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ONLY PROFITABLE OPTION
POLITICALLY UNACCEPTABLE

“Watershed Yesr™ — “Make or Break Year''. These are some of the phrages which
have been coined to describe 1983 in the annals of British Rail. Significanily the Ser-
pell Inguiry was instigated by the Board itself as a means of charting its financial future
aver the next 20 years and it is uncanny that the results should appear almost 20 years
atter another well-known report by one Richard Beeching. Whather the end product is
a3 concludive i4 open to doubt but it has cerainly been recaived with no less hostility,
particularly by the Trade Union Mowement, and the views of members of both Housss
ofBarliament are well documented in the Latest issue of "IN PARLIAMENT",

sentationally Beeching wins hands down and having now read Serped| from cover
to cover this writer can find no reason to demur from the conclusion resched in the
last Chapter of the Society's latest publication "Bring Back the Trains™* Above all it
is clear that enly by cutting the rallway systern to a lovel which would be politically
unsccaptable (8 mere 1,830 miles) can B.R, be run at a profit. The Society therefore,
whilst welcoming the call {in the Minority Report) — at para, 533 — for a wider public
debate on railway matters on an informed basis, endorses the call (by Serpell] for an
early Government Policy Statement, now that the full range of possibilities have been
spalled out in recent reports (taken together) & resort to further studies would meraly
b= a dovice for procrastinaticn.

RDS also calls upan bath the Gavernment and main oppasition parties to make clear
their policy on rail finance and Inrvestment a5 soon & possible, and in any &vent before
the naxt General Election. We welcome reports that the Government had ruled out
Option &, but call upon it to further repudiate Options B and C3 a3 not practical or
scceptable to the rall using public and consider that financial policy for the future of
the ralbways shoukd bo based upon the following points:-

[al Mo major increase in comfmuter fares (in real terms ) wnless off-mt by measures

such &3 tax relief on season tickets;

(B} Mo reduction (in real terms) in the Pulblic Service Obligation Grant — acknow-

ledged as unrealistic in the Minosity Report;

{ed  Raising of the External Financing Limit to a realistic level as requested by the

Beritish Ralbways Board.,

A~y Society further calls for early approval for the comstruction of a rail-based

el Tunnel & a sure means of Improving the financial position of BR in the long
term and notes that (contrary to media reports) the Committes did not recommend
against Main Line Electrification, but was instructed to excleds it from their brief. As
heveeser, the Committes considared that the Board would be unable to meet the pres-
ant Government criteria for approval of a long term electrification programme the Soc-
ety accordingly calls upon the Government to establish mose realistic criteria compar-
able to those adopted for highway schemes, thut enabling early approval to be given to
the East Coast Main Line Electrification {and other cutstanding proposalsh,

We welcome the Committes's view that a bus sorvice i rarely a satisfactery substi-
tute for a withdrawm rail service — a3 outlined in the Society's publication "Can Bus
Replace Train?" (Sep. 18977T) @ and also the suggestion that minor routes could wall bs
operated to less demanding (and therefore less costhy) engineering standards, without
jeopardising safety, but contider that amy attempt to peivatise significant parts of the
network would lead to it fragmentation by further encouraging the tendency to opear-
ate cartain areas [notably Southern Region) in isolation from the rest of the system.

BR's financial position will not be improved by hiving off the most profitable ser-
vices [a.g. to Gatwick Alrport], leaving BR to run the less profitable ones; and privetis-
atlon (if considered at alll should be confined to services that would otherwiss close or
that do not at présent exist, i.e. & sutlined in Chapter V1 of “Bring Back the Trains™ *

Finally the Society regrets the fallure of the Committes in svolving the various op-
tions to teke proper account of their effect on the most profitable flows of freight
traffic.

[continued on page 2 Cal. 1)

- Copies available from RDS Sales, 21, MNorfolk Road, Sutton Coldfisld, B76 650
price:- £1.60 fincl. p. & p.)
@ alo svallable from RDS Sales. price 55p. (ingl, p. & p.l

RAIL USERS OPPOSE SERPELL

The largest assembly of delegates, mp
resenting owver S0 Rall Usars’ Groups (and
Branches of the Society), since RDS in-
sugurated its first Conference in 1880,
et at the University of London Union on
Samrday 16th April,

After a short introduction and walcoms
by RDS Mational Chairman, Dr, Michael
Caton, delegates were addressed by Mr.
John Welshy, Director for Other Provin-
cial Services at the B.R.B., who spoke an
the future of the rail services in his sector.
He first stressed the need for action, rather
than debate, by Government to tackls
B.A's financial problems. In the words of
his Chalrman, Sir Pater Parkes, B.FA. was
suffering from “paralysis by analysis”,
Serpell added nothing to existing know-
leclge — what was needed was guidance on
the alms and appropriate size of the net-
work, BH, wat unlikely 1o b abda to si8-
balise the finances of i Provinclal Sersi-
ces, Government support for which had
refmained ficed in real terms singe 1878
whilst running costs had increased con-
siderably. The Board therefone maintained
that its current objéctivel wene iMconids-
tent with the level of financial support

He compared the unfair treatment B, R,
regaived with the methods of financing
buses and coaches and explained that tax
concessions on company cars distorted the
market sgainst the use of public transport.
He then described how B, R, was changing
its practises to meet this challenge and tha
mars by which it was able to maintain
the same level of service with bess of the
now ageing dissal multiple units; “guite a
creditable achievernent” he thought. In-
vedtmient in new stock, both “lightweight™
for the rural services and “heavier” for the
more denwely trafficked urban routes was
at last under way, 20 of the former now
under construction, and a conshderable
proportion of the DML floet should be
replaced by the end of the decade.

Inwastrment 0 [evel-crossirg modarmis-
ation, radio signalling and some singling
coupled with initiatives to fill the condid-
erable off-peak spare capscity on these
lirves shoubd go & long way 1o secune their
future bt thess maasures all depended on
acoess 1o funds and B, R. were anly able 1o
achigve them at the expense of arrears of
“track renewal'’, a situation which would
inevitably caich wup with them in due
COUrSE,

On the subject of radl re-opanings ho
saw litthe prospect of these in the futurne
unless the level of financial IUBROFT WES
{continued on page 2, Col. 3)




Many of the sbove points will undoubtedly heave been rassed by our Chalrman, Wice
Chairman and othor officers when they met Under Secretary of State for Transport,
Reginakd Eyre, at his office on 11th May, the same day the HUR were dus 1o hold thair
masd bobly of Parliament sgainst Serpell, and a full report will appaar in the next Bsuee
fof RDM or MEMBERS' BULLETIN). Our position will e further strengthened by the
wight of support received for the Petition launched by RDS shortly after Serpell app-
eared, calling on the Government to provide adequate investment 1o restore Britain's
rur-daowm rall system. Response from members and supporters Guch as Friends of the
Earth, Transport 2000 and MUA) has been outstanding and at the time of writing
forms are still flooding in, By the time we are able to present it to the Prime Minister
{prawided she does not steal 8 march on us by calling a General Election) we axpact to
heve received well over 25000 signatures, a large proportion generated by ouwr newly
formad Scottish Branch,

With a membership of well over a thousand capable of producing support on this
scale the Society is clearly becoming a force to be reckoned with and we thank all thoss
who hive worked o hasd 1o schieve this result. |t is, however clear that we still have a
hard struggle shead if BR is to servive “Watershed Year™ and the uiterences of senior
retined railway managers who have wasted no time in joining the Road Lobby, do not
sarve to make the task any easier. Tk

WANTED! — NEW MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

Dwie to the recent retirement of the Society's Mermbership Seeretary, who has given
sterling service over 8 considerable number of years, this important post ks now vacant.

Ap the presant time we have over a thousand members particulers of whom are now
largely computerised so the tasks involved would consist mainly of enrciment, receiving
subscriptions and kesping the computerised records up to date.

It wou feel you could mest the challenge of this important Soclety post ploase write
NOW to the General Secratary, A, 1. P, Townend, St Julians, Sevanoaks, Kent.

INVEST IN RAIL NOW!

That was the final message to the Prime Minister delivered by RDS Chairman, Dr.

M.P_L.Caton, in his address to the Society’s A.G.M, held in Crewe on 23rd April.

Last wear's train drivers strike and then the Serpell Report had, he sald raised mor
questions about the future of the raflways than at any time since the Beeching era of
20 ywears ago. The Government had taken the towgh and uncompromising line that thera
would be no further investment in railwey modernisation unbess the rail unlons sgreed
to single-manning of trains and other preductivity rmessures. Both managemant and
unions therefore had no option bul to reach agreement on thew changes in working
practices and were to be congratulated on the major progress achieved albeit after a
costly period of industrial unrest.

He stressed the importance of any messures which could significantly imgrove the
efficiency of the railways but regrotied that precccupation with the merits of the vari
ous issues had deflected attention from the basic fact that the Railways financial prob-
lema stemimed from gross under-investmant over 8 long pariod of time, with State sup-
port running at less than half that enjoyed by most other industrial nations in Eurcpa,
in terma of their gross national products.

British Rail was also being seriously penalised by the very different policy sdopted
towands road transport from which it faced tough competition. For whilst the case for
new roads was assessed by methods which took into constderation social benafits del-
ivered to travellers, such & time saving and reduction in accidents, investment in rail-
Wiyt had been ralatively limited, major schemaes such as electrification being held back
whare they could not satisfy the strict commercial ceriteria impaded by the Departmant
of Transport. Even during the recession, expensive rosd bullding had gone ahead, often
in the same aress where strategic rall links ware being threatoned with closure dus ta
serious arrears of maintenance.

