
RAILWAY INVIGORATION SOCIETY
Hon. Chairm an

M. P. L. Caton, Ph  D ., 10 Groovenor Gardens, O wnsier, Essex.
(Teleehone : UnoNSTER 3991)

Vice-Presidents 

John Betjeman, Esq., C.B.E. Lord K inross

pRQfEssoR C. L. Mow at. M .A ., Ph D . ' Torquil N icholson, Esq., BJSc., A .M .I.E.E.

PROGRESS REPORT NUMBER 7 0 . FEBRUARY 1 9 6 7 .

1967 -  YEAR OF ACTION?

J >C D u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r  th e r e  h a ve  heen  s ig n s  o f  w e lcom e  
changes i n  o f f i c i a l  t r a n s p o r t  p o l i c y .  The W h ite  P a p e r  
p u b lis h e d  l a s t  J u ly  showed t h a t  i t  i s  th e  i n t e n t i o n  to  
e s t a b l is h  an i n t e g r a t e d  t r a n s p o r t  s y s te m  i n  w h ic h  th e  
r a i lw a y s  w o u ld  p la y  a  l a r g e r  r o l e  th a n  e n v is a g e d  u n d e r  
th e  1962 T ra n s p o r t  A c t  and th e  r e c e n t  a p p o in tm e n t o f  
r e g io n a l  c o m m itte e s  t o  p ro m o te  t r a n s p o r t  c o - o r d in a t io n  
i s  a f u r t h e r  s te p  i n  th e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  H o w e ve r, c lo s u r e s  
and ru m o u rs  o f  m ore c lo s u r e s  -  some v e r y  s e r io u s  -  a re  
s t i l l  w i t h  u s ,  d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  has  n o t  been  shown  
t h a t  th e s e  w o u ld  p ro d u c e  a n y  r e a l  o v e r a l l  s a v in g  t o  th e  
ta x p a y e r .  In d e e d ,  as f a r  as th e  r a i lw a y s  a re  c o n c e rn e d ,  
one may so m e tim e s  be f o r g iv e n  f o r  w o n d e r in g  i f  M a rp le s  and  
B e e c h in g  a re  s t i l l  i n  command. ^

P la n n in g ,  u n d e r s ta n d a b ly ,  ta k e s  t im e  b u t  i s  o f  no  
use  u a rle ss  f o l lo w e d  b y  a c t io n  -  w i l l  t h i s  come a b o u t i n  
1 9 6 7 V * A  new T r a n s p o r t  A c t  i s  e x p e c te d  s h o r t l y .  We u rg e  
th e  G overnm ent t o  ta k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  end th e  t r a g i c  
co nse qu en ces  o f  th e  1962 A c t ,  w i t h  i t s  i n e v i t a b l e  d e s t r u c t io n  
o f  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  o u r  r a i lw a y  s y s te m  and a t  th e  same 
t im e  to  g iv e  th e  M in i s t e r  th e  n e c e s s a ry  p o w e rs  to  re o p e n ,  
w here  n e c e s s a ry ,  l i n e s  a lr e a d y  c lo s e d ,  x

MINISTRY POST-CLOSURE SURVEY.

In  May 1 9 6 5 , L o rd  L in d g r e n ,  P a r l ia m e n ta r y  S e c r e ta r y  
to  th e  M in i s t r y  o f  T r a n s p o r t ,  announced  i n  th e  House o f  
L o rd s  t h a t  th e  M in i s t r y  was to  u n d e r ta k e  sa m p le  s u rv e y s  to  
t e s t  th e  e f f e c t  on t r a v e l l e r s  o f  r a i l  c lo s u r e s .  The 
a n a ly s is  o f  th e s e  w e re  n o t  e x p e c te d  to  be a v a i l a b le  u n t i l  
e a r ly  i n  1966 b u t ,  when by l a s t  O c to b e r ,  n o th in g  had  a p p e a re d  
on th e  s u b je c t ,  th e  S o c ie ty  to o k  up  th e  m a t t e r  w i t h  th e  
M in is t e r .  We w e re  in fo rm e d  t h a t  no d e c is io n  had  been  ta k e n  
on p u b l i c a t io n  b u t  i t  was a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  an a nn ou nce m e n t 
w o u ld  be made l a t e r  i n  th e  y e a r .  H o w e v e r, n o th in g  has  y e t  
a pp e a re d  as f a r  as we a re  aw a re  and we h ave  w r i t t e n  a g a in  to  
th e  M in i s t e r  u r g in g  e a r ly  p u b l i c a t i o n .  T h is  i s  a m a t t e r  
c a l l i n g  f o r  u r g e n t  a t t e n t i o n ,  as th e  c o n s id e r a b le  h a r d s h ip  
shown by o u r  own p o s t - c lo s u r e  s u rv e y s  h a s  so c l e a r l y  r e v e a le d .
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WITHDRAWAL OP REPLACEMENT BUS SERVICES.

On many o c c a s io n s  t h i s  S o c ie ty  has  r e c e iv e d  c o m p la in ts  
o f  th e  c u r t a i lm e n t  o f  r e p la c e m e n t bus s e r v ic e s  w h ic h  had  
been p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t io n  a f t e r  r a i l  c lo s u r e s .  Such w i th d r a w a ls  
m ust be a p p ro v e d  by th e  M in i s t e r  o f  T ra n s p o r t  b u t  t h i s  has  
n o r m a l ly  been done w i t h o u t  r e fe r e n c e  to  th e  T ra n s p o r t  U se rs  
C o n s u l t a t iv e  C o m m itte e , w h ic h  o r i g i n a l l y  recom m ended t h e i r  
i n t r o d u c t i o n .  The r e c e n t l y  p u b l is h e d  1966 A n n u a l R e p o r t  
o f  th e  C e n t r a l  T ra n s p o r t  C o n s u l t a t iv e  C o m m itte e  s ta te s  
t h a t  A re a  T .U .C .C s  w i l l  now be a d v is e d ,  th ro u g h  th e  C .T .C .C . ,  
o f  su ch  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  th e  c o n s e n t to  c lo s u r e .

May we recom m end, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  d e t a i l s  o f  h a r d s h ip  
a r i s i n g  fro m  su ch  c u r t a i lm e n t s  s h o u ld  be b ro u g h t  to  th e  
n o t ic e  o f  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  T .U .C .C . as w e l l  as th e  M in i s t e r .  
In d e e d , we s t r o n g ly  recomm end t h a t  s i m i l a r  a c t io n  s h o u ld  be 
ta k e n  w i t h  re g a rd  to  a l l  h a r d s h ip  a r i s i n g  fro m  c lo s u r e s .

RUNNING DOWR OF SERVICES.

'^ ^ 'W h e th e r  d e l ib e r a t e  o r  o th e r w is e ,  th e  r u n n in g  down o f  
r a i l  s e r v ic e s  i n v o l v in g  r e d u c t io n  i n  f r e q u e n c y  has so o f t e n  
been  a p re lu d e  to  c o m p le te  c lo s u r e .  B r i t i s h  R a i l  has  
r e c e iv e d  c r i t i c i s m  f o r  su ch  r u n n in g  down i n  th e  1966 A n n u a l 
R e p o r t  to  th e  M in i s t e r  o f  th e  T .U .C .C . f o r  W a les i n  
c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  r e c e n t  c u r t a i lm e n t s  i n  W e lsh  r a i l  s e r v ic e s .

I t  i s  h e a r te n in g  to  f i n d  such  a c t io n  b e in g  ta k e n ,  
e s p e c ia l l y  as t h i s  p ro b le m  i s  b e co m in g  i n c r e a s in g ly  s e r io u s .  
May we re m in d  o u r  re a d e rs  t h a t  T .U .C .C .s  a re  empowered  
to  c o n s id e r  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  on su ch  q u a l i t y  o f  s e r v ic e  
m a t t e r s ,  w h ic h  s h o u ld  be b ro u g h t  to  t h e i r  n o t i c e .  H ow ever, 
su ch  m a t te r s  s h o u ld  f i r s t  be ta k e n  up  w i t h  th e  r a i lw a y s  and  
th e n  th e  T .U .C .C . in fo rm e d  o n ly  i f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  n o t  so 
o b ta in e d .  ^

TRANSPORT POLICY IN  BR ITA IN

The S o c ie t y 's  Memorandum 'T r a n s p o r t  P o l ic y  i n  B r i t a i n '  
c o n t a in in g  o u r  d e t a i le d  com m ents on th e  1966 T ra n s p o r t  
W h ite  P a p e r has  now been  p u b lis h e d  and c o p ie s  s e n t  to  a l l  
M .Ps and to  a la r g e  num ber o f  o th e r  in t e r e s t e d  i n d i v id u a l s  
and o r g a n is a t io n s .  C o p ie s  a re  a v a i la b le  on r e q u e s t  fro m  
th e  G e n e ra l S e c r e ta r y ,  6 6 , E w h u rs t R oad, L o n d o n , S . E . 4 . ,  on 
r e c e ip t  o f  a s tam ped  a d d re s s e d  fo o ls c a p  e n v e lo p e . x

RAILWAY FARES.

The S o c ie t y 's  N a t io n a l  C o m m itte e  r e c e n t l y  h e ld  a s p e c ia l  
m e e tin g  to  d is c u s s  th e  g e n e r a l  q u e s t io n  o f  r a i lw a y  f a r e s .
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A w o rk in g  docum ent has  been  p re p a re d  and we hope  soon  to  
p re p a re  a memorandum on t h i s  im p o r ta n t  s u b je c t .  We th a n k  
th o s e  members who s e n t  i n  t h e i r  id e a s  and v ie w s . ^

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

May we re m in d  th o s e  members who have  n o t  y e t  renew ed  
t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t io n s  to  th e  S o c ie ty  f o r  1967 t h a t  th e  M em bersh ip  
S e c r e ta ry  (5 9 , D ore  R oad, D o re , S h e f f i e ld )  w i l l  be g la d  to  
r e c e iv e  t h e i r  r e m it ta n c e  as soon as p o s s ib le .  We s in c e r e ly  
hope t h a t  a l l  o u r  members w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  g iv e  u s  t h e i r  
m ost v a lu e d  s u p p o r t .

