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THE TRUTH ABOUT SETTLE-CARLISLE

Ricant preas repomns, beginning with
the Daily Telegraph of Dctober Gth
1884, couild lull tha 7ol labby into badia-
vimg that the Settle 1o Carlisle line has
been saved. This i certainly not the
case and the campabgn continoes s
before. So why have the papers printed
that the line has bean saved for § years?

~=! that has happened iz that B.R. have

de a realistic azsssemeni of how

wpng the cosure procedure will take to
complate

To date there are 20,000 [and & dog!)
ragisterad abjectors to the closura. This
is the largest ewer o be achieved for
any rall closure proposal. This cearly
demonstrates the support tha Hne has
and the strength of the rail lobly.
Hawving recelved such & mouniain ol
paper the Transport Usars Consultative
Committess (T.LUL.C.C8) will nesd &
lmast 18 months to wade throwgh it
according to British Rail. Aftereards
there will ba two separate TUCC haar
ings, one hald by the M.W. area and the
othar by tha Yorkshire area (providing it
still exists! There are plans (o marge i
with the N.E, area duning April 1985 and
the guastion of who will chalr the new
area has still to be decided). Onoe these

~=ncadures hiave been completed the
cC's wall then hawe to agree upon
and write thair repor 10 the Ministar, AN

in all B.A. say this could take at lsasi a
Year.

By this time the next General Election
will be very close. The Settle to Carlisle
line passaes through three Consarvative
marginal constituencies and the cam-
palgn has shown that ralbways can ba a
sansitive pofitical issue.

Thus B.A. conclude they will hawe io
run the line until T9BEE9 at least. By
than the whole political climate may
have changed,

In the meantirme there is o room at
all for complacency, Tha Setthe to Car-
lisle Joint Action Group [ecomprising tha
RDS, T2000 and the Friends of the 5/C
Line Association) is forming itself into a
Limited Company and (s seeking fo
raisa [55,000 in arder 1o fund secretarial
halp and to rent proper offices. The
Company was dus 10 be lsunched In
Movambar whan the cempaign hoped
to receive some very substantial con-
iributions,

Mot until the Minisier refusss permis-
sion 1o close the Nne can aryone claim
that the line is saved. Until then the
relantless campaign 1o save this line
and therefore much of the provincial
BECIOr contnues.

Hichard Watts

RDS STATES CASE FOR CHANNEL TUNNEL!

With incressing spoculation over
Gowernment approval to a scheme for a
fiwed channel link with France [t &=
considered that members should be
made aware of the Soclety’s policy on
this major praject. The following staie-
ment is therefore issued on behalf of s
International & E.E.C. Commities. and is
supported by the National Cowncil on
Inland Transpost.

“It is highly desirable that transport
links bétesan mambed countries ol the
EEC should be improved whene poss-
ible. The continuing growth in cross-
channal wraffic now makes a Fixed
Charnal Link of vital importancs, but i
Is essantisl that its banefils are spresd
over the whole of the United Kingdom
and that it has no damaging o ron
mental consequUences.

A Radl tunnal would undoubladly be
the chesapest option and prowvide the
graatest long-tarm banefi,

The link should be constrected from
the aultsal for o rall trecks capabls of
taking all continental rolling stock, ba
linked to a service tunnel with minimal
terminals in Kent bul providing long-
distanca links between points of origin
and destination -

AND IT SHOULD BE BUILT
NOW!

Further information from: ALF. Whita,
“"Latymar”, Tha Drive, Belmont, Surray,
Sh2 7O,

ROAD AND RAIL COSTS
REVEALED

The Chalrman's lates! remarks con-
caming the M25 Motorway (R.DMN
lebue 21} gove me cause for furiher
sty of the Coopers=Lybrand report It
occurs to me that, i [ts haste o bury
the case for converting railways into
roads, A.D.S. has too essily dismissed
the information on road costs that this
report provides.

Considar, for axample, the section of
the report dealing with Kew-—Barnes
Hams & two lane road for cars only =
postulated om which the cer driver,
unhalped and unhindered by any olhor
class of wehicke or traffic, would be able
to demonstrale his aconomic prowess
alone, The astimated cost of comvarsion
of this saction works out at £715,512 per
I k|l germatre wihillet that of the rmecantly
openad saction of the M25, at £1.562.512
per lane kilomatre, is over twica that
amount, With an éstimated 24,600 mot-
aring customers daily the hypothetical
Eew—Barnes road |5 expected 1o Incur
an annual deficit of £750,000, The dinect
chargo for its use s guated at Bp o 7.5
per vehicie kilometre whilst that for use
of a motorway (E£1 tax per galion, 33.3
milles per gallon| is 3p per MILE (1 mila
equals approx. BS kilometre ED) It
iheralore reguires sn extra £1.88 or
miore o be levied i the direct charge for
mioiorvay usa is 10 ba madae equal 1o
that of the hypothetical ex-ralbeay.

Ewan il wa disregard the differences
in capital costs and assume all other
cost lactors to be agual, it would appear
that 73,800 cars ahould be using all six
lare moloravays dasly ipaying the axtra
£1.86 on sach gallon consumed I/ %6
doing) before such motorways can rise
1o the Inslfclency of 5 converted rail-
way = and the D.0.T. is not expecting
G0.000 vehicles par day on the M25 wntil
1587

In chse il appears unfair (o guolts the
Kew—Bames sxample, | shall siress
that theé West London ling ahosws the
highest conversion cost (just less that
1m par lana kilomatral while the lowest
direct charge s o bé found In the
Kow— Cricklowood case (3p to Sp per
wehicle klomeatre for an ALL PURPOSE
road). By comparison the above men-
tionad X33 milea per gallon is squiva-
lent to 53 kilometres per pound, Le, less




than 2p per kilometre for molorwey
UBBE.

In thelr guest to convince everyons
that road was realistically chaaper than
rall, railway conversionists had to prove
that, amongst othar things. road acce-
dents and congestion imposed no fin-
anciad burdens on the community at
iarge. They lost both these gosls long
ago to the tune of billions on the deba
slde of road traffic,

Tha Coopers—Lybrand report alludes
to the charging of congestion costs
ipage 31) and then apparently mejects
the idea. i makes no mantion of scci-
dents or their costs and it can be
assumed that they are excluded from
the charges quoted and Aré sccounialle
and chargeable in some other way.

