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Goole — Gilberdyke: More Borrowed Time?

As ropored wn our laat Issue, Ooaure
of the Settle - Carlisle line has, thanks to
a campaign in which RDS and users’
groups played no small part, been del
ayed. The establishment af the nght to
object by users trivelling ovaer tha line
rather than from slabons threatenad by
ctlosure has et an important precedent
whkth will prowe wusetul i Tulure cam

“wigng against dosures. The long tarm

ure of tha hna 18, o coursa, By no
rmeans secure and further intense effors
are nadgded 1o retaln il

The costs of a fixed strecture, Ribble
head Viaduct, which has suffered from a
complats lack of any sccaptable form of
prewentive maintenance, argé krgely
responsible for the closure proposal.

There are smilanbes bebhweesn tha
case of Sattle-Carislea and thal of
Goolé— Gilberdyke. Hera & fluced sinec-
ture, the Goole swing bridge over the
Hvar Dusa, has sulfersd Irom repenbed
damage by ships and the projected cost
aof fepalre @ (the phincipal reason for the
closure nrupus.al

With the good news that BLR. and
Humbsarside County Council have finally
ITIE['IBQEEI D agnae that a paymant of
FRAG0.000 from Humberside County
Council to BR would enswre reEpais it
might seem that, if tha mesting of Hum

egidg County Council (laking place ai

4 time of going to press) agreses on
paymant of this sum, then the line s
saved, This s nol néecessanly SO even
though tha reasons against closure sre
legion.

The line is double track with contin-
oS wialdad rald and colour gt signsl
ling, money has recently been spant on
proncing Sallmarahe with dasg drain
age, and mesw cabling, costing £2%,000
has been inatalled across the river,

The proposed alternative rail routle be-
rwesn Doncaster and Selbwy has samae-
phore signalling contnolled fram manwal
bowas: IC126 tradnd would share this
roulewith the replacement service laad-
ing to potential delays (o both services.
Furtharmons, 8 swing bridge st Selby on
this alterrative route B presumably also
prona (o domage by passing velaois
Sahltmarshe station, whether sarved by a
truncated Goole - Gilberdyke lineor by a
replacemani bus service would sulfer
from a8 marked deterioration in service
and there in 8 possibillty that it will be
closed whether the line survives or not

The rmuch battered bridge at Goole.

To cap all this the demalition costs of the
Goole bridge aro estimatod at £1 million
and B.A. are obliged to carry out this
weork should the ine closa.

Closura of this lma, tharalora, makas
no economic sense. B R were prepared
1o pay oul 8 million pounds v 1974 1o
k=ap it opan but are now preparnad to do
s0 again only after ntanse pressure. The
only possible rational reason for closure
is. the repssted damage to the Goole
swing bridge by passing ships. Thare
have been 19 such incidants in just over
ten years for which B.R. has raceivad
meagre compansalion — alter the worsl
previous incident in 1973, mentionad
abvove, B.H. sapent a million pounds on
repdirs and recerved 15018 compen
gaticn form the ahipSwhers i falurn,

This is the nub of the problem, Even
givan good will 1o keap the line open on
the part al BUR. {which, congldering thali
appa rE'l"I||'||' less Than enthusiastic effomns
1o olbtan srther aooguate compansatlion
from shipowners, money from the EEC
or Governmen! funding lowards rap
lscament of such infrastruciunes, [‘“IQ'"[
seam doubtfull & is surely not thalr
business o have [0 meal tha cost of
repairing damage which is no fault of

P, Graham Wrapg

B. A, whatsoewver, Neither should it be the
businass of tha rotepayars of Humiber-
sidhe 10 come 10 BR.'s rescue alithough,
of course, given the circumstancas, this
imtErvention is much appreci atsd

The liability of shipowness forda mags
dora By thair veisals needs 10 ba in
creased. Thers are moves afoot o effect
this bul apparently such changes need
ratification by all EEC membar counirias
and could take several years. Even then
tha maximium Kability Tor damage such
as cited here would still be of the order of
tens of thousands of pounds rathar than
hundrads of thousands

This then is the unsatisfactory state of
affaira regarding this line. Evan if Hum
berside County Counall pay B.R, £800, 000
and tha bridge is repaired thers is still o
guarantees thal anathar shdpwill nal bt
the day after these are completed — in
whach cass the wholé g0y Businéss wall
hawe 10 be gone through again

Much valuable work has baan dona by
the Goole and District Railway Action
Commities 10 save Uhis lire Bul, o (R tha
casa of Sattle—Carlis! &, tha ca mpaign ks
far from over. We miust press for refonm
al tha marnno nsurance laws and con
tinue to fight against the closure of




Saltmarshe, Only when these aams are
achieved can this otharwise profitable
and socially and strateg|cally useful lineg
be congiderad sacure against clm::a.
W

BRITAIN'S GAIN,
BOTSWANA'S LOSS

Tha Botswana Governmeni has swar-
ded a (625,000 contract o a British
consullancy growup 1o study the feadibl-
ity of buwilding a mailway across the
Kalahari Desert for a distance of soma
1400km. This is great news for British
axpariise and contractors if the project
malarialises butl, walt for (i, the bad
news is that the group concernéd s
Hendareon-Travars Morgan, A oeradn
Alfrad Goldsiein of Serpeil Report fams
in leading the study

Perhaps, &5 thers is & lot of sand 1o
spare, the anseer will be that Botswana
should build & comncorete highyway.

Lesle Freitag

A PRESSURE GROUP
BY ANY OTHER NAME

Following the suggastion of a corres-
pondant o BDN last yaar this jourmal,
formerly “Raibway Development Mews”,
niow apons tha tite “Raibwanch™, Afvar
discussion of this possible new e by
the RDMN Editorial Board & was forwar-
ded to the RDS Mational Executiva, who
approved the change of name al a
mesting on Sh February,

The Seoclety’s public image reles
haavily on this names it chooaes for lisaell
and |18 publications. There hawve bean
attempts to change the “Rallway Dew-
alopment Soclety” o “Rall Develop-
meni Campaign” end “Rail Develop-
rant Sociaty”, the lattar being mejacted
at the special genaral meseting of Feb-
ruary Bth. The present name has in its
favour that, given the growing stalus
and effectiveness of RDS, a change of
nama ol this cruclal stags in [Ue devalop-
ment would serve to confuse those who
deal with the Society. This nama, how-
ever, appears (o présent an image 1o
geme people of a group of steam pre-
servalionists and railway enthusiasts,
which is the wary image we wizh D
mvoid,

Controwersy over the name of the
Sociaty will doubitless contines for ag
lorg as i exists, RDSs prodecessors,
dating from the early fifties, bore the
titles “Soclety for tha Retantion af Un-
remunerative Branch Lines in the UJE"
{SRUBLUK), “Rallway Invigoration Soc-
iety” and “Raibway Developmenl Asso-
clation”, at least the first of which
Bppaars rather guaint In the supar-hype
PR world of the eighties. The state of
play, as from this mewe, s that “Fall-
watch” 5 the journal of the “Railway
Dewalopmant Society ™, which new title,
we hope, will find favour both among
members and the organisations with
wiieh wa have dealings.

WYL

Marylebone

Inquiry postponed following

threat of legal proceedings!

Shortly after 8 meeting hald at Brent
Town Hall on 30ih January betwean
represantatives of & local authorities
iG.LC., London Boroughs of Brong,
Ealing, Harrow, Hillingdon and Bucks.
County Council) at which RDS and the
local users’ groups (Marylebane Travel-
lers” and Aylasbuny & District Rail Usears’)
ware rapresenied the London Regional
Passengers’ Committee announced its
intention to cancel the 3-day hearing
{dus for 25th-2Th Fabrusry] into the
closure of Marylebone and the Bnes to
Harrow and MNartholt Junctions inchu-
ding the stations at Wembley Complex,
Sudbury & Harrow Road, Sudbury Hill
and Northalt Park,

Tha reason for this was undoubledly
tha resolution (passed al such maaling)
by Brent Council {and the other named
authorities) to seok & judicial reviaw in
the High Court should satisfactory
assurances not ba forthcoming from tha
LAP.C. as to the way i intended 1o
conduct the proceedings, in particular
the right of objectons to cross-axaming
the witnesses from British Rall. The
sought for assurances not baing forth-
coming the above named wnanimoushy
repobved to seek an injunction fo reatrain
thiz procesdings. Further commant &
this stage would be inappropriate but it
is undarstood that Juns 8 now The
aarfiest dale that such hearings could be
ra-oonvanad,

In tha maantime RDS is supporting the
joint initative of the Association of
Metropolitan Authorities and the County
Counclls Association [reported in the

January issue of “Modern Railways" at
p.6, coll} 1o seek a mevieion of the
statulory procedures on rail closures
which have remained largely unchan-
gt since the ansciment of Sec 68 of tha
Transport Act 1962 — atthe beginning of
the Beeching Era. The two Associatons
arg propHasing that &t publse heanngs

discussions should also be allowed an
weider Eaues (than just “hardship® | such
as freight traffic, recent financlal per-
formance, including revanue the line
may generate for other parts of the
systam, scope lor improving flnencial
parformance, the role of the railways in
the local community, national and gowv-
ermmenl policies and the inlérdepan-
dgence of lines within networks, both
ragional mnd national,

These issues are likely to be ¥
subject of a preseniation to M.Fs &
Peurs being organised by the Socety’s
Parliamentary Committes within the
nexl manih of so; the RDS Re-openings
Campaign and the inadequacy of Bus!
Rall replacemant baing the aothar maln
toples. &g members will zee from items
slsowhere in this (and provious ssuss)
the tide seams 1o b turning against the
Serpell approach bo reailways and we
hope that 1985 will be the year in which
the folly of continual cuts and closuras
|l Tinally be roalsad and peopla will b
parsuaded to “TRY THE TRAIM AGAIN"1

The future of British Ralbways lies
through DEVELOPMENT - and that in-
cludes construction of a rail-basad
Channel Tunnel — WHICH SHOULD BE
BUILT MOW?

