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STILL NO FIRM COMMITMENT TO RAIL INVESTMENT
FROM PRIME MINISTER

At the General Election, in Junae, the
Chairman, Dr. Caton, wrote to all the
Leaders of the major political parties pos-
ing the gquestions set out below and re
questing & mesting to discuss railway mat-
tars whon the results were knowm. In the
ewent only Mri. Thatcher sent a personal

aznly the text of which (and the Chair-

' comments therson) are reproduced
on this page,

I the letter RDS asked the Party Lead-
s to state, if elected, whether they would
implernent the following policces for the
i sy -

(1) Reject options in the Serpell Re-
port on rallway finances for furthér con-
tracticn of the Railway netwaork;

{21 Fespond o the recant manage
ment — union agreement on the Bediond
— StPancras line for single manning of
trains by authorising the go-ahead for a
major programme of rallway electrifica
tion;

(3]  Fund a programme of eoperimen-
tal rail re-openings under the amendment
pasted {n 1981 o the 1962 Transport Act;

(4 Work towards a fairer system of
funding road and rail transgort, In parti-
cular remowing the presant anomaly in

#=bich road building s justified n terms

pocial cost — benefit whoress rmapor
railway investment (3 often confined to
schames which meet strict commaercial
critaria.

THE CHAIRMAN COMMENTS

The Sociery was plessed to recoive the
accompanying reply,. signed perionally by
the Prime Minister, the most significant
statement in which is the assurance that
the Gevernment does not envisage major
route closures, We may perhaps take sorme
comfort from the fact that this policy &
mirrored in the recently published B.R,
Caorporate Plan which envizages very few
passamger closures althousgh it it clear that,
if implemanted, some freight lines wairld
ditappear. However, the currant threat to
the Settle—Carlisle lina, which forms the
miost direct link between Lesds and Glas-
gow, must surely put the Prime Minlster's
pledge to the test, since by an standards
this must be regarded as a major route.

The remaindar of Mrs, Thatcher™s letter
is fess satisfactory in that it containg no
firm commitment to 8 rolling programme
of glectrification and other long-tenm mad-
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ernisation which British Rail so despera:
tely needs. By contrast the Government GARETH JONES

has just published a White Paper satting
cut & £7,000 million rosd programmo de-
signed to moet the country's needs beyond
the end of the century. |f such vision and
long term planning were similarly applied
to the Railways, Britain might have a tran
sport policy worthy of that name,
MP.L.C.

We regrat to sdvise of the sudden death
of the Midlands Branch Secretary, Gareth
D. Jones on J6th Seprember. Gareth was
a moat amiable colleague anxiows to spend
avery momant working for rail promation
and he will be very much missed.
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RAIL LETTER FROM AMERICA

Harry Miller is a8 freslance LS, ralfway
writer who wisited the UK. in 1982 and
participated in several RDS activities, We
publith Below, with his kind permission,
extracts from a benier which he wrobte 1o
John Barfield in May 1983,

w.Part of the reason that | delayved
writing you was that | falt that you had
engugh gloom and doom from the railway
world [n Britain, without my adding an-
other negative note, Perhaps, however, |
should continue 1o be negative: the cres-
tion of Amirak in 1971 was a miracle |
wiould not have predicted, and 118 survrval
in 1983 s a continuing miracle. If | be-
cama positive, perhaps things would get
wWorse 7

i) BlveEys encourage and admite those
who are heavily engaged in the thankless
task of slowing the headlong rush towand
total domination of the English-speaking
world {(and other civilised parts of the
globel by the infernal combustion rubber-
tyred device, Thus | want 1o emphatise
that | enjoy the publications from RDS
and Transpart 2000 {1 heve paid & sub-
scription to their "Retort”) even thowsgh
| may néwer again live in Britain and | am
not sure when | may return & & DowrisL

All the s Soversge we Jot sisunes U
that the Thatcher bunch will increass its
control of Britain in the upcoming elec
tions. Mest assured that the lady and her
henchmen will step up their campalgn of
starving and othensise diminishing British
Rall and ALL forms of public transport
She and her camp are fo more than alee
ted representatives of the srtomotive high-
way Interests, and you are going 1o fece
many discouraging setbacks in your very
imporient campaign, Ultimately, if the
autoamotive addicts have thelr way, Britain
will be no more than a snarlimg mass of
avercrowdded roads, Indeed, it is that way
now at many times aid 6 many pleces,
By living in Bournemouth from late Aug-
ust until Tth Decamber 1882, | discovered
for the first time what it is like to be ina
moderately largs town, with measonably
good bus service [although it was threat-
anad with severs reductions), with excall-
ent train servics, &t least 1o Southampton
and London. Alweys before, | had travel-
led extensively throughout England, Scot-
land and Wales, using either RAail [
indiwidual tickets. In using British Rall &
my “window' on the UK., | had failed to
realise just how thoroughly the sutomaotive
highway system has taken over the life-
style, just & in the U5,

You know Americans in genaral and
Anglophibes n particular have & predis-
position to think of the British as orderly,
polite and very ciwilised. What | did ROT
exwpect to find in Bournemouth wa that
the British motorist ks far more aggressive
than his American counterpart, far less
conshderate of pedestrians, far mose impa:-
tient, and far moee likely to runup on the
paverment any time he sees fit Plasing the
autamobdle in the hands of lerge nurmbsers

af “ordinary™ British people has encours-
ged o meaness and a retreat from an ather-
wite civilited axitence. This tandency has
quite somse tirme to run (5 course in your
venarable society. Whethar there will be
mich public transportation left in the end
ultimately depends on the trade-off b
toeen individual rights to drive motor
valiicles ANYWHERE at ANYTIME and
the interdepondent needs of society as a
whale. |t was depressing to find that the
British admire, indesd are fascinated with,
many of the worst features of the Amer-
can culture in &l it “exciting™ brashness
and crudities. As you and vour fellow
workers stand up for the preservation and
improvement of public ransportation, of
which the rail mode is of courss the best,
wou ane, contrary 1o what all the road gang
thinks, standing up for the survival of the
LI.K. 25 a hebitable land. Once British Rail
is severely reduced or eliminated, the LK.
will be a land | will never want to visit
again, One hopes that reason and econd-
mic necessity will sse the eventual swbil-
itation of the Britizh Rail situation.

THE WEST LONDON LINE
TWO WAYS TO SPEND £50,000

Coopers & Lybrand are 1o recaive
£60,000 of British Rail's money to study
the femibility of converting salected rail
ways, including the West London Line,
into roads. That such a concession to the
road lobby should have been made at all
it regrettable; that this line — 8 major cross-
London fraight transfer route — should be
chosen for such a study is abaurd, 11 55 1
e hoped that the study will find conclu-
sivaly in favour of keeping the line intact,
but this is a faint hope. Mare than likely
the report will display the same straotegic
myopia &s did Serpell, and £50,000 better
spant slsgwhere will have been wasted.

Corincidentally, the G.L.C. is consider-
ing funding a E50,000 study by B.R, into
the possibility of running a half-hourly
DML service over the sama line between
Clapharm JMunction and Willesden, while
apaning or re-opening six stations an route,
Preliminary study by the G.L.C. has pro-
duced a rough estimate that 2—3,000 pas-
sEngars a day would uss the dary s, which
would provide & eross-river link from the
5.R's baslest interchange station to the
HMorth London amnd Bakerloo lines. Even-
tual electrification would |esd to an inte-
grated orbital service from Clapham Junc-
tion to Morth Woolwich,

The G.L.C. i to be commended on its
positive approach to rallwey development.
Whether E£50,000 worth of well-spant
G.L.C. money will undo the harm caused
by £50,000 waorth of lll-spent B.A. money
remmainsg to e saen.

ELW.

R.D.S. SECTOR COMMITTEES

The Mational Committee are congider-
ing mirrading mofe closely the work of
B.R"s Commercial Sectors in the same way
that the Freight Sub-Committes al present

work in close co-operation with the Board
in promoting RAILFREIGHT [See report
ehewhers in this ssuee).

et of the prime reguisites will be the
staffing of the Commitiess by enthusiastic
volunteers. To gauge responss would mem-
bers having a particular Enterest in tha fol
lowing SECTORS who might be able to
contribute please advise the Gensral See
retary;:-

PARCELS—INTER-CITY-PROVINCIAL

Many Branches and Areas already deal
with local managermént on a variety of is-
sues. The new and succestful Sector Man-
asgarment has many advantages ovar the
pravious situation where one could never
find any one responsible at B.A. Head
quarters, if indeed that could be located,
and that went for saff alsol 'With the new
structure we can now reach the top as and
when we need to but it helps them if policy
matters are directed through one source
within the Sochety,

| have parsonally sent several potential
traffic suggestions to the Parcel Sector ™
which their appreciation has been expr..-
sed and am willing to contimes with this
thould mermbers keep me informed. The
area most usaful is | feel where companics
are moving location or setting up in new
areas of production and B.R% salesmen
can visit tham bafore contracts ame placed
and road vehicles leased.

W. L Freitag.

WHERE ARE THE WOMEN?

R.D.A5 s distinguished from other pro-
rakl groups such as environmentalists, pre-
sarvationists and enthusiasts by its com-
mitment to the improvernent of rafl servi-
ced for the public wramport wser. It |5
strangs, therefors, that, while women are
heavily dependent on public transport,
only & wmall peroantags of R.D.5. mem
are women and there i only one
member of the National Committes.

i A.0.5 were to attract & represants:
tive proportion of womaen info s ranks
this would at the very least bring in 1,000
mew members. 'We would also be able to
honestly claim to représent @ truge cross-
section of rall users. ED.

RAIL DEVELOPMENT
ENTERFPRISES — also offer:—

(s} Shed Code type stickers 27 x 37
in glectric blue with the initials “AD" and
woards “Rall Developmant™

b} SCRAP SERPELL lapsl badges
inot the WUR designl. |Special bargain
price 60p for (a) & (bl

{ef How 1o organise a special train
with a difference, Hints, tips and advice
from booking to marketing to success!
Send SAE for Fact Sheet.

