























MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE

Hive you considerad the bonafits of receiving prompt. reliable transpart
information direct from the country which intarests you? Our subser |ption
sarvice to oversess magatines enables you to have that. The following isa
salection from our lat *plesse send a large SAE for full details
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Electric Trachion
Mgas Translr

EMCF s popular waekly 1eileay and family magazino
A, vary high quality bi-monthly with articles and naws.
& monthly magazing about the suocessful Netherlands
Raifways —~ and mudh more!

A quality magazing tor the enlhusedl of German
riibways, yesterday, tocdey and tomorrow,

The quality German magazine covering 4l sspects of
wrban tranapoet,

Adl the news from Haly.

The Australian urban transpart magazine

Lirban Transit news from the LISA,

For datails of all the above and many more welte to:- "

AAPID TRANSIT PUBLICATIONS
37, Wallesley Road, Nford, London 1G1 40X

Gira: 33 884 4000

REGIONAL NOTES

LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

At the Branch A.G M. an 2Bth October. Charles Rowe, who irfran
on the amalgamation of RIS & RDA in 1078, stepped Sown tﬁ mﬁrmﬁ:-l
ment in favour of Or Frank Tomiim O T 0 maeccal man from Chingford, M.E
London, &5 &n all-round ranl and trarmmay enthusiast but has nevartheless bwen Inrg.al
ingirumantsl in devaloping the Society's polioy on proposals for B Channed Turinel J
including & frumbes of dotsiled discussions with cificial of BB In this reEspest |-|.|:|r
knowitdps and sxperise & on g Dat with that of Vice-Presedent D Brthur Danel
vl other aNFibutes gre ralerred to Dedoaw

Dr Tombing wias slso & leading protagomist in the successful battle T
proposal to close down the last section of the Central Line - Humié.:nnr:gmw: Ié.wr
Ministerial consent for this proposal was refused lagt Summer, slbeit with the roten
tian of 8 pesk -hour service only and the closure of the impressive but little used
rtation ot Blake Hail, Since then Epping Forest District Council has come up with an
siaventh howr grant of £20.000 to anable the service 1o continue larpely unaltsred
{Except hrfh-u closure of Blake Halll for at least another vear The Branch will thars
fare pursee its policy of pressing for & better overall through service to London to
malka it mam attractive

Highlighe of the Branch A.G, M. was & gripping lecture gren by Dr Dienlel wha
wlnn:-d eomn of the morg technical problems that have bean hugging introduction
of B.A"s Advanced Passenger Train He compared the axperiments which had besn
carried out by B.R and 5.N.C.F o the very high speed running which can be
achrvad with slactnc trachon and wity the Isttes have mansged to get thew TGV into
revenug garning sarvice ahead of B R whose dhr 10min runs between Euston snd
Glasgow should finally be operating by the time this item poes to press.

Tao some axtent the phenominal success of HST twhich was maant

gep) haa rathar Molen [ thunder 10 has tharefare been mu&ﬁm: m‘".?.'i'.l:"r’u':;
&t no more than 126mph - the same a8 HST - its only advantage baing in faster
acceleration and the tilting mechanism enabling & to run faster round curves, The
rmain profilem, explained Dr. Danisl, was te restriction 1o only one pantograph (over:
head pick-upl due to the dynamics of cable oscillation st very high spesds, o problam
stived by the Franch running a high voltage cable undar the roof betvween the power
s - something not parmitted in the UK because of the constraints of its loading

Ha described B.R's soiution of prowiding both power cars in the centre of the train as
somewhat precipitate’ and suggested that «f meght be better 1o “po-show™ with APT
uritil advanecing technology can sofve sorme of the outstanding techmecal problems. The

reed to naerow the upper part of the coach 1o accommodate the tilting action could
alio wad to unfavcurable comnpansan with the spacicusness of HST and abandanment
of this aspact of its design might in the long run be a batter salution

MNevartheless the transport scane 1n London has besn dominated by the debacle gver
the G.L.C"s cheap fares scheme on L T and maetings held with E."Il._C Transport
Chairman, Dave Wetzel. snce i1 introductian indscate that, whatever the House of
Lowds decide on its legality. some sort of political solution will have to be schieved if
r.hewrﬁ-ung—phmm e costsof L T and B R travel (exacerbated by the
latter’y recent R8s el @ not 1o make a mockery of wtegrated transport. When out




going Chairman, Charles Rows and other Branch reps. mat Mr. Watzel on 15t October,
it became chenr that there wel complate doadlock batween the Lebour-controlled G.L.C
and ita Tory adverary in “another place”™ acrosm the rivar Until this can be resolved
the finer pornis of Adminktrative Law ara really largely irrelevant to B substantiad
numiber al the travellers of the Metropolis (Le. who use B.R. services) who feal they