RAILGUIDES

Most modarn  guidebooks sssuma
that tourists have cars. We in RDS hawe
atared a speries of guidebooks for those
whio do nol have cars or & least do nol
want to wse tham all the time Our
Hailguides describa the rail rowies In a
particular area and the places of nterest
alang them, whila also ancouraging the
reader o explore further from raitheads
by bus, bicycle ar on foot.

EAST ANGLIA BY RAIL, our first such
guide, sobd 3000 copies in 1384 and a
apcond enlarged and updated sdition i
being published for us this year by
Jarmalkde, i will cost £1.9% and can be
arderad from your local bookamhogp.

LINCOLNSHIRE BY RAIL, encouraging
you 16 visit guch places sa Skegnoss,
Spalding, Lincoln and Clesthorpes, is o
b publishad an March 200h and will cost
£1.80, ADS mernbers can order it in
advance for only £1.60 (post freel from
John Ssunders, Stockeell Gate, Wap-
Ieeide, Spalding. Lincs PE12 BUE [cheques'
POs pavable to RADS Lincolnshim
Bramch).

&ny member interasted in halping
compile such a book for another @
should conmtact Trevar Garmod at .
Clapham Road, Lowestoft NR32 1RO

TRAIN AND BIKE

In 1283 and 1984 seweral RDS mam-
bers underook sponsored cycle rides
wehich, apart from being fun (sicll, were
usatul publicity and Tund-radsing svents,

Friends of the Earth have designated
May 110h—19th 1985 as Mational Bike
Week and we hope lo participate in this.

Thursday May 16th is sel aside for
events publicising bicycles and pubdlic
transport and could b used by local
ROS branches for publicising the ke
on Lrains Tacilivies (of, in soma places,
lack of itl),

Sunday May 1Hh & sel asside for
rallies and sponsored rides; we in ADS
hope 10 organise ol leasl a coupla ol
suich rides to places that we are rying o
get back on to the raileay map, At the
time ol writing plans are to nde o
Winslow (Bucks) and Corby (Norihants)
fram thoir nearest railheads lat least tan
milgs awayl and back.

FREIGHT REPORT

The Freight Sub-Commities has met
a1 regular two-monthly intervals 28
times since s inauguration.  Marny
fraight topics have baan discusasd and
pursued wia BR, companias, county
councils and private wagon oparators,
Although much of the work s dong in
confidence and cannot be published,
mambars will parhaps be interested in
three or four “sample” items from
recent agandas.

Al the lasi meeting In 5L ves, Cam-
bridgashire, we met a member of the
UK. managamant team of V. T.G. [LLK.)
Lid This firm provides an excellent
axample af the large amount of private
capital being invested in B.R. and the
confidence private industry has in tha
devaloping “Spoediink” network. Tha
manager of V.T.G. detailed tha back-
ground of the Garman panent company,

~smphasising that the LK. operation has
pustify its own oparations separately
from its massive progenitor. The V.T.G.
German company oparates 25,000 rail
tank and bulk wagons, 7,000 rall wank
containers, 2 wagon repair shops, 64
rivar =g aing vessels and also ofl-ghore ofl
supply facilities. The managing indus-
trind group “Preusssg” has 8 world tum-
ower of £200 million.

By conirast, V.T.G. (UK) iz a small
oparation in terme of employess and
relatively small in terms of wagons, The
UK. operation really started in 1977
when it became clear that B.R. was
commitied to some kinds of wagon-load
traffics, The company then invested in
wagons of continental design which
waore far ahood of their UK. aquivalonts
of that time. The gradual build-up of tha
floot matchaed the raffic growth, which
waas al first slow but s now haalthy and
accelerating. At first 140 “Type Ons”

~imur axle vans woere bull, scon o ba
llowed by a8 “Type Two™ varant of
which 210 are now in service, Thair 52 to
55 tonne load capacity, logether with
BR.'s excellent “Spesdlink” service,
makes tham wvery popular. Additianally
0 steel coil carriers, with 1elescopic
hiostls, ware built and have proved very
popular with the British steal industry.
A5 a result BD more are in course of
construction and delivery will com-
rmence fram April 1985, On complation
of this delivery V.T.G. (UK.) will have
5% high capacity vehicles in their LLK.
flesat,

Thess wagons serve bwo distinct mar-
keis; one is the more obvious LK. -
Continent— LK. route, on which wehi-
cles display the ttla “V.T.G. - Forry-
wagon”, the other = the growing inter-
nal LK. market. BR, and V.T.G. co-
operate in allocating the most suitable
wagons o new traffics in intermnal ULE.
wiorkings.

On UK ~Continental work the rates
and volume of traffic reflact the weak-
reiess of the ULK. economy — [he rates srne
higher and traffics stronger INTO
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Britnin. The rotes for “southbound® traf-
fic, where fraffic volumes are lower,
have 1o be flaxibda, It is, however, an-
couraging to learn that export traffic by
rail s growing.

I wais abso encouraging to learn how
closely the privale wagon opserators
work with B.R, representatives snd of
the high regard the private operators
have for the acumaen of B.A. reps. In fact
it was stated that B.A.'s operation and
marketing LEADS Europs in many ways,
but, unfortunately, not in voluma. En-
eouraging too is the large investment in
British gusge wagons not only by V.T.G
but also by Cargowaggon, Danzas,
Transfesa and the various national rail
systems. The Frelght Sub-Commities
are, neadless to say, in touch with these
gthar private wagon operators and also
give them the |eads that you have sant in
for traffic potential.

Maore good news is the positive dev-
glopment of rock salt traffic by British
Rail = this traffic was virluaslly sl road-
bound untll recently. The RDS Freight
Sub-Commiftee has boan instrumential
in ancouraging B.A. to carry on the good
work of axpansion. As a result of an odd
raply from Hampshire County Councll to
one of our mamber's periodic enguiries
a3 1o the council's attftude 1o rail fraight
iwe urge councils to do something pos-
itive about putting thetr own freight on
1o rall instead af writing aboaut it ploushy
in structure plans] we surveyed avery
council in Britkin abouwt their rock salt
supplies. Mearly all replied copiously,
with tha resull that wa wers able io
present a detailed paper on the possibili-
ties of the expansion of the traffic from
Winsford, Cheshire, to all paris of
Britain.

B.A's Livarpoal freight office hoed
already expanded the traffic to Scot-
land’s Regional Councils; Steve Wilkin-
san and George Boyle of tha Fraigh
Sub-Committes were invited to Liver-
pool 1o discuss the papor and werne given
a deseription of the very positive efforts
B.R. now make o develop this traffic
Thers ara also problems — not the least
of thess being corrosion in wagons and
short circuiting of track circuiis! We
ware very encouraged by a recent
‘phana call fram Liverpool, telling us
that the first tran load to Cambridge-
shire for many yoars was about to arrive
at S5i. Neots. Other consignmants have
gone o various southern counties, All
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kinds of wagons have béen pressed into
sarvice, including the two axle conlamer
flats e well a8 new containens built for
the mowe into “Speedlink® by domestic
coal traffic from England to Scotland.

Our news is not abways good. A most
worrying loss is the transfer 1o roed of
thas brick traffic at Stowartby = this traffic
was previoushy moved by “Fredghtliner”
to King's Cross and Garston. Alerted by
the excellent, very active, Bediord-
Blatchley Line Users’ Group, we joinad
thern in 8 concarted acthon by writing o
the London Brick Company, Bedford-
shire County Councll, Local M.P.s and
Parish Councils. Beds.C.C. were alarmed
about tha huge increase in lomry traffic
and made strenuous afforts 1o get the
LB.C. to change i3 mind - to no avail.
The Freight Sub-Commities offered
several ideas for rail altematives — again
to o avail, it is ironic that the C.E.G.B. is
affering to buy properly or give large
double glazing grants to villages on the
“tamporary” lorry routs 1o the projoected
Sirewell Powar Station — lofry move-
manis which will be eguivalent to thosa
to be permanent i the Bediord ares,
The C.E.G.B. has also offered to use rail
for construction traffic. it is a pity that tha
LB.C. has so linle concemn for it's en-
vironmant,

To and on & good note. It is pleasing
that BR. |8 responding to the rophdly
grnw‘irm timbser industry in Scotland,
whars tha great loresis are now matu-
ring. Many timber loads, for which all
kinds of wagons have been pressed into
service, are reporied o bse passing
thraugh Preston.

P. Waksfield (F.5.C.mambar)

SPEEDLINK

An article by Philip Berasiord in the
*Sunday Times" of 2Mh January 1985
causnd apprehension among some
"Speadiink” cusiomaers by speculsiing
that the future of the “Speedlink” service
was al risk because of financial lossas
due (o the miners’ strike. An enquiny by
Peter Wakefield of tha RDS Freight Sub-
Committés to BA showed that this
suggestion was entirely without found-
ation and that it had prompted B.R.'s
Railfresght section 10 send & circular,
stating that B.R. had no intention of
withdrawing from “Spesdlink®, to its
customers 8t the end of January.




Where RDS has succeeded

Sir,

A correspondent in your December
issun sugpesis that RDS “has not really
been successiul™ in publicising imalf or
convincing prospective members of its
effectivensss or that it has "an efective
and convincing campaign strategy”.

s a member of the Socety (and one
al its predecessora) since 1968, | can
assura recently joined members that
RDS ks more successiul thatitused to be.

Since 1978 we heve published six
books and at leas! & doren differoent
leaflets nationally; we now have a full
pags i avery lasus of "Aail Enthusiast”™,
thanks 1o Leslie Freitag. and | hewe
personally lost count of the number of
radio and television broadcasts | have
done since 1975,

Membership has trebled in six years,
which indicates that we are getting
through to mone prospactive members
than we usad 1o = but thare is still plenty
of room for iImprovement.

Wa do have a siraiegy — but parhaps
the Matlonal Committes (or, dare | say i1,
tha RDN Editorial board?] has not com-
riunkcated this fully to the membership.
For the record, that strategy includes:

(a) Bullding & structurs of 15 regional
branchas (we have 1050 far and at least
2 mara ame dus to be formad in aary
1585)L

(b} Forming users’ groups on all gec-
ondary routés (more then 40 such
groups:have been formed since 1878).

el Systematic contact with MPs
through our recently created Parfiamen-
tary Liaison Commiiies.

fd] Regular contact with BR manage-
ment and unlons nationally and struc-
turing our spacialist sub-commiteas on
Freight, Inter-City passenger i) to
Facilitate this.