Much publicity had been given to the upsurge in inter-city cosch travel at B.R's ax.
panse following the deregulation of bus licences. This was not, however, nocessarily due
to any special virtues of the bus bt slmply 8 conseguence of the fact that coach oper-
ators enjoyed the e of & motorway system bullt at vast public expenie, whereas BR
had 1o finance track improvements from hard-sarned revenve. Furthermore, oparatons
of the heaviest lorries, on the Government's own figures, were not paying their full
track costs and company cars received massive state support through tax concessions

et the Gevernment solemnly declared that B.R's froight and inter-city passenger
operations had to pay their way. A sound idea in principle but hardly justice against a
background of “subsidised” competition las described sbevel; The time had come for
a thorowgh re-apgraisal by the Treasury and the Department of Transport of the way
transport ressurces were allocated and adjustments msde so that each could fill the
role to which they were best suited,

It was ironical that it had taken hundreds of millions of pounds to create a motor-
way system on which rosd vehicles could now run at speeds achieved by the ralhways
at the beginning of the present cantury. It was also probably true that cars, coaches and
lorries were approsching the limit of their technical development and could go into a
rapid decline IT there was a sharp reduction of oil supplies. By contrast rallways had
a massive potential which no progressive nation could afford to ignore, The extremely

increased. B.R's biggest problem was keeg-
ing exksting services intact. Cne possibility
was the provision of coach links, run &
part of the rail network, on lines which
performed worse financlally. There was
doubt whather this could be done legally
Ik public response might be tested by two
or three controlled experiments which
could be reversed if they proved unsucces
sful, Such coach links were not seen as
having sector-wide application, but poten-
tal im & small number of cases. Much
would depend on the attitede of users
and the T.U.C.Cs,
uent debate inevitably centered
on the busirail replacemant issue and Mr,
Welshy denied that lines such at Settle —
Carlisle wers being delibarately run down.
“Park and Ride"™ to catch a replacemant
bars was seen as 1m likely than for a train
but he felt the only way to prove it was 1o
iy |1 and sea. Pu'l.rul réplacemant of trains
by coaches, during lightly loaded times, as
practised in Germany, was seen as another
ible salution. Further discussion was,
er precluded by the clock and Mr.
Welshy was thanked for providing a stim-
ulating moming. A=

After Lunch disoussion was bed by
Branche: & Aress Committes Chalrrman
Trevor Garrod, who explained how the
Sociery and Groups could help cach other,
in particular the need to form more Grouwps
to give comprehensive cover to all the sec-
ondary routes which meght be candidates
for closure. Peter Warner, (Secretary of
EN.T.A] then mxplained the valuable
lessons which had been learned when his
Group and Yarmouth Borough Council
had challenged B.R. in the High Court
awer the allegedly “illegal™ elasure of tha
Wensum Curve which enabled through
trakng to by-pass Morwich, But for the de-
lay, inevitable in raising local authorivy
support for such a case, the action may
have succeeded.

After John Barfield, Mational Petiton
Chrganiser, had thanked Groups, and supg-
orting organizations for their help in g
over 20,000 Signatures against Serp. d
for more imestment for B.R. Conference
wad addressed by G.LLC. Transport Chair-
man, Dave Watzel who gave a talk on the
futwre of public trantport in urban aneas.
"Fares Fair'" inevitsbly dorminated the
scone but he falt the whole eplsode had
probably led to more media discussion on
the future of public transport than in the
last 15 years. He outlined what the Council
wat doing, with Governmaent support, to
promaote Light Rail in London snd 1o sup-
port B.H, local services. He stressed that
sooner of later the neftle of car restraint
in “Inner Cities™ would have 1o be grasped
and experiments such as ““Fares Fair'”
needed time to prove themsalves.

SUBSCRIPTIONS — I vou have recently
renewed your subscription to RDS a new
Mermbership Card is enclosed, If your sub-
scription s now due a GREEN REMEWAL
FORM will be enclosed. ALL MEMBER-
EHIPF EMOQUIRIES FOR THE TIME BE-
ING TO:- L.LElia {Aeting Membarship
Gecratary) 78, Rochford Gardens, Slough,
SL2BXT,




Delegates thereiore departed after a
further brisk afterncon’s debate punciua-
ted by Mr. 'Wetzel's breeny style but not
bifore passing the following resalution:-

“Thizs National Conference of Rail
Users’ Groups declares (15 total opposition
1o any of the rail clossres referred to in
the Serpell Report on Raileay Finance
and urges the Gowernment to grant B. R,
the rivsjor nereass in invetrment necassary
1o develop the rall network to meet Brit-
@in's transport needs of the future. Road
substitution is not an acceptable alterna-

we S10P PRESS ......
Since our Lesder was written Mra,

Thatcher hes indeed called a Genaral Elec-
tion snd by the time mambers receive this
RO, the outcoms will be known. In the
thort time available during the run-up to
the Election the Society issued 5,000 cop
s of & summary of points 1o be put 1o
cp=idates which, with other material
i Transport 2000, should have bean
distributed 1o members throwgh Branches
and Areas. We hope that as many as poss-
ible ware able 1o tackle candidates in thair
area on the vital issue of more investrment
for B.R.

Befare the dissolution it was howaver
possibde for three A.DL5. representatives
to meet Reginald Eyre, on 11th May, a3
planned, 1o disowss matters of vital impor-
tanee to the future of B.A. Our Chalrman,
Wiee-Chalrman and Dy, F.G. Tomling spent
almost an hour with him and obviously
imprested the Minister with the depth of
their knowledge of the subjects disoussed,
It alio became apparent that the Govern-
ment had been aken by surprise at the
axient of opposition to Serpell,

We still hope to submit our Petition to
the Prime Minister {of whatever Party) &
soon as possible after assembly of the new
Parliament but have drawn atiention 1o
1#¥*==qtant of the response in the leaflet
f= od to abowe.

Meanwhile London & Home Counties
Branch Mambers (and particularly those
resident in Hertfordshirel have been alar-
ted to 8 plan by their County Coundil to
persuade B.R. to close the Watford — St
Albans (Abbey) line snd this meraly to
effect economies in construction of the
.25 Motorway. Is this March — Snlldil'rﬂ
all ewer again kn a different gulse’

']‘htlm |40 DMU |

sucoessful high speed trains now operating on B.R., at nearly twice molonway speeds,
and the Speedlink system for wagon losd traffic were just a foretaste of what a madern
railway had to offer if given the chance,

Railways were ideally suited to take full sdvantage of computer technology, wens
three times more enengy efficient than road transport and could be operated by electr-
city, genarated from any available energy source, Mottt important of all, they had an
excellent safety rocord whereas road accidents continued to leave an appalling tll of
human sulfering and misery. Suraly that alone was sufficiont to justity a massive shift
from road o raill

The rail unigns had rightly been atked to abandon outdated practices but the M
Age of the Train would only come when there was &lso a change in attitudes in West
minster and Whitehall to glve B.R. a falr deal and a major injection of investmant. This
could not be left until afier 8 General Election, It was urgent = very wrgant, Cur mess-
age to Mrs, Thatcher and her Cabinet was therefone loud and clear!

iCopies of the full Reports wbmitted to the Annual General Meeting — for thoss
rmemisers unabde to attend — can be obtained from the Circulation Manager by enclosing
a stamped addressed snvolope not less than 77" x 10° at 108, Berwick Roed, London
E16 305

RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY
Says

BRING BACK
THE TRAINS.

READ OUR NEW BOOK, putting the case for some
closed stations to be re-opened, new stations to be
built and 500 miles of lines to be restored to the
passenger network.

Let us put right some of the mistakes of the past.
Let us improve and expand our rail system instead
of cutting it.

‘BRING BACK THE TRAINS' is illustrated and costs
£1.60 including postage.

ORDER NOW from:
RDS Sales, 21, Norfolk Road, Sutton Coldfield, B75 65Q.

SIRRYT MATE,
ALL THE BRANTH-L
ARE CLOSEDS

F 3
BRs Arswer for Branch-Ling [raing ..




MEMBERS' PLATFORM

“Too much Gavernment Bashing™

Dear Sir,

Your correspandent, T.D-Tugua, af
Mewport | of W., appears to have had his
fealings hurt by that brave lady, Mrs, That-
char, being referred to & “Maggie. (RDMN
- Oet 1882}

| was present at the mesting when our
late Chairman/President committed this
affence, and would like 1o assure Mr, Tea-
gue that the nickname was not spoken in
& spitit of nastiness (which is more than
can be said about many of her own spee-
chesl.

But | was amused by your juxtapasit-
ioning of quotations from two letbers, one
by Mrs. Thatcher hersalf, in which she said
“1 hawe not travelled by train since taking
office”. The other was by Prince Charles,
and declared he had travelied 4 879 mibes
by rail in the previous year,

Perhaps Mrs. T. would consider it be-
neath her dignity to be found in such co-
FREAny.

Chas. E. Dabnay
Didsbury Park, Manchester,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editor will consider for publication
letters on matters of general interest (such
@ the abowel. Amy opinions expressed,
however, must not be taken as necessarily
reflecting the afficial views and policies of
the Society,

The Editor also reserves the right to
make “cuts”, Letters should normally be
sigred by thie writer’s real name, Only in
excaptional circumstances, which must be
clearly stated in a covering note, will a
letier be accepted for publication under a
“momae de plume”,

ANTI-CLOSURE FUND — This still stands
at about EX0 even though E5D has besn
spant on the Settle = Carlisle Campaign,
s further contributions will be walcome
by the Tressurer:- Mr. M.J.Farahar, 35,
Ashrmera Grove, Ipewich, Suffollk IP4 2RE.

RDS LOTTERY — Result Sheets for the
Diraws which have taken place tince Febr-
uary are enclosed 1o all Subscribers with
this issue of R.DLN, and Prizewinners
should similarly have been notilied of their
puopais. Participation isstill much lest than
wao would like to make the Prizes worth
whils 5o SUPPORT THE LOTTERY MNOW
[OPEM TO RDSE MEMBERS ONLY) —

wirite for further details to:- 1.G.Crighton,
19, Dakdale Avenue, Kenton, Harrow,
Middx. HAS DOJ. More incoma from the
Lattery will both increase the wvalue of
prizes and provide a much nesded regular
incame for the Saciety.