#ro being discriminatesd agairmt in the Interests of political wesslegy

MORTH HERTS.

o seTigus are developments @ thes area | and relavant o Londond thart we mu st turm
imimadiately to the shack decision of Transpart Minister, Dawid Howell, 10 cancel the
wiectrhication ol the Hitdhin = Huntngdon sechon of the ECML Shorgy after the
news broke the G.M 05 Brench of A0S, issued & Press Statement describing tha
Minister's decision as an “sppalling blunder™ and stressing that the £13m. scheme to
plectrify 27 mibas of track werving B watians wa vital 1o keap tho only skilled toam of
exparts employad until the national slectrification plan gets under way , believing also
that the decision puts the future of locsl services slong the line in damger, In particuwlar
the stutions a1 Bipgloswode, Sandy and 51 Neon. Support of tha 3 loosl MLPs, wihose
constituanciat are sareed by the line, has also bean sought end the Branch Secratary,
Mr Hadley, has already been intervimved on the isue by #t beast ong 1o newspaper.

On & more hopeful note, B.R. has been asked o prepare plars for the new station st
Watton-at-Stone on which our Corporate Mermber (the local Parish Cownsil) has worked
#0 hard. The present shoctfell of £4,000, which still needs 1o b radeed to mest tha coal,
= not condadersd sufficienty teroos 1o prejedice i implementation as it may be
possible to make econamies n the buiiding costs, All concarmad have vowmd in favour
of the station; Herts, C.C. to the tune of E57,000; B.A. £30 000; Esi Herts.D.C,
£5,000 Wetton Parigh Coungil E8 0D and Public subscription E4.000, Furthar cash o
promicad from an unidentified source, taking the fund up to £116,000, R.D.5, contrib-
utlans from membears meds £70 and the Branch ha voved £30 of (s own fwnds. Thanks
ara due to all those who helpsd but any further contributions will be greatfully received
Bee A.O.N N 10, p.071. It s anticipated that construction work will commance
sometime &fter the and of Merch.

By srrangement with B.R thousands of overprinted promotional leafets howe bsan
distributed by locsl mermbers, the most recent baing a drop of 400 accompanying o
article in the Breachwood Times = which serves rural communities betwesn Luton and
Hitohin, — dessgned to give publicity both for e Branch and the facilities offened by
B.A. Following & sucossiful year of the G.M. Ranger ticket B.A, have added cheap
gyening rensrms 1o their rangs of cheap tckets (1o Londaon after 1730 for £1.60- 2,00
from stations north of Hitchin 1| The Branch (s al3o presting for other maore aggressive
promotional ticket schemas throwgh the local prass

WEST MIDLANDS

The Annuai General Meeting ot the Midlands Branch of A.D.S. wat held in Birmsngham
on ! Tih Detober, followed by &n enjovable show of 3 vides filme of the Tyna & Wear
Matro, Shoertly afwowards & lurthar locsl Neaasletter was lisusd in which the most
AnCoutaging news wask that approvel had been given (on 28th October) for the £20m.
re-developrrant of Snow Hill (from which trains |est ran on 4th karch 19721, Wark on
this profect |5 expected wo seaet i Apcll end in selditlon to 4 interdinked towar blocks

+ Fronting Colmaees Row - will cantain a lekurs cantre and housng davelopment.
Mora importantly the re-opening of the railway betwesn Moos Street and Snow Hill is
o e herglded by the comstroction of 2 new stations, 3t & cost of E6m. but work on
thiss i§ not axpacted to bagin untll 1964/85

O cosmcesn 10 tha Branch {and aiso our ssociated Redditch & Alveghorch Fail Lsars’
Agpciation) i the continued refusal of B.R. to sdvertise in ita Mavionsl Timonuble the
26 trains from Mew Street to Redditch and Alvachureh (Bnanoed by 'West 8 idiands
County Council). The matwr is therefore being pursued with the local TULCC. and
with Hereford & Werceator C.C. Improved publicity for the line has heswestr ingréased
patronage by 68% in the 12 months singe Cetober 1280

Efsrwhere in the area 3 Wakall Rail Graup has bean sstablished following a well pulile
csad and atiended public meeting in Movember. I main plans are for new senvices 1o
Cannock and Wodverhampion. B.A. amd 'Wast Midlands C.C. are sariously considering a
new £3m. Inter-City station at Didbury whene a larmar good yard could provide good
car parking facilitles.