(e} Taking ewery opportunity 1o com-
rment an consultative documents ssued
by loscal and national govermman.

ifl Publicising railguides (e.g. to East
Anglia and Lincolnshire] to parsuade &
non-anthusiast sudience that rail ravel
= and, we hope, RDS - is & good thing.

igl An Anti-Closure Fund and & strat-
aﬂvmﬁwmwﬂlm we hiave put into
affect over March-Spalding, Sattle-
Carlisle, Goole—Gilberdyke and else-
whara.

Trewvar Garrod
Lowestoft, Suffalk

Liverpool Street - Colchester

Sir,

&5 B society with the mterests of
raihways 8l haarl and apparently wath the
aar of British Rail, is there nothing we
cikn do about the appalling servica on
thi: Livierpool Strést to Colehéster route?

Traing mun an time perhaps once a
week, they are half an hour late &t
Chalmslond seviral tirmes & wesk and

thare is o major disruption (derailment,
fire, owarhead lines downl, Gausing
delays of one hour or mone, ot least once
a month, This, added to the generally
decrepit state of stations and folling
stock, is hardly calculsted to attract
people 1o the raibways. | am seriously
thinking of mowving houss just to gel
sway from i

| roaliss that these problams are partly
aconsequance of lack of investment and
spanding on maintenance (a8 visit to
W.Germany last summar showsd ms
howw 3 railway can ba run given adeguite
commitmantl, but many of the problemas
appear 1o be due 10 operating methods
exacerbated by @ total lack of crisis
management, The stalf on the spot do
their best (apart from the oneswho don't
turn up ot all) but they usually have no
information on what s happening or
what action should be takén 1o alleviate
the problarm.

i is enough to turn & railway enthusi-
ast into 8 busway supporiar]

M. Ward
Chalmalord, Esaax
South London Line Under
Threat?
Sir,

Thera anm ominous signe that the next
London rail link to be threstensd with
closume could well be the South London
Line fram Victoris to Londan Bridgs vis
Denmark Hill. Until a year ago this line
had a regular service throughout the day
but, in May 1384 this was drastically cut
to Monday 1o Friday peak hours only,
with no trains &t all a1 weekands, Fur-
tharmiora, of the trains that DO atill run, a
number stan or erminato short of Vic
toria at Battersea Park, necessitating an
incorvanisnt changn there, while some
traing have a booked wail of several
minutes at Denmark Hill, resulting in an
irritating extension of journey tirmes, All
these factors combing to make the ling
lass and lass attractive to passangers.

The two stations worst hit by the
rundown are Wandeworth Road and
Clapham, neither of which is sarved by
any other trains. The decling & most
marked ot Clapham, which s now un-
staffed, ill-Iit and semi-derelict |despite
part of it being a listed building) and now
wirtually devald of shelter since the
remowval of the platfarm canopy. Despite
this beeing & well-populated ares the
marning service here consists of a mare
four trains in one directhon and flve in the
other, at half-hour intervals. For some
mmason the first few traine of the day
don't stop thara ot all. On thess 18rma
the station cannol hope to compete with
Clapham MNorth tubge station jusi across
the rsad, although, betweaen therm, these
o staticns provide a seldom-adver-
tised but potentially quite usaful BRALT
interchange.

MEMBERS' PLATFORM

| hawve writton 1o BR sboul tha sorry
sigte of affairs on this ling but, frankhy,
thelr reply gives little cause for opti-
mism. The familiar signs of "progress-
iwa™ rundown ara already appenent. My
wiew i that, if wea are not caraful, thiswil
be the next London roule to “get tha
chap”,
Graham Larkisey
Landaon SYW17

(1t ks sad that the service culs mantioned
by Mr, Larkbey virtually colncided with
the rebuilding of the burni-oul siation
building a1 Denmark Hill aa & highly
pevpular “real ale” pub. Thare was suraly
an opporiunity here to increase rail use
by means of an imaginative sdveriising
campalgn. Unfortunately Denmark Hill
staticn dos not aven axhilit i1s name or
a BR sign and even local people hisess,
spsry knotvn D BXISRS BLUTRIESE W
iodd that it is still open| ED)

RDS in Wales

Sir,

I always enjoy &nd look forward to
reading RDOMN. Regarding lssue No.22
may | sugaest that you maka the front
oover as atiractive as possible by usang
photographs illustrating current raill
chirvitl prnienL. Ag RDN is the mouthpeace
of the Society it should have a siriking
cover, particularty when it is sent o
BLP.a, VI Pgate, | find it stimulating ta
see pictures of special trains and loco-
motives a8 it ingludes positive action by
ROS. Please continue this featural

On the Bth Decembar last year | atien-
ded & well supported meaating callsd
"RDS in Wales™ in the area manager's
offica st Shrewsbury station. 1 =
disappainting to learn that we have ¢
30 or so mambars in Wales, In order (o
increase support why don't we intno-
duce a cheaper subscription in the hope
that wa can persuads people 1o P ot
the full rate? Or form line groups lgthing
prople join ot & rate of, say, E17 Again
this might stimulate more growth. Wa
need RDS ewearywhers, partioularty &n
‘Wales!

Chris Magnar
Bridgeanorth, Shropshire

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

The Editor will consider for publi-
cation letters and articles (such as the
abovel. Any opinicns axprossed, o
ewer, musl nol be taken a8 necessarily
rl'ﬂa:tin%tht official views of the Soci-
&ty The Edilor ales resandes tha right o
make "culs” and other alterations which
ratain the sonse of the original copy.

We are shways pleasad fo receive
pood guality black & white prints of
subjects of intorest o members lor
imclusion in the joumal,

LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

As reported elaswhere in this issus
RDS (London & Home Counties) has
been given a respite from the un-anding
round of rall-closure inquiries with the
defermeant of the LAP.C. hearing inlo
the closura of Marylebona, until the
Summer, which should enable it
develop its argumants against this
shori-sighted proposal more axien-
sively. &1 the time of wriling 8 Supple-
mant by B.R. to tha “Heads of Infor-
rmation” had only just been receivaed by
the Bramch, RDS has besn working in
close co-operation with the local users’
groups and meetings for objectors to
discuss the implicathons, with sach other
and with BR were held at the end of
January.

——

Leas encoursging, howevar, was the
news [announced Bth February) thai ihe
Minister had finally given his consent to
the closure of Tunbndge Walls— Eridga,
soma 2 years after the T.U.C.C. Inquiry
Aftar all this tima it hardly seems warth-
while B.R. implementing the closure at
altl

Maanwhile the London Regional Pass-
engars’ Commities aubmitted to the
Secratary of State its repornt on the
closure of Broad Stroet=Dalgton Jun-
ction just before Christmas, largely
supporting the points made by the RDS
and other objectors al tha Imguiry in
Octobser. In particular the call for a “High
Leval" sintion within the new complex
to enable the “City Link" - the lifeline of
the sarvice — 10 be malntained. Unfor-
tunataly fate intervensd iowards the end
of the year with & massive earth slip and

nbankmant collapse al Hampsisad

.aath which has sffectively cut the line
in half, forcing BR 1o run & makoshift
half-houwrly service with & none oo
afficient altarnative bus service between
Camden Road and Willesden Junction.

The “rush-hours only® link between
Camden Foad and ‘Willesden [Low
Levell wia Primrose Hill has, however,
cofma inlo its own with an augmenied
all-day service to alleviale the position,
but the present situation i3 still highly
unsatisfactory and in its supplemeaniary
evidance submitted just before Christ-
mas (o the Secretary of State fon the
closure of Broad Strest) the Branch
sought an assuwrance that BR would not
be allowed 10 use I 85 an excuse 1o cul
the service back even further, but also
stresaad the incroasing age of as infra-
structure and the need for greater inves-
tment to permit its proper maintenence
orF renswal

Tha position an Stratford - Tottenham
Hala also remaing uncless and similar
repragentations have been made. Not-
withstanding & very sucoessful “Tram-
in™ was bald towards the end of Sep-

REGIONAL NOTES

tomber and a similar event s planned for
Friday 15 March [See "RAILONDON® for
full detakiz).

Dur A.G.M. at the House of Commons
on 13 Nowvember mustered somae 40
mambers; the Committes elections
wars something of a “cliff-hanger”
wiorihy of the setting of the meating but
tha Secrotary of State for Transport
apparently had othar plans for our invi-
ted speakers, Peter Snape and Robert
Adley, and our sponsar, Nigel Spearing,
put together an impromtu talk on local
transport topics. The main msues de-
bated ware the success of the £2 Senior
Citizen fare, run during November, and
representations 10 BR 1o repeat it have
met with gquite a helpful response.
Maarwhils in response 1o anothar Roso-
lution passed at the mesting a Members
Forum has been arranged in London for
28 March, when, apan from the main
topic “abalition of the GLC™, members
will ba able to put down guestions on
Branch and Society podicy on any rail-
way matter affecting London and tha
South East (Branch members will have
bean ssparately notified in our Mews-
lettar “RAILOMNDON").

Dther meetings, including a Regional
one in alther Chalmeford or Tonbridge,
are planned for the Spring bui for the
tima baing rall closures unforunately
tend 1o dominate the ecene. The Branch
guidebook “Kent and Easi Sussex by
Rail® is coming along wall but publi-
cation is not now planned until Spring
1986, 10 coincide with tha completion of
the electrification between Tonbridge
and Hastings. Somathing to calabrale
tor a change!