“THE RAIL LOBBY and THE CAR”

[Tha article balow has bean submitted by
Mr. G.R. Tolliday, Chairman of the Wrex-
ham — Birkenhead Rail Users’ Association
and is published in the hope that it may
stimulate members’ comments on thesa
twa important subjects.)

Isgue Mo, 17 of "IN PARLIAMENT
guotes Mr, Flobert Adley (PREVIEW] a2
saying to Jack Ellis. . . . “There's virtually
no rail lobly. The car is the most environ-
mentally destructive thing aver invented,”

Parhaps | may add my comments &
fiollows:-

{a) The Rail Lobby = Apart from my
own organtsation (WEBRLUAL which i fun
an 8 shoostring by half a doren dedicated
amateurs, | also belong to Transport J000
and various ather Rail Users” Associations,
such ms BRAG, OPTA, CCLAG, | belong
to the Wirral Raileay Circle, and was a
{ounder member of the Morth Wales Rail-
way Circle {and one-tima President there
ofl. | was on the Executive of the Wales
Rail Action Group and am also a mermibar
of the Pedestrians Association.

iMr. Tolliday ha been a rember of
SAUBLUK, RIS and laterly RDS for over
20 years. Ed.)

WEBRUA i perhaps unigue in that it
line — ower 27% miles long — joins tao
nations; three counties and i3 shared be-
tween Stoke-on-Trent, Liverpoo, Chester
and Wrexham. Thus we are the concern,
theoretically of the T.U.C.C. for both
Wales and Morth West England, The line
alss passes through the constituencies of
E M.Ps and close to a sixth, Mone of the
rail unions howeser appear to be actively
concarned with our effors 1o promote,
develop or improwe our line,

Surely thore ought to be some way in
which all these various bodies could be
persuaded 1o co-ordinate their respective
efforts and become together a poweriul
Rail Lobby? Joint Mestings and Joint Press
Releases would perhaps helpl

(b) The Matar Car = In March 1980
Granada TV did a programme on the true
cost of road accidents, which they estima-
wd as costing the taxpayer £2% billion a
woar. |t seerms glaringly obwious that this
figure I3 of the utmaost importance and
should be used constantly in our propa-
ganda thus:: “Railways save money; for
three recent consscutive Years No paksen-
ger has been kRilled on BR, but our rosds
claim 6—7 thousand people every year &t
an annual cost of £2=3 million.”

Governments appear 1o BRCOUrsge priv:
ate transport for both freight and pasten-
gors as the modt economical way out for
themn, costing far less than a good public
tranapart system. OF the enormous global
sum of taxes on road vehicles (and thair
fuel] the Road Lobby are always telling us
that only about % is directly spent on
roads, the rest going into the general ex-

chaquer, and, of course the starry-eved
private motorist is lulled by constant ad-
vartisaments offering cars which are cap-
able of travelling far inexcess of any spaed
liris which appeals to their owner's baser
instincis,

Many sciantific ressarch projects have
demanstrated that electrie trains with steel
rails are one of the cheapest forms of tran-
sport, second only 19 trantport on Water.
it will b2 no easy matter 1o persuade not
only tha present governmaent, but also the
ganeral public that modernised electrified
public transport is necessary. The scale of
funding for BR hes been lamentable since
nationalsation, and the actions of spme
rall unions has not sarved to help the situ-
ation.

SMCF on the other hand hewe had na
difficulty in securing the necessary funding
from their government which has no Ll-'bJ-
bitions about the need Fnugm-d-rl""‘ -
tern. The amount spent on the superb
TGY (Paris — Lyon) ling excesds BR"™
total annual budget, and the RER and
Metro improvernents in Parls again cost
more than BR s permitted for its whole
systam. Yt the long suffering British tax-
payer i5 forced willy-nilly to fork out
£1,200 million to kesp BL in existence
ard [throwgh the Arts Council) E560 mil-
lion to fostor modern art and encourags
esoteric branches of culture such as ballet
and opera. Incidentally the great British
Public slso spends £1,200 million annually
an gambling

Is there not therefore something ser
igusly wrong with our sense of values?

GRT

N. U. R. &
CAMPAIGN
LEAFLETS

ENCLOSED WITH
THIS ISSUE




LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

The twa highly sucesssiul pmﬁ:u
mounted by the Branch during Rall Dev-
elopment Week hawe led to increased act-
iviby in thedr ive fialds, Firstly the
the round-trip to the Ashford — Hastings
= Tunbridge Wells = Eridge lines was
undertaken by 20 Branch members [and
wwuu] on &3rd October who, even

are the rip was over, were asking when
the next would be held, Good publicity
wiak recéived for the Branch's Report on
the Ashford — Hastings line (rebeased the
sarme day] but apart from a meeting with
local Councillors responsas 1o the report has
been somowhat dissppointing. The oppoar-
tunity was taken to emphasise the need
for & speady decidon by the Minister on
the package submitted by B.R. for the
modernisation and electrification of the
Tonbridge — Hastings line but alss the
schemea is now being subjected ta Serpell-
“es cost paring Investhgations which can
« . becompared to *fiddling while Rome
burng. "

It is now slrmost 6 mohths since the
scheme was submitted to the Department
of Transport and aleeady ona of the ageing
diesal units has had to be reduced as one
of its carrisges has become beyond repair
0 will the scenario described in R.DLN,
Ma, 14 {at p4] soon become a reality?
The time has surely come for local users
to stand up and show they mean bulingss
if the lima is not w slowly wither mway and
the Government to do the right thing by
thirm

The proposed closure of Tunbridge
Wells — Eridge saw the Branch in action
egain at the T.ULC.C. Inguiry on 15t Feb.
whare convincing evidence of handihip
was put forward by the Branch and o
B Rail Lsers’ Groups. So much so thet

WULELC im & press statement, on 15th
v, b, concluded that withdrawal of the
train service would undoubtedly caese
conssderable hardship to commulers, oot
asional users, the alderly and the sick by
reason of asdditional jowney times and
that the village of Groombridge, which
would be isolated from the railway by
closure, would suffer particular hardship,

The County Council does not see itsel!
able 1o give financial pricrity to any re-
placament bus service and in the circum-
stances, the T.U.C.C. are strongly of the
openion that hardship to the users, and
cmmunitiss in the arsa, can only be av.
oeded by the retention of the line and
conslder that thought should ba given to
improwing the rail service to stimulate it
use and improve its viability. The Branch
is now prepafing & memorandum on the
wisder aspects of the proposal for submis-
sipn direct to the Minister of Transport.

One of the more intenesting aspects of
the maeting held at Hormsey Town Hall on
th October to stimulate interest in &
Light Rail link frem Finsbury Park to

REGIONAL NOTES

Bupsall Hill, via the former “Ally Pally”
Branch, was the concept of FLY DA un:
veiled by its inventor Mr. John Emmanuel.
Alrmepst silent drivarioss traing consisting of
sin-seater cars suspended on either side of
& light metal space frame wers demonstr-
ated In model form. This nevel light rall
#ystem was also the subject of a presamia-
tion to Fleet Street journalists on 22nd
March when Mr. Emmanuel stressed that
the system could use varipus kinds of
mative porvar but that its principal meaerit
wat the we of conventional technology
in @ movel way,

The Branch has also besn inuuur?ad
by the Government's approval of a EG5
million L A.T. scherme to help regensrate
the re-development of London's Dock-
lands, announced shortly before the meat-
ing. &nd I5 now preparing detailed comm-
ents on the latest consultation paper on
the scheme isued by the G.L.C, It is also
continuing 1o press the case for the Mus-
wiedl Hill scheme in conjunction with local
Groups.

The Minister's agreamsant 1o the closure
of Broad Stroet, to facilitate the Liverpool
Street redevelopment, announced at the
end of January — or more particularly
the terms on which it was ghven — can be
regarded &8 nothing less than a *'sellout™
and the Branch has besn working closely
with the North London Line Committes
and Hackney Public Transport Action
Group to sscure & much better deal for
wsers of the North London Line than that
proposed. In particulsr the retention of
some form of high:-level connection from
Dalston Junction into a redeveloped Liv-
erpool Strest. The G.L.C. is showing signs
of giving active — and maore imporantly —
fimancial support for such a schame and
talks weore dug to take place betweesn
Branch represontatives and Transport Co-
rmittse Chair, Deve Wetzel, following tha
highly stirmulating talk he gave to delegates
to the Rail Users’ Conference (reported
elimadiere in this issue) to disewss this and
ather aspects of rall development in Lon
don at the time R.D.M, went to press,

& further Branch visit vo the Watford =
St Albans and Bletchley — Bedford lines
is due to take place on 4th June and a
Public Mesting in Bicaster on 30th April
to promote the Society's book “Bring
Back the Trains.'

WEST MIDLANDS

Dusring the 12 deys of the 1882 Mator
Show at the N.E.C. a total of 202,353
peaglé — nedrly one third of those attend-
img — travelled there by rail. From May,
most Euston — Birmingharm iraing will op-
erate as through services toffrom Shrews:
bury, North Wales or Blackpoal.

Whilst it is intended 1o clote the 2-car
halt at New Hadbey, 1% miles wast of Oak:
engates, British Rail has already embarked

on comstruction of a new Inter-City station
next to Oldbury which will be named
Dudiey and Sandwell, Within the conurb-
ation work s expected to start this year
on a mew 140 space car park for Bescot
station costing £103,300; platform sxten-
gions at Blake Street and trackwork and
ather improvernants will cost £710,000
wiilst at Marston Gresn new bridges and
station buildings will cost £236,000.

From May the junction station &t Bar-
net Green i to have an increased service
of 36 trains a day, After track alterations,
mrd platform improvements at ‘Wolver-
hampton the new hourly EMU servics to
Walsall ks planned 1o start in May 19584 at
a cost of £323,000.