In Cetober the 120 year old and very restricted Ladbury Tunnel hed ity % miles of

track and ballast completely renewad. On the Cotswold Line (Oxford = Worcester] the

1982783 Timetable will continue to provede Tor 2 down snd 2 up Inter-City traing from

Paddington and the line has also recently enjoyed more excursion traffic, The lins

featured exiensively in the Auturmn “Modern Radhweys — Insight”, B.R. have told

:M & Woreeser C.C. that the Worcester Parkway scheme is to be shelved indefin
¥.

EAST ANGLIA

Tha latest stage in the Society's campaign for electrification of the man lines in the
Region was the launching of a patition to the Secretary of State for Transport, calling
upon the Government "to appeove v tmant for the long-planned alectrification of
tha rain radbway lines to Harwich, |prwich, Norwich and Cambridgs MO

Branch members have been collacting signatures on Inter-City traing and &t stations
towards the end of the year. The Initisl responte was very positive, with mare than B0%
of those interviewed signing readily. Branch Chairman, Steve Wilkinion, was nteroiewed
on Anglia T.V. on 12th November snd achond rail wers” diemay at the lack of comm:
itment by the Government. Branch Secretary, Trevor Gerrod, re-iteramed this point
durimg 8 15 minute interview on Radio Orwed on 17th November saying that if the
Governmant approved the scherme their commitmant 1o & modernisad railway sytem
wecaild be proved. It was in fact the Secretary of State’s svasive reply 1o 8 Question by
David Ennals, MP, for Norwich Morth, which sparked off the degision to launch the
petition, Mr. Ennals describad the reply a5 “waffla’ val this electrification schems
which hm bean bafors the Minitry for a comiderable time would producs an TE%%
retum on investmant baing one of the highest on B.R' it of priorities. The petition
was due to be presented to Mr. Howell jusy before Christrnes.

In addition to its main line activities the Branch, and its associated rail users’ growss,
lewe comtinued 1o prass the cae for the sscandary servicas. To this end the Esst
Suffoll Travellers’ Aasn. held a well-attandad meating for local councillars at which the
“Branches oo the Brink™ presentation was shown by 8.8, officials. In pressing the

rendd for further invesimant w reduce operating costs ESTA President, Gerard Fiennes,
usgad Parish Cotncil not to opposs the Iabroduction of implifiad lavel crossings on
mings roads a8 continuation of the present uneconomic methods oould be more than
jusst wha “first nell in the coffin far the line

The Branch is 880 actively supparting rail users at Frinton and Walton-on-Maze, where
ecoanmies ard threstened. |n this instancs B.R. propose replacing through trains from
Livarpool Streat with a shutele 1o conmect with Clacton traine at Thorpe-|e-Sokan.
Strength of the apposition to this mowve was measured by @ packed meeting of 300




paople in Walton in Novembar, On the Suiibury Branch 8.1 cost cutting plans sl
thrsaten tha Summer Sunday Morning sorvics (used by day-trippars to the coast this
yaarh. Sudbury - Marks Tey R.ULA are howewer more confident about Introduction
of the proposad rail ‘angling tickets referred 1o in sur Last (sses.

In conclusion the East Anglisn Branch of ADS (formerly RIS) will be 10 years ald on
12th February and 1o commemaorate tha event an axhibition is being held at the Leeds
Building Society Offica, St. Stephens, Morwich, The Branch hat ales published a book
entitled "Tan ¥ears On™ which is awailable at £1.20 {indl. postage) from:

Mr P.R. Liwwrence, 75, Maripit Lane, MNorwich NRS BXN.

YORKSHIRE

West ¥orishine P.T.E, has now started work on the new station at Fitswilliam, near
Poneefract, and plans hive besn brought farwand to re-opon those ot Slaithwits,
Crodaflate and Deighton. Az well a8 a new station ot Hawksworth, in 1884, 1t
proposed to tdy up about 20 athers. Somea, like Halifax and Normanton, after baing
partly demadiahed sre in a deplorable condition. Mesvhile In South Yorkshine the
P.T.E. is propasing to re-site the station at Chapeltown, to makas it more accessible to
the town centre, and is also considering re-opening Swinton Town station a3 a bus/rail
Interchangs.