The idea that motorists are under-
chargad and over-tnwed for all but the
ald uncongested rural roads is not new
and this repor nol only adds weight o
this but slso o 8 plethora of evidancs
which shows that British Rail faces sub-
sidisad competition on all skdes

Tha Coopers—=Lybrand report was
described in the populsr press as a
knock-out blow for rail to moad conver-
sion. We can and ahould ssk what kind
of blow it has deali 1o the motoraway
comncapl.

Kenneth A Shaw

WELSH RAILWAY DECIMATION RESISTED!

Members may have read in the press
ol proposals by the Walsh Offica®
which could largely decimate the local
rall system by BusfRail substitution,
Apart from other steps which are balng
taken at Parfiamentary lavel to oppose
legislation which would make such
steps sasier the Society (through the
Chalrman of it Branchoes & Aroms
Committes) has made representations
on the document to Gareth Wardell
M.P., Chalrman of tha Salect Commities
on Welsh Affairs

in welcaming the opporunity to
commant RDS accopied that therm is
always likely to ba a nesad for public
transport i the Principality, since not
&l membars of the community are able,
or indeed may wish, to drive a car, it
thorefora stressed that what mmains of
the Welsh railway network showld be
rotpined, and that the possibility of
regionng paSSEnger Senices on cartain
freight-only routes should be seriously
conakdared.

Whilst never arguing that British Rail
should be “feather-bedded” wea re-iter-
ated our view that the prasent terms of
compstition betwean iralns and long-
digtance coaches is not entirely fair and
that wa are yol 1o be convinced that
further de-regulation of buses will
benelit the rurel areas, citing our ax-

perences In Morth West Norfolk. RDS
can, thoralore, gse no casn for subati-
tuting buses for trains as proposed in
the Report® as whilst they may cost less
par mile (o operate than a (fain |i s
caseg) if they eam less revenua than
thia will prove (o ba b falas economy.

Furthermaong we soo no case for split-
ting Welsh lines into groups; or for
handing them over to the County Coun-
cils, Most run through mone than oné
county and i implementad the prop-
oaals could wall lead to the sont of
wrangling which has besn gaing on
batwaen South and West Yorkshire
County Councils over the fulure of the
Huddersfield — Sheffield servica,

RDS therefore sees the best future for
Walgh railways for tham io ba lalt in the
hands of BA and for local nesds tuﬂ
represented by independent W
groups as exial for the Heart of We...
Ling, Glamorgan Valleys lines and most
importantly the Cambeian Coaat Line.
Local Authortles should certainly be
encouraged to take an interest in rai
services and prowvide some financia
help, where appropriate ~ thay shoul
not however ba expected 1o subsids
the basic service, which should con
tinua 10 ba the responsibility of Centra
Government through PS0 grant.

Lines suggested for busiradl substi
tution® are Cambrian Coast. Coowa
Vallay, Cantral Wales and & numiber |
the zouth and, as will be seen
REGIONAL MNOTES, Briish Rail itsal
certainly has alternative idess for thel
future which RDS fully supports an
will stromgly resist decimation of Wels
railways which the abowe® would entail

“Consultation Papar — A Local Chole
in Public Transpor. Walsh Office, Jul
1984,

10 YEARS AGO!

(extract from RIS  MNowshaiter ol
Decamber 1974.]

=, ..last winter the cost of petro
went up by ower 50%. Rail fares, in
comparison, want up a mare 12% ang
theen mol unlil Jume.”

* . ..comparing 1974 rail fares ang
athar prices with those of forty years
Bgo . .. actording to our recollection
tha 1834 gingla fare from Cambridge to
London was about seven shillings. The
1974 fare is £1.44, that is, it has gona ug
four timas. Also according 16 our recolloc)
tion, the cost of cars hiss gone up abou
ten  timas, of clothes, food, bewor
tobacco and petrol By samilar amounts
and houses probably more. You can al
make your comparisons. Can you think
of anything that has gone up betwear]
1534 and 1974 by so little as rall fareat"
What s it now? ED.]

Residents of Winslow greel RDS/ADRPA Special to Milton Keynes on Sth June

1984 Photo: Buckingham & Winslow Advertisar

AYLESBURY GROUP SEEKS NORTHERN OUTLET

Some ADS members |eht a crowded
meating called by the Aylesbury & Dis-
trict Hailway Passengers Assocabian i
Wilnsiow on Gth Movember with a cer-
tain wall placed fesling of satisfaction

ADRPA had itsall been s&t up follow-
ing an equally crowded maating hald in
Aylesbiury a year earlier following the
inclugion al the closss of Marylrbone
as an appendage to the BREB Corporate
Plar. Ironically only a year bafore that

% had bean able 1o muster barely a
sren peopla to a similar meeting, but
sufficiant joined RDS to form the nwe-
leus from which ADAPA was to emerge
During tha year, guidance from the
Sociely was offered whensvar naaded
which decreased as the Group found its
feet and & healthy lisison bebwean the
e organesanons 5 shll mamisaned.

Retuming to the events at Winslow,
satisfaction arose largely from the
announcemant by Brllsh Rail that it
was o run a seres of “shoppers spec-
ials" balora Chrstmas linkng tha prin-
cipal towms of Buckinghamshire with
Milton Keynos, siopping a1 Quainion
Aaad and even more adventurously at
Winslow, There a new Narfow ciosaing
is bedng inswalied to enabis passenger
facilities 1o be restored and the train
due to call on M4ih November will have
been the first for 18 years.

This BR inltiative, primarily from the
Area Managemant, is undoubtedly the
regult of the special train run by ADRPA
with RDS backing last June and which

has pointed the way (o what BR expact
o be a healthy commercial venture.
Incidantally thosse mambars who sup-
poried the spacial con take a share of
the credit, which venturs was con-
sidared to be & major step forsard, and
gvents have prowed this o be irue.
Hopalully next time aven mors support
will be forthcorming.