Al the abowe available from M. Hadlay,
34, Swrion Road, Letchworth, Herts,
Make chagues payable to:-

M. Hadbey re: RDS adc,

e




As reported in the recent MEMBERS® BULLETIM the RDS Petition was finally
#=retonted to the Prime Ministor on 30th June and the sbove photograph [which is
seprodieced by curtesy of the “"Morning Star”' | shows (I-r] Nigel Spearing M.P., John
Barfield (Pettion Co-ordinator] and Vice-Chairman, Steve Wilkinson, preparing for
tharir wisit to No. 10, With them were Dr.Caton, Stephen Ross M.P.(Lib. 1oW] Press
Oficer, Les Froitag, and a represantative of the S0P,

FREIGHT SCENE

The Freight Sub-Committes has met at
threa-monthly intervals. Londan has been
the most popular venue, although one
mesting took place at Milford Freight Ter-
minal (Dideat] when members of the Co-
mmitiee inspected the premises and dis-
cussed potential traffic with the Managing
Director thers,

Arnongst many subjects discussed over
the last year or $o the following are a mere
sample:-

A comprehensive paper has been pro-
duced suggesting that (ik 1.5.0. containers
ol ba carried by BR “Speediink”™ sar:
vices a5 wall & by “Fresghtliners” to ach-
irve a wider distribution network: (il
Freightliner flat wagons should be modi-
fled to fun & separate wagons carrying
400" long containers; and (i} BR should
urgently consider building some wagons

which would accomodate 10°0°° high ean-
1Hners., 8 subpect which has been discussed
with tha BRB.

Corfespondence is taking place with
Transfesa Terminals Lid., about their op-
erations and the effect of proposed roll-on
frall-aff developments by Brittany Farmries.
Answers 5o far have been re-assuring but
the situation is to bs monitoned.

Correspondence i continuing with B,
R.B.; the Greater Manchester Council and
the City of Manchester about rail traffic
which could be generated by a proposed
plant for the conversion of rubbish into
crude oil, Swedish Railways have bean
contacted about & pro-road/anti-rail article
in the “Scania™ magazine. Replies are
awaited.

The prowition of Lorry Parks by local
authorities, with all expenses paid, has
been discussed and referred to the Road)
Rall Committes & this is seen a5 a subsidy

to the road haulage industry, Grain and it
derivatives have proved & growing source
of traffie with rall-connected terminals
appearing at the ports of Southampton,
Teas Dock, Ipswich, Tilbury and Cardiff,

The Committes has béan in correspon:
dence with B.R. and privete wagon com-
panies specialising in Rallireight, notably
Traffic Services Ltd., and Storage and
Transport Systems Lid., A good rapport
has been establithed with thets conterng
and further developments sre expectad,
Concern has been expressed about delays
by the Department of Transport over the
consideration of applications for Sec. B
grants. This matter is being mken up with
the Minkster,

Corby New Town hat been approached
about rail-linking freight facilities now
that the steslworks hes closed. Interest has
also been shown in a rail link for the pro-
posed  “Dismeyland™ smusement park.
Light Rail schemes and their effect on e
isting and future freight schemes are to be
monitared. A policy staterment on this sub-
jeet i3 belng prepared for submission to the
Mational Committes,

Taking a beoad view the Hail Freight
soeng has much in it which i3 encouraging.
The suggestions of the Committes are
taken seriously ata high level and its mem-
bars Feel that they have much o contrib-
ute towards sustaining and improving the
rallweys® ability to mowe Large and more
micdest loads over long and not 50 long
distances, given now and developing tech-

nology.
H.L.

LONDON FREIGHT SCENE

Roaders will doubtless remember read-
ing somatime ago of a freight tranship-
ment depot proposed for Welaeyn Garden
'I:'ilz'.l. e are therefore pleated to report
that thas has now besn geen the go-ahead
in the latest round of Secl grants The
slowness of the grant procedure nearly cost
the entire project and following investigs-
tiand it would appear that one of tha chief
culpeits was the last Minister and the B.A.
Proparty Board. Fortunately progress
dinoé the announcement has been such
that the handling eguipment should be an
site by late Autumn,

Canosrn that traffic to the Sec.8 facility
&t Harparbury, (Herts) by Redland Aggre-
gates could be in jpopardy if altarnative
quarrying took place on the Radiett Air-
fild site have baen removed. Dutling pland
indicate a comveyor system to take the
extracted gravel to the rail facility and
talks with Redland heve revealed that the
traffic will increase (granite chips from
Leicestershirel &8 gravel sources in the
Home Counties become worked out Be-
cause of this Redland are pursuing further
rail acoEis points. These are: Stevenage,
where planning permission previoushy
granted has bean renewed ; Hoddesdon and
Broxbourne, both of which will be bulit,
preferably at the old power station which
has cartain sidings already in-sit,

W.L.F.

.‘M



“Another Axeman for
Qur Railways?"
Sir,

W are & strange nation.

While maost of Europe carefully planned
a co-grdinated $ystem of railways, rosds
and canals, we have, in our uniquely insular
wiay, procesded to by the basis for 8 de-
caying sysvem by parsisting in lopking at
our ralbways a5 a pure profit and loss axer-
cise without attempting 1o evaluate their
contribution ta the nation’s economy and
enyronment.

I the 18th Cantury, inspired by George
Hudion, private enterprise developed &
tatally uncontrolled raillway network with
such compaetitive nonsenses as three routes
from London to Mottingham. Private coll-
ierles and factories did not help either —
thay wanted rail connéctions But were nat
prepared 1o remodel thelr premises to
asccomodate them. The result was sharp
curves in sidings and short whealbase waj
ond while on the European mainland high
capacity wagons wire already the order of
the day. Meanwhile the railways hed been
allowed 1o buy many of our canals which
have steadily deteriorated as fresghtways
by contrast with the rest of Europe.

Even with the 1921 Railways Act we
had mot learned our lesson = instead of
creating one system four companies warne
formed which, apart from the Southern
Railway and a few crack trains on other
lires, proved to be inefficient, over centra-
lised and labour-intensive — nice to work
for but insdequate in & moden context
with & particularly marked lack of signifi-
cant in-vestment. For example, the nation-
alised undertaking inherited 44 mechanical
signal boxes, many continuously manned,
in the 50 miles batwesn London & Bed-
fond, Mow there & only one control centrs
fior the lot.

Labour had a chance to do somathing
poditive with s 1847 Act = not only o
sat up one system but to rationalise and
modernise it but what did they dot They
put maney inta groundnuts while over the
water in Holland the Gowernment appoin-
ted o real “statesman™ 1o plan and imple-
ment thefr Railway Modernisation. | know
= becauss | worked for him and the |nter-
national Union of Railways.

In 1852 the Conservatives tried 1o un-
scramble the nationalised egg. “"Bring back
the old company colours and thus the old
loyalties" they sald. So we had chocolate
and cream coaches on the Western until
roal modernization, Then came the 1955
Watkinson Report, setiing out a full pro-
gramme of re-eguipmaent, including elect-
rification and re-signalling profected, in
the way all such programmes should be
well into the 19708, But this gave the pro-
mite af an efficient nationalised system —
an anathema to the Tory right wing and
the road-minded Civil Service advisers, so
Marples stopped progress dead in its tracks,
wen to the axtent of slowing down the
bong-welded rail programme, & product-

vity measure i ever there was one. He
than brought in axeman member cne;
Beeching who, egged on by the Ministry
af Trarmsport Aailway Directorate, closed
lines and stations wholesale, ieaving whole
areas to the mersy of the bus companies
who subsequently cut replacement ser-
vices 1o the bona or withdrew them entir-
aly, leaving whole areas without public
transport. Later of course it was found
that branch lines made & substantial con-
tribution to main line revenue, but never
mind. By this time, while anti-rail or just
plain dithery Ministers hedged at any
major spending wholesale electrification
and other improvements to the infrastruc.
ture wers the order of the day in most
Ewropean Countrles,

And sa to the present day with Axeman
Nao. 2 on our horizon — Sir Peter Parker
having proved too much of a pill for our
rail-hating Prime Minister to swallow. To
give her credit the outgoing administration
had allowed 50 miles to be electrified be-
tween Bodford and London {even though
one Serpell Option was 1o close it) toget-
her with some 75 miles betwssen Colches-
ter, Harwich and Norwich but they care-
fully refussd to extend the eastern wires
13 miles from Royston and 30 miles from
Bishops Stortford to Cambridge. In addi
tion diesal traction is still reguired for the
strategically obviows few miles between
wires at Willesden and Stratford,

O tha rosds juggernauts resgn Suprems
and motorways crumble. Railway product:
ivity improves {since ASLEF realised thair
1882 folly) with flexible rostering. QMO
and the “open station." But Mr, Howell,
having commissioned yet another report
from “‘experts” and then changed their
rerra of reference half way through the
study still found excuses 1o avoid honouwr
ing his promises of Investment in retum
for productivity. Meanwhile the Energy
Minister spends £1.5 millisn per week
propping up the coal industry which, in
1947, inherited many mines whoss ownirs
had worked out the most easily sccessible
coal leaving millions of tons unecenomical
o e tract.

Mr. Editor, we are indesd a strange

nation,
ours non-politically
AP Lambert
Hendon, M4,
“Don't Bash the Arts Council (I1}*
Sir,

It was with dismay that | read in the
last isswe of Rallway Development Mews
the following:-
® “Taxpayers are forced willy-nilly to
fork Ut s through the Arts Council
£560m, to foster madern art and encour-
age esoferic beanches of culture sudh &5
ballet and opera.”

| have been employed st the Royal
Opera House Tor ower 20 years and in the
musical profession for over 30 years and

MEMBERS’ PLATFORM

in all that tirme | have maintained that rall
should gat a larger share of the traffic gen-
erated by ballei, opera and symphony
music than it doos

These activities, unlike road traffic, do
not compete sgainst railways for traffic
and they do not make insatisble demands
on space and ruin the enviroamant. Over
the years | have recruited some of my ool
beagues inte ADS membership and the
Musicians' Union, of which | am & maem-
ber, have urged railway modernisation for
soveral years now.