With the precarious condition of Ribblahsad Visduct B.R. plans to revouts the
Mottingham — Glasgow trains via Sheffield, Manchester and Preston — probably this
year. In the long term this could lead to Leeds being deprived of its direct sarvice to
Glasgow, passangers having to wravel 1o Lencaster and change: & prospect which s
rmeeting with & good desl of cpposition in this major wrban cemtre,

The Yorkshine T U.C.C. arganissd an “Open Forum™ meating in Harrogate on 20t
Oictobar a1 which bath its owh members and reprasentatives of B.R. ware presant
together with the bus companies; ‘West Yorks P.T.E. and Morth ¥orks. County Council
Whilst well-attended much of the discussion dealt with tha problams of rural buses. In
spite of the annual grant from Morth Yarkshing of £200,000 (Hkaly 1o be incrsmed to
E1%million} mamy rural bus services are baing cut back or withdrawn sitogethar lead-
ing ta almast tatal Balation of some villages in the Dales.

The local Branch of R.D.S. has organised & public meeting in Knaresborowgh on Gth
Februsry to lsunch & Raeil Users® Group for the York — Harogsbe ling, ons which
fawtures in the Esttern Region's '‘Branches on the Brink™ campaign. As BUR, has
indicatad that there is no maney evallable for renewsl of track and rolfing stock thers
i5 considerable anxiety in Knaresborcugh about it futlire,

SEVERNSIDE

Tha main cause for concern in this ares is the future of the West Somerset Asilway
wivich, dus ‘to mounting losses, has been forced to axe most of its Winter Sarvices and
concentrate on beinging the systém up to scrasch for this year's Summer Seasen. Ona
of the main reagons for its plight is undoubiedly the “missing [k ™ betwesn Taunton
and Bishops Lydeard, caused solely by the determination of one or two local trade
unicrists that, come what may, the railway will not ba able 1o feopardise their members’
jods, 1% 8 2 seeidant of history that the suossssors of former GWH bus delvees pre
membars of tha NUR and it is sction swch as this which brings the Trade Union Move
ment ino disrepute. RS has pladged its support to Minehead Chamber of Trade,
wihich js presaing the NUR 1w end its’ oppotition to the rall link, and (s Chalrmen
stated at the end of the last seaeon It is generally agreed that sn offickent franaport
BriEry inte the ama & needed, and the best possible one B the railvway

T3

Somerset County Council have baded out W.S.R. in the past, with a rent-free period of
th land it leases 1o them but with the présent cut-back in Cantral Government Ripport
i+ unlikely 1o be able to do 5o in the futues. B.R. is keen to establish 3 connection with
its forrmer Branch Ling at it could qenerate £260,000 worth of axtra traffic. IPity it

dlid mot think of this when it dosad it down) ED. but with lossss mounting to £30,000
in 1880: the effegts of the recession snd ndifferant weather, will this, the longest
privately-owned Branch Line in the country which has now been operating for 6 years,
tecome a victim of the times in which we liva. If it doss the NUR must bear s’ shere
of the blame. R.D.5. & still, hawever, nagatiating with NUR HO to sea i soms salution
1o the problem eannot be found

On & brighter note aur local Branch Secretary, Eric Barbary, has snt us evidencs that
Glouscastarshire County Council & studying the pomibility of m-opening saveral stations
in the amea of the Severn Vale, boundad roughly by Tewkesbury, in the North, and
Chalford, In the South. Ashchurch ssems to be the prime candidete, on the main

Brigtal — Birminghem man lire near Tewkobury, where there are rapldly axpanding
imclustrizl and housing dewlopments. B.A, it also canvassing support for 8 new Park-
way Station at Churchdown, between Gloucester and Cheltenham. In the above article
which appeared in the “Gloucsster Journal™ on 17th October, the Soclety's proposals
for ral| davelopment in the ares lio mosived good pulblicing.