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

D e t a i l s  o f  th e  1967 A n n u a l G e n e ra l M e e tin g  o f  th e  
S o c ie ty ,  to  be h e ld  a t  C a x to n  H a l l ,  W e s tm in s te r ,  L on do n , 
on S a tu rd a y  A p r i l  22nd a t  2 .4 5  p .m . a re  e n c lo s e d  to  members 
w i t h  t h i s  r e p o r t .  May we a p p e a l to  members to  g iv e  us t h e i r  
s u p p o r t  on t h i s  im p o r ta n t  o c c a s io n .

OBITUARY.

M r. L . J .  R o l l .

We a re  v e r y  s o r r y  t o  r e p o r t  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. L . J .  R o l l ,  
o u r  E a s t M id la n d s  and N o r f o lk  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e .  A l o y a l  
s u p p o r te r  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  f o r  v e r y  many y e a r s ,  M r. R o l l  
w o rke d  d e v o te d ly  f o r  th e  r e t e n t io n  and im p ro v e m e n t o f  
r a i lw a y s  i n  h is  a re a .  He p la y e d  a le a d in g  p a r t  i n  th e  
o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  M id la n d  and G re a t N o r th e rn  l i n e  c lo s u re  
and i n  1959 was spokesm an f o r  a d e p u ta t io n  fro m  N o r th  
N o r fo lk  to  th e  P a r l ia m e n ta r y  S e c r e ta r y ,  M in i s t r y  o f  T ra n s p o r t ,  
to  c o m p la in  a b o u t th e  m anner i n  w h ic h  th e  h e a r in g  o f  th e  
case f o r  t h a t  c lo s u r e  was c o n d u c te d . M ore r e c e n t l y  he has  
done much w o rk  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  th e  L e ic e s te r - P e te r b o r o u g h  
and a s s o c ia te d  l i n e s .

M r. E .P . T r u s w e l l .

We a ls o  much r e g r e t  to  r e p o r t  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. E .P . 
T r u s w e l l ,  o u r  fo rm e r  B irm in g h a m  a re a  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  who 
has been an u n t i r i n g  s u p p o r te r  o f  o u r  w o rk  i n  th e  W est 
M id la n d s .  He u n d e r to o k  much v a lu a b le  w o rk  i n  c o n n e c t io n  
w i t h  th e  p ro p o s a l t o  c lo s e  th e  B irm in g h a m  -  R e d d itc h  l i n e ,  
w h ic h  was u l t im a t e l y  r e p r ie v e d ,  and m ore r e c e n t l y  has 
p la y e d  an im p o r ta n t  p a r t  i n  th e  cam pa ign  a g a in s t  th e  c lo s u re  
o f  B irm in gh am  Snow H i l l  S t a t io n .
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REPORTS FKOi. BRANCHES a n d  a r e a  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s .

( E d ite d  by M r. L .G . H ip -p e rs o n , 2 1 , U l l e t  R ead, S e f to n  
P a rk ,  L iv e r p o o l  1 7 . T e le p h o n e  S e f to n  P a rk  3 4 4 6 ) .

R e a d e rs  who w is h  f o r  m ore in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t p a r t i c u l a r  
i te m s  s h o u ld  w r i t e  to  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s .

E a s t S u f f o lk / E a s t  N o r f o lk  B ra n c h .

B ra n ch  S e c r e ta r y :  i i r .  B .R .A . C o o p e r, 1 , S t .  P a u l 's  C lo s e ,
A ld e b u rg h ,  S u f f o l k .

The c o n d u c to r  g u a rd  s y s te m , w h ic h  i s  now o p e r a t in g  on 
th e  L o w e s to f t -Y a rm o u th  and Ip s w 'ic h - F e l ix s to w e  l i n e s ,  w i l l  
n o t  be i n  f o r c e  on th e  E a s t S u f f o l k  l i n e  u n t i l  6 th  M a rc h , 
b u t  th e  new re d u c e d  fa r e s  a re  now c u r r e n t .  From 6 th  M a rc h , 
c o n d u c to r -g u a rd s  w i l l  be in t r o d u c e d  on th e  N o rw ic h -Y a rm o u th  
and N o r w ic h - L o w e s to f t  l i n e s .

As an a d d i t io n  t o  th e  s p e c ia l  'b u s  s e r v ic e  A ld e b u rg h -  
Saxmundham w h ic h  has  been r u n n in g  s in c e  th e  c lo s u r e  o f  th e  
b ra n c h  l i n e ,  th e  S o c ie ty  has a r ra n g e d  t h a t  th e  'b u s  to  
c o n n e c t w i t h  th e  th ro u g h  London  t r a i n  ru n s  d i r e c t  to  
Saxmundham s t a t i o n  a p p ro a c h .

T h re e  C o u n t ie s  B ra n c h  ( G lo u c e s t e r s h i r e ,  H e r e f o r d s h i r e ,
W o r c e s te r s h i r e ) .

B ra n c h  S e c r e ta r y :  M r. N .G . G obey, 4 30 , H ig h  S t r e e t ,
C h e lte n h a m , G lo s .

M o re to n - in -M a rs h  P a r is h  C o u n c i l  a re  v e r y  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t 
th e  p ro p o s a l by W e s te rn  R e g io n  t o  r e p la c e  th e  8 .1 4  a .m . M o re to n -  
P a d d in g to n  t r a i n  b y  one le a v in g  a t  7 .4 3  a .m . ,  due to  come 
i n t o  o p e r a t io n  i n  M a rc h . I t  i s  c o n s id e re d  t h a t  t h i s  t r a i n  
w o u ld  be v e r y  in c o n v e n ie n t  t o  p e o p le  fiom v i l l a g e s  i n  th e  
a re a  who h ave  fo u n d  th e  8 .1 4  v e r y  s u i t a b le  f o r  t r a v e l  to  
L o n d o n . A l e t t e r  o f  p r o t e s t  has  been  s e n t  to  B r i t i s h  R a i l  
by th e  C o u n c i l .

v̂ * ’ The r e b u i l d i n g  o f  C h e lte n h a m  Lansdow n s t a t i o n  (a n n o u n ce d  
i n  o u r  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t  N o .6 7 , page 2 ) has  been "a x e d "  u n d e r  
a new econom y d r i v e .  ><

We c o n g r a tu la te  M r. W.H. P a r k e r ,  C ha irm an  o f  th e  B ra n c h , 
who was aw arded  th e  M .B .E . i n  th e  B i r t h d a y  H o n o u rs , 1 9 6 6 .
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S o u th -E a s te rn  E n g la n d .
A re a  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e :  M r. C .A . R y la n d s , 3 , P r io r y  C o u r t ,

. M o u n t f ie ld  R oad, Lew es, S u s s e x .
y fX  P a s s e n g e r s e r v ic e s  on th e  E a s t G r in s te a d - T u n b r id g e  

W e lls  and E a s t G r in s te a d - T h r e e  B r id g e s  l i n e s  w ere  w ith d ra w n  
fro m  2nd J a n u a ry .  On th e  New Romney b ra n c h , h o w e v e r , w h ic h  
was due to  lo s e  i t s  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n s  a t  th e  same t im e ,  a 
r e p le v e  has  been g ra n te d  f o r  a fe w  m o n th s , o w in g  to  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h ic h  have  a r is e n  i n  th e  g r a n t in g  o f  l ic e n c e s  
f o r  re p la c e m e n t 'b u s e s .

STOP PRESS:  New c l o s u r e  d a t e  i s  6 t t i  m a r c h .
I s l e  o f  W ig h t .

A re a  R e p re s e n ta t iv e :  M r. R .E . B u r ro u g h s , 3 , S p r in g  H i l l ,
V e n tn o r ,  I .O .W .

" X  A V e n tn o r  c o u n c i l l o r  has  c o n d u c te d  a s u rv e y  i n t o  th e  
e f f e c t  o f  th e  S h a n k l in - V e n tn o r  r a i l  c lo s u r e  on b u s in e s s e s  
i n  V e n tn o r  and s ta te s  t h a t  th e r e  i s  an a v e ra g e  d ro p  i n  t r a d e  
o f  2 5$ . The lo s s  o f  t r a d e  to  H o t e l ie r s  v a r ie d  fro m  £400  
to  £ 7 0 0 . A t h is  own e s ta b l is h m e n t  h is  season  had n o t  s t a r t e d  
u n t i l  th e  t h i r d  week i n  J u n e , a n d , f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  s in c e  
he had been i n  th e  to w n , he had  no v i s i t o r s  i n  S e p te m b e r.
A t th e  peak h o l id a y  p e r io d  he had o n ly  tw o  " c a s u a l"  v i s i t o r s .  X

/x  The I.O .W . C o u n ty  C o u n c i l ,  w h ic h  i s  n e g o t ia t in g  w i t h  
B r i t i s h  R a i l  f o r  th e  p u rc h a s e  o f  th e  S h a n k l in - V e n tn o r  and 
Ryde-Cowes l i n e s ,  has asked  them  to  q u o te  "a  s e n s ib le  p r i c e " .
The f i g u r e  o r i g i n a l l y  a sked  f o r  th e  S h a n k l in - V e n tn o r  l i n e  
i s  s a id  to  be a s t r o n o m ic a l ly  h ig h .  I f  th e  C o u n ty  C o u n c i l  
su ccee ds  i n  p u rc h a s in g  th e s e  l i n e s ,  i t  i s  p la n n e d  to  le a s e  
them  to  th e  V e c t r a i l  S o c ie ty  w h ic h  w i l l  re -o p e n  them , u s in g  
m odern d ie s e l - c a r s .  ^

S o m e rs e t. D o rs e t and W e s te rn  H a m p s h ire .

A re a  R e p re s e n ta t iv e :  R ev. W.M. A nd rew , 3 0 , R ichm ond Wood Rd.
B o u rn e m o u th , H a m p s h ire .