Againet this background such remarks
offend rme, especially when they have no
placa in RDS literature. | thevefore insist
that:-

{a] RDS dissssociates itself from thesa

remarks;
b} An essurance is given that it will
not happen again, -

Kenneth B, Shaw
Woodford Green, Essax.

THE EDITOR COMMENTS
Opposition to Arts Cound| subsidies i
in no way official RDS policy. The articls
in gquestion was published under the sama
conditions a8 a "letter 1o the editor” and
| apologise if this was not made clear. |
cannot, howsver, undertake not to pub-
ligh members’ views which may be contro-
versial. The “MEMBERS' PLATFORM"
it intended to stimulate free discussion,
net 1o promote any particular “party line™

"Bouquet”

Sir,

Just & short letter of congratulations
on your first RO, in the new format,
Its presantation s much more appealing
and offers a great deal more scope, & do
the illustrations and advertisemant Inssisc.
Wall dhoenee sir!

Eddia Graves
Histon, Cambridge.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editorish will consider for public-
ation letters and articles on matters of gan-
eral interest. Any opinlons expressed, how
ever, musl not be mken 8 necessarily
reflecting the official views of the Society.

The Editor alse reserves the right to
make “guts”, Letters must normally be
signed with the writer's real namas, Only
in exceptional circumstances, which must
be clearly stated in & covering letter, wdll
they be sccapted for publication under a
“mome de plume.”™

AGM. — 1984

Provisipnal arrangemenis have baen
made for the 1884 Annusl General Meet-
ing to be held at The Maltings, ELY, Cam-
bridgeshine, on Saturday Z8th April Flesse
rrake B note in your diary.




LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

Principal concern af the Branch in the
last foww months has been the preparation
of its reply to the Government's White
Paper "Public Transport in  London'
(Cmind. S004] which envisages transferr-
ing responsibility for LT, from the Greater
London Council to a Government-appain-
ted Aegional Tramport Authority. In ts 4
page Memorandum sent to Transport Sec-
retary, Tom King; other interested parties
and the media at the beginning of Septem-
bar grave disquiet was expressed at the
prospect of London and South East trans-
port services being controlled by an unrep-
resentative QUANGD and the Society
deprecated any mowes which could lesd 1o
the arodion af the principles of integration
which heve been developed by L.T. (and
more recantly the G, L.C.) over the last B0
p=ars. Copies have since been sent to all

Sadon MPs, GUL.C. councillors, and the
Transport Chalrmen of the relevant shire
pounties as the mowves, {as the subsequent
White Paper issued on 7th October con-
firmed] could wall be the first steps to-
wards similar action in the other Metro-
ol tan Areas.

At the end of September the Branch
(and the Society) was repeesented at a 3-
day Conference sponsored by the Uniwer-
sity of London, Lendon Transport and
the Chartered Institute of Transport on
the future af Urban Publie Tramsport to
celebrate the BOth Anniversary of L.T.
The standsrd of the papers presented (and
subsequent debatel indicated that L.T. i
being run by far-sighted and dynamic
managers (in both the bus and rall fiakd)
who are not afrabd to @ckle the probloms
of over-manning which have plagued the
undartaking in an imaginative and realatic
®=nner. The whole procesdings were,
..ewver, overshadowed by the uncartain:
ty which now pravalls over the future of
London & Sowth East land Urban Trans-
port generallyl and the dramatic end o
the L. T. Reception which was more rem-
iniscant of 8 Greek Wedding = with the
shattering of crockery — was perhaps an
oman of what is to come.

The position on the Tonbridge — Hast-
ings line still remains uncertain despite the
commitment in para. 2168 aof B.R' Cos-
porate Plan to eventual electrification, It
appears that the Departmant of Transport
B 5till looking at the possibility of contin:
uing with diesel traction snd a final decis-
lon was expected when Parliamant resu-
med in October, The campaign to save the
Tunbrichpe ‘Wells — Eridge line however
continues and RDS and local users” groups
carried out a8 massive leafleting oparation
in the area aver the weakend of 17th Sept:
amibser urging greater use of the line.

On the Watford — St.Albans line the
Society's visit on 4th June, and i imvelve-
ment in the 126th Anniversary Celebea-
tions the week before, has undoubtedly

REGIONAL NOTES

had some influence on the decision of
Hertfordshire County Council not to con-
tinue with proposals which would have
invalved ite partial closura merely o facil-
itate @ local road scheme. Those members
and supporiers who joined the trip on dth
June were able to travel on what were
then ane of the new Midiand-City Electric
units; o inspect the new station at Mifvan
Koynes (and sample its real ale) and abso
the Bletchley—Bedford line on which B.R.
have recently sgreed to divert wraing it
the main Bedford station — largely as a
result of pressure from our Corporate
Member the Bletchley — Bedford Rail
hsars” Assn.

& dramatic turn of events occwrred in
the Liverpool Street Sagas when B.R. cir
culated local groups and authorities with
its latest proposals to divert the Morth
Londgn Line trains to Morth Woolwich
(afrer completion of the electrification
being financad by the G.L.C.J; provide the
new curve at Graham Road at an early
stage and sbandon the ides of a temgsorary
station at Worship Street providing dual-
woltsge stock to maintain a service from
Watlord to Liverpoosl Street. As B.A. ax-
plained in thair summing up “This e
appraisal has now led to the conclusion
that It will mow be practical fo construct
tho new line at Hackney at the start of the
project and then divert the Morth Londan
City services from Broad Street into Liver-
pocl Streat without the need to provide a
temporary station at Worship Strest,

Abandonment of the section of line
betwesn Dalston Junction and Worship
Streat will $till presurnably reguine a fur-
thér closure notice and Inquiry by the
T.ULC.C. when the acceptability of B.R"
revised proposals will have to be consid-
ared but the availability of dual-voltage
stock opens wp broader oppartunities for
the developient of Crods-London Links
which the Branch will not be slow to pur-
sup with the appropriate suthorities and
recent meetings with G.L.C. Transport
Chair, Dawe Wetzel, indicate that the
Council s further advanced with propossals
for the West London Line {Willesdan —
Clapharm Junction) than had at first baen

thought.

Finally the proposed closure of Mary-
lgbone, and I effect on the services to
Aylpsbury, (as outlined in the Press Stame-
mant issued with the B.R. Corporate Plan)
has prompted the Branch to submit a
detailed letter to “"Modern Railways' seok-
ing answers to the many ‘“Unanswersd
Cuestions”™ and at a Public Meeting, organ-
ised by RDS, in Aylesbury on 4th Octobaer
& packed hall of some B0 local residents
and councillors gave & resounding *'thumbs
down™ o any proposals which would
acheersly affect the rail sarvices to this ex-
panding county town, On the contrary
they passed & Resolution deploring the
continued deterioration of serelces and
pressed for improvements to be imploman-

ted — to be financed by office develop-
meant 8t Marylebone, B

WEST MIDLANDS

Two rall routes are candidates for clos-
ure in this area. North of Walsall 5% miles
of the Ryecraft — Lichield fraight line is
to e closed as far as Brownhills from 14th
January 1984 with an Oil Terminal thers
left 1o be sarved by a singled siding from
Lichfield = a further 4% miles to the
Morth, Freight trains from the Morth East
will incur an extra 16 miles travel via Water
Orton and the |ocal Branch of RDS has
lodged obpections to B.R. and the W.AM.
.G, British Rail also want 1o close four
miles of the 24 mile main routs to Strat-
fordron-Awon by teérminating trains at
Henley-in-Arden snd singling bath the
Shirley — Henley section {10 miles) and
the Hatton = Stratford section (9 miles),
Stratford-on-dvon trains would be halved
and re-rguted, The Branch has sent details
of it objection and alternalnve eoonames
1o several interested parties but B.R. have
o date refused to discuss their scheme at
public and private mestings with us, or
with the T.U.C.C. In the meantime the
1868 Injunction against withdrawal of the
service remaing in foros,

B.A. also seem unable to meet the
W.M.P.T.E's request for 8 marginal eosting
tor the proposed axparimental EMU ser
vice bebween Waksall and Wolverhampton
ingtead of the full Section 20 costing. The
County Council are anxbous that BLA.
should accept the spirit of the Tony Spel-
ler amendment to the 1962 Transport Act
and representations are being made to the
Departmant of Transport. Just north of
Wolverhampton's former Low Level [G'W)
i1ation & neww curve has been opened to
limk Crbey with Bushbury and thus enable
MGR trains to avobd reversing to and from
Irpnbridge pui

On 31st Awgust the Branch ran a suoo
essful G-car DMU charter ““Avon Adven
turer” from Rugely, Hedresford and Wal-
sall to Stratford end Leamington. The
Branch A.G.M., was dus to ba held in Bir-
mingham on 223nd QOctober and our Red-
datehi GI'I;H.IP to run an Inter-City charter
train 10 Euston on 29th October. From
Ind October the PTE were dus to reduce
all off-peak fares, All rail retwrns over 40p
to be charged at the single fare to a maxi-
mium of £1.50 but the bus to have a maxi-
mum single fare of cnly 32p. The West
Midlands County Council are also very
keen to develop new forms of guided
transport. £1m. is 10 be spent on an exper-
imental guided busway; and the Consul-
w@nts report 5 due in 2 months on the
introduction of severa! super-tram routes
isgregated from other traffic. With the
acquisition of the formaer goods yard at
Eidderrminster by the Severn Valley Rail-
way it is expected that steam seryices will
be connecting with B.H. trains in the
Spring of 1984



EAST ANGLIA

RDO5 and its associated local groups ran
four special trains over the Summaer, DKL
specialy ran Trom Sudbury 1o Sheringham
and Ipswich to Sheringham (the latter via
the East Suffolk Line): while from the
Sheringham line, the Marh East Noerfolk
Travellers’ Association carried 500 people
an & locomative-hauled special from Morth
Waltham to Lisndudne, Another RDS-or-
ganised special ram from Watton-at-Stone
to Lowestoft, picking up passengers on
at each of the stations between Hitchin
and Cambridge. Every special train that
W FuR strengthens the cate for the reten-
ticn of our local neteork. Plans sre already
in hand for gur 1984 programema,

The Branch has published & leatiet de-
talling wictories won by the pro-rall babby
in East Anglia over the last year or so!
notably electrification to MNorwich; the
East Suffolk Line modernisation amd var-
s Sec B grants to transfer freight from
road to rail. 7,000 copies of the leaflet
hiave been distributed by members, toget-
her with BR literatwre, mainly door-to-
door, at various places in West Norfolk
and Cambridgeshire.