LANCASHIRE & CUMBRIA

In September It year OPTA raceived fram B.R. dstails of the 188273 Timetable for
s line (Drmakirk = Pregton]. Thete proposed a reduction of the Wonday — Friday
=mrvicas from 12 trains o 10, same of these 1o be eliminated being wery well-used.
Average pasengar loadings on the B30 Ormskick — Praston are 130 and on the 16,39
et run & high @ 170, More worrying (8 the proposal to sliminate the crodsing loop
at Rufford which would make the line nothing maors than ane lang siding. OPTA {the
locs! Users” Groupl has therefors besn alerting the public 1o this threst and 1o the
meed fior rapresen tations to B.R,, the County Council, the T.U.C.C. ete., This has
prompted the T.U.C.C. to set up 8 working party with B.R. to re-consider the matier
and in Octobar the Divisional Manager advised OPTA that soms smendments may be
made. He aiso confirmed that it was proposed 10 run an excursion froem Crrakick to
the Cumbrian Coat on 31st May. This campaign has provided good pubiicity for the
Group whoss mambarthip has now reached 1

B.R, plans for the Sattle — Carlisle line ase now bacoming clearar (a5 we have seen
abave] with a proposal to introdwce 3 additional tains from Leeds (0 Lancaster Lesds
— Berle — Carlisbe will therefors benefis with only two trans each way |Mondey -
Saturday) aibeit loco hauted, More freight traffic is alse to be diverted to other rautes,
The newdy -formed Action Group {See last RLDUN, p. 100 intends to fight this run down
of the line and & wiging pecple to write to thair M.Ps, County Councillors; BLR. and
the T.U.C.C. Approaches sre dao being made 1o the E.E.C. 1o 1ee if a grant from that
quartsr cannot be obtained for the repair of Ribblehead Viaduot.

On a more hopeful nots Cumbria County Gouncil has spent CE.000, with the teevices
of B unesployed wider 5 ¥ .0 Project, 1o re-open Wetharsll Station on the Mewcastla
— Cprlisle Lind. 4% miles east of Carlisle it ssw its first passengers on Sth October and
is sarved by 8l ¥EOPDIng trains throughout the week In the Draft P.T.? for Cumbria
{1882/3] firm proposals are included for making Windermers & “Gatewsy ™ station for
the Lake District with bug links improved and integrated with the rail service.




MERSEYSIDE & GREATER MANCHESTER

Marsayside public traniport fares wern cufl by an sverags of 100 from dih Oetober
1881, financed by the Supplementary Rate which has caused woh & furors in London.
Whether the Hol. decision on the latter will be binding on Authorities wha hawe sctad
in B simiar manner slaewhers rémaing to be seen. Work hes susrted on the slesifics:
tian fromm Garston to Hunts Cross and approvid hias been given in principhe by Mersy-
side C.C. to a similar extengion from Rock Farry 1o Hooton {81 the County boundary
on the Chester lins.) Work on the latter 5 expected to start in 198304 and due for
carmplatian in 1088 The service will be covered by e transier of 43 units of Clas
B10w fram the Southern Ragion which will alto cover tha complete renewal of existing
Wirral Line 503s.

The Wrexcham — Bidston Rail Usrs” Assocation ran a specia excursion 1o Wolverham:
pton and Birmingham on Sawirdey Z8ih November coverad by & 3-car eros-counry
wt with buffet, from which it served it own refreshmente. Om 2708 October 8 furthar
Uaprs” Growp was formed for the twao lines into Southport.

In Geaater Manchesier B.R. plans to build & new Y% mile fink from Windsor Bridge to
Ordsall Lama, in Salford, by 1988 if Parliamentary Powers can be obtalned. It would
affer g new Inter-Clty link scros the metropold Tod tralns from the Prestan and
Stockport directions and local services could also be daveloped with a new station to
serve the University Carmpus.

WALES

The "“Heart of Walss Line Promation Group” was duby formed at the meating hald In

Liandrndod Wells on Tth Noverber to sateguard the future of the Cantral Wales Line
Shrewsbury = Swarsas| and the BJD.5. lislson officer is Mr. AN . Watson, 200 Park:

dale, Tettenhall Road, Walverhampton W1 4TE.