S o m erse t and D o rs e t l i n e .
^ X ^ R e c e n t e v e n ts  m u s t s u r e ly  p o r te n d  th e  end o f  w h a t re m a in s  

o f  th e  l i n e .  When th e  l i n e  was c lo s e d  to  p a s s e n g e r t r a f f i c ,  
th e  s e c t io n  fro m  B o u rn e m o u th  to  B la n d fo rd  was r e t a in e d  f o r  
f r e i g h t  and p a r c e ls .  B r i t i s h  R a i l  have  now in fo rm e d  th e  
s t a f f  t h a t  i t  i s  p ro p o s e d  to  c lo s e  down th e  p a r c e ls  d e p a r tm e n t  
and goods shed a t  B la n d fo r d ,  11 o f  th e  12 members o f  th e  s t a f f  
b e in g  made re d u n d a n t o r  o f f e r e d  jo b s  e ls e w h e re , one man 
o n ly  r e m a in in g  on d u ty  a t  B la n d fo rd  s t a t i o n .  The goods y a rd  
i s  t o  re m a in  open o n ly  f o r  " s t a t i o n  to  s t a t i o n "  t r a f f i c  and  
t h i s  i n  s p i t e  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a f l e e t  o f  f o u r  v e h ic le s  has



been e m p lo ye d  i n  a d a i l y  d e l i v e r y  o v e r  a te n  m i le  r a d iu s .
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h i s  a rra n g e m e n t can l a s t  
lo n g  and i t  i s  a n t i c ip a t e d  t h a t ,  as soon  as B r i t i s h  R a i l  
can g e t  r i d  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  B la n d fo r d  m e rc h a n ts  and  
th e  m i l k  t r a f f i c  a t  B a i le y  G a te , th e  l i n e  w i l l  be c o m p le te ly  
c lo s e d .

O ur N a t io n a l  C o m m itte e  m em ber, D r .  H enson , r e p o r t s  t h a t  
th e  t r a c k  i s  b e in g  l i f t e d  a t  H ig h b r id g e  and she has s e n t  a 
te le g ra m  to  th e  M in i s t e r .  S i r  R ic h a rd  G ly n , M .P . , has  
p ro m is e d  to  r a is e  th e  m a t t e r  w i t h  th e  M in i s t e r .

As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  o u r  member M rs . R u th  
C o ly e r ,  "T h e  S un" d a te d  1 9 th  D ecem ber 1 9 6 6 , c a r r ie d  a s p e c ia l  
a r t i c l e  i n  w h ic h  a num ber o f  th e  v i l l a g e r s  o f  S h i l l i n g s t o n e  
w e re  in t e r v ie w e d  on t h e i r  h a r d s h ip s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  y /

W a te r lo o -B o u rn e m o u th . The e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  l i n e  
i s  due f o r  c o m p le t io n  i n  J u ly .  A t r i a l  r u n  has  a lr e a d y  been  
made b y  o f f i c i a l s  as f a r  as E a s t le ig h  and th e  t h i r d  r a i l  i s  
now " l i v e "  beyond  t h i s  p o in t .  I n  th e  m e a n tim e , b i t t e r  
c o m p la in ts  a re  b e in g  made a b o u t th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  t r a i n s ,  
l a c k  o f  h e a t in g  and la t e n e s s .  A t  a m e e t in g  o f  D o rs e t M .Ps w i t h  
th e  G e n e ra l M a n a g e r, B r i t i s h  R a i l ,  th e  M .P . f o r  S o u th  D o r s e t ,
M r. E v e ly n  K in g ,  s a id  he had  a f i l e  o f  c o m p la in ts  to o  t h i c k  
t o  r e a d .  D ie s e ls  a re  s t e a d i l y  o u s t in g  s team  fro m  t h i s ,  i t s  
l a s t  s t r o n g h o ld .

Devon and C o r n w a l l .

A re a  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e :  M r. A .E . W i lk in s o n ,  "U pw ey" Beach R oad,
W e stw a rd  H o ! ,  B id e fo r d ,  D evon .

A t  a r e c e n t  m e e t in g  o f  th e  Road S a fe ty  and T r a f f i c  
C o m m itte e  o f  Devon C o u n ty  C o u n c i l ,  th e  C ha irm an  s a id  t h a t  i t  was 
e s s e n t ia l  t h a t  th e  R a ilw a y  B o a rd  s h o u ld  n o t  re m a in  i n  i s o l a t i o n  
b u t  s h o u ld  make some c o n t r i b u t i o n  to w a rd s  th e  t r a n s p o r t  
p ro b le m s  o f  th e  r e g io n .  As a r e s u l t  o f  r a i l  c u ts  i n  D evon , 
ro a d  im p ro v e m e n ts  f o r  r e p la c e m e n t 'b u s e s  w o u ld  c o s t  £ 2 1 3 , 0 0 0 , 
o f  w h ic h  r a te p a y e r s  w o u ld  h a ve  to  pay  £ 1 2 1 ,0 0 0 .

A g a in s t  T .U .C .C . re c o m m e n d a tio n , th e  Bodm in R oad- 
W a d e b rid g e -P a d s to w  l i n e  c lo s e d  on 2 8 th  J a n u a ry ;  a ls o  th e  
s h o r t  le n g t h  b e tw e e n  B odm in  N o r th  and B o s c a rn e  J u n c t io n .
The B o d m in -W a d e b rid g e  s e c t io n  was th e  o ld e s t  p a s s e n g e r  
r a i lw a y  i n  th e  W est C o u n t r y .  P a r t  o f  th e  l i n e  w i l l  re m a in  
open f o r  goods t r a f f i c .

The S id m o u th  J u n c t io n - S id m o u th  and T ip to n  S t .  J o h n 's -  
E xm outh  l i n e s  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  c lo s e  i n  M a rc h ; w h i le  th e  O keham p ton -  
B ere  A ls to n  l i n e  i s  e x re c te d  t o  c lo s e  a t  th e  end o f  th e  summ er. ^
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A b o u t 100 men a re  e x p e c te d  to  become re d u n d a n t as a 
r e s u l t  o f  th e  p ro p o s e d  c lo s u r e  o f  E xm outh  J u n c t io n  lo c o m o t iv e  
d e p o t i n  M a rc h . T he re  h a ve  been  s t r o n g  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  
W e ste rn  R e g io n  m anagem ent, ra i lw a y m e n  a l l e g in g  t h a t  b u s in e s s  
i s  b e in g  d e l i b e r a t e ly  tu rn e d  aw ay.

S h r o p s h ir e .

A re a  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e :  M r. A .R . J a c k s o n , 3 8 , E sse x  R oad,
C h u rch  S t r e t t o n ,  S h r o p s h ir e .

Thanks to  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  a b o ro u g h  c o u n c i l l o r ,  a W est 
o f  E n g la n d -M a n C h e s te r e x p re s s  i s  now s to p p in g  a t  L u d lo w , th u s  
g iv in g  t h i s  tow n  a m id -m o rn in g  t r a i n  to  S h re w s b u ry . B r i t i s h  
R a i l ' s  o r i g i n a l  r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  p ro p o s a ls  f o r  th e  S h re w s b u ry -  
H e re fo rd  p a s s e n g e r s e r v ic e  w o u ld  have  l e f t  L u d lo w  (p o p .  
a b o u t 7 ,0 0 0 )  w i t h  no t r a i n  to  S h re w s b u ry  b e tw een  7 .3 7  a .m . 
and th e  e a r ly  a f te r n o o n .  U l t im a t e l y ,  B r i t i s h  R a i l  p la n  to  
re d u c e  C ra ven  A rm s, L u d lo w  and L e o m in s te r  s t a t i o n s ,  a l l  
on t h i s  l i n e ,  to  th e  s t a t u s  o f  u n s ta f f e d  h a l t s .

B irm in g h a m  and th e  B la c k  C o u n t r y .

A re a  R e p re s e n ta t iv e :  M r. D. R ichm on d , 2 6 , C o le b rc o k  Road,
.  S h i r l e y ,  S o l i h u l l ,  W a rw ic k s h ir e .

Y
y  The W est M id la n d  T .U .C .C . has r e p o r te d  ca se s  o f  h a rd s h ip  

on tw o s u b u rb a n  l i n e s :  B ir m in g h a m - S t r a t fo r d  v i a  H e n le y  and
B irm in g h a m -W o lv e rh a m p to n  (ex-G W R ). These l i n e s  a re  v i t a l  
a l l - d a y  s e r v ic e s  t h a t  need  d e v e lo p m e n t, n o t  r u n n in g  down.
The R a ilw a y  D e ve lo p m e n t A s s o c ia t io n  has p u t  fo rw a rd  a p la n  
f o r  a r a p id  t r a n s i t  s y s te m  i n  th e  a re a ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  mean th e  
r e t e n t io n  o f  th e  l i n e  th ro u g h  Snow H i l l  b u t  w i t h  re d u c e d  
t r a c k  la y o u t .  M r. A . F a u ld s ,  M .P . f o r  S m e th w ic k , i s  e x p e c te d  
to  r a is e  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  a r a p id  t r a n s i t  s y s te m  and th e  
r e t e n t io n  o f  th e  Snow H i l l  t u n n e l  i n  th e  House o f  Com m ons.3C

C r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  w i th d r a w a l  o f  Sunday r a i l  s e r v ic e s  
fro m  S t r a t fo r d - u p o n - A v o n  haH been made i n  th e  House o f  L o rd s  
r e c e n t l y .  L o rd  Snow s a id  t h a t  th e  tow n  was i n  a u n iq u e  p o s i t i o n  
among m a jo r  t o u r i s t  c e n t r e s  i n  th e  w o r ld .  S t r a t f o r d  has  
a lr e a d y  l o s t  i t s  th ro u g h  s e r v ic e s  to  L o n d o n , th e  W est o f  
E n g la n d  and S o u th  W a les  and th e  s e r v ic e s  t o  G lo u c e s te r ,
W o rc e s te r  and Evesham may a ls o  be th r e a te n e d .  Many o f  th e  
l o c a l  t r a i n s  te r m in a te  a t  H a t to n ,  so t h a t  p a s s e n g e rs  f o r  
London have  to  change a t  H a t to n  and L e a m in g to n .
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E a s t M id la n d s  and N o r f o lk  ( N o r th  and W e s t)

A re a  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e :  As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. R o l l
(se e  s e p a ra te  n o t i c e )  t h i s  a re a  i s  now v a c a n t .