RADS and wsers' groups members have
made an effort 1o mest members of BR
managament in recant months, following
the extensive BR managerial re-organiss
tion in the Reglon. Several useful discus-
sions have been held and Branch Chair-
man, Steve Wilkinson, was invited to 8
working lunch with the King's Cross Divi-
sional Manager on 8th September. This
does not, howsver mean that we agres
with all that managsement are doing as an
17th September the Branch put out &
Press Statement expressing concamm abkout
the claimed need to single certain sections
of line in East Anglia, 'We have suggested
that, if it is really necessary 1o sconomise,
there should be a perlad of experimental
single-track working, during which no
track would be removed,

Branch Secretary, Trevor Garrod, took
part in an hour-long programme on Radio
Oreell on 18th August, on the subject of
haavy lorries and the rail alternative, The
follpwing week he was again on the air
waees, falking about the railways’ safety
respgerd,

RDS held & stall at the ““Wheels 83"
Transport Rally in |pswich over the Late
Summer Bank Holiday Weekend and at
the Open Day st Crown Point Depot, Mor-
wich, on 24th Septembsr,

Ogtobar Jed saw a slowing down of
traing between Colchester, |pswich and
Morwich by 15 minutes, because of elect-
rification work snd some deterioration in
connections off the East Sullolk Line, be
cause of enginaering work. All this waork
will bring benefits 1o the travelling public
by My 1985 — but we stressed to BR the
nead to make sure that their public rels
tions departrnent was really “on the ball™”
in explaning this o users,

TJG.

YORKSHIRE

In a recent Newsletter the Knaresbor-
ough & Harrogate Rall Users” Association
rporied pressure on British Fabl to replace
the many manned crossings on the line be-
tween Harrogate and York with automatic
gates. The bevel crossings are one of the
chief reasons why the line i so costly to
run and the servics 4 restricted Decauss
British Hall s concarned to avoid paying
overtime to the orossing keepers as far as
possible. Morth Yorkshire County Council
hias indicated that it would be prepared to
finance the installation of automatic cross-
inge on the principal roads provided that
BR will guarantes not to close the line in
a year or two's time, The matter is a1 pres-
ent under discussion beveeen British Rail
and Noeth Yorkshire County Council.

The Hope Valbey Rail Users’ Group has
taken up the matter of the station appro-
sches with British Radl's Area Manager in
Buxton. Many such approaches in the
Hope Valley afe in various states of neglect
varying from potholesin the road; slippery
platforms; dangerous steps to poor light-
ing and a profusion of brambles.

Plans are wall in hand for the construc:
tion of a chord at Hazel Grove near Stock-
port which would connect the fraight-only
line that used to form the main line from
Chinley to Manchaster Central with the
limee froem Buxton to Stockport. Thiswould
allow traing from Sheffield w call a1 Stock:
port and to come into Piccadilly station
on the correct side, so that they eould
continue to Liverpool.

On the Sheiffisld 1o Huddersfield ling
the diversion via Barmsley has resulted in
increased pasenger usage particularly by
redidents in Penistons who can now get (o
Barnsley in about ten minutes instead of
some 30 mins. by bus. The section of the
lime in West Yorkshire is not doing o wall
&% the trains areé in competition with the
cheap off-peak fares on the buses. In an
effort to counteract this British Rail ane
introducing some fare concassions.

Singling of the line 1o llkley has resulted
in alterations to the timetable which have
led to a considerable reduction in the

amount of pastenger LLsge.
0.8,

NORTH WEST BRANCH

& Morth-West Braneh of ADS has baen
formed to cover the areas of Cumbria and
Lancashire; Greater Manchester and Ches-
hire and Meorseyside. Links will be main-
tained with other RDS Branches as well as
wilth rall usears’ groups in Wales such as the
Heoart of Wales Line Travellers” Assn,
{HOWLTAL On 15t October Branch mem-
bers were due to meet for a talk by Me. J.
Berry (Project Manager, London Midland
Region of BR). Alresdy the Branch has
besn represented at 8 Confemence orgamni-
sed by Pannine Heritage into the future of
the Penning railway network. The Confer-
ence looked at ways individual lines could

be promoted and also what to do should
the worst happen and a line be proposed
for closure. Detailed eomments have been
submitted to Greater Manchester Council
on its proposed rail strategy. Chairman of
the Branch i Bir. AN Wares, 15 Stanley
Avenue, Penwortham, PR1 9RB. (The
address of the Secretary appeared in the
latest issue of the Members' Handbook
which has baen issued to membaers ower the
last fewr monthe, ED).

LANCASHIRE & CUMBRIA

The main concern in this area is the
threat 1o the Settle — Carfisle line and at a
spacial meating held in Lancaster on Satur-
day Ird September the SETTLE-CARL-
ISLE JOINT ACTION COMMITTEE was
formed. Chairman of the Commites is Dr.
John Whitelegg (052 B3175); Vice-Chair-
man is David Burton (16 Gordon Street,
Colne) and Secretary Geoff Dickinton
{20 Halifax Road, Melson).The Assistant
Secretary is Nosth West Branch Chairm ™
Richard Watts. The Committes is made ug
of representatives of the ROS, Transport
2000 and Friends of the Settle—Carlisle
Association. Already 5 public mostings
have been arranged; a special meeting for
Parith Councils on 281th October; 8 meset:
ing with Tom King, Sscretary of State for
Transport, and mass leafletting of affected
areas, For further detadls of the campaign
write with SAE to 63 Dereent Road,
Lancaster. Formal closure notices for the
line were sxpected to be posted during
Cctober.

Oy the Orerakirk—Preston line the local
Uers’ Group (OP.T.A ) held a special
mesting on Sth August to launch & re-
sgarch project into its use, which was
attended by delegates from Lancashire
County Council {including the Chairman
of the Highways & Trarsportation Comm-
ittee): the 4 Borough/District Councilg:
wwaral Parish Councils; the TUCC; E
and othars. The remarch project will logx
at ways to make the line more sodt-affec.
tive in the thort term and in the longer
terrm ways to generate more traffic Dr.
Lewis Lesley will manage the project (s
reported in the last issue of R.O.M.} and
following the mesting Lancashire County
Council decided to meet the full cost and
o extend its scope to cover the Kirkham
to Blackpool South; Lancaster — More
combe and the Preston — Colne lines and
have sllocated 10,000 for this purposs.

The ling from Farrington Curve Jung-
tion to Midge Hall hat been singled — a
maowe which has been walcomed by OPTA
as it will improve time-keeping on the line,
The South Fylde Line Users’ Association
has also walcomed the re-opening of Moss
Side Station (between Kirkham and Lyt
haml. This experimental re-opening, unber
Tony Speller's amendment to the 1962
Trarnsport Act, has cost E7,000 with the
majority being paid for by Lancs, C.C
Since it was closed in 1961 a hespital and
caravan park has developed and the Coun-
cil and B.R. hope this will provide increa-



sed custom. From Monday 3rd October
the South Fylde line will also bo singled
and 8 much reduced DMU shuttle intro-
duced., SFLUA have campaighed wigos-
ously for a passing loop o be retained at
Angdell. 5o far BR have commented that
they have no reserves to provide such a
facility but the campabgn continues.

On the East Lancs. Line (Preston —
Colne) BR are looking ot further sconomy
rmeasures and the section between Daissy-
field Jumction {(Blackburm to Accrington
i also likely to be singled in the near fut-
wre. Uncertainty also hangs over the futum
of the Copy Pit line (Rose Grove — Tod:
morden] &5 certsin sections in BR with to
w00 it closed despite recent moves 1o deve-
lop this important link. With completion
of the ME6 close at hand an improved ser-
wice bateeen Eaxst Lancashire townd and
Yorkshire becomes vital and RDS has pro-
posed that a service be provided, perhaps
l"l'H"i' two hours, between Leeds and

. Anyona interested in halping

ipile I report on how this could be

aendsved plasss contact Richard Watts at
the above sddress.

MERSEYSIDE

The first weak in July was designated
"Transport Week' on Merseysides and was
opened on Sunday 3rd by a Special Fare
Dy, when each single journey within the
MPTE area was a mere 10p fare (5p for
children). So many people turned out to
travel on the Liverponl=Southport line,
that there was chronic owercroveding and
by mid-afternoon station statf were com-
pelled to turn prospective pEssengers away,
& the traing wers unable to cops with thae
demand, The MPTE have stated that the
week was a sucoess and they may consider
a repeat during 1984,

The MPTE is giving sctive consideration
e durther electrification schemes within
Mersayside area, When the extension
to Hooton is complete, the next priericy
ig o be Hunts Cross—Halewood where &
new station Is to be buile. This will be fal-
lowed by drd-rail electrification to St
Halens Shaw Street, which will indlude a
new tunnel link betwesn Liverpool Cent-
ral and Edge Hall, togather with & new stat-
bn at Liverpoal University,

The Wraxham—Birkenhead Rail Users’
Association chartered a locomotive-hauled
train from Biditon to Bath on 4th June.
Demand was 5o great, that all tickets were
sold 2 weeks before the trip. Another
charter i now being organized to London
(Paddington) for Saturday 28th Novem-
beer, which will plek-up st all swations be-
tween Bidston and Ruabon. WBRUA s
currenthy feghting plans to single the sec-
tion of the line batween Bidston and Dag
Marsh Junction Support has been prom-
ised from local MPs and Councils, and BR
have been asked to delay the singling un-
til the Liverposl Polytechnic research pro-
ject has been publizhed.