By the time meambears read this article
the pre-Christmas traing will probably
have been run but BR have intimated
that more will follow. One on 2Znd
Decembar will depand on ‘enthusiast’
demand but trips to the January Sales
are plso envisaged. |f members would
carg bo send SAEs 1o High Wyoombe
Travel Cantre marked “Milton Keynes
Specials” BR will undoubtedly send
details of the next dates when they are
dus,

Az mambers may be awarn ADRAPA
are campaigning for the restoration of a
passenger service nomh of Aylesbury
and have many useful ideas in the pipe-
line. They ane worthy of your support in
tha fallowing ways, betoma & mambar
(1.0 minimum); send a donation (no
minimum}, They hope to brief Counsal
to represant them &t tha Im‘lh-ﬂumu'lg
inquiry into the closure of Marylebane
by the L.RF.C. which doss not coma
cheap and are always in need of heip
with surveys and |eafiet distribution
and last but not least support for Mikon
Esynes shopper specials. Yrite TODAY
to Poter Clarks, 49 Risborough Road,
Stoke Mandeville, Bucks. HP16 3D,

WANTED!

Volumears are reguired 1o assis] with
the production of an updated version of
the formaer RIS bookist “CAN BUS
REPLACE TRAIN?® and in the prodasc-
tion of & somewhat larger publication
arguing the casa bor raibway dévelop-
ment, Those interested should write to
Mr.G.J Ropar, 11 Causewayside, Tha
Fen Causeway. Cambridge CE3 SHD.

Similarly, the ROAD & RAIL
COMMITTEE neads mom members. |
vou would like to assist then pleasa
contact Mr.A Didfield, 14 Long Lana,
Waorral, Sheffield S30 JAF.

Dynamic Mew Sales Oificer

Could you handle & stock of some 10
differemnt lines, including both books
and leaflets (250 on average per ling in
stock] including some invoicing? Due to
a re-organisation of Socety Dfficers
this post ia now vacant |

Without a sultable marketing owtiet
the production of new publicalions
cannot be justified and the Society is
starvad of vital funds, If you el you
could fill the gap please write NOW 1o
the Ganeral Secratary, Mr.R.JP. Town-
amd, StJulians, Sevenoaks, Kenl

M.B. Until & new Sales Officer is appoin-
ted all enguirses regarding Socely pub-
licationa. leaflals, 816, dhowuld ba
addressed (o the General Secretary.

MEMBERSHIPF SURVEY — To assist the
Mational Committes in servicing mem-
bers needs and (0 &nlist ass:siance in
vanous fields enclosed with this issue
of RDN & & QUESTIONMAIRE which
members are uiged 0 complete and
return in the envelope provided. You do
rit have 1o enawer all the guestions, or
to give your name and address, if you
do mot wisgh to and all information
received will be treated with the sthict-
o8l confdances

E.G.M.
9th February 1985

Also enclosed with this issue is for-
sl notica of an Extracrdinary General
Mesating of the Society convensd 1o
consider, in particular, various amend-
manks 1o the Constitution, details of
which ars appended therelo. Flease
indicate whathar you intend 1o Ge pre-
seni or &5 an allemalive complete the
woting slip and return it 0 85 o be In
the hands of the General Sacretary not
less than 24 hours belore the meeting
for your vote(s) to be valid.




Railways in Japan

Sir,

| would like i commeant on Tomy
Spellor's letter concerning his railway
axperiances in Japan, | have lvad in
Japan for elght years now, and have
travallad lairly extanshvaly — usually by
tradn.

Thers are & significant number of pri-
vale lines in Japan, and most of them
prowide an efficient and inexpansive
sarvics, | have nol trevelled on tha line
Mr. Spellar mentionsd but hawve used
athers like it = for exampls, the privaie
lines running from Tokyo to the resort
towns of Hakone and MNikko. My impres-
slons were similar 1o those recounted in
Mir. Spelier's letter.

The podnt | would Bke to maks s that
the private lines in Japan generally run
through densely-populated areas which
provide plenty of passengers through-
ouf tha day. For the companiss which
aperate these lines, nunning railways is
anly 8 small part of their business; most
own  departrment stores, appartment
blocks, driving schools, amusament
parks and a whols variety of other facili-
ties in tha vicinity of the railway lines
they run. In the cese of the district of
Tokyo in which | live, there are large
numbars of peopla wha live in appart-
mignts of housas bulll by the Tokyu
Corporation, shop at supermarkets and
depariment stores ownod by Tokyu and
go 1o work on Tokyu trains! Thus the
sconomic factors at play are more
complex than might at flrst appear 1o ba
the case.

Thare are nol many privale lnes in
rural aress im Japan. Even the line des-
cribad (n Mr. Spallers latter sarves — ol
lepst at the Kyoto and - a highly-popu-
lated aria, If one conslders the Kyoto-
Osaks - Kobe conurbation. Most af the
rurad lines in Japan are part of the
Japan Matlonal Rallweya network
which, while highly efficient and ox-
tremaly modern in comparison with
miany national systems, nonethsless
has @ huge deficit which successie
Joapanase governmenis hive réganded
as one of their biggest problems.

Though | am full of praise concerning
the standards of service offerad by
privata railway lines in Japan, thay have
to be seen in the context of the popu-
lation dendilies of the areas they serve
and the owerall activities of the compan-
le® thal oparate tham. |t might not ba
pasy b0 transler some af the BR network
into private ownership and sxpect the
lines to be transfarmad |nta the types af
operation that can be found in Japan.

On the other hand, i such transfers did
take place and the companing concer-
nisd had even hall of the entarprise that

the Japanese show in many areas of

buginess, thare mighi be & chance al

success|
Stephan Turrers
Tokyo, Japan

Where are the women? (iii)

Sir,

May |, as &8 woman and & relativaly
naw member of R.D.5., make a fow
commenis on tha paucity of womean
meambers?

Any organisation wishing to Incroase
its membership neads not only 1o pub-
licige itsall bul sfsn to convince poton-
tial mambars of its sima and afective-
neEss as a campaigning body, | suggest
thai R.D.S, has not really bean succes-
sful in any of these amas.