The most recent RDS enterprises in the
area are the Inter-City charter from Wal-
sall to Windsor on 30th May; & DML char-
tor from Stourbridge to Matlock on 30th
June and salos of a new 12 page bookbet
packed with illustrations and facts about
re-cpening of the Walsall = Hednesford
service entithed "Trains Via Cannock”
which is peailable for only 36p. (Incl.plpl
from 8, Goldthorn Avenus, Cannock,
Seatfs. WSE. i

EAST ANGLIA

Cver 40 members attended the Branch
A GM, st Ipswich Town Hall on 29th
January, when Branch Chairman Stave
Wilkingon, attacked the Serpell Report,
not only for it negative approach but alse
for its cost — 600,000, = “I"m sure all of
us in this room could have found another
uwse for that money’ he added. Branch
Secretary, Trewor Garrod, in his report
also reminded members that Sir Peter
Parker had predicted 1983 would be
“watershed year'® for the railways, especi-
ally the secondary services like most in
East Anglia. “So the nesd iz thers” he
siressed “'as perhaps never n the last 30
years, for a strong vobce for rail users to
put the case for a modern attractive rail
system.”

Members present were also able o view
Russell Whipps' film of one of the nine
special trains chartered by RDS and its
amsgociated users’ groups in East Anglia,
during 1882 and hear a wik by ADS Mat-
ipnal Committes Mambar, Leslie Froitag.
on the Society's efforts at national level
10 increase both 5 membership and influ-
ance,

In February, 50 people attended 8 pub-
lie meating, organised by the Branch, in
Colehester, addressed by Mr, Gardion Pett-
it BR"s recently appointed Deputy Dire-
cior of London & Sputh East Passengor
Services. In a well presented talk, acoom-
panied by many visush, he ermphasied
that Essex had seen one of the highest
population growth rates in the country
since 1945: but there had not been a mat:
ching investrnent in its rail system,




He outlined the way in which BR would
be abectrifying northwards from Colches-
tar o Ipswich, Harwich and Morwich oved
the next four years and announced a E1
millipn face-lift for Chelmsford station
He akto hedd out the prospect of & low-
cost slectrification scheme for the South
minster Bramch by 1985 but made no
promises to electrify the Sudbury branch,
thowgh he urged the local authorities to
help pay for modernised level crossings on
it

Elsgwhere in the reglon, a timatable has
been announced for modernisstion of the
East Suffolk Line. BR hope 1o have aubo-
mated of simplified most of the level cros-
sings by 1885 and introduced radio signal-
ling, with the closure of B signal booies,
ROS and It corporate memiser, the East
Suffolk Travellers” Assn support such
maves — having carmpaigned for them for
many years — though s afe less happy
gbout proposals for large-scale track sing
ling, and have made our views plain to BR
and the local authorities

Anaother matter which has been caus-
ing concern i the continual whittling
gway of rural bus services, eoupled with
the introduction of new bus links which
largely duplicare BR services and in a
jotter pubdished in the “Emtern Daily
Press” [February 28th) the RDS Branch
Secretary questioned whathaer this was the
best use of resources. Further local bus
cuts in the Wymondham and Attleborough
areas have also prompted ROS 1o suggest
to BR the reinstatement of the evening
mall train a5 a passenger train. With the
latest cuts it Is now impossible for peoplo
from thass towns to have & reasonable
evening in Morwich using public transport.

Amang the wide and varied corresporr
dence being conducted by the Branch are
gttempts to ensure that coal tratfic to
Lowestoft and Yarmouth continues to go
by rail and putting the rail case 1o local
suthoritios continues with RDS submiss-
jiors on the laest suffolk and Morfolk
Public Transport Plans, whilst Branch
Commities Member, Pater Lawrence add-
rosed the Februsry maesting of the Mo
folk Asociation of Parish Councils. Fin-
ally & legal technicality has blocked the
bid by Yarmouth Borough Council to
challenge in the High Court BR's dacision
1o close the Wensum Curve [which enabiled
trains to the coast to by-pass Morsichl s
Wir. Justices Mcheill dismissed the action
without hearing argurments of the merits of
of it cass on the grounds of undue delay
in bringing it to court.
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YORKSHIRE

After many months of uncertainty
South Yorkshire County Counell announ-
ced &t the end of February that it would
give financial support to the Shetfield —
Huddersfield waln service, diverted wia
Barnsley, for a trial period of & year. Prior
to this the Branch hed conducted a vigor

ous leafietting carmpaign, pointing cut that
West ¥ orkshire County Council would be
unable tosuppart & wruncated service from
Denby Dale to Huddersfield and urging
people who wished to keep the trains to
write to South Yorks, C.C. Leaflets were
posted on the stations; given out on the
trains and displayed in shop windows. In
wddition Britivh Rall isued 5,000 laaflats
satting out the value of retaining tha ser-
vice,

A driwe to retain the Spen Valley Ling,
batween Low Moor ard Dewsbury, has
been mounted by & group of local suppor-
ters ealled the “Missng Link™. The local
Branch of RDS consider that a restored
gervice on this line would provide an ex-
cellent link between Bradford (Exchange)
siation and the Wakefiald area, Regrett-
ably West Yorks P.T.E. do not have suf-
ficient funds to support such a proposal,
but there are plans to re-open the line a3 &
fourist atiraction sither as a stearm raihway
ar 8% & tramway, for which money could
be raised from outside sources and thenaby
provent the track being lifted,

It is likely that the Sheffield Division
of B.R. will be closed down in the near
future and lbocal services administered
from Lesds In the new May Timaiabla
however, Trans-Panning sareioes &ré 10 run
from Scarborough, wia Manchesier, o
Liandudne and Bangor, alternating with
the presant services from Newcastle 1o
Liverpaod.

DJa

SEVERNSIDE

in the Avon County Structure Plan
{Report on Public Consultation — Val. 11
— 266 pp. ) a disappointingly small amount
of space was glven to the submission pre
pared by & Working Party of the local
Branch of RDS, As the County Council
state that investmant on the scale reguined
to provide major rail facilities [such
Mptra) would be far beyond it resources
they see little point in procssding with &
Femsibility Study to establish it rmerits
unless @ clear assurancs ks given that funds
will be forthcoming for its implementa-
tion,

The Society's recormmendationd e
tred on exploitation of existing rail routes
in view of present traffic congestion and
that likely to be generated by new housing
estates, The suggestion to build a néw rall
halt between the farmer Puxton & Worle
station site and Weston Milten Halt to
serve future housing estates was noted but
the Branch expressod concern at the conr
tinued failure to allow the remaining plat
form at Chipping Sodbury to ba served by
the HST services which pass through it. It
has also been that Yate Mow
Town could be served by Gloucester line
services (aithough not necessarily at the
original station site) as provision has been
made for the ling to be re-directed to run
past the new town shopping centre to @
new junction at Wapley Common.

A, decision is still awaited on relaying,
and recpening the line to Portishead larg:
aly depending on the level of shipping act-
fvities at the new Royal Portbury Dock.
Turning to the Serpell Report, Gloucester-
shire County Councll have rejectsd the
three options which would curtail its ser-
vices and have asked for full consultation
with all interested parties to ensure that
the present level of rail serviess b main-
tained and improved, having drawn atten-
tion 1o overcrowding on some 3-car DMU
workings on the Swindon — Gloucester
ling,

County Councillors had alto discussad
the light loading of rural bus services &
problem which has already been examined
by RDS who had drawn attention to the
scope for improving bus patronage by re-
opening 8 number of main line stations a5
Halts to permit & co-ordinated service. To
achieve this a new pattern of Limited
Seap trains would be requined to augment
the bus services, the direct sarvice betwaen
Gloucester and Bristol now being -4
sparce due to the policy of running
trains non-stop from Chaltenham $0 w. .
1o,

Completion of a Market Survey by the
Local Authority in the Ashchurch area is
still swalted but the County Council has
stated that the results would be used 1o
formulate policy regarding other re-open-
ing proposals put forward by the Society.
Support has also been received from a
number of quarters to the idea of providing
& concreto platform against the Weymouth
Line for Imterchange with Salisbury —
Eweter sorvices at Yeovil Junction, bat
BA‘s response has not been encouraging.

DEVON

At a moeting last year the North Deven
Rallway Line Developmant Group decidad
to approach the E.E.C. in Brussals,
through the Executive sand Devon's b
for financial help 1o save the Barnstaple —
Bideford — Torrington — Meeth line. The
result has bBesn encouraging and earlier
this year & spocial train ran to Torringlon
comvaying a party of officials and interest:
wd parties, incdluding Devon MEP, Lord
0'Hagan, who was impressed by the ling's
potential and undertook to do what he
could to get assistance from the E.E.C. BR
for their part have undertaken to keep the
ling in situ for at least 2 years whilst att-
empts are made to save it from final close-
wre. If snvything concrete comes of this it
will doubtiess sat & useful precadent for
other Users’ Groups who may seek Euro-
cash for rural raibways — In may BR will
be re-opening Plnhoe station — 4 mibes
from Exeter on the Salisbury line,

WALES

South Glamorgan County Council are
funding a néw station costing £83,000 st
Cathays just % mile north of Oueen Strest
station an the TreherbertMerthyr lines




NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM

The Society’s recently appointed Area Representative, Mark Roberts, was e
viewed on Tyne-Tees television about the Serpell Report when it was published. RDS
also organised a public meeting in Hexham on 28th March to discuss the problems of
tha Tyne Valley local rail servica and to form a local Rail Users' Group.

Same 30 people attended a public meeting in Consett on 26th February, the first
in & saries 1o publicise the Sociaty’s new book “Bring Back the Trains.'" Having saan
the Prince of Wales arrive in the town by a Special train in Decembar, local people are
now mare detarmined than ever to press for a restored passenger servics. Speakers at
the meeting included Harley Sherlock (Mational Chairman of Transport 2000], and
Trevor Garrod for the RDS.