We a re  p le a s e d  to  r e p o r t  t h a t  M r. R o l l  was m ore  
s u c c e s s fu l  th a n  he had hoped  i n  p re s s in g  f o r  an a d d i t io n a l  
S a tu rd a y s  o n ly  s e r v ic e  b e tw e e n  S ta m fo rd  and P e te rb o ro u g h .
The new t im e ta b le  (com m enc ing  6 th  M a rc h ) shows an e x t r a  e a r ly  
a f te r n o o n  t r a i n  i n  e ach  d i r e c t i o n  b e tw e en  th e s e  tw o  p la c e s  
on W ednesdays as w e l l  as on S a tu rd a y s ,

C o n d u c to r -g u a rd s  have  been w o r k in g  on th e  C rom er b ra n c h  
f ro m  2nd J a n u a ry  and th e y  a re  due to  commence w o rk  on th e  
N o rw ic h -C a m b r id g e  ( v ia  E ly )  and C a m b r id g e -S t .  Iv e s  l i n e s  fro m  
6 th  M a rc h .

M e rs e y s id e . W i r r a l  and W est L a n c a s h ir e .

A re a  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e :  M r. F . B y rn e , 1 6 4 , P a rk  R oad, F o rm by,

,~ 'The T .U .C .C . h e a r in g  i n t o  th e  p ro p o s e d  c lo s u r e  to  
p a s s e n g e r t r a f f i c  on th e  O r m s k ir k -F r e s to n  s e c t io n  o f  th e  
L iv e r p o o l  E x c h a n g e -P re s to n  l i n e  was h e ld  on 1 2 th  J a n u a ry  and  
th e  S o c ie ty  was re p re s e n te d  b y  M r. B y rn e . The L iv e r p o o l  
E x c h a n g e -O n n s k irk  s e r v ic e  was r e p r ie v e d  by th e  M in i s t e r  in  
A p r i l  o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  b u t  i t s  f u t u r e  c o u ld  be je o p a r d is e d  by 
c lo s u re  o f  th e  O r m s k ir k -P re s to n  s e c t io n .  A memorandum on 
th e  L iv e r p o o l  E x c h a n g e -O rm s k ir k -F re s to n  s e r v ic e  and 
a s s o c ia te d  t o p ic s  has been p re p a re d  by th e  S o c ie ty .

A c o n f i d e n t i a l  r e p o r t  on th e  B irk e n h e a d  W o o d s id e -C h e s te r /  
H e ls b y  l i n e s  has been s u b m it te d  b y  th e  T .U .C .C . to  th e  M in i s t e r .  
The S o c ie ty  has is s u e d  a memorandum a b o u t th e s e  l i n e s . y

The B irk e n h e a d  W o o d s id e -P a d d in g to n  s e r v ic e  i s  to  be 
"a x e d "  on 5 th  M arch  and a new C h e s te r-S h re w s b u ry -W o lv e rh a m p to n  
DMU s e r v ic e  s u b s t i t u t e d .

The M ic k le  T r a f f o r d - C h e s t e r  N o r th g a te  s e c t io n  o f  th e  
C h e s h ire  l i n e s  has been added to  th e  R e s h a p in g  P la n .  N o r th g a te  
i s  used  by New B r ig h to n ,  Wrexham C e n t r a l  and M a n c h e s te r  C e n t r a l  
t r a i n s ,  a lth o u g h  th e  f i r s t  tw o s e r v ic e s  a w a i t  th e  M in i s t e r ' s  
d e c is io n  as to  t h e i r  f u t u r e .

T h ro u g h  L iv e rp o o l-S h re w s b u ry -B irm in g h a m  Snow H i l l -  
S o u tha m p to n  t r a i n s  on th e  "P in e s  E x p re s s "  ru n  a re  to  end on 
5 th  M a rch . C o n n e c t io n s  w i l l  be a v a i la b le  a t  B irm in g h a m  New 
S t r e e t  to  S o u th a m p to n  fro m  th e  new L iv e rp o o l-B irm in g h a m  e l e c t r i c  
s e r v ic e  w h ic h  i s  to  s t a r t  on th e  f o l lo w in g  d a y . T h e re  w i l l  be 
a c h o ic e  o f  th r e e  c o n n e c t in g  s e r v ic e s  i n  l i e u  o f  th e  one

L iv e r p o o l



th ro u g h  t r a i n  as a t  p r e s e n t .  The A re a  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  has 
w r i t t e n  to  B r i t is h  R a i l ' s  D i v i s i o n a l  M anager on th e s e  tw o c u ts .

A v i s i t  to  L iv e r p o o l  was made by th e  M in i s t e r  on 1 3 th  
J a n u a ry  f o r  t a l k s  on p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  c o - o r d in a t io n .

The 'b u s / T r a in  s e r v ic e  b e tw e e n  K ir k b y  and L iv e r p o o l  
Exchange v ia  A in t r e e  s t a t i o n  ( in t r o d u c e d  on 1 2 th  Decem ber 
1966) has n o t  p ro v e d  s u c c e s s fu l ;  and B r i t i s h  R a i l  and th e  
c i t y ' s  T ra n s p o r t  D e p a rtm e n t h ave  a g re e d  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  c e a s e . 
T he re  have  been s u g g e s t io n s  t h a t  th e  s e r v ic e  s h o u ld  be 
re p la c e d  by d i r e c t  t r a i n s  fro m  K ir k b y  s t a t i o n ,  fe d  by a 'b u s  
s e r v ic e  ro u n d  th e  to w n .

The L iv e r p o o l  L im e S t r e e t - S o u th p o r t  DMU s e r v ic e  has 
been r e ta in e d  a f t e r  i t s  s i x  m on ths  t r i a l  w h ic h  ended l a s t  
Decem ber.

^ *  A memorandum on p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  i n  B o o t le  i s  i n  
c o u rs e  o f  p r e p a r a t io n  by th e  S o c ie t y ,  k

N o r th -E a s te r n  E n g la n d  (N o r th u m b e r la n d ,  C o u n ty  Durham and th e
N o r th  R id in g  o f  Y o r k s h i r e ) .

A re a  R e p re s e n ta t iv e :  M r. R .K . M a in s , 1 1 4 , M anor House R oad,
Jesm ond , N e w c a s t le -o n -T y n e  2 .

U n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  th e  M in i s t e r  has a p p ro v e d  th e  c lo s u r e  
o f  F e r r y h i l l  s t a t i o n ,  and th e  c lo s u r e  d a te  has been f i x e d  
as 6 th  M a rc h . From th e  same d a y , M onkw earm outh  s t a t i o n  
w i l l  a ls o  be c lo s e d .

E ls w ic k ,  F o u rs to n e s ,  G ree nh e aa , G i ls la n d ,  Heads Nook 
and W e th e ra l s t a t io n s  ( a l l  on th e  N e w c a s t le - C a r l is le  l i n e )  
w ere  c lo s e d  fro m  2nd J a n u a ry .  S co tsw ood  s t a t i o n  w i l l  a ls o  
be c lo s e d  im m e d ia te ly  im p o r ta n t  e n g in e e r in g  o p e r a t io n s  be tw een  
th e r e  and B la y d o n  s t a t i o n  a re  c o m p le te d . I n  th e  m e a n tim e , 
a c o n n e c t in g  ro a d  s e r v ic e  i s  o p e r a t in g  be tw een  th e  tw o 
s t a t io n s  to  l i n k  w i t h  t r a i n s  fro m  N e w c a s tle  to  Hexham and 
C a r l i s l e  v i a  N o r th  W ylam.

J  .
X  B r i t i s h  R a i l  a re  in t e n d in g  to  r e p la c e  th e  N o r th  T y n e s id e  

e l e c t r i c  t r a i n  s e r v ic e s  w i t h  DMUs. U nd e r th e  same p la n ,  
B r i t i s h  R a i l  say  t h a t  s to p p in g  s e r v ic e s ,  w h ic h  a t  p re s e n t  
ru n  a t  20 m in u te  i n t e r v a l s  d u r in g  th e  d a y , w i l l  be re d u c e d  
to  30 m in u te  i n t e r v a l s  and an e x p re s s  s e r v ic e  i s  p ro p o s e d .
The l a t t e r  w i l l  s e rv e  o n ly  N e w c a s t le ,  M a n o rs , /a l ls e n d  and 
th e  s t a t io n s  b e tw een  N o r th  S h ie ld s  and W est M o n k s e a to n .
T h is  w o u ld  mean t h a t  s e r v ic e s  a t  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  s t a t io n s  
w o u ld  be re d u c e d  d u r in g  th e  day by m ore th a n  3 0 ^ . O p p o s it io n  
to  th e  p ro p o s e d  r e d u c t io n s  i s  g ro w in g .  ^
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C u m b e rla n d -W e s tm o rla n d  and th e  E a s t and W est H id in g s  o f  Y o r k s h ir e
(A re a s  f o r  w h ic h  th e  N o r th - E a s te r n  Area. R e p re s e n ta t iv e  has 

s p e c ia l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ) .

The T .U .C .C . has r e p o r te d  t o  th e  M in is te r  t h a t  th e  
p ro p o s a l to  c lo s e  c e r t a in  s t a t i o n s  on th e  S h e f f i e ld  K id la n d -  
Leeds C i t y  l i n e  w o u ld  cause  v a r io u s  d e g re e s  o f  h a r d s h ip .

The p ro p o s e d  c lo s u r e  o f  B a t le y ,  R a v e n s th o rp e  and M o r le y  
lo w  (L e e d s  C i t y - H u d d e r s f ie ld  l i n e )  has been p u b l is h e d .  A ls o  
ann ou nce d  i s  th e  p ro p o s e d  c lo s u r e  o f  S ta n n in g le y  s t a t i o n  
( B r a d fo r d  E xc h a n g e -L e e d s  C e n t r a l  l i n e ) ,  w h ic h  B r i t i s h  R a i l  
p la n  t o  r e p la c e  by a new s t a t i o n  a t  New P u d se y .

T r a in  s e r v ic e s  b e tw e n  W a k e f ie ld  K i r k g a te  and P o n t e f r a c t  
M o n k h i l l  w e re  w ith d ra w n  fro m  2nd J a n u a ry .