Having obtained mambeors, in order
to retain therm a soclety than nesds to
maks them fesl invohwed; if many male
mambars share the attitude of Mr.T.E.
Rookes [isswe No.21) then that would
cartainly not boe the casa with wormen
who joined R.DS. Those women who
are prepared to take an interest in pub-
lic aflairs are unlikaly to wlerate belng
patronised and sierectyped as they
whira in his lettor,

Finally, the kind of worman most likeky
o join a socioty such as R.D.5. is also
likely 1o lead B busy life and would be
prapaned 8o join and take an active role
only il she felt thal the socisty was
capable of achieving its aims through
an offective and cobarent campaign
SIrEtegy.

Joan Coombes
Ipwarich, Suffolk

Where are the Women (iv)

Sir,

| was intrigued and amused by Mr.
Rooke's lotter in [Bsue Mo.21, Am | not
right in thinking that a woman has taken
over Mr. Patrick Moore's post in
astronomy?

As for myself I've enclosed three
proofs of my activities to keep the local
ling & double track, My husband attri-
butes my interest to childhood week-
ends spant with my father picking
blackberries and crab apples by the
L.M.5. rallway line at Blisworth before
Waorld War Twa, Perhaps there |5 a
lagson here for the parents of today?

By the way, | used to be fascinated by
& tiny old engine that travelled from
Blisworth to, | baliowa, Towchestar, My
father ewplained that raileay englng
ehimnays grew taller the older they got.
which, when one comes o think of it, is
basically true, i would be nice to think
of that old angine lowingly pressrved n
sOMe Mmuseum today.

Sinceraly,

Janst Repiton
Bradiord-on-Avon, Wiltshine

MEMBERS’ PLATFORM

(Mra. Rapton enclosed press cullings
from the “Wilishire Times™ and the
“Bath and West Evening Chronicle”
showing heér to have bean Instrumental
in the successful campaign ag¥inst
gingling batween Bathampton JuRction
and Bradiord on Awvon. ED.)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editor will consider for paubdi-
cation latters and articles {such as the
abovel. Any opinions expressed, hiw-
ewar, must nol be taken as necessarily
reflacting the official views of the
Society.

The Editor aleo repsreess tha right 1o
make “cuts”. Letters musi nosmally De
gigned with the writer's real names.
Only in e=zceptionsl circuMElances,
which must ba clearly stated in 8 o™=
ing letier, will they be accapted for p
lication under a “nom de pluma”.

Phaotographs for R.D.N. - Tha Edilor is
shways pleased 1o receive good guality
black & white prints of subjects of intar-
asl to membars for inclusion in the
Journal. There has, however, been a
glut of Photos of locomotives and
trains. I would be appreciated if othar
subjects of more general interast (such
as people) could be featured in Tuturs
ED,

SUBSCRIPTIONS — With this issue of
ADN will be enclosad to those mambars
who have renewed their Annual Sub-
scription 8 NEW MEMBERSHIF CARD,
i, howewver, your subscription falls due
for renewal within the naxt 3 months
RENEWAL FORM IS5 ENCLOSED,

refurn it with your remittance as $ou.
as possible 1o the new Membership
Secretary, F.J Hastilow, 21 Norfolk
Road, Sution Coldfield, Waest Midlands,
B7S 650 and a DOMATION owver and
sbove your subscription will always be
gratefully received.

NLB. Duwe 10 rislng costs and an increase
in the Society's activities, the Mational
Committes, at it masting on 10th
Movember, reluctantly concluded that
@n increase in subscription retes was
inévitabla and these are summarissd In
the enclosed leaflst which also contains
datails of new and wvaluable conces-
siong 1o mambers. As an added incen-
tive to renew prompily. &l subscrip-
tions recelved BEFDRE 18t January
1985 will be sccepted at the axisting
rates.

if you also subscribe to the Loftery
ramambar that ondy fully paid up mam-
bers can participate. So check that you
are o in arrears otherwise your tickets
may hava o be withdrawn from the
[ 10

LONDON &
HOME COUNTIES

“Two down and oné 10 go- I8 tha
score on the rail closure front with the
Inguiry into the closure of Broad Strost -
Dalston Junc. having been held by the
London Regional Passangers’ Commit-
tes on Jrd bef wihare our casa was
led by Branch Chairman, John Barfield,
plded by secretary, David Martina, who
as a regular user enlarged upon our
written objection, Tha Branch concen-
trated in i1s evidenca on the effect of
closure on longer distance users, that
for local passengers having been alsly
put by representatives of the Local
Authorities and Radl Users' Groups
[principally tha Norith London Line
Commitiea). On this occasion we werg
slso reprasenting the East Anglisn

~ranch Chairman, as a personal objec-

1, and the proceedings revealsd that
other regular users of the inerchange
(Broad StreetLiverpool Strootl came
from as tar away as Colchester — one of
whom would have to seek alternative
amploymeant if the line closed.

Representations have since been sent
to the Sectrotary of State for Transpon
on the broader lssues of the closure
proposal and the Branch Secretary is
alsa pressing the Committes for the
results of the deliberations of its pre-
decessor [the T.U.C.C. lor Londan) an
Stratford—Totfienham Hale. Meanwhile
its rasources are baing mobilised for
what could be owr “Settle—Carlisle™,
namaly the closure of Marylebone and
the lines to Harrow and Northall. Hene it
will be concentrating on the Neasden—
Nartholl saction (subject of a previous
proposal in the 19705 and we have
already recaived details from a mambar

Hastings who will be dénled conven-

Jnt access 1o Wembley Complex for
which & multi-million pound develop-
ment plan has only recently been
announced, A meating fo co-ordinate
action was held by the Local Authorities
at Wemblay Town Hall on 23rd October
and mong News on this major Esua will
appear in the next R.O.N.