Passengers travelling from cortain un-
manned stations on Merseyside must now
purchase 10p Boarding Tickets from mac-
hines. On reaching their destination they
then pay the single fare less 10p. Passen-
gers travelling without Boarding Tickets
:ri-ll be charged 10p in excass of the single
Bre.

M..LE,

GREATER MANCHESTER

Pgak Fail, the organisation seeking to
re-open the Matlock—Buxion line as a
community raflway countered a negative
response from the Peak Park Jolnt Plann-
ing Board with a detailed press statemant
and conference on 23rd September. Our
Corporate Member STORM announced on
20th September details of their schama to
fe-open the Rochdale—Bury=Bolton line,

Local members have made representa-
tions (by invitation) to the Greater Man-
chester Rail Stwudy Group. The main
points made by members ware, [hany LRT
{light rapid transit] system could be com-
patible with BR track [operational econo-
mins and lightly-used freight lines could be
part of suburban rail pattern]; i} prefes-
ence for a "“tunnel solution™ to the cross-
city problem but “on street running” of
LAT might have ta be sccepted to get the
schama off the ground: i) developement
of a circular rail route around Manchester
wiz. Wigan — Bolton — Bury — Hoywood —
Rochdale — Qldham — Ashton — Hyde =
Stockport = Altrincham — Warrington —
Wigan.

The following stations are dus 1o open
in Graater Manchester in 1984:— Derbry-
shire Lane (Stretford) and Mills Hill (Man-
chester Vic. — Rochdale), Hyde North will
almast cartainly gain extra platforms to
swrve Hadfield trains within the next few
muanths to become a trus junction station.
This is a rather foruitous developmant
being brought about by junction re-align-
maents but it does open up new journey
possibilities. Other new locations for stat
ions that GMC is considering are:— Ryder
Brow (Gorton); Nuthurst Road (New Mas:
tin); Heaton Roed (Stockport): Droylsden;
Little Hulten; Lostock (Balton): Clayton
Vale; Clayton Bdge.; Crossley Park (Lev-
enshulme); North and South Failsweorth;
Brindle Heath ({Saiford] and Dewsnap
{Guide Bridgel,

A campaign s now under way o pro-
wide a “park & riche” station near Windle
hurst™igh Lane. The possibility af link-
ing this in with the “Bive Route™ [Hazel
Grove by-pass) is being considesed. Such
& statbon would have attractions for mot:
orlsts using the busy AB & ASZ3 rosds —
noted for severe congestion imwards to
Stockport and Manchestar.

J. 4,

WALES

The Carmbrian Cosst Line Action Group
organised two “Super Sunday Soenic Spee-
ials™ on Tih and 1dth August. Two return
trips each Sunday Pwdlheli—Tywyn £2.00

return. 1,000 people were carried on the
four trains, It is hoped 1o repaat the sar-
vice next Summar, Gwynedd C.C, suppaor-
ted the tours and provided all the publi-
city. Onca again CCLAG praduced a routs
guide in 18B3 entitled “Gt. ‘Wales Fail."

The Heart of Wales Line Travellers’
Asgociation organised their first special
train on 2md Juby, Lianeili—Lisndedno.
Loco-hauled it was the first PUBLIC ax-
cursion train since the wafortunate loco
ban in 1981, 3731 hauled 10 Mk 1
coachas from Llanelli to Crewe:; 400083
1o Llandudng,

SOUTH HUMBERSIDE

ADS Arga Ropresentative, Mike Savage,
wis one of three speakers at a TUCC-organ-
ised public mesting in Grimsby on 20th
Cctober; and has also been appointed to
the local BR Customer Care Panel, of
which he comments "BR are taking it very
sariously and it is not all talk — things are
getting done.”™ Mr. Savage and other local
members have also mat local councilbors,
traders and hoteliers in Clesthorpes to
dipcuss the implications of a BR feasibiliny
study which 5 undersiood 1o include rack
singling between Grimsby and Cleethorpes
and same contraction af the station.

BR has received complaints about the
lack of Merrymakers from South Humber-
side this year; and ADS is seriously con-
sidering chartering one or two trains in the
Summoer of 19684

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Ir the &5t issue of R.D.M, méntion was
made of the local Corby re-opening cam-
paign and the effect of the proposed multi-
million pound “Wondersorld™ complex.
Lince then BR Chairman Sir Peter Parker
has visited Corby, local RDS members
have held 3 wwn-centre petition to gain
signatures in favour of a re-opening and
Dawld Howell visited the town (unannoun-
ced] = on patition day!

The petition ower a Sawrday in May
gained the interest of all of the political
parties and resulted In 5,500 signatures.
The public demonstrated very effectively
that it wanted a rail service = at the e
of ) signawires per howr, The Evening
Telegraph reported Mr. Howell's pledgs
“that the government would back plans
o re-open the line to Corby.” The Pati-
thon was due 10 be presented to the new
Transport Minister by RDS; the local
Council and the new Corby MP; sometime
in September — the MP undertaking to
ke all the arcangerments.

In addition members in the Area are
hoping that “Support Groups™ get estab-
lished in other parts of the County in arder
to monitor and improve rail services and
facilities. Northampton, Wellingborough
and Stamford are in particular need of
sech groups. Public Mestings are 1o be
held in sach of thess thres towns In the
Autumn or Winter



DEVON

& Presorvation Society has been formed
with the intention of buying and running
& a private concarn the Barnstaple=Bide-
ford rail line. They have had meetings with
BR, and have established that BR s pre-
pared to 22l the line, the price hes not yet
been agreed, but is thowght to be in the
region of £250,000. To raise this smount
of money would be & deunting task, amd
the Society sy they will e looking to the
Destriet and County Councils for assist-
anca, The North Devon Line Development
Group, whilit wishing this new organkis-
tion well, feal that there i better hope in
the prospect of re-opening the line under
the suspices of British Rail, and are stili
pursuing the possibility of ssivtsncs from
the E.E.C. for an experimental re-opening
{presurnably under the Speller Act ED).
It is to ba hoped that one or other of the
organisations will mest with success in
saving the line.

The station at Pinhose, 4 mikes east of
Exeter on the Salisbury ling, was re-opened
last May, and now 3 trains every weakday
stop there, the timings of which are geared
to paople commuting to and from the ety
centre 1o work, The MP for North Devon,
Tony Speller, opened the station, a8 it was
ureder his Act that it was schieved, Temp-
lecombe station was similarly due to re-
open in Detober, s

SCOTLAND

From a membership of single figures at
thee time of RAIL DEVELOPMENT WEEK
st ower 8 Year 350, wWe e now touching
&0, including some Corporate (i.e. Conm-
wnity Couwncils, Trades Councils, Trade
Unign Brenches, Amenity Associations)
and at the inswgural meeting we elected
Branch Officers for the ensuing year. The
Serpell Report, the Petition relevant to it
(which was presented fo the Prime Minks-
ter — soe page 2] and the General Elsction
conditioned our activity il the Summseér,
Our mailbox indicates that folk are bagin-
ning to thke stock anew,

Most urgent concern is the Serpell-type
investigation {proceeding behind closed
doors) into the rail services supported by
Strathclyde PTE's Sec. 20 grant At the
time of writing arrangemants are still 1o be
finalised for a public meeting in Glasgow
on 26th Movember — about the time the
Strathclyde Serpell 5 due 1o be published
— @ne g5 we have seripus doubts as 1o the
wisdom of the extent of station de-mann-
ing now being implemented on some PTE
routes we are clrculating a discussion papar
among interosted parties. Interest is also
being shown in the possibility of re-intro-
ducing & commuter sarvice over the Pais-
ley [Camal) lime by diverting some Largs
trains from the Gilmour Street routes =
despite the fact that the track from Cork-
erhill 1o Eldarslie is 1o be singled snd the
signalling equipment removed.

In-roads by private bus operalors over
some routes it a serious matter, although

the reduction of rall fares in competition
has ancouraged new travel. Investigations
by the Seottish Trade Union Congress have
révoaled speeding by some private bus op-
arators and their evidence hat baan passad
to the appropriate authorities. We wel-
come the spontancous appearancs af two
new organisations; Friends of the West
Highland Line and ‘“‘Kesping Track”™ (to
defend the Morth of Scotand rablways)
and look forward 1o the development of
effective collaboration with them.

F.H.N.

SUBSCRIPTIONS — With this tssue of
R.D.N. will be enclosed to those membsrs
wihia have recantly renewed their ANMUAL
SUBSCRIPTION a new MEMBERSHIP
CARD llook inside the envalopsl, If, how
ever, your subscription is due within the
et 3 months & RENEWAL FORM is
enclosed. Flease return it with your remit-
tance as soon 83 possible and a DOMNA-
TION owver and lh’n'rldla rl:lur_::dllinflﬂtiﬂﬁ
will alweays be gratefully received,

if you subscribe to the LOTTERY
don't forget that OMLY FULLY PAID LUF
MEMEBERS can participate. A sparse
feafler on the A.0.5 LOTTERY iz an-
closed wath this s af A.ON,

RDS YORK SPECIAL

Due to the number and range of such
events it is not abways possible to mention
RO special traing in advanes. 3rd DECEM-
BER is, however, sufficiently proximate
to advise members who may wish to travel
on what wa balieve will be the first fuch
Excursion to traverse the Selby Diversion.