I n  h is  r e p o r t  to  th e  M in i s t e r  on th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  
c lo s u r e  s in c e  M arch  1965 o f  th e  W h itb y -S c a rb o ro u g h  and W h itb y -  
M a lto n  l i n e s ,  M r. J .  M o r r is ,  M .P . ,  P a r l ia m e n ta r y  U n d e r
s e c r e t a r y  a t  th e  M in i s t r y ,  h as  recom m ended no change  i n  th e  
e x is t in g  p o s t - c lo s u r e  a r ra n g e m e n ts .  T h is  i s  d is a p p o in t in g  
news f o r  many s e c t io n s  o f  th e  co m m u n ity  i n  th e  W h itb y  a r e a . ^ y

An o f f i c i a l  B r i t i s h  R a i l  announcem en t i s  s h o r t l y  e x p e c te d  
as to  th e  p ro p o s e d  c lo s u r e  o f  S ta v e le y  and B u rn s id e  s t a t io n s  
( W in d e rm e re -O xe n h o lm e  l i n e )  and o f  K e n ts  B a nk , A rn s id e  and 
S i l v e r d a le  s t a t io n s  ( C a r n fo r th - B a r r o w - in - F u r n e s s  l i n e )  and 
th e  m o d i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  C a r n fo r th - W in d e r m e r e /B a r r o w - in -  
P u rn e s s  l o c a l  t r a i n  s e r v ic e s .

I n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  th e  p ro p o s e d  c lo s u r e  o f  M i ln th o r p e ,
Shap and Tebay s t a t i o n s  ( C a r n f o r t h - P e n r i t h  l i n e ) ,  th e  T .U .C .C . 
has r e p o r te d  to  th e  M in i s t e r  t h a t  c lo s u r e  o f  Tebay w o u ld  cause  
s e v e re  h a r d s h ip .

W a le s .
M id .
A re a  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e :  M r. J .R .M . M o o re , L l a n f a i r  I s a f ,  H a r le c h ,

M e r io n e th .

W ork i s  p ro c e e d in g  on th e  re m o v a l o f  re d u n d a n t p a s s in g  
lo o p s  and c lo s u r e  o f  s ig n a l  b oxes  b e tw e e n  W e ls h p o o l and 
M a h c y n l le th .  Betw een th e s e  tw o to w n s  lo o p s  re m a in  o n ly  a t  
M o n tg o m e ry , N ew tow n, C a e rsw s , T a le r d d ig  and Cemmaes R oad.



V I t  was r e p o r te d  on th e  r a d io  on 9 th  Decem ber t h a t  th e  
M in is t e r  had g iv e n  c o n s e n t t o  th e  re m o v a l o f  th e  t r a c k ,  s t a t i o n s ,  
e t c . ,  be tw een  L la n g o l le n  and M o r fa  Mawddach on th e  R uabon- 
B a rm ou th  l i n e .  On th e  1 6 th  D ecem ber th e  P re s s  r e p o r te d  t h a t  
i t  was u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  th e  t r a n s p o r t  p a n e l o f  th e  W e lsh  
Econom ic P la n n in g  C o u n c i l  had recom m ended to  th e  M in i s t e r  
t h a t  th e  l i n e  s h o u ld  n o t  be d is m a n t le d  and t h a t  th e  p a n e l 
a re  s t r o n g ly  i n  fa v o u r  o f  r e t a i n i n g  th e  l i n e  as a v i t a l  l a t e r a l  
l i n k  i n  th e  c o m m u n ic a tio n  s y s te m  o f  m id -W a le s . I t  seems t h a t  
th e  M in is t e r  d id  n o t  w a i t  f o r  th e  E conom ic  P la n n in g  C o u n c i l 's  
re co m m e n d a tio n s  b e fo re  c o n s e n t in g  t o  th e  remove, o f  th e  t r a c k ,  
e t c . ,  w h ic h  seems m os t u n re a s o n a b le .  H ow e ve r, th e  A re a  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  u n d e rs ta n d s  t h a t  th e  M in i s t e r  has r e fu s e d  to  
a l lo w  th e  re m o v a l o f  th e  t r a c k  f o u n d a t io n s .

The A re a  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  sp oke  on 2 0 th  J a n u a ry  to  th e  M .P . 
f o r  M e r io n e th ,  M r. W i l l ia m  E d w a rd s , who s a id  t h a t  none  o f  th e  
t r a c k  be tw een  L la n g o l le n  and M o r fa  Mawddach had y e t  been l i f t e d .  
M r. Edw ards s a id  i t  was th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  R a i l  
to  d e c id e  w h a t th e y  w a n te d  to  do w i t h  th e  t r a c k  and M rs .
C a s t le  was a b o u t to  a sk  them  f o r  t h e i r  p la n s  f o r  th e  R uabon- 
B a rm outh  l i n e .  She a ls o  w a n te d  B r i t i s h  R a i l  to  t e l l  h e r  i f  
and when th e y  in te n d e d  to  re -o p e n  th e  l i n e .  T h is  p o s s i b i l i t y  
was n o t  r u le d  o u t  by M r. E d w a rd s ! X

On 2 1 s t  J a n u a ry  th e  P re s s  r e p o r te d  t h a t ,  w i t h  th e  
M in i s t e r ' s  a p p ro v a l ,  B r i t i s h  R a i l  had d e c id e d  to  s e l l  th e  t r a c k  
and la n d  on th e  2 l i  m i le  A b e ry s tw y th -P o n t  L la n io  s e c t io n  o f  
th e  C a rm a r th e n -A b e ry s tw y th  l i n e .

N o r th .

A re a  R e p re s e n ta t iv e :  M r. L .G . H ip p e rs o n ,  2 1 , U l l e t  Road,
/ S e f to n  P a rk ,  L iv e r p o o l  1 7 .

The M in is t e r  has t o l d  B r i t i s h  R a i l  t h a t  i t  may d is p o s e  
o f  th e  t r a c k ,  e q u ip m e n t and s t a t i o n  b u i ld in g s  on th e  A fo n w e n - 
C a e m a rv o n  l i n e  ( c lo s e d  o n ly  tw o y e a rs  a g o ) .

O ur c o rp o r a te  member P r e s ta t y n  U .D .C . i s  s e e k in g  th e  
s u p p o r t  o f  o th e r  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  N o r th  W ales i n  a 
cam paign  to  im p ro v e  r a i lw a y  s e r v ic e s  i n  th e  a re a .

S c o t la n d .
N o r th .
A re a  R e p re s e n ta t iv e :  M r. P .G . Thom pson, 1 7 , V ie w f ie ld  Road,

C u lc a b o c k , In v e r n e s s .
As i n  w in te r s  b e fo r e ,  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  th e  r a i lw a y s  to  

" g e t  th ro u g h "  has been p ro v e d  a g a in  t h i s  w in t e r .  Snow and 
deep d r i f t s  w h ic h  b lo c k e d  ro a d w a ys  w ere  d i f f i c u l t  and e x p e n s iv e  
to  c le a r ,  and th e n  th e r e  was o n ly  o ne -w a y  t r a f f i c !



T h a t th e  t r a i n  as a means o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  f o r  p a s s e n g e rs ,  
m a i l ,  f r e i g h t  and so on i s  in v a lu a b le  i n  t h i s  a re a  i s  w i t h o u t  
q u e s t io n .  Y e t B r i t i s h  R a i l  seem to  be m o v in g  i n  th e  
d i r e c t io n  o f  m ore c lo s u r e s .  T h is  t im e  i t  i s  th e  M a l la ig  l i n e  
w h ic h  i s  th r e a te n e d .  L o c a l f i s h  i n t e r e s t s  a re  w o r r ie d  a b o u t  
th e  p o s s ib le  ru n -d o w n  o f  th e  r a i l  s e r v ic e  t h e r e .  D ia lo g u e s  
a re  c o n t in u in g .

W ith  a f l o u r i s h ,  B r i t i s h  R a i l  in t r o d u c e d  th e  In v e r n e s s -  
A v ie m o re  s e r v ic e  t o  th e  C a irn g o rm  s k i  a re a .  B u t th e  s e r v ic e  
has n o t  been so w e l l  p a t r o n is e d  as was h o p e d . T h is  i s  a p i t y  
f o r  H ig h la n d  L in e s  m anagem ent a re  s in c e r e ly  t r y i n g  t o  im p ro v e  
th e  r a i l  s e r v ic e .  I n  N ovem ber th e r e  was announced  a  
"new d e a l"  w i t h  s a v in g s  o f  up  t o  £2 and a b o u t an h o u r  i n  t im e  
Prom 7 th  N ovem ber cheap  day r e t u r n  t i c k e t s  w e re  In tro d u c e d  
fro m  In v e r n e s s /E d in b u rg h ,  In v e rn e s s /G la s g o w . The t r a i n s  w ere  
speeded up  to  g iv e  t i c k e t - h o ld e r s  m ore t im e  i n  th e s e  c i t i e s .

PROGRESS REPORTS.

We hope  members l i k e  th e  new fo r m a t  o f  th e s e  r e p o r t s  
w h ic h  we have  been a b le  to  in t r o d u c e  as a r e s u l t  o f  e m p lo y in g  
th e  l i t h o g r a p h ic  p ro c e s s .  T h is  is s u e  i s  e x p e r im e n ta l  and th e  
E d i t o r  w i l l  be in t e r e s t e d  to  r e c e iv e  members com m ents.

I t  has been d e c id e d  a t  th e  same t im e  to  re d u c e  th e  
f r e q u e n c y  o f  is s u e  fro m  6 p e r  y e a r  t o  4 .  T h is  has been  done  
p a r t l y  t o  r e l i e v e  p re s s u re  on th e  S o c ie t y ’ s members who can  
th u s  d i v e r t  m ore t im e  to  f u r t h e r i n g  o u r  a im s  and o b je c t iv e s .  
A ls o ,  w i t h  th e  s lo w in g  down o f  c lo s u r e s ,  th e  need  to  p r o v id e  
f r e q u e n t  b u l l e t i n s  o f  su ch  d e v e lo p m e n ts  a t  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  
has d im in is h e d .  H ow e ve r, we hope  t o  in fo r m  members o f  
l o c a l  news th ro u g h  th e  is s u e  o f  l o c a l  n e w s le t t e r s  w h e re v e r  
a re a  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  a re  a b le  t o  a r ra n g e  f o r  t h e i r  p r o d u c t io n

C ha irm an  and E d i t o r :  D r .  M .P .L .  C a to n , 1 0 , G ro s v e n o r  G ardens
U p m in s te r ,  Esseat.