CLEVELAND & DARLINGTON

Diespite the certain closure of BREL's Shildon Works the future of the Darlington
— Bishop Auckland line Is assured as a result of increasing freight revenue from East-
gate goods line, This very profitable corner of BR will see increased traffic as the Blus
Cirele Cemant Comparry ks increasing its output. Sedgefield District Council i continu-
ing 1o actively support the rail passenger services,

The Coast Line Users’ Group are now holding regular meetings in Hartlepool. On
the Mewcastle — Middiesborough service three trains are to be withdrawn from the
timetable, although one will be replaced by the “Cleveland Executive” HST which will
jeave Mewcastle ot 6.30 am and arvive in London at 8.52, calling at Sunderland, Hartle-
.ﬂ!' Stockton and Middlesbrough on the way. This really puts Durham and Cleveland
A s on the “main line™ map again. & similar 126 H5T will make the return journay
WitEr im the evening, -
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LANCASHIRE & CUMBRIA

The Orrmskirk — Preston Travellers Association hopes to undertake a study into the
lime i conjunction with Dr. Lewis Lesley of Liverpool Polytechnic, at & cost of £3,000
if the local suthorities along the line are prepared to foot the bill. If the study is carried
out it will examing in detail how people are currently using the line but more Import-
antly how improvements 1o the service will affect usage. The study will svaluate schemes
sseh a8 8 new station at Burscough Mill Dam Lane; electrification to Burscough Bridge
fraen Ormskirk: the viability of a Preston to Southport service and others.

The Association has been told that BR is to single the line from Farrington Curve
Junction 1o Midge Hall in May thiz year. Whilst this i good news for regulars, as the
parmanent spaed restriction on the Liverpool side has meant missed connections at
Ormaskirk, there is a worrying aspect to it. Originally BR were going to close Midge Hall
signal boot, which is alio the fringe box to the Preston PSB, and make Rufford the
fringe box, but this is no longer planned so the long term future of the crossing loagm at
Auftord i once again in question.

From Dctober BR plan to cut the South Fylde Line service by more than 25% to
gnable it to single the line entirely and run the servica with 1 DMU only. The local
Lsars' Association has mounted a well-run cempaign to opposs thess cuts and a meeting
1 BR was to take place on March 30th. Squires Gate station has now been adopted
bi*the Group and the first working party started work on Sunday March 13th, The
station hes suffored badly from vandalism in recent yesrs 3o this work is especially
urgant,

At a Public Transport Conference, organised by Lancs. C.C,, 1o inform the local
M.Ps of the plight of public transport in the county, hald on Saturday 26th February,
g six point resolution was passed calling on the Government to devote more resources
to public transport, both bus and rail, and objecting to the Serpell Report. “....... only
looking at finance and not at the social and other aconomic benefits to the country.”
In snswer to ADS Local Representative, Richard Watts, questioning the wisdom of ak-
ways cutting local services, BR Divisional Manager, Mr. Trevor Anderson, replied that
it was the only option that he had.

In the light of BR's expected application to close the Settle — Carlisle Line this May
RDS produced a special 4-page leaflet to assist the Friends of the Settle — Carlisle
Agsociation in its campaign to stress the foolishness of such a proposal and to promaote
its improvement and development, which was lsunched at a Press Conference in Leeds
on Fth March. A mesting of inerested MPs at the Houss of Commons s also planned,

AW,

MERSEYSIDE

Sunday Tih Movember 1982 saw the
commencament of engineering operations
in connection with the £10 million redes-
glopment plan for Liverpool Lime Strest.
For nearly 2 months work went ahead on
the realignment of the ends of platforms
6 and 7, together with associated alters
tions to treckwork and signalling. Other
works 1o be carried out during 1983 in-
clude the widening of the conopurse; pro-
wision of a néw booking office/travel cen-
tro and vast improverments 10 toilet and
refreshimant facilities. Mew lighting i to
e installed: the train shed roof repainted
and new train departere/arrival indicators
provided. The Lord Melson Street side of
the station |5 due to be demolished and
replaced by @ multi-story car park and new
taoe] rank.

BR havo advised that &5 & result of poor
passenger figures between Lime Street and
Manchester Victoria, there will be @ revis-
ign of the hourly trans-Penning senioes
in the 1083/84 timetable inasmich as
avary alternative train will be re-routed
taltrom North Wales, effectivaly linking
up with the Manchester = Bangor services.
Trans-Pennine sendices toffrom Liverpoal
will therefore be reducsd to a two-haurly
freguancy with DMUs providing & connac:
ting service to Manchester Victoria every
other hour.

At long last the Department of Trans
port has given final approval for alectrifi-
cation between Rock Ferry and Hooton.
Work has commenced with much of the
track already relaid with concrete sheapers
and continuous welded rail, As the glesp
ors have been pre-drilled to take 3rd rail,
installation will be simplified and together
with the building of two sub-stations a1
Hooton, work should be completed by
1985 It is then expected that electric
traing will mun guery 16 minutes beteeen
Liverpool Loop and Hooton. A missed
connection at FAock Farry will then be a
thing of the pastand journey timas will bo
up to 10 minutes shorter. All credit muest
tharafore go to the Babington Rail Action
Group who for many years have bean con-
ducting a relontless campaign for improve-
ments to services on this ling, | just goes
to show what & little pressurs by an organ-
ised bady of people can do. Mow for the
refmaining sight mibes to Chester!

The Weaxham = Birkenhead Rail Users
Association has launched & rsearch pro-
Joct to evaluate the future potential of the
ling, & student from Liverpool Polytechnic
i to ba employed togather with 2 team of
assistants who will be allowed to travel on
the wralns in onder to gathar the requined
data. & mumber of local puthorities have
agroed o provide the necessary finance.
Negotiations are also procseding for the
retuirn of this service 1o Birkenhead North
from its present wrminus at Bidston, How-
gver the terminating facilities {erossouers
and signals] at North were removed some
time ago and replacernents will involve a
six figure sum.
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Intreduction of the 1983/84 Timetable
will s the through-running of eleciric
traing batween Kirkby and Hunts Cross,
A5 a result of this extension the stopping
sarvices from Liverpoal to Warrington and
from Warrington to Manchester will be re-
wigad. They are to be combined into an
hourly all stations Hunts Cross — Manche-
ster Piccadilly servicee with convenient
connections to/frem Liverpool Central
and Kirkby being provided at Hunts Cross.
Only a number of peak-hour services will
continue 1o run tofrom Lime Street, as
will eermain trains on Sunday evenings.

These ehangas will result in a 0% red-
ucthon in off-peak sarvices on the line be-
tween Lime Street and Allertan which has
upset users n the Mossley Hill arsa who
heve aqganised themselves into the Moss-
ley Hill Line Action Committes in order
ta fight the cuts. An RDS meambaer from
the Lelcaster area whose parents are usans
of the line compiled an excellent report
which was sent to both local politicians
and the MPTE. Despite this and good press
publicity the FTE are totally intransigent
on this isue and are adament that cuts
must go ahesd, Their excuse is that in
order to finance the Garston — Hunts
Crosz electrification they are obliged 1o
rmake cuts ehewhers to meet an essential
conditicn laid down by the Department
of Transport. If this i the case and future
investment in public transport in Mersey-
gide is 1o be based on cuts elsewhare purely
to demonstrate “good housekeoping”™ to
the Dept. of Transport rail wers in other
conurbations beware!

Two new stations are being planned in
Merseyside: at Bromborowugh Rako, bet-
waan the present Spital and Brombarough
stations and at Arrowebrook, beDeseen
Moreton and Meols on the West Kirby
line. Upton-by-Chester 5 alio to be re
gited Y% mile in the direction of Chester
and renamed Bache, i

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

The campalgn 1o re-open the Corby —
Kettering line to passengers continues
with even greater effort now that the Gow
srnment has approved plans tor the multi-
millign pound Wonderland Leisure Pro:
ject. As reported in January's “Modern
Raihways™ the District and County author-
ities mre prepared to finance a servics and
so local RDS members are about to launch
a strong campalgn to push things along.

It s hopad to gain direct acoess 1o the
Wonderland Park via the BSC Tube Works
holding sidings — only & mile distant
Thesa in fact could link up with the naw
park area wia a former BSC Minoral line
with only the trackbed remaining. RDS
objected to the District Counel and the
Wonderland Planners at the high level of
car parking proposed initially and the lack
of rail socess as & result of which a "rail
corridar’” is now likely 10 be provided,
Detailed work on a proposed Fail Charter
for the County s now planned by local
members.

BDSC

SCOTLAND

Fallowing the meeting held in Stirling
during Rail Development Week a further
meating of Scottish mambers and support-
ers of RDS was held in Glasgow on 26th
February. This heard Frank Spaven give a
critical aceount of the Sarpell Feport
whilst Trewor Garrod introduced *Bring
Back the Trains." Participants Trom as far
sway a3 Aberdeen and Irverness agreed
thiat the tire was now ripe to launch RDS
SCOTLAND = replacing the Ad Hoe Camr
mittee fior the Defence of Railways which
had nowr sarved its purpose. The Inaugural
Maeting of the new Branch was due 1o ba
held on 19th March, Meanwhile RDS has
also launched a lecal petition against what
has been called “the Glasgow Mini-Serpsll™
progeosals by Strathelyde which could lead
to the demise of most of the city's subur-
ban rail services

NOTICE TO RAILCARDHOLDERS —

= Further to the notice in the February
MEMBERS BULLETIN we are plemed to
announce that John Cooper, Irsurance
Consultant of B8A, Church Street, Waooad-
bridge, Suffalk, (P12 1DH is prepared to
give 10% reduction in travel insurance pre-
miums to holders of current RDS TRAV-
ELCARDS.

This includes holiday insurance, busi-
nass travel insurance, special travel polie-
s such a3 mount@ineering or yachting
package policies.