Starting from Hertford North and all
stations 1o Cambridge (incl. the recently-
opened Watton-at-3tone it will give ample
opportunity for Christmas Shoppdng, visit
to Museurms etc., A packed lunch (out-
ward) and Christmas Dinner (returm) —
£3.85 adult; £1,50 child - may alss bo ob-
tained. Fare £7.95 {adult): £6.95 (OAP];
£5.95 [child). Furthar details from M. Had-
Iey, 34, Station Road, Letchworth, Herts.
Pleass ancloss SAE.

RDS CHRISTMAS CARDS
NOW AVAILABLE

Following satisfactory response 1o the
note in the =t MEMBERS' EI..ILLET;:.
ROS Christmas Cards are now availa
prica £1.50 per dozen (inel. P & P). Bxmed
on an East Anglian Country Station in
& Winter setting thase have been specislly
commissioned from a leading railway
artist and RDS rrembar,

Order yours now from:- 1.G.Crightan,
18, Oakdale Awenus, Eenton, Harmow,
Middx.

Make chegues payable to:-

*RIDS (London & Homa Cownties)™
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IN PARLIAMENT

No. 18

OCTOBER 1983

Salected extracts from parliamentary questions and speechss. Comenons replies, in the lest Parliamant glven by Transport Secretary,
David Howall, or his Perliamentary Secretary, Feginald Eyre. Replles in the pressnt Parllameant glven by Transport Sacretary, Tom
King. or Under Sscretaries, David Mitchall or Lynda Challker.

C = Conservative, Lab, = Labour, Lib, = Libaral.
An asterisk denotas the reply was givan orally.

Changes coming but what naxt

This Summary of Parllamantary debates
and guestions about reilways covers the
pariod before and after the General Elec-
tion, and up to the end of the Summer
Recess. We start with a rambling debats
on @ Bil that was |ost because of the alect-

ion; but which throws interesting sidelights
on ral ey history.

Sudden changes of subject are explain-
ad by the Spesker's custom of calling on
MPs to speak from opposite sides of the

atternately. The burning topics
. iha Channe! Tumnel, Electrification snd
Reorganieation of LT., are discussed at
lavter dated,

As will be sean there was a re-shaffle of
Ministers after the General Election.

WHAT NOWPA new Parllamant; a new
B.A.Chairman. Should it be pesimizm
after the Serpell Report or optimism at
the improved finsncial sate in which Sir
Patar Parker laaves BRT | put this question
to Robert Adley, Conservative MP for
Christehurch — a good friend of rallweys
{and recently appointed 8 Vice-President
af ADSG).

Ha was just a5 baffled as us but one
thing he was sure about, and is as kesn a3
ever — the Chanmel Tisnmal,

Cur other good friend, Migel Spearing,
(Lab. Newham South] was incommuni-
cado at the timo of writing (in Auwgust)
A=rg on a canal. He practicas what he

schas, just as ha turned up at Downing
Street to accompany our Petition to the
P.M. on his bicyele.

AN OMINOUS 5IGN s the recent am-
ergance of the “'Rail to Road™ comersion-
::rﬂ are ONOE BGAIN raising their ugly

Swift, sharp ¥ o
Bmmmrﬁu"

In choosing the West London L il mariech
the Hounslow Loop &5 postible Conversion
Fosddigr it was hoped that the sheer absur-
dity of the proposals would de-fuse the
whods dissstrows idea, However, Jeremy
Hanley, the new Conssrvative M.P, for
Richmond & Barnes, after besting his
closest [Liberal) rivel by only 74 votes lost
no tima in giving ““cautious endorsamaent™
to the Britith Road Federation’s on-slou-
ght an BR — suggesting corversion of the
Hounslow Loop into a Matorsay.

Cries of gutrage were the reaction of
local residents, including membars of his
own party, in Barmey Hayhos the Conser-
vative M.P. for Brentford & |sleworth,

through which the line runs. Mr. Hanley
has needless 1o say since tried to play down
the whole unhapgy aifair. Newspapers in
the area have howaver kept the pot bolling
with such romarks & “highly damaging
schama', “‘monumental gaffe” “higheay
o hall” “so preposterous as 1o be almost
unbalievable™ and “an unworthy start o
kit parliamantary canssr.” The ' Richmond
& Twickenham Times" described “kow-
towing to the Eritish Road Federation &
the unscceptabde face of capitalism.” Sa
far 50 good = but we must remain on
guiard, -

Portsmouth Pontoon
& "Ringway™ Spur.

MARCH 15 * Parick  MeNaie-Wilson
(G, Mew Forest) Introducing a “Private
Membears"' measure said this was the 20th
“miscallaneous provislons™ Bill of it kind
since 1862, It dealt with such varying sub-
jects &s constructing @ short line at Hazal
Grove, south of Manchester, to provide for
through running from Liverpool to Shafi-
iedd; & rall link with Manchester Ringway
Ajfirport, and the costs of a pontoon land-
ing stage at Portsmouth Harbour,

Buildimg & new line to connect the air-
port with the Manchester—Wilmalow line
fhe continued]) would have far-resching
consequénces: it would provide scoess to
tha airport from many ports. Another
clause provided for the short length of ling
at Hazel Grove, to anable Liverpool, Warr-
ington, Manchester and the Manchestar,
Sheffiald and east coast railemys to be
combined in a single service through Stock-
part.

That would mean & single service thro
ugh Stockport to the Mersey, across the
Pannines, to Scotland, the east coasy and
Europe. |t would howsver be necetsary to
acquire @ small porthen of land sdjoining
Marbury Churchyard, but discussicns had
taken place and provislon made not to in-
terfore with graves or memaorials.

Half Mile Ferry — 15 miles by road

Tha Bill also sought powars for sealink
to levy charges on users of the floating
landing stage besidé Portsmouth Harbour
station. Portsmouth Harbour Farry Come
pany operated from here to Gosport (a
mare ¥ mile) whereas the journey by rosd
would ba 15=18. A 20-year lsase that ax-
pired in July allowed the Company to use
the facility for £1,500 p.a. which covered
only & fraction of the true costs. Tha pro-
posal would aliow Sealink to levy charges
more in keeping with these costs,

Rail to Ringway more
useful than Stansted

Andrew F. Bennert (Lab, Stockport N.)
witlcomed proposals for the rail link te
Manchaster Alrport. Any rall link to the
propodsd Stansted airport would be less
convenient than a link to Manchester air-
port, which had established itsalf internat-
ionally. The pieca of raibwey would bs
short. One could have envisaged a mors
&lsborats seheme that would have imvolved
linking with the old Cheshire railway ot
Ashloy.

If the Governmant wanted to show
Manchester people that they cared about
creating joba, they could Invest money In
this modest project and be surs of obtain-
ing & good return. It should do so befors
conibdering a further terminal at Heath-
row, or anything at Stansted,

O can resch many centres of Europe
from provimcial Britain without golng
through London. The way transport plan-
ning often atsimas that people must do o
gives rise to great resentmant!! Much of
the track invalved in the Bill would be run
by sleapar traine. Thers would ba little
point in BR saying proudly that as a re-
sult of thess proposals it could run freight
froem King's Cross through the Peninnes,
inte Manchaster and up to Scotlend, i at
the same time it was talking of removing
basic services like slespars, Thers was a
strong case for refurbishing old stock,
rather tham, s sppearsd to be the casa,
“withdrawing the service by stealth.”

Pater Snape (Lab. West Bromwich East) —
intervening — Was not this the usual prac
tice, when management wished to with-
draw & service or closs & line, of makting it
unattractive to potential customers, driv-
ing -thermm away to some gther form of
transpoct, then producing figures o illu-
gtrate that the service was losing monay 7

M, Berneit: In many ways that was what
the management did, petty things thet
mache The service lass atiractive. Ha waloo-
] thes works st Hazel Grove. One of twia
people would complain of extra nolse on
tha line, but ha had little sympathy with
lhl'l:. The line used to carry old trucks
thout braking systerna and whan trains
'I:nnpid tha clanking could be hewrd all
over Stockport. Increase in traffic now, m
a result of the link, would not create tha
volume af noise that existed before.

The link would give a through servioe
with considerable increme in cormvenience:
it would save travelling across Manchester.
About the amount of trafiic going through
the junction at Knott Mill and Deanigate,




he was a little concernad about whather
that tight piece of ling would be able 1o
cope. There would also be traffic going
from Sheffield up 10 Seotland along tha
lirwe, usimg the new Windsor link that cams
In & previous Miscellaneous Providions Act

This piece of liné would alsa mean that
main kine traing would be withdrsm from
the section coming up from Strines, Marple
Bridge and Bredbuwry inte Manchester.
Main Line wains would come through that
bit quicker, but many people feared that
once main line trains and fresght were tak-
gn aff, BR would tell the transport execu-
tive that the line hod to be paid for by
commuter trains. He hoped that if Man-
chester had to put in &n extra subsidy,
that would be given special consideration
in working out the grants. He hoped that
100 wards of new track at Hazel Grove
would not mean the los of commiuter
servioes,

Aherr Booth: (Lab. Barrow-inFurness)]
snid the Bill would have small effect on

result of shortage of investment. Ho wel-
comed the minor provisions of the Bill
which allowed BR to extend srall pars of

Mr, Eyre: intervening for the Govenment
said they had no objection to the povwers
sought by the BA Board. The Minister of
Agriculture, for ressons connected with
the use of the land, had resarvations about

Turning to Mr. Benneft’s guastion
sbout the effect on the cost of commuter
sarvices [T serviced were divertad from
Sheffield wia Hazel Grove, the Board was

exigting route the FTE were laft bearing
the costs of the line, this would be taken
into acoount inseiting the level of rovenuss
support. He told Mr. Booth that relevant
parts of the Serpall Repart did not support
that thousands of miles ware likely to
collapse.

Mr Booth: “DOne has only 1o ook at the
rall palicy document that was signed by
evary member of the BR Board. |t sald
that if investrent wad not increasad above
the 1881 level, within a docade thoasands
of miles of track would have to be dlosed
down. Investment has not risen; it has
fallen."