G e n e ra l S e c r e ta r y :  M r. J .W . B a r f i e l d ,  6 6 , E w h u rs t R oad,
L o n d o n , S .E .4 .

M em bersh ip  S e c r e ta r y :  M r. D .J .  B ra d b u ry ,  5 9 , D ore  R oad,
L o r e ,  S h e f f i e ld .
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S ta te m e n t on th e  G o ve rnm e n t W h ite  P a p e r

The R a ilw a y  I n v i g o r a t i o n  S o c ie ty  w e lcom es th e  W h ite  
P a p e r, p u b l is h e d  b y  th e  M in i s t r y  o f  T ra n s p o r t  i n  J u ly  
1966 as b e in g  th e  m o s t e n l ig h te n e d  and fo r w a r d - lo o k in g  
o f f i c i a l  s ta te m e n t on t r a n s p o r t  p o l i c y  w h ic h  has  a p p e a re d  
f o r  many y e a r s .  I t  r e c o g n is e s ,  n o t  b e fo re  t im e ,  t h a t  a l l  
fo rm s  o f  t r a n s p o r t  m u s t be c o n s id e re d  and p la n n e d  t o g e t h e r .  
I n  th e  a bse nce  o f  su ch  an o v e r a l l  p la n ,  r e p o r t s  su c h  as 
"T he  R e s h a p in g  o f  B r i t i s h  R a i lw a y s "  w h ic h  a t te m p te d  to  
s o lv e  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  one fo rm  o f  t r a n s p o r t  i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  
w ere  bound  to  le a d  to  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n d , i n  th e  e n d , 
U n a c c e p ta b le  c o n c lu s io n s .

The W h ite  P a p e r r e c o g n is e s  a t  th e  o u ts e t  th e  enorm ous  
p ro b le m s  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  th e  mass p r o d u c t io n  o f  th e  m o to r  
c a r ,  and th e  t h r e a t  to  o u r  e n v iro n m e n t i f  u se  o f  m o to r  
v e h ic le s  c o n t in u e s  to  g ro w  u n c h e c k e d . The c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  
new and im p ro v e d  ro a d s  h as  s e v e re  l i m i t a t i o n s  as a s o lu t i o n  
to  th e s e  p ro b le m s , n o t  th e  l e a s t  o f  w h ic h  i s  t h a t  su ch  
im p ro v e m e n ts  te n d  to  g e n e ra te  m ore t r a f f i c  u n t i l  th e y  them 
s e lv e s  a re  in a d e q u a te  c a l l i n g  f o r  s t i l l  m ore r o a d s .  A 
p o l i c y  based  on u n l im i t e d  p r o v is io n  f o r  th e  p r i v a t e  m o to r  
v e h ic le  can th u s  o n ly  end i n  th e  s w a l lo w in g  up  o f  huge  
t r a c t s  o f  to w n  and c o u n t r y s id e  and th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  
r u r a l  and u rb a n  la n d s c a p e  as we know i t .  P o r  t h i s  re a s o n  
a lo n e  th e r e  m u s t s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  be r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  th e  use  
o f  m o to r  v e h ic le s .

Even t h i s  . l i n e  o f  r e a s o n in g ,  h o w e v e r , assum es t h a t  
th e  p r i v a t e  m o to r  c a r  i s  a lw a y s  th e  fo rm  o f  t r a n s p o r t  to  
be p r e f e r r e d ,  w i t h  o th e r  fo rm s  o f  t r a n s p o r t  o n ly  t o  be 
used  as s e c o n d -b e s t ,  and  t h a t  th e  p r im a r y  a im  o f  a 
t r a n s p o r t  p o l i c y  s h o u ld  be to  p r o v id e  f o r  i t s  maximum u s e ,  
le a v in g  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  to  f i l l  th e  g a p s , ^ t  i s  to o  o f t e n
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f o r g o t t e n  n o t  o n ly  t h a t  th e r e  w i l l  a lw a y s  be a  s u b s t a n t ia l  
p r o p o r t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  who c a n n o t d r i v e ,  a re  u n a b le  
‘ o a f f o r d  o r  do n o t  w is h  to  own c a r s ,  b u t  t h a t  th e  m o to r  
v e h ic le  i s  n o t  a  u n iv e r s a l  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t  s u i t a b le  
f o r  a l l  p u rp o s e s .  L ik e  th e  t r a i n ,  p la n e  and s h ip ,  i t  has 
jo b s  i t  i s  b e t t e r  a b le  to  do th a n  o t h e r s .  The k e y  to  th e  
p ro b le m s  o f  mass c a r  o w n e rs h ip  m u s t b e , t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  
in c r e a s in g  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  th e  u se  o f  c a rs  o n ly  f o r  th o s e  
s p e c ia l i s e d  p u rp o s e s  f o r  w h ic h  th e y  a re  b e s t  s u i t e d  a n d , 
i n  t u r n ,  th e  in c r e a s in g  use  o f  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  f o r  th e  
f u n c t io n s  i t  can b e s t  p e r fo r m .

The o b je c t  o f  p la n n in g  s h o u ld ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be to  
p r o v id e  f o r  and e n c o u ra g e  a m ore b a la n c e d  o u t lo o k  on 
t r a n s p o r t  c o n s is t e n t  w i t h  a re a s o n a b le  d e g re e  o f  c h o ic e .

I t  i s  w e l l  known t h a t  fe w  m o t o r is t s  r e g a r d  p u b l i c  
ro a d  t r a n s p o r t  as an a c c e p ta b le  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  th e  p r i v a t e  
c a r  w h e re a s  th e y  a re  much m ore i n c l i n e d  to  fo r s a k e  t h e i r  
c a rs  f o r  r a i l  t r a v e l  f o r  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  a jo u r n e y .  U n le s s  
a c o m p re h e n s iv e  r a i lw a y  s y s te m  i s  m a in ta in e d  and d e v e lo p e d , 
t h e r e f o r e ,  su ch  an a l t e r n a t i v e  c a n n o t be a d e q u a te ly  
p ro v id e d ,  and th e  a nn ou nce m e n t i n  th e  W h ite  P a p e r t h a t  a 
much l a r g e r  n e tw o rk  th a n  h i t h e r t o  w i l l  be r e t a in e d  i s  th u s  
m ost w e lcom e new s. The o b je c t  o f  t h i s  memorandum i s  to  
comment on and make p ro p o s a ls  on some o f  th e  m ore im p o r ta n t  
p o in t s  i n  th e  W h ite  P a p e r as th e y  a f f e c t  th e  f u t u r e  r o l e  
o f  r a i lw a y s  in  th e  n a t i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t  s y s te m .

The T ru e  C o s ts  o f  Road and R a i l  T r a n s p o r t .

In  tw o  p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p o r ta n t  r e s p e c ts  th e  W h ite  
P a p e r r e p r e s e n ts  an a d va n ce  on p r e v io u s  p o l i c y .  I t  i s  
a t  l a s t  a c c e p te d  t h a t  th e r e  a re  some r a i l  s e r v ic e s  w h ic h ,  
th o u g h  th e y  do n o t  pay t h e i r  w a y , as r e q u i r e d  b y  th e  1962 
A c t ,  s h o u ld  n o n e th e le s s  be r e t a in e d  on s o c ia l  g ro u n d s .  A t  
th e  same t im e ,  th e  M in i s t r y  i s  s ta te d  to  be c a r r y in g  o u t 
r e s e a r c h  i n t o  th e  r e l a t i v e  c o s ts  o f  c a r r y in g  goods  by ro a d  
and r a i l .

The W h ite  P a p e r , h o w e v e r , f a i l s  to  d raw  th e  c o n n e c t io n  
b e tw een  th e s e  s ta te m e n ts .  I t  seems p ro b a b le  t h a t  i f  th e  
t r u e  c o s ts  o f  ro a d  and r a i l  t r a n s p o r t  w e re  a s c e r ta in e d ,  
i t  w o u ld  be shown t h a t  many r a i l  s e r v ic e s  t h a t  now , on 
p a p e r ,  ru n  a t  a lo s s  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  p r o v id in g  a s e r v ic e  
t h a t  i s  m ore e f f i c i e n t  th a n  th e  ro a d  t r a n s p o r t  w h ic h  w o u ld  
have  ta k e n  i t s  p la c e  w e re  th e  s e r v ic e  to  be w ith d ra w n .
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Thus th e  r e t e n t io n  o f  some l i n e s  m ig h t  he j u s t i f i e d  n o t  
o n ly  on s o c ia l  g ro u n d s , su c h  as h a r d s h ip  t o  u s e r s ,  h u t  
f ro m  e con om ic  c o n s id e r a t io n s  as w e l l .

The p re s e n t  re s e a rc h e s  o f  th e  M in i s t r y ,  o u t l i n e d  i n  
th e  W h ite  P a p e r , on c o s t s ,  do n o t  go n e a r ly  f a r  e n o u g h , 
h o w e v e r , s in c e  th e y  a re  c o n f in e d  to  t r u n k  f r e i g h t  t r a n s p o r t .  
M o re o v e r , o n ly  t r a c k  c o s ts  a re  c o n s id e r e d ,  w h e re a s  su ch  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h o u ld  c o v e r  many o th e r  m a t t e r s .  D u r in g  
r e c e n t  y e a rs  e x te n s iv e  e f f o r t s  h ave  been made hy th e  
R a ilw a y s  B o a rd  to  c o s t  o p e r a t io n s  on th e  r a i lw a y s ,  h u t  
t h i s  has n o t  been  done f o r  th e  r o a d s .  Such a c o s t in g  
o f  th e  r o a d s ,  on th e  same b a s is ,  i . e .  so t h a t  u s e rs  
w o u ld  pay th e  c o s ts  to  w h ic h  th e y  g iv e  r i s e ,  w o u ld  in c lu d e  
p o l i c i n g ,  a c c id e n t  and c o n g e s t io n  c o s ts  and s h o u ld  e x te n d  
to  a l l  t r a n s p o r t ,  l o c a l  and lo n g  d is t a n c e ,  p a s s e n g e r  and 
f r e i g h t .