John Barfiald

WEST MIDLANDS

Thi: West Midiands County Council
has authorized expanditure of £250.000
to draft a Parliamentary Bill in the
autumn for the initial B-mile route of a
strept and underground repid ransi
line. The route would run from Castle
Bromwich in the sast along the main
Washwood Heath Road to Aston Uni-
verslty where it would go underground
1o serve Snow Hil, New St. Civic Centra,
and Five Ways at thea west and of the city
centre. Funds would be sought Irom the
Government and the EE.C. for its con-
struction, which could not be completed
before 1550,

To further the campaign o re-open
tha Cannock line the Walsall Rail Sup-
porters have circulated a report to
Counciliors and the press which eviden-
ces enough usage to achieve braak-
oven, Staffordshire County Council
needs 1o spend a mere C197.000 to build
three naw stations and tha report urges
& positive declsion. Also in January the
West Midlands PTE suggested that a

new slation may be bullt at Friar Pasi/
Charemont on the ‘Walsall-Birming-
ham lina. Since Movember tha lina's off-
peak frequency has been increased 1o
hat-hourdy and RDS voluntsers aided
publiclty by producing 5,000 leallets and
digtributing them around Hamstesd
slation,

In response 1o cur earlier suggestion,
BR are now arranging two “Rail Waaks"
at Raddich from 2% March to B Apnl,
when a Cinema Coach, two locomaotiees
and various stands will ba availabla, The
ADS will be participating. not least W
promote @ Redditch - Porsmouth char-
ter on May Day. The still increasingly
popular Redditch train senvice wall
calabrate the fifth birthday of s impro-
vied timetable in May with a musch enlar-
ged car park and further sarvice impro-
wEMEants.

On 18 January Britinh Rail published
formal notice of 15 plans 1o sever part of
the Henley-in-Arden line and divert
Stratlord-upon-Avon  services.  Both
routes would then be reduced 1o a 2-
hourly frequancy, Tha RDS |[Midlands)
will be wvigorously aiding objectors and
has published a new plan urging reten-
tisn of the line, partly by singling bat
with a new semi—fast service which
would retain the hourly ssrvics bt
winuld cut oparating costs drastically.
Thae ADS scheme entitied “Avon Ex-
press” has been widely circulated and il
Is koped that BR can serously conssdar
It &8s an altemnalive 1o its s&vere and
unnacessary closure plan, Objections
wirrs duss o be with tha T.U.C.C. for tha
Midlands, Room 408, Windsor House, 3
Temple Row, Birmingham, B2 G&JX
bietore Sih March. (Probably before this
issua is in the hands of members EDL)

A start has been made on the long-
awaited now station for Telford and
from May 1986 BR hope 1o, S18r1 8 new
dirmct  Abedystwyth—Euston Inlentity
gervice using alr-cond|tionad stock.

Alan Bevan

EAST ANGLIA

Branch Chairman, Steve Wilkinson,
wirs inlerviewed on local televizion fol-
lowing the lavnch of “Rail Strategy for
East Anglia®, a major policy |eaflet
igsund by the ADS &t the end of Movem-
ber. Copies have gone to many people
and organizations — including all local
County Councillars. Ons result has besn
a meeting with a Badfordshire County
Councillor who ig ksen on reapening the
station at Arlesay, between Hitchin and
Biggleswada.

All members of Norfolk County Coun-
cil Transport Committes werg invited to
the launch of “Rail Sirategy” in Norwich,
but all were obviously loo busy sither (o
attend or to sand apologies. Norfolk
County Councll has refused 1o joln the
East Norfolk and Suffolk Rail Alllance,




saying that this would give the impres-
aion that it was not equally interested in
ather lines im the county.

This Alliance has been sel up on the
initiative of Great Yarmouth Borough
Council, to ba ready 1o fight the closure
of thie Resdham - Yarmouth line, i and
when closure proposals are published.
The Alliance is alo planning 10 carry oul
gurvieys of usars of tha lne in the coming
maonths, and to promate maone attractive
sarvicas on it, Most Parish and District
Councils alfected by the line are mem-
bars of the Alliasnce, as |8 RDS and, of
course, the local users' group, East
Morfalk Travalless’ Association,

On the southern outsking of Cromer,
Rowghton Road Halt {for which our
Sacisty slarted campaigning ten yoars
agol is not now expected 10 De opan
bafore Mey. The halt is being buill as
partof a job creation schame, and. partly
because of site access difficullies, work
on i has been very spasmodic. RADS has
again 'writien expressing concem o
Morth Norfolk District Council, which s
paying for and supervising the work,

BR's Anglia East electrification
schema is making good progress and
from 13 May, Ipswich should snjoy an
glectriic train o Liverpood Strest on
average overy 40 minutes. Wa look
forward to celebrating the success of
this service a1 & major RDS public maot:
ing in Ipswich Town Hall st 2,0.pom. an
Saturday B June, when our guest
speaker will ba John Ellig, BR Assistant
General Manager, Eastern Reglon.

On the evening of Tussday 15 Jan-
uary. despite sirocious weathar. thare
wias 8 good sttendance a1 an ADS public
meeting in Cambridge. Mike Foulkes, BR
Project Manager for the Anglia alactr-
fication scheme autlinged the progress of
thework, with particular referance to the
Bishops Stortiord—Cambridge line, He
revealed that work should be complete
by tha end of 1986, athough difficultios
over power supplies from the CEGE
would delay the star of electric services
until May 1987, it is hoped that, afuer
electrification, jpurney times from Cam-
bridge to Liverpoal Strost will ba e
duced to 56 minutes, with further
improvemenis following tha remodel-
ling and resignalling of Liverpool Stree
Statlon and its approaches. A new BR
passonger sureey and siudy will aim o
improve services and minimize prob-
lema for passengers from north of
Cambridge.

Mr Foulkes also revealed that BR is to
rriake g fresh submission n the first half
of thia vear 1o thea Department of Trans-
port on the electrification of the Cam-
bridge - Royston ling, 1o, permit through
servicas lo King's Cross. Thay are confi-
dent that they have a better case than
préviously, and thet suthorization will
soon be forthcoming.

Travor Garrod

YORKSHIRE

Afer an 18-maniih battle, inltiated by
the Goole and District Ralbway Action
Comminge, British Rail have agreed to
withdraw the Sec. 66 notice for the
dogure of tha line fram Goole to Gilbar-
dyke, Following & mesting in January
betwesn British Rall and the Chairman
ol thie Humberside County Council it has
bean agreed that the Council will pay
Britigh Fail CB00,000 forthwith and that
British Rail will then set abowt repairing
the central jetty of the Goole Bridge and
guaranies the use of the ling for the naxt
fen yoars. These amangemants were
dus 1o ba conlirmed by the Humberside
Labour Group at their meeting on 21
January, In addition British Rail will
stipulate that only one river channel is 1o
ba used by ships panirhhlhrn-unh tihe
bridge and this will probably ba floodlit
at night. The line from Gilberdyke to
Salby will be singlad,

The Yorkshire T.U.C.C. is to be amal-
gamated with the North Eastern T.U.C.C.
in April, The new T.ULC.C., will hawe its
heradquarters in York and the Committes
will congist of equal numbers from
Yorkshire and the Morth East.

It s expectad that the Department of
Transport will shortly announce which
of the two aliemalive routes it has
chasen for the extension of the Airedale
Trunk Rosd from Cottinglay, near Bing:
ley, 10 Shiplay. The Aire Valley Presar-
wition Society, with 15 years of experi-
enca bahind them, expects thousands of
objections to the proposals, no matter
which route is chosen, and promise the
Department of Transport a vary rough
rida and possibly legal actlon. The
Growp maintain that f more money was
put into public trangport the road would
nol be nesdad ai all, but such vidws ans
puraly heresy to Whitehall.

British Rail are planning to modemizoe
the stations at Thirsk and Northallerton
at a cost of C138,000. They wers hoping
that bocal councils might provide £28,000
towands the cost. However, the Morih
Yorcshire County Council, Morthallérton
Tawn Council and Hambleton District
Council have all refused 10 make any
contribution, so tha stations may well
finigh up with & bus sheller on & bare
platform. Railway expenditure has
naver basn popular with the North York-
shire councils.

Local Towrlgt Centres have indicated
that thare is & growing demand for &
“Dales Rail” service between York and
Wansheydale and the Wansbydale and
Swalaedale Trangport Users’ Group ang
trying to gat this started, but one of the
difficulties is that the platform &t Ley-
burn has baan demolishad.

In South Yorkshine mnﬁﬁnﬁr:uunﬁlu
bai iven o starting sorme of the
Flnrgl?l. traing from Barmsley, instead of
Sheffield, and also to the pessibility of 3
late evening train from Shaffield to

Huddarsfield,
Deannia Bradbury

NORTHWEST

Chashire County Council has pro-
ducad a document entitled “The Role of
Raibways in Chashire®. Tha documsnl
was consultative and comments on it
had to be with the County Council by
315t December 1984 The local Branch of
RDS submitied a four-page responsa
iavailatle from the Branch on meoeipt of
Elp. 1o cover cost of postage and print-
ingl". In response the Branch high-
lighted the following: —

ja} Electrification. There should be
widespread electrification, in particular
af the Hooton-Chester and Hooton-
Helsby linéa, a3 wall as the Crews o
Holyhead |via Chester) and Liverpood 1o
Manchesiar {via Warrington| lines,

b Line redapen ng. Branch says
that there is a case for reopening the
goods-only line betwoesn Warringlon,
Lymm and Manchester to passengers.

fc) Now stations. The Report says that
there could be a casa for new statl
Beeston Castle, Overpool and Mai
lands Road to which Nst the Brancn
added Mickle Trafford, Shaw Heath and
Willaston,

{d]l Refurbishing of stations. The
Branch wrges the local authorities and
users’ groups 1o undert ake urgent action
with respect to the several stations;
namely Delamere. ince & Elton, Elies-
mera Port and Litthe Sution.

@] Line-singling. The Branch regrets
BA's decision to single the 10-mile
Chester-'Wrexham lina. We are concar-
ned at the affect that this could have on
service reliability as well as on future
axpaniion, For (his reason we suggest
that BR sither (i) ret@in the redundant
track in situ for a trial period whila the
gingle-track service |s monilored for
rediability, or (il provide a modenn pess-
ing loop roughly hatf-way along the lne,
We welcome BR'S temporary decision
nol 1o sngle the Dee Marsh to Bidet=—s,
section of the Wrexham —Bidston lin

Sentie—Carisia: The T.LCC. lor the
Yorkshire Area has now come fonsarnd
with dates for public hearings ino tha
clogure proposals. They are:— Sefthe:
13,1415 May; Skipton: 2021 May,
Lesds: 13,714,158, June 1985, There afe
growing moves o get a full pullic
hearing into the closure under Sec. 30 of
the 1962 Transport Act. This sayvs that
thas Ministar .. may hold inguirles for
the purpose of his powers undar this
Act...". This mowe is strongly supported
by the main local authorities along tha
line and, of course, by the Seitle to
Carisle Jobmi Action Commiltaa (the
afliance of ROS, TAHDD and FOSCLAL
Such a hearing would not be Emited in
the avidence it could consider in the way
that the T.L.C.Cs are.