Developments in London and the
South East are, however, not all gloom
and doom for, whilst the new London
Regional Transport Authority which
was awepl inlo power on 29th June has
now discounted any possibility of earty
development of the West London Line
les proposed by the G.L.C.) BR has
urwailed proposals to develop tha
Snow Hill link batwesan Farringdon and
Blackfriars via the “widened lines®,
simply becsuse it could lead to con-
siderable savings in terminal cosis by
implamenting cross-London running -
someathing which the former RDA had
been advocating lor over 20 years. It
may nol tharefore ba too rdiculous to
suggest that trains could be runming

REGIONALNOTES

fram Badford to Sevanoaks by the early
1990s.

In & recent latter to the Branch Chair-
man, Gordon Pettitt, Deputy Director, L
& S.E. Soctor has confirmad that BR is
to electrify the Camden—Stratford link
on both thied rail d.c. (passenger] and
25kv loverhead] 1o Tl & serious gap in
London's electrified freight network,
Algo walcome is the news that Rom-
ford—Upminster is 1o join Wickiord—
Southminster in BR's programma of
eliminating non-electrified links on its
Great Eastern lines which would com-
plately allminate diessl operation from
Stratford jother than for Inter-City
sarvicos),

On 29th September about a dozen
Branch members travellad owver some
of the lesser-used, but picturesque,
Southern Region lnes - namaly Guild-
ford —Redhill-Tonbridge and Paddock
Wood-5Strood, it was a campaign by
tha former RIS in the 1560s which pér-
suaded BR ta develop tha formar which
might otherwlse have fallén & victim to
Beeching's axe. Ona disturbing revel-
otign of the trip was the dilapidated
condition of some of the more impos-
tant stations; that at Redhill baing
under surgery and the booking office
and other facilities at Guildiord appear-
ing to ba nothing mare than tEmporary
huts, hardly befitting the County Town
of Surray,

The naxt major event in the Branch's
programmae, the A.G.M. at the House of
Commons on 13th November, was due
o0 bo addressed by Vice-Prosidents
Roben Adiey and Peter Snape. it is
nearly 10 years since a Branch Measting
was held at the House and we have no
daubt that members were no less an-
lghtansd than whan MNigel Spearing
gave a talk to RIS members in 1375,

The Branch Exhibition has also been
dadirng the rounds and reached as far as
Leods on 22nd Sepiembar when we
were pleased 10 assil the Yorkshire
Branch in manning a stand |with rep-
resentatives of the Semle—Carlisle
Agsn.] al tha Mevilla Hill Opan Day, It
also appeared at Stoke Poges on 23rd
October. Reqguests for other locations
will ahways ba welcoma,

WEST MIDLANDS

Governmant approval was given on
&th Octobar for the construction of Tal-
ford’s £2m. station, The Development
Corporation is contributing C1.4m. and
the mew 2 platform station will have a
car park Tor 250 vehicles. Meanwhila in
Birmingham &t the Moor Street funneal
porisl preparatory work siared in
Sepiember for the new ‘through’ plai-
forms and & planning application has

JWE

alzo been submiied for the new station
at Snow Hill. Birmingham's Moor
Swreat—Snow Hill link is due to open in
May 1587 soma 15 vears after the last
train ran in March 15972

British Rail have stil nol formally
issuad closure notices for the Henley-in-
Arden—5Stratford-on-Aven ling and we
noted that in talks with tha rail unions
on 218t August intended to avert indu-
strial action the BRE declared " had no
furthar proposals in mind for passanger
line closures beyond those already
placad into the publc procedurne.” How-
#var, BR have since said they sl Intend
to go ahead with this scheme! Several
Local Authodlios are opposing the
closure and the Tyseley Mussum also
wants 1o keep the ine open for steam
trips.

Moviel forma of Wwaneport have Dbean
to the fone in the West Midiands. In July
the County Council announced pro-
posals for 8 £2686m. Light Rapid Transit
network using both highways and rail
routes radiating from Birmingham city
centri, Al specal mestings RDS mem-
bors debated its merits and whilal ther
is no doubt that LAT can provide a
modern, efficent, and aftractive trans-
port system which would help improve
business confidence and the image of
the araa it was novertheloss consldersd
that the longer journeys to placas such
as Four Qaks and Lichfield should re-
maln operated by the faster conwven-
tional raél services. The Airport Mag-Lev
shuttle was sampled by an RDS party
on 27th September who travelled on a
two=-car ‘train’ and were most impies-
sed. On Sth October another W.M.
schame was inaugurated in the form of
the guided bus route known as 'Track-
line 66" where a pair of small horizontal
guids whasls ars used to align the bus
within concrete kerbs for sutomatic
sloaring.

On 28th August the Redditch group
convaned & Public masting in the Town
Hall whean B.R. proposals 1o alter early
miorning train times wane axplained and
debated. Walsall Rail Supporners also
ran @ DMU charer from Rugeley and
Hednesford 10 the Severn Valley Raill-
way on 30th August offering inclusive
traval over the edended Kiddanmin:
ster—Bridgenorth steam line. A group
of Midlands mombers visited Mersey-
side on Saturday 6th October 1o sampla
rail routes, stock and stations; and also
enjoyed a tour of the power signal box
and control centre

The Midlands AGM was held on 30th

October when it was reporied that both
membership and assets had increased
considerably. Following requests from
#n RDS member 1o the PTE Advisory
Commities approval has been given to




restgre 12 hall-hourly oll-peak trans on
the Maw Street-VWalsall ine, What's
more the PTE hawve found that it will
more than cower it costs! For the
Walsal| - Cannock - Hednesford line tha
County Councils are again debating
total or margingl costings, — the later
of which may prove to be a stumbling
block as already referred 1o in the ACC
Aeview of Aural Aaibways. A party of
County and BR VIP's travelled the line
by specisl train on 17Tth August sccom-
panisd by the press and an ADS repre-
santativie, A public mesting was hald in
Cannock on JFist October to further
promote the re-opaning project.