M e re ly  t o  know th e  t r u e  c o s ts  o f  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
fo rm s  o f  t r a n s p o r t ,  h o w e v e r , w i l l  do l i t t l e  to  r e s to r e  
th e  b a la n c e  b e tw e en  ro a d  and r a i l ,  o r  in d e e d  b e tw e en  
p u b l ic  and p r i v a t e  t r a n s p o r t .  I t  i s  e s s e n t ia l  t h a t ,  as 
a b a s ic  r e q u ir e m e n t ,  each  t r a n s p o r t  u s e r  s h o u ld  pay  th e  
t r u e  c o s ts  to  w h ic h  he g iv e s  r i s e ,  n o t  m e re ly  as a c la s s  
o f  u s e r ,  b u t  as an i n d i v i d u a l .  T h is  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a 
r a d i c a l  o v e r h a u l o f  th e  w h o le  s y s te m  o f  ro a d  v e h ic le  
l i c e n s in g  and t a x a t io n .

U nd e r th e  p re s e n t  s y s te m , a m o t o r is t  pays  th e  g r e a t e r  
p a r t  o f  h is  c o s ts  i n  s ta n d in g  c h a rg e s  in c lu d in g  th e  
i n i t i a l  c a p i t a l  o u t la y  on th e  v e h ic le ,  l i c e n c e
fe e  and in s u ra n c e  and h is  m a r g in a l  c o s t ,  c h i e f l y  p e t r o l ,  
i s  r e l a t i v e l y  lo w ,  o f t e n  b e lo w  t h a t  o f  h is  f a r e  by p u b l i c  
t r a n s p o r t .  Thus n o t  o n ly  a re  la r g e  num bers  o f  m o t o r is t s  
who use  t h e i r  c a rs  o n ly  o c c a s io n a l ly  p a y in g  f o r  ro a d s  used  
by a s m a l l  num ber o f  h ig h  m ile a g e  u s e r s ,  b u t  th e  m o t o r is t  
i s  e n c o u ra g e d  to  use  h is  c a r  on e v e ry  p o s s ib le  o c c a s io n  -  
in d e e d  h a v in g  p a id  f o r  i t  he o f t e n  c a n n o t a f f o r d  n o t  to  -  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  th e  end i n  t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t io n  w h ic h  i s  s e l f  
d e f e a t in g .  The same c o n s id e r a t io n s  a p p ly  to  ro a d  f r e i g h t  
o p e r a to r s .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  c le a r  t h a t  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o f  t r a n s p o r t  c o s ts  m u s t be f o l lo w e d  up  by a 'p a y  as y o u  g o ' 
p r i c i n g  s y s te m , p o s s ib ly  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  f u e l  
ta x  and some fo rm  o f  c o n g e s t io n  ta x  i n  u rb a n  a re a s .



Paym ent o f  S u b s id ie s

The p ro p o s a l  i n  th e  W h ite  P a p e r t h a t  s o c i a l l y  
n e c e s s a ry  r a i lw a y  l i n e s  w h ic h  a re  u n e c o n o m ic  s h o u ld  be 
s u b s id is e d  i s  a ls o  a w e lcom e  d e v e lo p m e n t.  C o n t r a r y  to  
w h a t has  been  e x p re s s e d  i n  some q u a r t e r s ,  t h i s  w o u ld  i n  
no way g iv e  B r i t i s h  R a i l  an u n f a i r  a d v a n ta g e  o v e r  i t s  
c o m p e t i t o r s .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  so f a r  as s u b s id ie s  a re  
c o n c e rn e d , th e  r a i lw a y s  a re  a t  p r e s e n t  th e  e x c e p t io n  s in c e  
b o th  ro a d  t r a n s p o r t  and i n t e r n a l  a i r  s e r v ic e s  a re  h e a v i l y  
s u p p o r te d  fro m  b o th  n a t i o n a l  and l o c a l  fu n d s .  L o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  be g iv e n  im m e d ia te ly  f u l l  
pow ers  t o  spend  money to  r e t a i n  and im p ro v e  l o c a l  r a i l  
p a s s e n g e r s e r v ic e s .

I t  m u s t be s t r e s s e d ,  h o w e v e r , t h a t  p u b l i c  fu n d s  s h o u ld  
n o t  be u sed  i n d e f i n i t e l y  t o  u n d e r w r i t e  lo s s e s  on any  fo rm  
o f  t r a n s p o r t  j u s t  b e ca u se  i t  i s  u n a b le  to  b a la n c e  i t s  
a c c o u n ts .  As e x p la in e d  i n  th e  l a s t  s e c t io n  o f  t h i s  memorandum, 
i t  s h o u ld  be a b a s ic  r e q u ir e m e n t  t h a t  a l l  t r a n s p o r t  u s e rs  
s h o u ld  pay  th e  c o s ts  to  w h ic h  th e y  g iv e  r i s e .  S u b s id ie s  
s h o u ld  o n ly  be p a id  f o r  s p e c i f i c  p u rp o s e s ,  f o r  e x a m p le , to  
im p ro v e  t r a n s p o r t  s e r v ic e s  i n  a d e v e lo p m e n t a re a ,  o r  to  
s u p p o r t  e s s e n t ia l  s e r v ic e s  w h ic h  w o u ld  o th e r w is e  be u n a b le  
to  c o n t in u e  and when t h i s  i s  d o n e , th e  r e l a t i v e  m a lts  o f  
a l l  fo rm s  o f  t r a n s p o r t  s h o u ld  be lo o k e d  i n t o  o b j e c t i v e l y  
to  d e te rm in e  w h ic h  can b e s t  f i l l  th e  r o l e  r e q u i r e d .

I t  m u s t be e m p h a s is e d  t h a t  th e  a u t h o r i t y  p a y in g  th e  
s u b s id y  s h o u ld  h ave  f u l l  a c c e s s  + 0  th e  a c c o u n ts  c o n n e c te d  
w i t h  th e  s e » £ *e e ^e t> n c e rn e d  so t h a t  th e y  can  be r e a s o n a b ly  
s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  th e  m oa t e c o n o m ic a l m e th od s  o f  o p e r a t io n  
a re  b e in g  u se d  c o n s is t e n t  w i t h  s a f e t y  and an a c c e p ta b le  
l e v e l  o f  s e r v ic e .  L o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s  w i l l  be r e l u c t a n t  to  
o f f e r  a s u b s id y  to  r e t a i n  a r a i l  s e r v ic e  i f ,  as has  o f t e n  
been th e  ca se  i n  th e  p a s t ,  th e r e  i s  s u s p ic io n  t h a t  an 
e x a g g e ra te d  p ic t u r e  o f  th e  lo s s e s  on th e  l i n e  c o n c e rn e d  has 
been p re s e n te d  by th e  R a ilw a y s  B o a rd  to  j u s t i f y  a p ro p o s e d  
c lo s u r e .

A H a l t  to  ALL R a i l  C lo s u r e s .

A lth o u g h  th e  W h ite  P a p e r e n v is a g e s  a much l a r g e r  
r a i lw a y  s y s te m  th a n  u n d e r  th e  p re v io u s  p o l i c y ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  
p ro p o s e d  to  w ith d ra w  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v ic e s  fro m  a p p r o x im a te ly  
a n o th e r  400 r o u te  m i le s .  U n t i l  th e  t r a n s p o r t  c o s t  s tu d ie s  
a d v o c a te d  i n  t h i s  memorandum h ave  been  c o m p le te d , h o w e v e r , 
i t  w i l l  n o t  be known w h e th e r  th e s e  c lo s u r e s  w i l l  p ro d u c e  an 
o v e r a l l  s a v in g  to  th e  n a t io n  and i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  p ro p o s e d  
t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  be su sp e n d e d  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  s u c h  s tu d ie s  
have  been c o m p le te d .
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In  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n ,  a t t e n t i o n  m us t a ls o  be d raw n to  
tw o o th e r  f i n a n c i a l  m a t te r s  w h ic h  h ave  been n e g le c te d  o r  
ig n o re d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a rs  when c lo s u r e  ca se s  h ave  been 
c o n s id e re d  -  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o p e r a t in g  th e  l i n e s  c o n c e rn e d  
by c h e a p e r m e thods  ( t h a t  su ch  m ea su res  a re  now , b e la t e d ly ,  
b e in g  in t r o d u c e d  i n  some a re a s  i s  p r o o f  t h a t  t h i s  can be 
done) and need to  a l lo w  f o r  th e  e f f e c t  o f  c lo s u r e s  on 
t r a f f i c  and hence  re v e n u e , on th e  r e s t  o f  th e  r a i lw a y  s y s te m . 
A r e c e n t  s u rv e y  * u n d e r ta k e n  by t h i s  S o c ie ty  r e v e a le d  t h a t  
o v e r  70% o f  fo rm e r  u s e rs  o f  a r a i l  s e r v ic e  now u sed  o th e r  
r a i lw a y s  much le s s  f r e q u e n t l y  s in c e  t h e i r  l o c a l  l i n e  had 
been c lo s e d .

I t  i s  a m a t te r  o f  deep c o n c e rn  t h a t  su ch  v i t a l  
c o n s id e r a t io n s  have  been n e g le c te d  f o r  so lo n g ,  a s t a t e  o f  
a f f a i r s  w h ic h  i s  made a l l  th e  w o rs e  b y  th e  p e r s is t a n t  
r e f u s a l  to  in t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  p e r m i t  o b je c t o r s  to  
make r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  on c lo s u r e  e c o n o m ic s  a t  T ra n s p o r t  
U s e r 's  C o n s u l t a t iv e  C o m m itte e  h e a r in g s .  On th e  R om fo rd  
to  U p m in s te r  l i n e ,  f o r  e x a m p le , a llo w a n c e  f o r  c h e a p e r 
o p e r a t io n  and lo s s  o f  c o n t r i b u t o r y  re v e n u e  to g e th e r  w i t h  
th e  c o s t  o f  s u b s id is in g  re p la c e m e n t ro a d  s e r v ic e s  w o u ld  have  
c o m p le te ly  e l im in a te d  th e  r a i lw a y s '  p ro p o s e d  s a v in g  o f  
£ 1 3 ,9 0 0 . The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  l i n e  was u l t im a t e l y  r e p r e iv e d  
on h a r d s h ip  g ro u n d s  does n o t  a f f e c t  th e  is s u e  t h a t  t h i s  
c lo s u r e  s h o u ld  have  been re g a rd e d  as a n o n - s t a r t e r  f o r  
f i n a n c ia l  re a s o n s  a lo n e .