This offer will be of particular interest
to Travelcardholders in East Anglia and
further details of the policies availabde can
be obtained by telaphoning Woodbridgs
(03643) 4748,

Ordinary Members
Corporate Members
Local Authorities

Students over 18
Mermbars ovar 65
Students under 18
Families

JOIN THE
RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY
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the amalgarmnation of the Railway Invigoration Soclety and Railway Devel-
opment Association, both of which ware formed in the early 1950s.

Its aims are the retention, modernisation and greater usage of rail ransport,
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groups and recpening campaigns around the country; and RDS, togother
with thess affiliated groups, simsd to provids a vaoics for rail users.

Ganeral enquiries about RDS should be addressed to the Ganeral Secretary,
ROS, BM/RDS, London WCIN 3XX (Tel: 01-405 04631

Mernibarship s eqen to all who are in general agreement with the aims of
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Subseriptions should be sent to the Acting Membarship Secratary,
L. I, Eliss, 7B, Rochford Gardens, Sough SL2 5XT.

DRRERR

E2
£6 plus £1 for sach member of
housnhold

RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT NEWS is edited by Keith Willson, 11a, Aspinall Road,

London SE4,

Sub-Editor: A Bevan, 12, Morris Fleld Croft, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 ORN.

Circulation Manager

: to whom any advics of non-receipt etc. of R.DUN. should be

gent:- J, W, Barfiald, 108, Borwick Rosd, London E16 305
Mr. Bevan it responsible for REGIONAL NOTES, Mr. Willson for all other material. To
ensure inclusion in the next kssue (to be published in NOVEMBER] all material must
be in the hands of the appropriate Editor by WEDNESDAY 27st SEFTEMBER.

Published by the RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY
BM-RDS, London WC1N 3XX. (Tel: 01-406 0463)

Prinveed by Print-0ut, High Serest, Histon, Cambridge.




IN PARLIAMENT

No. 18

JUNE 1983

Salected extracts from parllamantary questions and speeches. Commans replies given by Transport Secretary, David Howell, or his
Parfiamentary Secretary, Reginald Eyre unless atherwise thown.

C = Conservative, Lab. = Labour, Lib, = Libaral.
An asterisk denotes ths reply was given orally.

Serpell Fleport

JANUARY 20* Discussion of the Serpell
Report took the form of guestion and
arewer, when Mr. Howell made a state-
ment on the report after question time.
Tha Spoaker said he was giving it an axcep-
ticnsal amount of time.

Mr. Howell: | am publishing today the
full Serpell Committes reports. The com-
mittee was appointed on May 5 last year,
after the BA Board had proposed a review,
It was chaired by Sir David Serpell, who
was @ member of the board for & nurmbser
of years, Members wera Mr. Bond, of the
F=k Organisation, Mr, Butler, a partrer

mat Marwick, and Mr. Goldstein, a
transport consultant and angineer. Thers
s & minority repart by Mr. Goldstein,

The committes was asked to examine
snd report on the short-term financial
prospacts of the railway and on the options
for many years shasd. Tha majority docu-
ment fully reflects this. The minority doc-
wment gives more attention 1o the longer
berim.

The committes does not support the
view that yet lerger Infections of public
funds are needed to preclude extensive
closures, of that large parts of the system
are at risk from lack of maintenance with
present lewals of support. Mor did the
committes aocepi the case for a high
westment option,

| welcome the efforts by Sir Poter
Parker and his board to improve thesr
Management arrangements, to reduce costs
and get rid of restrictive practices. We now
== the opportunity for informed discus-

Jabout the sort of railway we want.

Abwert Booth |Lab. Barrowin-Furness)
said that those who had studied network
options A& and B in the report hed been
absolutely appalled to find an B4% cut in
the netwark. Did the committes not even
axaming proposals for main line electrific-
ation, nor BR's proposed invesiment pro-
gramma? Did that not show the most
horrendous anti-rail bias? Was it not absod-
wtely disgraceful to suggest that savings
might be mads by curtailing track and
equipment maintenance that wers consid-
ered essential for safety? The report
appeared to show blatant disregard for the
needs of passengers. |t used a financial
eriterion that bore no comparison to that
wsed by any othar railway system,

Mr. Howell: You overlook the fact that
it was the BR Board that sought this
rviow, Meither | nor the Gowernment
with to see substantial closures. |f that
policy wers changed, it would be afwer &
kong and informed debate.

Tha guestion of electrification invest-
ment depends on the ability of BR w

"Mo comparison between Serpell and Beeching’

bring forward progosals on how it can put
its imter-city business into profit, | hope
you will give & more opsn-minded app-
raech to 8 vary full and substantial report.

Mr. Booth: BR has said that the reports
are o disappointment 1o it. How can you
sugges that this is regarded by those res-
ponsible for running BR as making any
sensible  contribution to the important
debate that shoubd be taking place on
maintaining and sustaining the redbsay
FyEtem?

Mr. Howell; BR has indicated to me
that it sees constructive aspects in this

and it withes 1o build upon them,
It s true that it hes expressed disappaint-
mant. This report has shown that there are
substantial opportunities for cost savings,
thereby building on the spirited sfforts
that Sir Pever and the board have mads.

Sir David Price (C.Eastlaigh]: The snap-
shot judgment you condemn becomes in-
ovitable if a report gets dribbled and leaksd
to the press in the way that this has bean,
D you sccept that the main conclusion
is that BR can improve efficeency and
reduce costs, while keeping the raibaay st
brosdly |13 presant siza?

Mr. Howell: That g entirely right. |
deplore a great deal of speculation.

Gordon A, T, Sagrer |Lab. Sundsrland
Sputh]l: Do you agres that this iz almost
in line with the Beeching report. Will you
give an undertaking that a large part of it
will ba consigned to the dustbin? Do you
accept recommendations des to des-
troy BR Engineering Lid. (BREL)Y

Mr. Howell: | do not think there is any
cornparkson with the work of Dr. Besching.
It covers @ wider area and it conosrmed
with the cost and structure of the railway.
It puts forward a number of options of
what the public ls getting in tha way of
vilua for money., When you study the
rport you will see that it containg inform-
ation and illusirations of Importance snd
valug.

Tha future of BREL is considarsd, |
hope that British ks best, that British equip-
ment is competitive and will be supplied
to our rallwey systam. The best way of
schisving that is to ensure that BREL ha
a proper structure and is highly compati-
tiia.

Srephen Roge (Lib. L. of Wightl: The
regnst containg no compartsons with other
couniries, is short on rmecognition of safety
standards, and ssems to sssume that the
reoestion will continue ad infinfum. Wil
you ease the purss strings of BR, so that

it can at least order badly needed replace-
rmeenit rolling stock?

Mr. Howell: The Governmant have
abveays said that they look with sympathy
at the financing of wransitionsl costs to
et the problems of adapting & great ser-
vice snd Industry to future needs, It is
trun that the report looks at our dyitem
and does not go 100 far into international
comparisons. Thoss can wary fnom count-
ries that run thelr systems ot o huege loss
te thoss that mn relatively economic
syitems. Wo must choose what i best for
s

Les Hupckfisld (Lab, Muneaton): Do
you sccept that the conclusions in the re-
port &re far worss than anything recomm-
ended by Or, Beaching? Will you specifi-
cally condemn those parts that say safety
standands ought to be reduced?

e, Howell: | hove freguently sald the
Government do not wish 1o tse substan-
tial closwres. If a different pollcy weme
nacegsary, the House would be informed,
| do not accept that there should be any
prejudicing of proper safety standards.

Roger Moats [C. Favarsham): The prin-
cipal conclusion in the main report is that
railways can be maintained ot broadly their
present size, given greater afficiency, with-
o4t any increase in subsidy. Will you give
the lies to the suggestion that the Govern-
ment are in favour of major cuts in the
nebworks?

Mr. Howell: You are sbsolutely right.
The Government do not want 1058 a sub-
stential number of closures.

Ted Leadbitter (Lab. Hartlepooll: Will
Wil OHpasE ks on the removal of
subsidies on inter-city lnes? Wil you up-
hold the principle of a fully developed and
invested rall system a3 part of an integrated
transport system?

Mr. Howell: | am prepared (o look &t
new facts and Mlustrations which have
nover befors been examined except by the
radlway industry Iwell. Those figures sre
ncnw available to the public. | am prepaned
to consider whers investment priorities
can be switched for the greater banefit of
passangars and customars — who alio comae
into the equation—and the railway system.

Alex Polleck (C. Moray snd Maim):
Can you confirm that thare & no foreses-
able threat to the Aberdeen-Inverness line,
which is so important 1o north-sast Scot-
lared ¥

Mr. Howell: | cannot stand hefe and
guarantes the future of the entine system
for all tirma,




*Part of our heritage, of great beauty and value’

Ransld W. Brown (Lab. Heckney Southl:
Heve you any comments on the section on
tha section on longer-term options, where
there is full support for London commu-
ters? In the Transport Blll, now in commi-
80, you are not progosing 1o pursue that
policy.

Mr, Howell: You sre confused about
the Governmant's attitude towards subsi-
dies. This year London is recalving & lerger
share of national taxpayers’ support for
transport than ever befode, and very sub-
stantial levels of subsidy support for Lon-
don's transport system are fully supported
by the Government In one parsgraph of
the Sarpall report it is made chear that the
subsidies are well worth while because they
prevent totally unsccaptable snd anti-
sacinl congsstion on the roads, so that it is
a sansible policy.

David Mudd  (C. Falmouth and Cam-
bornel: Can you give me a simple message
of encouragamant to take back to Corn-
wall? For 20 years, whanever there has
bean & hint of rall closure, wa have sean
hotels and guest houses converted 1o old
poople’s homes and nursing homes, with &
loss of tourist capacity. Industrialbsts who
had expressed an Interest in coming fo
Cornvnll decided that it was not for them.
There are six options in Serpell and thres
of them ignome Conmwall In the remalning
threa there is the total elimination of the
important sconomically and socially rele-
vant Falmouth to Trure line. What will
you 18l me to say tomy consti tusnts about
ahout this

Mr. Howsll: The Sorpell report indics-
tes ways in which better transport facili-
ties can be brought to rural and outlying
areas by the better expenditune of funds
and a more imaginative developmaent of
the ransport system. That will be for the
banefit of your constitusnts and |5 & mess-
age worth taking to tham.