Alan Bavan

EAST ANGLIA

Encouragad by BR's abandonmaent of
its controversial proposal 1o singhe pan
of the |pewich-MNorwich main line, tha
Branch has isswed b papér commanting
on singling proposals alsewhere in the
région. Wae opposs any singling of tha
St. Edmunds line (Ipswich—Ely) or any
further singling of tha Ely—Lynn route
al the present time, Some experimeantal
single-line working botween Oulion
Broad and Aesdham could be tried; and
BR's proposals for some fe-affange
mant of tracks along the Sharingham
lime seem nol unreasonable.

Oin the Breckiand line (Morwich—Ely)
money eeds to e spent urgently on
trock releying. Wae would prefer the
antire route to remain dowble, but if amy
has to be singled it sbhould ba with
modarn signalling at high spesd [une-
tions. An RDSWyDRAC spedal to
Clacton from the freight-only Dereham
branch on Saptember 16th carmed 200
passangeds, and plans am now waell
advanced for two more excursions from
our freight-onty lines in 1985,

Three officers of the Branch met
Dawvid Curry, MEP (NE Essex) on #th
Dectober for a useful discussion ranging
fromm rallfraight 81 Harwich to rail links
to an expanded Stansted Airport. & new
6-page pamphlat entitiad “Rail Stratogy
for East Anglia™ was launched by the
Branch in November mapping oul the
way RDS thinks the region’s rail net
work should develop for the rest of the
1800s and beyond. The pemphist is free
(but donatbons are welcome) from John
Brodribb, 12 Kemps Lane, Beccles,
Suflolk (plesse sand large SAEL

Forthcoming mastings are to be hold
on Tuesday 15th January, 7.30pm, at
the YMCA, Gonville Place, Cambridge
when & speaker from BR will deal with
local electrification whilst the Branch
A,G M. will be hald st 2.00pm on Satur-
day February 23rd at Central Library,
Bury 51, Edmunds. After the formal
business there will ba a talk by Eldon
Griffiths (local MP and a8 former Junior
Transgon Minister).

Travor Garmod

YORKSHIRE

Fallowing the success of divarting the
Snaffield w Huddersfield traina wia
Barmsley, Silkstone Common station
(batwean Barngley and Panistone) was
due to re-open on Movember 19
Moamwhile British Rail, in the light of
tha Settle—Carlisle fiasco, has ré-issuad
the Sec. 56 notices for the Denby Dale
to Huddersfield saction of the line
wihich ligs in West Yorkshire. They have
algo re-lssued them for tha Midland
main fine between Goose Hill Junction
and Wath Road Junction, following the
obhservatlona mads by the Chalrman of
the Yorkshire T.ULC.C. at the Inguiry in
Wakafiald in July.

In September the battersd ceniral
jatty of the Goole Swing Bridge suffered
a further clout when it was hit by a
freighter atftempting o pass through
stern first in foggy conditions. Britigh
Rail hawe suthonsed the immediate ax-
penditure of abowut £10,.000 on first aid
repairg. At the beginning of October
Humbserside County Council offered up
to E400,000 to B.R. towards the cost of
repairing the central jetiy bui following
a mesting with the Council B.R. dacli-
nad the offer, Meanwhile BR. s con-
tinuing to run down the pori of Goole
by transfering the freight traffic else-
whara, the number of sidings within the
docks having been reduced to fouwr
{originally & was 18).

On a mom positive note howaver,
weiork has begun (o build & new passen-
ger line in Rotherham and to me-open
the town's Central station. Sponsored
by BR & SYPTE it involves congtruction
of a now link from tha Midland main
ling just south of Rotherham Masbor-
ough station to the former G.C. roule
batwean Shelflield and Doncasier ussd
at present only for freight. This will
enabla Shalfisld - Donoaster (rains to
run once again 1o the original station
demolished during the Beoching era.
The £2m. cost, which also includes new
stetions at Swinton, Thumscoe and
Goldtharpe, |8 to be met largely by The
County Council.

West Yorkshire County Council are
planning o re-use the Spen Yalley line
{between Bradford and Dewsbury| as
an sleciric trammaay To GEMVE GOMITHEr-
clal snd recresilonal cantres and &
major new transport museum 31 Low
Moor whore 8 new BR interchango is
&lso proposed.

WESSEX

On  Wednesday J8th September,
Gordon Pettitt, L & 5.E. Deputy Director,
gave an illustrated lecture to members
of the Chartered Instilute of Transport,
at the OCL offices in Southamplon, on
BR's proposals for electrification of the
Branksome—Weymouth  main  line.

Dennis Bradbury

Members wera told that it had been
largaly influenced by the need to ra-
placa the Class 487 fowr-car trasler unils,
by 1987, the stock having been con-
structed from BR M1 carrisges buil
originally from steam-hauled stock of
thin 1 950s,

Whai the Southern envisaged = &
fieat of S-cor mir-conditioned EMUSs
based on the Mk.3 stock, and utilising
tha power bogies of the Class 430
EMUs, runming &% len-car expressas
from Waterloo to Bournamouth, with
buffed facilities, and the leading five-car
gat going forward from there to Weay-
mouth. The growing population ol
Poole was recognised by the Southern
a8 0 potential “deaviding point’, and it
may well be thal expresses will operale
as a len-car set from Waterloo to Poole,
The economica of dispensing with the
naad to use Class 331 diessls beyond
Bournemouth s also a fector o bae
stressed when BR makes its submissing
1o the D.Tp.