Mr. Eyre; “We bath know thers are main-
tenance problema.”’ They had developed
the wise palicy of sarmarking part of the
PED grant to carry out such work. Thay
were continuing It on 8 more extended
basks during the current yesr, He recomm-
ended that the Bill be given & scond read-
ing and allowed to procesd the uual way.

As benaeficial as the Ship Canal

Frank Whire: (Lab. Bury & Radclitfe) re-
called that In 1980 was celebrated tha
160th Anniversary of the first passonger
line from Manchester to Liverpool, What
drewr Bolton and Manchester togethar was
the fact that nesxct came a coal-carrying line
from Bolton to the Atherton and Lesgh
area. Bury was developed as & railway town
shortly after. The north-west group of MPs
supporied BR'S present proposals for the
gren and hsd heard that the link with Man-
chester nirport wal ad important & had
been the development of the Manchester
Ship Canal, which regrottably was now
litthe wsed and would silt up at owr peril,

The 1978 White Paper, Airport Policy,
recognised that thers sppeared to be a
lobby in the south for the development of
athar olrports = nee termingls 81 Gabwick
and Haathrow: an airport a8t Stansted.
That would be a retrograde step and Take
pway resources that would be valuable to
the north-west. Manchester was just 2=
pecessible, and 50% of Britain®s manufact
uring industries lay within 75 milss of
Manchester Alrport.

The origingl development of ralbways
wins o vital ingredient of the first induwstrial
revolution. The future of Manchester Int-
srmational Alrport was also a vital ingred-
iant Grester Manchester PTE and BR had
recantly comploted a rall stratagy for the
arpa. Within it was a re-squipment propo-
sal for the Bury line, which ran into one of
the most modern rail/ear interchange dew
elopments in the north. A rail link to the
sirport would add to its developmant and
bring new industries and prosperity.

Peter Griffiche: (C. Portsmouth Morth)
said he had & mation on the order paper
seeking 1o give the Bill a second reading in
thx month's time (a standsrd parllamantary
procedure for stopping & Billl, He did not
now intend to stop the Bill, but he had
grest ressrvations about proposals for the
Portsmouth landing stage.

Forced to provide pontoon in 1873

He continued: "“Tha pler, harbour station
and [anding stage were not built in & dis
interested fashion by bensvolent railway
ies. Tha Joint Portsmouth Railwey
Extansion Act 1873 placed an obligation
an the company to provide and maintain
a public landing stage. As earfy a3 1847 the
two rallway companies, which at that time
operated compatitively in the Portemouth
area, wern required to provide a public
landing stage, which was seen as a place of
public resort snd advantage to the city and
which balanced the privilege given to the
companies 1o build the pler, carrisgoway
and harbour station, instead of using the
comman hard for bringing ferry boats
fram the lsle of Wight to shone. In return
they provided a public landing stage. This
was tobe a landing place to which the pulb-
Fie hed free acesss in owery sense.”
The impesition of a charge would affect
the public right. If the BHI indicated that
the charge wias (o be a modest one, thers

might be merit in supporting it, but Sea-
fink was claiming a sweaping power, The
implication was an inteniion to seek to
make the pontoon either profitable or at
boast self-supporting, whoreas thero was
nevar @y intention in 1847 or 1673 that
this should be $o0. BR was seeking to shuf.
fle aff respomibility that had lain with it
predecesiors Tor 140 years. Petltions again-
st this provislon had been made by Hamp-
ghire County Council, Portsmouth Cliy
Council and Poramouth Harbour Ferry
Co. Why should the public have 1o pay to
wntar what had alwans been & place of pube
lic resort?

The maln user was the Harbour Ferry
Company (operating the service betesen
Portsmouth and Goxport). Thare would be
no advantage in diverting the traffic to the
roads. The most senaible suggedtion seemad
to be that a consortium ba formed of local
authorities and the ferry company. “She-
ubd agresrment not be forthcoming at the
later stages, people would require that the
Bill be fought.” —

Disused ling could link Leeds Airpw. .

Bob Cryer: {Lab, Keighley ) reverted to the
subject of Manchester Alrport Spur: “an
excellent development Whare massive
numbars of people are involved, BR should
sank to serve them.™ He then called for a
rail link with Leeds—Bradford sirport. A
£13 million extension wii being construc:
tod there, and an abandoned rall track used
to Fun o ?ﬂmimr.ﬁmnﬂﬁﬂ
Bradford, half way ta (1 :

“In the same context as Manchester,
with a municipally owned sirport and an
increasing numbar of passangers, BR sho-
uld consider the possibliity of serving it
with an axtenslon of the line, if it has a

1255, “As | pointed out, however, the
H5Ts are now roughly 10 minutes faster
than the 1838 West Riding Limited, using
Sir Migel Gresdey's streamlined Pacifics
The raltways did not regard this as sufficl
ant reason for withdrawal ol sleeper san-
ces, nor do | regard the intraduction of
HE5Ts @ sufficient resson."

Maore concern about sleeper services

“1 want to draw my anxiety to the Min-
istor's attention, becausa in a recent adj-
gurmmant debate (March 8 — sea IN PAR-
LIAMENT Mo. 18] ha said he had nothing
to add. | want him to drewattention of BR
to the wider area of womy which comes
fut anly from the north-weast but sl from
Yorkshire and Humbersida, If the services
afe withdeman, |t doos not necestarily fal-
low that people will automatically use tha
HET, as BR suggedts. They may be divertad
to moter cars of the air services,”




Sattle — Carlisle closure threat

Ha than spoke of the threat to the Sst
tle—Carligle line. New railway works (he
said) were proposed at Stockport, Disley
aretd Whalay Bridge. BR was diverting the
Mottingham -G lasgow sorvice vis Manches:
tor. “l am snxious that the capital invest-
mant proposed should not be based on &
design ©o increases the speed of that sarvice
which would result in greater justification
for the closure of the Settle—Carlisle line,™

“The service between Mottingham and
Glesgow has been diverved through Man-
chester since May 1883, and is a tortuous
and lengthy service. The MNomtingham—
Lawids - Kelghlay - Skipton - Settle - Car-
ligle sarvice to Glasgow wat much better.”

“Many balisve that what & proposed
will load to the closure of the Settle—Car-
lisle line, which is ane af the most magnif-
bcent railways in the country. It poes
throwgh starkhy besutiful countryside |1
hag maintenance problems, & do all rall-

%, but it is balflewed that the rundowm
ws #Tvices b a prelude 1o BR pressnting a
case for closure, [f BR proposs to closs
that sphendid scenic route — which has not
besn sxploited to its full potential — there
will be strenuous oppotition in the Houss,
An organisation called “Friends of tha
Settle—Carlisle’ has support on both sides
of the Houss. People such as myself will
be keeping an eye on the sarvice in the
hope that the Board can be put under pro-
sure 1o improve it this Summer — not st
some dim and distant stags in the future —
so that maximum uie can be made of the
lline and revenwes thereby ncreased,

Pater \Viggers: [C. Gosport], reverting to
the Portsmouth pontoon, said the manner
in which Sealink proposed to exercise iis
powers was unaccepiable, ™l can claim to
know the Gosport ferry as wall 58 any MP.
| usedd it for five or six years on the way
to school.™ Those using it tended to be o
bicycles ar on foot, wiing bus
services, rather than cars. A charge of Bp
would lead to an estimated 5% loss of cus-
tom, that would also be felt by bus and
rail services — "o classic vicious circle.”
The Gosport tide of the harbour was
developing 85 a tourist contre. In Ports-
mouth the “Victory™ had now been supp-
lermenited by the “Mary Rosa™, |t wes mom
than ever necessary to devalop good ser-
wiead aeroes the mouth of the harbour. "1
put down o marker. Unless & remonable
armangement can be worked out among
BR, the local suthorities and the ferry
company, theme will be oppodition later
during the course of the BIL"
Mr. MeNateWilson: replying to the debate
thanked the various speakers for the sub-
jwcts they had raiced, and spoke further
sbout the “Portsmouth peoblem.' Much
had besn maid about the 1873 Act, which
puthorised the extension of the rallwey
from Portses 1o the naval deckyard In
doing so it provented access to the comm-
on hard, which is still there, and was the
normal place for sallors to land, 1t was be-
cause the railway shut off acoess to the
hard that it provided another facility, not
in exchanga for the ability to extend the
line. Ho sabd he hoped the Bill would now
proceed, and it was resd & second time

Electrification to Cambridge — E£13m.

MAY 13 Alsn Hassthurst (C. Saffron
Walden) introduced an “adjournment de-
bate’ (Lo, a subject of his own choice) on
London — Cambridge electrification. Ha
it would be decided to electrify
1 from Bishop's Stortford to Cambe
(24 mibes] and Royston to
ﬁgmiluul with the farmer |Liverpoal 5]
route as the prims service, “Let itbeof a
stnndard o grace the times. | ask you to
approva the schemes without delay. | am
scared of the prospect that we or our
ghotts in Parliaments of the future will
still ba d-hllmn whether to electrify 1o
Cambridge."

Chunnel Estimatios

JULY 21 Nigel Spearing asked the Tran-
sport Secretary what was the full comemer-
cigl retwrn he expected from rall ebectrifi-
cation schemes — suburban, inter-urbam
and [nter-city.

e, M rchadf; We use the sarme et discount
rate, T%: We are prapared, whars approp-
riate, 1o take account of any wider social
banafits from investment in the non-com-
mercial raibwey.

Nigel Spearing |Lab, Newham South) said
that Mr. Haselhurst's proposal to slectrify
both routes was much the best value for
money. As for the new station at Liver-
pool Street; he hoped it would not be like
Euston, whore steps were nesded to get o
the taxis, ““The arrangemants at Liverpool
Strewton the level installed in 1870 are far
better than those of 1970 at Euston.”