To prove a poind, several parish and
town councils along the line want to saa
the restoration of a moming service inko
Carlisle, with a return lata aftermoon,
This would be for siudents (espacially}
and pomimuters. Al the moament students
firam places like Kirkby Stephen have an

almost impossible job to get to Carlisle.
The SCJIAC has bong badn srguing thst
theere is a large latent demand Tor using
the line which BR's sparse service doas
nol in any way satisfy.

On the South Fylde line since BR axed
the through morning commuter trains
from Blackpool South and the corres-
ponding evening returns the South
Fylde Line Users' Association (formed
by RDS and T2000) has been fighting (o
see thase trains restored. i seems that
BA have decided that thay have & poinl
From May this year there will be a
sarvica from Manchester Victoria 1o
Blackpool South leawing Manchestar &l
1730 The group will now conoentrate
an winning a through train in the morn.
ing w Manchester,

Al Windermere money is still neaded
1o help improve the station (Ses RDN
Mo 22). Aryons wishing (o halp this very

~qrtimwhile project or simply wishing to
A out mdre Bbaout th e shoubd wiite
ta: = Malcodm Conway, Secratary, Lakes
Line Action Group, & Summer How,
Shap And, Kendal, Cumbria. Fears are
growing locally that some popular trains
are going to be axed from the line's
timetable from May 1985, This will come
about because of the recasting of the
Whest Coast main line services intowhich

this branch foads.
Richard Watts

On Merssyside [concéming the [tem
on Liverpool—5t.Helens electrification
in ADN Na.21) it should have been said
that Merseyside PTE and Merseyside
County Council are undertaking the
feasibdlity Study. The invalvement of BR
is a5 a technical consultant and operator,
acting on bahat of the Exscutive.

The Rock Ferry—Hooton electrifi-

J&gtion is on schadule for completion in
y but users will hawe to wait wntil 30
waptember for the officlal start of the
new sarvics, to sllow for & period of crew
training on the new Class 508 units. The
e atation at Bromborough Raka will
cost a littke over C200,000 and is expec-
tad to be ready for the first day of elactnic
service. The previously unstaffed station
at Spital has been refurbished and is
now fully manned, The go-ahesd has
been given for the development of a new
car park and bus station st Hooton but
CONUOVErsy NoWw Bulfounds the pro-
posed busirall interchange at Brom-
borough, owing to 8 patition by local
residents whao fesl that thers will be a
corain amount of dangar as 8 resull of
an expecied increase in freguancy of
buses using the facility. Howaver, thase
fears appear 1o be somewhal exagger-
ated and it is hoped that the problem will

soon be sohved.

A% a shesr comncidence, 1985 also sees
the 100th Anniversary of the opening of
the Mersey Rallway. Some form of cel-
ebration may therefore be expected on
commancemant of the new sarvica.

Mike Braslin

NORTH MIDLANDS

District councillors continue o
oppose BR's plans to divert Shaffield -
51 Pancras expresses via Derby instead
of Alfreton and Mansfield Parkway,
Local suthorties coniribuled E£60,000
towards the cost of bullding “Parkway
in 1973 1o serve a catchmant area of
some 200,000 people, but future ser-
vices seam likely to be limited 10 the fwo
Scottish trains, s new Cambeidge to
Blackpool service replacing the Barrow-
in-Furnass trabn, and DMUs making up a
tern-hourly headway to Nottingham and
Shaffield, A morning through traln o
Londan may be retained. Al presant the
sarvice is both infrequent and imegular,
but does offer seversl through tralns to
tha capital. The Association of District
Councils continues to press Tor alectrifi-
cation of the Midland Main line from
Badford through to Sheffald.

Omnly a solitary lemer in the local press
markad tha 20th snniversary ol Mana-
fiedd's isolation from the passenger
metwork. With a population risen to
59,000, the town remains the largest in
Britain without a station; the nearest
facility ia ot Parkway, over 8 miles dis-
tant, RDS will continue 1o campaign for
tha restoration of passenger trains,
although this is unlikely untll more fex-
ible financial rules can be applied as
sugpgested in the “Review of Rural Rail-
weaya”.

Varlous tmetable improvements
suggested by the Lincoln—Momingham
Rail Users’ Group should be implaman-
ted in May, whan sarvices will run inta
tha restored Central Siation at Lincain
linstead of 51 Marks), affording battar
connections and conditions besides
economeas in operation. The ides of
possible rerouting via the Lowfields
Branch and Newark Northgate, giving
East Coast Main Line connections, has
been abandoned. Some trains do curr-
ently ssrve both Newark stations by
maans of a double reversal: it has bean
suggestad that a direct link betwaen the
twi wiould eliminate one reversal and
tha expansive-to-maintain flat diamond
crassings with the ECML. Al the Notiting-
ham end, BR have stated that a sugges-
tod station st Dunkirk to serve Natting-
ham University, the teaching hospital,
snd pdjscant industry, would have 1o ba
fundad by the local authoritiea

There was a media launch @ Derby in
November for the prototype three-car
Claas 150 DMU, which s balng tested in
TEVEnue-eaming sarvice on the steeply-
graded Matiock Branch.

Malcolm Goodall

LINCOLNSHIRE

RDS is pressing for Skegness to be
restored to the “Golden Rall® schema,
and will be promaoting the atiractions of
this resort and other rail-sarved places
of interest in Lincolnshire and South
Humberside in the forthcoming guide-

book “Lincolnshire by Rail™. The book
will ba Isunched al 8 public mesting in
51 MaryJe-Wigford Church Hall inext to
Cantral Station) Lincoln, a1 2.00 p.m. on
Saturday 30 March,

CORNWALL

At an ADS public masting in Falmouth
al the and of October 1384, the Falmouth
Line Users’ Association was formed,
and ita membership s growing steadily.
ADS has now launched a survey of local
opinian on the Mewguay branch with a
wiew to forming & similar users’ group
tharra,

Trevor Garrod

Trevor Garrod

WALES

Rail users in South Wales now have a
Ml Of ganisation O speak up for tham at
a critical time of change. Glamorgan Rail
Usars’ Federation [(GAUF) is already
taking part In consultation about the
future of local services and commenting
on BR timetable plans. Lines radiating
from Cerdiff to Barry, Penarth, Rhym-
nay, Corylon, Marthyr and Trehorben
are tha first focus of attention for GRUF,
wiich was sal up following a iocal RDS
mesting.

Secretary of State for Wales, MNicholas
Echwards, s suggesting that the sys-
tesm’s funding ba handad over to a joint
board of county councile, which would
soon be subject to the normal overall
control of local rmiant s ding
and would be able 10 divert its share of
the P50 gramt to road schemes, GRUF is
sirongly opposing this move,

Positive action by BR on fares, market-
ing and a madium-1erm guaranigs on
the system's future have brought real
gaing in confidence and revenus, but
there are threats from new road building
and sction by train crows over with-
drawal of Sunday morming pourmeys.

Itis hoped that the groat success of the
new,cownty fundad ays station will
open minds to the possibility of restor-
ation of services to Aberdare. BR alroady
hawe proposals of their own for halts fo
sarve now housing areas, Cardiff itaalf is
proposed as the location for a revolu-
tionary elevated side-suspension ~super-
tram” (o take owar from some local rasl
and bus services.

Glamorgan's other railway, the South
Wales main |ine west 1o Swansea, is just
as important as the vallays network for
Iccal iravel and GRUF will be able to take
up any users’ isEues on this rowte as its
contacts and reputation grow, Mem ber-
ship and an information pack is open o
all for a minlmum of £1.00 from Mes
Peaggy Macksy, 13 5t.Mary’s Rosd,
Whitchurch, Cardiff, South Glamogrgan,

CF4 TAH.
Rod Mackay

Az reported in our last issee BR plan 1o
spand £5.5m, over the next two years on
modearnising the Cambrian Cosst and
Central Wales hnas with radio signalling




gnd automating level crossings. The
rnaw Clags 160 “Sprinter” DMUs are also
dastingd for these SEreicEs,

Crew training is also taking place at
Shrowsbury for the Cambrian Line
SUMIMar sarvices in 1985, utilizing Class
3T locos, There is now an appreciable
timbaer traffic from Scotland o Welsh
pool. BR are introducing North YWalas
South Walas trains this SUmmean

Chris Magner

SCOTLAND

In Fife passanger services are safa for
thie timie baing ovar the Parh- Ledybank
line and interest is growing in the need
for & station ol Néwburgh, A campaign
for & station at Wormit is in full swing
Tha Raglanal Council s to invastigato. kn
supporting the Wormil Raill Action
Girowp RDS has argued that if il reduces
parking pressurng in Dundes by a8 fow oS
40 spaces, a Warmit £tation would hawve
justified it cost [with the mphcation
that Tayside should contribube),

M.E.Fife Distract Council has bean re-
caiving lemars from peaople wiho wiuld
like the solum of the former Leuchars
Jumsction = 5. Andrews (eilway turned
0 & CyChe patn, DEMEmE e Slalesment
of a raileay. A Dunfermling District
Cownell representalive on the Fife Publie
Trangport Workmng |:'-'l'.l-.ll‘-I s sugpes-
tEd & Dunbsremleng — 2 |||II| Ml saryion
{wehibch would, of couwrse, serve Alloal.