Readera of “Modern Raibways™ wil
hove noted the comments of L & SE
Director, David Kirby, {n the May 1
adition) an tha above, and alsa thet th
Sactor has the FaringtonPorcres
Junctions to 5t. Denys and Eastlelg
lines i the ‘elecrrification pipaline” fo
1991, it is the remaining diesed 'islands
within the Southern Reglon aress
Wessex, that are causse for concarn
with tha need 1o roplece the agein
Class d0d and 2056 DEMUSs likely 1o
tha main influence. This Branch ha
conslstently pressad lor the mpleman
tation of a through Poole/Bourmamou
to Brighton axpreis sarvice, uling the
Cosham/Farfington cut-off, and thu:
pvoiding the time-consuming detou
into, and out of Portsmoulh, once alec
trification of the South Hampshire
routes has been complated, and
will possibly attract the growang nu
bar of private car users travelling
between the two areas on the M27/AZT
back to the rail moda.

its suppon for alectrification of th
rlrnaining diﬂﬂ-ﬂp&rﬂtﬂd lines i
Weasex, with Clir. Mike Roberis pras
ing the Southern to nfill” the Ash 1
Wokingham saction of the Guildford-
Reading route, Council olficers hav
managed 1o ratain six through working
per day between Portemaouth and Res

ing (via Easteighl in the 1985 timetabl
and tha Libaral Councillor for Had

End, Mrs. June Walson, is spaarhea

ing & campaign for inclusion of a
unmannad station and car park on t
Faraham/Eastleigh line, |in the Hadg
End, Waest End, and Botley Local Dra
Plan) at Hedge End North. The whol
araa has seon 8 ramendous growth i
population over the pasi decade, by
because of the lack of Park and Rid
slalions o sarve now howsing, ther
has been only marginal growth in boce

Hampshira County Couneil mnﬁﬂu]
i

passanger rail patronage.
Pete Madsen

SEVERNSIDE

In recent months we have received
soveral bits of encouraging rail news,
which might go soma way o mitigate

the gloom surrounding the future of

bus sarvicas, BA has withdrawn its un-
welcome plans to single about nine
miles of tha Bristol-YWestbhury route
through Bradford-on-Avon. The sing-
Hmg, o8 part of the West of England
resignalling, would have avoided sul-
stantial ‘one-off expanditure on track
renewal. However, BR now disciose
that, due to changed crcumstances, i
finds that any capital savings would ba
outweighed in the long fun by cost
penalties dus to the inflexibility im-
possd on tmetable planning and use of
rolling stock and train crews, As wall as
retaining imetable paths for peak DU
s to Freshford and Axoncliff, this
asion may allow more Keynahsm
and Aomseay calls by Bristol-Ports-
mouth traing. We can but hope that BR
hereabouts has lesrnt s lesson from
the disruption and inflexibiity of
previoum short-sightad singling
schemes. Improving services on this
route has repsatedly won more rev-
anue, showing that, as with Salisbury—
Exeter, devalopmant rather than futile
economy is the key to better parform-
AmcE.

The campaign to re-gpen Yate station
[on the Bristol—Glowcester routel, long
& local ADS objective., moved & stage
further when some 50 people crowded
imte the Parigh Hall on tha blustery
evening of Friday 2151 Seplember. After
an sddress by Transpori 7000 Deputy
Director, Jonathan Robarts, many local
residants stood up o put their views,

s~aphasising the rlidiculous Bolation of

. maw town for those without 24hr a
day access to a car. Buses sverage
A0ming. for the 10-mile journey inta
Bristol, whilst a f%rain could reach
Temple Meads in undar 20; In diree-
tioms other than Bristod bus servcis ane
vary limited or non-existent. Initially,
without resources for a frequent DMU
sarvice to Bristol, rail would probably
have greater impact on |ongar journeys
to the South-West and MNorth, and to
London and South Wales vis Brlstol
Paroasay. The mesting nevertheless
showed a healthy appreciation of the
difficulties likeby to be encountered —
this combination of enthusiasm tem-
pered with realism must surely sucossd
in getting a station for this new town of
cvar 30,000 paople.

In the wake of suggestions from the
Iocal user group, BR proposes (from
May 1985} to extend off-peak Severn
Baach linge DMUs 1o Waston or Taunton
sarving stations n Southern Bristol
which curmently gel only a couple of
pésak-hour traing. Tha Savern Basch line

itzelf will gain 2 traina a day (in addition
to the bwo added lasl year), making a
total of 17. it is hoped that BR will take
head of the detsil criticiame of the user
group, 30 that this enterprising improve-
ment wes up to its undoubted poten-
tial, Tha two individual proposals above
show the nead for a comprehensive
naw look at the options for public trans-
port in the County of Avon. With this in
mind, the Branch has taken the initiative
in forming & Joint Working Party, initi-
ally representing RDS/Avon T 2000FoE/
Sevarn Beach Line Pass. Assn. 1o for-
mulalé a staged approach to bus—rall
integration. it is hoped thal ressarch
and consultation will podnt the way to a
solution which will make better use of
tha rail network in Awan, without the
massive expenditure which makes the
otharwisa excellent Avon Metro poditic-
ally wnneslisthc.

Jonathan Hummeall

Our affiliated users’ group the Omns-
kirk to Preston Travellars’ Assn. have
produced a 4-page documant which
states the case for re-opening the sta-
tion st Midge Hall and for the construe-
tion of 8 néew halt 8t Burscough Mill
Dam Lane, OPTA estimates that Midge
Hall would cost £12,000 to re-open and
Burscough E£60.000 to construct. Re-
saarch has shown thal thera 8 mors
demand for & station at Midge Hall than
thare is at Aufford. The proposals have
been considered by all the relevant
bodies but a8 yet no firm commitments
have been made. The Associstion ran a
special train from Ormskirk o Winder-
marte on ITh August which was very
successful and carmed nearly 170 peopla.

far adopted. To further the campaign
tha Branch has written to every MP
along the line outlining the benefits
electrification would bring. Tha res-
ponse so far has been encouraging but
the real test will come this autumn
-Wn‘ BR farmally puls its cesa to tha
[+

On the Windermere Branch the newly
formed Lakes Line Action Committes is
aged in raising money to improve
station facilithes at s terminus. BR have
already promisad to spend £75,000 on
the station (rather than the C50,000
m‘lﬂlﬂ-ﬂl\l‘ planned] and to provide a
proper walting room, The Board has
sabd it will match £ for £ any money
rmmad locally 1o 8 totsl of £30,000, This
will be used to extend the left-luggage
office and the waiting room. So far the
Group has raised sbout £2,500 — £1,000
coming from Windermers Parish
Council,