T h e re  a re  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  re a s o n s  why c lo s u r e s  
s h o u ld  be su s p e n d e d , n o t  th e  l e a s t  o f  w h ic h  i s  t h a t  m o s t, 
i f  n o t  a l l ,  r e m a in in g  l i n e s  h ave  a s o c ia l^ I f fp 'e r - th n c e  
s u f f i c i e n t  to  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  r e t e n t io n  a t  l e a s t  f o r  th e  t im e  
b e in g .  M o re o v e r , i t  w o u ld  be w ro n g  to  b r in g  a b o u t f u r t h e r  
c lo s u re s  b e fo re  p ro p e r  a t t e n t i o n  has  been g iv e n  to  th e  
s o c ia l  p ro b le m s  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  th o s e  w h ic h  have  a lr e a d y  
ta k e n  p la c e .  I n  t h i s  S o c ie t y 's  s u rv e y  * ,  f o r  e x a m p le , 
a c o n s id e r a b le  am ount o f  h a r d s h ip  was r e v e a le d  am ongst 
fo rm e r  r a i l  u s e rs  who fo u n d  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  ro a d  s e r v ic e s  
to  be s lo w e r  th a n  th e  r a i lw a y s ,  o f t e n  o v e rc ro w d e d  and 
f r e q u e n t ly  l a t e  due to  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t io n s .

*  P o s t c lo s u r e  h a r d s h ip  s u rv e y  -  G lo u c e s te r - C h a i fo r d
R a i lc a r  S e r v ic e ;  1 9 6 6 ; P u b lis h e d  by th e  S o c ie ty  1 9 6 6 .



I t  i s  c le a r  f ro m  t h i s  and r e p o r t s  f ro m  o th e r  a re a s  
t h a t  c lo s u r e s  h ave  a lr e a d y  p ro c e e d e d  to o  f a r  and t h a t ,  
r a t h e r  th a n  a t te m p t  t o  e l im in a t e  m ore l i n e s ,  a t t e n t i o n  
s h o u ld  f i r s t  be g iv e n  to  th e  p ro b le m s  a r i s i n g  w he re  
s e r v ic e s  h ave  a lr e a d y  been  w i th d ra w n .  W here r e q u i r e d ,  
th e  s e r v ic e s  s h o u ld  be r e i n s t a t e d .

I t  i s  a ls o  d e s i r a b le  fro m  th e  r a i l w a y 's  own p o in t  
o f  v ie w  t h a t  c lo s u r e s  s h o u ld  c e a s e . I n  r e c e n t  y e a rs  th e  
c o n t r a c t io n  o f  th e  s y s te m  c a n n o t f a i l  to  h ave  had a m os t 
h a r m fu l e f f e c t  on th e  im age  o f  B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  w i t h  th e  
g e n e ra l p u b l i c ,  g i v i n g  th e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  r a i lw a y s  a re  
a d e c l i n in g  in d u s t r y  w i t h  a l i m i t e d  f u t u r e .  The W h ite  
P a pe r r i g h t l y  c a l l s  f o r  a p e r io d  o f  s t a b i l i t y  on th e  
r a i lw a y s  b u t  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  be a c h ie v e d  i f  f u r t h e r  c lo s u r e s  
a re  p ro p o s e d . S in c e  th e s e  m u s t u n d e rg o  th e  u s u a l  p ro c e d u re  
l a i d  down in  th e  1962 T r a n s p o r t  A c t  b e fo re  th e y  a re  f i n a l l y  
d e c id e d  u p o n , i t  w i l l  be some t im e  b e fo re  su ch  s t a b i l i t y  
can be a c h ie v e d .

I t  i s  p ro p o s e d , t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  th e r e  s h o u ld  be no 
f u r t h e r  c lo s u r e s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  y e a r s .  T h is  w i l l  g iv e  
t im e  f o r  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  n e c e s s a ry  c o s t  s tu d ie s  a d v o c a te d  
above and a t  th e  same t im e  e n a b le  th e  r a i lw a y s  to  
c o n s o l id a te  th e  p r e s e n t  n e tw o rk  and w i t h  th e  a id  o f  
im p ro v e d  s e r v ic e s  and p u b l i c i t y  t o  p r o je c t  th e m s e lv e s  to  
th e  p u b l ic  as th e  m o d e rn , fo r w a r d  lo o k in g  t r a n s p o r t  s y s te m  
so v i t a l  t o  n a t i o n a l  n e e d s .

F r e i g h t .

W h i ls t  th e  p ro p o s e d  n a t i o n a l  f r e i g h t  o r g a n is a t io n  i s  
s t i l l  i n  th e  v e r y  e a r ly  p la n n in g  s ta g e ,  th e  p ro p o s a ls  i n  
th e  W h ite  P a p e r c o n c e rn in g  f r e i g h t  a re  i n  g e n e r a l  to  be 
w e lco m e d . I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t  i s  t o  be hoped  t h a t  t h i s  p la n  
w i l l  ta k e  f u l l  a c c o u n t o f  ' t h e  c o n t a in e r  r e v o lu t i o n '  f o r  
b o th  la n d  and se a  t r a n s p o r t .  The W h ite  P a p e r , h o w e v e r , f a i l s  
to  e m p h a s ise  th e  c lo s e  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t 
o f  th e  p o r t s  f o r  c o n t a in e r  t r a f f i c  and th e  u se  o f  c o n ta in e r s  
f o r  r a i l  t r a n s p o r t .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  th e  p o r t s  ch ose n  
f o r  t h i s  ty p e  o f  t r a f f i c  s h o u ld  be e q u ip p e d  to  u n lo a d  
c o n ta in e r s  d i r e c t l y  in + o  r a i l  v e h ic le s  f o r  d is p a tc h  to  
in la n d  c e n t r e s  i f  th e  r a i lw a y s  a re  to  g e t  t h e i r  f u l l  s h a re  
o f  t h i s  t r a f f i c  w h ic h  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u i t e d  ho r a i l  t r a n s p o r t .
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The p ro p o s a l to  c o n c e n t r a te  g e n e r a l  m e rc h a n d is e  
t r a f f i c  i n  as fe w  as f i f t y  r a i l  f r e i g h t  t e r m in a ls  a ls o  
a p p e a rs  to  be n o t  w i t h o u t  i t s  d a n g e rs .  I t  i s  a p p re c ia te d  
t h a t  f ro m  th e  r a i lw a y  o p e r a t in g  p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  i t  i s  m ost 
e c o n o m ic a l to  h a n d le  th e  lo n g - d is t a n c e  t r a f f i c  w h ic h  th e  
r a i lw a y s  hope to  a t t r a c t  th ro u g h  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  
num ber o f  t e r m in a ls .  H ov /eve r, t h i s  ig n o r e s  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  f r e i g h t  m us t be b ro u g h t  to  th e s e  te r m in a ls  by 
ro a d  -  o f t e n  by r o u te s  w h ic h  a re  a lr e a d y  c o n g e s te d  w i t h  
l o c a l  t r a f f i c .  The num ber and s i t i n g  o f  f r e i g h t  d e p o ts  s h o u ld  
t h e r e f o r e  have  p a r t i c u l a r  r e g a rd  to  th e  l o c a l  ro a d  s y s te m , 
and i t  m ig h t  be fo u n d  t h a t ,  t a k in g  an o v e r a l l  v ie w ,  i t  
w o u ld  be p r e f e r a b le  to  h ave  r a i lh e a d s  a t  m ore f r e q u e n t  
i n t e r v a l s .

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

1 . The announcem en t t h a t  th e  M in i s t r y  o f  T ra n s p o r t  
i s  c a r r y in g  o u t  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  th e  r e l a t i v e  t r a c k  
c o s ts  o f  ro a d  and r a i l  i s  t o  be w e lcom ed b u t  t h i s  
does n o t  go f a r  e n o u g h . A l l  c o s ts  a r i s i n g  o u t 
o f  th e  use o f  th e  ro a d s  s h o u ld  be a s s e s s e d  and 
as a b a s ic  r e q u ir e m e n t ,  u s e rs  r e q u i r e d  to  pay th e  
c o s ts  to  w h ic h  th e y  g iv e  r i s e  on th e  same b a s is  as 
f o r  th e  r a i lw a y s .

2 . A c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  need  to  s u b s id is e  c e r t a in  r a i l  
s e r v ic e s  i s  a v a lu a b le  s te p  to w a rd s  b r in g in g  r a i l  
i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  ro a d  and a i r  w h ic h  a lr e a d y  e n jo y  
such f i n a n c ia l  s u p p o r t .  S u b s id ie s  to  t r a n s p o r t  
s h o u ld  be p a id  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  p u rp o s e , n o t  i n 
d e f i n i t e l y  4 0  to  u n d e r w r i te  lo s s e s ,  and when t h i s  
i s  done e q u a l c o n s id e r a t io n  s h o u ld  be g iv e n  to  th e  
m e r i t s  o f  a l l  fo rm s  o f  t r a n s p o r t  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  
i n  q u e s t io n .  L o c a l A u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u ld  be g iv e n  th e  
n e c e s s a ry  p ow e rs  im m e d ia te ly .

3 . A h a l t  s h o u ld  be c a l le d  to  a l l  r a i l  c lo s u r e s  f o r  
a p e r io d  o f  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  y e a r s .  M e a n w h ile  th e  
s o c ia l  co n se q u e n ce s  o f  c lo s u r e s  a lr e a d y  im p le m e n te d  
s h o u ld  be f u l l y  in v e s t ig a t e d  and w he re  n e c e s s a ry  th e  
s e r v ic e s  r e in s t a t e d .



C o n s id e r a t io n  s h o u ld  be g iv e n  to  s i t i n g  r a i l  
f r e i g h t  d e p o ts  a t  m ore f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v a l s  th a n  a t  
p r e s e n t ,  d e p e n d in g  upon  th e  c o n d i t io n  0 1  th e  l o c a l  
ro a d  s y s te m .
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