Alex Lyon (Lab, York): Is it possible
1o make 0 reasonable assessment of what
the level of subsidy to BR should ba, with-
out internathonal comparisons, when overy
other major country gives subsidies to in
rallways which ane far in excess of ours?
Is it not absurd that Serpell should have
axamined and refected the desine of BR to
ksop BREL going, on the basis that therm
i no alternative information about its pro-
duetivity and it capasity to maks profia?
It states that the Information is not avail-
able, yot suggests that it might be privat-
ised as one of the options.

Mr, Howell: The commities considerad
a number of options, of which privatisa-
tion is one, and putting it much closer 1o
BR iz another.

Az to intermational comparisons, it s
not true that every country subsidises i
railways 1o & much larger exitent than we
do. To take one sxample to do with wrban
systems, we are often told that we have a
low subsidy for London, but the subsidy
for greater Tokyo rail gystem is only B%.

Matthew Parris (C. Derbyshire): Is thers
& distinction bepwesn 8 constructive att-
tude to rall ransport and 8 sentimental
attitude to every current aspect of BR
practice? |f this report directs our minds
o that distinction, it will hawe done a
sanvice,

Mr. Hownll; | agree with this point,
wi thout condemning it, about a sentimen-
tal ottitude, We are dealing with part of
our heritage which iz of great beauty and
vilwe, The rights of way on which railways
run aré précious. All these matters should
be comidered in doveloping & system that
rmeais our future nesds.

‘Adley was really scathing — says Labour MP*

Sir Hector Munro (C. Dumfries): Will
you allay fears by saying today that some
of the extreme options are not acceptabla
and that the routs milesge in Scotland will
ba largely maintained?

Mr. Howel!: | beliewe that the sxtreme
options are not scceptable. They are there
ot 2 valuable framework for us to contider
the future.

David Sioddart {Lab. Sedndon]: If you
think Mr. Booth was scathing about the
repart, you should have heard Mr. Adbay
describing it on the “World at One.™ That
roadly was scathing. Instesd of congratuls-
ting Sarpall, do you not consider the report
is notable only for its incoherence? lsn®t
it cne that few people will understand?
Serpell recommendations have alresdy
caused fear and wncertainty among rakl-
wiryman throughout the country. IFBREL
wire privatised, it would be a disaster for
paszengers, BR and for satety standards

Mr. Howell: Evan my friends can some-
times bo wrong or premature in their jud-

gment. The danger is that if railways do
not adapt they will die. That is the spirit
of the repart.

P

Crowch [C. Canterbury): Your
that the posible rise In
minimal will be heard with a
A milllon passengers a day
and the south-sast sre BR's
most regullar custormars. Tha
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that they should b sub-
rtial (ncrease in fares, Will
in mind the need to give asur-
this increase will not take place?
Howell: The caution concerned
ﬂJ-u-l.l'I jacking up fares as the way to solve
financial probiems 8 right. The bast way
to coatrol fares s to keep down costs, and
there is planty of scope for that.

H

E’E

§38
;E §

Michse! Martin |Lab. Glasgow Spring-
burni: There is ower 30% unemplayment
in my constituency and there are only two
main amployers: Esstfisld railway loco-

motive depot and BR engineering work-
ghop,

My, Howell: | understand your worries
The social as well as the sconomic implie-
ations must be taken into secount.

A number of opposition MPs then
raised points of order about the appoint:
mant as consultants to the Serpell comm-
ittee of Travers Morgan and Peat, Marwick
Mitchell & Co., the consultancy firms of
Mr. Gobdstain and Mr. Butler, Mr. Howall
replied that he chose them “fully in line
with proper procedunes.”

‘Subsidies:
road congestion a relevant factor’

FEBRUARY 8 Lex Muckfiald |Lab. Mun-
gaton) asked what information was given
by the Transport Departmant to Serpall
concerning inoreased road congestion.

Mr. Eyre: The Departrment's svidance
suggested that road congestion was a role-
vant factor when considering passenger
trangport subsidies; that the effective™ ™=
of subsidies In reducing road conges.
was likely to be greater in London than
elsewhere; and that cutside London the
rafl strikesin 182 resulted in a litthe morse
ocongeition in city centres and in sighifie-
antly incressed congestion in London,

FEBRUARY 18 Robert Cook (Lab., Edin-
buwrghl: When did the minister expsct to
reach a decition on tha Serpall recomman-
dations?

AMr. Howell: The BREB was considering
what action to take in the light of the
scope for improvements in costs and effi-
ciency, On the longer terrm iiswes he would
not reach conclusions until all the facts
had been considered and public debate
completed.

Les Muckfisld {Lab, Nuneaton) mked
when the minister would mest the chalr-
man of the BA board and the trade uni=—
to dizcuss thelr response to Serpell,

Mr. Hawell: | have slready begun dis-
cussions with Serpeil. | have Invited sach
rail wnlon to discuss the contonts of the
repart with me, and one of these meetings
hias already taken place.

E‘w Foulkes (Lab, Ayrshire South):
What representations hed he recelved
from Scotland regarding proposals & they
affected Scotlamd.
M, Eyre: About 15.

Timothy Sainshuwry [C. Hovel asked
what representations he hed recelved in
respect of the raeibway finances report.

My, Eyre: About 300,

HOUSE OF LORDS — MARCH 2
SERPELL DEBATE

Lord Marsh; (formerly Sir Fichard
Marsh — B.R. Chairman and at ona tima
Minister of Transport] mowed a motion
calling attention 1o the Serpell Report




Ampngst the points he made werne:-

(&) If it took 26% of the Commintes"s
eight maenths to find ouwt that they did not
agrea with what they had been discussing
{he was referring to the Minority Report
of Mr. Goldstein), then the conduct of the
wholes exercize must be in doubt;

{b) the report's figures make no allow-
ance for substantial transitional costs (e.g.
af redundancy] or for any implications
for revenue or for additional investmaent;

(el the report’s neglect of the political
considerations invohlved In withdrawing
some railway services — e cited the
Central Wales Line which runs throwgh
#x marginal constitusnces.

Lord Tanlaw mofetred to Chapter 16 of

the Report which describes “how bus sub-
stitution could replece the cut in rail sery-
ieas™. Croarall e seemed to favour bus sub-
stitution, provided that BR has the respon-
gibility of running the buses, but stressed
the reed for integration of these servioes
into the ralkway network.
#~=dg also drew attention [as did several
« o noble Lords) to the way the Ssrpall
Commities had sppsrently ignored the
social and commercial dimension of rail-
ways. Whan tha Central Transport Consul-
tativs Commities wiote to Sir David Ser-
pell suggesting that the Inguiry's teems of
reference should be extended to include
the interests of passengers, ha replied that
“passengers wers only another relevant
consideration.””

Lord Tandssw further suggested that the
rainienance of the raibway track should
bacome the responsibility of the state,
with BR only providing the train service.

Lavd Pris-Davies drew the Housa's att-
ention 1o the great concern felt in Wales
sbout the way the report’s conclusions
wolld be viewed. A forthcoming Confer-
enca comwaned by Mid-Glamorgan County
Council which would be attended by M.Ps,
Wﬂm ralhwayman, CBl repressnta-

i and consumers 1 Wales
wadld consider the raport’s implications.

Baroness Elliot of Harwood warned
tha Houss that anmy propossl for cutting
off all rallways north of Glasgow and
Edinburgh would leed to much bigger
“Highland risings” than ever took place
in past centuries!

Lowd Ferrier and Lady Saltown stresed
the importance of the “contra-entry factor
Lo, the value of the contribution 1o soe-
ity which the railways make) when con-
sidering the annual grant of E9E0 million
to BR and Lady Saltoun instanced the
vilue of the railways in War time and sug-
gested they shoubd be pald something for
that provishon.

Lorgd Lucas of Chilworth: responding
for the Government sald the Government
would wish to consider Lord Tanlew's
suggestion ol the state sssuming responsi-
bility for track maintonance but would
meed to bear in mind the Commities's
wiew that separating operating and main-
tenance decisions might be harmiful. The
Ministry of Defence would ba consulied

regarding their war-time railway require-
FreBnis.

Regarding bus substitution, he replied
that the Government would want to ook
at these ideas carefully — e
carefully in the light of the Beaching bas
arrangements, which wers not perhaps
sntirely satisfactory™|

In summing up, he re-iterated the Gow-
ernment’s position, as stated by David
Howmll in the Houwe of Commans, that a
full debate kvolving tho re-sxamination
of the objectives of the Railways Board,
the structure of the railways end other
questions would ba held befors any decl-
shons ware tokan.

Threat to take off Manchester sleeping cars’

MARCH 8* Anthony Steen (G, Liverpool
Wavertrsa), introducing the day's motion
for the adjournment, pleaded for sleeping
cars not to be withdrawn on services be-
tween London and Manchester and the
surrounding area. He said that Robert
Parry {Lab. Liverpool, Scotland Exchangal,
who was in Strasbourg, wanted to be aso-
cinted with his remarks,

His purpose (he sid) was to expose 8
cover-up aimed at cutting out the sleeper
serviced linking the capltal with the antire
north-west of Britaln. “But for the activi-
ties of a night mole,” MPs would hawe beésn
kept in the dark, with no idea of what BR
Was up to.