LINCOLNSHIRE

The Transport Users' Consultative Commines’s decision that hamdship would lbe in-
currad i the March = Spaiding line wera 1o be closad has given encoursgment to
Teota mambary of ADS who have been actively fighting for s retontion. Howsvar, at
tha time of writing, the Secretary of State’s decision is 5till swaited. The apparent
willingness of Lincglnshire C.C. 1o w1 side money for o halt at Donington on the
Slaaford — SﬂiIrJ'rI'rl;l section of the “Joint Ling™ {March — Doncaster) slio gives ceuss
for optimiem. Further up the Hne Finningley station was tamporarily re-opened and a
shuntle service from Doncasier opersted for a recent local Air Shaw. |1 has also besn
revesied that nuclear warta walfee from Simwell Power Station fin Suifolk) wevels s
*hn March = Spalding lina; o if it iz clossd this traffic would hawe to be diverted via
Fetarborough. The casa for maintaining the Joint Line as a freight rowte; it potential
& 8 eCOnCary pasenger artery and its usefulness a5 & diversionéry route (even though
operating sconamies could be madel are very apparent, and thould encoursgs the
nrwiy-formed Fenland Rail Action Greup in It campaign for the retantion and davel:
opment of the section “'On the Brink™

HALF FARE HARMONISATION - From 28th Hovember ravel on B.R, at child fare
is reowey Svisdlabile up to 18 years of age, Under 5% travel FREE. This naw arrangement
brings B.R. rmore into line with other Europaan Asllways.

EAST MIDLANDS

According to media reports some HST services are [o be inaugurated in Dctober be-
pwean Mottinghem - Leicestsr — St Pancras, Good T.W. coverage has been given o s
local ples for a new station at Wigston, south of Leicester. In November the East
Midiands Branch of the Chartersd Institute of Transport urged the need for electrifi-
cation of the Midand (ine vis Leicester.

Mearwhibe, 1o the South, congratulations are due to our Corporate Member, Bedford -
Blwtchiey Raill Users” Awn. for perwwading B.R. to issus bargain fares from all

on the branch [to both Euston and Birmingham | during the Christmas Shopping period.
Over 2,000 leaflets were printed and datributed by the Association, publicising the
offer, which =t an important precedent in encouraging cheap-rate long-distance

travel from [ts many un-stafied halts,

The Association continues to work for the eventual extensions of the traing fram
Bletchley into Bedford (Midiland Foad) providing sey connections with the Midland
Main Line. After studying various options members have come to the conclusion that
nxiting business would be retained, and rew butinest gained, if traine wene to reverse
in the former Cambridge platfomn at Bedford (St Johns) en rowte to the town's maia
station. B-BRAUA will be holding I3 A.G.M. on Thursdey 25th February and snyone
who would Iike 1o know more shout its sctivities should contact Chadrmas, Fichaerd
Crane, 23, Hatfield Crescent, Bedford.

WESSEX

Iri Moy this year BUR. is to introduscs & new Inter-City, croms-country link between
Birmingham and Postimouth running via Leamington, Reading and Guildford. Last
Summer a holiday special service running (Men — Thur.) between Swindon and
Weymouth proved 1o be a real success for B.A. The traim started &5 a 3-car DML but
damand was o great that it developed into a 12 coach hauled train carrying up to
500 people a day. Development of the private rail service between Warsham and
Swanags, vy the Swenage Rallway Socety, i3 threatened by use of part of the |ing for
a By-Pmis st Corfe Catle.

SCOTLAND

The Secrewary of State for Tramport has spproved the withdrawal of servicas an the
Glagow — Kilmalcolm line, despite tha owraheiming evidence of Hardship presented
to the T ULC.C, but not wreil 17183, It s hopsd in the meantimae that Strathclyde may
think again sbourt the withdrawal of it subsidy to the line, (Whose playing Brinkman-
ship Politics now — David Howell 7 7 7 JED.
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HEAVIEA LORRIES - NOT SO CERTAIN'

When Transport Minister. David Howell appeared on televis:on on the evenang of 151

December. after confirming an aimost Lotsl cave-oh 1o the demands of the rosd haulage
mdutry = the Government’s White Papsr  Lorres, People and the Ernranment™ he
gave the impression of an obadwant Irttle whoolboy who had it been tent out on 1o

the platform by he owil oart . B .o . cepeed wpaech AR arguments which

cearly sndicated thar the Governmens« decassor wiat Sontrary to all the evidencs wern
peremtorily brushed side bul he give The game sway when sdmitting innocently that
he personally didn't meally ke heawy 1orres

The White Paper 18 merely a ragbag re-nash of the Armitage Report with nalf a dogen
or 50 new By-passes thrown o to sppeass the environmentalists In fact the arguments
o 30 similar 10 those trotied out thas beme Last year that we will not insult members
intolligence by realing them out sgain. except 1o say that the basic proposals are that
tha weight of the heaviest combingtions thould b increased from 328 tonnes 1o 40
Tonnes in order 1o save the rosd traniport industry £160m pa and allegedly reduca
the setusl number of heavy formes on the road by approximataly 12% A statemant
which was greeted with samewhat ribald comments from some parts of the Houwse