Im Lathin Hr:i-ull tha Lothian ':.:'!H-"‘!
Campaign states that i1 would bea feas-
|ble o establish & pedaginian/cycks patn
ﬂ|-:,:-r|l:'| the old Wawverigy hing as far as
Calkmith, Tha height ot which the Quter
City By-pass would cross this path
wioubd be sufficient to provide clearance
Thara would, howeswer, nésd 10 be 8
bridge instead of a continuous efm-
|:|.|1I1L-rrl-|-l'||: Far furthor partculars apply
to “SPOKES®, 53 George IV Bridge,
Edinburgh, EH1 1EJ. "The possibility ol
a reopened rail seérvice” seys “SPOKES®,
should be remembened”

The argumaent (n favour al the pro
posed Edinburgh YWestemn Relief Road
has beon waakenad by [he complation
of the Outer City By-pass, the provision
of stations at Liwingston Morth, Uphall
and Saughton and the imminenl e
opening of the Bathgate line. if the Relie
Homd i Buly, ome and & Cuasrinr ovilisg oof
ihe quedrupled track beteieen Hay-
mmro#t and Saughton will have to ba
ghifed to the north, thraby introducing
cures into what is now a straight roule.

in the Morth, in Mid Novembsar, two
membBeEre met Mz Winnie Ewing. MEP
far tha Highlands and lslands, 1o discuss
the merits of a rail crossing of the
Dodncih FiFth 1o accompany tha road
crossing, construction of which ks dus o
start in 1886, Mrs Ewing strongly supp
arid the proapossl 68 do Richard Cottrall,
Conservative MEP for Bristol, the Losd
Lisutanant of Caithmass ILord Thursol,
the Chairman of Caithness DIE[I‘IL"I
Council, who is also the Chairman of the
H:uh'::;um Region |ranapornt Committes,
and Golspia District Cowncil. The pro-

posal 5 howewver opposed Dy Suthar
land Destrict Coismeal,

in the Morth East, the re-opening , in
Gantembar of |ast vaar, ol Dyoa #IALON
jclosed in T96E) = regarded as a e
sounding success ™. Gramplan Region is
shartly 1o decide whethar £100,000 can
be found for & station at Portlethen,
south of Abordean, The “MNormharn
Belle®, a twice weekly excursion from
Abardesn 1o Dufftown lncleding o throe
rourse meal and a visit 1o Glanfiddich
Distillery| ran during June, July and
August of 15984 and swill ba repoaated this
year. Behind this weniure is John Begg. a
Morh East businessman, and 1t looks
like saving the Keith —Dufftoswn Branch
from closura

Wihilst the affice of RDS (Scotland) |8
in principle manned from 10000 to 18.00
an Tussdays (Roe laal iEsus) N8 mpoE
sibile o guarantes unfailing attendance.
Anvone contamplating a visit is thers
fore recommended (o telephone sthar
Mrs H.Broadbant on (041 B3B8 4727} or
Mr F.H.MNevilla, the Hon, Secreiery, on
(0382 S2635E) in advance.

STOPPRESS

bemse for inclusion in this column
should be as brel a8 possible ang
should concern aithar urgant notifice-
tigm of evenls or ralbway naws of major
importance, Cloging date for copy is
ONE MONTH aftar copy date lor “Rail-
wialch”

ADS (Scotland] organissd a vary suc
cessful maesting enlitléd " Transpart
Planning Looking for the rmghi bal-
anca” &t Glasgow City Halls an Janwary
196k, Principal speaked wea GULCEC.
Transport Chair, Dave Woetsel, who held
an audience of councillors, trade union-
ists, amenily azecciations and RDS
rmi@im bars spailbownd for sl loast an hour
while he explained what the G.L.C, had
dana 1aF e intlagration of trengpodt in
London, wuntil the Government confis-
calad i poOwWers

A fulber report will appear in the Mg
|SGLIH,

T T|-||'.‘r B oMLY MAKE
| UF THEIR MINMDS, WE

EDITOR'S NOTE: In a debate on the Channal Link in the House of Lords an 16th
January of the 12 Peers who spoke most favoured a Bridge with 8 plers.
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IN PARLIAMENT

FEBRUARY 1985

WAYS TO MAKE RAIL
TRAVEL MORE POPULAR

These are eventful times for raiheay-
watchers. Mot everyons, however, &
convinced by the slogan “THES |15 THE
AGE OF THE TRAIN!® bt thara have
besn impressive developments in Brit-
ish Rail ovar tha year just past, and mora
are Fwaned in 1085

Epeaking in tha January recess, soma
4 Ps consider the prospects for the
Aming yoar,

Tony Spefler [C. North Devon) great
rail enthusiast though heé i3, says he
wishes he could think the prospects
werg beter. | only wiah that raliway
fhen wens a8 kean B2 we are,” he told
me. “1 wish raitway staff had tha sama
atitude 10 passengers &s the amployess
of Britigh Airways.”

PROMOTING THE CONCEPT
OF RE-OPENING

He has had soma unhappy experi-
ences on Western Region, where he
does miost of his travelling. to and from
his Devon constituency - ona IFain
breaking down, the Corish Riviera
baing half an hour late - although he
edmits that H5Ts on other regions have

_=hee. doing betier.

“I work as hard as | can ic promaote the
concapt of rall re-opening.” he ey,
“"Threa yoars ago thare was 8 good
surga of public fesling in fawour of
rallways. Belore thai radl enthusissts
were looked upon as being slightly
odd.” Today thera is a nesd for more to
be done o keep the public fesling going.
[Mr. Spellar was the sponeor of a Private
Member's Bill o fscilitate the axpan-
mental re-apenng of lines and stations).

“it's all happaning In America” bhe
said. “People are getiing 1o like trains
ngain, AMTHAK |8 becoming very pop-
ular. The trains are clean and bright in
RED, WHITE and BLUE lhvery. The stat-
ions heve been cleansd up, Anngince-
ments are made all the time on the

PREVIEW

journey, The LS. is réversing a B0-yaar
anti-rail trend,”

“It iz imponant 1o make use of the public
address systemn. It helps 10 re-assure
passengers and thare is no reason why
rail travel showld not be a pleasure.
nformation can ba given on thpss. The
ride should be treated as fun, as on
airlingrs. Too often the only announce-
mants made on B.R, sre for the meals
sanvice,”

CHANNEL TUNNEL?
YES, A SUPERB BOOST
FOREB.R.

Mow the B4.000 dollar gquestion:
WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS FOR THE
CHANNEL TUNNEL? “i's already
sgresd in nﬂnﬂ:lﬂ Mr. Spafler saya.
“It's going to come,” he thinks, and will
be “a superb boost for B.A. Trains are a
logicel way to travel. Tha French under-
stand our position — that we want 1o uss
privale capital. Rail will become better
than air trivel for resching many parts of
the continent.”

What about the bridge idea? Is it &
non-starter? | don't like tunneds,” Mr.
Spoller says, “and | am told it's toch-
nically easies to build & bridge, but mmost
paople would be scared of the sheer
principle of a bridge. What about s
baing struck by shipping in a fop? The
Savern Brdge has glven enough
trouble, 50 how much worse would 2
Channael Bridge ba?” Tha Tunnal would,
however, be & vast employer of people,
ha addad.

ELECTRIFICATION
SHOULD BE SPEEDED UP

Nigel Spearing (Lab. Newham South}
thinks the Transpon Sscretary will run
into trouble in the coming year over
rural ranspor with Membears of his own
party. This is of course & thema on which
Countles Branch AG M. inMovember,
whan he remarked that representstives
of the Congervative constituencies
helped to sava tha day whan lines in
their locality werse threataned.

The troubile now will be over buses, ha
sard. Where rallways were concernecd,
tha Impartant thing was that alectrifl-
cation should not be slowed down whan
it naaded 1o be speeded up. In London
the Docklands Light Radway was going
ahaad and meeting with no serious
OpposItion.

Turming to the Channal Tunnal, tha
imporant thing was whether the loely
melurn on privale capital would be
adoquate.

TRANSPORT IN LONDON
MUCH IMPROVED

Lord Jenkins of Puiney — the Labour
Pear who was a closs friend of our late
President, A.V.Banks - has similar
doubts, he told me. “R's ke cable
tolevision. Parliamant wont to the
trouble of passing a Bill for it, but there
was procious litthe sign of anybody
taking asdvantage of 1. becsusa they
doubled whethes there was any profit in
it. So with the TUNNEL Private firma
meght not e encugh profit in it, undess
tha French found the monay; bul thay
had |omg memcries, and milght be put off
by remembering how the last attempt
faillad in 1978

Lord Jenking said he travellad bttle
cutaide London nowadays, He ihought
public transport in London was betiar
than i1 hasd boen for 8 long tima, and that
it was a great shame the Government
e inderfered with the way the GLC
were running it. The use mow being
made of the public address system on
tha Undarground was an improvimant,

I vote in favour of rail and againsi
road whan | gat the opportunity, snd |
help raibways in any way | can”

FOR RAILWAYS

Stephen Ross (LA, Iske of Wightl is
paiticularly concemad aboul tha lkely
effect of the change in the method of
financing from the transpont supplio-
mentary grant (TSG) 10 raté suppornt
grant (R5GL. He is, in consoquencs,

COMMONS DEBATES. in the selected extracts from parliamantary speeches and answers 1o guestions, which follow
this PREVIEW, Commaons repliss are givan by Transporn Sacretary, MNicholas Ridiey, or his Minister of State, Lynda Chalkar, or

Lindar-Secretary of State, David Mitchell.

C = Consarvative, Lab, = Labour, LIA = Liberal Alliance.

Wittan replies are made sither 1o writhen questions or 1o thoss intended for an oral reply but not reached in the 55 minutes each

day allotted for the purposa,




gravedy worried about the future of rail
wyatems n the Metropolilan Countles,
Eke Merseyside: evan the Tyne & Waar
Matro = & “marvellous syatem” — could
ba in jpopardy,

Isn't there anything lo be pleased
about in 1985 — Eke electrification? Yes,
& tokd me, bul the money for |1 should

be used in other directions, like main-
tenance and modarnisation schamas.
Electrification should be saparaialy
funded. “The idea that BR shouwld go into
perofit in three years ks & lot ol nonsenss. "

What about the isla of Wight's remain-
ing railway, Ryde o Shankiin? That'snot
in danger of eloaing, he says, and is nat
subsidmad by thio local suthority. [t can’t

b restored to Vantnos, but ha is hopeful
of restoring the ald ling to Newport (wia
Haven Streat).