M. Eyre replied that the fixed work from
Aovston to Cam would cost about
£5 million and that from Bishop's Stort-
ford EB.S million. If the Board showed
that thers was & satisfactory case for elac-
trifying both rowtes, the way would be
chear fior @ decision in fawour,

— Banks to réport soon

Dawicd Hewel! (C. Guildford) ssked for the
latest estimate of the cost of bullding (a)
twin Gm. rail-only tunnels connecting Bri-
tain and France; (b] a single Tm. funnal
and {c) twin 7m. tunnek.

Mr, King {in & written reply) said that
thare was no estimate of twin Gm. wnnals,
which had not been advocated by the pro-
moting groups. The UK-Franch study
group, reparting in June 1982, sstimated
at January 1881 prices the cost of single
end twin Tm. tunnels with vehicle shuttle

at £163 snd E187 milllon respactivaly,
Thesa comprised only the cost of
the link and portal infrastructure. Condi-
tiens under which any form of fixed link
wonild be financed by the market were now
the subject of siudy by a group of British
and Franch banks.

Mr, Howell askoed whan B statement would
be made on the outcome of current finan-
cial studing,

Mr. King: | sxpect to receive the rigort of
the banks within the next few montha. |
canmot &y now when | will be ready &
mske & statement. The aim of the scong-
milc analysis had been S0 comipare the total
cost of carrying traffic forecast for the
varipus forms of fooed link with that by
sen and air.

MNaw Plans for London Transport

JULY 26* Mr. King: | am today pub-
lishing & White Paper on Public Transport
in London. The present system has served
the travelling public and transport opers-
tors badly. Sinee 18970 codts have risen in
LT way beyvond inflation; public subsidy
heas risan thirtesnfold and fares have doub-
led in real terra. The ali-party Transport
Select Committes unanimously recomm-
ended that the improvement of transport
in London should be a national prioeity,
and that responsibility showuld be moved
from the GLC.

The Government had sccepted this
. It would reform the LTE inte & new
body on the pattern of a holding company,
with separate subsidiories for bus and

underground. The new body, London Reg-
ional Transgport (LAT) would have wider
rissgongibdlity and encouraga other private
or publichy-owned operators to provide
sary ices whone they could be affered maore
efficiently and chaaply. Ha would sstablish
[iaison arrengarmaents batween BR and LRT
1o secure closer co-operation batasen
them, A reserve provision would allow
LAT to take responsibility for grant allo-
cations 1o BR' London commuter servi-
ces later, If nesded,

Abolition of the GLC would in any
case have required new transport armange-
maents, Thete would end the inefficlent

ts under which BR and LT sar-
wed two different masters. Responsibality
far granting concsssionary fams would in
future rest with London Boroughs "I
hope to bring legislation before the Houm
in the Autumn.”

Roberr Hughes (Lab, Aberdesn Morth):
The suggestion that the caplisl's

systarn be takan away from the GLC will
maan that pensioners’ concessionary fares
will be adversely affected. Have you not
fallen Inte the same trap as the Serpell
Committee, in being more concarned with
finanoe than transport policy, and in your
objective consideration being clouded by
the Gowernment's vindictivensss towards
the GLC?

Mr. King: You may welcome some of the
proposals. They provids for batter co-opar-




ation beteman LT and BR's commarter ser-
vicems. ...

Mr. Spaaring: (Interveningl: They do that
TG

Mr. King: This can schleve substantial
benefits for London travallers.

Mr, Spearimg: What an sccuse!

My, King: The Select Committes could not
reach agreement on mermbership. | shall
not prejudge the concessionary fares imus,
but befare the GLC opsrated the prasent
schema, the boroughs oparated & standard
sheme for conoessionary fares Bcross
Londan.

Tarenca Migging [C. Worthing): Many
people outside London believe they are
unfairly treated ower concessionary fanes,
becauss of the different sge distribution
i places such & Worthing comparsd with
London., Would you consider & national
standard 7

Mr, King: wid it was up to individusl auth-
orities to determing appropriats conoess
ipnary fares for thelr arees.

Idea welcome in Bromley

Sydney Bidwell [Lab. Ealing, Souwthall}:
As the only London Membar of the Sslact
Committes, he pointed out that it had ob-
sarved the necesiity for having on the body
representatives of the public such as mam-
bers of shire counties and district authori-
ties and of the GLC,

"W left the size of the committes fluid,
s0 that, possibly under an snlightensd
Labour Government, it could later include
elected representatives and 30 on,""

Mr., King: Tha London Transport Execu:
tive (LTE} does not includs elected repre-
sentatives. The duty of the GLC i 1o app-
rove plans and expanditure, not to inter-
fara in the running of LT, A reasan for
this was that the executive enobmpaises &
miuch wider sraa than tha GLC. | shall have
responsibility for appainting the memisers
and be antwerable to the Houwe for thows
| sppoint.

Jatrr Hurt (C. Revensbourna) sisd the pro-
posals would ba warmly welcomed in
Brombey and throwghout the Grester Lo
don Area, whers ratepayers had had to
pay dearly for politically-motivated fare
expariments. A regional authority would
signal tha return to sanity,

My, King: Mo one knows batter than you
about the problems and distress caused to
many of your conatitusnts and youwr local
autharity by the GLC's bahaviour, | hops
the new proposals will lead to & mone
stable relationship,

John Cartwright (Lab. Woalwich) asked if
the travelling public wanted not lialson
between BR and LT, but the clossst poss-
ible integration of services. A modern pub-
lig transport system also needed and desar-
ved a substantial capital investment pro-
gramme.

Promisa of axciting Innovations

Mr. King: The lisigon arrangaments are 1o
schieve the better integration to which
you refer. For instancs, facilities for com-
man thekating or interchange facilities are
part of the whale range of poasibilities
being developed. New developmants in
tochnology make It possible to achimee
some exciting advances which | hope to
encourags. The mare efficient the operas-
tion, tha greater will bo the sums availsble.

John Page (O, Harrow West) asked if the
new regional authority would take respon-
sibliity for tmis and car-hire firma.

Me King: The White Papaer opens up irter-
pating possibilities. |t does not cover taxis,
bt | hear what you oy,

Mr, Spearing suggested that the separation
af bus and undarground into separate sub-
shdiaries was a retrogressive siep, "putting
the clock back to bafore 1812 and taking
apart the merger that a Conservative gover-
pement sgresd to in 1832, ks it not the
opposite of integration? Will you sssure us
that the proportion of pulblic support will
not be reduced ™

Mr. King: The point of astablishing separ-
ate subsicliarias s to draw attention to the
fact that LAT will be msponsible not just
for managing those subsidiaries but for
sewing how transpart can best be provided
within London. | do not think the two
parts, baing sdjacent, mean the total coll-
spse of communication you suggeit

Sir John Biggs-Davison (C. Epping Forest]:
In view of constituents’ grievanced ovir
sorvices and conoegs fares, would
thers ba consultations with local authori-
ties im Essax ¥

Mr. King: The White Paper affects not
only 32 London Boroughs but 15 shire
counties as well. Tha anewer i yes,

Tony Banks (Lab. Newhsm Morth-West):
& publie secountable authority would be
made Into a guango. Would fares not in
crame and would pentionars’ bus passes be
safeguarded

Mr. King: There would ba consultation
about concessionary fares. A substantial
quango would coverall London traffic and
riomds.

Spdney Chapman [C, Chipping Barnet)
said his constituents did not care who ran
LAT: they did not expact more or less
sccountability than they had with the BR
suburban line, They welcomed integrated
public transport which inchsded BR sub-
urban lines.

Mr. King: London travellens should not be
treated &5 & political football, to gratify
the aims of certain people in County Hall,
i and the Under-Secretary will be respon-
sible for appointments made to the LAT.

GLC had abused its powars

Aftar the Speakcar called for much shor-
ter quastions, Frank Dobson (Lab. Haol-

born & St. Pancras) asked if Greater Lon-
don would be the anly part of the country
where democratically elected represents-
tives would not play & part in planning
transport in their anea. *'Your proposition
containg no banefit to ratepayers, becauss
you Intend to withdrew rate support
grant."

My, King smid he would maintain the rels-
tive position of London ratepayers and
thase in other communities. It would be
tha duty of LRT to conmilt local srthor-
ties and the Minister would be anpsarable
to the Houss,

Sir dnthony Grant (C. Camberidgeshine,
South-West) asked if the new body would
b unable to waste public money on party
political advertising in the press.

Mr. King raplied that the GLC had sbusad
its powers. He hoped that under the prop-
ated legislation, & mome stable and promi-
sing Tuture could be provided, with local
transport being managed professlonslie.,

Erfe Deaaking (Lab. Walthamstow] aske.
the replacemant of GLC control by that
of the unalected Treasury was & recips for
the ond of cheap fares in London. “"Fail-
ure 1o give assurances about pensioners’
bus passes will laad fo graat anstiety.”

Mr. King: "1 thought you believed in local
suthority fresdom.""

Roger Sims [C. Chiselhurst] asked if LRT
wioild have powers over BR.

Mr. King: "The initlal proposal is that |
should chair a llakson committee with
which BR and LT will be invalved. | shall
seek warious facilities and improvements
that many people fesl &re pestible. Legis-
lation will contain & resarve power which
might later give LRT grant-making powars
for payment to BR of public service obli-
gation grant for commuter sarvices.”

Simon Hughes Lib. Barmonsey) aske
he would grasp the nettle of integrat..,
BR more effectively, and would conssder
the fact that London had an unused trans.
port artery — WaleraayE

Mr. King: "That aspect is worth consider-
ing. On the first point, people an mow
commuting Into London from &S far sway
o3 Bristol and Leicester; it is & difficult
problem becauss wa are talking about &
wichs area,””

Pater Bottomisy (C. Eltham): “Whan are
ratepayers in my conititeency likely to
foe BA fares on @ par with the Undar-
ground '

M, Kirg: ““My mirm i o s sarly progress.”
Hon Leightan |Lab. Newham, Morth-Esst]
“Will you uste plain language and say there
will be no increase in real fare levels and
that existing concesstons will continue 7

Mr. King: “Those answars will dapand on
the decisions af the boroughs.”
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