Having confronted the chalrman of BR
with the fact that he knew of his plans to
take off the slespers, it took two monthi
to gat his general to meet an all-
party group of MPs on February 10, Facts
and figures ware promised to justify BR"s
decition, but after &8 month none had been
produced. In a random check in May last
waar, it wat fownd that B8 of the 140
first-class berths and 255 of the 358 wcond
clats barths were occupled on the Manch-
ester-Euston service. So much for BR%
comtention that only MPs used the sleepers,

BAR's arguments were that the sleepsr
coaches wers about 1o expire and that the
traffic did not justify new stock, costing
£260,000 sach. Why should not BR refur-
bish sorme of the old coaches from the
northowmst and redundant cosches on the
Edinburgh end Glasgow routes? The cost
would then be betwesn E£90,000 and
E100,000 a coach and they would look
like e,

As BR mast find a 7.6% returm on its
capital, sach coach must earn bebwesn
£8,000 and £10,000 & year, Was BR maving
it could not expect to eam E10,000 per
coach when the Manchester coach sarmed
mrg than £2,000 in May ! Admitedly tha
throughput in the north-west had declined
over the past thres years, but that was a3
musch a result of the appalling rundown in
the service by BR as of tha recession. The
withdrawal of the service would have been
more raphkd i it had not been for the re-
markable toam of stewards who had donas
their best to keep their side of the service
running.

The service would ba pﬂ::llt.lbl-l i tha
pricing, product snd marketing ware right.
Why, on a brand new poster at Birkenhead
station, had BR sdvertised slesper soervices
which the Howse was told ware coming off
in May. He did not believe subsidies ware
needed, but would they be Inappropriate,
bearing In mind that every eurcpasn nat-
work was subtidised, recognhiing that a
good transport network wWas a preregquisite
for & buoyant sconomy.

Already the north-west was one of the
miost heavily subsidised parts of the coun-
try. BR was planning to spand E2 million
on @ facalift for Lime Street station, plus
£5.4 million under the urban programme
for the same purposs. What was the point,
if train sarvices wers being run down? It
wias not just the night trains: there was
nvwr o fast train every thres hours be-
tween London and Liverpool, compared
with one every hour last year,

What was the point of the Governmant
spending £13 million on an intermational
garden festival in Liverpool in 1984, if the
threa million visitors who were supposed
to come from the Continent wers wunable
to travel overnight to their destination?
Either BR wanted a share of the action, of
It would Increasingly lose out a1 people
took to the road or flew to Speke airport,
where privaie snterpriss was capturing the
market.

Charigs A. Morrls (Lab. Manchester
Oparshaw]: The service may have unfor-
tunate connotations for the Chancallor of
the Exchequer and other Conservative
ministers, who have been known 1o lose
their trousars whan wsing it Mevertheless
it meots a real community nesd. BR says
that the Tam train from Manchester arrives
in London at 9, 30am. That sounds reasan-
able, but one must consider the practical
problems of gatting 1o the statlon in time.

Andrew Bennett (Lab. Stockport No-
rthl: Those who want to appear in sourt
in Manchester have 1o go up the night be
fore of fly up in the morning. More and
s peaple ane dolng that.

Mir. Morris; You are right. It B assumed
that ona lives near the station in Manchas-
ter or that the meeting is being held right
next to the station In London,

‘BR s new sleepers wara the world's finest”

Frd Sitvester (C. Manchester Withing-
ton): If the sleaper servios was taken out
the options open 1o business men woubd
ba limited. In & highly centralised country,
it was an essential part of the quid pro

quo that BR should ensure that services

for the regions were properly maintained.

Abare Soorh | Lab. Barnow-In-Furmess):
The finest sleeper coaches in the workd
ware being introduced on B, snd T was
proposed that the sarvice batwesn Barnow
and London should be withdrosmn, What
postible justificatbon could there be for
the texpayir being required to pay mone




than EBDD million as & public ssrvice abli-
gation to BR to maintain the post-Beech-
g metwark il sarvlces were to ba with-
draem from it?

Barrow had been offersd, &1 &0 alisin-
ative, the opportunity of wavelling to
Preston 1o catch a sieeper to London, The
clear alternative was to offer work to
BREL, which had a supérb capacity to
bwild or refurbish coaches to the highast
standards,

Mr. Srean: | am told by my tame mole
that many of the sleopers are in first-rate
order. They do not nesd EBO000 or
£130,000 spent on them. They might need
50,000 but on &8 7% rewen basis, there
was no reason why they should not be
introduced into the north-west on May 1.

My, Booth: They should not, in any
case, b requined to make a 736 return.

Doy MHopie (Lab. Warrington: It was
important to show the strength of feeling
throughout the region. | T was not unusual
for Warrington nenw town o appear on TV
urging peapls to come to Warrington, but
the means of doing so was to be cut off.
Ha had travelled by deeper from Manche-
star when a radlo station had conducted a
survey of passengers. All said the senvice
saved them hotel accemmedation and that
thay could do a full day’s business in Man-
chester and return te London nesct day.

Bab Cryer (Lab, Keighley): The prod-
lam was being faced by other provincial
cities such a4 Lesds. BR was proposing
the withdrawal of the Kings Cross-Lesds
sarvles, which would sffect the Yorlkshire
and Humbarside regions,

Mr. Hople: It ks an attack on the reg
jons. It i & further blow and doss not
ke financisl sansa,

"‘Could injure prospects of economic recovary”

Mr. Eyre. replying, said he wal swarns
of MP’s desp concern for the quality of
life i our great clties and of concern that
the withdrawal of sloeper services batween
Liverpood and Manchester snd London
could injure the prospects for sconocmic
recovery in the north-west.

Ha woiild driw the attention of BR t©
the points that had besn made. The BR
board was reconsidering the financial case
for retaining thess sleeper services and he
believed it would reach a decision soon. It
would have regard to the vimes that had
just bean exprossed,

Mr. Srean; MPs found the bohaviour of
BR ineccusable. It did not say It was with-
drawing sloopars. He learnt it from the
tame mole,

My, Eyre said he woubd draw this to the
attention of the BR board. Except for the
sarvices 1o Glasgow, Edinburgh and Inver-
reess, all BR sleeper services formed part of
the inter-city sector. It was common
ground that inter-urban travel should op-
oratn without subsidy. This commarcial
remit reeant that the case for investment
in any part of the business, including
slpapers, had 1o be judged sccording to it
financial retwrn, |1 would ba wrong and
serve to undermine managerial nesponsibd-
lity for the Governmant o intervens in
service schoaduling,

BR was in the process of introducing &
generation of sleepeng cari. The pravious
generation was bullt betwesn 1957 and
1964, with 8 working lifo of 20 years. The
new cars would have to offer stsndards of
comfort comparable to BRS latest day
coaches and good hotels. They were based
on the mark 3 day coaches. They incorpor-
ated the latest sound-proofing technigues,
airsprung suspension and smooth braking.
Thary were air conditioned, with a separate
temperature control [neach compartment.
They contained highly sophisticated fire
provention equipment, reflecting safety
lessons lsarned from the investigation of
the Taunton sheepaor fire in 1978, in which
12 people died. It was not surprising that
they were axpensive to build and main-
ain,

One of the most important factor in-
fiuencing the demand for sleepar services
was the quality of day sarvices on the
same route. People would usually prefer
to do the trip in o day, rather than uwie s
Slmapeer,

In 1958, the age of steam, It took four
hours to travel by waln batemen London
and Liverpool, The sarliest time by which
& London business man could be in Liver-
pool, trevelling by day train, was 11.31am
He would then have 5% hours before haw-
ing to catch the last train home, Today
the earllest train srrives at 10,30am and
there are 8% hours before the last tralin
back, There had besn similar Imiprove
ments in doy-time services batween Lone
dgn and Manchester.

It was hardly surprising that thess major
improvements should heve reduced the
dermand for slemper services. Batwean 1968
and 1881 tho number of joumenys by sloe-
par betersen Liverpool snd Euston fell
85%, from 20,000 to 6,900 a year, and
betweern Manchester and Euston from
21,000 to 7,900, Mot of the journeys
were southbound: twice as many people
used sleopers going sowth &5 north,

In contrast, on services betwesn Lon-
don snd Scotlend journey times had im-
proved but not to the point whers, for
micat travellers, & day return Flp was feas-
ible. The demand for sleepers had remain-
s Buoyant. Owver intermediate distances,
to Preston and Barrow, results had also
besn intermediae. Domand had been more
buoyant than on Liverpool servicss but
less than those 1o Scotland. But tha in-
balance batwesn northbound and south-
bound passangers had been mora marked:
about 4- 1 in favour of southbound.

Mear wohicles were alneady oparating on
Anglo-Scottish services. These wero the
maln revenue-sarmers and received prior-
ity. But the board was considaring the case
of the less hesvily-trafficked services. The
decision 10 retain a southbound sleapsr
sarvice from Preston, using the new vehi-
cles, and to introduce a linking day train
service from Barrow, would be walcomsd,

e

note the point about refurbishment,
that will be considered.”’

The future of the Manchester and Liv-
arpood services was still under considars
tion, “1 cannot judge whether the figunes
that have been quoted this evening demon-
strate o financial cose for the service 1o
which they refarred. | am sure the board
will loak carefully at it"”

Mr. Srean asked If he woubd sy some-

Mr. Seesn: '“We hope we shall not have
to call you back here again.”

PREVIEW

For many peopls these slespers were &
life line, he said. Many used tham to travel
ovarnight to London befors starting a con-
tinental haliday. He reprasented the north-
west group of MPs on the subject and had
written 1o the chairman, Sic Peter Parker,
about it | 've had no responss from hie”

Labour and Conservative MPs
united in the debatw on the subject
ghowed the Commons at it best,” ha said,
Mary MPs used the service on 8 Thursday
night, to be in thelr constitusncies next
morming. Mr. Albert Booth, the shadow
Transpart Ministor, used it to Barrow.

Whan asked his opinion about modem
BAR sloeping carms’ riding qualities, Mr.
Morris sabd: “Afmr 12 hours at the Housa,
i"m 1o tired 1o do enything but sleap.”

What about sleepar sarvices to Ply-
mouth and the west country? | asked him.
“The traffic’s expanding™ he said. It ene
joyed the growing support of holiday
makers,

JE.
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