Turning 1o the “cause celebre” the
third objection period for the Settie—
Carfizle s now over and the campaign
Ilooks forwand” to the |nguiries 10 coma.
In order to finance the campaign the
Settle=Carlisle Joint Action Commities
(RDS, T.2000 and FOSCLA) is forming
iteslf into a limited company and hopas
to raise [55,000. The PEIDA raport info
the line has now bean published. This
wiid commiasionad by Cumbria County
Council in concert with other local
authorities, it accuses BR of “WANTON
MEGLECT" owar its maintenance of the
structures along the line and guestions
the valua of the TUCC procedure wihen
BR hawve zo deliberately weighad the
case in favour of closure
Do on wesd belows magl
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Thiz Branch has recently joined the
committes of the North YWast Elecirific-
ation Campalgn — an alliance of trade
unions, political parties and other bod-
ies whose aim s 10 securs aarly appro-
val to electrification of the Blackpool to
Manchaster line and also o parsuade
the Government 1o embark on @ more
comprahansive programme of elactfi-
fication than the piecemeal approach so

“B.R. can ensure thet the horse has
bolied bafore the gate s bared™.Tha
mzat disappointing feature of the wholae
report however I8 the section on tha
Social Cost of closing the line a3 the
COBA snalysis makes a lot of guastion-
abls sssumptions and comes 1o no
positive conclusion. it does neverthe-
less gay that tha possible social costs of
chosure will be high but the Report is all




thimgs to all men = even BR are satis-
fimd with il In mamy places it has onby
scratched the surface and clearly ifd-
cates that thare is 8 nead for much mone
detalled resaanch,

Hichand Wars

NORTH MIDLANDS

Electrification of the East Coast Main
Lime iz good news for Newark and
Retlord bul we hops the Midland Main
Lime will not have to wail 100 |long
bafra tha catenary s axtended from
Bediord through 1o the cbhes of Derbwy,
Mottingham and Sheffield Thig would
complament the Improvements being
rradie 16 station bulldings. A new trawval
centra and booking office wars Inatalled
al Mottingham some time ago; the lifts
hiwn riscantly badn rebullt, snd platform
buildings ara next in line for attention
At Derby, work has started on compre-
hensive meconsiruction of the passsn-
ger facilities.

Tha Mottingham—Lincodn Rail Users'
Group has enquired about possible
E.E.C. assistance towards the cost ol
repairs to Rolleston station which ser-
viel thres villsgaa and Southwaell race-
course, Local Authorities have protes-
taed thiat Alfreton & Mansfiald Parkway
has been unstaffed & cenain tmes of
the day, dua to staff shortage, This has
caudsd congiderable neonvaments bo
passengers torced 1o iravel ticketdass.

The enginesring firm of W.H Devia &
Sons, ol Langwith Junclion, are back in
business afier going into receivarship
garhier ihiz vear. Their products inclede
frasght ralling stock and containara. Tha
factory has retained & radl link deapite
rouls re-organisation in recent years
Coal traffic, normally the most impor-
tant frelght in the area, is much reduced
because of the miners” strike and soma
crew's refusel to operate trains from
pits that are working, Lories &re
mowving significant portion of coal that
narmally goes by rail

Malcolm Goodall

LINCOLNSHIRE

Following the oxplorstory moosling
reparied in our last Esue 26 local mem-
bars meeting in Lincsin on 18th October
resolved to form & new Branch of RDS
to eover the counties of Lincolnshire &
South Humberside. Chalrman and Sec
refary ebected at the meeting ware Mike
Savaga and Philip Strong end the
Branch’s first aim s 10 press on wilh
production and marketing of a local
gusicla ook entitlked “Lincolnshire by
Rail®.

WALES

The future of the Cambrian Coasi
lines to Aberystwyth and Pwllheli a1 last
pearms sesured following BUA.'s announ-
cament of a [4.7m. investment REck-
age. The three year scheme, to start in

1885, is dependent on financial contri-
butions from Mid Wales Dewelopmant
and lacal suthoritias. Dperational con-
trol of the 135 route miles will be con-
cantrated 80 Machynilath, with aulo-
mation of the remaining manual lavel
croasings and introduction of radio sig-

SCOTLAND

The Local Branch (RDS-—Scotland)
wishes to extend an open invitation o
aryy ADS mambars who may be in Scot-
land, to visit their office which i siu-
ated on the top floor of 113 West Regant

Sireatl, Glasgow and fs always staffed
on Tuesdays

Hi-Speed
Printing
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COPYING

nalling. This will allow operation of &
yaar round Sunday service, presantly
pracivded by the cost of manning num-
erous crossings and loops. Mew class
150 DddUIs weill replace the presant age-
ing fleet, and a daily Inter-City service
will lsave Aberystwyth for Eusion at
07.20, returning &t 15.10. At the same
tima, a 840,000 modemisation plan for
the Ceantral Walas Hne wasz alio
announced.

During the summer the Cambrian
Coast Line Action Group ran six Sunday
Shuttke trains betwean Barmouih and
Pwlilheli with the support of Gwynedd
County Council. Tha six Sundays (22nd,
29h July, Bth, 12th, 1%h and 26th
Augusi} saw 2365 passanpers carried

JWECH

High Strect
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| ALWAYS SAID THEY S
COULD TAKE THIS SINGLING
BLUSIMESS Too FAR!

EDITOR'S NOTE: It I8 undemtocod to be a long established rule of the Southern
Pacific Raliroad (USA] that if two tralns meael on a single track naither shall procesd
wnitil the other has withodrawn

RALWAY DEVELOPMENT MNEWS is
odited by Keith Willson, 118 Aspinall Road, London 5. E.4

Sub-Editar: G.F.D.Cooper, B Jubiles Court, Harell Hill, Bracknell, Berks. RG12
30R,

Circulation Manager: to whom any advice of non-recsipt etc., of R.O.N. should
ba sent: JW.Barflald, 108 Barwick Road, London E18 3DS,

Mr. Cooper s responsibla for REGHIMAL NOTES, Mr.Wilison for all other material.
To ensure inclusion in the next ssue (1o ba publizhed n MARCH 1985 all materal
must be in the hands of the appropriate Editor by WEDNESDAY Sth JANUARY.

Published by the RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY
BM-ADS, London WCTN 3XMX. (Tel: 01-405 0463)

Prantad by Print-Ouwt, High Street, Histon, Camibeidge




