:-

John Pages, 30, Meadoweraft, Stratham,
Ely, Camis. CBE 3JY.
Trevar Garrod

NORTH WEST TO
EAST ANGLIA SERVICES

By May 198B, the Provincial Services
Seclor hope 1w have longer-bodied
“Super-Sprinter” multiple-unita in ser-
wice on this axis on a two-hourly
frequency. Tralng  will run from
Blackpoo! wia the Windsor Link, or from
Liverpaol wia Warrington to Manchester
Piccadilly, thence via Siockport, the
Hazel Grove chord to Sheffield, and
a circuitows route through Darby 10
Mottingham, Peterborugh, and on 1o
Harwich or Morwich, The increéase in
frequancy from the present thres trains
daily is possible owing 10 the lower
running costs of the DMUs. The locomo-
tive-haubed “European” from Glesgow!
Edinburgh via Mottingham to Harwich
would be diverted 1o run down the West
Coast Main Lina and along the alectrified
Merth London Line to Hareich.
Malcolm Goodall,

NORTH WEST

The Ormakirk to Preston Travellars'
Association (OPTA] have just published
a 27-page booklal abowt the work of the
Agsociation since its formation in 1981,
The booklet, called “The 'Wast Lanca.
shire Ling OFTA Five Years On, 1981 to
19887, has a fareward by Bryan Wilson,
Arma Manager, Merseyrail, and consists
of four chapters. The first describes the
lirme: this is followed by a detalled look a1
the recent past of the line, the various
campaigns of the Assolcation, and a
look at what the futuse might hald for
the lime; following this is a8 look at the
special trains run by the Association and
the siation adoption schemea. The book
is good reading for all those imvolved in

usar groups and is available from OPTA
at E1 (E1.20 by past] fram 15,51anlay
Avenue, Penwortham, Lancs. PR 8RB,

Starting from Monday 29 September
BR introduced an hourly service of
“Pacer” traing from Liverpool Lima
Strest to Preston. This servica, which is
an offshoot of the former Lime Streat (o
Wigan Morth Western service, replacas
the previous erratic Inter-City service,
which has besn totally withdrawn.
Leyland has gainad a much improvad
sarvice to Preston, having prévioushy
been closed on winter Sundays,

The mewe local ~Dalesman ™ service on
the threatened Sattle 1o Carlisle line is
gaining in popularity. Minibus links have
been arranged on & dally basis from
Sedburgh to Garsdale and links axist
batween Hawes and Garsdale as well,
hher bus links are in the pipeling, Full
details of the "Dalesman” sarvice and
the bus links to it are available from
Richard Watts, address in Panwortham,
a8 abowve, telephona Preston 743371,

The Setile o Carlisle Joint &ction
Committee held a mesting in Kirkby
Stephen on Soturday 4 October 1o
debate the future of local services on the
linvg,

Richard Wats

NORTH MIDLANDS

“There's not much sign of pro-rail activ-
ity in Mansfield” wrote a correspondent
in “Rail Enthusiast™ recently, unawara
af the Morth Midlands Branch secrat-
ary's continuing correspondanca with
British Rail on the subject of restoring
trains to Mansfield. Howeaver, things
improved in July when & press rilease
drenwr attention 1o the RDS exhibition on
Midland Main Line Elactrification and
the “Five Shires by Rail” guidebook,
which created much interest when dis-
played praminently in Mansfield Library
for a fortnight. The exhibition has loured
raund Leicastershire, Montinghamshire,
Derbyshire and Northamptonshire since
its launch at an East Midlands Branch
meating in May, and contains proposals
for new feeder services including one
from Mottingham o Ashfield and Man-
sfiald,

In August, the National Union of Rail-
wveaymien fallowed this up by publishing
their plans for a Nottingham - Mansfiald
service extended to Shirebrook, Warsop
and Edwinstows to tap the growing
tourist traffic 1o Sherwood Forest. Local
MPs gnd Chambers of Trade are
anthusiastic, but BR ramain lukewarm
on the idea.