About the Channel Tunngl he gonti-
nuas to be optimistic, "t might get
romawhers,” o

THREAT OF 25% RAIL CUTS
MANCHESTER

NOVEMBER 7th The subject of
public transporn costs and concession-
ary fares was reised by the Shadow
Tronsport Sacretary, Mra Gwwnelh
Dumwoody (Lab. Crewe and Manteichl
during the debate on the Oueen's
Speasch, with which Parllament cus-
tomarily apans its new sesson, | wason
tha second day of such dabate | 771 1/84)
when she said that the Government
intended to rate-cap authorities 10 such
an exten! that thére would be No Ques-
tion of the revenue being made up 10
provide for bus and rail services.

The offect would ba immedate
Manchester axpactad & 26% cutl in rall
services. It would be yei another nail in
tha economics of BR, “0 il extraondinany
that a party which cares 50 much ateout
road transpori never makes public the
fact that # the Underground and bus
serveces are runming efficiently, it is far
gasier for drivers 10 find room on the
roads to usa their vehicles.”

Minister's Marie
Antoinette aspect

Public transport should be privatised,
in the view of tha Transpor Socretary.
sirld Mrs. Dunwoody. “His views have a
Marie Anloinetts aspect, He appears To
b saying that even || thara are no buses,
one can ahways take & faxi.”

it was imponant (o understond how
the Government could come to the
concluslon, after % years of chipping
away the foundations of public rans-
port, thal this would ba the year of the
give-away. Hoeferring to Newcastle's
Metro, she pointed out that the new
Hght rall’ network in Tyne & Waear
producad a B3.7% incréase in passenger
journeye, which damonstrated that the
public wanted efficient transpon and
woulbd use it when it was &l low rates.
incressingly they hod shown their res
ponse o an Imaginative fares policy.
South Yorkahire pul another thres miil-
in passengers on the buses by wsing a
v Eard sirsciurs.

Public Transport was
being decimated
Cuts in Matropolitan County grants
wiould hove a direct effect. Tyna & Wear
rapomed that recent changes would
maan 8 25-30% cut in the nest thres
years There would also be a cut of 99

million passanger boscdings over the

patwirh. Redundancy pay lor stall who
boist thesir jobs would be £8 million - all
affects that came from a desire 10 cul
subsidies from £29.5 million to [16.8
million. How would the Gowermmant
protect those who at presant neaded the
congessionary fare system? How did
thay justily an idea that would deprive
rural areas of an efficient bus service,
make many town services umdable and
lead, I a short time, (o the decimation of
8 system of public transport that had
bean the pride of many peogla?

Mr. Ridley replod that the Gowvern-
mmani had bean pursuing § conslsteni
policy of opening transport sarvices to
competition. in rural areas, tendering for
unscanamic sarvices would provide the
same services for less money or mong
garvice for tha sama monoy. Deregula-
tion would ateo bring new opportunities
to try new types of service, ncluding
shared taxi. More poor people and
woman wars travelling by tasx, and thiy
would ba able (o do 0 mare chaaply if
the iaxia wers sharmed Gowermment
policy was 10 8ncourige tha competithon
which in some industries holds down
prices and provides the customer with
alternative cholces.

Grants m change
would roads

NOVEMBER 13 The funding of
public ransport was futher debated on
131184 when the House approved an
Ordar, changing the conditions for giv-
ing tranaport grants, n fubwre funding
wiuld be through the rate support gran
{RSGH s again=l the formes transpor
supplemaniary granl (TSG).

Mra. Chalieer gaid the first priority for
RSG was to focus grants more clossly on
rodds-capited spending. The presant syvs-
tem had proved insdaguata and had not
boen able to prevent the use of grant far
extravagent public transpont subsidies,
it had not mal the overniding need for
imeastmant in major road achames. The
Governmant’s propossls would put an
pndd 16 these (nadequacias.

Mrs Dumwoody repliod that the
Government were saying that local
suthoritias had besn underspeanding
theair aflocation for capital rosd schemes.
But the Govemmant’'s fears of |ow ax-
panditure on chpital rosd schemas ware

entirely false.

The real damage of this ‘nasty little
change’ was the effect it would have on
public transport, particularly BA. Pass-
enger transport executives of the Metro-

politan Counties had expreased sirong
concern that moving their grant info
R&G pould cause only direct cuts.

While only the PTEs were direchly
affected, BR would be hit because the
1568 Tranaport Act gave locel suthor-
ties a duty to subsidise non-profitabie
BR sarvices. Without TSG, virtually all
rail lings within the Metropoliten Coun-
ties. axcluding ntar-City services, would
closs if the cash could not be found from
glspwhere. BR stood 1o lese £80 million,
ar 10% of all its subsidiss

Stephen Ross (LA, Isle of Wight) s~
Mrs. Chalker had visited his consu.
ancy this year snd must ke that dodng
waay with TSG would place tham in
considerable difficulty. “During the past
fenw yaare,” he said. "our tranagort pol-
icy plan has mel with & falr response
from the Gowvermment. Wa have had a
good allocation.” Could thay do as wasll
under the block grant system? He
doubted vary much and therafore could
nol suppan the Order,

Integrated system
would ch:ppanr

Ow. dohwey Marak (Lab. Wrexham] said it
was likely that the type of i rated
trnmapor sy aleam that now &xisted (n tha
Metropolitan Countias would disappear
because of the |imilations and resinc
tions placed on local suthoritiss. BR
would be worriad about the Order. It
would have more difficulty mesting ==
objectives.

Maithew Paria (C. Derbyshire West)
said ha did nol believe thet moneys
allocated for ironepor purposss wire
bedng properly spant when it was used
simply to subsidizs public transpor.

The Order was approved by 253 votes to
168, a Government majority of B4,

Co-ordination of LRT and
BR to continue

DECEMBER 3 in a writtan question,
Sir John Bigge-Davison |C. Epping For-
estl, asked what arrangemenis had Desn
made for the co-ordination of London
Regional Transpor (LAT) and BR. Sir
John, it will be remembered, hes sup-
poned the campaign ageinsl the poss-
ibde elozure of the Epping - Ongar exten-
slon of tha Central Ling tubss.

Mrs. Chalker’s reply stated that LRT
and BA had & statulory duty (under tha
LAT Act 1984} to co-operate with esch
athar, The London Passengar Transpon
Giroup ned eesen 81 up, inwhich she and
Mr, Ridiey met the pwo Chairmen to

agres initiatives affecting the common
mterost of the oparatom.

DECEMBER 18 Tony Banks (Lab.
Nowham MNorth-Wast) asked the 5.5.T.
a3 o whal improvements had besen
inltisted between LAT and BR. other
than thoss already bn harnd or bedng
planned, since the LRAT Act came into
affoct?

Mrs. Chalker sald that whilat the LAT
Bill wos befors Parliamont, the oper-
ators began work on a review of inter-
changss. Thot work was now baing
carried forward under the auspices of
tha London Passanges Transport Group.
A number of Interchange points ware
being examined with a view to idonti-
tying those whane improvemants could
be made of most benafit 1o travellers.

LRT fares ‘still too low’
but fewer buses

. A further question on LAT was ans-

© pred the same day by Mr. Ridley in a
titten  reply, Sidney Chapman (C.
Chipping Barnet) asked what lewvy was
proposed on London ralapayers in sup-
port of grants to LRT for 1385867

The Minister stated that the Govern-
ment had set LAT the primary task of
sacufing better value for money through
improved sfficiency. LRT's specific fin-
ancial objective was to reduce the rev-
anus support reqguiremant to hall the
1984—-85 bevel of £190 million by
168687 -B4.

“lmproving efficiency hasenabled LAET
to contaln its proposed fares incheass in
January 1o an average of 9%, which will
still lave fares about 10% lowar, in real
terms, than they were in May 1981, when
the present GLC administration took
office. LAT plana to maintain Unde:-
ground services at their present leveal for

~1BB5-B8, and to reduce bus services

‘ghtly, in line with falling demand,”

“An |ncrease in resources for invest-
ment will enable LAT furiher to improve
gfficiency and 10 maks public transpon
facilities mora aftrachive (0 pasSangars,
inclading, for example, a sudstaniial
programma of station modernisation,”

No further increase
in lorry weights

On tha sama day, in 8 debate on heavy
larries, the Transport Secretary was
congratulated on all sides of the House
for refusing to agres 1o the further
imcrease in lonry weights, to 40 tonnes,
demanced by the Camman Market. MPs
supporting the railways were enthu-
siastic,

Srephan Rogs (LA lsle of Wight) said:
"I congratulate him on sticking to his
guns and returning from Brussels with-
out giving ground on his predecessors
undertaking that the 38 tomne imdt wil
be maintainad. Shall we be able 1o hold
tha line after February 28th 1887, which
is when a decision must be made? We
arg not likely to spend E100 billion on

bridges in the meantime {as they would
hava 10 ba strangthaned), therefore wa
might be able to get away with it. If we
gpend rather more on roads, i will ba
rmare difficull to do 80"

May be impossible
to keep weights down

Niged Spearing {Lab. Newham South)
referred (o & European Community
transport document, stating that ‘the
state of cartain portions of road network
in irgland and the UK doas nol make it
passibie to apply all the provisions of
this directive (on lorry waeights)', and
that & decision should be 1aken by the
end of February 1987

Mr. Spearing sald the legislative
document was clearly linked 10 other
mattors, for example o the slectrifl-
cation of the rallways. “Package bar-
gaining in the EEC is now laahionable.
Whan the Houss is faced with a request
for an incrasss to 40 tonnes. it may be
wrapped up in a vast linancial packags
and we shall be unable to do very much
mbout iL"

My, Rigley said that, in Mr. Spearing's
langLimgs, this was a packaga and & good
ong, For two and a bit years thers wasno
prassure on us and the European Com-
mission would review the state of our
roads and report in February 1987,

Hé had visited weaighbridges and had
seen a major operation on the M1, taking
solocted lories and checking them,
Lorry drivers knew it was risky to drive
overwsEght wehicles and that they were
lply 1w be cavght H they did.

Salford crash raises
questions of safety

DECEMBER 4 A statement on the
colllahon batwesn o passenger raln snd
an ail tank train near Manchester on 4th
December was made by Mr. Ridley just
besfre midnight o the same day.