It was, in fact. the reaction from M.Ps «of ait parbes) that came as the biggest shook 1o
the Minister and the Gavernment when the propesal was greetad with almosr total
condemnation & a sell-out 10 the oad lobby So much so that there was a major revalt
7 Tary back Senck MBS 5 he e C W Tonumuig debein o B Deceadber sweth
that Transport Under-Socretary Kennath Clarks, assuned members that thers was stili
trrw to think again as the Government had done Ao more than circulate draft reguln
nors and that irterested parties would Rave Two months i which o submit commants

Tha likely effacts of heavier lorrees are graphically described = our lesding articss but
ADS will not rest at this and has produced a new leaflet entitled “Stop this Highway
Robbery Mow!" smphasising the true costs of road transport to the nation & concer
tedd campaign 15 being launched through Branch and Area Representatives but if you
would like a small spply flor selective use (like the Electrification Laaflet it was quite
sxpeniive bo producs ) plesss send & suitabile siged S.A.E o ADS. Sales

iMr & F Johnaon) 38, Gronge Park  London W5

STOP PRESS

Minister announces sarly decision on East Anglian slectrification

Transport Under-Secretary, Kenneth Clarke announced in the House af Cammans on

10th December that the Minister of Transport would be making an sarly announcement

about the Electrification of Lines «» Eas Anglu which are on B A" Prigrity List
WATCH OUT it might be made by the ime you read this!

In the meantime the Socieny » Bast I-.rEmn Branch has presanted ts petitan lwith
soeme 1,500 sgnatures on itl 10 David Ennals M P for passng on to Transpori
Secretary. David Howell Mr Ennals has #iso tabled 3 Ougstion to the Minster on the
subject fod 18th January  the day Parlament rasumes aftés the Christmas Bacsss



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING — Encloded with this Supplemant (s the Notlce and
Aganda for the meeting to be hald on 29th Ageil in READING,

Bring It along with you and pay particular attention to the footnates, Directions on
b B0 get to the meeting place are includscd,

AMMUNITION against the Rosd Lobby — Press Cuttings Digest.

Tha Sacety's Roacd & Rail Sub-Commities will shortly be completing its Digest of
Press Cuttings relavant to its terms of reference [See Mambers” Handbook],

If yow would Fke somo useful amenunition to countar the argumants of the Road
Lobbey pleese send & stempad addresed foolscap ervelope 1o the Sales Dept.
[Mr. A,F Johngont 38, Grange Park, Londan WS merlced *"Road & Rall Digest.™

BACK NUMBERS OF R.D.N. — are avallable from the Editor et 108, Berwick Rosd,
Londan E 18 305 — going back 1o Februsry 1980 — and may be of particular [nterest
bty b who hawe joined falrdy recently. Did you know 'whet 7,05, wald aboawt
Faaviar borriak in that manth — or about the wll-of of 8.1 assets in October of that
ST

Fiease send a stamped sddrestad foolscap envelope for single back isues; for bulk
supplizs, 10p, par copy would be appreci sted, sy surphus going into the Editorial
Board's Budget.

FUBSCRIPTIONS — With this issun will be onclosed to thoae mermbem whio heve recent.
fy rengwed their subscriptionss new MEMBERSHIP CARD (iook insids the snvelope! !
Adzo as the bulk of Subscriptions fall for renewal at this tame IF Y0 ARE OME OF
THEM A RENEWAL FORM 15 ENCLOSED. M.B. Don™t forget that if you wsed to pay
by STANDING ORDER these are now OBSOLETE as the Sealety has recently ehanged
its Bankars, 50 pleas dend your wbacription with the Farm @ indicated theseon, &
DONATION over and above your subscription will also be gratefully recsived.

ADVERTISMENTS — The Editor will consider fior publication Advertismants from
w.ndnthlﬂ.. For quotation of rates plesse contact Advertising Manager

MEMBERS' HANDBOOK — Supplement — National Committes
Flease note that Me, WA H. Apsey's address ks now 89, Torbay Road, London NW.E,
Ezst Midlands Ares Rep. Simon Hartropp's Telephars number is now: DERBY 47651

Please note that Mike Savage's tolephons numbser b now:-
CLEETHORPES §OBU3E
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