Malcolm Goeodall

YORKSHIRE

The Morth Eastern Area TUCC hawve
arranged to hold a Public Inguiry into
British Rail's proposals 1o closs Wood-
lesford and Allofts stations on the line
frosm Mormanton to Leeds on 24 Octlobar

in Leeds and on 25 Octobar in Woaodles-
fard.

A start has now besn made on the
canstruction of a niew Central station in
Ratherram, which, when finished, will
alwelate the prasent hike of nearly a mils
fram the town cetre to Masborough
siaticon.

The Goole Rail Action Group report
that a very good job is being made of the
repair of the cantral jetty of the Swing
Bridge. Collisions between passing
ships and the jetty still continue apace;
in a period of 12 weeks the jetty was
siruck on five cccasions,

A thie end of July the Northallerton
Chamber of Commerce organized a
chamer train from Bedale {on the
Wansleydale freight lined to  Scar-
borough, Five hundred and saventy
people travelled on the train, which toak
British Rail by surprize and resulted in 8
train consisting of five two-car DMUs
baing put together,

Wark has now started on building the
Stocksbrige bypass and the Woodheas
line has been sewiered by an embs
rrant.

Denis Bradbury

WALES

The Cambrion Coast Line Action
Group's “Sunday Shuttles”, suppornad
by Gwynedd County Couneil, have done
wall this summar, Three traing each way
have run betwesn Pwilhell and Bar-
mowth, calling at all stations and con-
narcting with the Festiniog Railway. Two
hundrad and alghty-two supparted the
first Sunday, 20 July, 403 tha 27th July
and 456 on 4 August, with a profit being
made on the last two. A bwo-car
“Sprintar” rain is used. The 07.30 (50]
Euston to Pwilhali trains load well, with
11 coaches,

A new Sunday 13,15 hrs. Shrawsbups
Llandrinded ‘Wealls and 16.15 return
have been provided, the first reguiar
Sunday service on the Hearl of Wales
ling, accarding 1o HOWLTA, who provid-
ed a trolley buffet sarvice of teas/coffes’
gsandwiches and served sirawberries
and craam on the first runon 6 July, Tha
anly publicity for the niw Sarvios was a
handbill provided by HOWLTA. Unforiu-
nately the Western Region who run the
line only contral sauth of Craven Arms,
so Shravesbury, which is in the Midland
Region, does not publicise the route -
rasult, half-empty Sunday trains!

BR hawve made the 10,65 (SX]
Shrrwsbury — Aberysteyth and return
trip loco-hauled for the summer, The
new South Wales = Morth 'Wales trains
are loading well. BR are pleased with ihe
loadings of the Cambrian Coast Express,
the Aberystwyth — London senice,

Considerable opposition has besn
gxpressed 1o the de-staffing of Welsh-
poal and Mewtown stations,

Tao celebrate 15 yvears of dymamic
campaigning CCLAG have produced a
new Book called “Cambrian Coas Line -




The line which refused to die® (story of
the campaign to save the lina). 48pp.,
map, 27 photos. £1.75% + 25p poslage.
Orders to Clir. Trewor Roberts, 6. Liys
Dedwydd, Marine Road, Barmouth,
Geamedd.