Ar 1045 he said, the 1005 am.
Manchester 10 Scarborough train, con-
gisting of 8 diesel lpcomolive and seven
coaches, ran into the back of o slalionary
odl tank train on the Manchester side af
Eecles station, Satford. The locomotive
and firsl two conches of the passongar
train were derailad, as wera some of the
oil tank wagons. Spilt gas oll caught fira.

Six serious accidents
to passenger trains

The local signalman stopped other
fradnd from approaching. Traffic on tha
adjacent MBI2 motorway was stopped
and residents weore evacuated from
abdut 30 surrsunding houses. Tha pass-
enger train driver died in the crash and
one passanger died in hospital, (A fur-
thers pesssnger died later | A total of 67
passengars and radway stafl were taken
o hospital end five were detained.

Pater Snape (Lab. West Bromwich
East) said that in 1984 there had Deen Sy
fairly serious accidents involving pass-

enger ireins, and 18 passengars had
bpon killed in moving traffic sccidents,
'Was the line signalled by modemn colour
light signals, and had BR plans to amsend
It5 sutomatic warning system o thal tha
driver had some aid in differentiating
betwaan & caution signal and one show-
ing failuwra?

Mr, Ridiey replied that the House
would be wise o awail the snswers
whan the inquiry had been complaied
and pubbished,

Winston Churchill (C. Davyhulma)
congratulated the emargency services,
particulafy Park Hospital in his consti-
tuency, Would the minkster consider,
when wolatile chamicals are being carr-
lsd, having two amipty buMer cars ot tha
and of tha traim and one inlerposed
betwoen the engine and the first of the
tankers?

Mr, Richey roplind that tha Health snd
Safety Commission had been sstting up
an inquiry into the transport of danger-
ous goods by rall, and it would sse what
lessons could be learnt from this acci-
dont.

Sraniey Orme (Lab. Salford East) said
tha accident had occurred in his consti-
tuency. The imspecting officer, in his
repord for 1981, had raised the guestion
of restrainis on public expenditure
which might hawe an effect on rail satety,

Mr, Ridigy said he did mot think any-
thing could be deduced from the inspec-
tor's report 10 suggest that the safety of
the system had been impained. BR would
not acoept financial targeta imvolving
any impairment

Year's fatalities equals
only one day on the roads

fobent Adley (C. Christchurch| said
the signal man seemad 1o haove done &
great deal (o prevent a8 more serious
accident. “If there have besn 18 fatalities
an BA thisyvasr, it roughly egustes 1o tha
number of people klled every day on
o rosds.” It was incumbent {on tha
Goesrnmaent | 1o will the Tinancisl meansg
1o enable BR to amploy the most up-io-
date and modsern egulpmant that msn
could devise.

M. Rigley paid tribute to the signal-
man and added that it took a vary long
tirres balors Inguiries could be propsily
conducted and their repors published.
He had sskid that thair reports could ba
published a litthe sarlier.

Alfred  Morris  (Lab.  Manchester
Wythenshaw| spoke of the work of tha
emergency services and wrged that cuts
in bocal govarnmant spanding woild nol
effect the efficency of those services.

My. Ridley suggoested thal this was
intruding on a wrong note!

Patar Thursham (C. Bolton MNorth-
East) anid that more than 300 people had
been killed and injumed in railway acci-
dents this year, the worst year for fatal




accidents since 1975 Would BR be
asked 1o carry oul pn urgent review of
safety procedures?

Mr. Ridley repliad that he would nol
antirely accept the figwres withoul
chacking the exact period concornaed.
There had been statlstcally worse years.
Careful inguiries were made of sach
ascchdent by professional and impartial
rallway inspeciorale staff.

Lewis Carter-Jones (Lob. Eccles| said
the sccident had occurrad at the edge of
hin conslituancy, Had the smeigancy
sarvicas not worked efficently. this
could have besn a horrific tragady,
imvalving damBege 1o the line, the road-
way, the urban area and the population
within (1. He wanted tha inguiry 10 tnka
grest cane to oonsider the effect of
rmawing dangarous losds through urben
Breas.

Ar. Ridley replind thal & commitiee
was being set up by the Health and
Salety Commission o inguire into the
general guestion of the salfety of the
transport of dangerows goods by rail.
That inguiry would consider this acci-
denl.

Robart Waring |Lab. Liverpool Waest
Duprtvy| sald the driver of the passanger
train, Edward Croxford, lvad in his
constituency. On such occasions as this
accadent, the redponsibility of many
working men, ncluding train drivers,
was browght home. *| understand 300
pagganges wano on the troin, Whan
talking about the pay of such people, we
sh il abwoay s think of thair res ponsibili-
ties. A suggestion has been made that
the facility of drivers to override signals
should be examined. | should like an
assurance that there will be some sep-
aration of dangerous fuals from passe-
ngger traims. "

Recent accidents
not connected with cuts

Mr. Ricley replied that if the detadls
wore siudiod of the last few serous
railway sccidents and one came to the
conclusion that they wars nothing lo do
with cuts or salsty records, passangers
could be assured that those aspects
wara fiot @ factor, That would clear up
any attempt to make party politicad
capital of tha matier

Ken Eastham [Lab. Manchester Black-
lay) sald that ona of the deconsed was
his constituent. Thiére was InCreasing
concarn at the growing number of acc-
dania; thi shadow BpOKkBEMAn On Urans-
port had writtén to the Minister on
August 1st, asking for an ungent inguiny
inte them. “There s growing feeling
nowadays thatl thare ig & reduction in
track malntenanca, and thet line main-
tenance, once on & four or five-wesk
eycla, has now boon exiendad 1o siven
ar edght weeks. If that is the cass, it is
most serious and mugt be urgently

reconsidered, aven thowgh we may have
o pay mone.”

Mr. Ricley replied that this suggestion
wins 1o prajud|cs the ingulny, which was
wrong, in case a misleading impression
wild glven o the publc

Cyril Srmith (LA Rochdale) said it was
reausuring that the result of the imvesti-
gations into rellwey accidents this year
would bo collated. Members would be
gxtremaly miterestad 1o learm whethes
thers was & common facior among
thass accldenis.

Robert Litherand (Lab. Manchester
Cantral) sald that train crashes appeared
o occur with frightening freqguency. He
haped that no axpenso and effor woubd
b spared o find the cawse.

Torry Lowis (Lab. Waorgley! aaid that
he, Mr. Orme and Mr. Carter-Jones had
had recent mestings with tha heaith
authorities, who hod expressed their
worry at the possibility of 2 mapor dis-
aatar et could not ba copad with by tha
emergency services, "l should ks an
appraisal to be made of the reaction of
ths emargency sarvices, espacially the
ambulance service. | &m certain that
svarybody rescied memarkably wall;
howewer some of us are worried by cuts
in tha emergency sorvices, This B not @
political point. | hope the appratsal will
ba carried out and the findings com-
munkcatad o the Housa,"”

Mr. Ridiey said that the evidence was
that tha ambulencg Senice was aila D

cope magnificently,

What Serpell Report
said about safety

Or. John Merek (Lab, Wrexham]
asked: "Can you give an unoguivocsl
guarantee thal you repudiate the asser-
tion in the Sorpell Repon that safety
standards ara too high and that thera is a
case for lowering them? Wil you urge
BR o examina s salety standords and
make them as high as thay ware in
provious years?”

Mr. Rigley repliad that no conscign-
tious rallwey board would sccept safety
standards other than the highest, and no
railway inspactorate would allow stan-
dards othes than of equal excellanca. To
suggest that & few accidents thet hap-
panad recently reprasented an undble
railway was to misread the situation. Mo
mossage should go out That thens was a
detersoration,

Figures showed
no growth in accidents

DECEMBER 1B Siatistics sbout
accidents weare provided in a writlen
anawer on 18th December 1o Mrs
Dunwoody, who ashed: "How mafy
accidants had there been on BR during
1984, and how many people were killed
and injured on sach cccasion?”

Mr. Ridlay replied: “Thare had been 64
significant sccidents on BR up to that
date irvioving passenger trams. Signi-
ficant accidents, as defined in the Trans-
port Depanmeant’s published annusal
report on rail salety, were those actually
of potentially hacardous o p

Those during 1984 had resulted in EEI
deaths = 17 passengam and three fall-
way staff — 16 gonious injuries and 259
minof injuriss. The total nembar of
significant sccidents (n 1984 wan. likely
to be no greater than that in recent years
and congiderably baelow the number
recorded durkng the 19708

Safety Devices

DECEMBER 7 0On the subject of
safety, Peter Thurnham (C. Baolion
Morth-East] asked about the effective-
ness of safety devices on three aspect
Tight signals, and also for the number of
passangear rain accidants on BR in 1982,
1983 and 1084, -

On 7M284 Mr. Mitehall, In & wiman
reply, said that safety devices on signals
included such things as the replacamant
of the previous signal to danger if a lamp
bulh should Ffail, and the sulomatic
wEITIng ayElam.

The number of significant eccidents in
1962 woes 56; falnlities: no passangen, &
staff; 1983 18 fatalities: 2 passanpers,
no alaff; 1884 (up to Decembar) 62;
fatalities: 17 passengers, 2 staff,

Thirtean of the passenger fatalities
occurmed (n one scoldent a1 Polmont,
About half the accidents were caused by
errors and omissions on the part of
raibweay stafl, a third by mechanical
defects. and the remainder by a variely
of combination of causes.

BUS/RAIL REPLACEMENT

—
NOVEMBER 7 Jack Ashisy (L
Stoke-on-Trent  South| asked wheihe
thare wers plans 1o encourage the sub.
stitution of buses for rains on certain
I,

Mr. Mitchedl [in 3 written reply on Tth
Movambar) said that the House would
ba invited 1o approve enabling legis-
lation this session. Undar it BR, whan
seoking consant 1o the withdrawal of a
rail service, could propose substitute
bus Eeivices

Mrs. FAenee Short (Lab.  Wolvaer-
hampion Norh-Esst) ssked tha Trans
poarl Secretary what resources would be
rade avallabla 1o BR o snable & o
provide suitabla replscaments of ser-
vicer of routes withdrawn from the
FeatwvriL

M. BMitchedl (in a written reply on 2151
Decambar) said that when consant was
givan to withdraw a rail service, & sub-
stitute bus service could be subsidised
through the Government’s grant 1o BR
for its passengor sarvics,
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