Chris Magner

CHRISTMAS CARDS

The London & Home Counties Branch
has commissioned a drawing of the
attractive Wataringbury Station building
fwhich is also reproduced in “Kent &
East Sussex by Rail”] for thisyear's RDS
Christmaas Card. The cost i £1.80 per 10
cards with envelopes. Orders, payakbla
to "RDS London & Homea Counties®, to
Mr LLG.Crighten, 19, Qakdale Avenus,
Kenton, Harrow, Midde., Ha3 QUL
H.Trevor Jones

il

RAILGUIDES

There are now seven RADS rail-based
guidebooks in print = carrying our name
and our message into thousands of
harmes around the couniry. Each guide
g encouraging pecple to usa tha rail
network of the specific region to explore
it — and perhaps to réach some places
that they did not think they could reach
by raill

For 1987, work is wall advanced on
Tour now titles: SOUTH WEST BY RAIL,
LAMCS. & CUMBRIA BY RAIL, YOREK-
SHIRE BY RAIL and SCOTLAMND BY RAIL
plus & third edition of EAST ANGLIA BY
RAIL

Photographs for all these books ara
still sought; any member who may be
able to help with black and white prints
{colour for covers) of non-rail and rail
subjects, should contact the General
Secretary in the first Instanca.

Improve RDS Ammunition

A wvast amount of information ks hidden away on member’s bookshalves -

infarmaticn which we want to make available in a8 Resource Bank to help make our

campaigning offective and accurate.

Please examing your books, pamphilets, articles and audio/video tapes to see what
you are prapared 1o make available for use by other membars and society officers,
then fill in and return the farm below (or a photocopyl,

Diotails will be collated into & Resourcs File, later to be printed in booklet form, and
a central information store (Including a cuttings library] will be set up,

H you are prepared to monitor your newspaper'magazings and send in cuttings, on
a reegular basis, plaase voluntasr now —with enough help it should be feasible for one
maembar to be responsibla for each publication.

Send to R.G. King, Archivist and Research Officar, 4 Christchurch 5q., London E9

JHLU (01-985-8548),

........... m 000 0 0B e e R i 5

Resource Bank Ferm for internal bulletin

Do you have resources which you can make available 1o BDS

but which you are happy 1o store a1 your home? ... ..........

Roughly honer many books?

how many pamiphlats?

—

how many audio tapes?
how many video lapes?
athar?

YES/NO

Would vou be prapared 1o lis1 them an a form 1o be sent 1o you

at a later data¥

YES/MD

Would you be prepared fo scan your national newspaper and

ragazings for useful articles?

YES/MOD

Would you be prepaned to cul or photocopy the articles and

sand in to ihe Resource Bank on a regular basis?

YES/ND

Which publications would you be prepared to monitor?

= T T
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PRESTEL for RDS

ROS Morth Midlands Branch is inves-
tigating how British Telecom’s PRESTEL
information system could be of usa 1o
us. Possibilities are:

{1} Advertise Special Tralns;

(2} Campaign news,

{3] Press Reloases;

(4] Messages botwesn members;
5] Recruitmant.

If you have access to PRESTEL please
commant an aur SYMPATICO bulletins
{meatings, groups, events, inlerests,
hobbies] and send a message ta John
Handcock (Mailbox 283 T03654),

Qur next move depends on  your
FESQONES.
Simon Hartropp

RDS DIARIES

These are now available at £1.95 plus
2bp postage from the Sales Officar
imddress as for guide book offor). The
disries are finished in maraon, with a
gold embossed loge, and measure 95 x
175mm. There is generous space for
wirakly notes. These are expacted to sell
quickly, 5o arder yours now while our
stocks last. Mo member should even
think of being without one,

RDS PRESIDENT

Tha Mational Executive, at lis meating in
July, was pleased 10 pass a resolution
appainting Dr. M.P.L. Caton, retiring
Chairman, 4% the Society’s second Pres-
idant in succession o the late Rowland
Vietor Banks.

ENCLOSURES

Enclosed with this issus of RAILWATCH
i the Public Relations Appeal and the
latest edition of the MEMBERS' HAND-
BOOK. There is no IN PARLIAMENT with
this issue.




rt Ramsgate —
HD.E% ives Full Support

With the eventual bullding of the Chan-
nal Tunnel it is obwviows that there will
have to ba an aliarnative crossing to the
EEC and beyond, To this end, the RDS
Froight Committes fully support the
proposals by Porl Ramsgate Ltd., to
develap and prowvide new Tacilities for a
range of iner-modal transpon oppor-
tunities. With the continuing negative
approach by a certaln Mr Sherwood it is
impartant that, in ordar to maintain and
davalop train ferry sarvices, Railfreighi
International ook  elsewhore =
Ramsgate is the obvious choice,

MNorth Kani is the biggest unemploy-
ment blackspat in the South East and
the proposed developments will not
only sacurg the BDD jobs created thara
gince 1981 but will also create many
rmore in the future, Railfreight Interna-
tional MUST continue their vital waork of
train ferry services, as any threat o
them would not only dent BRs coffars
bt affect the nation as a whole,

The RDS Freight Committes has had
profracted correspondence with baoth
Thanat District Cowncil and Kent County
Council in support of the proposals and
hope thal, by the time this appears in
print, authority has been givan far the
go-ahead. Thare has bean opposition to
the sehame from several quaners, nol
leasi from the Southvwreod Branch of the
Labour Party {under T&GWL influ-
encall. Quastions baing asked by the
District Council abowt potential noise
lewvals, throat to fauna atc., match those
of the Stansted Airport Ingquiry!

Lt us hopea that those in the corridors
of power, alter considering all relevani
matters, will come oul in support of
Ramagate becoming the number ona
train ferry. If it s rejected then those
responsible will have a lot to answer for.

Steve Wilkinson

Reopenings —
Lessons From Success

MNew Siations are now, thankfully, a
COMMon ocourance, o the opening of
South Wigston station on the Birming-
ham = Leicester ling has, perhaps, nol
besn noted by those sutside the oounty.
Yot this nivw station, serving a suburban
taveen of some 10,000 paople has a lot to
tEach us.

Some years ago, &t a local enguiry, BA
and the County Council both maintained
that a station in South Wigston would
not pay. Thare was, then as now, no
support from the Borough Coungil
Thanks thowgh 1o a tiny band of paople
with vision, legether with changed polit-
ical ideas at County Hall, the station was
reppanad this May with some 18 trains
each day (both directionsh, It was origi-
nally intended that this station be unstal-

what has bean the result? On July Tth,
B8R added five extra departures to South
Wigston and, at near by Narborough,
thoy are considering full time staffing
and stressing the need for a car park.
The loadings on the service hove baon
such that the “Sprinter” servica has not
een able 1o cope and a charter train,
run by the Frends of South Wigston
Station, was well over-subseribed. All
this for a six-mile ridel
The moral of the story must be that we
should newvear believe those who say thai
it won't work or that it's too costly/
uneconomic before it's tried. Rather wea
should use the example of South
Wigstan and put aur case wall, Granted
Wil may b wirong sometimees, but, if our
arguments are good, that will be rare.
Camainly South Wigston shows swhat
can be done and, here in Lelcestershire,
wia will be using it as an example which
others can follows,
Darryl Taylor-5mith

SECTORISATION

BR's reorganisation into five busingss
Sectors has many advantages = but i
has also produced anomalies when
applied nigidly. Ipsawich passengers, for
instance, faced a swingeing rse |n
return fares to London when their sta-
tion was transferred from Network
SouthEast 1o Inter-City. Red Tape ower
which sactor bears financial responsibil-
ity for 8 panicular stratch of line has also
hindared afforts to obiain re-openings
and sarvice improvements,

RDS is tharefore compiling o dossier
on OVER RBIGID SECTORISATION which
will ultimately be presented o the
British Mailways HBoard. Any mamber
with local examples for such a dossiar is
urged to send them to John Saundars,
Stockwell Gate, Whaplode, Spalding,
Lincs. PE12 GUE.

Thwe Cortgrail North Wales Expresa 81 Corby Station on 15th Septambaer 1385 - from

“Five Shires by Rail®

[Photo: Jim Wada)
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